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5th Ma.tine;,~nt, (-) (Red.~)· " Colonel S .. DAVIS 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Headquarters Co., 5th Marines' 
1st Batta.l.ion, 5th Marines 

, ", 

2nd B~tta.l.1on:, 5th Marines 
3rd BBltt8lli.on, 5 th Marines 

ATTACHEDl,'NITS 

NONE 

"f, 

Capt R. J. SALVATI 
LtCol P. L. HILGABTNER 

'(1 Sept 'to 19 Sept) 
LtCol 0.' W. ' VAN 'DENBERG 
(2D Sept to 30 Sept) " 

'LtC01 G. c~ ~NAUGB,TON 
LtCol. C. B. WEBSTER 

, (1 Sept'to 6 ~pt) 
LtCol: 'W.. K~ ROODY ' 
(7Sept'to30 Sept) 

Q.UANG NAM Province, RVNl September to 30 September 1967 

'3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer,' 
5-1 
S-2. 
S"3 

~' 

S-5 
ComnO 
MTO 
SupplyO 

.' ..•. 

Regimental Chaplain' ' 

,'/', 2. 
" .. "~~' 
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Regimental Surgeon 
Regimental Dental O£fic~r .' ... ; 

4. AVERAGE MON'Im.Y STRENGTII 

mm 
Of:t En!. 
127 3456 

P1JlTII 

NARRATIVE S~Y 

5750. 
1?9ctober ~967 
. . -; ....);:. ; 

Lt T,. Eo BRUNNELL M:l USNR 
Lt Se Je WILSON' DC usn 

• oj;:.,." .,';,' . 

2nd Ba.ttalion, F1fth Maxines continues under operational. con-
" trol. or First 'Marine Division. From 1 to,15 September:"Oompany "A", 

1st Ba.t:t~ion. Fifth Marines and:. ComPany· "K", 3rd Ba.ttiu.':ion,. Fifth 
M9rine~ w~re .chopped to 7th Marines in preparation for Operation 
YAZOO. . .' 

" .4Sept.ember Operation SWIFl' was initiated by elements of the 
. 2nd 'NVA Division. Operation SWIFT was ter.m:i.na.ted on 15 September,. 

22 September the 3rd Battalion, Fifth Marines was chopped. to 
the First Ma.:rine Regiment to participate in Operation SEIELBYVILLE. 
This operation termina. ted' 28 Septtmlber. 

W<mt and planning continued' on DOth combat ba.ses end the LSA. 
for the pending monsoon season. . .. 

30 September Fifth Marine Regiment was ordered! to occupy 'Fixst· 
M9ri.ne Regiment TAOR. . 

. PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIOANT EVENTS •. 

1.· Per8'Onnel and. Adminiatration. This command ha.a;' experienced ~ 
~argeinput of newly joine~per~onnel! (lloffioera and 408 en­
listed), from, COWS hOW!eVer, it is antiCipated. that approximately 
10 officers and ~O enlistedw.i.ll be rotated to CONUS during the: 
monthso£ October and November 1967. 

Casual. tiea for the month of September azre as; follows: 

IcrA ~ ~ ~ NBC " 

H,CO 1 .. 0 0 } '0 
1 5 59 2 67 129 6 

. 2/5 12- 0 8 31 30 
3/5 ...2l .JL ~ l46 ~ 

123 2: lOl 309 68 

} 
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2. Intelligenoe 

a. ,EneffiY •.. During Operatien SWIFr, .one .of the first not­
able characterls·ticB, of enemy morale and discipline was revealed 
by an a.na.1.ysis .of captured equipment. Uniformi ty of contents .of 
enenw packs- indicated well disciplined, regular a.rllV forces. 
The condition of. .the web equipzuent and centents was new, indica.t­
ing recent resupply, probably for the entire unit. 

Interrogatien of en~ priseners indio&ted that same units 
had recently been issued new gas maskS., Those captured and 
fOrwarded were of twepiece constructi.on,-:lncluding glass-es 
silIlilar te these worn by underwater sdmmers'. Analysis by the-. 
Regimental. NBC NCO raveaJ.ed that the lewer portion, .or filter, 
we.sno'-,bette:r:' .or worse than preViously captured 'Chinese and 
Russian masks, but W8SaJ marked improvement ever the hememade 
masks .of the·Ve. (Cloth, acitate, and aJ charcoaJ.filter pouch.) 

Training appears to have been cenducted on the battalion level 
and var.ied i'rOl:l unit to unito One prisOner stated, his unit was 
frightened .of dying fzvm goo poisoning.. ,Their tradning directed! 
them to withdraw 1000 l;letersi wait until_ the gas dispersed and. 
then to reS1lllle the battleri Another prisoner, from the lat VC 
Regiment, said ,his' b8l1:talion commander conducted!. continuous: 
training in the use of them asks; they were not afraid of gas 
att~ks;,· their reaction was to don masks, hug the ground. for 
several minuteS u..."ltil the gas dissipated., and then te reSllIIle the 
attaok; s-till ~third prisoner stated hie cOIllpJany were al.l equip­
p,ed w.i. th the new masks, but. haiL. been ordered to stage their packs 
and ~uipment several kilometers f:rom the battle.:f'ield in un­
identified &ub-hamlet,. 

Some heme-made VC, gas masks were also captured, indicating 
poss:i.ble intergration of local force Units into NVA elements 
as the battle progressed and casua.1tiesmounted. 

Signific.ant enemy doc,uments 6.apt~ed in~l"Uded : l'lTep1a.tltied 
Countersweep Operations Planned, '1st and3rd Regts,· 2nd NVA 
Division. If This document dis,cUssed NVil. aot±on for several con­
tingencies in the event of Marine Corps'aotivities east o:f Que 
Son. TheJZe is: Sl possibility thatth~ operation precipitated by 
1)..1-5 actions m83' have-ag:~"l spq;i:l.:edthe timetable for the 2nd 
NVA. Div:i..&ion's plans, for & major ,g:rourid effort agadnst Que: Son. 

Other decumentsshowedoverlfl\Y'5 of seve rail. enemy company, 
platoon, reserVe compariy andOP locations; transpqrtatj,on and . 
disposition routes; for enSlltYCasUalties,. 
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,Marine~ oontrol at 0700H 28 September 1967. 
" . " " . 

; 5.. li:re Su~'P0rtt> 'During tb.e month of September the ~ :Bat­
talfon,Eleventh Marines o6ntinuedin direct support of the 
Fifth M.arineso ,". The following missioJ:is were fired, in support 
"of th e Regiment. . 

~ UNOJ3 ,'~ ~ ---,5~, 72.3 2171 3415 

" 157 22; 264- 644 

147 214 1166 

10 5 26 

TYPE OF WEN 
105Mf 

TnF.l& 'NIl' RDS,.!EXPENDED 
HE 2O}O2; 

.ILLUM 384 
wp, 1O.2.; 
Ol'HER 25 
" .TOXiIL ..... 21734 

, 155MM 'HOW HE 6477 
ILLUM ll2 

, . Wi " 54~ 
TorAlfu • .,. .71} 

. 4.2" MORT BE : 7090 
n.LUM 540 
wp, 77 
orHER 

TOTAL ••••• 7707 

. 155MM GUN "' HE 259 

6. Air Su:pporto During September~ "1,1522'000 pounds of all c1e.ss. ... 
00 of supply" and! 630. troops were he1o-lifiled in suppor\; of the ~.,. 
5th &rine. Resiment~Th~se totals do notinolude airlifts 

',soheduled .by the G-4, 1st Maxine Division" or troops and. re­
a:upply lifted by the 1JH34:Ma assigned to the HST on a. daily basis •. 

ExolUsi ve of Operation SWIFT 1 the RegiJDentaJ. 8-2 commenc.ed 
e. systematic progra.tl of dQily targetting of ene~ fortifications, 
automatic weapons positionsr bunkers, aave& and troop concentrat­
ionao From 1.6 to 30. September, an average of ten flights of ; 
fiXed wing a:i.:t'Cratt per day were utilized. Target. evaluation 
and. fixed wing oontrol was acoomplished by soheduling UHlB gun­
ship-s<{TAd(A) lEl' on station 'from 0800 -1800 daily.. When not 
e.ctuliiliy contl.'Olling fixed m.ngflights, thes:e TJl.C(A) IS w.ere 
utilized as' I convoy esoorts, and "on ata.t~on" infantry' fir&. 
supp orto. 

. '~ 
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7. Lo~sticso On 2 September a.ll CH-46 helicopters were· 
grounded. This made resupply of oui{-lying uziits and the LSll. . 
at Hill 63 ver:r diff:i,.cul t due to the lim! ted aveP.labili ty of 
CH-~3 helicopters and the smaller oapaoity· of :the UH",:,34 t s • 

On 5 September the LZ at the LSi .. on niu 63 Combat Base 
was gr8.d.ed f.or G,sphal't;:1ng and st!3el mattingo On 12 September: 
the steel matting was oompleted at· this LZ •. '. 

On 20Septelilber work W888;tarted! on a.mmun1 tion berms at 
the tSll.. to improve storage oap~i ty and ammuilition protection. 

Bunker material for 18 fighting bunkers was delievered on 
24 September' to the. 3m Battalion,- Fifth Marines. 

on. 30 September orde;rs were received to move from Que- Son 
and Hill 63 to the First Marines TAOR. 

8.. Civil Affa:irs/Civic Action. On 2 September all .oivilian . 
areas. were put off limits to Marine pers:onnel for three fu\Ys 
·due to National Elections. 

On Septenber 9 CAO presented.. Que Son, Nui Lac Son area 
briefing to new: COIW.anding Officer of 1st Bl;lt..ttal.ion,Fifth 
Marines. 

On 18 September the Regimental CAO attended the annuaJ. 
chi1dxens festival in P.ny Huong Village. Cookies w.era pro­
vided by3rd En., Fifth MarineB and 5.:th Marines Mess Hall. 
About. 600 children were in attendance • 

.Area PsyOpa O-onference held by the Regimental OW to dis .. 
OUSS' PsyOps within area. of operationo' USMJ, VietnalJese, U.S • 

.urrq Aam.sor and C.ORDS PsyOps personnel attended. 

9 •. Medical. The following nu::Iber of patients: were s.een du.!)­
ing the reporting period 1 .. 30 Septeober 1967: 

HQ 00 29 
OTHER -:1~0;.;;;2.---..~~ 

131 

.A total. of 192 iIJBUnizations were adminis~ered during the 
month of September 19670 " . '. 
. On 1 September a 12 ye&! old vietnamese "Qoy who had sus ... 
tained 2nd and 3rd degree. burns of the face (Napalm) was.ned­
eva.ced to the' civilian hospitaJ.i.n DaNang for further treatment. 

On 4 SeptenbelZ during the. iIti..tiaJ.. phase of ()peration S'WIFr, 
the HqCompany Regimental Aid Station f'llllctioned: "in cihe c~a.ci ty 
as a Collecting and Clearing Station' in .the. treament and 
evacuation of mass c.asuaJ.t1es.ThemedicaJ.. personneL of Hg. . 

,',to 
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Companywera a.ssisted, by the Medica>lOfficers and Hospital Corps­
men from 'BAS 3/5 and BAS 2/11. Approximgtely 50 WlA's were pro­
cessed through the ~q Comp~ Regimental Aid Station,on 4 Sep 1967. 

On the evening, of 6 September notification was received that 
over 100 WILl. casual ties were exPected to be eVa'Cua.:ted from the 
field to the Hq Co Reg1mental Aid Station. An urgentoa.ll ~s 
made to the DiviS'ion SUrgeon, 1st Marine, DiviS'ion, requesting med­
i6Bl support. The Medical Su];:port Team from tha 1st 'Medical Bat­
talion arrived at Hill 63 on the evening of 6 September. A. com­
plete Collecting and. Olearing Star:tion was established at the Hq 
OompalV Regimental Aid Station.. Early on the ID'orning ,of 7 Septem­
ber the WI! oasual ties were brought in 'from the field by helioopter. 
Following emergency treatment, the serious: and critical oasualties 
were medevaced by helicopter to either NSA ~aNang,'lst Medical Bat­
talion DaNang, 1st Hospital Company Chu W, or USS REPOSE (AH-16). 
Approximately 200 WIAts were treated and processed thro~h the com­
bined Regimental Aid Sta tiol1/CQ:.le~·~ing and Clear=-.ng Conpan.Y on' 7 
September 1967 .. 

On the afternoon of 13 September the Regimental Surgeon was 
called aMay to the <lamp of an ARVN Ilanger unit for the purpose of 
investigating 8i sudden outbreak Of skin ra.sh amongst & group of 
ARVN Rangers' following exposure: to OS gas:. After thorough examina.­
,;\en and investigation the Regimental. Surgeon aonoluded that the skin 
rash was a contact derma;titis- due to some topicaJ.ly applied irritant; 
i.e., poison ivy, and that it was: highly unlike;ty that the.ca.tise was 
due to exposure to CS goa$, While there on the evening of 1} SeP­
tembertheARVN Ranger camp ~as a~tacked by hostile mortar and roc~ 
et fire, and the Regimental Surgeon ~as .~b1e to return, to' Hq Co 
trntillaotethe follOWing day, The Bl:Jgimentai SUrgeon. treated several 
during the a.ttack.' . ., 

On i;he afte:rmoon of 22 September a c,:ivllian bus detonated an un­
known type mine. The tiq Co ambulance and' two corpsmen were sent to 

, the .see~ ... There wa.s ona fema.le ;:\.1r'vivor. 'The "other, eightoiviliruls 
on the bus were: de{l.d.The lone 'aUrv1vor was treated at the Regi­
met;itaJ, Collecting and. GleE1ring Station, and evaccd to' DistrictHq. 

'. On 27 Septembpx three casUaltiei:(e;ttachedto 1at Tank Battal ion " . . , , " ' 

8 
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were trea.ted at· theRAS after sustaining injuries when the truck 
in much they w~etiding struck a mine.. .All were returned to 
duty .. ; .., . . .' . 

On 28 September three oasu~ties attached to 9th Engineer 
En were· trea.ted at t;he RAS a.fteJr sustaining i~juries wen the 
truck in whioh theY were riding struck a mineo all were reo­
turned to duty .. 

10. Dental. During the reporting period two trips were made 
to Que Son, 1st Battalio~, Fifth Marines. A totru. of 96 
patients were seen on the two trips. 

Dental. was closed oil. 7 Septeinber for use of OW Company at 
the beginning of Opara.,tion 8?:;'~j;1\, ':. 

16 and 1.7 September w.ere spent in DaNang drawing supplies and 
varifying records •. 

A total of 290 patients were. ooen during the reporliing 
period, they were from the i'o11oWiing uni tSI. 

..' HGt CO 
1/5 
3/5. 
1/1 
2111 
LsA 
Hsr ", 

, , 

9thENGR 
.. 1rl: ENGR 

1st TIt' 
AT. 

·ll. Chaplain. J)uring the tlo1').th of. September the Regimental.. 

. .' 

Ohaplain held a total of 22 s~l."V'ices·at the Hill 63 complex 
wi th a total of 860 men attending. 450 men rec:ei ved the sac­
ra.nent o£ Holy Col1JIlIU1Jion.. . 

OnASeptember Lt Vincent Rabert, Capodannb,CHC, US~R, .~ 
Chaplain to 3rCf Battalion, Fif'th ·Marines ws,s killed in action 
during Operation SWIFT. 

PARr IV 

CHRONOLOGY OF SUBORDINATE' COMMANDS­
AlID SUPPORTING DOOUMElJTS 

1. ENOLOSUr..E (2.) HEtillQU1I.H.TERS COM!? ANY, 5 TH MARINES COMMll.ND 
CHRONOLOGY 

9 s.&mm 

DECLASSIFIED 

., 



5750 
13 Cbtober .1967 

DECLASSIFIED 

" 

\. 

1ST BATrl;LION, 5TH MtJllNE3 COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 
2ND Bt..TTALION t 5TH MllRINm COMMl1ND CHRONOLOGY 
3RD M'J.T.rALION, 5TH MiUUNES COMMAND CHRONOLroY' 
5TH MARllim COMBAT AFTm. ADTION UEPORr 
OPERATION SWIFT-

'0 
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San Fr.'anciSTi{mMtS&c ~t(ffs . ?>/RCW/lch 
003100 
11 Oct 1967 

-"-- --

From: 
To: 

Subj I CoIllbat After Action Report 

Ref.: , 1stMarDivO ?>840~lA 
CG, lstM2rDiv meg 0?1445Z Sep61 
Task Force, X-Ray FragO 24-67 (Opere.tion SWIPT) 

Enol. (1)' First BattaJLion, Fif'Gh Marines Combat After ACtiJ" 
. .J1 Report. , 

, if e2) , Third. Ba.ttalion, Fifth Marines Combat After .ACtion· ' 
~ ~~~' 

N" (3) Dislodge X-Rau Combat After ACtion Report. 

1. Code Name. Operation SWIFT. 'SeOO,'Qh anct DeSltroy • 

. 2.. Datesot Operation. 040500H to 151600H September 1961. 

3. Loca.t!oP'" Quang Tin Province, Republic of Vietnam. 

4. Command Headguarters~ 

a.. Fifth Marines (-) (Rein), Col. S. DAVIS f:rom 04Q5:00H to 
071159H September lq67. 

b. ,Task Foree: ~, Fire-!; Marine Division, 13Gen F. C. LAHUE 
from 071200H 'to 151600R Septembe~ 1967. 

Fii'th Ma..'r'ines (-)(Rein) 
~...£th Marines (-), 

He'a.4quarters Company 
1st Ba.ttalion,. Fifth Marines (-) (RI."1:1n) 
3rdL J3att.aJ.ion~ F'~t:n Marines (- ) (Rein) 
~olodge Y-Ra.Y' ~) 

T 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DOWNGRADED.f4. AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DECLAS~~bE~IIi 52QO.l~ 
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001 S. DAVIS 

Qapt R~J. SALVATI 
LtCol Ii .. L. IiILG.ARTNE:R 
LtCol C .:B. WEBSTER 
~ :;o(l..." GR:iATHAM JR. 
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Co B ( ... ), 1st Engineer Bn 
Ca B, 1st Shore party En 

',Co, A (-), 1st Tank Bn 

Co B (-), 1st AT Bn 

-- I 
I I I 

" ','I 
1\ 

;I 

.' . ~ . 

Ltcol V.Ie. Room 
(From 071400H sep67) 

,~, c~~, ~,,-~AN III , ,' •• ~L 
..,~;', O"''''t W.J. 'B~ON . 

• "'".t" 

.' Capt R. W. MADDOX 
, (F.rom 06QaOOH-~67) 

Ooll~ting aJ.Ild Clearing Platoon " 
Oapt A.R. GHEEN 
LtK.L. SACK USNR (MJ) 

, , ' 

6. Supporting Fo:r.:oae. 

a. Artillery. , .. ~ I 
.)" , 

(1) The Second Battalion, " ELevetrth'Msrines.',(-) (Rein) ,fired e 
1,20;; missions, uti1i~i1g roundsi..'1 Operation ,SWDT. Ba.ttex;y displ.ac&-
mente Wer~·'ma4e,to,.rlliAlirG BINE and Hill C$ during the opera.tion.. 
Rapid positiOning and maneuvering of the First and Third, Ba.ttalions 
of, the,.,FifthY~inesnec.essi tatoo' several shifts inmiss:ion·: assign-
mentS' for ba.tteries. Displaoements and reEllSsignments ~ere ooocm.-
pli$ed wd:thQ:'llt., sigrl..ifica.nt effeot on the support rendered to 
infantry uni ts~ 

, '" 

(2) An a.pparent map discrepancy between adjoining sheets 
created rang~ ·erro:ts, of from 400 tG 600 met era on occasion.' " The 
Third BattaJ.ion, Fifth Marines suffered three WIA when f':d.endly 
un! ts ;were, on the ,gun target lineo Batterie~,compensa.ted 'tOl! the 
remainder of the operation. Accurate surv~ data. is being applied 
30 Septembe~,1967 to preclude. this probleme - : "; , 

b. Afro 

: ':, (l) Sa~ £or the~ exceptions, note~ below; the air support 
pl'Ovided. to the Fifth Marines ~Ia3 oonsij.ered adequate overall,:arid 
excellent 'With res-pect to f:L"mct wing SlUpport. The tollowd.ng tyPes 
:o:f~ra,ft ,:wer~, p,ti1.i2tBd for- ,the IJ'u:r:posea:' indicate'd: 

(a) Rota.:ty Wings 

'UlI 34 - Medevac and resuppl,.v. 
OR 46 - :Emergency trocp' lift. 
orr 53 .• Res,".l:p:ply and troop lift.' " , 
l1HlB .~ TAD(.A)" medeva.c esoort, visual. reoon­

,ncd.s,ge.nceg and, delivery of CS. 

'. ~.......... .-!... ." .. 

'/b'i v .. ' d' 1.'1,' ' 
" i -".Lxe ¥\'J.ng: 

I!l"'~' .. 
(i • . '.:, 
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01 .... AO %.\J.Si0 ~ U5:,~~. ·~.~·:;.(i ~~_ _~I -'Or; 
0130 & 0117 '" F:LaxeihipG 
0117 - Spooky guns:hips: 
M. - Y.icro-pu.lV'eri~d OS del.i. very 
02 - PSywa.:t' b3~adcaatSo 

(2) As indioated in enclos~e (2) med9'Va(); m1ss19~ ~ JlCi)t 
alwaar. ooIDpleted in an acceptable period of time. This was P:rimar.1.l¥ 
due to the grounding of OR 46 helioopters and the resul tent re­
quirement for UE 34 assets; to fill the voide No medevac helicopters 
were ava.tla.ble at the Hill 63 comb&t base for ra.pid response med­
evao missions... This necessitated the use of resupply helicopters 
assigned to the HST. Resupply aircratt were often unatVa:Uaible due 
to mechanical diffioultiesand ba.i:;tle damage" thus compounding med­
evac delays. 

(]) The aerial. delivery of OS proved. to be an extremelt 
effeotiveta.ctic; however the pla.nning an& requested employment of 
RCA was grel.t.;l1W curt~1ed for the -folloWing ~n&: , 

(a;.) Insufficient quanti ties of micro-pulverized CS 
. were avad.lable f or ~aJ.m tank: and/or smoke-spray tank deli vexy .. 

(b) The First MAW withdrew the Ml58 and Ml59 OS cluetere 
from taoticel use beca.use of missing .fuzes.. The lack of fuzes neces­
sitated low altitude (600-700ft) e::.'ops oausing extensiV& eJq>osure of 
deli very ad.rcraft to glZound fire& 

(c) When other means: of dispersing OS w-ere unavailable-, 
the Fifth Marines requeErted the d.rop of as grenades .from UH 34 
helioopters and volunteered to do the dropping. The First MAW would 
not authorize'such a drop below 2~500 :f'eet;/ too high to be effective. 
It is belived that a drop altitude of 1500 feet would provide ade­
quate aircraft safety, partlcnlarly at night, and' also permit the 
effective utilization of the OS grenade6~ , 

(4) Separate TACP fre:J;.ueni}ies were used by each ba;ttaJion, 
resu1ting in lower densrl. ty vo:toe tre£fio and more efficient mr 
operations 0 The Regimental. TAG) monitored both frequencies in order 
to respond to ba"\-!;Bllion air support requirements. Suspected NVA 
eleotronio jamming and/or interi'erence necessitated mnnemus fre­
qUEmcy changes during the operation~ but did not disrupt com-
munica.tions -co any s'ignificant extent.. " 

(5) The mini-DASC was colocated with the Fifth Marines OPe 
It proved.' most helpful in prov:ic_ing rapid nesponoo air support, and 

... 
\ 

\ 
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handling all 89lV ... a-plane :::.r£oma:tic':"~s i;;:us relieving mu.oh of the con­
gestion nomaJ.ly present on TACP (local) FM .frequencies. 

(6) TAC(A) support, in the .form o£ TJHIB gunships" proved 
its value throughout the operation. The TAC(A) 's w.ere briefed and 
debriefed 'by the Regimental&-2 and ALO,providing, irrv'e:l'U.a))la. 

'., intelligencein.foma.tion and gaining mor.e information 'on friendly 
troop positions~ enemw situation? etc&, than ,is normally possible 
using radio c.ommunicatibns only., , This pe:rsonal c.oiltact allowed the 
lJElB:pilots to perform. theirmisslons: much more effectively as; 
TiIC(A) 's'and as ,on.station gu.."'lsh1ps" The TAC(A)ts were used exten­
sively,throughout the operation'to control and direct pre-planned 
fixed wing, ai~ strikes!:lJ.t enenw forti.ficatibns,' emplacements, routes 
of egress, and harbor sit ea. 

7 .. ' ,Intelligence. 

a. Usually ,reliable sou.'r.'Ces hm:l identified major el.ementsot 
the 2d NV'A Division moving within the Hiep Due - ~ue Son - Thang 
Bl.nh -Tam Ky triangle", These elements had been identified as Hq 
and Fwd Opts of the 2d NVA Division; 1st :'1.'0. Regt, 3d NVoA.,Regt, and. 
21st NVA Regt., In addition, the 70th Independent Bn, 72nd Provinoial 

":sn, ~ Ham P.J:!oVinciaJ.. Un:i:t Hq and'leeser, PronnciaJ. and DiGtr:Lot 
level. foroes were 8Uspecited o.f o}l'era.tLlg therein. Presence of these 
majorelementa were oont:LnuollS-'J.y r~}.l-Orted by G-2. 2di. ARVN Division, 
:nIooe Thang Bin..'1~ Que SOn Distr.i.ct Iiltel 0'., Quang" Tin Int ell~enc e 
.Agenoiea (both US and ARVN) ~ 8S well as higher USM:) headquarters ... 

, , 

'b. ' Total. VC/NVA strength ene-ountered. during Opera.tion SWIllT is 
'estimated ,a.t between 5500 and 6000 'troops. Units 'de-finitely identified 

,:by PW's aYld c~tured documents 'included 40th, 60th end. 90th Bn's, a 
1st ve' Regt;2nd and 3rdBn 's 3rd NVA Regt; 2nd Bn,21st NVil.Regt; .. 
70th ,Independent Bnand 72nd Bn,QuangNam Provincfa.l Unit. 

c. Dispositions were generally as reported. SpecifiC dispositions 
'o.f' the 1st and 3m Regiments were confinned by the capture and trans-
lation of their battle plans. ' 

'"d. '; Operation SvlIFt againc.ernonstrated the urgent need, for quaJ.i­
.fiedInterpreters and Interrogation-Transla.tion Sub-Teams in the field 
wi th ,Marines Infantry Battalions ~ Their presense is cons idered man­
datory for tactical exploitation of captu,red ·personnel and'material. 
The transportation problem emphasized in: the 1st Bn report is amplified 

., when 8.ddressed to intelligence e::xploi titian. The battle plans previously 
,mentioned had been captured on 4- :;)eptember, evacuated to Divisio'n on 
the 5th, translated. and. disseminated on the 6th. 'When received at the 
Battalion level, frie:J.dly elements were within 500 meters of, and 
heavily engaged 'lli th enell\)r forces whose exact d.ispo~i tions were des­
cribed in the battle plans captured two dS3's before. "', ' .... ~ , 
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8. Miaaion. Fifth MarinGs «-) (Rl-j~_'l) c':Lt.in'~es the defense of comba.t 
bases, prOvides securi tJr for engi!:leer effcrts in AO, gains and m8in­
.ta.:tns contact with enemy forces in the Que Son Valley and a.ttacks to 
destroy the personnel, equipment, facilities and caches of the 2nd NVA 
,Division and its supporting forces. 

9. Concep1-Qf_Ooeratioll_ 

a. Commencing at 040500H Septem.oer 1967 (D-D~lY & H-HOU-R) with the 
hea.vy engagement of one rifle company (-), 'the' Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) 
moves one rifle company by foot and two companies and a battalion oom­
mand group via helicopter into the attack to relieve pressure on the 
initially engaged unit. ' 

b.. On D+l, the Fifth Marines (-) (Rein) conduots a deliberate 
search of the battle field with two battalions. 

c. Commencing on D+2, the Fifth Narines (-) (Rein) attacks 'to the 
southeast, then east with two battalion abreast to .seize, occupy and de­
fend objectives Sierra and X-RI\Y" 

d. Commencing on D+3, the Fifth Marines (-) (Rein with two battaliOns 
abreast conducts a deliberate search and ctestroy operation to the east 
while TF X-Ray repositions friendly forces. 

e. Commencing on D+8 the Fift):, 119.rines (-) (Rein) attacks to the 
east With two battalions abreast to seize~ occupy and defend Task Fbroe 
Objectives, One and Twoe 

f. Commencing on the night of ~~9~ the i<lfth I~ines (-) (R~in) 
helilifts two battalion to the northwest and attacks to the southwest 
to relive pressure on an liP.YN Ranger Task Groupe 

10.. Execution .. 

a. See enclosures (1), (2), and (3). 

b". Operation S1.>!TFT bega..'1. ",ithan NV.i~ initiated engagement with 
Delta Compa..1Y (-), First Battalion, F1!th Yarines before dawn on 4 
September. its the intensity of the contact increased, two medevac 
helicopters were downed by NVi!. ground fire, forcing Co D (-)to form 
a perimeter aro1Uld the aircrafto Co Bp First Battalion, Fifth Marines 
was sent overland from Q~e Son to reinforce Go D. Before Co B could 
reach the Co D positions, it became heavily engaged with a second NVA 
uni t. In the meantime, Companies K and 11 of the Th: rd Battalion to­
gether with the First Battalion COmrJ.and GrOl.lp were heliIifted to a 
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", :.tandirtg,:zoru:) northeast of the twc First Battalion Companies and ordered 
,to a.ttack to the southwost toward the previously engaged companies. By 
l~t'e afternoon, all four rifle companies. were heavily engaged with NITA 
elements' estimated to be atleast three battalions.' By nightfall, all 
uv,its of the Fifth Marines had. consolidated their positions and sup­
porting arms, ~hich had been utilized extensivelY throughout the d~v, 
continued to be heavily employed against the NVA forces. CompaiJ,y I ot 
the Third Battalion, the Regimental Reserve, was committed during the 
night and moved via motor and foot march from Hill 63 to the battlefield 
where it was placed under the operational control of the First Battalion. 

'" ' , The Fifth Marines had received opcon of Comp~ D,'First Battalion, 
First Marines. That unit, together with the Third En, Fifth Marines 
COlI1lll8lld Group was helilifted to Que Son. These units departed Que Son 
by foot during the night, arriving in the battle area just after dawn 
'on 5 S'ep'tember.' Tlle 3/5 Command a:roup t;ook opcon of Companies ,J! and D 
of the lil.rst Battalioh •. The taSk organization offnfantr.'Y units on the 

" 
morni,ng ,of 5 September was: 

, , 

(1) 

(2) 

1/5 Command Group 
Co I 3/5 
Co K 3/5 

'Co H3/5 . 

3/5 Command Group 
Co B 1/5 
Co D 1/5 
Co D 1/1 ' 

c. CO,ntact was broken on 5 September and both battalions spent 
thedatr' policing the battlefiei.:6', and accomplishing remaining medevace 

, and resUpply • 

d. The Battalion Command Group ~w:.angsd. opoon of +,b.eix ~espeot1v. 
companies and the Fifth Marines continued the attack to the southeast. ' 
By midai'ternoon, both battalior..s were heavily engaged; the First Batta­
lion with the First IW1 .. Regime!1t and the Third Battalion with an NVA 
fOrce estimated as at least a reinforced, battalion and possible two 

'. battalions..\tJ.i1e supporting arms were employed to t4e maximum all 
Qvvtiri.g'and night, the issue waH only resolved in the area of the 
s9Uthern (Fi."Cst) 1:attalion by prolor..ged close contact ranging from 
ioo meters to hand-to-hand combat. In the Area of th.e Third (north-

" ern) Battalion, the Deciding element was the aerial delivery CS which 
. caused the NVA forces to rapidly and. immedia. tely withdraw from contact. 
During:the night of 6 September~ Lislodge ~~ was activ _ted and moved 
to the battle area with three :'::-5f1e ccmpanies and a heavy section of 
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ta.nks. This. Task Force was comprised ai' all rema.ining tactiCal units 
then available to the Fifth Marines. See enclosure (3). b.Regimental 
Reserve was reconstituted from headquarters? combat support and combat 
service support personnel remaining at Hill 63. 

e. Resupply, medevac and police of the battlefield was again the 
order of the daw" on 7 September. Minor contacts were made on 8 Septem­
ber as the battalions prepared to c<onduct a deliberate search and des­
troy operation to the east on the following d83. Also on 8 SepW;ember 
llislodgeX-Ray was deactivated and its companies chopped to the batta­
lions. The Task organization of the battalion was .then: . 

(1). First Battalion, Fifth Marines 
Co 11. 1/5 
Co C 1/5 

(2) 

Co D i/5 
Co D 1/1 . 
Co I 3/1 
Co B 1/5 Bn Reserve (with Bn rear) 

Third Battalion. Fifth Marines 
Co I 3/5 . 
Co K 3/5 
Co L 3/5 
Co M 3/5 
CoR 2/5 

f. The 9th of September was characterized. by su,ow. movement arid 
thorough, productive: searching. The First Ba.ttalion uncovered three 
ammunition caShes which yielded over ~~o tons of rocket, mortor and 
small arms ammunition as w~ll ag grenades. 

. g., The next four days; (10-13 September) sav both battalions oon.­
tinue their dQliberate move to the east with light contact and heavy 
use of ai:r. and artillery preparations aheM. of advancing troops. 

he>o M'len the .ARVN Ra.l1geJ! Group. was, a.ttacked on the night of the 
13tl'lp the F:i.f"th Ma.r:!.nes helH5_f-ted hath battalions to a. secure LZ 
northeam of the Rangers3 The battalions. then a.ttacked to the south 
southwest -1:;0 J~81.ieve pxessu:re on the Bangers" ~'l.e mere presence of 
USMC U-'"li ts apparently had the dealxed effect since. the attacking 
NVA 'LU1i ts broke Mntact an<l wi thd:re.w" IJight contact was received. 
on the 14th", 

i.. Operation SWIliT was term:.nated c:rt 151600H Septembe~o 
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j.' o.1'Y1i,Affair6~ J:,;o reiugeea 'Were evacuateddti:d.Jjg Operation 

SWIPJ:I. No oommodiiiea w.ere evaou.a.ted.. C,ivil affairs activities con­
sisted of rendering ad\rj.oe to 8.··3 and FS.CC personnel. Qonoe~:ng -
1('0"''''';;'''''''. ",,,,, '''''':.c'' ,,~,.·t'7 "ro~:"""'" ,··,'e"l· (-r.T'I T""'ms e' to) ass';'s;t~ng ';'n """'turn of J ~.J..J..'1iI"" ""~. '-_ooL"~,,""'\.I,, Y ~_, ~r •• • ~.1., .. '."'.... ,,"r.J.J JV<A. ,........Lo..a.;. .... c. 

innocent civilian detainees: to their homes and assisting in medical 
evaouation of civilia.!lS from the operatir..g are& Six such detainees 
were returned to their homes by B-5 personnel and seven civilian med.­
evacs'were processed thrcughthe Regimenial oollection and cleaxing 
uni t., None of these medevacs result ern from USMJ ordnamc.e and!, no 
SexioUs Incident Reports w~re submitted conc:erning them. However, 
one serious' incident report was submitted. by 3/5 via. the 5th Marine 
Regiment concerning an aged! innocent civilian who was needlessly 
beaten by two Marines (see l&t 'Max Div mag 14004.7Z Sept61)o 

k. Psychological operations& 

(1) LeafJ.et drops (note: quantities una.vad.lable). 

6 Sept 

7 Sept 
9 Sept 

10 Sept 

12 Sept 

l}Sep~ 
14 Sept 

15' 'Sept 

Theme 

SpeCia:l.Leafle,t -' explo1 tatiOliof initial. 
act ion during SWnT. 
Safe Conduct 1'aoo;, Chieu Hoi. 
Demoraliza:i:;ion Leaflet, Chieu Hoi., S~e Con­
duct Passo' 
Special Leaflet - explpitation of results of 
1st weeks action during SWIFT. 
C!'1,ieu Hoi.? Why U .. S .. in Vietnam, s,peciaJ. leaf .. 
let ey,,:p1.oi ting 1st weeks acti,ondu:cing 'SWDT • 
Same as abo,e.. . 
Chieu Ho:t.~ ReT..raxds for Mines, Booby Traps and 
infm'llla7Jion, Don!t Harbor va, Speciel leat'let 
e:itploitil~ 1st ',,;eeks action during Sv~~, Do 
Not Hun fro in ~nes. 
Ex:p;_o:' tatJ.on of Bombings, Special leaflet er.­
ploi ting 11~:' wa{;ks alCtion during SWIFT. 

(2) Aerial broadca'3ts (Note~ hours U1la.vadlable)8 

,7 Sept 

II Sept 

Them~ 

Chieu Eo::." 8p-ecia.l tap:e - exp10i tation of 
initial action during SWIFT. 
Sp:ecj.al tape - expli tation of im tiaJ. 
action during SWDT. 
Specia:1 ta:p:e - appeal from NIT 11. prisoner 
captured during SWIFT. 
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11.. Results. 

a.. . Friendly Personnel. 

KIA 138 
WIAE 368 
WIANE 30 
MIA 

" NBC 38 

b. Friendly We~om ani Fq1.:d .. pmento 

a. 

d. 

7 PRO 25 radios: 
1 6ODl!l mort a.r 
5 M79 grenade launcheJ!S 
2. M60 ma.chineguns 
4 Ml.6 rifles ' 

En~ personnel~ 

KIA,~ coni;irmed) 540 
. KIA tprobable) 691 

Detainees: 47 
PWs 7 

Enemy Weapon& 

I..'ldividua1 70 
Crew: served 15 

eo Enemy .Ammunition and Fquipetntn: 

(1) See enolosuxes (1) and. (2) .. 

12oAdministr~iQ!lMat te;:~1" 

i3/() Supply. 

• 

(1)' Allolasses of su:pply were furnished by the Hill 63 
LSA and contrQlled by the HSI~ 

(2.) llieI.'e were no oti tical Sho:rtages~ 

(3) The deliver"'Joi' s1.'.i'ficient 'Reapon cleaning materia.J.s; to 
uni ts in the field was t iD1el.y~ b'.:l,t this Wa5! :iue to reshuffling of 
uni t assets; rather than j .. S.a sto'}k3'geo 

(4) L1e sho:':"Gage of l'l.elicopters; (see para;gxcuph 6., ao) was 
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reflected. in d.ela&'s; in resupply anCL in theevaouation of oaptured. 
material.,.' ,. 

b. Maintenance: no maintenance problems were encountered. 

c. Treatment of casuaJl.ties and evacuation and hospitaJ.ization. 

(1) Oasualty evacuation was hindered by t'WO faotom; the 
aforementioned helicopter shortage and the intensity of the con­
flict itself ... 

(eli) On the nights of 4 and 6 September, ba.ttalions 
w:ere so hea.vily engaged that some of the dead co~d not be brought 
within friendly perimeters without risking the loss of the battal­
ions, them&elves. In !rome instances this reSlUl ted in bodies being 
stripped of valuables and identification by the NVA. This, of 
cC>'Un3e, complicated the problem of identifyiilg the remains upon 
recovez:Y-" . 

(b) Booa.us.e of the number of oS.'SUal ties and the dif­
ficulty in securing LZ.1s whUe in heavy contoot, soma WU's were 
not evacuated for almost 24 hours; and some KIA's for' 36 hours. 

(2) KIA I S were brought from the field to the Hill 63., LZ 
for identifica.tion... BattaJ.ion representatives were pz-esent a.t the 
LZ to speed. the identification process. 

(3) The Fifth ~1a:tines Medical Section' functioned on no 
occasions as a collecting and c1eaxing for the treatment of mass 
casualties.. . 

(a) The majority of casualties received on 4 Sep-­
tember were treated at the Reglluen~aJ. Aid Station. Many of ifues& 
were serious and required further hel:i.ccpter evacuation to the 
Division Hospital or NSA Hoepi tal in Da. Nang~ However, many of 
the walking wOlL.'1.ied were, upon receipt at the RAS, further trana­
ferredto, the :B~, at 3rd: Battalion, .Fifth Matines? where they were 
treated by the AS'Sistm.t Battalion Surgeon and several hospi taJ. 
corpsmen of: that uni tSI) Most of these c.a.suaJ. ties were not of a 
serious' nature, and did not require further medicaJ.. evacuation 
following emergency treatment~ Approximately 50 WIA ~a.sualties 
were processed: through the Regimental Aid Station on 4 Selltember • 

. The remains of t11e KIA casual ties were b~ought in to the LSA LZ 
later in' the afternoon of 4 Se!)tember .. " . 

, (b) On the second. occasion the Hq Compan,y Medical., 
. seotion waS mtii'ied eaxly in the evening of 6 September that 
heavy casual ties woULd probably b~ svoouateci from the field to 
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the'RAS commencing on that nighte Again an urgent eMl was made 
to BAS 3rd Ba.ttalion, ELeventh Marines and BAS ;,rdi BattaJ.i.on, Fif'th 
Marines reques,ting the assistance o£ the medical officers and. 

,hospital. corpsmen from those uni tS.Also outstanding support was 
rendered by Hq Company~ Available personnel were assigned as 
s,tretoher bearers and, caaua:L.ty recorders~ Vehicles...re.:re made, 
aved.la.bl.e and standing by to be utilized as needed. Hq Compar.y 
erreoted. two fly tents by the RAS, and eleotrical lighting was 
inS tailed" . 

. 1 'Upon the receipt o£ a subsequent report 
that well over 100 WIA's were expeo:ted to be brought in to the 
R1!.S, it was obvious: that additional medioal. support wou1d be 
needed f:tomDivision." The Regimental Surgeon placed and 1,lXgent 
oall to the 1st Marine Division Surgeon to notify him of the 
ad. tuation... Wi t:1.in app'1'Oxtmat ely <me hour from the time the , ... i 
DiV'isionSurgeon was notified, the Medical. Support Team from the 
1st MedioaJ. Ba.ttalion STrived at Hill 6; by helicopter with med.­
ioal personnel •. supplies and equipment~, A coirlPl.ete: colleoti.~ 
and clearlng station was then established at the Regi.merrtaJ.' Aid 
8t a. ti0110 ' 

2 There 'i1era no oasualties rec.eived during 
the, night of '6 September-o Early .. on the; morning of 7 Septemb.ex 
the WIA'ew.ere brought in from the field by helicopter. The~e 
were many crt tiCaL and serious, cases among them. Following 
emergency treatment these paiGie=>.ts 1I':ere .furtheI: evacuated by 
helicopter to NSA'];a Hang, 1st ¥.tedicaJ. Batta.lion De. Nang, 1st 
Hospi t",ii. Gompazw Chu 'La.i,~ C~ ":.he"JS3· F:.E?OSE (ilJl-16) ~ Close to 
2OO~w'"IA';fl weretreatedald pro()~i3,ed.·t.hroug.1. the conbined 
Regioootal Aid Stati0:lJOollec'~1ng &'.d 0' lp..a,:-:1.ng Corrpany on 7 
Se,pte.r.mer" leLA': p '(tfm:e b~::J1..lf;::.'V .~~ I.:8:g:\:.TTL2J:.;e.l.¥Z late that. ai'~Ge:l'" 
noe:;, allQ. J.;he fol1.ow.b::g day~ . 

d:.Tran~orlation. 'A:i_",-- tactical transportation waS heli .. 
copte~ ... 'l'he effects of the he:Licopter shortag~ were, p-rev:tbualy 
repcrtedo 

(1). Communications for Operation SWIFT were safisfactor,y. 
AN/PRC-25 radios were used exolusively for intra-Regimental com­

m1.uUcations.. Some difficulties encountered were: 

:.:.1 
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(8) Mutual inte.;:ference from f:ciendly un:!. ts opera.ting 

in the A:!J of' SWIFT 0 This interference oonsiS"tied of freq~ency block­
ing,' override, and sharing" To counter tb..i.s p:;::oblem~, ante!'.l1a.S wex:e 
relocated and ooordination was et'fected with -the interfering station's 
organization. It is considered mandatory tha.t a block of s:p~e fre­
quencies be. maintained at Divi9~on l.evel 8no. be provid.ed to regiments 
prior to conducting operations. 

(b) Appare...'1.t jamming 1\TaS reporJGed in var-.i.ous, instances, 
and, it is oonsidered probable tha-~ some was caused by enemy teetnS. 
In aJ..l cases, ohanging frequenciesl:iLmited the effectiveneso of jam­
ming.. Interference~ orig:i.nalJ.y considered as:' jGJIlIlling was discovered. 
E:x:amples of this :were; & faulty handset keeping and AN/PRC-25 keyed, 
and atmospherics combined with antenna. masking giving :the indications 
of noise ja.lllming.. . e 
. (2.) The. a.vailability of only one generator for radio relay 
equipment AN/T;RC-97 was caused for concern when it became inop.erative • 

. To circumvent -!;his problem, two radio relaif sets, AN/MRC-62 1 were. 
activated betw.eeh ls-t Marine lli.visrLon and Hill 63" A seoond gener­
ator~ AN/PU-386 Will be provideCi for uge. with the AN!TRO-9'l in the 
fu·turee-

C;) Due to the rapidj,ty of developments during Operation 
SWD'T, th:i.s organization found ita.elf entangled in communication pro­
blems of Task Fbxc e X·-Rav, Dlh')C ~ SLF 1 and various a.rI!V' liaison teams. 
It is considered necessar,y th~t future ~eration preclude, if posBible, 
satelliting of comt:land and coordination agencies: upon a: Regimental. OP. 

8.. The extensive (~:Cl.cl intenai ore USe of C-S is oovered in paragraph 
'13 of enolosrv..e(l) a..l'ld paragraph 6 .. 81. herein" 

b" The extreme flexibil:::.t,r of the Marine .A:i.r~Ground Team vms 
agai.n demonstrated on the !'.d.ght of I} September " .. hen the piokup zone 
for the Third Battalion ... fifth r~.JleSl· beo.ame Wltena.blefor OR 53 
helicopters'~ The pickup zone 8...'YJ.d the transl'cl."ted battaJ.ion were 
Ii tterally shifted in mid-air. The First Beilttallon, Fifth Marines 

, took over the mission assigned to the Third l3attaJ.ion with little or 
no confusion or time loss~ See enclosures (1) and (2) .. 

c~ The repeated: use of a tank infa.nt:ry team to secure and il­
luminate zones for night helil:Lfts proved to be both feasible and e£_ 
f~;.cie!ltC)o The uae of two tar.k ses;.:'chlights trom the positions 90 de­
~S'_atr:'t on the perimeter of the landing zone alllo'Jred -che oenter 
of the. zone to be easily iderrcified from aJ.oft" The lights were 
pointed a.t the ground and ];, maxked the spot for the pilots 9 and pro.­
vided adequa.te, but not blinding~ LZ illumination as \y.ell~ 
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Commander'-!! Analysi§.. 

. a •. At ·the start of September it ha.d become. increasingly apparent 
that NVA/Ve forces were building up in the Que SOll - Heip Due Valley. 
This build up was the result of the red:;~ced ten::'po of our opera·~ions 
within the vaHey area.. Luring the month of August, 1st JVIarine ])ivi­
sion lJ.nits, AlrlN forces and an SLF had conducted Operation COCHISE. 
This operationw:as in an area south and southwest of the Que Son Valley 
but resulted in little or no damage to elements of the 2c NT Division. 
Prior tband after COCHISE9 5th Marine elements were assig!ledopcon 
of other 1st Marine Division units for operations outside our area of 
opera"Cion ... This gr~atly reduced ou.t troop density and limited the 

· amO",l:nt of out patrolling and other offensive action. The lessening of 
pressure permitted the build-up of VC/lNA forces in the valley area. 

·b. It had been antiCipated that the INA/VO would attempt to in .. 
· ;crease their strength in this area during this time frame since it 
·corresponded to the period of GVN elections and preparations for the 
fall rice harvest within the valleyo By the end of AugUst, intelligenoe 
reports indicated that elements of all three regiments of the 2nd NT 
Division were located within the areao There were increasing indica.­
tions from intelligence sources that h~A forces were planning offensive 

.. .... action within the· Que Son District .. 

.• 1 

c. .lJui.ing late August and 8f!rly September, extensive patrolling 
by comp8.n.v (minuS) arid smaller u.ni ts was instituted. on order to regain 
the initiative, vis the enemy :J..ocation and attempt to d;d\!:e him further 
back from the combat bases~ This activity was h~ered by the fact that 
3 of our 8· rifle companies were assigned apcon.to a':lothe:r 1st Marine 
Divis:' (m. 'Wl:~"t for Operation yAZOO a..'J.d· combat bases at Hill 63, Que 

· Soh and K·~'J. Lac Son hOO to be provided security 0 Operation SWIET 
commenced where Co D, 1/5 made contact with NVA forces on 4 September 
1967 while conducting a company (minue) search and destroy operation. 

. ~~ The employment of an unshielded!t":;~~::ib£3 light to assist friendly 
aircraft in locating the position of Co D: 1/5, pinpointed their 
posi tion to the enemy and resulted in increased cas'laJ. ties wi thin the 

e.. D-.lring the contact on the ciorning of 4 SepteJilber 1967, a 
pilot of a downed helicopter called ar'_Q conirclled airs trikes without 
knowin€.' the location of friendly elements. Disaster was narrowly 
a-verted by the inteI"'lention of g round elements... This situation how­
ever caused cor.fusiol1. in the eraployuent of supporting air and lessened 
its effectl ... e .. less. 
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f. The use of aireal deli'l1ered CS on the .mornin.g of 4 September 
1967 disrupted the ener.w forces a.ndforced theirwithdrawaJ.& This 
allowed friendly units to overrun the area and re~over enemy dead and 
equipment. 

g" By nightfall on 4Sept8mber, it was apparent that 0-.'." 4 
company battalion was figl1.ting a ll1..unerically superior force of' $lI:ll,l~~xi­
mately regimental strength.. The 3/5 command group, !Do D 1/1 and Co I 
3/5 (which had just beer. returned to our opoon from Operation YAZOO) 
""ere cornmi tted. The lack of available CR 46 and lfrl34 aircraft pro­
hibited introduction of these forces to the inrllediate vicir.ity of 
the confliot. As a result? response time was greatly lengthened 
since troop eleme."lts had to nove a considerable distance by foot. 

h. mot control agents again proved their value on the eveniIlg e 
of 4 Sept~~ber. An ene~ attack, of approximately battalion strength, 
had practically ove~m a platoon of ~ M 3/5 and was putting great 
pressure on the remainder of the companyo The aireal OS dropped re-
su! ted in wi thdrawal of the enemy force and immediate lessening of the 
pressureq 

i. Throughout Operation SiHFr, operations were curtailed by the 
lack of an adequate reserve. All elements of the 5th :fiIarines were, 
committed and the commitments of the 1st Marine Division were such 
that no forces, 'beyond. those alreb.dy assigned to the 5th Marines 
( Co D 1/1, Co I 3/1 8..Yld Co H 2/5), could be assigned without jeo­
pardizingthe vi tal areao 

j. Rf_:."'·~ control p..gents again proyed veryeffecti ve on the night 
of 6 September 1967 in assisting bo":;h battalions to break conte.ct. 
There employment in the 3/5 area resal ted in immediate withdrawal of ... 
a portion of the 8~.enw forces and a reduction in fire elsewhere. • 
Extensive drops in 1/5 area forced withdrawal of some ene~ troops 
and a reduction in the volume of fire being received. It should be 
noted that a POW that was taker: from a unit in the vicinity stated the 
OS had little effect on him since he had a mask available and his 
battalion had receiyed quite a bit of trail1ing in chemioal warfare. 
Another pris6~er from a unit in the 3/5 area stated most of his unit 
broke and ra.."l about 1000 meters to the rea.r~ 

kc Some of the effectiveness of the OS drop am 6 September was 
lost because of the long delay netween the time CS was reQuested by 
this headquarters and the time j~t was on st ation~ 
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"; 1.:.By 6 September 1967 it was apparent ttat the bulk of the 3 

regiments of the 2nd N~ Division were assembled within an area with 
a radius of 7 kilometers. Thj_s assemblage was the most perfi table 
target ever presented in this area. The comparation strength of 
friendly pnd enemy force necessitated an increase in f~iendly forces 
prior to continuing the attack. This build-up required 5 da.;;s a...'I\d :in 
:tha'!; period, theenerny forces slipped out of the area. 

150 Recommen_dations. 

a. That the strength of friendly forces in the Que Son Valley 
.;<() increased. to the extent that they are not numerically :tn.'?e~~o:C' to 
the' enerny.forces. , 

b. ,That the forces assigned to an area be suffiCient to accom­
plish, the multitude of missions tha.t are assigned to the unit operating 

. in that area without degrMetio!l of an,y rllssion or ~ortion thereof. 

c. That sufficinet forces be assigned within the Division area 
to provide a reserve that will be readily responsive to the tactioal 
situation without degradation of a mission elsewhere. 

d. That additional helicopters assmsts be obtained to provide 
needed mobility for tactical units and rapid~ responsive resupply 
and evac-~ation of casualties. 

e. That additional emFhasis be pla~ed on the employment of 
riot 'control agents to include! 

(1) All units carry and maintain field protective masks. 

(2) Field protective masks and filter be stocked by LSa. 

(3) FLC provide contact teams in LSA to change filters 
in field protective masks. 

(4) That fuses for M15B and ~59 clusters be obtained and 
maintained in readiness for rapid emplo~Jnent. 

(5) That the stock of Ml58 and Ml59 CS clusters be greatly 
increased. 

(6) That smoke"sp1ll:CI¥ tanks be preloaded with micro-pulvirized 
CS .. ~ rna:L-~-.aineQ, so they can be rapillly mounted Iiln steep alert air-
craft" - . . 18' , 
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(7) That chemical Ji:l:1!l:t"./.,'J{;j (rlClt control agents) for artillery 

be stocked in counting ready for immediate use, 

(8) That the use of BZ agents be considered in this counter 
insurgency environment~ 

f. That the LSA stock spare parts and cleaning gear for indivi­
dual and crew served weapons. 

g. That the supported. unit be consul ted. by the DASC when determining 
the relative priority of tasks for helicopter assets. 

h. That spare blocks of frequencies be maintained a.t Division 
level for emergency allocation during operations~ 

i. That more rapid processing of captured docUJ:lents and person­
nel be Undertaken by higher headquarters in order to provide for 
timely exploitation. 

So 1M.VIS 
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