
 

1st 

... 
Prom: 

DECLASSIFIED 
:-<?'..::.~ 

UltiJJ{ 
r.:w.""""IV __ .£-/ __ Or :5 =-(..; ...... ,""~. 

3/C!IF/.jrb 
5750 
7 11.pril -, 968 

'.1.'0; COBllnandini1 Gencr;:l, 1 st l'llixine Division (Jein) ~ /LP 

;:>ubj: GommfJl1d Chrollolcr;y for jJeriod 1 - 31 ll<\rch "gGO 

•. &', "'ne1' ·'-f··;.:.c ~ 

j\~C() 5750.2A Ch 1 
Fbl!'l'AC() 5750.8 
DivU 5750.2';3 Gh 1 

J'ifth li.'.:::inG Comraand Ch:conology 
lICK·.dqulll'cex·s }Jom:,lI';W J?ifth PioJ:incs Comiilcmd Chronolo£y 
Firs't Battalion ji'ift\ 1':Ll,ri;1GS C:orrLrno.nci C~lJ':onoloG{ 

~)econd 13ott£,lion rifth l'I;),:cinos Comrru:mo. CllI'OYlolopy 
'i'hird i3attaliol1 .l"ifth Eo.:cineo COl.:lme .. nd Chronology 

.. 1~ In aCCOrC.'111Ce '!lith tho IJrovisions of referenco (a), (b) [mel (c), 
ono1,,3u1'eu (1) thrOD.[i,y, (5) are sv.bmi'l;ted [l,S the Conmand ChronoloG'J from 
tho Fifth 1';c:L'inc 1.I.u0ifllent for the ])criod 1 - 31 ;~.[ixch 1968. 

...... .~ . 

OWN GRADED J\T 3 YEAR IN~ERVALSi 
D DEGLASSIl!'U;:D AFT.E:l~ ,12 YEARS. 

1)Ou Dhl 5200,10 

DECLASSIFIED 



SECRJlJ.r 

....... 

fjBT I 

e .P.LitI' II 

DECLASSIFIED 

• --. 

f-IEL.DQ.U •• Rl'El-:'S, 5TH JI'LJ:i.IJ'-lES 
'1st Marine Division (Rein) Fl·:;et Harine Force 

c/o Floet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 96602 

1 March to 31 March 1968 

DIDBX 

- ORGJJUZHl'Im~.L.L D . .TL 

5150 
7 April 1968 

bllT III - SEQ.U;:;!NTIi.L LISTnJG OP SIGNIFICiJR L'YBlTrS 

P;.RT Dr 

Oi SF 
1 ENCLOSURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• '5750 
7 April 1968 

0l1GLNIZlI.T IONJJ.. 1!1J.b. 

1. Designation 

5th Marine Regiment (-) (Rein') 

SUBORDIN.i~::\E UNITS 

Heac1qu.o.:rters Company 9 5th iYIarines 

1 st Battalion, 5th Marines 

2nd Battalion, 5th Narines 

3rd Battalion, 5th Hctrilles 

N'i'TACHEl! UNTi!S 

2d Battalion, 502 Airborne Infantry 
(21 'Feb - 6 liar 1968) 
1st Battalion, 327th 1:.,irborne Infantry 
(11 Feb - 8 Mar 1968) 
2d Battalion, 3d I.furines 
(27 Feb - '11 Mar 1968) 

2. Location 

Colonel R. D. BORN 

Capt R. H. KIRK!? l.TRICK 

Haj R.· H. THONPSON 

LtCol E.O. CTIEliTHlJ1 JR. 

LtCol '\,i. K.ROCICEY 
(1-27 Mar 1968) 
LtCol D. l~ REXROAD 
(23-31 1-'[ar 1968) 

.e Thua Thien Province, Phu Bai, RVl'T Regimental CF 

3. Staff Officers 

Executive Officer 
8-1 
8-2 
S-3 
S-4 
8-5 
CommO 
I,Tro 
SupplyQ 

Regimental Chaplain 

LtCol G. C. MCNLUGBTON 
Capt B. J. IV1JLI:iliRIN 
NEt,jor C. H. 'vTOG,':.N 
Najor J. F. CODY 
Cel.lit S. E. r'ICKEE 
1 stLt G. E. 01tISLEY 
Major E. R. PIERCE 
1 stLT D. G. \lIL;(TE; 
Cap t S. 'rHO£1i? SmT JR 
(1-25 Mar 1968) 
1stLt J. T. LOv~LL 
(26-31 :i'lar 1968) 
LtCdr E. T"l<::cShH CRG, USN 
(1-27 Nar 1968) 
LtCdr L. U. BECK, USN 
(28- 31 Nar 1968) 
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Regim8ntal Surgeon 
Regimental Sergec,l1t l"lajo:r 
Regimental D8ntal Officer 

4. ilverw;e Honthly Strength 
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Lt H. A HLH:::i.I50N NC, USN 
S[;t lI[\j K. GEL.SE 
Lt S. ,T. '}D/3U}f DO, USN -
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l'iIRT II 

During the period 1-31 March the Fifth Marines conducted Operation 
Houston in the Phu Loc AO. This was a nm.l t i-ba ttalion Senrch and Destroy 
Operation with the primary mission of securing and reopening High-Hay 1, the 
Nain Supply Route from Danang to Phu Bai. 

Operation Houston also entailed extensive reconnaiss8~ce efforts to 
locate trail networks and enemy harbour sites located in the C~DOPy south 
of Highway 1. 

As the month began, tho First and Second Battalions of the Regiment re­
mained under the operation control of the First Marino Regiment, and or-er­e ated in the vicinity of Hue. 

The Regiment hc..d the OperG.tional Control of the Second B2,ttalion }'ive 
Hundred and Second Infantry Jdrborne and the }'irst Battalion Three; Hundred 
and rrwGnty Seventh Infentry Airborno ond the Second Bc,ttalion Third 1'I'lCrinos. 
Along with the Third Battalion of the ReGiment, these three Battalions par­
ticipated in Operation Houston. 

On· tho Sixth of the r1onth, the Second BC'"ttalion i'ive Hundred and Second 
il.irbornc Infa..'1try left the oporationc:J. control of tho Regimont, and tho 
First :Battalion of the Regiment returned to the Fifth Harim s, and began 
ilIlI!lodiately to participate in Operation HouSton in the vicinity of Hai 
Ve ... n Pass. 

On the Eighth of the month, the First Be.ttalion Three Hundred and T\Jenty 
Seventh 1.irborne Infantry left the opcn;,tioneJ. control of the Regiment and 
tho Second Battalion of the Rogiment returnod to tho operation control of w . 
the Fifth Ivlarines and began im..rncdiately to participate in Opcr,dion Honston 
in tho vicinity of Phu.Loc. 

On tho Eleventh of the 11onth, the Second Bn.ttalion Third Marines left 
the operational control of the Fifth Marinos. 

EVon though 1mits ?articip[~ting in C.i.icration Houston changed. frcClucntly 
at first, the Operation continued successfully. High\Jay 1 was roopcmed t9 
daily convoy traffic, and 0,11 units conductod Soarch. and Destroy Oporo.tions 
much o.oep()r into the canopy than ovor before. Bxtensivo Intelligence of 
tho aroa was attained, and most impcrtnntt tho Main Supply Haute from Da­
nang to Phu Bai ·vras open and S0curo. 

2-1 ,. SECRaI' 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

¢LUfbI' • • 5750 
7 Lpril 1968 

1. Porsonnel and Adninistration. Tho command rocoivc)(l an input of 10 
Officors 8lld 363 Enlisted porsol1Iwl during the month of h:,l.rch 1968. 

1. total of 2 officers and 251 enlistecl personnel 'ilore medically evao­
uated crL,~tof RVN during the month. 

Tho avorag3 chargof:'..blo st:cength for the Rogimcmt was 120 Marine Officers, 
3271 J.l1arino Enlistqd, 10 N[wal Officors ()..lid E6 l'rw0.l ;:;nlisG3d ~\DrSonnel. 

C~;,su<Jl tics for tho month of Narch: 

UNIT leU ;QQli \111,. NBC tTBD 1,1I .. :..NE 

e,;Il~o 0 
17 

2/5 2 

3/5 18 

0 0 0 0 0 
0 31 18 1 27 
0 27 8 0 31 
1 19 21 0 16 

TOT.J. 37 137 41 1 74 

Noc1-Evn.c 

USI1C - USN 

OFF E:tI'"L OFF :~ 

HqCo 0 2. 0 0 
0 3 
0 0 

_CL. -1L 

'0 3 

1/5 0 75 
2/5 1 94 
3/5 1 ...11. e rrOT1.:L 2 248 

2. HTD1LIG:L'NCE 

a. ~ral. During tl:o month of 1'i2.-rch, tho S-2 Suction continued collec­
tion, Dnalysis and di ssomin["t ion cf intolligonc8 inforr::ation in SUFPort of 
Opere,tion HouEton, as 1ilUIl as proparing plans and \JstiD2.tos for Op8re.tion 
Order 5-68.' 

(1) From 1-21 111arch 1968, thG Regimental 8-2 C-) remained doployod 
\vith the Rogimont2-1 CP gT01-l.P at tho Co,"'. Doi ?oninsula (Z~0503). On 21 
Mrc,rch 1968 tho 3-2 (-) displacod ",lith tho CP grovp to Claymore Pnss (ZD1101), 
and rcturnod to tho F'hu :Bo,i Combc~t BEise on 26 IiIc;rch 1968. Tho mobility of 
tho 3-2 (-) facilitated C1()80, daily contrcct with tho ]3"ttalion 8-2's and 
8nhanccd the timely dovolopmont of c0'11bnt intelligonoo. 

, 3-1 • &14 ,. 
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(3) Personnel ch~mges, necossitated by rc').tino rotation, were accom­

plished with minimum disruption in S-~ functioning. On 9 ~!Iarch, iYiSGT \:(. s. 
B~ffiBEZ relieved. H;;)Gf.[' J. ]. "1Y1ifN CtS rtegimental S-2 Chid; and on 24 ~1arch 
GYSGT itlHIT:;}; transferred. to 3/5 to relievo SSGT E. G. l ... RID:i.lL:G, 'vTho rot2-tes 
in ecxly ~i.pril. 

b. Pro,jects. 

(1) L.nnex] (Intelligenco) to Op~ration Cnlor 4-68 (Opore.tion 
Houston) published 4 ITurch 1968 as pf:',rt of change 1. 

e (2) L.ppendix 4 (Tccrf,'Ot List) to Jinnox (B) Intelligence to Operdion 
Ordor 301-68 (Revisod) publishocl on 9 IvLrcll 1968. 

(3) Lnnex B (Intelligenco) to Opm:[:"tion Order 5-68, which included 
an Intelligence:; Dscimate, Tn.rgot List, TTcdls Ovo:day, [k"ld Lending Zono 
Overlay, \J8,S publishod em 28 JVL"rch 1968. 

(4) Ono "I'::ctrcl Soismic IntrG.sion })ovico fl was issuod to each Bo.t­e talion on 25 Horch 1968 for use and 8vo,lu8.tion. 

(5) L progrG.m of publishing OOB listings ':lookly ,ms initiP,tod on 
20 Ho.:rch 1968. 

c. Cumulative :;';;nomy Lc>sscs During the Reporting poriod: 

( 2 ) 70 Dm ~.Ilif.8ES 

.2,. .) ve Pll's 

d. 47 rmmc:crT ClvnI.L,j:'rs 

( 3) 33 \J3.L.PONS C ~J:)?illliJ:n 

a. 29 nmriTI:D1J .. j, HBLPC)l-JS 

3-2 ·W. 
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(4) Ci:..l:" 8.l'lcl ~:.J.WN units in tlw 5th :lvhrinos :~O recoived 10 CHIEU 
HOI I s (turing thc" rOJ.)ortinf, period. 

d. Significa.'YG i .. spects of L;ne);-~y, \:!Q~"'ther, 2.:c.d Torr2.,in. 

(2,) OpGration Houston produced. t,.vo coml)any sizo delaying ac­
tions in the vicinity of Dong To;.) (ZC1898) and Lac rrri (ZC1195) during the 
first vmek of Mp;,rch.ln the later c(:',so, a significput beS(,) crJ.rrrp (ZC115957), 
'nhich h:::d beeb pin .. pointocl by C1,);-7 JV"1..9Xinos \lTho esc'1)0\1 their INL. ce,ptors 
on 22 Jnn.ue,ry, .. ras uncovered and dostroyod. 

(b) Contaots climinishod sh[\rply following the first week of . 
Narch. Small unit sightings and. contc,cts, occ2.sic;nal 10CB1 guorrilla ac­

ativity. ccnsisting of hDXflssing small [',rms and mortnr fire rmd sporadic min~ng 
_ cCl1tinued throq.:;h 30 Harch, giving credenco to tho Im-J levol agent reports ... that 

tho mB-jor enemy eloments had 11ithdrmm into ihe mounin,ins south ano west of 
the 5th r1arinc s LO to tr:'.iCl roplMom.,mts cmeL rosuPDly. Furthor cvid.cmce oJ 
this ce.me from numerous CHIEU HOI's? \fho hr~d beon ferood to join tho VC /':'u.dng 
tho 'l'EI' Campait;n, and. tho v.liclosjJre2,d. reports of incrc"c8Gcl taxation and rico 
collection efforts. 

(0) RocC'nnaissancc in li'orcG of the Troni Vancy during tho 
a 2nd ,rook of }hrch l}r00.ucod no major conte.ct; but did uncover me.ny he2.vily 
.. used oast-"\·l"Sst. trails and rccon·tly occupiod he,r1Xllr 8itos. In acl(~ition, of­

fectivo ambushes vicinity YC973975 !:8sultoc',. in killinG an NITA eloctor and an 
Ifvi .. ol.'cma.Ylco supply '[arrant Officer on the 14th onel 15th of Ivlarch. Docu­
ments rocovorod frolTl tho KI.i~l s reveal the cuntinuoc1. .prcsonco of the 804th 
Bn, the K-4C Bn, the K-2 TIn (possibly :m LKi~ f0r tho K-L'}B) 2.l1d the C14 
(AKi .. 0-19) Enginoor/Sapl):;r Co. It shoul(l be notee. thc;b both KL.' s ,lOre 
moving southwest C',t the times the ambushes 'Jere sprung. Fur"thor~ the oret-e nanco He,rr2.nt Officor vrc..s fornerly c..ssi{j'l1oc!. t·:, the 9th NVi. Regiment, indi­
cating that clements of tho 9th l-TV':. Hogimontal HQ, may havo formed tho Cadro 
for the 4th NV.;\ Regimont. 

Cd) Extonsivo iTllmnG ~~ctiYity throuGhout the month occurred 
in tho ar:)c.. (mst of tho ZD20 Grid cnd noxth of the ZD05 Grid. Theso efforts 
ap:poe,rod to concontrt'..to in tho vicinity of IJui Tran U.D8306), indicating 
tho possiblo prosonco cf lo.rg'o supply CO.Ch08. Ex"consiv.J soc,reh failor to 
produco tl:oso cachos nnd 2. l"Jr,)grCLI!l of torrc"in dania! thrcLJ.[;h intensive bomb::,r(t­
mont of lilui 'Ircm \'i8..S initiated. in ordor to ;ninimizo friendly casu!:'l.l ties 
fron mines. 

(0) On 24 IvI2.rch, a RcCX) nnaissanco in forco ponotr<"tod tho 
formor resort 2xoa of Bach 1.I1a poa."k, findir.g no Gvidence of significQ.nt (momy 
use of the area. 

3-3 7-[ M 
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_ (r) At 0200H 011 31 I,'larch, the ener:w punctuated the close of 
, the reporting period vlith a vTell coordinuted attack on the Troui Bridge 

(Y])9606) and adjacent defensive positions. The main attack, supported by 82 
and 60mm mortars, and B-.. 1-0 rockets as "Jell as small arms and automatic weap­
ons, vIas affected by 2 ~WA Companies, possibly the K-4B Bn, reinforced with 
sappGrs. The attack was partially successful in that sapl)ers p(;)lletrated the 
bridge defenses, planted and detonated their demolition charges, rendering 
the bridge impassable to vehicular traffic. A simultaneous supporting attack 
on Bridge 4 (YC9507) vIC~S also parti~lly successful, resulting in the destruc­
tion of about a 15 foot section of decking on the nellf timber trestle bridge. , 
The old, class 50, concrete bridge, however, remained intact. Additional 
supporting attacks on Caps B-3, }I-8, tho CB Rock Crusher and the Phu Lac 
Coubat Base vlOre unsuccessful from an enemy point of view. Tho broD.dth and 
obvious coord.il'le.tion of tho attacks indico,te Battalion control. The sus­
te,ined nature of tho fighting (eontact continuod until 0600H) ind.icated both 
11 profossional forco and a priority mission. This marks tho enemy's first 

... serious att8mpt in over a month to int,;rdict Route 1. As such, tho attacks 
,., possibly ll1dicate tIle bogiru1ing of the next phase in tho enemy's offensive. 

(2) vleathor. Throughout the reporting poriod, p:;.rtly cloudy to 
cloucly conditions, which favored friendly operations9 prevailed. l~lmost 

daily 1m, ceilingi\, hm'J<'NGr, did interfere "lith helicopter and fixed-vling 
air-support o:porations. 

(3) Terrccin.. No cll2.ngo. HOT.H)Vor, the 5th Marines! Gxpanding body 
eof knO\·Tledge of trc1ils and landing zones enhancecl our mobility in the hoavy 

cano:py south of hig'hiofay 1. ])et2,iled torrain information continues to 00 a 
high priority collection i tom. 

G. tIiscellaneous 

(1) Infc)rmation concerning the K-4C Battp,lion and the INA K-4 Bnt­
talion reported IGst month to have replaced tho 804th Main Force Bnttalion, 
has ooon correlated \oTith tho 1st Batte,lion, 4til lIVA Rogiment. 

(2) Villager reports during Narch continuod to have a high freq­
uency rate and fair roli8.oility. L concortecl effort is of::ling made to coord­
inate exploit8.tion of this source. 

4. Trainine. During tho period 1-31 He,rch tho Regiment esk.blishod. a five 
day replacomunt training courso consisting of -vJ08.110ns firing GIld/or dGmon­
strations to include the LAIM, M-79, 1'1-60 Nachine Gun ond H-16 zeroing. In 
addition to the 1'1-26 fr,c,g grenc.Lde, tho H33 cofram ,las introduced for lecture 
and demonstration. The following formal schools wero attended during the 
samo . periOd. -both .in miN and other 'V'/cst Pac a,rc,~s: 

Comm Crypto Socurity 
Basic L.mmo 'foch 
EmbE,rkc.tion courso (Enl) 

3-4 

Japan 
Okinmva 
Okinmra 
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Vietn&uoso LEm~~E~O 
Vietnameso Lm1gUElgo 
NCO School 
S/NCO Schoel 
Officor LORdership 
B[',sic il.lDIllo Tech 
Enoc.rka tiOD COU-.c80 (Officer) 
Bmbnrkntion Cl'urso (Enl) 
rk,sic Org[',nic Supply Lcct 
Hotor Trn,nSl,ort 11[c.int Last 
ill Ii! /S 6 " 
CarCI,;r i..clviscr 
Registered. l'ubs CQursG 
Hilitnry Justice 

Okina"ra 
III riL.l" 
:Dnll[w.'1r~ 
Da11.0,11.g 
:O[1nl1ng 
Oki11.e,,\w 
OkinavJa 
Okino,"\Ilo, 
D2.ncng 
Phu 13ai 
Drnc,ng 
Okinmm 
Japan 
Okirle.WB 
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6 
10 
4 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 

10 
4 
1 
2 
1 

4. 0iicrdions.· During the month of l\l",rch, Poll CpcI'(O,ti;-'n offorts of tho 
Rogimont \101'0 includecl l:'l. O})orcLtion Hc.'uston in tho ?hu Loe L.O. 

InitieJ.ly, efforts ,-roro pl~lcc;d. ~)n sccuring Eighwv" 1 fer cmginocr units 
1tJhilo tho cmginoors roplp,c'3cl d:'.l1][l{;ocl bridGes ond culvo1'JGs • Onoo the 1'oacl 
1tI~:,S :re.p£,i:rer~., security 1IlaS T,ruvici.ccl £:;:1' convoy trccffic, and units bog1'1n 
6"\118(1)6 north of Hit:;hway 1 to climin~':G(; local ve units still op3xo.ting in 

Noxt, units oOEf'.n oxtensivc S08Xch 2J:lc1 Dostr0Y oj:rcrctic;DS south of Elwy 
1 to gr,in :i.ntclligonce of tho aro[:"", loc:!,to h:'TDc>ur sitos, and clostr, -y JW i. 
olomonts Vl:nich hall brxm opor",ting in the area. 

Enomy cont'.ct ~.~as light, as it [';l)t)c~crod. units hrod pulloel bc:.ck into tho 
mounte:.ins; follc\,ing tho TITP Cml'.i-'(lign. Ho-vwvor, numor:lUS bunko'rs, hrorbour 
sites end :nort;,r positi(ms "roro loco,tOI:'c. r>..nd d.cstr:cyocl. 

'roViard tho end of tho ftl':'nth, the Fi1'st-Br,',ttalicn lTtC'ved north to the l'hu 
Bai i.I'oa of Opo:r:-,tin, ane: plc,ns Vlore D02:un to c(ncluct operations in tho 

new ar,GcJ. 

5. tire SU1))Ort. 

a. 'rl1e 2cl Dn:l;tr:lion, 11th k,.rines cont1.:1UOS to lX:l in diroct su)~)ort of 
the 5't;h Marines. ])u.rine; !;'w m.onth of 1,1: reh the ;n:'inci:Jle effort of the 
b8.tG~),lion \lC\.S Ciirccte(l to tho SlJ.l"l{lOl:'t I)f Cipcration Ecuston. The .folloWing 
missions ~'1ere f ired in sup:,:brt of the }i'ifth Narilie Regiment ~ 

155 Hm·] 5 10 
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155 Eo", 
1 05 lIm] 
4.2'; Etr 
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e 155 Hml 
105 BOH 

4.2" Htr 

• 
220 

1 

370 
1 OJ 730 

56 

10 
70 
'18 
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138 

321 
5 

Ui'\13S 

30 
40 

2 

\.i: 

1 
544 

• ±1. 
1657 

2 

greI 

38 
515 
20 
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2065 
3 

371 
11,595 

;].1 

'rc;:v"Lk 

7C 
625 
40 

ITJ.J r_' 
.J..:;.. (J',;::,L...!lt Tc;rAL 

155 )LH 

105 Eo;;) 
4. .2" l'ltr 

372 
2956 

318 

37 
244 

32 

4 
401 15 

10 

'rotd Hissions fired and total amrmmHion oXiJendi ture for the month of 
Hareh are as £0110:; s: 

aTGT.l, I{LS8IU·,S ji"Itl.~:i) - 2907 nissions • 
• 'fO'VL AIYiNIl:l'HTIVJ.; .8Xl.8FDrfUHi:.: -16,096 r::·unc3s. 

41 ) 
3316 

360 

6. i .. ir SUPi.iOi't. ''che follOi'iinr; missions i'IOJ~e flmm in Si),lJi!Ort of tllO :aer:­
iment during the inontl1 of llarch: 

i";edical l~V; cuat ion 
Tactical Air GtrH~es 
l"lare Ships 
.Aerial Observers 
troop Lifts (tot8.llinC 415 troops) 
Logistics (tot~11ins'174,'40 lbs) 
Gunsh'ilis 
Command and Control 
AdTIinistration 
Visual Rccol1naisS8nce 
Unit Commander 

Total. Nissions 

:;-6 
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22 
4 

34 
5 

65 
9 

31 
69 
21 
31 

412 
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7. l~oristics.. Olx~xal;ion Houston continuedthJ:O'.l{:chot't the month of March. 
Hi th the end of the 'l',j"r Offen[Jivc and Gpe:rD:~ion ;Iue City, a series of unit 
moves "uege.n "thich over a 10 d8.:\T;)oriod sDkr1/527 and 2/502 retv.rned to Army 
control. 2/3 chol).,c.!d to 1st ITarineR and. 1/5 and 2/5 choptJed bncl< to 5t h 
Har ines. ri'hese moves 1.18re nIl mad.e vii th limi tccl. motor: trensL10rt assets Elnd 
ex maximum of coordination 1:!as rEKluired. 

f{llle Logistic :j1J.l1.,>ort Arel1 estcl)1isJlcd e.t Ct1.U Doi in conjunction vith the 
J!'ifth Y;a:dnes :·'orH<::;:L'd t:l proved an extrer;1ely' w!'luabJ.e aSB8t throur;h the 
month. Shore l'arty and. .i?1::,G-Alpha SU1)Ort tiS.S excellent, contributin{'; si91if­
icantly to the l{e,~ir.lent IS [',oili ty to (,Kve. 

'i:lle 2ssir nmcmt of 12 trucks from 1 st NT Ili1 ana daily i:w['.ilc~bili ty of C&C 
hclicopt'~rs permitted mm::imUfil i'loxib5_1ity End ca)~i,bility of novin" troops 
lmd SUIil~lies th:.:oW;ho1).t an AO extendin;; O\i m: 60 tilOJ'1C-Cers of "toute 1. 

i,x)::],nGcments 'dere mado for the battalion loc2otcd. at .dni Van l'ass to be 
supported from :Ja:l18nr:" and this proved very succesBful. 

Operr:1,tions in the CE.l10jW Ll LLrch inb:oducec1 S8V(o;re1 inno'l,.tLns fori,he 
]lcp:iraent and sho1j(~c1 need for junc;le e(~uiI,mellt. 10n(': Ilane:c ,J;'(1,trol 'i.ations 
vleI'G used for the first tii:1C and :pro'ved very satisfactor~.r for companies op­
erating in canolJY \Jhere :cesu}J~"l;y- is CliL;:'ic1.11t. It ... rns f01JJ.ld th1'..t 1 UU' and 
1 her meal 'ems 8,ooquate fo:.: 1 da;rts food for 8. Ep,l'ino. In addition t:,G 
squad \~ater cont[~.iner ' .. 1[',8 used extensivoly on rcsul.J~)l/, but could not be 
droPlled vJithou.t bu.rsting. No,chetes (.1:o.c1· othel;' ,jl1"1.f>:1C tools '.'lere neeoec1 in 
larGe nm:lhers for can~}!;! opm:';:Ltim:s, um) lengths of ':\ inch line becaIlle a 
nocessil;y in the hills. Four. one-man chain SayfS \18 e received on te']porary 
loarl from 1st Bnr:ineer £8,-;;ta110n end they ':8:C8 uso(1 cxtiensivcl~,r by 2/5 at 
)3uch Mo. in cuttil1;~' LZ' 0. ~)cven .50 Cod. machine [i'Uns "iOTe receivec1 on temp­
orary loan from 11th :Motor 'L'ransport Battalion. Tho desir:;>.i)ility of request­
ing a ch2nge to Tie to add eight .50 Cal. m,,'chine i.unS is under consiCler[,tion. 

The UIJ:'jre,ding"ol' ~lOl,lte 1 l:Jroceeded apace even though convoy cmd tc.c­
tical trc.ff'ic \1o.s extromely heavy anc} much conr;estion occu:cred at brid:;es 
B.l'1d other choIce points. l)(l,r.m () il.lflic~Ge(l at 'J::coui HivGr l:h:id;:-iC SlId Bridge 
,,4 \-Jas repaired in 36 hOlJ.rs by 35th Cn[;ineerBatta.lion, USA and by NCB 121. 

8. CO;1Iilunic"iiollt:?. 
prov io.C(l, sUl-illO:rt f~)r 

viJOration HoustOXi. 

Durin(" the month of fLrch the cOITED.unic8.tions platoon 
l;he 5th l'iD,:cines Hcadque.rtcrs in the field durinG 

In aC.di tion to normal :c~;~,imcm,tal cOITlIl1\).:aicftions ciI'cuii:;s the follo1:1ing 
ra.dio relsy cireui ts uere est:,::,bliSrled: 

6 Har - AN/HH,C-62 from 1st Dn 5th N8;;:ines C.l.' at Ii8.i Van h:ws (vic 
[:1'0385'15) to 5th :Merines ;lear at l'hu ELi Base. 

9 Nar - I.J.TjTiLC-27 from 2d En 5th ;'~;',rines C.I;' at CauDoi (vic ZD05202S) 
to 5th Ne.:cines Hear at l'hu. D6',i B,~· .. se. 

3-7 7 M 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 5750 
7 A'.Jril 1960 

11 Ear - Ar/t'ffiC-62 frcm)d 1ln 5th Lcu:inoB (vArious locations on ;chc 
vicinity of route 1) -to 5th II[.Tines ;iear e:c ihu TIe"i Du.se. 

30 Nax - i\}!/~~l{c-27 from ;~e::~'i!ilell:;81 01 e/c :~hll 230 (vic ym34S055) to 
.5th TilI:U:' inc 8 CF c:c .elm .J38,i .dc,se. 

9. Nedicn .. l. .During the month of j'·brch a tot ::'1 of 390 patients "Were treated 
at -the ~tegii'1enta.l [dd StD,tio!1 of Vlhich 326 ,)eie referrals from batto.lions or 
other unit,s locnted in i'hn nai. It totcl of 495 inummizations vlere administcre,d 
during tho month of Larch. The majority of these ir:llllunizations \Jere admini­
stered. to licadqu2xters COJlL;cmy- ilo:csonnsl. 11 HeC;ir'.ental id. station \ms 
este .. blished \Iith the FOrlJarc1 t;.L Et Cau .Doi and adequately IJrovid.od medical 
sUjJl.!ort for lfee;im.ontal olem0n;;s at Cau i)oi. 

10. pental.D1Jril1tT the month of Harch &. totrJ_ of 234 :Vla:dne S 1rTere treated 
at the dental clinic. All but 15 1:lere refends from battalions ,,'110 ',-jere e trec;,tecl durinc indi\'i:\)c,l company refurbishment .lJerioos in ?hu HaL 

11. Civil Affairs. J)cl.rinC; the mon'ch of He,roll, al;ote..l of 17,765 pounds of 
rollod Cu'lI;s, bu1Cr,r '.lheat and eO:;::l1 meal 1,Je,8 distri1mGec1 to ·the rofw;ces of 
;~:1e Ph;; 100 District b'!' -(;1-:0 District Chief. The materials vere SUjJplicd 
by Heu.dqua:.rters COffiliD,n;)', 5th J:iic::cincs fI'om t;le 'rask ,i!'orcG. X-~i.l~Y '.rarehouse in 
l'hu Bai. Hofu{;'ees ':.'8re' also sup:c'()rte(~ in the Phu J;110nr , -IT ilb, go ",here a total 
of 1,000 l)ounds of food ,·JD,S d81iveret" ~W IIeadquGrteTs Company, 5th r'larines 

. fI'coffi surp'luses or s~Joilable food from the 5th l'Iarim;s J:~ess Hr-: .. ll. 

A totl).l of 2ClO b1YS of cement t 100 sheets or :L'oofinc: tin and 150 pieces 
of robc',r vle:'~'e deliv0~cec1 to 'ehe l"hu Lac District -to aid in tho rebuilding of 
a CatholiO orphennr;o a.nd a G'HT school \1hich ';lore del3tro;jred during thei:Jr 
of.i.'ensive. 

A general snp;:ort of the refuGees of tho l'hu Loc District tn:s resulted 
in the {,;ztherinp of in'[;el1icence informa.tion and also D.s a lJositivG 8J1S"JCr e to the aoverse reaction to the.::.,:,' o;:fcmsivc: by '(;110 ve. '):ho attitudes of 
thQ people of tho sup,.orted arcus iz expected -1;0 brin- vulu.cc,ble information 
Us "lel1 as a more overt SV.{'i'ort for the GovGxnmcat of Vie';-:llam. 

12. :i:' s..12l!.9]'_~&q,p.1.. 9.J2§:s--:L:\-~1!-'§'. Dv.J"inc: the mm-lth of rl[;::xch , extensive use of 
aerial broadcests Hnd leaflet c1r01JS SUllPortod O~crr'tion Houbton in the 5th 

. Nc:~rines Area of Operatim. Do.rine that Open;,tion, 1LJu3, att ched to the 
5th N[1.:cines, cor;tribll:~cd to '~he r(e~;if.1errtal l'S~'()~iS llrOC:rc,m on.d beccusG of 
thei:r efforts seveY'D-l Hoi C!'\[,',:ns (.l:lnlliers) returned to the Covcrnmen:t of 
Vietnolll undo::: the Chim).. Hoi :Jro,~)~E'_El. 

Hand di.stribut8u leafleGs He):'e distributed t:Jrou.ghm!-G the C /iU,( by 
IIe~:,dqu.c.rters COffiii" .. l,\;', 2nd Batt~'l,lion, 5th lYim:in(:s and. IID,·3. li.rme,] i)rolJO­
gr:ndD. teams \1e1"e utilized by 3rd Battalion, 5til Lie.rines and hol,.cd to ex­
ploit the Hoi Chans (l1a:llie:cs) to convince other YC to nehieu Hoi". 
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13. Qh.aplain. Durin(: the month of 1[,u::ch the ReCinen;a1 Chr.pla.in ;)rovioes 
Services Lx the Hogimeni; f adjncent units loc:.ted in l'hu :Bai, bat talions par­
tici:;c,tinc: in Uj)eration Ho,!.ston~ coo:1)inc([ aC';;io;1 platoons o.ml brid.(;'o secc\rity 
units loco,ted 8.10G[; I11-1Y 1. 
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PART IV 

CIffiONOLOGY OF SUBORDIN£TE COMY~DS 

AND Su.f'PORT ING DOCUJVlEN'rS 

Enclosure--k2) Headquarters Company, 5th Narines Command ChronOlj~ t;~~ 
J(3) 1st Battalion, 5th Narines Command Chronology [\,.,,} 
/(4) 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines C?mmand Chronology ~ 

- ,]/'(5) 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Command Chronology 
6) Fifth Marines Frag Order 17-68 

..J(7) Fifth Marines Frag Order 18-68 F ~ 
JJ(8) Fifth Marines Frag Order 19-68 

J (9) Fifth Marines Frag Order 20~68 
J( 10) Fifth Marines 1!'rag Order 21-68 v>1 
.Jl11) Fifth lYLarines Frag Order 22-68 ~ , 
.Ji 12) Fifth Marines Frag Order 23-68 ~()J 
1(13) Fifth Marines Frag Order 24-68 

~
14) Fifth Marines Op Order 301-68 (6 Mar 1968) ~ 
15) Fifth Marines Op Order 301-68 Ch #1 (11 Mar 1968) 
16) Fifth Marines Daily Situation Report 1-31 Mar 1968 

e-

~- -- -"==<-------

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

-. 
• L~ FRO~I: FIFTH NARlNES 

TO: FIRST BN FIFTH t·1ARINES 
SECOND BN F]Ji"rH MARINES 
THIRD BN FIFTH MARINES 
lm~N~XIm:: 
FIRS'r BN THREE T\VEl'lTY SEVENTH llBN INF 
SECOND BN THIRD MARINES 
SECOND BN FIVE HUNDRED SECOND ABN INF 

UFO: CG, TF XRAY 
FIRST BRIGlillE ONE HU1\fDRED FIRST ABN DIV 
FIRST MARI1'IES 
ELSG ALPHA 
SECOND BN ELl!."VENrH MARINES 

BT 
SEC RET 
FRAG a 17-68 (HOUSTON) (8) 
A. CG TF XRAY OP 011605Z FEB 68 (s) 
B. CG TF XRAY 0 021730Z FEB 68 (8) 
c. FIFTH MARIINES OPO 4-68 (HousTmT) (8) 
D. FIFTH MAR FRAG 0 16-68 (HOUSTON) (8) 

1. SITUA.'rION: NO CHANGE. 
2. MISSION: NO CHANGE. 
3. EXECUTION: 
A. ·CONCEPT: FIFTH I-'I:ARH.1ES CON'l1INUE8 OFFENSIVE OPNS IN AO VTITH RELIE~' IN PLACE 
OF 'fl.'TO ENS AND RELIEF \VITHOur REPLACEr-lENT OF ONE EN. 'l'HREE ENS EXPAND TO COVER AO. 
B. EFF 3 MAR 68. 
(1) CO B 1/5 CHOP TO FIFTH MARINES 000iH. " 
(2) CO B 1/5 RELIEVES CO E 2/5 IN PLAIDE. CO B REIYLb .. DTS OPCON FJFTH MARINES. 
()) CO E 2/5 MO~S TO PHU LOC FIRE BASE. ON AIL.11.IVAL CHOP TO 1/327. 
(4) CO C 1/5 CHOP TO FFl'H MARINES 1200H. MOVE TO FIFTH lYfARINES REAR. PEU BAr. 
FOR BEBAB. 
(5) co L )/5 CHOP FHOM 1/5 TO FIFTH MARINES 1200H. r.10VE TO CLAYMORE PASS. ON 
ARRI'T.AI, CHOP TO 1/327. 
C. FOR PL.AlIrrUNG 4 MAR 68. EXECUTE mr ORDER. 
(1) 2/5 LESS co F CHOP TO FIFI'll IviARINES ON ORDER. MOVE BN CMD GRP AND CO H TO 
CAD DOE. PREPARE TO RELIEVE 1/327 OF mm LOC TAOR. 
(2) CO G 2/5 MOVES TO PHU LOC FIRE BASE. ON ARRIVAL CHOP TO 1/327. 
D. EFF 4 MAR 68. 
(1) 1/5 CHOP TO FIFTH 11ARINES 1200H. NOVE BN CMD GRP, CO A, AND CO D TO CAU DOl. 
E.EFF 5 MAR 68. 
(1) CO H 2/5 RELIEVES CO E 1/5 IN PLACE. CO H fUill~~I~S OPCON 2/5. 
(2) CO B 1/5 MOVES TO CAU DOl. CHOP FHOMFIFTII I'1ARINES TO 1/5 UN ARRIVAL. 
(3) 1/5 CI-m GRP. CO A, CO B, AND CO D HOVE TO HAl VAN TAOR. PREPARE TO RELIEVE 
2/502 IN PLACE. . 
(4) CO L 3/5 CHOP FROM 1/327 TO 3/5 1200H. REMAIN IN PLACE. 3/5 EXPANDS AO TO 
INCLUDE CLAYl'IORE PASS. 
(5) 2/5 RELI~BS 1/327 OF PHU LOC TAOR IN PLACE AT 1200H. 2/5 RE~~INS IN PLACE. 
(6) 1/327 I-:fOVES FROM PHU lOC r;,'AOR COMMENCING 1200H. CHOP FROM FH"TH rJiARINES TO 
FIRST BRIGADEONE HUNDRED FmST AB:to.T DI'lJ AT 1800H. 
F. EFF 6 IVJ.AR 68. 

DECLASSIFIED 



.f.' 

DECLASSIFIED 

• -(1) 1/5 RELIEVES 2/502 OF HAl VAN TAOR IN PLACE Kr 1200B. 
(2) 2/502 }10VES FROM JIAI VAN TAOR CONlv.IENCING 1200B. CHOP FROM FIFTH MARINES TO 
FIl1ST DE ONE HU~1)RED FIRST ABN DIV AT 1800B. 
G. FOR PLANNING 7 MAR 68. EXECUTE ON ORDER. 
(1) 2/3 RELIEVED OF AO, MOVE TO POO BAI, CHOP FROM Flli'TH MARINES TO FIRST lI'JARINES 
ON ORDER. 
(2) 3h EXPANTIS AO TO RELIEVE 2/3 ON ORDER. 
H. EFF 8 ~'IAR 68. 
(1) CO F 2/5 CHOP FROM FIRST NARlNES TO fIFTH MARINES TO 2/5 AND HOVE TO PHD 
LOC TAOR ON ORDER. 
4. ADMIN-LOG: 
A. RELIEVED AND RELIEVING UNI'l'S COORDINATE TO LEAVE MAXIMD]\1 J\lYIOWl'S OF CLASSES, 
ONE, THREE, AND FIVE SUPPLIES IN PLACE. 
B. POLICE AND AC~l' JlNCE OF J\REAS TO BE COORDINATED BY RELIEVED AND RELIEVING 
UNITS. 
C. TRANSPO:arfATION SCHEIDLE TO BE ANNOUNCED. 
5. COMII1-ELEC: NO CHANGE. 
GP-4 
BT SEC~ 
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FIFrH MARINES. 
'FIRsrr BN FIfjrR J'lARINES 

SECOND EN Irt?r# N.llRINES 
THIRD EN FIFTH ~IARIjIEsl , 

,f 
,I 

INF: CG, TF XRAY ) 
A. F;F'rH J'.iAR OPO 301-68 (S) 
B. FIFTH Mlili OPO 4-68 (ROUST/ON) (8) 
C. HOUS'r0N OVERLAY 

BT 
SECRET 
FItAG ORDER 18-68 (HOUSTON) , 

TASK ORGANIZATION: CHANGE TO READ: 
FIFTH MARINES 
FIRST EN FIFTH MARDlES 

HAND S CO 1/5 
co A 1/5 
co E 1/5 
CO c 1/5 
CO D 1/5 

SECOND BN FIFTH MARINES 
H MID S CO 2/5 
CO E 2/5 
CO F 2/5 
co G 2/5 
CO H 2/5 

THIRD EN FIFTH MARINES 
CO I 3/5 
co K 3/5 
co L 3/5 
co M 3/5 

1. SITUATION: NO CHANGE. 

2. MISS ION'i' NO CHANGE. 

3. EXECU'fION: 
A. CONCEPI': NO CHANGE. 
B. FIRST BN FIFTH ]\'lARINES:' 

, COL BOHN 
MAJ THOMPSON 

1TC01 CBEATHAM 

LTOOL ROCKEY 

(1) CONTINUE S AND D OPNS IN ASSIGNED TAOR AND IN REGT AD COVERING 
REGT OBJS BEGINNING WITH NUMERAL ONE. 

(.g) CHOP ONE Rll'LE CO TO THIRD BN FIFTH JVlARIHES 14 f1AR AT A TIME AGREED 
v'Jrl'H ~rHAT EN. 

C. SECOND BN FIFTH MARINES: 
(1) CmJTIN1JE SAND D OPNS IN ASSIGNED TAOR. 
(2) CDMl'IENCING 13 HAR CONDUCT S AND D OPNS IN REGT AO COVERING REGT 

OB.JS BEG INNING \1!Til NUMERAL '1'\10 • 
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D. THIRD BN I!'ItH 11'lARINES: e 
(1) COlfl'INUE S A..1'ill D OPNS IN ASSIGNED TAOR. 
(2) ASSUlYlE OPCON 0l'IE RIFLE CO FIRST BN FIFrR TiIARHlES 14 MAR .AT A 

TnvlE! AGREED\lITR THAT BN. 
(3) Cm'IMENC ING 14 ]\1!\R CONDUCT MUm I-CO S AND D OPNS ON WI VINH PRONG 

PENINSULA COVERING REGT OBJS :BEGINNING vliTH NUMERAL FIVE. 

E. COORD INST. .. 
( 1) FURNISH SUPPORT ING FRAG ORDERS TO THIS HQ ASAP. 
(2) DIRLAVTR. . 

4. ADMIN - LOG: NO CHANGE. 

5. COMM - ELEC: NO C~TGE. 

SECREI' 
BT 
GP-4 
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HI. EC : OP IMNEDINflte 

F11: OFFSPRING 
TO: ROCKMl-lT 
INF : SAlIDIDJRS'r 

FRAG ORDER 19-68 (HOUSTON) 

1. SITUATION: Bil.SE AREA OF POSSIBLE NVA BN LOCATED EAST BRANHH 'mUOI. 

ONE COMPANY REPORTED OPERATING VIC ZC0396. rrARGNr LIST: 

A. BumcER SERVED BY TRAIL ZC013967. 

B. TRIANGLE DEFENSIVE POSrrrrON ZC013968. 

C • BASE AREA ZC011964. 

D. SUPPLY POINT ZC018961. 

E. ELEPHANT OR TRUCK PARKED ZG024960. 

2. ~USSION: CONDUCT SEARCH OF OFFSPRING OBJECTIVES TWENTY-SIX, T1tlENI'Y-

SEVEN, AND I' WENT Y-EIGHT TO LOCATE AND DESTROY ENEMY FORCES AND l1ATE.'RIAL1 

3. EXECUTION: 

A. SEARCH FOR AND LOCATE EAST-WEST !J:1RAIL. SWEEP \YEST ON AXIS OF 

TRAIL TO CONDUCT S AND D OF TRAIL AND OBJECTIVES fMNTY-SIX, 

TWEl\lTY-SEVEN, AND TWENrY -EIGRT • 

B. BE PREPARED TO SWEEP OBJECTIVE TiIlENTY-NINE ON ORDER. 

_ C. AT YOUR DISCRETION CONDUCT RECON \HTH NO MORE ':rHAN ONE LETTER TO 

OB,JE CTIVE TVIO-ZERO-SIX. 

4. NO CHANGE. 

5. NO CHANGE. 

DTG SIGN~D: 152300H MAR 68 

DECLASSIFIED 



PRECEDENCE: OP IMMED 

FI'-! OFFSPRING 
TO NAILBRUSH 

TERRAPIN 

nrF SANDHUHST 

FRAG ORDER 20-68 (HOUSTON) 

TASK ORGANIZATION: 

NAULERUSH 
NAILBRUSH CHARLIE 
TERRAPIN lVlIKE 

1. SITUATION: 

DECLASSIFIED 

A. ENEMY: ONE LOCAL VC PJ.lA'I' EST STRENGTH 'fHIRTY-SIX ARMED WTIH SA AND ONE 
601'11'1. POSSIBLE HARBOR SIll'E VIC ZQ 147962. KAB 1-1AIN FORCE EN EST STRENGTH 
TVIO-SEVENTY -FIVE IDlED 'It/TIE SA 82IYTh'1, 60MM, 12. 7MM MG, AND B-40. KNOWN TO 
OPERATE VIC ZC1697. INDICATIONS THIS BN RETURNED FROM IIDE TO RECRUIT 
AND TRAIN REPLACEMEN'fS IN MID FEB. 

B. FRIENDLY: HEAOOOLD FOXfI'RO'l' SUPPORTS. 

C. ATTACH-DETACH: TERRAPIN MIKE CHOP TO NAILBRUSH ON ilRRIVAL ASSY lIREA. 

2. MISSION: CONDUCT SEARCH OF DESIGNATED OFFSPRING OBJECTIVES TO LOCATE AND 
m::sr.rROY E1i!EMY FORCES AN]) MATERIAL. 

3. EXECUTION:.-. 

A. NAILBRUSH: 

( 1) MOVE COl!1VlAND GROUP AN]) cmmL IE TO TERRAPIN CP, FROM ROSE: R- 2!2 D-o.5; 
AT 181400H MAR. ASSmIE OPCON ffERRAPmN MIKE ON llRRIV AL At'J1) RON VIC . 
THAT POSIT. 

(2) ilT. H-HOUR ON D-DAY iBlmIN.:..CSEARCR FOR AND LOCATE TRAILS. SWEEP SOUTH 
EASff ON AXIS OF TRAIL TO CONDUCT S AND D OF OBJECTIVES 'l'HIRTY-NINE 
AND THREE-ZERO-ONE. 'ON ORDER CONTINUE TO S AND D OBJECTIVES THREE­
ZERO-'rWO AI.ID THIRTY SEVEN. 

(3) YOUR SOA BEGINNING H HINUS ONE HOUR, FROH ROSE: D-3.0, EAST TO D-3.0 
R-6.o, SOUTH TO D-10.0 R-6.o, WEST ON COMMON LII~ TO D-6.4, AND 
NORTH fro D-3.0. 

B. 'rERRAPIN: 

(1) CHOP 'rER£!.APIN l'IIKE TO NAILBRUSH ON ARRIV 1\L YOUR cP. 

(2) RETRACT ALL FORCES TO vlITHIN YOUR OWN T AOR NLT H M.ums TitJO HOURS. 

-----~~~~------~~~ 
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C • COORDINAT ING INST: 

( 1) D-DAY AND H-HOUR: (:SRPLJQE). 

(2) NAILBRUSH SOA NFZ FOR ALL OTHER UNITS. 

4. NO CHANGE. 

5 • NO CH.AliTGE. 

DrG SIGlfED: 182302H MAR 1968 
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SPECIAL INS(rRUCTIONS": HAND DELIVER TO SECOND BN ELEV:8NTH MARINES AND SECOND 
BN FIFTH MARINES. TELETYPE '1'0 TF XRAY. 

FM: FIFTH lVlARlNES 
TO: SECOND EN ETF'TH J'lIARINES 
INF: CG TF XRAY 

BT 
SECRErl' 

FRAG ORDER 21-68 (HOUSTON) 

1. SrrUATION: 

A. ENEMY: 

(1) ONE NVA CO (POSSIBLE ELEM8~~ OF K4C BN) REIN WITH 60M}f, 82MM 
B-40, AND LMGS OPERATES IN VIC ZC1195. 

(2) FOURTHlIWA REGT ]\'f.AINTAINS A BASE cm VIC ZC 1192, POSSIBLY 
REOCCUPIED SINCE 14 VUffi. 

(3) PRINCIPAL NORTH;I(,SOUTE 'rRAIL (ENEMY NSR) FOLLOWS RIDGE LINE 
FHOM ZC118947 TO ZC1 03937, THEN SOUTH ALONG SONG eHA NAY. 

B. NO CHANGE. 

2. MISSION: CONDUCT SEARCH OF DESIGNATED REGT OBJS (1'0 LOCATE AND DESTROY 
ENEI1Y FORCES AND Y.lATERIAL. 

3 • EXECUT ION : 

A. CONCEPT: mE BN CONnuCTS~ S AND D OPNS WITH TWO COMPANIES IN CANOPY 
SOU'rE OF PHU LOC FIRE KBASE. 

B. SECON]) BN FIFTH M.l\.RINES: 

( 1) AT H-HOUR ON D-DAY COl'-IMENCE SEARCH FOR AND LOCATE ENEJlW TRAILS, 
FEEDER TRAILS, CACHE SITES, Al'ill POSITIONS IN REGT OBJS T·~-JO-ONE-THREE 
AND Two-mE -'fWO. 

(2) BE PREPARED TO E:KPLOIT TRAILS AHD EXTEilTD OPNS TO REGT OBlS TWO­
ONE-FOUR AlI!D 'flilO-ONE-FIVE. 

(3) ONKORDER SIEZE REGT DBJ T\vO-6NE-ONE. 

C. COORD INST: 

(1) D-DAY AND H-HOUR: 212000H. 

(2) SOA EAST BDRY FROM ZC120980 SOUTH TO ZC120945. SOA CONSISTS OF ALL 
REGT AO "JEST OF BDRY. 

(3) SOA EAST BDRY DESIGNA1'ED FCL. 

~-~--------
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FIFTH MARINI 
FIRST BN FIF~H MARINES 
THIRD BN FIFTH ¥...ARHlES 

INF: CG FIRST ~AR DIV 
CG TF XRAY 
FIRST MARINES 
SEVENTH M.ARINES 
ELEVENTH }l[f\RlNES 
FIRST BN FIRST MARINES 
SECOND BN FIFTH MARINES 
SECOND BN ELEVEN'1'H YlAttUNES 

BT 
SECRET 

A. CG TF XRAY 0 261501Z Jl1.AR 68 FRAG 0 19-68 (U) 

FRAG 0 22-68 (U) 

1. SITUATION: 

A.. 1/5 RELIEVES 1/1 IN PLACE 27 MAR. FIRST HARINES PROVIDES LDlrrrED 
HELO ANTI VEH TRANSPORT 'ro POSI'fIONS TO BE RELIEVED. 

B. 2/7 RELIEVES 1/5 IN PLACE OF BAI VAN TAOR 28 ~1AR. 

C. 2/11 SUPPORTS. 

2. MISSION. RELIEVE 1/1 IN PLAr;E OF PHD Bli AO ANn ALL HOLDING POSI'rIONS 
ON SELECTED BRIDGES AND OPS IN THAT AO. 

3 • EXECUT ION: 

A. FIRST BN FIFTH MARINES: 

( 1) 27 MAR: DISPLAEE TVIO RIFLE C0r1jp ANIES TO PHU BAl. RELIEVE 1 J1 
IN PLACE ON BRIDGES, 'NO, 'l'FlREE, AND FOUR: AND Oli OPS TltIO-'l'HREE­
ZERO AND ONE-ElGRrY-ZERO. 

(2) ASSUl'lE RESPONSIBILITY FOR PHU BAI AD ON COIVlPLETION OF RELIEF OF 
HOLDING POSITIONS. 

(3) 28 MAR: 

(A) ONE RIFLE CQ1\'lPANY ASSUMES BALD EAGLE 0900H. 

(B) ON RELIEF OF HAl VAN TAOR BY 2/7 DISPLACE REMAINDER OF 
1/5 TO PHU BAI. 

(c) BE PREPARED TO CHOP TO C G TF XRAY ON OR DER • 
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• 
B. THIRD BN FIFTH MAlUNES: ON ORDER AI30m 28 HAR EXPAND PRESENT 

TAOR TO SOUTH EAST. EliBlt BDRY TO BE FROM 1lT885975 SOUTH '<lEST TO 
.AT8709960. ASSUNE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL AREA TO NEW BDRY. 

C. COORD INSIJ1: 

(1) DIRLAUTH. 

(2) REPORT ACCOMPLISHMENT OF EACH T ASK TO THIS HQ IMMED. 

SECRET 
m 
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"7 
/7 FM: FIFrH MARnn._ • ~J rrO: FIRST EN FIF'l'H MA..11.INES 

SECOND EN ]'IFTH M.&."'tINES 
THIRD BN FIFTH MARINES 

INF: CG .. TF XRAY 
SEVENTH MARINES 
CAG THREE' 

BT 

SECOND BN ELEVENTH MAR lNES 
SECOJl4'D BN S~'V:~l'lTH MARINES 
THIRTY FIFTH BN ARMY ENG BN 

71' f!r.'1' 

FRAG ORDER 23-68 

1. FIFTH MARIl'lES EXP .£l.NDS AO NORTH AND WEST TO INCLUDE PFID BAI, AND 
SOUTH AND EAST TO INCLUJ)E HAl Y AN PASS. 

e 2. EXECU'l'ION: 

A. FIRST BN FIFTH J'vIARINES: 

(1 ) 300800H MAR DISPLACE ELEJ>'1El'TTS rI'O AND IDJLIEVE ELEMENTS OF 2/5 
IN PLACE OF BRIDGES FIVE, SIX, AND SEVEN. 

(2) ON RELIEF OF 2/5 EXPAND PRESEl\TT TAOR SmTH EAST TO BDRY FROM 
008036 SOUTH ON HOI ONG LAl TO 000016; THEN SOUTH ON GL 00 
TO 000000. 

B. SECOND BN FIFTH MARINES: 

(I..) 30 MAR AND WHEN RELIEVED BY 1/5: 

(A) PROVIDE LNO TO FAl\l RELIEVING ELEMENTS OF 1/5 WITH TASKS AND 
AREA. 

(B) ON RELIEl" IN PLACE OF BRIIXmS FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, AND DESmG 
PORTION OF TAOH BY 1/5 SHIFT EAST BDRY OF PRESENT TAOH TO 
1:lEST BDRY PRESCRIBEEFOR 1/5 IN THIS ORDER. 

(C) DISPLACE ONE CO TO, AND RELIEVE ELEIV[E)}[TS OF 3/5 IN PLACE OF 
CLAYMORE PASS. . 

(D) ON RELIEF OF 3/5 EXPAND PRESEN'l' TAOR EAST TO BDRY }!'ROM 
192040 SOUTH ON EAST SIDE OF ROAD TO 1990231 'l'HEN l.!/EST 
ON NORTH SIDE OF STREAM TO 196020: THEN SOt1I'H ON WEST SIDE 
OF SONG TBURA LUU TO 201 980. 

(2) 01 AP: ESTAB ONERBIN PLAT AS HOLDING GARRISON AT BACH MA LZ 061923, 
lINJ) RET1JRN ALL OTJ:lER FORCES TO TAOR. 
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C • THIRD BN FIFTH 111ARINES: ON 30 M.AR MID ItffiEN RELIEVED IN l'LACE OF 

CLAYlYIORE PASS AND DESI@ PORTION OF TAOR BY 2/5: 

(1) PROVIDE LNO TO PAM RELIEVING ELEMJ~lif.rS OF 2/5 HITH TASKS A1ID 
AREA. 

(2) SHll'T WEST BDRY 0]\ PRESE11T TAOR TO EAST BDRY PRESCRIBED FOR 
2/5 IN THIS ORDER. 

(3) DISPLACE TWO CO AND BN CP TO, J\lITD RELIEVE ELEMElifi'S OF 2/7 IN 
PLACE OF LANG CO BRIDGE AND HAl VAN PASS. 

(4) ON RELIEF OF 2/7 EXPA.ND P.RESENT TAOR EAST AND SOUTH TO BDRY 
FROM 944883 1;JEST TO 900890; THEN NCR'rHWEST TO 874915; 'rHEN 
NmH ALONG STREAM TO 864955. 

3. P.EPORT ALL ASSIDV£P'rIONS OF OPCON, RELIEFS, DISPLACEJYIENTS, AND ACCOl'1PLISH-'e MEllfl' OF TASKS BY ill G TO THmS RQ. 

PI 
GP-4 
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• FN: FIFTH M:ARINES 
TO: FIRST BN FIFTH riJAF.I'NES 

SECO:t-;1) BN FIFlrH ~':A1UliES 
THIRD BN FIFTH MAlUNES 

INF: 

BT 

SECONJ) BN Elli'VENTH MARThIES 
CAG THREE 
CG TF XRAY 

g L ""k: 
A. FlFTR MARIlfr':]S OPO 301-68 

FRAG ORDER 24-68 

'. 

1. SITUATION: ENEMY THREAT TO RmE ON EiiTREMELY HIGH, INDICATIONS 
ARE THAll ENEl'iY HILL CONTINUE l'-1AJOR EFFORT TO DESTROY BRIDGES Ai1"D HOLDING 
POSITIONS ON l''lSR TO ISOLATE HUE-PHD' BAI. 

2. MISSION: KEEP HOTJ'£E ONE OPEN. 

3. EXECU'l' ION: 

A. HiCREASE HOLDING GARRISONS AS REQUIRED ill TAOR TO PROTECT KEY 
BRIDGES. 

B. CONDUCT SATURATION lll\ffiUSHES IN STRENGTH ALonG AVENDES OF APPROACH 
'1'0 r1SR. 

C. ES'l'ABLISH .A1lfD rWNTAIN l'10BlLE REKDY REACTION FORCES TO ENGAGE AND 
DESTROY THREATENING EJ;J"EtvIT FORCES. 

D. ESTAB ArID VlAINTUN' PosrrmE LN 'nTH CAPS IN TAOR. 

~ E. BE PREPARED TO CARRY OUT COUNrERilTT ACK PLAN OF REF A • .... 
B~l 

GP-4 
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COPY~Of 50 Copies 
Hg t 5th Haxines 
Task Force XRAY 

"':-,;,~, .:< \ .JZ,..Y-~, 19-.-, ,,' 1 st !liarine Division.. (Rein), M 
Phu Bai, Republic Or Vietnam 

, 061200H' lIarch 1968 r ~(REI\~llpy NO.r70f 'i) 
....... , Operation Order 301-68 ." . 

, ,- .~~.;.., ' '-

:,<' ; , 

Ref: (a) !1aps;, Vietnam 1:50,000 W15 Series L7614 sheets '6641'IIt, IV; 
. 6541 I, II, III, IV 

, Vietnam 1: 25,000 AMS SerieS: 1501 (.nG A/G) Sheets t-1E 46-l6; 
NE 49-13; ~TD 48 ... 4; ND 49 .. 1., 

lbd",l1st'}1a.rDiv cpo 301--68 
~ 1st }IarDi v O~ 309-66' 

DiVO 5400.3' w/C'ail~l ' , 

(~~ef't' DivO P02000.2 (CEOI) TF XRAY ~.op0301-68-
5thl'Iar'.AdminO 301-68 
TF XRAY AdminO 11-68 to FragO 11-68 , 

Time Zone: H' 

Task Organization: 

" • SlTUATION 

( 1) ,Annex ~ (Intelligence) 

(2) CurrentTIlTsm,1S' 

b.. .F+iendly' Fbrces " 

(1) 2d Bn,11th.l~rin:es direct sup'DOrt. 

(2) 1 st llAH provides- fixed and rCitnry ,'ling sUPJ?.ort~, 

,(3) El'ements'of CAG'3 t,dth RVlT:r:G' units interdicts route 1~'q and 
guards·' 'desiGnated key bridges • ' ," ,', ,,: .. 

2. NISSIOl! 

'.1 

In tile assigned'1.D: Keep the MSRo~n byp~ot~cting RoUte: i~~1 'and:S'iip-
, po~ing bridGes; ou.lverts,anttpasses. Bu:pport and, protect frie.ndly :in­

stallatiOns, 'Uriits,eon\roys, and r~:lIJ,d repair parties • Conduct offensive 
operations ,to destroy' enGmy forces ,material, and positions,... "" '" ' 

, , . . .' . '," ~. 

,00-1 

DOWNGRANT!, T ,~, Y~I!· PINTERVAis: 
DECi..ASSn< ';' . r :>, Y iA~. 
. DOD DI.. S'<:v(j,lO 
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3 ~ EXECUT ION 

a. Conce-pt of O·:2.q2~ill..ol1§.. Hithin assic;ned AO ost-abIish a rogil'1~ntal 
TAOR along the axis of tho EST.( from the ncrtI1iTe's~ boundary to the 
southll'cst boundTy extending laterally fran n.oute ~!:'t to include com­
manding terrain e~d key installations and villBgCS; Bnd possible 
enemy mortar and ambush sites. Zstablish 3 ba ttn.lion TAORs "'i thin 
tho·regimental TAOR to affoctequal.dostribution of tactical res­
ponsibility in carrying out assigncdmission. Usc minicium of forc-

. es to() conduct local offensive operations in battalion TACRs, and in­
dividual and multi-battalion offensive o:,:,crations in the regimentnJ. 
AO to destroy threatening enemy forces and dcny use of terrain for 
bases· and cache sites. 

b. 1 st Bn. 5th r.in.rines. 

\ ( 1 ) 
'. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Establish in the Hai Yan T~l.OR to keep Route t!-J and all support­
ing bridges, culverts, and passos o~on. 

Bste,bUsh holding posi"Cions to dofend Lang Co Bridge and Sand­
box Fire Base; and designatod key bridges. 

Conduct offensive ope3:ations in assicnod TAOR to destroy threat­
ening enomy foroes, matorio.l, and positions. 

Plan for and be prc1)arccl to support and aElsist C.:~P-H-9 and. all 
other friondly forces and installations in assigned TAOR in the 
avent ofonomy attack. 

o. 2d l?lli_ 5th Ha:t:inQ£. 

/ 

( 1) Establish in the Phu ·Loe Tll.OR to keep Route 1'h and all SUPl?0rt. 
ing bridgos, cul-./erts, and pO.S80S o')en. 

(-2) !1:stablish holding positions to dofo·nd the Truoi r Te j~urui, r.md 
Dap Dinh bridges; the CB Rock Crusher Sitq and ::?hu 1100 Fire 
Baso. ! 

(3) Conduct offensive. operations in assigned 'r~'i.OR to destroy threat­
eninG enemy forces, mc,teriO:l, andposi tions. 

(4) Plan for and be yrcT)c.r.ed to support ::md assist CL?-H-4, CAP-
H-5 ,CAP-H-8, Phi:.i. Loc District HcC'.dql):artcrs, Peaceful Valley 
Fire , Be,so , Cau-DoLLSl:.., and all othcr fricndly units and instal­
lations inassi,'rrlco. T.~.OR in'tho ·cvent of enemy att0ck. 

d. .2.Q. Bn, 5th Nar.ipes. 

(1) Establish in tho Bm-rling Alley T.,~OR to keep Route !J:1 cmd all sU'J­

porting bridges, culverts, and passes open. 

(2) EstaQlish hcilding~ositions to defend Claymore Pass, Nuroc Ngot 
:Eridgo, and TombstonG Fire Ease. 

00-2 ~P.EI' 
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Co~uct.fonSiVO operations in nsSignCdtOR to 
o~ onemy foraes, matcri~l, and positions. 

destro! thrcat-

(4) Plan for and be pr011E'..rcd to supj10rt and c..ssist c.tJ?-~-:6, C . .''..?-
11-7, and all other friendly forces and installt.tions. in assign-
ed T~~OR in the event of enomy· D. t tack. , ... , " : . 

(1) This orcl.3r 'offoctivo for planning iLlt'tadiatoly, OIJ:ocuto on ordor. 

(2) All u.nits ,.rill be preparod. to accomplish the foll~Ting tauka 
in accorde.nce . ,'lith Annex C (Concept of O;poration,~). 

(a) Protect and assist friendly convoys moving on USB. through 
assigned 'rAOR. 

jbYhov1do :sbcu:dtlro~ roM, and,'briilgc repair partios in as-
. signed. TAOR;' ".": . . .. 

;'''', 

"'Te) Surmort mine Slloop oporations on 1ISIl. in assigned T.t'I.OR. 

(d)Chop'rcactf6h forces to any point in tho rog:tnlental. 11.0." 
. ~ . "". '.' '.. '. 

(o)';Conduct offensiVo ,ooorations us a·battc.lionor. nsrort· of 
\: ." J n rlui ti'..:'bnttcl:ton fdree in 8ny llroc. of tho rogiIDonto.l AO ... . ' .' ..) ," , . . . . ~ , . ..., ~. . 

"" r~ 

{3"Y:':BnCPs t and com"()z:mioSSQparc;toa: £r~I:l·Bn Cli's Hillha.vo IIS!" CCl.}?-
aoilit'ics' at ail ~tiI!lcs. .... . , '.;' 

.-r :' 

4. .ADlIINIsrP .. ·.::..TION· 1..mJ LOGIsTICS ... _. 

'" . .. . 

;. , " "', ""!'. '.' . .,... .~' .. . ~",., "~ .' . . : ~. . ,.,; ...... . .... 

a. . :. . .'-.. ··,t 

b. nSG ( At: 'T:L:~ has o,stablished a L8.i vicinity ZD052027 as tho primary 
~:p!l11,f;30UJ:'90 J'o~ Ole.ss If. III, IV and V for operating units. FLSG 
~~~1')T~\ '9-t ... :J?l.lu. ~.~. ~omai:p:s t~o' sUp:>ly :\'1oint for Clo.ss II for o1!orat­
ihg' unita·'tind'·'for. all' classos" of supply:fo:t' the Regimental·Rear ... ·' 

._ .. ~ '~~~': ,":, "~:(~((~'~ :'~'.,:;'.~'" ~.', :.,:} .•.. ,: ."- .. ~'~;,: ',,:".: '.":- · ... r.'·.'·!' .. :';.' ., ... :'" .~.:., .. :-:~.:;::i _ .. - ~ 

6. ~oSUR"'lZ. "By' Shopping' ii~t~ :b, LSi{ Via.'UST :'-orby diroot· plclro:p. " 

00-3.··· 
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Clothing tlnd. Equipment rcquost~ \Olill be :?£:I.ssed to tho Regimont!]'l 
Roa.r for completion. Sur!r,co dclivck"Y .. rill be used \-Thore' poss1blo~ 
Air rosuJJJ?ly requests \1ill be submitted. to this hea.dquaiters by 
1200 of day prior to delivery date for l~to afternoon delivery ot 
noxmal resu.7ply. ]bargoncy resupply requested uill be mot as s~on 
as (:Possiblo, but should be hold to 0. minimum by pro::>or pltlnD.inB. 

4..t~;Wl1o~iqn. Administra.tivo runs to Pbu. :Ba.i will d.opart .. 000 
Doi at 0900 and. 1330 with rotum leaving Pb,u Bai (5th Harluet!! &,.4) 
o.t1200 and 1600 da.11y. Units 'till coord1Mto 0.11 adm:in rwuiw1th 
Regimont for boStuao of vohiclo assots. 

o. ,[croco 

(1) l1a.intcbatloc. La'!. ha.e limited 3d echelon maintcno.nce o~bll-
ity on ordnance and eloctronios itOtls. Ha.intenanoc flOEl.h 't'ill 
bo held a.t FLSG lJ.?1:rA in Phu :8a.i. Contact teens a.vaila.blo on 
request. Requesting unit provide as much information as possible 
about difficulty. Units are responsiblo for cvacU2~ion and ~urn 
into FLSG 'll.1?HAequipnent needing ro~air beyond capability: of LSA • 

(2) Sh'qro Party. Units assigned IISP pcrso~ol "rill insuro thnt 1I9Ts 
arc kcJ?t With, cOllDan1os working in' canopy or in arMs inacccfI-
i~l() by road. Maximum utilbation ~fillbo rmdo of HSl'oeJ!ls. 

(;) llotorTransport. DotachI.1cnt of 1st Metor Transport Battalion in 
direct support of 5th Marines. Units with truck requireDcnts 
submitrcquosts to this headquarters as far in advance as )?OS-

, sible'.: Hai -Van battalion Hill 'nom.ally hD.vO 2 trucks attD.chod. 
f. Units operating in canopy DXO urged to request and use Long Rc:.Ilgc 

l'atrol Rations \Thon avc,ila.blo, and aro rCtlindcd of tho need ,for 
s?ociD.l attention to. demolition noeds, and of requirement for lcngths 
of ~}" inch 'lino. On nan ehai'n SOMS "lill 'be distributed \-Then and 
as available. Portable water cont2.incrs should be retainod for rc-
uso'\!lhonevcr PQssible. ' 

'W' g. Po:t:,sohnol 

Special personnel reporting 'must be accon~lishcd accuratGly and 
prollptly. .Commandattonti::>n is diroctccL. 

00-4 SJi'_.cnr.rrr 
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.il.nnOX ]I (C onm-Eloc ) • 

:..IDrn~s: 

:J -Te.sk Orgc.nization 
~iP - Intelligence 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
:BY COlJl.tJTD OF COLOlrJJ.J :somT 

QP~~ 
(2) ~IT.'.~IITON 

LlZUT:JrfJ'lT COLOlrJL, 11. s. }tUUN.3 CCR?S 
E}L~UTIV8 OFFICER 

~p- Concopt of Oporations 
VD - Artillery and Naval Gunfire Support 
.JE - l..ir SWJ'Jort , -'-"-
ilF - COl'.1Iil-Blcc 
J ,f} -Civic ;~ction 
'il,H - 2sy Opo 
Jx - Distribution 

. DlfJrI;.IBUTION: :Jl!lOX X (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-68 
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• Hq, 5th Marines 
Task Force YJii'.Y 
1st Marine Division (Rein), M 
Phu Bai; li'.;;pub1io of Vietnam 
061200H J!mch 1968 

Aimex A (Task Or,pnization). to Operation Order 301-68 

. Time Zonel H 

1ask Organization 

2th Ma.rines i (Rein)· 
HqCo, 5th Marines 
Co 0, 1st Recon En 

,1st Bn •. 5tb Marines 
H&S Co 
Co A 
Co B 
Co C 
Co D 

2nd En, 5th Marines 
H&S Co 
Co E 
Co F 
CoG 
Co"-R 

3rd Bn. 5th Marines 
H&S Co 
Co t-
CoK 
Co L 
Co N 

Ml2.j TRO~SON 

LtCol CBE.A:£HAM 

LtCo1 ROCKEY 

l!Y COMMhND OF COLONEL BOEN 

.mNmGHrON ~ 
Lieutenant Colonel,' U. s. Marine Corps 

Executive Officer 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex X (Dlstri'bl.ltion) to Operation Order 301-68 
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PJb 5 t.ll l'1.~~r iu,e's 
,Task Force x,,"i.AY 
1st iil'.Xino l)ivision (Rein), FN~' 
Phu Bai. 3.epublic of Vietriun 

,,061200 i,luUiCh 1960 

Annex B (Intelligenoe) to Operation Ordor ~Ol-6s ' . 
Ro£. (a) Mapa. Vietnam 1'50,000 ~i;;a ~1ea ~7Q14 Shoots. 6641 III, IV, 6541 I, 

,lIt lIlt l.V. 

Tine ZO ne J H 

a. limeS', Forces, 
, , .. 

;.' ;~,;~ , •.... ,~;J ~;; ... ~.F .... 
, .. 

(1) Appendix 1 (Intelligenoe .tilnete) 

b. :,t';'l"s, oapturer! documents and rocent enor:;y activities indioate that the 
flost probable course ot action to be tt~kOri by the enany is the co nt inu';' 
ing interdiotion of ~iiBhwll.'y 1 by a oonbin."t.tion ot mining, explosive 
devioes, lll)rt~/rccket atta.o.ks, sapper attacks on bri,dges, culverts and 
CAP units, and ambushes of convoys. The enomy can aleo be expected to 
USe his oapability to export rioe and foodstuffs from the lowlands ~oross· 
.Highway' 1 into the mountainous area base oamps. The enemy has the oape.­
bUity to conduot atta.oks 'of up to reinforced Regimental strength on 
friendly units and ~nstallations throughout the Area of Operations. 

2. ESSENTIAL ELEM1!1NTS' OF INFORMATloN " 

8. Essentia.l'Elenents of Info:rnation ' 

(1) DeterI!line if the eneny wui attack friendl.V forc~s' and/or' ,installa­
tions. If so, when, where, in what strength', and with what foroes? 

(2) Determ-me if ,the enemy ,'will dai'end eneI;Y' held o~ oontrolled areas 
against friendly operations. If 'Bo,when, where, in what,atrength, 
and with ldla;t' for-oes'i' ' 

(3) Determ'ine:1£ th~ eneny will reinfbrce units in or Il~ar the '5th 
Ma;r1:nes :A.O. If.so,: when,where, inwh$t strength, and with 
whe:t £-oroas'i' ' , , 

(4) Determine if the ensI:'lY will withdraw. If so, whGn, where, with. 
what for~es, and to what new looation? 

," ':',",/' B-1 _ 
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(5) Deternine if the eneuy will delay,' 
strength, and with what forces? '" If so, when, where," in what 

(6) DeterDine if the eneny will euploy supportingarns, if 80, when, 
where, in what types, and how nany. 

(7) DeterDina if the eneny will eDploy NBO weapons 0 If SO what types, 
when, where, by what units, with what delivery neans, and how 
many? 

(8) Deternine the ourrent locations ot aneny units, strengths, and 
nunbers and t,ypes of weapons. 

(9) Determine the lo'cation of all landing zones, roads, trails, 
river .fords, and bridges not shown on the nap and the aondition 
of all roads, trails, fords, and bridges within the AD. 

(10) Deterraine the enerayt 8 oonbat effeotiveness to evaluate mrale, 
d.iscipline, training, and status of supplies and personnel 
replaoener,ts • 

b. Other Intelligence Reguirenents 

(1) Deternine VC/NVi~ land and water routes for the infiltration and 
withdrawal of personnel end material into and through the 
Regioent's area of operations. 

(2) .Deternine the affect of friendly supporting aros on enany eIJ.plaoe~ 
nents with regard to naterj,al danage, oasual tios, and the norale 
of both va and civilian population? 

(3) Deternine the enerw l s ca.pability of onploying and/or defending 
against NBC warfare. 

(4) De tern ine which friendly controlled r~utes, bridges, and instal­
lations are of interest to the eneny. 

(5) Determine whioh areas are controlled by the eneny; the extent 
of this control, and how it is naintained. 

(6) Deternine the eneny's logistic capabilities, to include nothods 

(7 ) 

of transport. locat:ions of transportation tinits, status of supply, 
and locations of supply ca.ches, hospitals, arLwries, and other 
faoilities. 

Deteroine the location, 
oations. 

strength and weaknesses of eneny fortif~ 

B-2 lAlJJOOIitbl~~fMtij],w 
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3. ItilNLLIGENCE .. WQUISTlON 

at. Area of oollection responsibility 

(1) Eaoh subordinate battalion is responsible. for the overa:ll coll~eo­
tionet'fort within. itsa.ssigned area of operations. 

(2) All other organic and assigned units to the 5th lYfarines are 
responsible for the oolleotion effort within. their respective 
areas of respoilsiblity. 

b. Orders for Subordinate OotlLlBnds 

(1) All units oakeIJa.Ximuoagressiveuse of or~ic·and a.ttached 
reconnaissanoe and survelliance capabilities to inolude scout dogs 
an0~ .. lli/PPS-6 to. find and fix 'the eneoy. 

(2) All units report innadiatelY' 

(a) All Vc/NVA sight~gs and contaots. 

(b) . The size, direction and location of all VO/NVA ·IJOveoents •. 

(0) AU fighting holes, tunnels, bunkers, oavesand other forti-

(d) 

(e ). 

(r) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

, (j) 

(k) 

(1) 

fioations discovered, and to include dimensions, construQtbn 
nateria:la, firing ports tactical. &rrangenent. 

imy sudden increase/deorease in attendance at oarket place. 

Any. trails, paths or areas which VN civilians avoid using. 

iiny sudden increase/deorease in attendanoe at MEDC..-U'. 

All ~upply and arns oaohes found •. 

Jul secondary explosions noted. 

~ll suspicious o~ unusual river or road traffic. 

All instances of VC/NVi~ warning neasures and devioes. 

W~ter cache basins and availability bf potable water. 

Any other infortlation 'obtained to satisfy the intelligenoe 
requ:iXenents • 
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o. Requests to higher and adjaoent Headquarters 

(1) G-2.. 1st Mar DiT/Task Foroe X-Ray 

(2) 

(8) Provide, as raq,uested, llhoto ,~gery and oIlPD interpretations. 

(b)" ProTllde'oodiiional intelligence studies as developed. 

(0) l?rovide taQbnioal intelligenee 'assistanoe as req,uired. 

(d) Provide Spacial. intelligenoe. 

(0) Corrdinate axo~ge of pertinent intelligence infornation 
with 2nd ARVN Division elallents as developed, . 

1st CI TeeD, FMF :. 

(a) :Provide up to· dat~ 'blaak lU;ts 'with dia.critioal Darkings -
~ copies. 

(b) Provide agent reports as obtained!, 

(; ) Thua .Thien Province Heoog1larters 

(a) Provide Gaze1ear of GVN/va nanoa for hanlets and villages -
6 oopies • 

. (b) .s,xchange p~rtinent intelligen66 infoxoation as developed. 

4. ME.~~S FOR HANDLINGPmOONNEIq lX)CUMlilNTS, dliD }'U~':WUAL 
~ ,~ . 

a~ Regimental PW collection point is intially at Cau lX>i. Subseq,uent 
oolleotion points BS announced. 

b. Captured Me,tarials. Routine prooessing of oaptured naterial will be 
effected thr::Jugh noroal. channels to inolude Task Force X-Ra,y. 

5. :t-W's, PIDIDGB.U'HS .\,ND MiE.:. STIJ.DIES 

8. Maps 

(1) 

~ (2) 

:g 

The standard tactioal ~.P for operations in Vietnao is Map, Vietnao, 
1:50,000, .lUiS Series L7014. The following sheets are req,uired for 
5th Marines TACH, 6541 I, II, III, IV, 6641 III, IV. 

Requiai tic!l and distribution. Req isi tion and distribu ' n will 
be L'lBrle on an as required basis v : IlfDmlrl~ n~ 
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6. REPORTS AND DISTHIBUTION 

ar. Re,t.lorts 
.~., '. "." 

. , i 
" .... ""'., , ., ...... , ..... ,.;;. 

(1 ) Spa t Heports. All co ntacts, sight ings and 0 ther intell igence 
infornation of an urgent nature will be iuoediate1y reported to 
this headquarters by spot Report. All such infOl.'nation will 
be reported thrcugh ~ channels by the Dost expeditious Deans • 

. The Spot Report will answer the questions Who, What t Where, When, 
and How. See CG, 1st MarDiv DSg 2910292. August 1967 title "GOO 
RePorting ProcedUres". 

(2)' ~ell Reports/MOrtar Reports (Shal/Rep/Mbrt/dep) . . .. - - .. ~ "\ . 

(A) See Div,ision Order P 3600.lF 

(b) VO/lIVJ~ use of 1.'0 cketa/ artillery /nortars will be reported 
:l.l:media. tely. 

(c) Crater aInaIlysis will be parfornad as soon Bspraotica.ble and 
the results reported to this headquarters. . 

(3) Intsun' a. Battalions OI'CON 5th Merines are not required to prepare 
a daily INTSUM. Regiment will aooplete and distribute INTSUM £01.' 

the period 0600-0600 to reach headquarters Task Force X-liaY by 
1200 dad.1y. 

b. Distribution of Intelligenc.e Rewrts 

~: (1) Intsuo's Reginent will distribute to highe.r, adjacent and 
subordinate headquarters the daily INTSID1. 

7. MISCEWoNOOUS INSTltUCTIONS 

a. AuxilIary Agencies' 

(1) Interrogator-Translater TeaDe, assigned to Ba.,ttalion and 
Reginental Hq will interrogate ~nd classify detainees/PW's in 
aocordance with current Jlivision and III l-~ oopt S. 

b. Target Informtion 

(1) See Appendix 1 (Target List) 

o. Weathe.r lnfornation 

B-5 -
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Tide, sunrise and sunset tal,:J:~e 8 and climatic conditions, see 
Division G-2? Astrol1.om:LceJ. Dccta, for '{,Jar 196<'3. ~:':" f 

,"' :.~., '. 

(2~~' \feat11er see 1 st ~Ieather lJing S}Jecie.l Study 105-9/2. 

BY CObl1AII] OF COLmrJl. ]orIN 

0P'W!)~~~ 
. G.. C. MC.rJAUG'LTO.-r . 

Lieutenant' Colonel, U .. S. Narine CorpS! 

li...PPE~IXB8 : . 
111, •• Intelli0~nceEs.timate 
v2 - Areo. Study , . .," . 
\/3 - Eridg~ Sb.td.Y, Route '111 .: .' 
---4 - Target List '( to be' published) 

Executive Officer 

.. . . 

DISTRIBDTIOli~ An."'lex X (Distribution) to '~.t';rations Orcler 301-68 
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Hq" 5th J.'i)a.rfules 
Task Force,' XJ.~:.Y " 
let 1l1arlne .Division .(H.e~), FMF 
Phu Ba:i,Republic.o£ Vietnao 
061200 March 1968 

.At?pendix 1 (intelligEmoe Estina;t~) tOAnn6~ B (Intelligence) to Operation 
Order 301-68 

Hefa (a.) MaPSI ~ Vi~tnaml:50,OOO Al-IS Series L1014 Sheets 6541 I, II, III, IV, 
6641 III, IV. 
Vietnao 1 i 2-5 ,000 ~l.MS Series 1501 (JOG Jl/G) Sheets NE 48-16, 
NE 49-13, ND 48-4, ND 49-1. 

(Oe) III MAF Intelligence Estimate 13-67 (ICTZ) of 1 Aug 1961 
() lat MBrDiv Sp&eisl Intelligence EstiDate H&iVan Pasa/Fhu.Loc 

of 10 Oct 1967. 

lf
de~~ III ,MAFPERINTliEl? Number 52- of 311 11eQ, 1967 

la:t MarDiy Intelligence study (Phu Bad. B6aiJe1 .i4r6a1) of 15 Nov 1967 
1st MarL'i.v Speci{U Intelligenoe study 2-67 of 16 Nov 1967 
1st Ma.rDiv Special Intelligenoe study 2-67i>. of 16 Nov 1967 
1st Marntv, Special Intelligenoe Study 4-67 of 16 Nov 1.967 

!k

ij JIBt MarIld.v SpedaJ. Intelligenoe study 10-67 of 16 Nov 1967 
1st MarDiv Spea:~al Intell~genae study 1;-67 (Phu 1oc) af 17 Nov 1967 
1st Ma.rDLy Specll.al Inten~genoe study 17-67 (Nam Dong) of 11 NoV 1967 

Time Zonet H 

1. MISSION, 

ao. Baa-ic Mission. ~eep MSlt lliliong lioute #1 in assigned 1;.0 open. In oonjunc­
tion with friendly foroes pJroteot U.S. and GVN installations, bridges, 
overpasses, 'Vehioles, equipnent, supplies-'and personnel by destroying 
thre~tening enemy forces :in assigned il(). Conduct offensive opera.ctions 
in ;A.Q to kill. or oapture eneoy personnel and destroy eIleD3' weapons, 
material and pcsi tiona. 

b. PurPose of this Est~ma.te.To provida sufficiEmt intelligenoe information 
to plan and prepare- to cerrry out the basic. tlission. 

a. C.haraoteriatics ot .. ~4rea: ot Operations. 

(1) Mtlita.r.y Geography. The TJ.OH, loca.ted in the eastern and southern 
portion of .Thua. Thien Province, J:CTZ, is divided topographically 
into the western nountanlna a.nd the centrai piednont a.nd the swl 
coastal plain. 

.. 
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The mountains whioh extend in a, general north-south belt 
aJ.ong the wGstarnboundary, and an ea;s~west belt along the 
southern boundary, are hea.vily dissect,ad ,a.nd rugged with elopes 
ranging from ,0 to 40 degreese Evergreen seoondary forests 

, are predcr:d.nant, trees range iIi height fron 25-30 meters with 
BODe as high a.e 50 meters. ,: 'rile 'oanopy is oontinuoue and 

, dark green. Tree trunks are straight, oOl~nonly 2 to 16 oeters 
apart and. unbre.no.hed to g:z:oeat heights a ' Secondary forests 
oonsist of s~lar trees with a disoontinuous canopy and nore 
dense un(j.ergrbwth. " 

(b) ',The narrow. piednont, west ot route #1. consists of Wldulat1ng 
"hills ~wh:1.oha.r~o'Clt by nuoerous rivGlLvalleyih These water-

, wa:/sextend like f:i.ngers froo the :w~s~orn highlands ,through 
"the. piedm~te BUls in the piedoont ,range froo,:30 to 70 
net~rs in elevation with slopes between 10 and 20 degrees. 
';fue' piedIJont is predominantly; seoondary, broadleaf forest 

(a) 

, 'with sone dense' overgt'Qcn t'orest'. Dense undergrowth is mrs 
~b,undant than in the count&1.na, with, 15-30 foot high banboo 

. and palo thiokets very OOlnLlon. There 'are SODe gra.ss area.s, 
gt'ow;ipg as high aa five teet, aa well ,as small cuI tivatad 
areas of dry oro ps. ' 

, Good observation 'and fi.elds 01: fdre in the mounta.ins arel'GW 
st:rioted to '1;110ge areas,:where slopes abu~ .open ve.lleys. Aerial 
obsen:a.~ion .is seierE?ly: l'ioited, by the densavegeisation.In 

, the piedmoht; Bopcfobs6riation and fields, of fire can be found 
'in',t~9 low hUls e.nclthe open. areas on the valley flGOT.s • 

. ~i44observC\t1on· is d.oproved by a decrease invegetat.ion 
density but retl8ins loo&l.ly restricted by areas of dense Under­
gr.'Owth. In the ooastal area. observation and. fields of fire 
are generally good but tQpeded by looalirregularitles and 
hedges in bu,Ut up areas. Air observation is good. 

(ti) C.ov~ and Co·noeaU.~. ,Cover and concealment in ,:the rountaina 
and ~n, the pied\.lOnt are excellent. In the ooastal erea aome 
aOv~ ia~\'l'ovided by paddy d~~s andoocas±Ona.l sand dunes. 
C6no~e:4I;lent is ~ ~f:l,d. tbthSt available in the built up areo.s 
and' in the dense,,.ciature rioe fields at aerta.in times of the 
year. ' , ' 

(e) .nrenues of A.pproa.oh. aenuesof approach are restricted to 
the existing vary licited roa.d net; helioopter landing zones 
~:i:Q.h v~;ffroo p+en~U:ul in ~he ,ooastal ,~eEi;. tQ. infrequent 
and easilY interdioted ,in'the rountains; ,the navigable water­
ways of the ooaste.le.rea. the minor ve.ll~....8JJtS-t~B4'F.bt;lr~mta'il 

gradients, end.M ~~:iV. ~aU net'~~OO~~~i$[I~ . 
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(1' ) Key Terl: ain 

ioute #11 the MSR,tl'lrou~ut the Ti~Rt ,but part icula.rl'y , . 
in the .llBi Van fiass area" the Trouiand Lang Co bridge~, , 
8,Jld the, ])a.. Bao" RooRai and Phu Gis. passes where it cap. " 
be TJOst ea.a;Uyinterdicted. r ,:: , " 

/ ........... . 
g.. Small hills, strem 'Valley andtr~11 junotions along 

, the piedOOnt whiohoontrol, avenues of approach£roo the 
;west .\Ul,d south. 

l- The Cau Tao ilion which provides wa-ter Meess to the Da.t1 
Can. Hai~ control~ing a najor water intil tration route. 

i. Control piriea produoing areas will seriously hinder the 
,enem.v' s· food, supplies. . 

(g) great on enemy oapabUities~ The mount8Jin~a.nd piedmont 
(a.vor the eneoy taotically. " Irregul,ar terrain and dense 
vegetation off ier excellent. concealment t routes of. infil­
tration and defensive pqsitions. The coastal areas do not 
favor SI1stained attaoks by large ·forces' 

(h) EC.fect of friendly foroes. The steep, rugged, heavily 
forested muntllins in the west a.nd south of our TAOR will 
seriously hinder overtand.TJ.obil1ty. Short fields of fire, 
restricted observation, and limited LOO atnd helicopter LZ's 
ooke foroes operating in' those areas partioularly vulnerable 
toambushee and diff ioul t to support ' logistically. The 
p1edLlOnt area' is lass restJ:iotive. It contains more LOG and 
helicopter LZ's .BS well as nunerous areas where observation 
and fields of fire are weh better than in the ncuntains. 

,dense un:dergrowth throughout' DUch of the piedmont, however, 
will impose definite restrictions on friendly operations. 
In the ooootail. area ,during the monsoon season, flooded rioe 
paddies c.nd tho extensive Wllterway system will iopede foo t 
rovement and seriously restrict r.1Otorized/tlechani~d tlovenient • 
.Du:ring the dry season, however, these areas will favor our 
opera.tions. . ' 

( 2 ) 1{yeiro gr; aph.y 

(a) The 'llaDi Cau Hai, the large lagJon a1~ng the coast, is 
a~proximately B ki~ometers widsand ha.s a' depth of 12 meters 
at its' deepest po int. This lagoon is connected by a series 
of l~ons to form and inland waterway running North from 

, the "'0 approximately 64 kilometers. . 
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81rf and tide cond1t-1onsare a.f.'feoted by the season of the 
yea:r. During the period November through March,' ~urf 4 feet 
or higher oocurs along the exposed beaches up to 55% of the 
time. 'During lhe period JWl6 through September surf 4 feet 
or higher oaours 26% of the time. Average tidal range for 
this a;r&a.~ is'" two fee t • 

Numerous landing' bee.ohes exist ~lo~, t4e entire length of ,. 
the tieR.,' BeaCh' approaohes near,: sh::>re are ole~." Near shore 
slopes ratlgefroD steep to flat but relatively, ,feW.. steep. 
slopes front tha beaches. The primary near, smre bottQIll ,'. 
material is sand. Beach gra.dients' are prodol:ilinantll steep 
to IJO derate in the low wa tar ' to ,high ~a tar and. I:ilO Btly steap 
in the high wa-ter zone.. Exits frOIl the beaches are aJ.most 
nonexistent, presentilig a major, dti't'iculty to sustained 
8I'lphibioUs landings. - . .. 

(,) Climate and -Weather. Bee area hand-book"Tab ~ to area, study. 

(4) ~anaWrtation 

ea:) Highwgy. The main north-south route is Highway #1. The road 
bed is bti.:iilt up; however, the foundation, is weak and has no t 

(b) 

(0) 

held up under hea.vy traffio. The surface is bituminous , 
maoadam 'and varies in width from three to seven meters.. The 
overBll rating 'is'olass15,·though it is possible to sustain 
up'to'olaSs 25traffio by, exercising oautiOn, aooepting risk 
oros~of certain bridges and utilizing bypasses during the 
dry sae..son. Highwaus are -easily interdicted and keeping them 
open is an important indioation of oontrolling ICTZ. He­
plaoeoentof timber-trestle bridges washed out duing the ~a" 
mnsoo,n with pile-bent bridges is expooted to iopede_further 
washouts.. On the southeastern edge of the TJ~OR, Highwa,y #1 
outs through a IlIOunta.:inous section (Hai Van Fasa) where the 
road is so narrow that traffic must be I!lOnitored at terminal 
l?P inta topermi t oDly one way traf!1c:. 

I :"'i":.f'·:~· , ~ 

Railroads. The national' railroad parallels Highway 111 '.'it""-' - \ 
thrcughout:the "TAOltJ however, ene~ interdiotion has made ~ 
the use of' rail facilities iIaposaible. '<s=2> 

P 
'W&terwe.ys., SUeatlS flow swiftly in the highlands but a.s th y ~ 
reaoh the. piedmont they widen into rivers and flow oore s10 ~ \ 
In the' coastla.nd they beoone sluggish and subjeot to sil t1ng ~ \ 
C,onsequently the utility of the rivers and the inland water- ~ 
wafs is 18lrgely limited to shallow draft ships or oraft. Th e~ 
are three prinoipal waterways within the TJlOR: the Ca.u Hai, \§§ 
at the T.ruo1, the S:mg Bu Lu, and the :atl Lap An. !l'hese are 
are navigable only to small native craft, and have a safe 
~ of '.3 meters at high water ~1.5 ~eters at low/water • 
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:French is understood by a, large percentage of the, po~ulation. 

(b) Heligfpn. ' The najority of the Vietnanese n,r,e noninal Buddhist. 
The activist element, of the ,Bud:lhist rlieraroh,Y is located in' 
lfue~ In the past; a. militant Buddhist el'ecient' has had oonsider­
able irif'luence upon the GVl:l. Thc,'oost iDp::hitant minority 
re1igicm is C,a.tholio, ari(l BOa Hao ari,1 eao Dai sects are found 
in small nlU:clbers. ' , 

(oJ ~ Eduoat~. ''Th~, soht;>ois ,.,*e' pa.tter~eda.fter the French system 
with 5prmary and 7 aeool).dary grades. ,Silica:rna.nY ,rural 
dW6l.1ers spend no tlOre than 3 yeaxs in scrool, tho ).i.taracy 
rate is generally low:~ , ' , 

(e) 

(£ ) 

(g) 

. .'. 

OVeraJ.,l. Sooia1 Unrest is aggravated, by , econ::lnic f polt tif'81' 
and r.d.l1tary d1sbcation o;r'-Viatnam:eee lite;. , Family and ", 
vUlage groupings continue as the basio so~i!:u' and eooIlDInio 
units, hampering efforts toward aohieving national identity'. 

l?ublio Hoalth. l'ublio' heal th is plagued by dietary diseasoo, 
inadequate G'VN med.ical services', lack of potable water, and 
primitive sanita.tion and <hy.giene standards. This' is due to 
a low level of hee.! th education and a preva.iling philosophy 
whioh' accepts' dls'eases as the normal oondition • 

• ,. 1 ,:. ,.'. ' .. , '. • 

Erfe-eta oll:ene.!!iL<!.t':i.pabilitias." ,1'1:l~ .relat1v:e/lW~,~tnaity, of ." 
the sooiety limit's. the en~I:l3' s capab'JXityto, 'c:)xp16it' aritago'. 
niSms'''betwe,en et}:ini.o. groups. ' The issues ',of relative povertl' 
and'hat1onal{loyalty are exploitable. 

Effects on friendlY oapabilities. Sooial oonditions in areas 
underQVN oontrol favor the maintenance of large nuobers of 
U.S. forces. These o6ndit~ns will prevail as long as sooial 
progrea:sbrings ,inoreased benefit,s to' the masses. ' Non­
indiginous troops, ho'\'l6V,er,' are particularly susoeptible to 
the health hazards ,£0' the. area. ExtenSive eduoation: arid txain­
~ progr~ are essential t~ -ih~ 'lbng range' nation-building 
prooesses within, the, T~\OR. Conditions are particularly good 
for an extensive oiYicaotiOn program to win the' contidence 
~dsupport oftha, people., Schoo:l. aid, public' health and 
teOhnio¥ tr~1niUg::pro~~ are pr1m.e Ci~ targets. ,', , 

: .• ' '1' '" .' 

(9) SOienoe and Teohnol..Q.gl. Capa.bUities lnthasa' ende~votsappear to 
be virtually noXleXistent at present,' This £avorsthe enem,y in that 

it hmpets qvN .• cotQniG'~::th1A~$i~ 
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Cd) Although friendly .foroes seldon use the inland highways, 
the VC are continuously uSing theD in oonjunotion ~ith the 
tr~i1 system-and waterways; as primary transportation routes. 

(e) The nain roads are easilyinte~dictedt but cuts are usually 
repaired or bypassed within 24 hours ~ Increased bridge and 
road security measures- will be required to mprove there­
~iability of land travel. Aooordingly, a heavy dependence 
on air; and sea, LOO is e.ntioipated. The only signifioant 
airfield· is 1Qaa.ted -at»hu i}~i (Y1)8814). Wa.terways in the 
coastal plain -t1ay be of -some.use provided a.dequate small 
oraft are available. - , 

(5) Teleoommunications' 

(6) 

(7 ) 

(a) 

(b) 

The military network inaludes a najor switohboard at Phu 
Ba.i whioh conneots to a switohboard at Hue. This system 
links Hue ----?hu Bad. with ~a.ngf Tar.:l Ky, Quang Ngai, Ohu 
La1, Hoi An, a.nd various stations outside ICTZ with both 
voiee and teletype circuits. 

- -

The Northern-Toll System of the Post TelephDne and Telegraph 
Company links Hue -and llaNang by HF. This net is too lnsecura 
for most friendly traffic, however, it is used duringemer­
genoies, and by ARVN. It Mao enables a shrewd enemy to pass 
his own -trat'f 10 •. 

l'olitics. -Th~politica.l situation within the T~iOR is much the 
sarae a.s is found elsewhere_ in ICTZ. 

- -

Economy, Agriloui1t~e is the area.ts be"sic' industry with ricecultnre 
in the_ coasta.1 area. principal.. Fishing is the second most import­
ant industry. However, security restriotions h8.ve severely , 
hampered its exploita.tion. &>me 11ght~ industries exist near the 
cities, however, ,moat manufacturea items rust be itlported. Despite 
two rice orops annually,. the area remains a rood defioit area. 
The current eaononia situation favors VGeooriomo a.nd propaganda 
warfare ~.' -Effective aecuri ty on the rioe produo.tion· areas, or. 
the other hand, will des1!roya vital element of the' enemy1s 
logistics base. 

(8) 5:)ciolo flY. 

(a.) La.nguage~ :C.entral dialect VietllaIllese, 'undel-stood_ by both 
Northerners and Southerners is the most important language. 
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limited underwater 'mining aud aw:!.mr:le~ oapa.bjJity which they 
_ have Used oocasionally in, river operations. 

J.1r DefenBe~ li;neI:l.Y J~A w~~ponry consists pr~ily of 
captured U.S. and Frenoh maoh:ine guns, plus assorted Coomunist 

: blo c ,and Chioom 7.62mm arid 12. 7mm machine guns. 20 IllIJ 

, aircraft, cannon recoyered: from downed aircraft have also 
pro b"/3.1>ly been modifi"edfor use in an ",. role. - Reports in­
dicate that all wea.pons, including mortars, shaped charges 
and small arns ar'e used against aircraft-. ~ho incre["~sed 
number of -hits sustained_ by U. S. aircra!t throughout ICTZ 
indicates amphisia on Jl.A training.' 

(6) Logistioa 

{a} 

(b) 

(0) 

Cd)'_ 

The enemy logistios system rests on three basesl support from 
tho _ po pula.tion , the resourses of North Vietnan, and ba.ttle 
booty, partioularlY,arBs and ru:munition. - Principle itefJ8 
provided 'by thelIDPulatiori are food, clothing, sone medicine 
and sone oor.mnlnication equiptlEmt. North Vietnamese naterial 
support which dopondi{-t1pon l~d anel Bea infiltration routes, 
cons::i.sts princ,i:pally ,of woapons and_ ammUnition. 

,d" . t. ,','o.'} 'r • . ." 

Infiltration routes are priL1arllly overland, -put include one 
intr&.-province sea r:;,ute'whioh terminates on the rhu_Loc 
beaches between _ ZD18b6 and AU8206. - -- ' -

The ba.se area. c:.>noept is fundaOental tc the- Viet Cong logis":' 
tics system. The nearestaocepted base areas (114 and 607) , 
are located to the north and west of our TJ~Oli. Base areas 
are ,supplemented by "'combat villages" which have been for­
'tifie,d with both active rod passive rlefensives. One VC/NV~l 

- objective is tD r.lf\intain secure corrid~rs between these areas. 
. . .. , " '. , 

For operr:l:ti:ms in forward 'areas , the enemy depends ,on mteria­
als noved to-and-.cBched-intheintcnded area of opdratLns. 

(e) The VO exercise close cantr':l Over medical supplies, which 
are inarloquato by WeatGrn standards, and frequently in 'pl_,crt 
supply. 'J~ substantial llIllOunt of the drugs are purohased on 
the local markets in:We, -Da.Nang an1 Saigon, and transported 
into the ilOlt. - He·1iC<il supplies are also Wil trated from 
North Vietna.J,!l. The medical support systen, while austere, 
is appnrently capable of providing the mini:mun ~su~p~p~o~rs.;t~ ___ ---:l 
necessary to susta.in VO/NVi~ operations. ~~~~~~W~.~ID) 
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b • Enemy Mil i tal:'Y 5i tuatio n 

(1) See Tab 1 (Eneoy Order of Battle, 5th Narines HegiJ::lentaJ. Area 
of Opera.tiona) ~ 

(2) OOI:lpoaition. Headquarters Northern Front (also known as Tr1-Tien 
Military Region Headquarters) controls both the provinoes of 
~uang 'hi and Thua Thien, and is directlyeubordinaile to the 
High Conoa.nci in Hanoi. Main force and NV,,~ units are subcrdinate 
to Headquarters Northern Frcnt, while local force units and 
guerrillns are subordinate to provinoe, distric~ and village OCI:l­
mitteos. 

(3) AvailabUity of re1nferceIile~ts 

(A.) The 6th NVil. Hegitl9nt consisting of a. Hq, the 0 ... 4 Liecon CD, 
the C-5th Signal Co (located nt Base 114); the SOOth MF 
Bn (YD6122) on 16 Dec 67; the 806th NV.i~ Bn (Y.D5642); and' the 
B02nd NV~ En oentioned abeve, is considered locally available 
with additiona.l stregth .of 1500 and weapons eimiliar to those: 
oenticned in Tab 1. It is estimated thrut adrliticnal specialist 
reinforceoents from the Northern Front Headquarters are also 
ava.ilable~ These :inolude the Cll th NVl~ Intelligence Co, 
1he 012th NV.i. Se:pper 0.0; the C13th NVJ~ COLlDunicationa Co, the 
C14th NY.4 Engineer Co, the C15th NY.A AA Co; the Cl6th NY •.• 
Mbrtar Co~ and the C17th IfV~ aRCo with strengths totaling 
710 • 

(b) The enemy is capable at reinforcing his present forces in 

\ 

Thua Thien with forces from a neighboring province. 

~IDvement and Activities, Ene~ a.ctivities in the TAOrl auring the 
nine week period 23 .December 67 through 1 £iJarch 68 has consisted 
of mortar and rocket attacks and large scale actions from Troui 
Bridge (Y.D968062) southeast to Hai Van ie-sa ( .... T938916)t with 
two large attacks of eatinated two battalion size .on the };hu Loc 
l)istrict Headquarters, l'hu 100 combat base and Cia; units H-6 and 
R-7., The enetlY ha.s continued to 9I:lploy nines and booby tra:ps 
throughout the T.AOH, a large portion of which are being placed on 
or ne~ Route ilL, 

(5) VC Navf1l/ldx Defense Forces 

(a) Naval. The VO have no Navy and constitute no naval threat 
to operations in our TJl.OH other than small arms and mortar 
fire from junks, ,a rarely used tactic. The VC do have a 
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(r) Transportation. 'J?he VC!NVJ.l forces rely heavily upon human 

transporters, pack anmnls 2Jlrl ;)icycles far IJDVement of their 
supplies. Two tr8..nsportati::;n battalions c;;;nsistingof a 
large number Qf p::>rters, arereporterl. active near the Laotian 
bJrder. In addition, local villagers are often recruited for 
logistios movements. 

(7) Si,gnal and. Communicati.cns EQuipment. In the area .of signal 
equipment, the va have developed a reliable cOM~unicatiJns systom. 
'i'hey also have the cA.pabili ty to build their own equipIJent froLl 
locally purchased materials. va sig-nal eqi)ipnontin use is of 
U.S., ahin~6e, Japanese and ]!'rench nanufacture. One prime s:)UrOe 
of va cJ~Junications equipment has been oaptured friendly equip­
ment.Because Qf the significant amount of captured equipment, it 
Bust be presuned that the eneray is capa:...le of monitoring any ani 
all friendly transmissions. 

(8) CC)mbat Intelligence and Counterintelligence. The eneoy has an 
unsophistioated but well-:nganized' ':lJlr1. effeotive intelligenoe and 
c::)Unterintelligence systen. Combat inteLligence is usually pro­
vided 'uy 10 cal guerrillas onli IvJF /NV.~ intelligence c::mpanies, 
Counterintelligence agents include children, vendors and U.~. 
base onployeos. 

( 9 ) 'c hemiCFtl liarf are 

(a) .i~ captured c1.ocuI:lent indic"l.tes thnt c)no unit h,is issued pro­
tective suits' and nFl.sks in anticipation ')f U.S. initiated 
cheJ:licR.l wr.rfare. One protective suit and mc'l.ny gas Basks 
have been captured. The r.lf!jari ty of these oo.ptured masks 
:were sitlple, horaenade devices with charcoal filters. NV .. 
'~"i ts he.ve an effective tow-)?iece Dask of Chic:)L1 manufacture, 
consisting elf gJggles. anli t-~ so;,;arato fuce-piece with an 
activA.tod-cho.rc::al-fil tel'.' cl:l1listor. This is similar k thlse 
used by U.S. policeaon in ri:.lt cJntrol. 

(b) Chemical capabilities 

1. VC are CIlpable Cif umpbying h:;mG:o.a.de and capturen snoke 
and ri:lt-cbntr:>l Lluniticns. 

2. va are capable :)f l:laking uso of lClcally available p::.lis~ns. 

3. The use :>f OS hy lW .• units has been rep;:;rterl in this area. 
1ii6" ~ ,.-,.~,,;: " ~'~ .. 

(0) Vulnerabili ties. The va are vulnerable t~ all types of 
ourrently authorized ohenical agents. 
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(to) SignifioMt Strengths and 'vleabt;esse~ 

(a.) Strengths 

1. The VO c~ntrol the western highlands, which gives them 
free access to infiltrati~n/resupply routes frJo La8s. 

2. The VC developed a highly effeotive p~pul8tbn o:introl 
system, which enaoles them t~ ontain manpower, ooney, 
shelter, and supplies to sustain their op~rations. 

3. The va haVG M. excnllent, well esta.blished intelligence 
system • 

4. Being of the s8.tle ethnio origin as the peo'ple of SVN, 
the VC have little difficulty, except in definitely anti­
va areas, of gaining c,o ncealment by in temingl ing with 
the ,Populace. 

5. V6/NV4~ forces gcnorr:tlly have available coobat experi­
enced lcaders~ and in oos~ ~its, combat experienoed 
tro::ps. 

6. ·ve/NV,." .. forces have thecapabili ty of empby:ing both 
conventbnru. and guerrilla wflrfare. 

7. VC/NVA forces p~ssess a capability of rapid oross­
oountry mobility. 

, . 
(b) Wea.knesses 

1. vc/NVJ.~ forces in our .A>H possess !4:.' air suppcrt and :mly 
lil!lited artillery support. 

2. The va rely heavily upon'external support for ar@s a.nd 
amnunition. This support is dependent upon infil.tration 
rJutes subject to interdiotion, thus necoessitating lJng 
lead times and caohes to insure availability. 

3. The VC.rcly heavily upon the local popUlation wh~ may 
oooone riisenohanted by heavy ta:~es, c:)nscription of ·OM-· 

pewer, anti ,'leath and ':estruction • 

.imin::>sity between NV~~ and VC, due to the NV.:i attitUde of 
superiurity, has been kn:Jwn k affect ri±~~.w.I~,...;I~~&:iil===I 
and ohains of C:JI1Ili!.Ud. 

• 
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(c.) l:'eculia:titie~ 

, ' 

\: ... 

1. Offensive Combat 

a.. vc/NVa. attaek$ are thoroughly planned a.nd quickly 
Qxewted with a high element of surprise and maximum 
tire at. the onset. .!iter the attack, contaot is 

ou~ . ,t. B.n,' d tM ba.ttlefield. is no:t!nal1y . 
u ·1'!,~~(i. . 

, ,~ . 
b •. VO/NVao£!ens1ves normally have only the objectivee 

of inflicting oasualties and destroying insta.llations. 
EDwever, oaptured doouments and defeQtors have in­
dicated that the mission Q£ the J24B Jivision is to 
seize, control,81d defend Quang Tri and T~ua Thien. 
~roVinoe6. 

i.Withdra~a.ls are usually covered, and normal with­
drawal :routes are along the' axis oftha attaok. 

d. Contact is. most often established in the evening 
'01' 'late at' night to restrict friendly maneuver J 

. ",hila providing time for withdrawal under oover of 
darkness. . 

e. ~ctrinallYJ the enemy does not commit reinforoements 
to save trapped units or to insure t11e aocomplishment 
of a mission for which presumably adequate foroes 

.. .. ,: fulv.ealready been e.llo ca'ted. 

~. ,De!.ens.~ve .• pQlti.tions are characterized by mutua.lly sup ... 
porting bunkers, conoealment under hedgerows, with . 
narrow.fiI'ing~:)drts -8-12 inches);in.dianieter ·end 6-e:,' 
inohes abOvo the ground. ·This·makes' them'-vory dit-ficttl:t 
to s~e"or hit •. Conn~etedt'e'y··dcep, 'nerrow oommunioa.tions 
U'enclle.s, th~s~:'~$;itions are·re~atively :mvulnerable to 
mort~'or light"art'illery fire, whioh facilitates the 

. enemyt s delivery of close supporting .fires. Fixe disoi .. 
pIme ·has ,been exeelleilt··with most engagements initiated 
at ranges ef"loss ihlin 100 meters ~ 

'.::: j J. 
.. 

3. -Qthers.' One ;reoc~t . taotiO' employed liyVC/NV'ii forQes has 
been 1~Hti.ggirign~;; The tachnique·is·1;o· attempt to maintain 
as olosG~a';contact with friendly foroes as possible to 
minimize the effoot of friondly supporting arms. 
d ... ~~ "",: -''''.~ "'t' .: ," 

~'l rt . " .... 

. ;, ... ',. . • y. ~ , • 

'. ',I ",;', 

. :. , 
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o. lIInem,y Unconventional anp. J:s.ychol?g;i,caJ. 'I'Iarfe,re. 

I)' 

(1 ) Guerrillas. ~he guerrilla oontinucs to -0e tho base for thu VO 
effort in SVN, providing the military foxce required for success­
ful support of the vd infrastructure; MI'l'aSSment of friondly 
LOe, installations and troop conoentra.tions; ~d guides for 
MF /NV.J. units. 

(2) fs,ychological 

(a) 

(b) 

(0) 

Since the beginning of the va insurgency, the conversion of 
friendly troops r~s been given 8. priority equal to military 
and politioal actions. Three to five member cells, predomi­
na.tely ~mQ~h _SJ;e organbed for this purpose. Results are 
lowered morale and reduced combat effeotiveness of allied 
uni ts, and occasionally a propaganda. or intelligence agent 
won at a v~ry low_,Q.Q.st.~ 

>: ., • . , , ~ , 

i'ro p<.~?o,MEi b~en _~~s~~m;tna.:~e~ ~Y :).,edflet, ,indootrination 
courses, ,polJJ;~cql:l:~ct1ii'~S" r;d~t~l)ape:ts; nagaz:l.riesand whis­
per,oaI!ipaigris,~ . Tho -r,OO.st i?JZ~valen('themGs' a.re divisive ohos, 

·j~imed:!'ttexlJ,lo:lt.i4g d~sa.:t.fGlc~iOnamPrlg u.s. forces , arid "Vlv" 
'civ:Uians. lllnglish langU£ige~th$me's 'strEl$singthe:lackof-: 
aupwrt"a.thome p.nd reoial 'strife ·ha. ... e reoently'been aimed at 
U.S.forces.'- , '. '-' .' ; :',' -. ", . 

. :,~.ri':;··.'~- .... '" . . .r.,.,-:,~ C-~I".;· ·-··-7,,~'"'l~ :.---"-,'.<:' ..... _~~ .... :::, -':, .. ,';'_,' ';';~i. ~.< '. 

:Ps,y:oholo gianl t{arfax~ ,_ . tvargetirlg, -of .une:riean servieen1en,'~' 
ARW and the civilian population of various h.8Jlllets and 
villages is eltpectod to continue. 

(3) Sabo tage , 

(B»Sabotage units are knc,m to be operating throughout the area.. 
These uni 1:s usually Ollernte 116 cells; however, all military 
and guerrilla units are considered capable of ,sabotage ac­
tivities.: 

(b) The vast majority of thoae aots have been -clonducted with 
explosive devices. ~rincipa1 targets haVG been urigaurded 
LOC and lightly defended installations. 
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;. ENEMY CAJ>ABILITIES 

a.. Atta.ck ,'. ~', ' 

(-'t.) Att.~ck inst&ll~t·i.o~s .tn:. the ~~ La'o AD' wi:I:h up to 1 reinforoed' 
:r-agiment (J,thNVA.¢V~i~ting of, the 802nd NYA. ~, - . the K4B MF' 
Bn, th;e 1stBn,4~h .Regt,t.h .... rt,\q and 021 Engr SuPPI.>_+ COfS 
and the 0118 LF' Co) with a.n aggregate ISt~rigthor abolit· ,~ 

(2) Atta.ok: isoiat~d "uni i'slum: ott tpOsts 'wi thupto 'one reinforoed 
r~giment • 

e (3) Atta~k' s~i~oted.,kei ks'tallatioriswith medium and/or heavy 
mortars, art;i.llery and ro ckats. 

:,.' ,'. '," .':.' 

b~ J4.efend. Defend .;i.so~a.ted.positions a.n.rwnere vithin our TACit with' 
foroes looally ~vaila.ble. '. . . 

o. Delay. J)eiay ill'preeent'operating areas with !oroesl.oc.o.l.l;y available. 

d. Unconventio~al' and ~s,ychological·Warfa!'e. Conduct unconvontional and 
psychological .warfare to. inolude small scale atta.cks, ambushes, inter­
diotion of LOC, :\iei'roris'm, sabotage, propaganda activitios, the use of 
mines and booby traps; and the use of ,nontoxic 'chemical o~pabilities. 

a. Attack 
,," ... '."", .'0·, 

(1 ) 
'. . . 

Attack tho l'hu "Loc area~i. t)1, one regiment reinforoed. 

(Eli) ~efollowing fEl.ctors favor the adoption ot this capability~ 

1. . . 
2,. 

3 • 

. , 

4, 

. Th~ ~nemYl s ~wledge of··our situatiOn and the terrain, 
based on extensive reconaissance aotivities • 

..' ", . ~. ':. .', . 

,~~, enemy1a.desiro to achieve tactical suoces8~ 
. ' .. .: -;.;; ; : ~. '" " 

The ihu·Lpoaraa i~ strategically an idealplao~ to sever 
. the oountriB.ri.d;if'succ'essfullY held, wtluld provide 

a ta'oticai as well as:political advantage • 

The enemy "ha~ demonl;3~rated ca.pabilities: o·f·i.nterdio:ting 
Highway#'! and carrying out battalion-sized operations 
within the :t'hu Loo a.rea. s· 7 
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5. The terrain, coupled with low overcasts expected during the 
monsoon season whioh would restrict the use of air 
support favors the enomy's normal sapper tactics as well·· 
as a subsequent defense in strength. 

(0) The following fa.ctors milita.te against this capability. 

1. ltecent 1mpro"eme~ts on friendly positions. 

2. Recent 'build-Up of friendly forces throughout the AO. 

}.. Fear of .supporting aims. 

4. ?ossibili~y of large losses.· 

5. Limitations of enemy supporting arms. 

(0) . The following arc indicators of the adoption of this oapability. 

1. fresence ofreconaissanoe elements in the vioinity of 
key targets. 

2. Introduction of new longer range supporting arms. 

}. Conoerted efforts to isolate the battlefield. 

4. In ~ddition, the preparation of defensiv.e positions on 
key terrain would indicate the enemy's intention to 
subsequently hold terrain. 

(2) Attaok isolated units and outposts with up to one reinforoed 
regiment. 

(a) . The ·follDwing factors favor the adoptbn of this capability. 

1. The eneIll3" s knowledge of our situation and the terrain 
based on extensive reconnaissance activities. 

. . 
2. Isolated units and outposts offorthe best targets at 

the least risk. 

3. The enemyls past suooesses against isolated targets. 

4. Many outposts 1i8 astride main infiltre.tLn routes where 

the onemy may ::~::e tomporary superior' !lllOO~$)$)~nlt\ru 

~"k 
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The enemw ~~ a~~pt a hasty defense in o~de~ to delay 
while command posts, vital installations, and caohes a~e 
displaced, concealed or dispersed. 

2. The enemw's need to proteot vittU base a.rea.s whioh may 
have been established or may be establishing within our ' 
TAOR. . 

3. The enemy's desire to c)nserveforcos in ~ur area while 
expl:Jiting,an opportunity elsewhere. 

4 •. Political and propaganda ad~antages. 

(b) The followingfact::>rs militate against adoption of this 
capability. 

ReluQtanbeto'strind and fight exoept under the mst 
fa:voi:able conditions. 

2~ EiielllY doctririe, dictates against defending occupied 
terrainurilessit is absbhttely vitaL 

'3. The enemy's limited ifi~cOuntry su~gotting~s' capability. 

4; The achievement . of" a much -needed: victory is \inlikely by 
defensive aotions. 

(0) The enemy's losses in recent'''operations thro'ughout ICTZ is 
an indicator of adoption of this capability. 

" e c. Delay 

:r 

(1) .Dela,yinpi'esent oper.q,ting' areas' ,.,lith forces locally available. 

(a) The following factors favor the adoption of this oapability. 

1. The enemy's desire to conserve forces and await conditi~~~ 
more favorable to' him. 

2.Th9 enemy's desire ,t6:prevent 9:lCpansion of the GVN RD 
.,program. 

#!;:f,' . '. 

;. Delay of' friendlioperatibns WQuld enhance the enemy's 
prestiege with the locf..l popuh.ce. 

(b) There are no faotors whioh militate against this capability. 
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5., ~emi do~t:tine':iict;;i'es the a. t'tac'k cif' rela.t1voly'woaktar,gets 
under the most :favDrable cO,nditi:ms. 

Th~, rollow''ing;iiioto~s'milite;te aga.inst this capabil~ty. 
.. " ,.. .' • . • r .~ :;:::.. • . .• - !' ", :" . r .:. . • , 

,1" 

2. 

The enemyl§! reluctanoe to mass ~is:£:qroes. 
I.! ": : ~ '" . . " . , . ' .. 

, , 

The demonstrated friendly ability to detect eIlam.r build-ups 
and':to re'ao't reJ.pidly to destroy 'them,bYf,ulppor1iing 'arms ,'and 
grollndattaQks. , " .. , .' 

The following factors are .tndicatorsof ad6ption of this capability • 
.. . ' .. 

',1., interrogatbn' reports, ca.ptUred documonts;, and low lev,\31 : agent 
reports contin~ to indioate the possibility of such attaCks. 

,", ..... ' . 
2. Tne en~my"s :ltnoWn desire t(j disrupt:'theGVN"HD, program. ' 

(:~ ) A ttaok,s::m seleoted' key ,ilis t'alla-t ions ''w'ith "medium and/or heavy , 
mortars, art~llery ~~roo~ets. 

(a.) The f'611ow'1ng factors favor adb'ptionof this capability: 

(b) 

(o ) 

...... ' .... 
1. Luorativ~,targets oan be hit from a distanoe w1th less risk 

2~ 

than gr::ilind- atta.cks • . . " , , 

The practice of striking quickly under the most favorab~e 
c:'lnd:Ltions 'is 'a b"sio enemy: tActio,. 

3 • The 'enemy I S ,'past limi te'dsucoesses, in such attacks. 

The eneinyl.s' desire t::l Q.~h:j.eve tactical suocess. 
-, .'.1' 

" 

There are no fa.otors which militate against the adoption of this 
capab il: t~~ , " ',,, 

:, .. "" : 
" :,..' 

The 'faot' .that the 'enemY is' oUrreiitlyexploiting 'this capa.b;ility 
t~Jughout ICTZ indicat~s oontinued adopti~n of this oapability. 

" . '. . . ~. ' .. , ' 

'b. Defense 
',., . 

Defend isolated positions anywhere within the 11.0 with foroes 
locally available. 

(8.) The f~'llowing factors fav~r the adoption of this oapability: 

B-1-15 
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sabotage, propaganda activities,tne use of mines and booby, 
traps and the use of nontoxic ehemical munitions. 

(2) Capability 4.a.(4). Atta.ek seleoted key. installations with 
medium ~d/or, heavymo:r:tan. ,arUHery and rockets. , 

(3) Gapab:Ui ty 4.a"(3) Attaok iSolated W11ts arid outposts with 
up to one reinforoed reg~nt., .. 

(4) Capability 4.a.(2). Attack the Phu Lo~ area with one regiment 
(reinforoed). . .. ' 

'''''' 

(5) Capability 4.b.(1I) •. ,:oetond :i,sQlated positions anywhere within 
our TAOR with forces loca.11iavailable., . 

(6) Oapability' 4~Q.(1) •. ~layin present operating areas with 
forces locally availabl,e. " 

b. Enemy Vulnerabilities 

(1) Enemy forces, installations, and LOa are vulnerable to air, 
artillery and naval gunfire" ~ttack. 

(2) Rigid tactica.l doctrine and dependence upon detailed planning 
rendQr the enemy, vulnerable to surprise. 

. .. ' .. 1 ... 
The recent drop inaverall' combat: e'fefltiveriess ofennmy forces 
has inoreased his vulnerability to psychological'warfare operations. 
Contributing ·fac,tors ,molude' , recent decisive defea.ts; increased 
reliance upon 'coruHtriptedpersonnel; reduoed training time; 
lower ;moraled~e to shortages of food and medicine, sickness, 
general hardships;'and fear o{,our supporting arms; a.nd our 
increased PSY9hologioal; warfare operations. 

Enemy foreesare b'eeomingmoredependent upon local· r~sourses ,'" 
espeo,ially fOOd, for support. The, resulting increasod preBs~es': 
on these resourceEjhave servod> to jeopardize the enemy1s standing 
..,ith thE!,10,cal populace. '.~'" 

•••• > 

a."~'1it<';'·~· -Taos""" l-. -Oro:'"!,.. of Batt1? 

Distribution: Annex X (Distribution) 
~\ . 

• 
to OPeration Order 301-6~ 
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(0) The 'Gnamy's need for the support of the local popUlace~ 
primarily as a. source.of fooq.;recruits·, .andintelligence 
is an indica~r of the adoption of'~his capability in 

". ClOnjunotion with obtaining .the .1008l·., require:d suppOrt~' 

d. Urloonventionel. and Psyohologioal Wa:rta.re 

(1) 

-, -. . .. 

Con~~~tun~~v~ntionai ~d ps,YohOl".gicalwarfare tOincilude" , 
small' scal,.e· attack~ .BJld :~UBheS, . interdiction 'of LOO, t~rorism, 
sabotag~, andprop~d~'-aotivitieB,theUB~ of mines and booby 
traps, and the use _ o~ montoxio mu,ni t ions • 
. , . - ..'. -. . ," . " ,': ,', 

(~) .... The"'foii~~ing'f~9tor~ :i·~vor;.the 'adoption of: this capabilitYl . . ., . :. . 
- I 

'. ';1. •. ' : This . ~~p~bi1:~ty . is',a bas i~ enemy' t.actic.· i: . 
. ' ,~ . 

. ':.:' .. 2.~; It.-'p~videsthe~~.e.~ an ppportlinitY to inflict 'damag~ 
. on £x:i.endly I"orceswhile 'mininiizing the effects of·' .' . 

" friendly ~upporting .. "SJ;m;s • 

3. vC knowledge o.f the" terraili and local po-pula.oe; 
. :'~ : 

4~·.·.The ene.mY"I.~ ~eiief tha.t: su~oessful exploitation of this 
capability" will wear down friendly foroes. . 

•. '~ . ~ ! 

5. Guerrilla and local'force va units hope to tie down 
·friendly .fo.r,oea ~ith statio defense" and local reac)tion 

.. missions-whlleVC m~ fox:ceand NVA units conduct large 
scale" operations.' 0 ..•• ••• -- --. '.~" 

"(b) There .are no" faoto~6 .wlll.oh-'inHitate against this capa.bility. 
, . , '. ',.. ,.' . 

(0) The following faota axe indicators of the adoption of this 
capabili ty J • 

j. ~ , 

.. 1. •... ~he .Gnemy is. ourrenUy exploiting this. oapability. 
~ ,. .' I. . l ; . • ..... . ..., . 

Interrogat1Oti" l!eports; eaptu±ed doouments, and low 
.. level agent reports continue. to indicate that the eneD\Y 
'~iJ,1 emphas iz~~this . t:~ctfo. 

. . ~'.' .: .:'. 

5. OONOLUSJ;ONS 
10: . 

. " 

EnemY cap~bilities 'in relative probability of adoption: 

(1) Capability 4.d.( 1). Conduot unconventional warfare to inolude 
small scale attacks and ambushes, interdiotion of LOO, terrorism, 
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Hq, 5th l1arines 
Task Force XRAY 
1 st Hadne Division (Rein), FHF 
Phu B,d, Republic of Vietnam 
061200li l'Iar 1968 

Tab A (Otder of Battie) to A1?;;iendi.."'Cl (Intelligenee Es'cillate) to Annex J3 
(L'1.telligence) to 0pGr,xtions Order 301-68 

!!!lemx Or<\~:r;.-.9.tRa.tUt?.l._5.t.h._hQ£.~.p"~s_ Jtw1J.ile.E~ ~~_.9J_O"p'e~i.1ii9.n.~ 
. . Est Accepted Las-:', R1)td 

1l.ull ~ CAl. ~ 1ocat:lon ~$..§~ti.o.n 

C19th mng/Sapper-A!(AC14 NVA PR 150 Ph1+Loc (D) 
CO 
C24th Sapp€Jx Co INA PR 90 P'nu'Loc (D) 
C 16th llortar CO INA C 70 ])A 114 
202nd :an ·}lNA ro 350 ~uLoc CD) 
C118th Co LF C 60 Pl:iu Loc .~~~ 4 th Regiment· }iV} ... PR mill Phu' Lac 
1 at :an 4th Res-t NVA PH. 410 l'hu ltoe ~D) 
u/l Bn 4th Regt. INA PO 400 Phu Lac D) 

(po - Possible, PIt - Probable,C - Confim.ed) 

El1.B En Ill!' 
Ch18th Co LF 

4th ltegt, Hq &; Supt lTVA 
1st Brit '4th :Resrt lirv"A 
C 19th Enge C 0 INA 
C24thSaIy,jer Co IfVl\. 

f>..9.f?s..1.1>.l\LU.I1i..t?. 

u/r Bn, 4'(;h Re:~ IWA 

C,oniirrued Unit$ 
Probable Units -
Possible Units -
Total 

, '. 

B-1-A-1 
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215 
_60 
335 

200 
470 
150 
_:LQ 
910 

AOO 
400· 

.335 
910 

-_1.Q.Q 
1645 

AT8894 

ZC1791 
ZC117938 
YDG806 
AU1505 
YC937993 
ZC0999 
Phu Loc (D) 

s 

29Jan68 
3Feb68 
13Jan68 
1Na~';68 

6H.ar68 
21 FcbGa 
10Jan68 



NVA Foroes 
11ainForce 
Local Force 
Tota.l " 

DECLASSIFIED 

1310 
~~75 
60 

''"1(){S' 

IT"JA Units: 81mirr, 82I~n mortars? ROO-2/B-40/RPG-7 rocket 
launchers, mIG's, 57nnn RR I s 

l''IF Units: 81n'llll, 82mm, 60mm mortars, RW-2/B-40's, nG's & 
57ITffi1 HR.' G 

LF Units: Poss 82mm, 60mm mortars, l1G's 

.'tC2.i!..al _§:tr..?l!fd;.h .. ~:f.'_. Enen!Y.Y..ruJ.LJ...ll..2l£42 

e02nd :an NVA 
804th J3n 1m' 

202nd Bn HIA 

Confirmed Units -
Probable Units 
PossiblG Units -
Total 

:tWA Forces 
lIain li'orces 
Local Fcrces 
Total 

200 

350 

725 
200 
~hO 

..../~ 

1275 

695 
380 

,.2.90 
1275 

Sane as in 1/5 AO . 

BOOth En '!:Ni' .. 
806th Bn mrA 
810th ]311 LF 

,. 
265 
27.5 
400 

E-1-11.-2. 
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'! 

C114th Co LF 
C116th Co LJ? 
C117th Co LF 
Total 

Ifu.e City Sa}per Bn }lVA 
C115th Co LF 
C119th CoLF 
Total 

202nd J3n NVA 
1 2th Sa-o~l)cr En NF 
TotaJ.--

ConfiI'mcct Units 
?~obablc Units -
Possible Units 
Total 

l'TVA Forces 
lIain Foree s 
lJOcal Forces 

. ~o.taJ 

(All confirmed :t-lVl~ Units) 

6th Regiment 
Hq & 5'u1:Jt 
C11th I~1.tel1igence Co 
C12th Sa)por Co . 
C13th COll1liI\.U1ic~"tions Co 
C 14 th El~inllcr Co 
C15th Lnti-Lircraft Co 
C16th Hort2.r Co -. 
C17th Recoilles~ Rifle Co 
Total 

DECLASSIFIED 

225 
100 

.1Q.Q 
425 

1150 
425 __ 900 

2175 

1115 
250 

_$10 
2175 

1365 
400 
105 
100 
130 
140 
.80 
70 

.-20 
2480 

:6-1-1-3 
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Confirmed Units -
Probable Units -
Possible Units -
Total 

NVA ForcGB 
tis-in Forces 
Local Forces 
Total 

Unknmll1. 

Es'cim2.tod Stren[~h 
2480 

2480 

2480 

2480 

~ 
.. , . 

• j.,r" 

BY CQI.J}!ll .. ND OF COLONEL BOHn 

:4.~~~ 
Licutonant Colonel, U. S. li'3.rine Corps 

Executive Officer 

]I§TIUB"Q.rJ..9ll: ' Annex X (Distribution) to 01)eration Order 301-68 
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• 
Eq? 5th Il'!.rinc.s 
T·~skF"JrccXBJ:..Y , 
'1 ~:t 11"rino Di vision (Roin) , Ji'MF 
',~.", ;>".', '.' n''''.'-j -'. ~.~ ........ ~"J,.:l'~' .;.;..J.\. V .1. 

9~j?OOfl i':t~~:;:, 19?8 

Apponclix 2 U.u:ot. Stucly,Phu Loe 1'..0)':1;0 Lnnox B(Intcll~6cl'l.cc) to' o.:;;io:tn.t.io~ 
Ordor 301-68 

Itef: ~ Hnr Div,8')oc,ia1 Intcl1.igcncc Stucly 1)-61 (l"'h~ Loe) dtrl 
17 lkvonbor '1967. 

, 1 st ';loathor i:ling S},locial S'rucly 105-9/2 • 

. ' ....... 

a. SccTo.b A. 

GanarD .. l. The: a!'cr. of (')po~rd;ions is eli vi(Ycd int" tiil7cc' cli$tinot ,~on$, 
th6 coastC!..l r..roo, goncrc.lly. or.st .of H .... tbn(i..l Rci.ltO 1, .the pidcl.nont roGion 
noutll of lhtir,nnl Routo 1, ,:mel tho !:1nul1t,'1.inous :11':'0': 'gonordly s· ... uth of 
tho aren,t The' ~Lor:1in~nt tcrrnin fodu!'os in the nr).]. nrc: tho BACH lit .. 
LlOuntr:l.in (1,.1,88 nntors) locntol', nt ZC039901~ TRlJI nounbin (1170 noters) 
loo.".-'~ocl at YC9,t5968~ the SOllG: TROUI,Rivor l.'l~ing gcncrc.lly on u, north 
to 8Guth a:iis in the Y011cy bctvlqcn 3AcH UA imu. TROUI 'r.oUnto.ins 1 ,tho 
801m NOITG "";'v 5r,1.'"Ul1l1ing g0110Y';'..J.ly on Q. north to, s('uth c..xis to tho ,~·,oSt 
of TROUT mcunt:'..ins; lb:tiC'lnr.l Route "'-1hichoioect G' t11cc..rc3; I)n r..north .. 
wost ~ci S.~Uth0.t8t r..xis; rn(l -the. ELI V':'JfJ?.i~3$ l09..;;torl:::.t":.' .. T931915 t'.t1cl 
tho ,801m CU D3 Ri VOl.' At tho ,S :;utllO~' b:~d'''.ry ~:. 

• oj '~ , ' • 

b. Relief ~ Tho nountgins,o.ro highly bisoctccl' by nuncrcn.l.S ;1orcnni':.lcnd. ill­
tornittont strO'O..rls. Slo}?cS {\rq :goilcrdiy bot,joon' 4,0, 6..nc1. 60 ,]crcent in 

.... tho ': ddC:bi :l1.t, but 0.1'0 often 100 l')crcont 6r' stco~1or il~ the, rJO'lUlt~inS. , ' Tho 

., only" rogions charr..ctcrizdd by ;5O;;'tlo' 810')08 ;.r::y,'thc )J:-CCtonin9..toly :fld 
I)'~C.l:dy bn.d.: 

c. Dr3i:ri~o • The' stu.dy o.roo. is ";011 . c:,rrdncd' by ll'LU'lOrOU3 ri vcrs cx:ccJ?t 
clu:ririi;: 'then orthc8.st': Hopsoqn t'lhon th8 .. :xv;lr:1y ,2..ro:: ... n;;.'lr1. ::J igJ:n1[W 1 n.ro fraq­
ucntly ih1fu .. 1cLi,dcl~, " TO:r:":rrt.i,n; ~v:ll.fi'b'Urati0:ds 0-11cl:thO nmmt,:'..ins cau.se: .. cb;o.in­
ngo t8 flovl from thoSo:uth t.r, tho lk';:cth;;Tho,:s(luthcrnI')ortion :of :t:hc 
study' ,"!.~·or. (lrdns intn thoSCHGTlKUI. - 801m":aU 1U- River~" ;Thc:bw 
"lato~' ;)8r-focl ,~ccur8 .. f~oL1 niCt-FobrU;}.:cY" t~~rotig~l 'llny~- 'DU:i-iJ:ig this ~loriQct 
the uj)::~0-r' ;i::J'\irsc~ ,of iJ.D..ny stronJ'ls fiol'; .onl~~, intortiittontly. :. _ ,,< 

, . . .. . : ~:, ~ '- ':':- .:; " 

d. ' Y6gcrto.1fi-6ti, 

I •••• ,' • 

'. ..' 
(1) 'C'cx',stn.L':Tho 'area 'isyrodoIJ,in:±toJ,y 1.1Ot .. l:.-mrl ricc l')o.c.di:-Js,' ]?""rtly 

'irrigntb,c1 o.nd .v"rti3r rlo"o:1(1nnt on rainfall. Those o.rCo.s ;::.ro o:)cn, 
'S :;;j,S':::'11r~1l~" inunc1..c:'G :Y:, fie ltls ,':hich <'.1'0 dti.rrolli'):rl~Yl by (ly1':o.3o' '·.In .. 

divicluo.l .. , ric,a -)I\~.(lios :iro90f:.1Donly 40Q to ,1- 1.000' S51W:-XC' nc;tcrs: •. '." 
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Along tho C02-st sr.nd dtmo s cxc ci thor hc~rron c:.f vogottl.ion or covorod 
'tTi th brush-vccel [mel short clmns of jlU'W .:-;)::::88. The rom. ..... inclor of the' 
coastal lowlo.nc1 is G'r,"..sslimc., 'bI"clSl1;!Coc1 '~hick0't's, ,:..no. str.ncls of bM­
boo irr:lCcl:i.c,tcly u,c.j -.cent to "r"..tc~~,(WS ('.l1.(( built 1..1j) ['.ro~.s::\.rc 000-
monlyscr;:Iontcrl by thick hoclgcro"fs. 

(2) ~Iountains. Tho nountc.ins c:co covored by n d.cnsc bromlJo t:'.f cvcr-" 
groen forost. Tallest treos nro Bently 75 to 90 foot high, "lith a'nc 
rtmging to 150 fcc-t. C::l.In:py is gcnox'n.lly ccntinuous. Troes h:wc 

. shallow rr:~)tst trunks c..rc CO::-::-10nly streight ruld t\vcrr>..~ 0.3 noters 
in clir.l1:10tcr, inercMi.."1g sonc,.,hat in tho higho.!' clov,~tionSe TroGs 
o.:L"COOl:lJ:lOnly 2 to 3 Dotors IV}ru:t. In m-oas of disocntinUOltSc8.nopy, 
a Dueh thicker undorgrrywth 'h::.sclcV"olc)ccl "'ith s~1iny :r:att{U"lS, full 
buslies, vines Mel b.r;i.\1rs, gonornlly intor'l-tcund 1U'OUl1Ct troc's D.."I1d'bc-
t"TQCn bushes.,. '", ',,', 'l'::,:" ',I " ", .~,'. :T," '., 

:1, 

• '-., ", io 
; .~ i ... 

o. Surfc.co Hc.tcric.ls. 

(1) Soils. Tho soil consists nf s['.l1d, silt. 2Jld clt\y nixturos. Sur­
fnce soils nrC' silty sMcl, silt ::mel oil ty clo.y. Tho dOj)osi ts of 
doo!!cr and noro clCoY like soils .::>.rc found on the cOAsbJ. c.xeat . - , 

(2) Rock. Tho b,~so r,lG.tori:cl consists "f GTc:.nitc, sl'].to. Mel quc:xtzito 
rock in tho D.ou1'1t8.ins. Tho!3o heel n: ..... tori8.1s undorlio rolc..tivoly shc,l~ 
10\1 sails on tho up::o:C slo')os, but r1.rc progrossivolyburiod (locUlor 
uncler o..lluvius rloposits in ·b:'.si:hs. ]!bnnsccl rock is ovirl.ondcrl on 
tho U~ricr slci})cs <:'11(1 in r~.rn.inc.Gc 0_ofi108. Tho r')cks .1.ro ,!;~o~lonin­
n.toly conrsc .-::.n.c1 ncrliU::l grnil:lc(l. Fr"znonts \-lcather r:lJ)idly. 

f. CultuLI-.l Foo..tllros 

(1) Th0 llo~?Ulr',tion of the s'tuc1y :-tree.. r:o..llr;CS botvTCcn 100 t'a 150 ~ooJ!lc 
]0:::- ,SqU3XO nilo. ,n is)rcdoain8.ioly ~ Viotn"lrlC so. ethnic-ling­
uistic GTOUy [mel n.Kn.tu trib2l n.ro:::.. The !)rin,::'.T:I! culturGl fc,".,turc 
in the area is ,the Phu 10e District HoC'..dq1J.P.rtcrs at ZD097006. 

(2) '\Tilln.go tT.DC rurr>.l hn.I'llots 8.ro loc".tocl ~lorigH:::.tiono.l Rauto 1 
witn one villc.go loc:'.toc'. on tho CD.co,f,t. The nn.jorit.',' of hn..lllets in­
(1icn.J,;co. on the na:p c.re aOCU1'c.to. 

(1) Short 1'2J1gc obf:lcr''lation '\!Till be n~stly gl)oo tl1I'Ollghout tho cw.ste.l 
area cxco~t in isolc..toel str.uc'1.s of bruoh'Y7Qc rl 2J.1cl in built U}) <:'.1'o£'..s. 
LonG rango observation is linitcd Ollly by tho roldivoly fON 010-' 

v:-,tccl ventr:.go point8 f1',n "lhich ,tc>ob:to.in cbnorvr.ttion. Tho o.Oh80 
unclcrs.covth of tho southern forests 1Jill ;,rovido ~)oor short 1'c.Il{~o 
obsorv'''.tion. In elov':'..tcc'!.~i:'oas of cliscontinuous Co.holW? long ob­
sorv:::.tion vrill be good. 'rho olovntor'!. brushvlOOd hills in ,tho study 
nro~: 'l'rill 'lroviclo good lone r1.l1d. short r2J1go obsdrv~.tio.n • 

. ]3 .. 2 ... 2 pE..9J1;!Ir 
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e • 
(2) Fioltls 0f fire for fjC"'.t trn,joc-Cory uC·".,"OJ-~S ,Jill bo :)ocr in tho 

s'JUth, ::'.nct fl:'..ir to c;oxl in tho lmrle,ncLC ::croe,. F:iD 1r1s Df fire for 
high tX:?'.joctc:'ry V02."01'l.S \Jill ",0 L'..ir to ,;oorl in tho fy;uthorn 
fO:co3t, n,nd c;oo,J. to oxcollont :i.n tho 'lio(~'.l()nt ::'J.1cl coaGtCl.l :::.rc?S. 

b.. ConccE\lI~ont Q.nd C-~vcr. In the cOC1stal ~'.rol,S envoI' ,-rill bo lQc2.lizod 
to i:r.'rig[';tion ditohos, rico ])'".,c"'..dy c1.ykcfJ n,ncl stJ~OC'."l r:nrl rivor b;:"'1ks. 
C:)Vor 'rill n.Ise: bo o.ffordc(:., but to 8.. lassor. clo(!;ro:;, in the 'brush'Toed. 
Oovc:l:'ocl sl':)~)cs loc:).to(l in tho O\s-GoJ.:n ~)or-[;ic')n of tho nrcn. Concca.l­
Dont "i'iill be CO (')0. to excclLmt :i.n tho i'.(mso forest in tho southern reg-
ion. In tho 00·''.8-;;0.1 ru:'O~S conco,:~LrlOnt is rwc,iJ.r:.blo only in isohtocl 
st.<;.ncls of tracs 2.10ng "mtcr,rays MeL cnone; Daturing rice c :>:'ops. Coa.st­
al conco:::~lnont is ;;onorn.lly ·~o()r. 

c. Obst::.clos 

(1) Nc,tur.",l. vrctlcmd cultiv:tti0n, soft snU conc.iti011S in cO".Gt~.l 
::'.rO[,1S, isolated str\nds of brushv[oe(l in .tho C08$:;::'.1 '-':tv1 thick ,junG-
10 in tho tlOtmtrd.n n.rons uill sox,ro res effectiv~ obstc:clcs to 
vchiculn.r o.:nd foot tx·:::,ffic. In actclition, 111lr1cr·:'1.J.S vJatorur.'.Ys 
throuShout tho co::.r:rG2.1 ,""roo., Ct~rulot ho for(l.or\. by vohicul:'.r or foot 
-crcl'fic. 

(2) Artificia.l. ::.rtificio.l obst"clcs in Jchc r.'.rca H:)ulcl b;:: I.'oads un­
SUi-C3blo for 'TohiculC',r tr".ffic, inciclolTcs of briclc.;o [m(~ culvort 
(Lostrilction, ~',11(1 l:lining incii'l.,)nts 0.10ng Ihti:'lna1 R0UtO 1, :mC\. 
foot tro.iIs thrc-,uchout tho AO. 

5. AVBl'IlJ:iS OF ":-•. Y?RO •• CII. 

n. Tho najor rwcmU08 ~)f 'r:\:t:ro·:.ch intI) tho stucly ::'.rc,['. is Rauta 1 vrhich 
ent~rs tho nro~" fron. Jeho o:'.st ;:>":(1(1 'mst. 

b. The only othor ii:lj?rovocl ron.cl is an unn·'.TlCC, hiC~}11'lay '\rhich joins Ral1to 
1 r-.t ZD0800 8Xl.d cO:l1.-c:inu()s 's0uthto TIl.CLI 1'1/ ••. 

c. J3rlClgu c1o.ssificd iom (:3cc Ap::'1Gndix 4). 

6. ZOI~:::;S of :':ii:Jr!'HY 

P.. Tho cO".stf'.l rcc:i()ns surrmmc'ling tho s-cu,ly m~oc" ;)I'ovi(1.c mXKlrClUS l;'n,l­
in,?; boachos suitc.blc r.ox·:',r,-')hil)bus o·)or:-.ti'ns. (Sc::J T;:b D) 

b. Holico)t2r lr.ndincs a.r"~s o.ro on.sily obt::::.in::'..blo through.mt tho flc,t-­
l·']nfLs. L list f avc,il::::.b10 l::::.nrlinC; f.',:C00.8 is c'Jnttd.n0(1 ·in T::,b C. 
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7. Lnms OF C01:a::mJIC:~'rrONS 

n. The lJrincxy lino of C0j7l1'!:tJ.nic;~t'icm, ill '::.hc BtU(l~,- n.rof'.. is l,Jr::.tir:nal lligh­
"my 1, uhich is n ... '1. :'Ul :'lTo",thor, hn.Z'(L surL"co,. tua huo 1'8£"..d. High·, 
"'2¥ 1 enters tho study nrof';fron th", onst at, ;{£n78'~·3 antl exits the 
o..l'Gq. in the t'res'!; at Y.D968063. '. 

b. The socnncl:\ry line OfC!)r.n1tU!icr'.tion is [" ona hne, t\11 '-TC.1.th<:!r, ht~rd 
surfo,co rC\Cl.d bJ:'<:'.ncl1ing off iron HiGhvay 1 Cl.t ZD084001 f.'Jic1.. which t.r~w­
ols south to BLCH.NA 11'untain Ilos'::>rt (.'?'.ba.nclonod n.t ZC05;916). 

c. The £lXef'. is also SOrviCOc1 by tho Nation;:;.l Rfl..ilro.''..(l uhich ~)C'..rallGls High­
"TtXY' 1 throU(9:lout nost of the study nreo.. This rtdlro2.cl n1.S beon closer'!. 
by enomy interdiction. 

d .•. lTULlOI'oitS trd~s nrc found throughout tho study noron. 

8. lIISC:JLI,AIi:JOUS nJSTRUCT!JUS 

nY CQl.E'~~~ ?J '~J.T"'(J"'TlTOIT :S l'J,V .1." u, .. c :. 

Lioutenr.mt Colonel, U. S. }b:q,l1o G'?!'Js 
Executivo Offico;r 

TLBS: rfA liolico:,itor Lanc.ing Zonas 
~'NI8 Beach Study it) 
'c Txhils OV9r1o.y 
.~ :!m.ouy Instt'.llc..tions 

e DISTllIBUTION~ hlll0X X (Distribution) to Ol)orr:til)n O:r;c1cr 301-68 
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SEeBEr 

• 
H<l,,5th Marines 
Task Foroe XRAY 

: ' : 

1st Marine Division (Rein)t FMF 
Phu Bai, Republio of Vietnam 

. 06i~oOH Maroh 1968 

Tab A (aeli-co.pter Landing Zones) to Appendix .2 (Area Study) to l!nnex :B .. 
(Intelligence) to> Operation Order 301-68 . . . 

1 •. ZD122097 70OX-350 feet~.Cultivated· area.. OrientedN. to S. Bounded by . 
. - . '. sma.lltrees and' brush on. N', -El, and S sides, anll--by:the Dam 

Cau Hai 13ay on the W. Trail leaving southern tip and heads 

2.' 

30-

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

ZDl24088 

. S down coast. . 
.; .... , .. 

6ooi509 feet •. , O~tj,vat'ed'8.rea:; Oriented N to 'S; 'BO~d~d ,by..' 
small. trees- . on theE 'and S,· bY sloping. dry crop on the N~. and 

:1 the Dam Cau Hai :Bay on the W. Trails . leave N and S tips going 
N.,and S along o:OOst .• · . 

.. Z1)124Q82 
--

Z1)129075 
-tQ! 

ZDl2:9059 

ZD128053, 
to 

ZD127048 

ZD12,040 
tq 

ZD111030 

ZD130026 
-to. 

ZD129013 

400~2o'O feet. Cu1.tivated area. Oriented E to w. Bounde·d on 
N,; El, nnd Ssiq.~s. by smail trees, on VI by Da:m-· Cau Hai B~.· 
Trail's . leave If andS and iun along coast. Trail leaveS' W side 
and . goes in1~d..' . . . 

500Qx750.feet. Cultivated area. Oriented N to S. Bounded en 
N, NE, S sid~~ by small trees, E side by cultivated area, and 
W side. by Dimi Cau }fai Bay. 'Numerous trails leave area. . " , . '.. '.' 

2500x800 feet. Cultivated area. Oriented N to S. Bounded on 
N. E, and S sid~aby fimaJ.:l trees,- on VI' by Dam- Ce.u 11ai Bay. 
Numerous .trllils leave area. " 

2300xlOOo. feet. Cultivated area. ~iented N to. S •. B6unded N, 
E, and S side~ bysmaJ,f trees, en W by Dam Cau Hai 13133" Road 

. runningNtci S. along -N, ·E.,llnd S sides. . Numerous trails 
running w. . ' '-, ' 

5000x400 feet. Cultivated area. Oriented N to. S. Bounded on 
_ Nand, W sides by trees, E ?~d S sides by cleared and cultivated 
-areas., Numerous trails on N, E, and S, sides. 

8. ZD123010 4500x800 feet. Cultivated area. Oriented' iii ·te s. Bounded on 
to N ,., -E, e,;nd \{ ·sidesby cleoxe.d cultivated area, on S Side by 

ZD126000:.small-trees. Nume:t:'ou.stra11s and N~~ional Highway 1 running 
across norl.hern side. -, . 

9. zni44030550Ox4000.ieet. Cultivated area •. Oriented E to. W. Bounded by 
to . trees on N and rivers on E,S, and W sides. Trails running 

ZD14 9020:, across Ns ide. . " 
to. 

ZD159034 
SECREr 

DECLASSIFIED 

: .~ .. 



" 

DECLASSIFIED 

SEem " 

10. ZDl640n, ,1900x800 feet. '.Oultivated area. Oriented I'M to SEe Bounded 
on vi, N, a.l1-d NW s~d~s, by, SJllD.li trees, t 'VI and S by cul.tivated 
area. :Numerous'trails leaving area.' ,,' e, "~, 

, 1 .' 'l.'D161.00l. 

" 1a. ZD169028 
,to: 

Zm77.0;7' 
to' .­

ZD186032, 

13. ZD174053 
tq 

ZD11~04~ 

144 AU845026 , to. 
'I AV85l025 

15. ~e290~9 

\, 

. ~ .. ' . ~ ~ 

-; 'f 
170~800 :teet. ,Cultivated aroa. Oriented If to S. Bounded on 
N,:.il.';a.nd E by h~dge~ows,. and. on Itl s~a,e by cultivated area.' 
Numer9U~ ,t.t'ails leaving area~: . .• ' ' , " t 

• . i" . J .... 1.'_., "," 

5?OOx2500 feet. ~~~v:ated: ar'ea~' ~:i.<:>nted E to W.' :SO~d~d by 
rJ,.ver,on '1,.N~a.nd ,E 81:(1\; .. :, Wet~:a.r~a. s. ,'%~,"".:i.~ leaving SE ' 
corner. 

...... ': 
," . • I.; 

3000x2600.feet~., Cultivated area. Oriented N to S. Bounded OJ. 

N an'd W ~idei by,trees,. on, W'side by cleared, area, ,and S:, by 
river., Nwne1'9us tr~s,. ' _ "','" 

,; . ~ . .,:. .,;', '.,. .... . .' 

2000x300 i,Get., Cultivated area. Oriented E to W. BoUnded by 
,small trees" on' N;' vi; and S 'Side~ cleared area on E side. Trail 
:~~g NW to' SE ~9ross norlhe:rn"'side. "." . 
'. .. ' ,;: '.: . ::'~ '" ~ .'" " -;. ,,' ..... 

lOOOx200 feet J. Cu.l tivated area.- Oriented N to S. Bounded on 
~ side by trees ~a.nd 'on N' and S sides ,by- :riv-er., T;ra.ils run N, 
E, a.i:J,d W. ' " '" ;" ~,,, 

'. " 

16. AU826036 ,2o.00x750 f;eet~' Cultiva.ted area •. Oriented N to s~ Bounded, on 
to ' , if 'an~ E si,~eE(by ~ma.J.I' ttees'f S and W sides by river. Trail 

AU8;OO;Orunning SE f'rgni,SE oo:rrrer ... 
" ~.' . .. ~ . . 

17. JW8 f~050 
to' 

ii.U820052 

18. .AU~33P46 

~~ . 
.'j • 

2oooi1:-eoo fe'et~· 'CUltivated 'area.- 'Or±en~ed E t~: vi; '. Boun:dQd by 
river.an,N and E sides. W and S sides by cultivated 'B.rea~ 
,NumeroUs tra~l,ri',fiom w to S side. , 

,,'5~'OX356. reet~ . "6ul tiva.ted: area';', :Oriented NWto:SE. ""B~dc,dby ':t1ver 'on' N 'and"S' 'sides~ by cultivated' are,a on ~ . and WSidea .• 
, F,ootbridge ,across river at SE corner. Trn.il heading W from 'NW 
, corner. 

" ' 

,,- ". . . . " 

19 •. '{)'U8,16029, Ol~areciare~. " orhmtEid ,E' to' vl~', :Bound?d 'on all 8'~des by cleared 
't 0 .. and cul ti va-ted 'area .:,\ TriUls' pee'sing .E:, to .v/, ; and N. to ,: Stnrough-

.L.U823034, out area-. 
to, . 

'11.U825030' 

HLZ SOURCE RECON,REPORTs 

20. 1C989997 3 to,4 HELOs • 
• ,_.,t.. 

,":t'. 

21. I..U83406l 1/CH-46 "Good Zone fl
• Elephant grass up to" 4 .feet high. 

• SECRET • 
DECLASSIFIED 



-:; 

e 

e 

! 

SECREr 

22. AU838060 

23. ZC1l8994 

24. ZD110000 

25. AU8;5060 

26. AU825085 

27. AU835072-

28. ZD052003 

29. ZC059997 

30. ZDQ55003 

31. ZC056963 

32. ZD161069 

33. ZD176052 

34. ZD152062. 

35. ZD157055 

;6 •. AU835062 

37. AU834060 

;8. AU8;7038 

39. AU825037 

40. AU831 0:;1 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
"Goodrt 1/CH-46 Elephant grass lmee high. 

Good multi-bird LZ of elephant grass. 

Good 3/CH~6s in old rice paddy. 

"very goodll 2/CH-46 LZ. 6" grass on LZ. 

Good LZ. 

Goo.d LZ. 

Good 2/CH-46 zone of 2' high grass. 

Good 2!CH-46 zone in rice paddy. 

Good 2. bird LZ of low. grass. 

Small 1/CH-46 zone. 

Good multi-bird z.one in rioe paddies. 

Good multi-bird zone in rice paddies. 

Good LZ. 

Good LZ. 

Good 1 bird zone of foot high grass. 

Good 1 bird zone of foot high grass. 

Good multi-bird zone in old rice paddies. 

Good 1/CH-46 in scrubs up to 3 feet high. 

G90d 1/CH-46 zone in :; feet high elephant grass. 

BYC~:~. 
G. C. MCNAUGHrON ~~ 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Exeoutive Officer 

DISTRIBUl'ION: .Annex X (Distribu.tion) tt Operation Order 301-68 . 
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'Hq, 5th lVlarines 
Task Foroe ~~ 
1st Marine Divi(3ion (Rein)FMF 
.Phu Bai, Republic of Vietnam 
9'6~200~ Narch 1968 . , . " ~-

Tab BUllS ~d1ng,Bea~~#.32 ~.' AP~ndix.2 (~~a ~~'llliU LoejEhuBa1 ¥1} .' 
To ./\NNEX. B (Intel,ligenoe.) To .Operation Order 301-68 . ....• . 

a. Beach Location 

Ca~1;e~ed 3.25mUes S'W of Cap OhonMay Est, between 16 20 15N, 1(i1 51 
3OEanq..~ 16 j;S: 45N, 1()S01i OOE" (Reliabilj,t.v: GOQD)! 

b. Length and· Usable' Length 
. . ' . . 

4.5 miles;' concave beaoh, .terminated to NW by rock-fringed headland and 
to Sl!l a.t base of s'a.ndpit; separated in ·oentral part by stream mouth; 
4 :,mUes usable. 

o. Widths. 
; 

40 to. 200 yd at' L. W.; 20 to roo· at' H. VI. 

d. Beach Gradients 

11 on 30 to. 11 on 50, L. w~ to H. W.; 1 on 1,5. H. W. zone. 

~. Approach 

Ne·e.rshore: bo.tto'm 1319pe13 gentle to mild s.horeward of 6 it depth contour 
90 to 285 yds of R.W. line; 18 1't depth contour 420 to 750 yds off H. 
W. line; 30 'ft depth contour '1;200 yds to 11 ron off H •. W. line; offshpre 
aPI¢oacholear; nearshore apprOach f-la.'nked.by ro~ky headlands; bottom 
sand and IDud;anohorage.in 4_Z. It depth 1.5 ,nm ~ff SEl end of beach; 
anchorage bottom unkoown~ 

g'. &r£ arid TidelRang~ .. ~. 

Surf 4 it or granter oan be" expected toocc]lr'29% of .~he time in winter, 
11.,% ~p. spring, and 19% ,in fall, but is infrequent. in s:ummer; tidal 
range 2ft, tropic.: ' 

g •.. 'Us te;;'ial . ancfifrtiiness '., 

:.,.Sand; fixm.in wetted area, soft where dry. 

B-2-B ... l 
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h! . T'Wraih Immediately Behind Beach 
. _ .. t.t, ,. 4 . 

Beach baoke:d by pa.;"t,ly bru.ah~ oC)ve~ed q.unes extending, 1:50 to 3,00 yds 
inland;ili tuin ba:Qked by lowland mostly oovered with r1cefields, 

.. tra.versed 'by. streams, and' eXtending 150 to ',100 yds Wand behind NW 
part and far as 7 -5 miles inland behind rema1nd~r of ,beach,. atl ,in turn 

,," b~oke,d by' forested, : mo.untains, tidal lagoon 250 to6Qo' yds behind SE' ' " 
part of beach,; villages on lowland. 

, i. J!ixi 1;8 arid o~~'i'cati6~ Inland 

Exit· or06S"~()lIDtrY' to' '00 as tal ~r~il '330"to 500 yds 'inland;,movem~nt 
farther inland by trails'to'BUrfaoedcoastal road 2 to4~5miles, in;., , 
land} me~er8uage ~:,2.7~' to ,5 m~lesinland.:: '",' , 

HIS L!.NDING BE40H #4 .. , , . . 

a., Oentered5.15mileEl SE of Oap Chon'May Est, between 16 t8 }ON, 108 02 
}OE arid 16 1., 45N, 10805 45E.' (Reliability: ,GOOD) ",' 

b. Length ana Usable'Length 

6~15mUes strai~t b~a.oh, terminated to ,Nil by rocky headland and to SE 
by' ~agOon inlet; all usable. " ' 

e. Widths 

,40 to ·70 yds a~ L_~~; 29, to '50yds a~ H.W., , 
'.'., ~ . ~ , 

,d. Beach 'Gradients 

e. Appro 80h ' 
; • ,t 

Nearshore bottom sbpes mild ,to ~lat sh:u':eward of 36 ft depth cont~ur 
. : 960 to't ,650 yds off H. W~ line; off shore approach pa.rtl.Y"obstructed 

by wreck, 2. 5nm ESE of mt ena; of' beach;, nearshore appr->aoh clear but 
blaiucedto rl~W by rooky headland; bottom sand; :anohorage ,in 42.. tt depth 
2.75 milesNW or NW end of bea,h anchora.ge, bottom unknown.' ' 

f. Surf and Tidal Range 

Surf 4 rt or greater oan be exp~cted to DCcur 55% ci ~h~! t~a'in 
winter, 21% in spring, 5% in summer, and 36% in fall; tidal 'range 2.5 
rt, tropic. . ' 

• • SECRET 
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g. Material and Firmness. 

Sand. firm in wetted area, soft where dry. 

h. Terrain ImmediatelY Behind Beach 

NW three-fourths of beaeh backed by mostly barren dunes extending as 
far as 200 yds inland; dunes and remainder of beach backed by lowland 
covered with brush and ricafields and extending 600 to 1;,400 yds in­
land to wooded hUls behind NW pa:.-t of beach and 250 to 1,600 yds 
inland across peninsula to lagoon behind SE part; small lagoons on 
peninsula behind central part of beach; hills and N\-i end of beach 
backed by lowland mostly covered with ricefielda, traversed by streams 
and extending as far as 1.5 miles inland to mountains; rooky headland 
at N\'i end of beach flanked to NW by bay; villages on lowlands. 

i. Exits and Communioations Inland 

Exit across country to coastal trail 200 to 1,000 yds inland paralleling 
NW hal£ of beach or to surfaoed coastal road 175 yds to 11 mile inland 
paralleling remainder of beaoh and leading W behind central part of 
beaoh and S over bridge across lagoon inlet behind SN end of beach; 
other trails lead from coastal trail; meter-~age RR 1,500 yds to 3 
mQes inla.nd and bordering W shore of lagoon. 

G. c. MCNAUGHrON 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. s. Marine Corps, 

Executive Officer 

DIBrRnmTION: .Annex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-68 
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<. 
Hq, 5th ~hril1Ds 
T2.Sk.'Fat' co XIH.Y 
1 st l'brino Di'lisiol'l. (Rein) ]'f;F 
P!.m. }3c,i', RO~lb1ie of Viet IT,....m 
061 200H' Nr1i 196~ 

ApDondix 3 (Brid.ge Clo.ssific"..tion) Po P .. .nncx B (intolligoncq) to 
OlJOmtion Ori1,cr 301 .. 68 . . . 

Rcfi (A) 1st l"k"rinc Divisio::1 1t'1.' 2/RElC/inh of 7 r·1crch 1968 (Bridge D~t~, 
Long Co South To NN1-0 ' . , 

NO . TXP.~ ._ COcRD: ' CA?ACITY ST'·.TUS 
--~-~ .... ------.... ~.----~ ....... _._ ... _ ..... _._ ............... DY "PASS (+) ......... 

133 Bridgo YD96a063 100 Good. 
134 Flat Cul vcrt 975056 975056 G~)od Good. 
135 Quo Chu 980053 60 Good + 
136 Rcund Culvert 985048 20% Do~t + 
1)7 ° Huang Dian . 986048 21 Good 

,,1jS'" Rati.:nd Culvert 9~8b46 Gooci. 

139 Round Culvert ,'99204·5 9 Gooel 
140 Arch ,Bddgo '999.040 100 " Good 
141 ROlUld Cul vort Z:POO3038 Good 
142 Round,Cul vert 004037, Good 
143 Bridge 006035 

.. 
. Dost + 

144 Fln.t Culvert 008034 Dest 
145 Bridgo 01203,0 100 .. Dest 
146 Bridge 015027 5 F'l.ir 0t-

147 Round CuI vert 017027 Good + 
148 J3ridge 021026 20 Ft\ir + 
149 Round Cul vorl 025026 Gr;oc1 + 
150 Culvert 031026 Good + 

1,51 Round Cul vort 032026 Good 
152 Druble Round ,Cul vort 035026 . Good 
153 OMoN Culvert 036026 Good 
154 Culvert 037026 100 Good 
155 Do. :aM 039025 21 Fair 
156 Cn.:wpy Cul ~rt ,045024 Good 
157 CmlO];)Y Culvort 058022 Good 
158 Flat Culvert 059060 100 Good 
159 RO'\lllC1. Cul vert . 060019 100 Go<)d. 
160 ROUllclCul vort 063017 100 Good 
161 Round CuI vert 06601;} Good 
162 Brid.go ,069012 Gooel 
163 Bridgo 072010 40 Good 
164 Bridge 073010 21 Goocl. 

)65 J3rio.go 076009. ,0 G"or1 
166 CanOl)y.Culvert , 081009 Geood 
167 Arch Ericlg-o 084008 Good 
168 Rai Bridga 086007 150 Good 
169 Round Culvert 039006 Gand 

17°' Round CuI vc.rl 091006 F:lir 
171 Dmiblc Round Culvert . 093005 100 Good 

i:3'~1 '~~Bn , .... 
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172 
1.73. 
174· 
175 
176 
H7 
17~ 
119 
1~0 
18.1 
182 
183 
184 
185 
1.86 
187 
188 
.l89 
:190 
191 
. 192 
'193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
198 

.199 
200 

.' 201 
202 
~03 

.204 
205 

.m 

. Cul'TOrt , . 
Pl"iu Loa Bridge 
. Culvert 
'Culvert . 
;ROtUl0.. CuI vcrt 
Round Culvert 
Rou.nc. Cul vort 
Bri{~go . 
J3l;'i~lgc . '. 
.C:mo1)y· CuI vorl 
Vo.u Son . 
J3rid:2:c' 

v . 

Flat. Culvert , 
.' Culvert 
DJ~lc1Gc 
Culvert 

· FlO-t·, Culvert .. 
· CQno~!y' ,CulYort . 
· J3ri'c1ge . 
. Bridge. 

Bridge . 
Culvert 
Culvort 
BridGo. 

· Bridgo. 
Briclgo 
.J?ric1.go 

.. Bridge 
Culvert 
CQJ10DY Culvert 
Culvert 
Cr'.no~)y. Culvert 
C::mo:,1Y Culvert 
k.ng C' C' :Bridge 

DECLASSIFIED 

ZD095006 
0999.06 
10301.2··.· 
105Q15' 
106016' 
113019 
115'013 
120012 
131010 
142010 
148010' 
153010 
160010 
164010 
167010 
175010 
178'010 
182010 .' 
19S0,1D :: 

205010" . 
AU79100,9'" 

805,009' . 
80700,9·'. 
808009 
81.4°°9: 
815008' 
819008.' 

. ,823008. 
B2'a006 
84'9002: 
849002: 
852001: 
8560~)"1' 
888951 

80 

80 
100 

30 
100 

50 
80 

18 

." 

Gooct 
Dos-t; 
Gorl(l 
Good 
Gf)r:d 
G0()rl 
G00(1 

Dost 
Good. 
Good 
Good 
Fair "' 

Good. 
G000. 
Good 
Good 
Goo(l 
Good 
Fc.ir 
Good '1" 

Goncl 
Goor1 

..... 
'. 

Good ", 

G.">o(l 
F~.i:t 
Fc.ir 
F2.:Lr 

Good ' .. " 
Good 
Fn.ir ' .. , 

Go~xl 
Good 

:.;.: " 

• _. " 't . 

+ 
+ 

+ 

+c 

. , 

" 

lID.IJ)GE A.ND CUl,l.'":'~lT lrOCATions FH.OIl JANG. CO mUJX}E TO ':~GV1;Tr:::r),Jr 13"UND~BY OF 
5Th ML1'-lINES A0. . .. '.. .. . .' ".,~-

92209285 
92209275 • 
92259280 

.-"~" .. 

• 

. TY2ill -
Culvert 
Culvort 
Culvert 

13-3-2 

,.1';-

c.p C£1DllTt·T]:i . 

93419187 
93609219 
93659160 

• 
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Culvort 
Culvert 
. Ilric1cc 
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~. 

coonplNATEli 

92289266 
92309283 
92409259 
92409250 
92519235 
92709220 
92959219 
93139210 
93259250 
93359195 
88609540 
88699540 
88989526 
89129520 

• 89299527 
89509530 
89749576 
89889582 
89919560 
90999478 
91191 .. 8 
9129Ll4 
91219428 
913948 
913942 
913941 
914940 

• 
DISI'RlBUT IOlf: 
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DECLASSIFIED 
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Culvort 
Culvort 
J3riclge 

. Culvort 
Culvert 
Bridgo 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Culvert 
Culvert 
Culvert 
Culvert 
Culvert 
Briclgo 
Bridge 
Culvert 
Culvert 
Culvert 
Driclc;c 
CuI V()rt 

CulvC)rt 
Briclge 
Cu.lvort 
Culvort 
Culvert 
Culvcrt 

• 
g.QORi).Il'1b'l'1h~ T'fZQ 

93659180 Culvert 
93699191 Culvert 
93699208 Culvert 
93779189 Culvert 
93789180 Culvert 
93799219 Culvort 
93799209 Culvort 
93799169 Culvert 
93809199 Culvert 

90209542 Culvert 
90209530 Culvert 
90309535 Culvert 
90499511 Culvert 
90609510 Briclge 
90699510 Bridgo 
90809:1r 85 Culvert 
90819495 Culvert 

914939 Culvert 
914939 Culvort 
91 :~936 Culvert 
91519350 Bridge 
91669335 Bridge 
917933 Culvert 
91859282 Bridge 

IlY CmIl:U~ND OF COWlTI5L JJOIllT 

~~~p~ 
G. C. l'ICllWG:i'lTOn 

LieutcllCont Colonol, U. S. li':'..rino Corps 
::Jxocutivc Officer 

JiXlllQX X(Distribution) To O])cT:1ti',n Drelor 301-68 
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SEem Hq, 5th Marines 
Task Force XR.AY 

. ~ '1"< .. '., . 

1st 11arine Divis.ion (Rein'" FMIr 
Phu 13ai, Republip ot Vj,&tna.m 
061200H ~ch 1968 

Annex Q. (qonQe.pt o!.,Q.peratiol1s) ,to Opera.tion Order 30l~68 
, .' ~ . , . 

Ref: ea) Maps:. Viet~~ 1:50t~ ',LMS Series L7014 Sheet~ 664l~~, P'; 
.6541 I~ .II, 1'!I;. rf. 

'1~ Zone, H 

1. MISSION 

In the assigned,AQ: Keep t~e~ 'open'byp:roteoting R~te #1 and 
supporting bridges, cuJ, verts f·::&fi:~ passe·s. Support and protect .i'rtendlj 
installations, .,u.iiitl:J,·co~voys, ahd.' road repair parties. Conduot orfen .. 
sive opeI:ations to destroy enemy tor~es, ma.teriel~ and positions. . 

.: . ~ ... ".~, .,. ,. 

2. CONCEP,C' OF OPERAT IONs 
'. {':,", '." 

a.. .t..reas of Oper~tiO,n 

( 1) .Re8i ,j~a 0'£ :Op~ra.tions. The Regt AD generally. coincides with 
the:P.hu, Loe District. ,The area not specifically within any 

,T'J.OR .iii', the'Rogt Jt) is a. froe' fire/maifiuver zone. Clearanoe. to . 
. . fJ.re 'or' conduct operations within that area. rests 'with the 

, . ";, 1.'eg:i:lllen,t~lC,o~der. . 

.(2) Reg!; Tactical Area of Responsibility. The Regt TIlOR runs along 
. the. aXis '0£ the MER a.n~ stretches laterally to ooverkeyinata.­
.11ations, vil1~s, and pqssible enerrw mortar 8i tea. The Rogt 
_TAoR'ia ,.furiher ,di v;(de4 :i.rlto ::Bn TAORs;~:Bn'~T.AOR '·boundaries serve 
~a:~j';t:ce¢ont1:o1/ ~ih~!,J~,' B~~ may': tH~/Qiane\l.yer; Within- th~ir own'· 
TAOB:~s t9 ca.rryout, tlie~i: assigned rrilsf;ions. ' .' '.-

b..pr;:t·'oction of: ROute ft1.-
, •• " • ""."". <, 

,(1) >Es'ta.blish hol,d1ngpositions a.t key brid@S"a'.nd1nl3tal,~a.tionl;! 
" . as ~ei;J.uired.~ , '. ':,,, < '. '':'',:; ':".) .::' - ,', ;;:" ;':' • ./.' " , .• '. . 

(2) dOh~c~·.~pEitio:L~ing and,)mPu.~~opel)a~ions' at o,r ne~ 
, .. ,obV~oUst~g~~.s:rC>jr~t!ta.Qkor:~st~9tion bY utilizing preplanned 

: and'"observed ~l,ll,ery and mortar fires; command detonated mines, 
. and orgimi9·· .. ~a.nt~ 'wea.pons.· . 

:- .-~"""-": .~. : .~,,"::, ., .'~"". 

(3) Deny less critioa.).targets by 1na:icimum but well, controlled use of 
.mines:andb,cioby t~aps, and H&I ~illery fires taking full , 

advantage of the antipersonnel but nondestructive effects o£'VT 
.on'bridges, and oulverts."" , .. ' 

"j "'. . ". .-
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(4) Plan ~d;. o<?J:ldu,ct ~pn:liJn~.i~ offensivo operations well away tram 
~d, parallel to the' ~~,lo destroy and interdiot" threa.tening 
enenw,£Q~Ce8.1. ,,'" ',-' '" :' :', ;'~i' ' " ~ 

" '" I .,' ,~. .'.'.... '''1 fr.r ~_. ~'~" 

o. Ro~ CJ:eBr~~ and 'Min~SWe~#~-'~ ,: !, . , ~.' . 

(1) P~oteci'(miri~, ~eep': :pa.rt,t~~:'~bY', fUrnishing physioal security whera 
req~~red'~' ,ahd. uialr,{-tai%ij,ng constant observation' over, 'suoh parti,es 

, P:i:e'P~9d' to e.s~ist, ,~d'direot artillery andmonaxfire' 1Ilthe:b::' 
protecti:on.: ' ", ,,'," . '':''J , ". :"": ': .' ': '_ ,,' 

(~). Be 'prep,~cid tQ o,onduct' road ~lea.rance and mine, sweep operations 
, : on order. "', '."}"~_.' ',".'::;' ' , ,::' ,'," : .. ' '-' , ",,'," ~';",,', 

d:~ C~~i;'l?~61;~~~i~~":"'::' 

(1) ~~p: ~l £ri~ndlY"iehic:te~ and Convoys 'passing through assigned 
TAOR_ullder oonsta.11t'c:?bservation prepared to 'assist with reaotion 
foroes ~d.' prot~c~ive' ~i1lery' and mortar' fire'. ' 

., J. ~ ,. I ~-
, " ~ 

(2)" Moni~~i~o~~-6y'-ra.di.6 net','M'required. 
: • f -;.- " : " _'. ", -:~' • • •. 1 i .' " • 

a. Protect ion, of _ Road., and Bridge Repair Part ies 
" \!" .... • ~ .' 

Prq'~e~t" l~ ~ephl:rrp~tiea' bi rlirnishing 'physical security where 
req:iiu.~d,and' ,inai~taining~coristent':-oba,erta .. tionover sUch -pa.rties, 
prapared,:.:te 8.E!d~t -with re.,a~~ibn. foroes aiidiproteotive, a.r1;iUel:Y 
and mort;'ar fire';,.,' ,,',,;',', . . ~' " ",",~ ':. ,,'-, 

, ,~. "':' ~.~ .. "< ~,u" '. ; ~. ,.' '.:" ... -Of. ~.~ ; . .-

( 2) Monitor -:a&B 'rap air part;s,nat ''as ;req,ui-:t'ed • 
. ','" 

t e' Colinteratta;ck-Pla.n , ' .... 

,(1},,',Co~t~~t, ,and .destroy 'thie~teiiing enemy:forces by engaging and 
. :., . .- c.ttacldng appi'6aohing enell\Y" 'COlUmns in 'decisive combat, and ' 

'"." ':_'by:,r.ir,er~om defJignat~d~ho~~ positions • .', ',," . 
• ,-'. • ,...: ' .• l' " . ~, '. J.,.", ,_ '.' .. - ( ',' ....• . 

. ' , (2J Bns will consolidate holding-positions at key points within 
their assigned TJ~Olt' 131 ' -

, ." - ' 

. (a) ~.WJi Ui:vell :Bitdse~ ~~ =J:1. (;, , 

,,;.~,(b) ,P~~liO~ ,Co~b~~Ease~ 

': ,(0) 

(d) 

~ 

Ol~ore Pass. 

~l;PCO 18@~]h~~ jg.4p'~l{j 
84!i1Jse!l! l#;g B?p. . . '. 

,-, 
'. ;' ...... ",.. 

'" J' .' r .:" ,., 
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(f) ,1§ji--~ SA;;~~ I ~ 

::;fi; Htl fit .. i:;;,.T'i • ra 8Q. IJ,N;t!7' 'tt' i '2 

'. 
(3) ~ach Bn will establish a multi-company reaction force at a centrol 

location within o.sBisned TAOR prepa.:rcd to move by foct, vehiole, 
or helicopter to e:ny point of ~nemy contact to engage and a.ttack 
enemy forces. 

I 
i 
! 

~cT.A.aa ' 
L.~i ... Bowling...,!u.ley TAOR 

} ... Hai Van Oi{ 

DISTRllIUT ION , Anne X (Distribution 
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CHANGE #1 

~ As re~uested, aetas blocking forcos in combined 
operations with the local En in and near,yillages 
tmd areas in assigned SOR •. 

~. Prepare and submit for epprovc~ defensive fire ~lans 
to the local Bn. 

- -

.ll~~·~ 
, R.· D. BOHN ' 

Golop,el, u. S. Marine Corps 
Commanding 

/': 

~1 - Hal Van TilDR 
(\"2 -_- Phu Loo TAOR 
v3 - l?hu Bcd TAOR 

DISTRlBUrION: Annex X (DistribUtion).- to' Operation Order. 301-68' . 
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• • CH1..NGE #1 

(3) Each Bn will establish 0; multi-coffillMY reaction force at a 
control loco.tion within D.ssignod. T.I~Oll. llI:Cpo.red to move by 
foot ,. vehicle, or helicopter to eny point of enemy contn.ct 
to engage and attack enomw forces. 

g. Joint Operations with Combined Action Forces 

(1) There are a total of 11 Combined Action Platoons in tho 
.Regt AO. All CAPs are orgonic to CAG 3, III MllF. The 
pres:enc(; of these forces adds the strength one one bat­
talion along the MSR in the Regt 1..0 • Through liaison, 
coordination, and cooperation, these forces can do much 
to release units of this Regt to operate deep to the.south 
and north by performing more routine security tasks along 
Route ifo1. 

(2) By joint agreement with thcComrrk~ding Officer, CAG 3, 
C1J?s of that organiz.a.tion .and units of this Regt \'Till 
execute the follo\'Ting tasks: 

CH1ili GE 1J:1 

(a.) Each Inf Bn, 5th Marines 

1 Provide and establish a Liaison NCO with radio at 
each CAP position within assign,ed Bn TAOR. 

? p~ 2Jl anri clear all artillery, NGF, and air support 
i'or C1l.l?s within assignod Til.OR. 

I.· 

:~d;ograte all C.LJ? d8.iV and night ambush and patrol 
;.(;"~ivitios with Bn aotivities in o.ssigned TAOR. 

h~.::pare reaction plans and design:?te reaction forces 
l;<) assist ClIPs under enemy attack in assigned TAOR. 

Tn cooperation and coordination plan for and utilize 
;JJl.Ps as blocking forces in oombined operations in 
8nd neervillages and areas in Cll.P SORs. 

£. Plot and respect assigned CAP SORs as assigned by 
Cl& 3. 

(b) Each C.flP, CAG 3 

1 Maintnin constant. communications· with local Bn through 
that Bn 1 s Liaison NCO • 

£. Request and clear all supporting fires through local Bn • 

.1 Clear all ARVN supporting fires through 10001. Bn. 

! Subrni t day and night ambush ana. po.trol o.otiv:Lties by 
1300 of the afternoon prooeediIlg those activities. 

0-3 SECREI' 
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o. l10ed Clec.rcnoe o.nd lUna Swoeps . 

(1) ~rotect mine s~oep parties by furnishing physioal socurity 
whoro. requirod, e~d maintnining constant observation over 
such pnrties prepcied to assist and direct artillery and 
m(',rtar fire in their protection. 

(2) Be prepared to conduct road clc~Ience and mine swoep op­
erations on orqer. 

d. Convoy ~rotection 

( 1) Keep all fr iendly ~ohicles and CGlwoys pgSS ing_ through, f\..8-

signed T~~OH under const[!llt observ0..tion prepared to o,ssist 
with reactionfo,rces' end protoctive f'xtillcry and mortar 
fire. 

(2) Monitor convoy r8~io not as roquired. 

c. l'rotection of Road and ~ridge llcpair L'ertios 

(1) 'i'rotect R&B repair parties by' furnishing physicI'>l. security 
where rcquire4, and maintaining. const~t observation over 
such pc.rties., prepared to assist with reaction forces-end 
protective artillery and mortrx fire. 

(~) :'L,ji:_~: n&J3. repair party net as required. 

>,)::-~t :::.ct . and destroy threatoning ononw forces by engaging 
'. "\;;~ :::t'i:t[~cking approachi},g anemy colwnns in .. deoisive. combnt" 
~I~:::;. -~y fire -from deSignated holding positions. . 

': ;;' j><' '~ll consolidate holding positions a.t key pcints with-
j:,::·~;c.ir assigned TiJ.Olt' S I . 

(b) ?hu Loc Combat Base •.. 

(0) Claymore ?ass. 

(d) Bridge 1f10. 

(9) Bri,dge 7,::12. 

(r) Bridge ,f13. 

, 
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Hq, 5th Mc'U'i a 
Tr.sk Forco m.r~ 

CHANGE 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF 
l'hu Bni, Republic of Vietnam 
011200 iJ.pr 1968 

lUU10X C (Concept of Operations) to Operation Ordor 301-68 

Raf: (a) Maps: RVN 1~ SorL7014 1:50,000 Shoets 6641 I, II, III, & 
IV; Shoets6542 I, II, III, & IV. 

Time ZonOI H 

1. 

2. 

MISSION 

In tho assigned. AO: Keep the MSR opon by protecting Route :/):1 end sup­
Dorting bridges, culverts, and passes. Support and protoct friendly in­
stallations, units, convoys, and road rep~ir parties. Conduot offensive 
operations to destroy enemy forces, materiel, and positions. 

CONC~l:T OF Ol'ERi~ IONS 

a. Arens of Operations 

(1) Regt ~\ren of Operf\.tions. The Regt AO.generally coincides with 
the j?hu Loc District. The· area not specificolly within any 
TAOR in the Reg\; 1.0 is D, free fire/mcneuver z,one. Clee.xanoc 
tr ZiYG or conduct operations within that area rests with tho 
R,'.)(;j.:r.~<!,~;al Commander. 

:' ( :I(~;~i:~ical i\.rea of llesponsibilit;y:. The Reg\; Tl.0ii. runs 
'c~Jy,).g the axis of the Mffil Bnd stretches laterally to cover 
,cc:,' .i.nstc,llations, villages, and possible enemy mortar sites. 
::':::1 ;i cgt T .AOll is fu:rther divided into Bn T iiORs • En TAOH 
'Cl;::;"~,:,~.OS serve as ,Fire Control Lines. Bns may fire/'f'fIBrl.-
::., '~;,ri thin their own TAORs to carry out their assignod mis-

b. l:':r.~~;j .. ct io:a of Route ;t1 

(1) Establish holding positions at key bridges and installations 
as required. 

(2) Conduct, maximum pat'rolling and ambush opere.tions gt or near 
obvious targets for atteck or destruction by utilizing pre~ 
planned and observed artillery and mortar fires, command de­
tonated mines, and organic infantry weapons. 

(,) Dony less critic~l tr.xgcts by maximum but well controlled use 
of mines, booby traps, and. H&I e.xtillery fires t('king full ad­
vantage of the antipersonnel but nondestructive effects of VT 
on bridges and culverts. 

(4) l'lan and conduct continuing offensive operations wall mm:y 
from pexellel to the MSR to destroy end interdict threatening 
enemy forces. 

CHl.N GE 1c'1 C-1 
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Operation Order 301-68 

Copy ____ o~ Oopies 
Hq, 5th Ilhrines 
Task Force XB.l~Y 
1st Mexine Division (Rein), FMF 
Phu Eai, Republic of Vietnam 
011200H Apr 1968 

Ret: (a) Maps: RVN AM5 Sar L7014 1:50,000 Sheets 6641 I, II, III, & IV; 
Sheets 6543 I, II, III, & IV. 

b) 1st MnrDiv OpO 301-68 
c) 1st MarDiv OpO 309-68 dl DivO 5400. 3 w/C~f:1 
e DivO P02000.2 (CEO I) 
f TF XRJJ OpO 301-68 
g 5th Mc.'l.J:: l~dO 301-68 
h) TF XRtoY AdO 11-68 
i) 5th N,,-,x CEor 

,:u .. ~ex E (Intelligence). 

,j1'.l'J:>ont mSUNs. 

(~) :.~:l Bn, 11th Marines direct support. 

(2 ,',j,0 11ffitl provides fixed and rotary wing support. 

(3) Elements of CAG 3 with RVN PF units interdicts Route #1 and 
guexds designated key bridges and installations. 

c. attachments and Detoohments. "l.rinex l~ (Teak Organization). 

2. MISSION 

In the assigned 1. .... 0: Ke.ep the MsR open by protecting Route #1 and. sup­
porting bridges" culverts, and passes. Support and protect friendly in­
stalle.tions, units, convoys., c.nd rand repnir pE'...rties. Conduot offensive 
operations to destroy enemy forces. mcteriel, ~d positions. ' 

:; • EXmC'PT ION 

0.. Cf6ncept of 0pern.tions. \Hthin assigned i~O este.blieh e. rogimantrJ. 
TAOR al.ongthe axis of the MSR from the northwest boundaxy to the 

OHANGE #1 00-1 
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southwest bound.e..ry extending InteraJ..ly from Route ff1 to include 
commanding terrain and key installations and villages; and pos­
sible 9nGIllY mO,rtar and runbush sites. Establish:; Bn Tl ... ORs ~ithin 
the Regt TAOR ·to affect equel. distribution of tMticcJ. respons­
ibilities in oarrying out the assigned mssion. Use, milXtmum of 
forces to conduct local offensive operation in the En TAORs, and 
individuaJ, and multi-battalion offensive operations in the Regt 
AO to destroy threatening ena~ forces and deny use of terr8~ 
for basos and cache sitos. 

b. '_ B~, 5th Mc'U'ines'. 

(1) Establish in tho Hai Van TA.OR to keop Route #1 and all SUll­
porting bridges, culverts, and passes opon. 

(2) Establish holdiIig positions to defend Bridges: 11, 12, end 13. 

(3) Conduct offensive operations in assigned TAOR to destroy 
threatening onolI\f forcos, mctcriel, ond positions. 

(4) Plan for and be prepe..red to support and assist CIJ>-H-7 and 
Ol..P-H-9, ond all other friendly forces Md installations .in 
tIle:: He.i Von TAOR in the evont of enol1\Y' a.ttack. 

; ,:. ;i.t=);;-:tblish in the Phu Loo T1i.OR to keep Route 1/:1 end a.ll sup­
, . .', .. !."\j:i.~.g bridges, culvorts, end pl?.8Sea open. 

\.::;'; 3s-tab:Lish holding positions to defend the Rockcrusher, Oau 
::).-:i 16J1J Phu Loe Fire BC'.se, CIO\V'IllOre Pe.ss, and Bridge 10. 

(~,~J_':,;uct offensive operations in assigned T.L.OR to destroy 
r. ;.:::,:c[1;~c'::J.:L'1.g enemy forces, IllE'>teriol, and positions. 

(4) 1:>1&"l for and be prepared to support and assist the' Phu Loc 
District Hq, CAl:'-H-4, CtJ?-H-5, end C.i.P-H-6 and e~l other 
friendly forces and insta.lll'.tions in the ?hu Loc TAQR in 
the event of enol1\Y' a.ttock. 

0,. ~Bn~ 5th Marines 

(1) Establish in the Phu :Be.i TAOR to keep Route ;';-"1 and all sup­
porting bridges, oulverts, c~d passes open. 

(2) Establish holding positions to defend Ql> 180, OJ? 230, and 
Bridges 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, !lIld 7. 

(3) Conduct Offensive oper~tions in assigned TLOR to destroy 
threatening enemy forces, meteriel, and positions. 

00-2 SEOREr , 
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(4) :fInn for and be preparod to support and assis,t C.t.P ... A-2, 
CJJ?-Ji.-3, Cf.I'-H-1, Oi.:2-H-2, Oi.f.;.H-3, and C1J?-H-8, nnd all 
other friendly forces ana. installo.tiollG in the Phu Eo.i 
TAOR in the event of enemy attack~ 

e. Coordinating Instructions 

( 1) 1l.ll urii ts will be prepnxed to accompliish the follmd.ng 
tasks in accordance with Annex C (Ooncept of Operations). 

, 

(a) Protect and assist friendly convoys moving on the MSR. 

(b) ?rovide security for road and bridge repair parties. 

(c) Support mine sweep operations on the MOR. 

Cd) CHOP reaction forces to Emy point in the Rogt J~O. 

(0) Conduct offensive operations as a battalion or as 
part of a multi-battalion forco in any area of tho 
Regt JiJ. 

,~:'. unHs will make liaison with and conduct joint oper­
::-,:.:ons 'fiith units of CAG 3 as specifiod in Annex C (Con­
·A;:;rt of Operations). 

,;,.~::;l,8:r.~,~ or suspected demD .. gc to Route ir'-1 will be reported 
:'.lYK:,ncU.<1tely. During hours of reduced visibility and on sec­
~;·].G!.lS of Route ~~ not under direct observation, all possiblo 
301.'.nd.8 of detonation in the vicinity of tho road will be ra­
).:!,-ljc?U., Investigation will be made as soon as possible, and 
> f0U.mr·.up report will be submitted. 

(~i :OJ: 0,1;';3, and compe.niee separf'.tod from Bn Cre will havo liST 
co.:::ni':Ji]jties iit all times. 

(5) Rifle companies will be rotated to 5th MPxinos rear for unit 
training p~d rehabilitation on order. 

4. l.J)IIDnSTRltrION IJ\ID LOGISTICS 

l~dmin Order ;01-68. 

5. COMJ)llJID iiliD COMl-TIJNIC~~IONS-ELECTRONICS 

Annex F (Comm-Elec) 

R. D. EOEN 
Colonel, u. S. Mexine Corps 

C oIJllllDJlding 

00-3 
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ANNEXES: 

I .. - Tnsk Organization 
B - Int elligence 

DECLASSIFIED 

C - Conce~t of O~crations 
D - i:..:r:tillery e.nd NGF Support 
E - l.ir Su~port 
F - Comm-Elec 

. G - Civic i~ction 
H - l'sy O~s 
X - Distribution 

CHiiNGE 1fo1 

~Io~RIBUTION: f~ex X (Distribution) to Oporetion Order 301-68 
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• . Hq; 5th l'i"U'inos 
T11.sk iForcoi Xl};.W _. 
1 st ~t?I'incDi\rision (iEIN), Fl>1F 
:bu Eni, Rc':ru-blio 01: Viotn~ 
061 200 ITer 1968 

~\lmcx D (.,.'i.rt1l1o:cy nnd Nnvo.l Gunf.ira Su:p:PO~t) to Oporation Ordor 301-68 
;. ' .. ,..... . 

Rcf: Vietnam 1: 50,000"11.HS Series L7014 Shoots ·6641 III',:· I'll; 
654f I,II, III,' IV. 

Time Zone: fI 

1 • SITU~\.TION 

(1 )i\.nnex.B (Intelligence) 

b. Fri.o.114~otCCS 

:. ~ .. ' 

(1) . Hq,1 st Field. .Artillery Group 

D.. 1st 155rnm. Gun Btry. , 

b. 2nd Plntoon, -3-d8.n Hmo! Btt;'y 

o. Etry L, 4th Bn;. nth V1nrincs 

(2) 2~d ?lat,' Btry.:s, 12thJJlVN Bn'(Phu Loo) 

(3) :Btry B, 8th Bn, "4th -.\rty (DaThing-T~~Oi;1) 

(4)1)lnt. ;itl 155M GUn J3try (Dane.ng-T:.On) 

2.1USSION 

'. '.; 

,'. - .. 

" J..;." 

.:'::' ! 

2d Bn, 11th 1:brinos.pr()vidoa direct support for tho 5th Marino Rogincnt 
in tho Roginontal ,,',.xco. of OporMions. _ J:n n.d<Ution, oxtillcry aU:?'lort '-lill 
bo providodin SU~,-?ort of COTNOY.' o:Poro.t'ions, rocon msorts, Ci~G-Units, . 
rcinforconont of iUl.Vn artillery and counter rockct/ba.ttery/oortar fires. 
l.l.vailablc Na:vt>.lGunfiro Ships I'rovide_ (3U11~10rt,~S r?9.uirod • 

. ' . ".'. . 

:;. I!JX:JCUTION 

a.Q..onCC'f)t of .. .Il.rtillo.ry .q.nd Naval Gunfi.ro. SuT);)or1;, 
" . 

(1) 2d :En, 11th Uc'1rincs pO,sitions its organic firing units within 
tho 5th Marines Arenaf Oporn.tions to J)rovide direct SUI':)ort for 
offensive and defensive oporations as required. Direct support 
"'ill nomally bci 7rovidcd fron. tho folloving -ba.sol3~ '.. ' -
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( 1) Fon.ooful Valloy, geid ~q~ard ZD0202 ~ (2) Plru. Loo ,~id:" 
Squn.ro ZD0798;, (~) Plcmtation, ?c.laco, gr'id sq~nxo ZD1601; (4) 
Toabstono" gr.id squaro ~~u8.1 01 j (5)Snndbox'r grid" squaro l .. T9798. 

. '. "', , : ' .• ' . , •.•.• t.'. _' , ~ . " . . '. ," . 

(.2)· Dtry.D: ·Rc·info~c.in~:ffilp~)brt"jti-y F.' ". 
. " . . ."'" - .... :' '. 

(3)· . Btry E: . ,Dis 2d 13n, 5th:, I-fu.rincs 
- , - ! • ~ •• • • 

(4), 

. (5) 

. ,,(6) . 

13try F: DiS 3d Bnl 5th l-l.'U'incs 

Btry L: _ G/S,Roinfo~cing,2dBn" 11th ~~incs 

Gcncrol sUl>port/r~inforo~ fires froounits pc;si ti6ricd 6utsid:e 
tho 5th ~rar:incs ~iCh1ill_:bo',availllblo through tho 1rit-"Firld :.:r-
tillery .(troup_ -'..' , " ... ',' . .'" 

(7) Nav::!.l Gunfire Su:?port available through Task Force X!lS .("~:'!­
pcndix 1). 

,. . ~ 

b. Coord~ .... ting lnstruction~ , . 

( 1 ) Fi're SUP~)~rt;coo~dl.n0.ti~n ,dUo bO . accOnIllishcd at tho b;:>.ttalicn 
lovel for orgnnic u,nits t-rhcncvcr possible. Bn.ttalicn TAOR bound­
aries w'ithin tho 5th 1 hrines· ~\O. t-[i11 be: utilized as fire coord-
1na.tion linos bet~'rocn .resident. ba.ttc.1ions. liXlY nission or io­
J.)Mttho.t fo.Us "i thin 500 nctcrs of ru1Y boundary or intcrJ1(id­
into boul1c/.r1.ry Vlill. bo cloD.rof.. ',ith tho o.djD.Cont bc.ttalion or 
unit prior to sonding the mission to tho RCzimontal FSCC for 
finr11 cloar~cc nndassignncnt of St~v-.~-Plnne desigrl:-1tor. 

'·Cloarnnco. of, Dissions, in the area outside the Bc.ttc.lion T,.' ... Ol~S 
. but cont!"..incd "lithin 'the ·llcgiraonttll.'f..O is the responsibility of 
. tho RcgimontoJ. ?SCC. Fire control aoa.suros for nulti-be.ttc.lion 

o·,cro.tions outsido the battalion T;'~Ons but uithin tho ROgimental 
1.0 "'ill bo institutco. e.s tho ojJCrntions occur. 

Clonra.:nco of missions vith the Phu Loc District Chiof \1ill be 
aocomplishod ~s required by tho Ecgulcntnl ~~iPc. 

(4) Firo nissions (oxclusivo of H &!ls c.nd on cnn firos) sent to 
.... ' .. ',.,: the Rcgiocnt1'.l P3CC '\:Till confom to the Sav-A-?lrmc fornat as 

indicated in iq'pendix 3. 

(5). I.l&1.£ircsil'i t\1c l1cgitiontnl: I~O, cxcl:usivc of H&I fires in con­
junction vi th bui t i:"bc.ttt.l.I'i on' . or 'other ·o11ar::>.t1oruloutsia.6 the 

·:BCl.i::to.licn T,'.on',s,vTillp9s~bmittcd_to the Rcgincnt.:\1 FSCC by 
.. 1100 do.i1Y~· . ... """'."... - ." :::,; .' .'" ,':., " 
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(6) At the present titlO,' restrictive firc rIM NOV.:.:r1Jr::R previd'os:ari 

air lane for ,friol1dly cirorcit to ncgoti~,te RHy 1 from Huo to Phu 
Loe. This restrictive firQ plc,n ..:mco::px:,ssesCJl 1:'..rea 350 notors 
eithor side of, }I\,ry 1 fron son. lovol to 2000" from Hue to :;;"'hu Loe. 
HO'i1,rtl11cY'J fire. ,:,ill paDs through this rcstdctive zone \-lith a 
maxioun ordin.'tto under 2000' vTithout clcn.r~co fran the Regimental 
FSCC. 1n the event thc VOlurlC of air traffic necessitates extcnding 
the restrictive firo plan C(l.st of Phu Lao c.long HvlY 1, this ,·rill be 

. ) accomplished at the discretion of the negincntnl FSC. 

(1) ;~11 firing units will insurethn.t air. sen~rics arc :?ostod in their 
respectivc firing positions ~t any tine firing is being conductod. 
These sentries \'Ji11 po in a ::!osition to observe the gun t;-'.rget line, 
as terrain and visibility conditions :')emit, to ,1.ssist in reducing 
tk~zards to friendly aircr~ft fron crtillery fire. 

(8) . Battnlion Liaison Officers uill insure that the C!.rtillery fOl'\18.rd 

. observers \iith their bc.ttoJ.ion arc l)roJ.)crly instruct cd. iri th:e uti­
lization of artillery for CrulO"W opcrations. The density and height 
of the vcgotn.tion in a nnjori ty of tho Rcgincntal ~~O dictates a thor­
ough undcrstnnding end utilization of ?rcpl8.nncd concentrations, re­
section fron r-ir bursJes on knm'/'rt loca.tions, etc., to assist the for­
ward observer in c.ccur~toly locating his position. 

4. JillHINIS'rR.TIO})T &. LOGISTICS 

a. Adruin Order 301-68 

*b. l.u:UlI1.111ition av~ilc,bility 'lor dt1.Y (m~) 

':fEL.::O)! D1!;i:l'SITY , li9.llliPli/D.W 
. 4.2t~;:()rt[',r '" " 2 

105mn:"H6u ' . ,;:. - "18: '. 
52 

540 

, 
, '. 

. 155r,::)f.l Ho,'r. •. :.. 8 
. 155mn'.Gun. :': '2~ <"'. ali Rot.r . ,',r,_, ,". \ • 

. . ''';'.. r,", ,~; 

254 
108 
80 

.• . ... , *Supply X'D-toe govern firing over r. ',)oriod of cl.: .... ys rather thnn a single 
.. ·,·,···J'd;ty. Ratos maybo oxcoeded when roquirod. :.SR is as of date of 

this order and is subject· to chnngo. Ch;.ngcs uill 90 l)rolJ1ulgatccl as 
a.r:U<1O status lTarrants. (",!.",,: '. .. :L',_~~, 

~ '. '" .... ,'I.! . : .• : ~ .'.'.'. : ',', ,'. "".";' • " I ""-'.' ~ ... '. " 
~ '. ,:; ~. . ~..: ". '!;. 

, "'\ J ,.. . '" ••• " ,.." " ~., 

C. ASP is located "lith in tho :7J:lu :Bo..i vitt:';l .. o.rc:l·i i.! '·RCSu'jply :J;s effected 
by sUJ1ply point distribution. ' .. ,. ',,; '" '.' '.{<r'" 

5.. cm·rr/[:~TD ::.1TD COl:11illlTIC;.TI01ifS ::JLm'l:hom;cs 

.\ 

. ~ ............ . ... , , .. Y 
'. .. '. ,:-~ 

".' :'., .... 

• ~ '-" • ,:~ '".. • -.. 1 

'! '" .. , 

" .... . .~, , 

. ~, .:. '",\ 

. "'l.' 

".-/ "-," . 
" 
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bit g~i2:.,.t;'()Jl§l.2l2etroru..os.·.i>.nnox P. 

(1) Tho frequency and mike d~sisnntor tor the Rostcontnl LiaisOft 
,Not era as listed ref (d), fraq·u.oncy 60.05, .~t 509. 

" 

..:2l'.ElNDIXes: 

V( 1) -. Nc.vn.1 Gunfiro SU?porl -
--" (2) - Poai ~ionli.roll o.nd Firoco.p Overlay (to be. published.) 
v'(3) - Sav-~~-?lC'.nc Fcroo.t ' 

" 

DISTRIBUTION: l~cxX(DIsrRIBUTION) to Oporo.tion O~cr ~o1-6a 
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• Eq, 5th lbrines 
,Tc,sk Force j\iL.Y 
1 st H'·~rine Division (RTI.lIN) BIF 
:2hu B;:d, ~~Cl)ublic of VictIk"Ul 
061200 110.1' 1968 

~~p:,!cndix 1 (Navo.l Gunfire Su:!"Jort) to ~l...'1nO:: D (':~rtilie:q arid Ihv,-:.l Gun­
fire SUpport) to Operation Order 301-68 

T irJ.C Zono: H 

1. MISSIOn 

Units of the U. S. Seventh Floet \I;i11 I>rovidc Naval Gunfire Support 
for 1 at Naril'lo Division. 

2 • illCJCUTIOl~' 

a. The N,",vc,l Gunfire Units (TU 70~8.9) \'1i11: 

(1) Do ros:)onsive to COJ-"IITStL'l.CY rcquironents and :>:)roviclc UGJ'S !"1S 

roquostod. 

(2) ie/hon directed, provide NG?S for specific etr.l:;?hibious aDorations 
in accordance ,.,itlt instructions provided by C(lD!.1o.ndcr ~i.trphib­

ious Tnsk Forco (Ci .. TF). 

Roqucats for NGP shbs in direct sU"""F)Ort of 5th 'tibrinos "Till 
be subnittcc1 by tho '5th ND .. rincs N"r.lVI11 Gunfire Officer to Task 
Force XP"':.Y. Ships available for SUP1)Ort trill be turned over 
to tho control of tho 5th Ek'U'incs ImFO. 

If a ship is not D.vn.iluble to Tasl~ Force Xl1.:.Y the request '\-1ill 
be fort'lardcd to tho 1 st IbxDiv ncro "rho uill requost a ship 
bo 2.ssignecl.. by III ~L'Ji'. 

(,) Shi~)s nornn.lly available will be 5il /38 direct SU1),)ort destroyer.s. 

(4) Hon.vy cruisors - 8"/55, Light cruiscrs'- 6"47, and destroyers -
511 /54 1;rill nort1ally o110r':'l.to in the innodiato vicinity of tho DNZ. 

( 5) IFS Imd LffilJi rocket shi:ps I'l.rc nO;cr'J.~ly usc,d only ingoncrnl 
SUp]lort in S]xu'scly in.'lO,bitoc1 .'1.re,:'.s.', 

(6) Heavier sup~1ort shi~)s may bci requested for n specific o~')erdion 
, or corllnittnont, subject to np,)roval a.n.d assignnent by III JlL':.F. 

D-1-1 
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c. Upon o.ssignnont to the 5th U':',rincs, the shi:)(s) 'will bo cQUtrollod. 
by the 5th r';~.rincs NGll'O ~s diroctcd by the r,;;:;incntr1.1 Coronndcr. 

d. :.nplifying instructions for Ihvnl Gunfire SU~;)ort 2nd cOIJI::lunications 
can be found in the publicati9n, Gun ·12. 

BY COB',"", 'OF CO~~ nO!!!!' , 

G~!:~ 
1icutcnt':.nt Oolonel i u. S •. N..':'..J:inO· CorDs. 

Executivo, Officor 
..... 

.. . 

/ 
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H<l. :.5th ,Marines; 
Task Force XH.1.Y 
.1st Marine Division (Rein),FMF 
Pl~u :Bat; Republio of Vietnam 
06l200H March 1968 

Appendix 3 (Sav-A-Pla.n91 Format).·to Annex D (i.rtillery and Navai Gunfire. 
Support) to Operation Order 30l~68 . . 

Time Zone: H 

DESIO- CANCEL- A 
NATOli Lll!rION 

, :,.: '", 

SAVE-A-PL11NE Date, _______ _ 

C D E F G 

-' .: . 

BYC~~\:~ 
G. C. MCNAUGHl'ON ~ 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Executive O£rice~ 

DISTRIBUTION: Annex: X (Distribution) to Operation Order 301 .... 68 
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Hq, 5.th Marinae 
TesitP6rcc xru~y 

.' , 

, 1st MDririG D,ivision (Rein),. FMF 
Phu B~jj liepublio of Vietnam 
06;L200R Maxotl' 1968·, 

.Annex E (Air Support) to Operation,Ordei 301-68 .' 
,.' j 

Time .Zone:' H 
". 

1. SITUATION 
, , 

", I,.., ,.") . 

8. •. IJ:l this. area.. of .cperaticn fuep-, wing, fcrp1,os9· air support are en 
. call with 250 pound snakeye 'bonibs and 500' poimd. na.p.3.im bombs.. Ela.peo 
time from request to aircraft on station will be.approxtmatelY·30 

:·Iiu.nutes.. .' . ' .. 'I:;"'~""'. '., ,.' . ".'. .". ". '," . 

;. t':": .{ .' ;',., ~.: . ~" ' .,." .. ' .~ ,"- > '.' - • ~ •• 

b~'Ta.ctical ~ir cdIltrolie~~ ai~bome/a:er.ial' ObserVers '~e ·a.v~ilabie as 
needed to control airstrikes, adjust. artillery ,aD.9, cond\!c~ S(1rial. 
reconnaissanoe of the area.. ;,. ',,;" 

o. Helioopters are on a standby alert to'conduot medeva.cs!rcm units in 
. the field. 

2· • PROCEDtJ".£1ES 
.; .;- } 

6. 

'P. 

·,9·· 

d. 

.' . . .'. • ,,': I.",· I' " ',i ". ;. .,-: . ," 
Mark ta.rgets.w;i.th ,white. phesphorCu,s;' if poss;i.ble. 

• ~ < .' • • " ~ • • • ' " :-' ':., : •• - 'r';" :~:', . , :, " , . ' .' - '~ .. " 

, , .' . 

Units will display p~els ,to. mark friendly positions 'and ha.ve oolored 
smoke available to mo.rk landirig zones and friendly positions, on call 
frtmL p11qt who will. id~nti£y the coloI,' of smoke • 

.' . . , .' ~. ~ . 
S~bniitpreplanned ud.ssions; prior to 0900 en'the day prior for reutine' 
missions and prier to 1500 for prioritY. missions. Emergenoies ()an be 

, requested. anytime:, however for special ordnanoe a dela.y should be 
exPected ~ -. .' . . ' . 

. , 

e. Med~vac'~~q~est~ ,will :.be. suQmj.t{euby:'TACPof subordiilate unit'i3pn 
'U~OF 1008.1. arid then subD;litted by this h~a.dqua.r.ters;' to,D.t..sC. ' . 

I '.. " . f • ,~_.", • •• •• '>o_ 

f. Helioepter. su:ppojit te~ as,slgneg. j~o' units':wUl' oontrol Sit hel,loepters 
for -resupply~ and where 'p6ssi'bi~ 'all. medevaclli:.· . 

, , . ~ , , 

3. CO~ j~ CoMMoNICATIONS-ELmCTRONICS " '.' .. ; , 

Re!ereno~ (e) .and JlIUlex F . (CeImll-Eleot ). . ,." ,. .... .... " 

.( 1) TAGP.-L~·oa.:i net .wil1 be continuaJ.lyguarded bY this 'headquarters 
and by. suberditi~~e units as necessary to submit requests. and 
control a.iroratt with FM capability. 

SECBEr 
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• ,~ • I • • 

T.AU net .will.be cOlltinually mcnitoredby. this head<tuarters to 
reoeive, request, .. and maintain oOinmunio!.'.tionswith DASO. 

Lariditlg Zone Common will be ,guarded. by EST tooontrol all 
landing 21one~. ' 

Medevac· frequencies •. lu.l.stibordil:lato ,units will be p~epa.red to 
esta.bliS~! communications with MedevacHel.:i;copter as necessary. 

(5) .Subordinate units will be prep~ed to guard TAD nets to oontrol 
. fixed wing USing olose support S!rcra.ft.' , " 

~ 1l TAOO, 
.2. DASC 
3 llSRT 

'DaHang 
,Phu Bei 
Phu :Sa:L 

Joyride 
Plutoc:t'l3;t 'l'wo 
PlutodI."atI;lravo 

4. SPEOIAL OPERATIons m MOtJNrmS l!.NDOlill'OPr 
:-., 

a... In: CallOW operationS! ~~~r:y effort $ho'l1ld. -'be nu:i.de to get me'clevaos ar).d 
re'supply in a. cleared sElcure zone,. Clear a zone 125 feet 'by 125 feet. 
Use· of slings should b.e kept. to·~ minimuln becaus~ .of the extreme 
vulnerability of helicoptez.s hovering ai/ tree top: level. ' .. 

b. In mountainous, terrain the maXimum s10p& that a,' helicopter' oan lana. 
on is. }O percent. 

. ~ d~V::1;~~. 
~:.~. M:NAUGHr ON " . 

Lieutenant Colonel, U. ,6. Marine Corps 
Exeoutive O£fioo:t' . 

DISTRI13UTION: .lumex- X (Distribution) to Operati?n. Order 301~~ 
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Hq, 5th Marines 
T ask Force XlU:..Y 

",:' tstMarine Division (Rein)fFMJi' 
Phu, Bai, Republic of Vietnam 
061200R March 1968 

Annex F (90zDmun,~cati0!ls.~~~~tro~i~~) to,Opera:GionOrder 3Ql-68 

Time Zonet H 

." '. 

. , 
)"11, 

(1)' Mnex: B '(Intelligienc-e ) ~ 

Ca). The'en:emY, haS :th~: oapability to: 
, .. . . {. 

(ej' 9~~duot electronios oountermeasurea (J~g) • 
. :" . 

{bY. Co~duot ~ireta.ppingandmbnito~ ra.diotra.nS~S8ionl3~" ",,' 

. "::(c} :InS~ert d~~eptiV'9 ttBIfie. on radio and wire cirouits. 

(d) , Booby trap :'alJandoned equipment. 

b. Friendly Foroes ',; 

(1)' ~e~ A' (T~k-Organiza.tion). 

(2) C ciIrimand Posts " , 
. ".. " ~. . . 

<. i"'f "< .:", , ' . 

Hq"th, Marinas' ;. ,v "'vic' ZD052029" , 
5th Marines (Rear) vic YDS85135 
1st En, 5th Marin~s vic Z0944919 
-2nd Bn, 5th Mariries "; vic Z:005302~,'' 

, , 
, ._,' 

3r.dBn, 5th Marines ;', .. vic' ,Z~.10Ci2() 
. 2nd Bn,11t,h Marines. viq Z:0025024 

',Logistics ,Suppoz1;.Area. vic ZD051026 

Report cha.n~s to CF locati9ns as they occ~. 
I,' . .' : ., . 

2. MISSION , " . 

. .. , 

Communications-electronics elements provide supp,or.t to the 5th Marines 
(~ein) within the Ph-q Loe area of operations. 

F-1 SEem 
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3 .. EXEClJr ION 
. i:. 

a. Concept of Operations. To conduct operations within the, Phu Loc AO 
necessitating displacement of regimental ~d battalion command elements 
into the fie~d in order to establish command posts capable of ooord­
ination and contro1-. 

b. Headquarters, 2thMa.rinesi 

(1) Establish and maintain communications-electronics facilities in 
the field for tactioal coordination and control of 5th Marines 
(Rein) • 

(2) PrOVide communications-elootrcnics, facilities at the 5th Marinea 
(Rear) for 'administrative control and coordination of Headquarters, 
5th Marines and battalion rear elements. 

Be prepared on order to provide attachments as necessar,y to 
support radio relay, or furnish technical assistance to subord­
inateorganizations, 

(4) See: appendix 1 and 2. 

c. Infantry Battalions J 5th MarinoS' 

(1) Maintain external communications as directed by this -headquarters 
and internal communioations to support assigned mission. 

(2) Establish rear command post communication facilities for admin­
istrativeand logistics coordination with elements in the field. 

(3) See a.ppendix 1: and 2. " 

d. Supportiiig . Organizations 

(1) Maintain extarnru. and interna.l communica.tions to support aSSigned 
mission. 

(2) Enter Regimental Tactical Net #2 when required for coordination 
with this headquarters. 

e. Detachment Radio-Relay HgBn and 7th Carom Bn 

(1) Matntain and operate AN/MRC-62 cirouits for 5th Marines (Rein) 
as indica.ted in appendiX 1. 

(Z) Be prepared on order, to displace with organization to which. 
attached and reestablish radio relay circuits. 
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£ • Coordinating Instructi.ons 

, . 

{t) :,Soe;:'referenee~ (e.) ~(p},.:and,. tc)~ ... 
. . . . '. . '-,' 

(2).~ ',' 

, (e.) $~e appe~ix 2. 

. ' ' 

,'. " 

, (b)· BF:811d .UHF,.oapabilities will be alwS\Y's e.v~lable in the 
!~eldto enter prescribed'circ1lits, ~h9n directed, in the 

,event,of .VHF radio difficultIes,. . 

-( 0) /4ltenne.s, RC~:92- will be carried .into the field and utilized 
as necessary to establish the most effective radio oircuits 
possipl~. ' : ~p;J:oYment of these antennaS! will be espeCially 
neoessary for; operations in the oanopy_ 

'(d) ;'lil"~o~d',P~~~s 'le8~ batta{l.on' re~~,·: :"ill inaintain a . 
. ':seo\lre<:vQ'io~,'JK;(-~)'oapab~lity: :wl;i1e in the field. 

(e) tru.:antry,battolions will establish radio oommunications f:Jr 
,!:\dministr~tive al).d).ogistios ,to ret'l.r ele~ntB., Facilities 
,'at,: 5th Marines . (Rear ) 'a;ro .. l'1:vailable, f:or' iD,~t,,~le.tion of radio 
. equipment 9l1d ,will. provide., opera.t~ , spaCG 'necessat'Y. 

(3 ) Wire and Radio Relay 

{(a) '~~~·a~pend~·1. 
,.,"., ., 

.:.:; , .. ' .... : ..... ' . 

. ' (b) "W~£;Y b~tta1ions viii.:p~OVid~ £oilowing augmentation to 
. "·.Headquarters, 5-th Marines (R,ear) ~o a:Ssist in 'maintaining 

. regimental rear wire facilities~ 

Two 'f2) Wi~eman ~'MOs 2511:.' .... " 
One 1 )" Sw1 tchboard - 8B-22 " . 
Ten 10) Telellhones -' TA':'}12 or EE-8 

'(o) '. Install internal. ~lXeasrequired~< 
'. ., '. !':' . , .. . '. ' ':"-~' 

(Cl.)Sub~ttela'Phone dir~~t~r:!.~f3 ~d' Ch~~ ~!'they' odour'to ," , 
; ,th;L.s. AeEl.dquarter,s4t ,: ."",; 

"'. 

Messa.se Center: 
. '. . ~ . 

.' . ' 
.~ " !,; ~"". .'~ " ': : 

',;' . 

(a) ,Hendli~erf3, 5th Marines (aear) w:l.J,l operate e. mes~' 
'oenter;to aCoomodatetherequireinen.te :of theragiment~ 

.. ,; , e.ncl~;ts.lion rear hefJ,clquartors.,. Delivery :~ol.~r.bm ~s~:~ 
, center to battalion rear will be' by ba.ttalion me'saenger" 

pidk..;.up. 
F";:; SEOREr 
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... 
(b) Opero.tionru.: traffio nGoessoxy for tactioal operations will . 

. be readdressed by 'regimental ro;ar h~adqu~t.e:rs. arid t~anspdttad 
by electrical moons .to this' hee.dquarters. . , 

(c)·Courie~ se.rvice will be .established for delivery of Ilinfor­
mation"me'ssa.ges from the regimental rear to this headquarters, 
utilizing 'Scheduled. convoys. 

(d) In order to. mairit;Un marlmum mobili~y; teletype ~irouits will 
net be es,tablished to. ba.ttalion command posts. Radio and 
coUrier will. be 'utilized as necessary. " 

(e) 
.: '. ' . 

Each infantry battaiion will. provide ene (1) message center 
man, M:lS-2542 to. Headquarters, 5th Marines (Rear) to. assist 
in the eperation of the regimental rear message center. 

Oryptographio, 

(a) See references (a.) and (c) and Kli.G-1_e. " 

(b) A secure voice (KY-a) capability will be ~aintained at all 
battalion command pests in the field. 

(0) Effeotiveeditions of KAQ...QX_ (numeral oode) a.ndKA.O-P_ 
(brevity cede) will. be availablo'at all times with the 
battalion command greups. These codes will be utilized . . 
as necessary. " 

(6) Artillery and Naval. Gunfire., Gommunicatiens 

l.nnex D (Arlillery and Naval Gunfire Support). 

(1) Air Support Cemmunioatiens 

~exE, (Air S~pport)., 

4. ADMINISTRATION JllID LOGISrICS 

a. See Admin Order 301-68. 
< : ... ~ 

b. See Frag Orders as issued. 

c. Reports in accordance with reference (c). 

d. LSi\. has limited teohnioal inspeotien tuning and alignment capability 
for communicatiens-electrenics equipmont. EqUipment requiring repair 
parts will. be evacuated, via t-he:units rear echelon. 
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e. A four (4) day supply of batterie$ will be maintained in the £ield 
by ope:t:at1ng 'Ullits. 

AEPENDIXES : 

v1~' - Wire.:.ttadio Relay 
,;2 - nadio 

BY .. CO~ OF C9tONEL :SOEN 

~/\6»Gi~ 
~. MC:AUGHrON ~ 

Lieutenant Co1one1-, U. S. Marine Corps 
Executiva Offioer 

DISTRIBUTION: J~ex X (~istribution) to Operation Order 301-68 
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Hq" 5'th .inez 
Task Fe:roe XRAY 
'1ls"l; ~inG D1viEli®l!l ~Re;!n)9 FMF 
Phu EMit RGJ)p'l!libJLll..:s r;;:;jf o.l1.G~~ 

~lo200iEr ~1ill bS'6~ 

L3.l9'~C!:illS,i1,;g 'iJ ~~{.1:;.:'I2J""R~:2,o RGJ!.4f") ~o i.I:i'Ellez l1 ~~~~et;!CiM:=FJ.GY0!roll!lil.@0) 's@) 
~~~~i~n O~~Qg ~~&~ 
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liq"i S';;::: *:I\.n-::s 
T ask Fe~~ x.'UY 
1st ¥~in."l Dfl.vJbSiolll (Rein)\) FMF 
Phu Ba..\SJ Ra:publio ()! V:ltetnBm 
o61200H ~~h 1968 

App~nd~ 2 (Radi0 C0m>~UllcatiQna)to Annex F (a@mmunicat1ans~E13~tr@nios) ta 
OpeEati~ Ordsr }Ol~68 

10 R&d!@ ~@mmunications InstruC:ionsg 
...... 

@ ~ ~ 
~ f5 8 © ... N® 'i; C@nt3001l. 8 @ 

00 ...... (j) 
X ... {)hll!U'd 

~ t\Il 
{Ij 

jl[~@m'OOr ~ -N ~ 
'P' 'Il"" qj i 

10 ;:.') 
c:l> e 8 W."WhGllit Din©t.:;ill 8 «I S ~ .~ t~ 

A".,.11.® l."'SI1lUiR~ 

~ ~ ~ 
e-4 

Task F@~ Xl.W C (; ~ C SANmUHST 
5~ RI1@X' Id X \i C C ~ C C A OFF$' arne 
5th MtolX' H.~aF X bT ,x A X OJrFSk'RnG REAR 
'\let 1m 5th M~ \:l' X VI 'J. X A lUILBliJ.VJSH 
1st Bllh 5~ Mag Reali' NAILBRUSH HEAR 
2!1MlJ. JJ1.Q1 5 th MSlF W- I W A X A ROOO1AT 
~ lS~ 5th MSlJf Reu ROCKMAT F.EAR 
3ri lSn 5*h M~ W X W i X A TERRAPIN 
3~ Bll'il 5~ r·~ Retm TE.!lliAP IN HE AR 
21m@). Blm U ~ Mu VI fA A IDi:AOOOLD 
C ©@ ~st Re~o~ En A NIGHT SCH01f,E, 
B C@ ~et E~ Bml A MOV!!:ABLE tnt bt m IIIil 

A RAZOR BILL = 
'5 E~ Bl/h US.A A \~AJCEN MERCY 
MOB 12~ It l:'OLL TAX 
JET MCB 9 A OlIDl!1ftt';e 
Diw COllllV~~ (as asa~d) 
Ragt COm'@1 

v On'SlJHlNG ZUL!J A 

CAG 3 A C PAGl!: TIT!E 
CAC=H X 11E AP.l? OINT 

\ 

DJSTRIIIDTlON*) Annex I (Dist1"lbutionJ to Op3ra:!;ioo Ord®x- 301""'~ 
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• IIq, 5th 11.1tinos 
Tn.sk Force X:,'L~y , 
1 at }1.:'..rine Division (Rein), FMF 
mlU nai, Rc,ublic of Viotnao 
06! 200 1,t"1.r 1968 

11.!lllcx G(Civic l:..ction) to Oporo.ticn ;01-68 

..Ref: (0.) TF J01:..Y OpO 301-68 
(b) RegtO P50eO.1 

Tina Zone: II 

1. SITU~~TIOli 

n.. lik\on:t Fo;£cos. lJlllOX B (Intelligonce). 

b. Friendl:z: Forces. Annex A (Tnsk Organization). 

c. bl,tacbnonts and Detach."Jonts. None 

_ 2. HISS ION' 

To conduct civic action in the assigned {i.O in sUpport' of' the Governnont 
of Victn~ N~tion building offort. -,' 

j. EXII:CUTION 
,,' " 

D.. Concont of OllQr1)tions. Tho COI":"n:landingqrficor.,'5th !1itrines (Rein) t 
, ha.s been assigned e.s the civic acti0n coordiIW.tor a,n<l a s such will bo 

rcs}?onsiblo for civic action -in Thuo. Thien Prcvinccto includo that 
portion c~ nan ,Hoo. Distriqt CMt of So'ng Huong, tho Districts of I'hu 
Vang, Huong Thv, ?huThu~ Vinh Loc and Phu Loe loss tho city of l!uo o.nd 
those aron.s o,utlined 0.9 J?royinq.ci :"Tiority l..rorts and tho' hn.mlets oc-
cupied by Coribined l~ct"ion Units and, ~hc villncos 2.ssir;;ned to 1st F:~G, 
1st Ml' Bn n.n.d '1 at Ired Bn:. (AppC11dixos (-1) ruu:'i.' (3). ' ' 

b. CQQ*cUMt;jJH~ tl'lgr~:m6t19.n§. 

(1 r During tho tunt oiTer Or'!U'OO.s of opora.tions, ot'lMir.nlli1 coord­
in...'1.tion ,and ,linison DUst be effected bot'l'TeOn rolieving and. 

, (3} 

,reliovod ."units. 
;/", 

~i~ the clcaring"pha.sc' of opcr;:.tions in a.ssiSnod ::'.rons '0£ 
oIlcrnt ions , Civ;i.c'a;ctiOl:l."\.rill be confinod to"high imDactshort 
tom tYl)O projects. - . , 

. ,. . 

.. Ul projocts'IlUst bo eoordina.tcd vithCORD, Gvn and othor 
mn.y;F' unit S ,in ass iencd :'0' 6. 

l)U'.)1ica.tion o£ 'civic aotion d;rorts mst be nvoidod. ,,,hero ' 
pessiblc,~" " 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(5) H~lets Hith Conbincd :.oticm Units '''ill be oxcludod fron civic 
:lOtidn n.ctivitios by 5th Hnxinc Ul'1its oxco:)t for providing D.S­
sistance \'Then spocificc.lly requosted by Conbinocl. l .. ct ion Units. 
(! .. }):)ondix (3) ~ 

4. :.DlIHnsrRATloN ~'.Jffi LOG IST Ie s 

a. .!:..nnox F: (Cormunioations-Elqctronics). 

. '., 

:BY OOHVL'Jm OF 001011T:l1 BOIDT 

. ~\e,t/l11~·~ 
. ~ 

G. • ~.fClt~UGI1T01~ 

Lieutork'mt Colonol, U. s. l:l. .... rinc COrl)S 
Executive Officer 

SBCRiTIr 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 



, 

t 

DECLASSIFIED 

... 

• 
-1 - Overlay of Province ::riority :l.Xe~s tmd Villo.gc Bound~rics in Phu 

Bai 1..0 (to be publishccl) •. 
.- 2 ~ Overlay of Village Eoundrics in mu Loe :_0 (to be 11Ublished). 
_ 3 - Loc::.tion of Combined .Action Units. 

. DISTRIBllT ION ~ 

, .. 
" 

l..nncx X (Distribution) to O:pcrati0n Order 301-68 

- ,,; .. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Hq, 5th IL'"'.Xinos 
T'1sk Forco XRlW 
1 st lhrino Division (Rein), H1F 
:11U B::d, RO;1Ublic of Victl'L:.'l.r! 
061200 lhr 1968 

"~l)~')cndix 3 (Location of Conbincd ,,~ction Units) to "':..nnCX I (Civic Action) 
to Opcr~tion OrdQr 301-68 

TiDe Zono: H 

1. Tho beloiT listed Conbincd Action Units arc located in tho 5th M[trincs 
Ci~.::.O~l. 

C,,\? 
A-1 
A-2 
~~-3 
... -6, 9 
;).-7 
H-1 
H-2 
H-3 
H-lI, 
R-5 
H-6 
B-7 
1I-8 
H-9 

DISTRIBUTlo}T: 

COORDn~l~T:JS 1~!E3ST VILL;~G8 
YD882174 Thu Luong 
YD910150 Thuy Tcm 
YD912118 Loe Bon 
YD820181 Thuy 'DIlong 
YD797194 Thuy Duong 
YD925104 Loe Bon 
YD934084 Loc Bon 
YD967063 Loc iln 
ZD038024 Loe Dion 
ZD086007 Loe Tri 
ZD139009 Lac Thuy 
ZD201011 10e Tu 
YD971059 Loc Dian 
l.T873991 1m H['..o 

BY COHHAND OF COLOICL :BOmi 

~~,~~~ 
Licutonn.nt Colonol, U. S. !b;t'ino Corps 

~~cecutivo Officor 

iUU1CX X (Distribution) to O~cr~tion Order 301-68 
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Rq, 5'ch Nnrinos 
TCl.sk Force XlL:S 
1 st Hr~ine Division (Roin), Fr-rn' 
11m B[',i, no~)ub1ic of Viotn..'U"l 
061200 li~ 1968 

~. 

l~ox B (Psychological Oporations) to 'O~o~t1on Ordor 301-68 
" 

Ref: (a) ForccO 3410.1A 
(b) RogtO 3410.1 (to be published) 

Tine Zone: H 

2. 

a. Enemy Forces. :JlIlOX B (Intelligence). 

b. Friendly Forces. .::.nnex ~~ (Task Orgc.nization). 

iiISSION 

Sul1Port combat opcrntions t-lithin tho 5th Ihrinos ;~O nnd to '-rin the SUTJ­
po:rt of thc:)ooplc to"lnrd tho Govornnont of Viotn':'1.1. 

EX21CUTIOlT 

a. 9..9.J19cnt of OuorCl.tionE!. ?sychologicc..l oporCl.tions "Till be conducted 
in three l1ho.s08 throughout the 5th ~L.:.rincs AO •. Tho first :>hase of 
psycholoGical ol1ero.ti0ns Hill be conducted during the clearing ?hc,se • 
. tJ.1 unit~ of the 5th Uarinos will conduct concurrent I'syOj!s can::>n.igns 
to pursunde local citizens to quit SW9!:)orting 'VC 'Ol1cl NV',,·.. aopo­
g2Jlda thones '-till be designed to crC::1.te discontont, (food shortages, 
poor nodical care), deuorc..lizo enemy, (nlliod pOllor, h01')clcsnnoss of 
his cause) ~.nd crcr'..tc suJ?"'1ort for' nc,ticnD.l govcrnncnt, t~"hnt govorn­
nent and people CM. do togethor 2Jld lTh~.t thoir governnont is doing 
for then). During the second pha90 l)syOys objectives ~rill continue 
to undernino the rcnnining VC influence n.nd build suvport for os­
tablishing a 10ca.1 govo:rnnont. Er.1phasis:)f' Chieu Hoi o.PlJcc.ls \fill 
shift frOll tho individU::1.1 tC"l 11is fapily. 1.1:11- su::>:?orting oqui'JIlont 
,jill be used to koel' the 110j;nl.l,=,-CO infomod of "'hat their governnont 
has dono and is trying to do. ?syO])S objectiv~s in tho lo.st ph:"..so 
\"1ill be cSMntiru.ly tho sn..1LC [.',s in phasc· tvo. The difference being 
in the rcfinencnt of the progro..o. Hare so:.misticnted ncthods of' 
keeping tho pO:1Ulnco intorned "Till bo elJ::!loycd, such ns radios, llOUS­
l)::1.:Jors and tolevision. Psychological objectives nne! thene.s vill bo 
designed nnd stressed in Q.ccorcLD.nco \"1ith tho insurgency 11J:mso in. spec­
ifiod &,e2.S. (Arpondix 1 (:?sychologicr.l 0l)Orn.t ions Ovorlay)' •. Tac­
ticaloJ)cra.tions being conducted uill ha.vc ;;riori ty of ?sychologi-
cd SUl')}?ort. 

H-1 SECllilJr 
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( 1) Coordinatoct ?syOps \Till be conc1.uctocl dUJ~ing 2.11 to.otic!).l 0',­
or.<>.tiom:. Local YC, Ihrc~coro "iT0L:. D.lld the Vietnru:1csc citizens 
o.ro tho Dc'ljor to.rgot groups "\"itl".in tho 5th H;,rinos 1).0. PnyO)s 
thcL1CS l'fill be clirectecl tOi'Te.rc. o.nQ dotarf.1inod by tr..rget groups 
vulncrCl.bili tics. (.APlICnclix 1, rsychological OJ)crations Ovcrlo.y). 
Thone s uill change dopencUng on the phr..so of insurgency. Cur­
rently it is bolievecl the najor target grOU;lS arc vulnerable to 
tho follouing thanes ~ (:JUlOX B (Intelligence). . 

(n) Local citizens - They Bust ~o.y taxes. 
- Suffer consequences of VC/NY:~ ::l.cts. 
- Henbers of their fanilies nay ht'wc 

boon killecl by YC/1:f'!:l.. 
- Sons nay havo boen inpressed into service. 

(b) Local VC - KnOVT they are considered to be inferior by NVi~. 
- Sone llJ~rossed intoservico. 
- Subject to influence of their f~nilios. 
- Superiority of allied forcos. 

(c) Hardcore NY':" - Long llay fron hone. 
- Bn.d living conditions. 
- Hedical tro::'.tnont bad. 
- Food ~hort~ges. 
- Superiority of ~lliod forcos. 

(2) Tho follmring su::rporting l'syOps units nrc ava.ilable 1;0 sup­
jlC1rt t2.ctico.l, o:,oro.tions' 

(0..) Gr~und Broadcast TOaDS 

(b) .::..orio.l BroadcCl.st 

(c) Leaflet DrO)S 

(d) timod :ero:c1o,':,ruldCl. T02.DS 

(0) PsychologicC'.l Ilx:~loi tdion To:ct1.s 

(3) SU"T;0rting ::>syOps units avail~blo to su;:>;)ort non-tc..ctical 
o;}or;'.tions arc: 

(Cl.) . HE J OOl)stor (novies) 

(b) CulturCl.l Dr~~C:. Tenns 

• --

H-2 
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• • 
a. .Ul requests for :2sychalogicnl OJ)ordion ·CCn.r.lS ond oqui;.10cnt Hill 

be directod to this Headquartors. 

b. ;.,11 ro)orting lJill be a.ono in n.ccorc..8.nc;,1 \-Jith reforence (b). 

5. C OITH:JTD :.ND COHrftThTIC':"'T IONS-EL:X::TRONIC S 

h '", n. ...UlIlOX l! 

A?i:.Jll1lIDlXES ~ 

(Con~unic~tions-Jlcctronics). 

BY COMCt'JID OF COLONEL BOlm 

~~ 
Lieutonnnt Colonel, U. S. lbrinc COr}?s 

Executive Officor 

1 .. Psychological Opcmtions Ovorln.y (to be issued) 

DISJ:RIBUTION: Annex X (Distribution) to Opcr(',tion Ordor 301-68 
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• 
SEcur 

.'-
Hq, 5th Marines 
T ask Force XRAY 

----... 

1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF 
Phu Bai, Republic of Vietnam 
061200H March 1968 

Annex X (Distribution) to Operation Order )01-66 

Time Zone: R 

1. Distribution of this order will be as follows: 

CG, 1st MarD1v (Reiri), FMF 
CG, Task Force XRAY 
5th Marines 
1st Bn, 5th Marines 
2nd En, 5th Marines 
3rd Bn, 5th Marines 
2nd Bn, 11th Marines 
1st Marines 
7th Marines 
1st Recon En 
Command Chronology 
File 

2 
4 

15 
4 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
7 

Total Copies 50 

BY COMYuUJD OF COLONEL BOEN 

~i~'1'/) l\M. fk-
~ ~ MCNAUGHl'ON 

Lieutentant Colonel, u. S. Marine Corps 
Executive Officer 

, 
DISTRIBUTION: Annex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-68 

-~: .~-
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SEom 

Change #1 to Operation Order 301-68 

Refs (a) 5th Mar OpO 301-68 

Time Zone: H 

Copy ____ of 50~ooPiea 
Htl, 5th Marines 
T ask Force XRAY 
1st Marine Division (Rein), FMB' 
Phu Bai, Republic of Vietnam 
011200H ~~-1968 

1. PURPOSE. To promulgate Change #1 to ref (0.). 

2:. fiCTION. On reoeipt of this document and attendant annexes, remove 
the portiona of ref (a) indicated, destroy, and replace with the 
.!!.tta.ched ohangesl 

, ' 71,:.t3io operation order. 

,) :_ .. )lc"X 0 (Concept of Opere-tions) • 

. , .:..':-_:L~;.: X (Distribution). 

_'. ?-L2/Y? t.'t1is change sheet as. the cover to ref (a). 

3, ~ st, 2d, end 3d Battalions, 5th }t'lXines report by message 
,.;;G:~. c·(,".1'.ges have been c.ccomplished. No report required by the 
:·:;"::ll).:.1i.D~; .. 1.' of the distribution list. 

/~" 

f)'L') fi ii-~TM MAR S&C HlES I.: n.:SOHN 
Oolonel, U. S. ~~ino 00 ps 

J:lJ!r .AOHED OHJiNGES: 

~~eration Order 301-68 
J J..nnex C (0 oncept of Operat ions) 
~Annex X (Distribution) 

COlIlIlk-mding 

DISTRIBUTION: iU!nox X (Distribution) to Oper~tion Order 301-68 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Hq, 5th Mc'1IinA 
Tnsk Force xrJI!!f 
1st }fu,rine Division (Rein), FMF 
?hu Ba1, Republio of Vietnam 
011200H J~pr 1968 

Annex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 301-68 

Time Zone~ H 

CG 1st Me.rDiv 

CG TF XRAY 

1st ~n, 5th 11axines 

2d Bn, 5th Me..rinos 

3d Bn, 5th Maxines 

Hq Co, 5th Marinos 

2d Bn, 11th Mc.rines 

OAG 3 

1st Force Recon Co 

~;l~h Marines 

CEO 
8 ... 2 
S .. 3 
5-4. 
FSCC 
OOlllIllond Ohron 
S&D Files 

I~fi~ 
R. D. BORN 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

24 

50 

Colonel, u. o. Mexine Corps 
Commanding 

DISTRIJ3DrION: .l..nnex X (Distribution) to Oporo.tion Ordor 301-68 

CHANGE #1 X-1 SECRET 
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, . . . , 
....:.- --

oIL-
FROM. 
'fOa 
DTFOs 

B1' 
COltFlDENrIAL 

• 

FmlI M.mINES DAILY Sl'lREP (e) 
FROM01OOOl..lI TO 01240011. MAR 68 

DECLASSIFIED 

MAJOR OP~IONSI OPERATION HOUSTON o 

'C> PLANS SUMr-IARY. 

A.. 1/5,..; OPCON FIRST MARIliES. 

• 

13.., 2/5·<:> 2/5("') orOON Fn~ST }llARnll!~S. co B - OPl!:RATION lIDU&rON o 

c.. }/5'" OP1~IOJi HOUSfON;;. 

• • < L 

D. 2/,; ':' OPF.RATIO~1 HCUS'JWR" 

E.. 1/~27 e OPEB.A'.[l!ON lIOUf3rON" 

F.oj· 2/502 .. QpERNHON HOUSl.i'ON .. 

• 'CONFIDENTIAl ! I 

A.. CONj~ROL lIEAIlQUli.RTERS I . 

(:J) Sl'f..ALL UNrr CONTAC'£~': NO::f.F .. 

( 9) COMBmED i~C'rION P:tJi5:00NS ~ NOliE 0 

TOD: __ _ ,,,Jl!MAR6s/rFX=RUNNER/OCm f.13/GTE 
S&C MSG PICKUP 
1/5 2/5 3/5 HEAR 
2/3 1/327 ~:/5~2 F itE SUPVRc_SlS 

CON f ! J E N T I A L 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 



oil.. 
J!"'ROI'h 
TO; 
INFOl 

m 

DECLASSIFIED 

en J: 1:.1:'.;" ~ }' iIi' :n! J~li,.~:f 

Fn:~;~T . nq ~!~C ~J:E: fftllI}~.&3 

SFiCCJr.e }~'f~ ~7:: ':YTlf r;IAH,l1iJ~S 

THJ.Rl} :.m~.L<2L ?{'.RINE3 
SEGOJ:ID EN ,c .. 1JIiTi l:;l!.llIN;~S 

FIPfn 11AnUlJ::3 :0"Olt.'~j iilm 
FIIU .. ::'J: "111 ,::;,';,n: A:ti:tJ :U~? 
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FDi'TH AAIu:m~s D1l1L'~ Sl"HlliP (0) 
FROM. ?OOO"iH f!Q C2;~400FI KAR 68 

Ao Ii 10 ;iL;,(}O ~ 1iit. 
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_ 0 00. E 2/5 = OroON ]'IFrH MARIN~S 
D" 3/5' =) = OP~ION HOUS"~ON 

E., CO L 3/5 - OPOOH Jj'msr .BN FIFrH MARINES 

F Q 2/} ~,) = OPERA!rION HOUSTON 

G- Q 1/32' ~ OPERM'ION RousrON 

llQ 2/50! ~ OPEl:UT ION HOUsrON 

40 SMALL 1m ~ OPER~IOllSa NEGATIVE 

50 COMBINEI ACTION UNITS; NclGATlVE 

e 
TOD:,TFX_·H/MARt.S/CCN:2~./r:;RH 
3&C ME:} PICK UP 
1-5 2- 5 3-5 2-3 '~~SG P' CK UP 
J -327 2-502 ~}SG P t CK UP 
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