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Colonel ;1. J). :30IDT 

(}~.pt 11.. H. Kn\:c..;'l;.:.i!lUGii 
(1-5- Apt:" 1968) 
1 stLt ".r 0 J. Aaflll't 
(6--30 Apr 1968) 

LtC 01 G. c. MclTAUGH1j!.ON 
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llajo:r: C. 1:( ~!OGAF 
( 1-9 Apr 1968) 
Capt 1". A. Di1""FY 
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l-lajor J. F. conY 
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Du.ring the period 1-30 ll.pril, the Fifth !·iatlnea contill'UEld. Operation 
Houston throughout i;he :!egimental iroa of Operations. Emphasis "laS placed. 
on securing tiigl1vray 1 againut enemy intcro.ict:i.on and on denial operations 
in all riee. P.t'o1uci~g a:ceas \lithin the Heglmental LO. 

Following a coc)}~ajne.tsd enemy nttack on severl'tl key bridges on 31 Ha'Cch, 
all lu,its ini::cnsif ied efforts to secure the 11.:1';.l. Troop strength \lias increas-e£:l 

"at several points al.ong EGG.to 19 iraprovements ~ro:rQ IX~c1o i::,. :~.;'::'l~T '~~;'..L':~,ii:tg .;.nd 
9.,;ibv.sllinG ti..'Cl-d.::liclV;::l c,nc. I)ridc:o dcfensiye :P0si tionG ucr.e strengthened" 

On 19 j;'P~il1 t1.,o) }!'j:rst and.. Second. Battalions of the Regimerrt began Op­
enaticn raTIor Ga:rden~ c. combc,'~ op6ration to locate; close wi tht and destroy 
enemy 1J~lj7S lc-catGd. in thG Phu Thu District north of Phu Eai. Contact on 
thi.s ope': ation can 1)8 deGcri bed as rr.oderate to light with engagements against 
<31:10.11 groups 01 VC a:~c INA. Operation Daxter Gard.en texminated on the 26th 
of the mont:::l. ;l:h:roug~'.out this perio~., the Third Battalion and elements of 
the Fi.rst &~~d. S8GGnd :Battglion continued. Oper.stion Eouston. 

During April all facets of the administrative procesS8sat all levels of 
Command. 11Hhin the :cegiJr.ont "-"BTe ins.:,sGtod by the iissiBtnnt Chief of Staif, 
G-1. 'rask I'OXU8 X-ltay. 
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( )' .. ~,''-\r' I') ir(' - ... 1" a 'J.-.' '"!,,:.... i., .F I ~J 

( It) ? 9 I,~ C C I\T 

(4) CJ\I' 2J'ld &NN Unit;s b the 5th hal'lnes AO 1'$ccived 7 !llIO! crumt.i~t 
dur inc' the rCV01:'Ginc: pc:}~:i OC) • 

(c:.) The. pnt30n::n of enemy mOVeffiGnt in the AO (JurinG April \Jaa 
prir::r::xily tict'te0_ IJY lo(5.5hc 8ons5.c12rfd,ions, s~JcclficL~llY'~ the ;'Ttherin~:;, Q1' 
:t'.~ (,(:~. Fxcqne"(r+; C onte,ct, <,;.'..,.c·D.t;!nted b;r in-tcrrorc,·C't ion ~1;nd [~ben-t' reports shot-led 
the er:8!lly to be invol'1Gd. in ne~.rly nit~h!;ly attcmIri;s to tr~.vcrse Rout~ /l 
f:;::om th" mmm).;e.i:.'1 bn.8G a:cGL'.8 to the :rich :cice:: fic1(lS of the coost. Phe ef­
fort of the enemy met "'itl"~ i1l211Y difficultiE;s O.S elG8rmts of the 5th Ha,rines 
1'8<'.O";;Gc1 to intell i C811GC <me in:1;crdictcd hi£! mOV6i:,Sn

c
,;. 

(lJ) Tho mn.joI'Hy of conte.ots ~!ith the enemy (luri.ll? AjJril showed 
ld.Ii1 to ".}C :coluotc~t to sU::J·~c;.in an;y- cn(ar:c.mcnt end to be in f8.Ct, FNoiding 
(,~I:n~·.t,~;.c; L'·J3 ::rtcl-::, DJ9 ::,)osei.~~~ .. G.~ 

:c) ~:;:E~2 .. ~t-:'l 1:12·:.\1e on. sG2.rch and cle?J:" missions lJsrformed. as 
p~:i.'-t of l·:,:c)~c,::;j.c\n IlliG .. 'l'CiT" anc1 the centB.ct incidents of. Hccollilais8<.:.:ti.Ce ele­
:::C'-'.ts inc_C':.-,·(.:JO --G~la'~ -the CllC!1ly vC'.s IT:ovinr; nort~1 f.rom his ceq) mountain base'S 
·';-.lvJaJ:',"s tnSl odes of the conop;:r. '.ehe tD.rccrts dev010pedby thcf.JC isoldod con ... 
. ' ~'/J'c::': "1(;2:" t. CJ;;Jloi __ (;u:~ ,.:.::~.d. <::jjPI!.Ic;:,t c:~t(;npt::; by tho bnc:-'y to conDolic:.r~'t(.: 

,~:~ ' __ 1 T"\} S ~~~ .:~c':.: 0Cl~ :JistGI:.tly ... 
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(d) O,)c:ration ~i:'I:J{TEh GiJ:lDBbT was cOlld:u.cted to disrupt the enemy's 
supposed. in;\;En~.J0ion ~,~ ;::·2c\2 :i.:':~. t}v~. Goc"stal lo~dand f;':.rea of }hu Thu (D). The 
extant of the c"~"?:7) 3 ic'fL;ence in J~h'3 urea "H\S reflected. in the uncooperative, 
sullen rE'cv~:t,ion of '!""11~ nativ·><l to tho p:ceSG11.C:6 of Nar::i.nes. Numerous'inines and 
booty t"c'Sl)S V2.

'
:e GlGC"cmterec1. 

(2) :d.§:.?-t'Q,Sl?_. Thror:.ghout the month, the \re~the'!! was clear to partly 
cloud.y, vii th oc<;'ls:i.':mal li.ght rain. Su.pport provid.ed by the 1st VUlrine Air 
'.ling' ',')3.S er.ll2.nC8 1}, ')y the favo:::p.blG cond.itj_ons. 

()) 1':QfT:.::'lJ11. Continuing compilaHon of terrain intelligence by the 
operatLii!, forces contribuJc,·c·d to the increasing store of information that can 
be :r.se.dily providp-J to unit COl1llli2.110.Crs. }k:licopt~Jr Landing Zones, trails, 
fortifion:ti-::::ns and any l'..nusucl terrain features 'l;lCre recorded. 

( 1) First reports "I-rere received of the existence of the 22d NVL llGgj.­
monJ~ in the ';)G:~ t,er~1 sector of the ;,':.'J. Informa.tion available indice.ted that 
this u!l.i t is the 10:;;,;'01.' l~Iue N.'X'licipe,l Unit? onlc.rg8d in both strength and 
scops of mi.8sj_C'!l. 

(2) JntcHigencG received. from local villago and hamlet sources test~­
fied to the htC]"'3",-ll,J; cffc)rj'~:i_vonc's 'Of 'both tho tactical ond intGlligenCe 
gather.ing £..D'Givi·'cios uf the F(:,gim"n~, 

;. ~.ra~,!},~J{o Durjnc tho period. 1 "':l.pril through 30 i;'prj.l the following 
sc11o!)ls V.J'crG ['~t-i~~'~I:::jsd b:r }!o~son.nGl of this corr..:-:and .• 

]8.Gic O~gi1n.i(~ ::hppl~T Lcrollnting 
~asic IrlJ; an-~ry \J"o ap or· ~:-) .Lt8p;3.ir 
Basic ".~!'!'rt': Tesh. 
Vietn2.l'1lese Lenguagc 
ViGtnaE1GGG ~·;JZ16~"J.age 
Dm'bC'orkc\t ion (l~nl.i st ea) 
KY 23/33 Haintenance 
lJ:ncar'kation Course (Ofiicer) 
Pro,ic:ctio:;:,. 0p3:r;ator Course 

D2.nang 
Okina':ra 
o :<i.?lG~·.J 9. 

D3.l12Xlg 

o k.i'JDWa 
D8..."lang 
D,'lmmg 
Okina1~ra 

DaIl9..ng 

, 
3 
2 
4 
2 

4 
1 
1 
4 

'.,:".1.6 i::sgimCi'.t. conti~'J.e'.l. :.'.-[;9 5 day Indoctrination Trmning for all pcr­
:'·-:-.Yl;l i':Lssib'1181 to the 5th HarL118s. 

/]., Qper'-::~~L9.1}£. During tr..e mrmth of .f ... pril ~ all operation~'ol efforts of the 
~~egimen'~ ·'iiG~.cl i~1C;h:d8d in -(;:.10 n!W\ed Operations, Operation HOUSTON and Op­
~:r.atiol1 Di,J[L'i!B. ~,';~m~c:l\·. 
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In OpcrG.tion HOUS'i'm; 1 engi.l'lcers contirrued l.mp:rovement of tho nigh",cy rOl! 

COlW9Y t:r:affic! 8.110 the Heg5.mcnt conch.;tctoa l1uruerous small unit opernUo.ns to 
;)reven1i GneDY from iil[l.88jl1:" 211.d conductill.Q" coordi.na,ted atk'.cks on lJridp;cs and 
~(') lJ:r:oviC'o Gocuxi.ty'for the rm[j':i.l1ccr uni'{;s repai:r:ing &l.d improving 20ute 'I'. 
~l.,Gf 2 J;- " ... ,':1: n ~ .. C";:i::u~, • .ft0r ~.ct ion ... ~pcr.t) 

In coordino.tiol1 vrith GVlIf rej,n:ecelltctiycs p the {(eGiment began an extel'J.-
siv~ Rice lJc''lj.a.l Operation. All.units conduoteo J):;-.trols a.nd surveillance 
activities thrOUg110Ut rice grO\ving areas. All k.:'101.'in sup:ply routes and ac-
cess routes to tllel~icG U:CGS,S W3:ce ho:?vil;y 2It1DUshcd. ~)me.ll v..ni t search and 
olear oj?e:w:tions 'Were conducted to located cnellW :cico caches throughout the AQ. 

On V) A1Jril Open.:t ion 11 .. )'.J;.JlL G .. :.l:Ll);c.:lY commenced along the sandy peninsul£', 
in Plm Tea };.lro'lince no:rth of l:-hu Ed (ILef i li'u1.'l' IV JJi":;U:ilii GAB,D.l!jlJ iii'ter Ac­
tion Report). 

Enemy contact 'th.x:o,-'..ghout the area of opotL/C ions continued to be light 7 

hm.;evG!' eneillJr I!10V6DlGnt did increase, Iln:rticulc.:rly :rice carrier parties at­
t~JlI'<Qt i.i.i{; to re~'.cl1 the fertile rice c:rm-TinEj aroc.s. 

In"(;elligencG aOl.ITces indicated thE.t enemy units ~'!G:ce illD,SSing for P08-
,sible attcolcs en bI'icl':;8G end. fixed enemy ins·~D.nations vithin the Hegimental 

~ < 

Area of UpsI'ations, h01;levcr no si.;nificant large engCi.€E'J11cnt;s ,\wre cn::::cuntered 
d1.1.rinG Ap:i:'il. 

a. The 2d JJc:~tr.Qion, 1"lth Nc.:rines continued to be in d5.:rect support of 
the 5th Ha:i:'incs 0 Dul'il'lg' the month of . April 't}::e p:rinciple effor.t of the 
batt,1lion Hr,"CS directod. ·~o tho m;.iJi:O:r:t of OpsI'o:tions IIOU;3TOF A1:J:D J3f~lli Gll11DJ.'.:11 

Q 

Tne follo\rr1.nt~ missions "lere ffred in sUYl)Ort of tl1eFifth Nnrine Reciment i 

Ci~;I:3rlR 

1 55m"m1Iovl 
10;mm lIm) 
4 02':' NOX-~DX 

rI8~I 

44"13 

r-I:~: II r:j:JIIli;JiJ 
.... ··-126~ 

14417 
2914 

aBCCi,: 
124 

1291 
0 

1iJ'TFAG tillVI; 
592 0 

5448 98 
0 0 

·lll.l.rinG the month 'Jf Ai...IrH elements of the 2d Battcl10n \-lC.S credited "lith 
56 .erlGn1~r l(I.l~:J 25 enGLI-Y ~dI.J.\, 2 enem::r lorcG(l to SUJ.;r 8nc1 Gr., 6 c,?l1crGte emplace­
mcmts _(·klJ'~royc(!.? C other structures d6stroyed, 3 structures dmn[l.[~cd, and. 6 
second.o...ry ex!)los:Lcnso Hore lis'G(;(J surveiUp.l'lCCS .confirmed by hatine for-
.... :;:.xclobsGrVG~8, rOO:'"1 iDDGrt.9 .::illd.1f'. i:l. AIrrw aovisoxs ojjcre/GinG 'lith the fJ.lVN .. 

. . ~. 
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6 0 ~:..:i,L.l?:~RI22~!.. The follo1tling missions \~e.:t;c flo\>Jn in. gup~t of t~. Reei ... 
1!l3nt dU:t.l-·,1g the rr,on·:';h of Lpl:il ~ 

Hedical :.Jv:::vJuo.-I:ion 
'l'a(,Juical Li:.c Strikes 
F18.:re Shi.ps 
L.6I:inl OC8srvc-r5 
Troop Lifts (totalling 1,864 troops) 
I,oe:::"stic8 (totaJl.ing "185 1 "/CO Ibs) 
G'LlJ:l.,::hips 
COlI'Jlland and Control 
/;.d:m.;"nistration 
lTisUiJl. l-L8c"'Jrmaiss&~ce 
Un it GO!PlD.Dl~.der 

Total !iIis.si:)ml 

.,4-
84 
13 
84 
11 
17 

100 
30 
50 
.'lQ 
IU 

496 

'7. !.~oi:r;is.:t~E.. Operation El..l~j"STUN" continued through the month with pro. 
csd1JrG~ as estc,Gl~i.shed ("TOr the previous heTO months. No innovations wero 
reeliz'3d. 

Concurrer::ly 'With HOUSTOl'T, Op~ration Bl.J{TJ~t G.r::.IJX;N 1190s run from 19-26 
~:..:pril, To support it an. liST and. supply point vm,s sot up at LZ 405 (:Phu j-1trl 
Ball }'arlc) to sho:rtcn supply lines. Heavy ammo was flavIn from the LZ at 
llS:c -1 un.Jcil 2L~ j"pril at '.~hich time a fire and ;rosult<mt explosions closed 
';,18 i,,8l-'. llcSUPljly foJ:' those items of ammo was shift(3d to Cau Doi withou·t 
.:i.~1~ : .. dent 0 

!~:rrGG amo"u:;s of CJ..C\ss IT '1re being used' to ostablish de.t'ensive poeit:i,WlS 
~~O~l::.;:~.L L~':Gy br i.dgGS a 

i, I'e(luested chEmgG cf all(ll! ance of :(~ogiment to include 8 .50 Cru.ibor 
Machine G1L'18 lilP .. S disapproved by tho Comma..Ylding Genen'..l. 

The supply system has XOD.ctcd to !neet llGgimerrt IS request fer 13680 ll)eo]s 
of LHPs monthly. Dt.u:ing .Lpril 150 cases (3608 mecl.s) ,reTe dxavl!"!.. 

Upgr<.:-ding of jJoute 1 continued., vli th completion of t.imbel' trestle bridges 
()n t:1C 'l'I'c;ui.lLiver, N'uoe ]got ;dver end Thu[1 Luu Hiver. 

O. ;2S.E;"J?dpico .. tior::s. Dur.ing the month of J.pril 1968 the li.egimentsl Command 
f081:: j.:.sf1c,ced from Phu )3Q:i, Cl.D85G131) to Cau Doi Peninsula (ZD055029) to @­

L,!:<;c CO'~llY.'-'\,n(l CcD'). GontroJ. of tactical unito during Operation II0US'J:ON. The 
c8::',.··cni.C!<'lt:;·llS ~(:"c·:.~j.tj,GS rOCltkirod ',rorc "est~~,blishGd by the advance party on 
3 It cfnJ CJJlf':~;'~:: ~ln :3 ~~I~y}jl, OYl rct.u:c:n to Pb-ll B.'J.i. 
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T~lC i'J.;fLU:-?7 ~::·di.o j~818;:i ciJ~('.i),H .'JU))poxtiTI(;;· 2nd Ec..ttalio:', 11th [;iarlnos 
~,';af' (tj.EJ~.:'lr.cod f~LO"~'l i;iHJ old cC.::.1i··lDXj{~1 }:hJs-b :: :·~li02Q02··}) 2J1(J rGc[1tt~<.b~.isllGd at Cl},'!1 

Doi (6])055029) \)ileni;he 2nd D:ctk\.l.ioYJ] 1'1ch jvjexincs l1,isploccd. 'its Command 
:~':;,;:{, on 5 i\pr::u.. j'll:'t.B Cij:0Uit elso provicGs service; to 'chI:} 2nd Hattc'lton, 

9. 
at 
0 ·., ... 

l·'.E'Tincs Uo;r"nr.md l'O:Tt (i;DQ5~ O~~1). 

:f..bc1j (',,:L TIurin;. tl::c mClijth of M)~il 0.. tote'll of 556 lmticnts l.>Jere tret\ted 
1.;h3 ::'i;'{;-ucntnl Il.id ,..l i;.",t:i.cl1 of 1i lhi(:li 281 '.J:.:;:r~ ~'Gfe:rrnls froE: battu.lions 
ot1:101: ':i.nits loer:.:;c::'i in }lm D1.'j. J) total of 3057 j;nJ';unizn:i;ions ',Iere ad.-

Dl~.ni~yt:3red dn.:~i!'-t~:;~ t'l-~c r:1C71tl1 of l\~.::;~iJ.~ :--£110 majorit;~{ of ~t;h8~3C i;nBtJ_l1izD.:~iol1S 

"','!G:~~S 110t. P"Q:rn_:LTJ.i.~JterG(~ to ITca(J11:~:}.:c-GCTS Gor:1..··:)!J."..Yl.;l )SX'5011l1£1. }~ H .. G{;ir:.lc11tal J,'\.id 
S Ge.i:;ioC". He.a O~Jt· ~)li'2b.sd. \:i:.:)j thC'!01'.''I'TC.-CIJ m' D.c; Ce.'L'. Doi and ncd~lllt~,tcly provided. 
Bcd.i0,~;1 8~ .. :~P)c:ct f O~ .:.;,(3 ,,=:i.~:l(J ;-~·!.~o..l ::';18r1'~: ;':'1::;:3 CtJ~~< th~'.:t J.I..'e.Sl.t i0710 

jn < 2!JX!:!!l:A,. D!J.:Ci:,lg d-.e mon:iJ~l of Apr il tho Rei'ji/:!.r):nt al Dental Clinic operatc(! 
in 'Jv.:.jm:ction F:.'Cl.1 TasL:';,':"J::'CG .XIUI.Y :i)cntist to gi'll:c C'OVE:CUC:0 to all lwxine 
\.1:1.1 t 3 5 n. ~L h,:; E'<'~~l ~J;::.i 2-.cSE, ~ .. n addi t:i.::JIl nIl COmpnjl ic s rGtu~n.ing· to fhu. 3ai 
f!:::.~ s l':ort rC;:'l)xbislL'llCnt ~)O:CiCi(!::: '.Tore chcc(':cd ;:'.11.0. t:;:ec;tocl in ·the co.r:ibinccl del1';'­
'(;(,1 clinic. 

'i1 • .9.J.v~!:._l~L:[r.::;t';8. DlII'i21C .:'\.)~j,11 a piloJ~ n.,,1c2.p 'fn\S held et Viuh J.Joc Dist:rict 
IId:Cl.1(1'·))O,:ct G~. s !:.:.r:.rl 5000 .,)01.U,O s of rollecl os:c s, ~Jll.l:,,:c ,:'hcD-t, 8..l"d corn mea.l ,·rere 
j)::=:>' :.(~:~;CJ l)y .Jc:~.·lc ~)'~ll l':::·~<.·:incr.:) 0,--::10 'tJ'~re (:istrib1.1teo to the l)f;.:;o:.ile 1)y tI1e {j}.:JtJ2ict 
6~:1J.;·.:~ ~ I:'l [~e~(~lit:Lor.1 to tI1c i"oo'~L, ~:5 [:.t.~~ ~.o:ns ot\ EL7:.1t~cl 0.1.1 v:c,s cl.~li'Vcrcd. 144 
::,:)~~~, :;!~ C(,~,;:~:;) ~·j(3r:3 lJ[~[:(:Gd~ o'i_L c1.ll....ei.11 ~ \)-.c r~le(J.r:;c: .. I;rl.~J"; oj J j;oc!?lo lrore I"1..Jcltcf'!.lly 

.L~ tt~G ':icini ty of GLI E-6? 70 11)s of soar:, 2:) Ibs of clothes and 20 Ibs 
c f to~r~) ";'J ere LList=-i lY.:rc cd ·~o child.~ccn in £I.:. C ath_)lic oLrhonc.g'{~. 

r;dcr tbe ond of L;}:dl, 80 b::'1,~;s of C6!1e:;nt \'1<3:e8 :Jelivc;cc(1 to the ,'rido," of 
9, Ji'.JpulDJe Fo::,::c:GS 8~j,'\:cn(1 loador \Ib.o received -:;!'w H. S, 8iJ.v"I' ;-j'(;ar a~H:.rrl. 'fhis 
(;i"~='~lt: , .. ill 'be used. alOi1C "'ith sU.:JScCjEcnt I'1al:c:ci"ls to rC;Juild. her home. 

')}rc'ns.QortC':t ion 1!:8 ;;180 c·i['.CC 8,v[1.i1c'.l:Jlc to~ho ibn Lac district ohief to 
·t;==:;~~.1sJ~n:r.t CCf:K:J1t f:ro:m ILt.-~B to Pl11...-:" Loe 03T tIle 5tll. r\<:::,~.:cin8 s. 

'1 f)."' .. ~ .~-'~.;.'~;:~;0r.::;~;~~;t,,!)';)G:tatj~!1.s. .:~xtCl1~JiVG usC of ac:;;~d b:r08,dcD.ot cu'ld. lC:' . .Llct 
·::~ .. :CO.i/3 J. .~t ~}10 ~·:.;·~l .~ ":--.? r,::cs £!.:L:CC!. of o:;:-Gl.'r:.-i:<iGnn ~:Y)ls-{;c:j':cO. the yroc;r.- ffl of Jehe 
g:(?c"l~:nc. b:c ~-~;nt .. :· ,".3t L .-~ l_:-:~ [:.,ss i:""neCl to 5t11 r'~fFxiT~es ~ ;.~~:"J . 3", 1'1.3 n. reS1"J.t, 6 Iiai 
..J :'j;;~._n~; ~~,::·.ti..lj':l/:(:t -t:o t;lY~; C~'O-\-C=::'~~1hlGD3~ o:~ 'Tictll.{1ID 11nfJSr the Chieu IIoi ijrog-rCJilo .; 

.\" ex·>",',",!::"!;:: r:.r:::::'i.ill iJ:roa(c:':.st onel lcnflct (:ro:;1 Hf1S plpnnc0. in .con,iunction i'dth 
",." LI(, 1"1',' ·_:(Ild.l.-~=; ~1.: ::-;.] :~". ·'.:·?'.:-e:.,"t; /I 
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• • 5750 
7 Eay 1968 

Chic'll !.fr;.-J. ))C13 (",,,,lit 1)]rwtiO balls \-Jcre c1.istribl..~tcc1 by lIqGo and 3xc1 Dr.., 
::";";::",. ~'·:;c~'.;r~i1C:~ G 1 .:\;'.It :1::.3~ri·i}l)..tio11 of ·: .. s:afl(r~s ll-:;~t3 e,c·t~:_v2,tGd on n la,rc'Or scule 
rl:_"8.:.:' t11(3 8Ild 01 '~hc i~~)J·:,tl1 \ .. }i~~L. ell "'~-:.~-~tt[~lio).1fJ i .. 11Cll\(lil1L 2nd TIn, 11th. l':w.riIlcs 

~:~Z.T ::,.:':.!l)::~.:~iTl~~1f .I:~rlC :..\I'1il(;(l" IJJ~(li)Or~~o.:--=.(l(:\ tcr\r:l 1;r":'~s u.fJQ(.~ "GO f-jUp~iOTt; 5t11 r.'~nrinGs 
~!~ci:;j_-'~Titi3S • 

13. Qhr~nl?:~.E.' Thn:~_,'r; the month of April tho llc{:.·imsl1tal Chaplain pl'oYiClod 
5~,;j:':icGS for: the llC{;i~'lcnt, £l.c1j (.'.cent ~m.i.ts looc.tr:;c1 in 1:- h12 l}o,i 9 '0ntk;J.ions 
pc.r.ticip8.:Ginc.~ i:;. C:9crc,tion }IC'G8T(j~:'9 ~Ol~"ibi~lCa_ C.C.t:!.Cl'l lJle:i::.oon8 nne b:cicLgG scc~ 
u:c:Lty U1!~_ t.s lOCE'.tcd G.:lOl1{; ;_-~:\'ly 1 G 
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SECRET '---'---~ -------- . ----- .. -

From: 
To: 

Via: 

Subj: 

Ref: 

HEADQUARTERS 
Task Force XRay 

1st Marine Division (Rein), 
FPO San Francisco, Cali.fornia , -... ':"::..-

68 0249X 

FMF 
96602 

COpy_ /{J OF /~_ 
Commanding General - "-1- COP~ 
Connnander, Unit.ed Statl"!s Hilitary Assistance COmmand, 
(Attn: l1ACJ 343), AFO U.S. Forces, 96222 
(1) COmT'1anding General, 1st Marine Division (Re:i.n), 
(2) Com.'Ilanding General, III Marine AmphibiolJ s Force 

Combat After Action Report, Operation BAXTER GARDEN 

(a) MACV DIR 335-g of 1 Sep 67 
(b) 1st MarDiv o 34g0.1A 

., -.... . 

3/DKP/rhb 
34S0 
S May 1965 

Vietnam 

FHF 

Enel: (1) 5th l'fJarines Combat Mt6r' Action ueport, Cperation BAX'l'E,.--;' G;~,n~'m; 

1. Enclosure (1) is fOI'l~rarded in accordance with the .provisions of 
referenc es (a) and (b). 

2. Several problems were encountered during the operation concerning low­
flying aircraft and existing air corridors over the operating area as 
stated in paragraph 6(b) of Enclosure (2) to Enclosure (1). 'The proximit~ 
cf th""- Phu Bai Airfield to the operating area and its approach corrinors, 
"T!1ich J:'8ssed over the operating area, caused naval gunfire and Art,Ulery 
checkfires due to aircraft f~ying.in these corridors. In the future, 
requests will be made to Fhu Bai Airbase OperaUons to adjust t.be approach 
corridors to the airfield during plarmf'!d operaUons in the BAXTEH GA.1.1JEN 
area wllen it is anticip~t,ed that exist.ing corridors will interfere with 
the emrloyment of supporting arms. Artillery and nave 1 gunfire checkfiree 
were al~o necessary during the operation due to low-flying a1rcr~ft that 
appeared t.o disregard existing prc;ct'dures for SAVAPLANES. At th~i tilue of 
Cperatj on BUTER GARDEN, U.S. Army ai ""craf't in the Phll Bai area d:!,.d not 
use thE! SAVAPLANE system. Since that time, liaison has been eff'ect!'!d bet'ilt~cn 
7Ta:rine Corps and Army headquarter!'! in the Pha Bai area and Army aviation 
unit s are now us ing t~1t~ Sj~'1i J"FLANE system. '!his should prevent the problems 
enc ountered during the operati on from recurrirlg in t1'Je future I 

DO~oJNGRADED AT 3 YE"~,~. "" T.~~·)~l.S 
DECLASSIFIED .AFTtR ~~ Y!AR$ 

DOD DIR 5200.1N: 0.: :. 'i. •••• • 

(~-/! I. cl/t />/~. ,-~, ~i~:"</;: (. ~ ,~ 
.c;:x/ J'OHN N. MC1.AUGHliN ' 

• • •• o • 
•••• • •• • • •• • • 
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• 0 • • 00 SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

::,-: .... 

\ 
\ 
\ 



'!,A': .,' 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • HEA1X1U:il1,'.£l.8mj, 5'l'lI HAHINBS 
1st Emina J)ivision (1t(dn) Fleot h.nrino l"orG~ 

c/o j!'lcot i'ost Offico 
Sr:>l1 Frr.i1cisco, Californip, 96(io2 

3/C'J'i! jrlJ 
30C'0 
29 i~pIil 19« 

}rC}i:J.; COF:,wl.n~1in;' OfficGr 
To: C0f1P,8.nrUn:; GcucJ:[lJ., 'rn.sk l!'orco :X.H,.(,Y 

i{of: 

Enol: 

1sti:i('l.r:JiVO 3400.1A 
5th l'Lt:t i110S (j .i:iO 5-60 
5th 1~,:,.rinc8 Frn:;O 20-6G 
5th :hnxinos l'-'l':v:o ,0-60 

68 
COPf .t.. () q( It! 

First Bnttclion, l~ifth rI,~.rincs·Ji.ftcr Aotion:{ollort \ r~ 
~)OCOl1(l Hattf'liou, Pifth f.11:'.rincs Aftar .',cHon Rc,;,)ort)~ 
Fifth i\iarinos Oil\) 5-60 
lifth l>1n:rincs 1'1:f:'::O 2:1-60 
Fifth J:v1'U'inos F~,'ar;O 30-68 

, " 2.; Drttes of U1.2o"F",tion. 190C<OOH Aj)ril 1963 to 261200H april 1968. 

, i~' 

• 
3~ Locatioj1. o.r Cporntio.,n.. :,hu Thu District, 'J:'l'luC\ 'j,'l1ion .i:'rovincc, i{Ci)ublic 
at Victnan. 

J!'ifth hn.ril1G llo:;imont 

" <..0. 190nOOli l~.i)ril 1968 to 21l400l-I l~pril 1960 

Fifth L1Xi'inoEl 
2(1 311 (;tcill), 5-~h 1'1:::rines 

Ht:J Go (-)J 2/5 
Co J, 2/5 
Co H, 2/5 ' 
Co 0, 1/27 
Co J), 1/27 

211900R April 1968 to 261200H April 19r;0 

Fifth Ho.rincs 

.. .. . .. 
• •• • • • ••• •• • • 

COl ..... L. D. Dul-IN 

CuL it. D. BOlii'! 

g(j'hf;{}:.]: C;'[' ~,T 3 YEAR·t-.=rn~. 
L1&CLAS.sl,FiLD AFTER 12 y~ .' 

POD DIB ~209-4Q /-

.:.'.1. : 
•• • • •• 

• • • • • • •• • • 
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~'ir st l:ln (-) J 5th ltlal:ines 
lI&S Co ( .. ), 1/5 
Co D 1/5 . 
CIO 1'1 '/5 

Second TIn (.) 5th Hariues 
H&S Co ( .. ) 2/5 
Co d, 2/5 
Co Ht 2/5 

6. Supporting Fo~ces 

• 
L'lICOl, ~. c. CHl!;r~rli1~'i J\.l,. 

a. Artillery. On D-1 D~(1e April 1968) a provisional battery consisting 
of four 105mm IIo\<litzers was formed and displaced'to the nOJ;thesrn siele of 
Phu »ai(Grid 0915) to provide a direot support battery fQrSecond Battalion, 
Fifth N.e..rines. On D-Day, ·~'hiskey Battery, 2d Bat-talion, 1}th Vlarines was 
displaced to Combined Aotion Oompany Alpha's position(GridSquare 8717), 
to provide direct support for 1st Battalion, 5th ¥~ine~; Delta Battery, 
11th Marines was e~so placed in direct support pf 1st Ba~talion, 5th ¥~ines 
during the southern portion of -tho operation frC?m Delt~ Battery permanent 
position(Grid Square 9301). The provisional 8 11 Howitz~r Battery located at 
Phu Dai prov idod reinforcing fires fot; both Batt~1iohs '9-~:ping the opera~ion. 

.' " J~ 

On D+3(Phase II) t Delta Battery ,.JaB tasked 'l:lith ~upporting Oompany lil, 
2d Battalion, 5th Narines when a. helocopter lift, ,va.s ma!ie to the southern 
portion of the operating area. 

The u.s.s. Cone provided, direct sup.::ort fa: 2d Bat1;alion, 5th ~.iarinos 
during the period 22 April 1968 through 25 April 1?68,' 

Throughout the operation communication difficulties with the conduct 
of fire net necessitated putting "fhiskey Battery end ~ho Provisional Ho,4itzer 
Ba~tery on a common Conduct of Fire Net to Dns~er oall~ of fire for both 
bs.'ttalions. . . 

Timeliness ofaxtillery support proved to b~ very good, in that permanent 
SAV~A-PLAN~S were established prior to commencement of the operation, and 
a. liaison team from 5th l'IIa.rines FSQO was established ~d,th the District Ohief 
t¢l insure quiok ol~a.rance of all rn.f.~6ioP6. Oontactm:lssions averaged 3-5 
minutes £rom re(1Uest to. impact, D.t1-~' r~utine miss;ons ~Ylilraged 10-15 minutes. 

b" Air Support. Dudng Oper~tion Baxter Gardell weatl1Qr was generally 
good, and therefore air sUPf'ort '-las c!:?nstantly ava!lable.· " .. 

The opera.tion \1a.S primarily sUP:tJ9i:ted by [.ir 1'1;i.th Marine helicopters 
making six tactical troop lifts of 1060 combat Y~ines and 49000 pounds of 
eq,uipment. Marine TACA/AOfS controlled six fHghtElof prcplanned fixed wing 
st:dkes preparing the landing zones, €light 01\ c~+ fli~ts 'lfith special 
ordnance and 21 flights off the hot pad. Three ~li6hts of gunships were 
utilized as escort for assault aircraft ,-,hile an' addit~pnul 10 flights were 
utilized in close support, ,. 

.... 

.. ..', • •• • . .. . -.. '" ..... .. ' ... . , . 
I. ••• .. .•.•• 

I:. : ~:. 
• ,~b .. ~-·r-. :. • ~.. It • 

•• • •• 
~ ..... -". 

.. ' . '. : t"'!,,· 
• • . ... 
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On call request were submitted by controlling units via the FM TAOP 

net and fOI\larded to DASCvia telephone 1J!ith reaction time of 15 to 30 
minutes fo~ both fixed wine and ~U1ships. Overall effectiveness was 
considered outstanding \'lith 17 confirmed kills, several secondary explosions, 
and several fortified. positions destroyed. 

Direct sUPl1or-t helicopters l'lCre utilized to lift the IIlajority of the 
15000 pound por d~ resupply requirement. 

c. Tanks and Ontos. Tanks and Ontos wore employed on Phase II of the 
operation and proved to be an effective d.irect fire support. The Ontos 
encountered problem traversing flooded rice paddies, and were stuck on 
several occasions, delaying the movement of the units. Tanks had no trouble 
in movement, and \OTora credi ted '~i th 6 enemy kills. 

d. .ARNV FORCES. The.ARVN forces vlere not SUP1JOrting forces for operation 
Baxter Garden, but the opera.tion Wl SUN 214 conducted by the 21st ond }9th 

Ranger Battalion in conjunction ,.ith Operation Baxter Garden did effect the 
operation and should be lOOntioned herein. The ARVN Ranger Battalions con. 
ducted S\>Tecps for 48 hours of the operation in the northern portion of the 
AO, and the ti;IO operations served as blockil'lg forces fol'! each other ~ Lam 
Son 214 resulted in :;6 onelI\Y killed, 13 individual wea.pons captuxed, and 
1 crevl served weapon captured. 

7. Intelligence. 

a. ~stimate of enemy stren:;th, location, d.is:l)osition and 8i tuation 
prior to operation. 

The intellib~nce available on the area of operation was sparse 
and efwentialiy lir.1Hed 'Go information develo}ecl during Operation Ford and· 
some lo\~ level egent reports. T:cc'.di tional enem,y presence in the area indi­
cated that elements of the C117 LF Compony \'iOuld be _ encountered. Patterns 
of enemy movement during the retrogr; .. QC follo\'1ine~ the Tot Offensive indi .. ·­
cated that the 002d and 004th Datto.lions hadopor;::,.ted in the area briefly 
d.uring HL.:l:ch and tOe possibili tyexistec1 that element 3 of these units were 
still in the·areai 

The st:ring of villag'es extending s:c.; from 3xid YD880232 to 
YD930207 vfere considered to contain e~emy unbs Emd to be fortified to 
d.ecree. SporadiC cont:ct "'£.8 ant icipateCl i.~ith units runJ;ing frow f.ix c 
platoon size in the la:cr;er vilhL{;es as the route of' marq/h llrogxessed. 
tensive usc of mines and booby t:calls \'IO,S also eXJ:)ectcd.~ i 

some 
term to 
l::x-

'l'he cnany Dituation and. mission ')[;).s considkroc1 to be the por­
i'Or:"1ance of houDekGeping tasks v Le., maintenance of fortified villar';0s, 
caches, and tro.inins cadres. 

b. illnemy stJ:encth a110 8i tU<:GiOll a.ctu.aJ.ly found • 

•• •• • •• • • •• •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• 3: • • SiWi.ill';( ••• . .. • • • • • • • •• • •• • • •• • ••• • • • •• 
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:t1NCI;,ISSJFIEJ1 • 
The an~my stxen:Tth c.nd (1isj,jositiol1 encoUntcre(l "'~,S fnirly 

close to that CXi)Cctcd t i"lino anf', booby trap incic'.ants ''lorD frequent f)Jlcl 
fortified ... il10,(,08 \'JOl!C loce.tol'. throuf;hout. 'l;ho oU;_:nY'taotios conaibted 
primarily of 'sni:Ciill!~~ anc1 hf'~:J..ssin:·:;: '.~ith only ono larr;G on("D.{SOTllcnt, Mrl thnt 
not boll1r:; of tho onony's choosil'l,', It is 1)ossi1)lo that the ContLcts rna.dO 
\H~rO, for the most lif'rt, (\.olay-il'l ; actions to covar tho movQj!lt:lnt of la:r:gcr 
units to the Gnomy rcu.r, aHhoU{!:h acrbl observdion c1ii1 not note movoment 
of this sort. 

Documents al1.r1 prisoners indicated the prcsence of units not 
previousl;,>' encoun-~GrGd and exycctc<l in the area. Int8rro{~r',tion rovo(~ed 

thn.t 0. new unit, the l'hu VonT.: (r:1) i,rIDGc' Rcn(,:or I'lntoon ''.It:1.S locntec} in the 
vicinity of grid square YDOo22. ,lin ar:;'unt rel~ort rccCliv0d the srune ~ay, 19 
.Aj)ril, by 1st CI'.£' rCllort0,.i tho l?resenco of tho F116 l{ruli~er Corrqruw in vic­
inity i':ric1 squuxe YD8222. It is possible th[;\t this unit is n. rcclesiGnr'.tiop. 
of tho CI16 LF Company, but mn.,y be a nm-lly orr,nnized unit. DocUo"'ilcnt inter­
pretc.tion indicotoc1 the presence of Glemen~ s of tho Ki.J ·Bn. No evir'oncc was 
developed to verify the J):rosonco of the C117Lt~ L;olTIj,i01l.y. 

The terrain is as indic~:.te~l on tho map, flat, sanely, and punc­
tuate'J by :troclines and villag-es. 'l'rnffico.bility for tr8.ck.:3c vehicles is 
good; for l~hGeled vehicles, poor. 

The a-ti-liituc1e of -i;he p01>ulace "laS sullen ~nc1 uncoopere,tive, in,di-. 
cQ.-tive of the; considerable extent of enemy c:.omina0ion in the axe!".. Calltured 
ducuments revealed a vlell esto.olishc(l e . .nr'l. or{~2nized 1'lJ:.F a};lpare.tus in the area, 
oJ,lcrc,til1(" LS the effectiv~ ::ovc:rnn.;ent in the villa.{:;e,?~ 

B. l'·'iission. Un L-Ilot:.r of D-j)a~r land in dcsi:~:ine.·tef! 1~'~.J and soe.rch to lo­
cate f1l1Cl destroy enemy forcos, tUltoniul, and positions; and block to su.pport 
other allieC: forcos cOYlcJ1J.c-tin,~:, sOI'xch and dest:ro\. operations in assigneq Au. 

a.. On JJ-1 D::.;' t\lO companies GS"Gnblish blocking pool tions on S0"I3_th anc1 
north flcm;,-s of AU. At L-hour on D-]Juy three c011lJ,anies lrnclu(l in three IZ· 5 
in eastern portiun of Au o..nd att,<'ckoc1 to blocldni~ JoJositions to sUliport sweep 
frO.l the ,fest to enst by two AlW"{i Battn,lions. On e.bou.t D+1 day blocks athw8..rt 
LO ivere disestablished and flankin,,!" blocks Vlore ost[;!.blished to south and 
on.st. Cne ba,tt;l,lion them a,tkckecl south. 

b. On D+2 days t,o[O ~mtt8.lions E'.tt'ckoo S()utl'lCa.st in SOA employinG inter­
mediate blocl;:s f.me] sl-Jeops. Friendly £;nv:'l "tillits blockod enemy e[.;xess north 
on 'l'huy Thu Bay end south on Cau Hai Day. .t:lcf:tents of Fifth lIadnes 1 }F and 
CliG units l)lockcc enemy e:;-ress southeast. On ])+4 da:vs the two battdions 
con"t.in1.led a.tt('.ck southeast to ill'lase Line i;o::'.oh t:'Jld held at that position. 
Berly morninG' of D+5 b[l;ttlions rev:::rscd diroction end conducted lli(~ht march 
to north\OICGt to reach :;':-hase Line .;.p;,le by firs'c li{,ht. At first Hc)1t both 
batk.lions conducted day c.tcnck -to stre8.lll \-Jin<1ini.~ along c.xis of ::,rid line 
YD')'. 

•• •• • •• • ••• • • 
\J~CL.g.S'SIPn.m 
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n. Sec Enclosures (1) and (2). 

• 
o. Opera.tion BlIJcr':~ Glll1D~lr conmenced 190aOOlI "lith the helo lift of the 

21'ld 13n 5th Narincs (Rein) into IJZ nolX> YD005235, LZ QUAIL YDOa0220, and 12 
GROUS;:; YD310210. Troop lift \{O,S oompleted without inoident. 

c. AilYN S\-lcej? commenoed from west to oo.st in northern AO at about 1909001 
and encountered moderate small arms contact. 

d. At 190900R 00 I!l 2/5 vicinity YOO04226 bec;an receivinG' smcl.l arms fj,.re 
from enemy entrenched in treeline. Compnny ill returned small o.rll,U3 and InajI.I 

neuvers on enem;y. :Position ,ms tukcn and in addition to 1 Vi; Jaj~, a.nd 3 indi· 
viclwll weapons, -eeVerf',J. maps and nssorted doournen'i;s 'fere foml.d. 1 I"lD..rine was 
killed 1n the action. lIS COffiP.?..ny ~ continued to move toHD.rd objectiv~s, t~cy 
received moderaGe harasSing fire vrith no oasualties resulting on either side. 

e. At 191520H Co E received S l!k,\U arms and ]3-40 rocket fira fr·.om an 
estimated platoon of cncll\Y locnted at YD845234. CompeitY returned small ro:msrf-­
and 6Qr;il-l mortar fire c.n(l maneuvered on enel!\Y. 00:G St'1ept thl:oU(",h en.eII\Y posi .. 
tion finding 4 VO KIA, \3 Detainees f 5 individual ,-rea,ans, and 1 ere,\-I served 
wca.pon. One Ho.rinc "ras killed o .. ml S 'Hounded and cv~ounted. 

£. At 191000U (I~l units bcr;a.n eS'i;o.blishin8night defensive pOSitions 
and, numerous ambushes em:plo;'.red, but no cnelllY movement ,oms dctecte~ .• 

~. At 192000H Company D 1/5 rooe.i.~d 20 l:ounds 6Or.-nl mortar fire from 
enenw locatee at Y.0064210. Counter .snortar fire "1as returned, hOVlover s1:1efip 
of ~ea the next morninG llCS con~ced Hi th nC[)'8.tive results. Seven M.."!.tillcS 
\-1ere· 'iounded and cvcQuntQd. ' 

h. On 19 April in ad~1~on to those casualties listed above, 1 USMC 
was wounded and CVD.cuo.tcd .. 7 USl'JC \-lore wounded but not evacunted, and 1 US'~ 
lias ev~ted 0.6 fl, non oo.ttlconsuo.lt~ an' ndd.itional Detainee ",as picked Up 
by 2nd Battv..lion • 

i. At 20~05II Compony Il 1/5 received small arms, 82Mr.f mortar fire, M~ 
CS [-,'as grEl~os from e pl£'.toon of cncJiV located in treeline at YDOeS233. Cu 

. B returwxI smoJ.l ~ms ccllcd. ond recoived artillery sUllport, air strikes, an 
Gunl::l:i-.-t' ~nVl",:"rt. CS \-lea employed by enemy, but had ne~;ative effect ['.8 oomp!!: 
» danned ~hc:r. C:f'..B masks and assaul tEid tho enemy poei tion. Sesxch of arcs. .1" . 
vecle~ 3 ~nd~v ~dual vlcal1ons. 2 cret-l sorved 'VTe~i011.S, e.nd 9 IW A KIA. 1 Ha.ri~o I 
\f~ lC11lod :::nd 11 youl1ded nne! cvo.cuated. Co 13 continue\! to liursuo enemy and 
engaged them t:l.(!,ll.in nt 142011 vicinity YD13812}1. Air strikes '-Tero Otiain em­
F~oyed ond ll. s~~ch reve~~ 11 N'V 1'1. killed by ail:, ; '9C' lI'Iil., nnd vo.rioua 
.nnrls of a.mmunl.tl.on. 2 l'iarl.nes ,.,ere killed and 2. \'fOunded and ovacu.c::ted. 

~. At 201830ll Compm~ m 2/5 whjl~ estc.bliSbing night defensive posit~or,. 
reCcl.Vcd.2' row1ds G2HH Flortar fire from enct\Y l,ocated at YD86421B. CountC31! 
mortuI' f11'o l/(',s oalled from ro:tillcry and mortl".t fire cOt1Scd. 2 Narines lIrBn 
~ij~cb.Afd·.12 ~n~.m~;..cv[\cut';ted. Sc:,.rch of [Tee. at first light rCVCcl~(i 

• .....: ••• ; "'e --_'. • ••• •• • ... ... . .... ~ . . 
• ••• ••• • • .. ..... .... ~ C'. e;. 
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lJ~CLASSIFIED • • ~. On 20 A1Jril an additione~5 Moxines ~rere killed. tmd 6 ,\ieJ:C "Iov.nded 
and ~vncunted primarily from suprise explosive devices and scnttered contacts. 
9 additiom::l USMC waxe "lOundcd but not eve.cuatcd and 1 r.Iarim, ",as cvr...cuatcd 
as n. non battle casualty, 1 addition~~ Detainoe ,-ras iJict~ed Ulj and. 2 8..d.ditional 
individucl "1(H1l)on ~Hll3 captured. 

i. At 210000H COI:lilVnios C&D 1/21 ,-rare reise.sed fro· the 'bloclting posi­
tions ~.Jld rctuxncd to theoperctionf.l~ control of their poxcn'.:; unit. The two 
AlIfN l(e.n(6~ Bns also cOr ljlctecl 'l'am SO:i1 2'14 ond rC'~uxno(t to NUll Cj!. 

m. At 2n ;35II Co II 2/5 e.ctccted 1 VC in C SlJidor hole. Co Ii killod va 
and ~mpturGd 1 individual woo.pon. 

n. At 211400H 1/5 (-)&2.15 (-)bcpm an nttack s:mtheMt dO'\1n the j,.lonineulo.. 
The cnc:Jny hr,cl employed extensive surprise explosive devices in the oxoa ~0 
sovex8.1 Harincs "Tero w:n.1.:l'lCled end eve cW:1.ted os a :ccsult. 

o. On 21 A1.Jril :; .WvJl. 'fere killed and 1 Detainee "1as picked up in sca~­
~-Gd contoots~ 6 additionD~ .t'im:incs \-lc:re ,.,oundeo and. GvncUf:.~tGcl. 

p. At 220600II a.ll units cOi"tinued att:::.ck southet'.st tOl-lard Phase Line Ap­
plQ. A.gRin eX'Gensive explosive c\-6.'\On::s "fero encoul1tered OJld at 0615li Co ;:;: 2/5 
ao..f'fercd 7 Nnrines llOlL."1dcd and cva.cuc>.ted from a. che.in of 11-26 grcnf'.ilcs dctpi. 
hated by a Nc'\rinc. 2/5 (-) continued to encounter surprise explaSii;ve devices 
thtoughont the dt\V. . 

q. On 22 April an additional 14 USNC ",ere \vounded and ev,a.cuated and 5. tlSI' 
weremundcd but not ev?.Ouated. } additional Detainees 1:1cre picked up, and ~l'l 
reclassified 3 Detainees as Imoccl1t Civili[l.l1s, 5 as Civil Defendants and 1 
es !fl. va H.etuxnec ,. 1 USMC "ms evacuated as an Nne. . 

t:. At 2~'I015H So aquv.d from Co II 2/5 reoeived sl:lt:ul arms fire from 5 v~. 
Squad returnod fire and no.ne~rcd on en()my. A S,~eep of areo. revel11ed 1 VQ 10 
An adcl1Uoncl 1 VC KIA "J(I.9 dis~o:z:e(l having been killed 'Vlhilc betting Q. eUr­
iltisa. • .e'.i:ploeivc device, (3 'OSIlC l'lGrcnounded Mc1 evacuated, 2 received minot 
1fOunds and 2 Vietnamese "'ere det<.>.il1C3d. 

s. At 2400011I Co l<i beGan nir;ht filClXch north from I'hase 4ine fe:::.oh, tpl. 
lowed Qy 1/5 (-) and 2/5 (.) at 24020011. lUi';ht march \,Hl.5 lJifldc quickly and ef­
ficiently, and a.t first light, nll units \fere on Phcse Line Ap)lc and. p:re .. 
)a:rOQ t8 a.ttC1,C~ north. Li~ht ;";OJl.'~; ~t ~eanl ted Q . .ild 1 YC "las killed by Co N 3/5 ~ 
lI.ru1 1 V was kl.llcd by Co p 1t5. 6 nan.nee '-lore t;lOunasd end evacuated. 

t. i~t 240930H it WD..B discovered tha.t iwo Moxilles he.d been lost in niGht 
march and AJlVH reported thnt the 2 Nar .inos hud bGen ca.ptuxod. 1 Platoon and 
tanks were dispatched to' find Narines. Co:ili wus helilll'tcd. into arGo. r>.nd beg:::. 
sC2..rch for l-UA t s. 

u. At 250600H 1/5 (-) :z:ot'ltr~'lcd to LZ and IJrepared for extra,ction from AO. 
Co .$ 2/5 on1til'lued scc-1:ch for :f.'lI.ll.' s with netSt,.tive rosults, and bef,'Oll S"lGCP 
nor'ih up the peninsula to link up \,Ji th 2/5 (-). 

v. .At 251830B Go 1il 2/5 disccve:reo enemy ambush at YD945200. At np·.,rox- "-J 
ima;~ely the same time the enemy: arritn.lsh beGan firin:r on Co E, tanks and LVT ts f'-..... 

•• ••. ••• ., ••• •• - '.J 

'i;hat we;e ~i!![: loutJl.'\o ;teet: C~ .t: Sig'.ltCc:1 the ambush. Together ti'nks and 
i,u"ftltry·f41B~of.~'lt wUh fU'J..lL)()rt from llUh."'Y GUnbirds. 17 NVA were. tilled. 

•• ••••• •• •• 6' 'S ••• 
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16 Ma.l:inos rcoGived minor \-founds. In addition I'"£T reolasEified 7 DetainG~/ 
0.6 Innocont Oivilitlns and 1as Civil Defend.ant. 

v~ At 26120011 2/5(-) was extracted from .AD and Operation B~~r ~den 
terminatod. 't,,~:' 

'1-1. Results ' ,('):~~~ 
\<;; 

a. U. S,. !farina' Oorps Personnel b. EneilU' Personnel 

KIA 
WIAE 
W'UNE 
MIA 
N.BOE 

1} 
86 
,9 
2 -, 

12. Adm1nistrative matters 

NVAKIA 
VO KIA 
~AINEES ~~ 

INNOCENl' CIVILIANS 
OIVn. DEFENDl!!NrS 
VO RmURNEES 
INDIVIDUAL \'/EAFONS 
cmVR-:,:n 
OREd SillilVED ~'m:APOnS 
CilPrURBD 

40 
15 
15 
10 , 

1 

14 

'5 

a.. R~BUppl:'{. Throe days of Olass I, high usa.e'O Class II and Olass V 
(5.~ ',.62mm, M-26 ~ena6'ils a.nO 14-79 rounds) ,,'as prcst~d a.t LZ 405. 
~ dAys of Class V ~6Omm, 81mm, 106mm, 90mm, 3.5", LAJ~ .. S) were staged at 
ASP-)1 LZ. Both 1st Bo.ttalion and 2nd Batt£l~ion', l!"ifth Narines drew additional 
)1c.rd dollar items from stock iii,S required. Class III resupplies were' pro­
vided bY' the supportini:; unit 'fith exception of Amt:tacs for 'uho\:l the ba.tta.lions 
~ew pOL. All ammo stac;ed at ,iiS}i>1 LZ ,\'1:'8 destroyed by fire on 24 April and 
amJll() of those types ,,'as dro."m from Cnu Doi LSA unitl completion of operation. 
All resupply requests Here made by IJSff and all resupply "'M effected by , , 
hGlicopter. 

b. Nn.intenance. First, and second echelon periiIDrmed by units; Contaot 
teams for ordnance and electronics·'·lcre on call from li'lJSG .. A, however J they 
were not nec;;ded. 

c. Trel'.tment of Casun~tiGs, l!,'vncuotion and Hospitaiization. S¢cond Bat­
talion, 5th Yla.ri~esestl1blishedIUlS in the"' field.HOlicopter-mrnC1,lations 'fere 
u.tilized \-Ihenevcr necessary. 

d. 'tr2:!lsporte.tion. Helicop-t~:rs ",ore utilizec1. to tl:flJ1Sl'ort troOl)S during 
nll r;.hJWGS of the operation. , 

e. Communications • ............ 
(1) During the 'entire period of Operation BAXtER GMlDb'4 communioations 

",~ setisfactory. The ~ll~/.fRC-25 and RT-524 u,dj.O equipment once 3.[l'ain proved . 
hi&1lly reliablG for tactical communications. . . 

tor of 
(2) Due to the ~ge amount of £~icndly forces in the Northern Sec-

1 C"hPs f~:r.intm'c:r~ca y,roble.ms \dth other units \-Jere COmrLlon-
': :: · i.:.. : : : 7 If a • ... .... ... . . ..... • ••• ••••• • .'. ..... .. .. -
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and excessive changing of f.;roquency assignmollts for use by tacti~e.l units 
was necessary, Tho assignment of "SOLE US~~'R" frequency assignmonts fer Reg­
imental and ]a.ttc.lion Tactical Nets would greatly allev~ate this pToblom. 

(3) 'rerrain was poor 'in tho 13.iJ<TER G.iliDEN area for wheel()d vehicles 
and whon helilift of the 1.N!t1RC-109 radio vehicle became impxc'l.cticallle the 
oquipment was returnod to the rear hcadqucxters, In order to ccntinuo to 
maintain a socure radio circuit capability, KY-8 cryptographic equipment was 
cf\.sily installed in a LVTf-5 J:a.'nphibious Trr,ctors' whic,h worc'aslCigne('c to b,,"th 
'tilt and,2nr: :3e.ttali-:ms, '5th Marines, . , 

(4) Due to the to,cticnl requiremont for rapicl mobility of the mar 
neuver battalions radio relay circuits were not installed and radio was the 
primary means of communications. 

13. Speciel EquiplOOnt and Techniques. None. 

14. Commcndors An~lys~s 

On D-Day the S~cond Batt~lion (.) (Rein) commenced OperC'..tion Bf'l.XrJili 
(;Ji..,.U1&< by helo lift end S"Te,)t west with blocks provided by 2 companies to 
the north [:J1d SOi.1lh. lni tiru contact HUS liCh'ti, enCoul1"t;erinG only sJ,lorad,ic 
sniper fixe, indicative of local va haraSSing 'Go,ctics. In the ec.,rly after­
noon, however, 0, disciplined. D18.toon size unit employip.g both B-40 rocKets 
anCi GOmrri mortars vias encounterecl, ,indicating that N\fA eloments '\~ere also in 
the arec~, 

Throughout the remainder of D-Day and into D+1, 90ntnct continued to 
be modern,te ,lith enemy units of .Vlatoon sizG OJ: smaller. J:)nenv sC3emed to 
be using aelayinr:; tacti0s !3l1.d it is a possibility they 'l-lCre screenin.:,;' for 
larg'Cr units as they moved out of the arc:",. ' 

On D+2, the J!'irst DattaUon (-) iH\8 introcl1.1.cocl into Oi1cre.tion HAXT':Z( 
G~,RDcli': and tho two bat'co.lions bOGon s'Wccps southeD.st e.long tho Peninsula, 
'£hroughout tho rOma,:ll1der of the ojJcra"iion, UiJ.Ul T)+6, qOl1t:ct continued 
to be very light, indic,'.ting' the enemy had either l~ft tho areu entirgly 
or hidden underr;round. Numerous tunnels .. Tero discovored and senrche6 lrlith 
negative results., 

The enemy did employ extensive cu.rprise oxplosivEl devices ,"1hioh ham­
pered movemcmt of both bo.ttalions Cll0. r,esul ted in nevernl c$.sucl ties. 

On D+6, the enemy attemi.lted an arnbush of one COl"1~;any 'as it returned 
north up the i!eninsula. Tanks ~d LVT' s \~ere employed along1.cJith rw;.:;y 
gunships ~ This resi.!.lted in 17 NVA confirmed kills \vith no serious friendly 
casunltics Md was the mont sicnifiec.nt conte,ct of the 0licrntion. 

This cOffilnand concurs "lith j,)<.'1.Xa. 1 ~ of ref (b) in that terrain is 'un­
suH:,blc for lE.'..rge w1Hs to op€:rc;,e in the area for extended ~.'GIiods of 
time. It all o,ceI S enem,;' units movo through the acca '1;0 r,c:t;her rice, and. are 
l1csitant toenC<1.r;e 1a1:2,'8 units,. Fortified treelineu anc't villa';cs 1tlere dis­
covered.,. hm;t.-v<lf •• thel ap;.~ecJ,. to be old i..4"1d ul1used~ 

-: :: • : • : • • : :. : 8 S)~Cltlf,T 
••• •••• ••• • • • ••• ••••• •• ••••• •• •• 
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Tracked vehicles provided units with flexibility and immediate support 

to reQct to any enemy contact. The Ontos had a f e", pxoblems crossing flooded 
te~,rain, ditches, and streams. Tanks and L1'lls proved to be a t';Teat ass~t~ 

- ;~ ~. 

" Air end. artillery support ~1["§l quicl~ and effective due to preplanned "J 

missions, precle D,red areas, and direct liaison 'IIJith the district chief to 
. cle:xc aron.s for contnct missions. Units could. count on sUPlJorting nxm~ in e. 
mat'~er of minutes. .Air sJ.piiortv1as the best I have cmcount~red. Helicopter 
sUj,Ji!ort, in particule,r "JaS outstanding. rrhis w;.;s due in patt to the ex­
cellent cOOLJer<.\tion bet"1<~en HAG )6 and the )th 1'l;?rines and further to'tm~ 
briefing helicopter elements received J?:rior to .l:-'DIjGicipation, ~ye to Qy~ 
briefing and contn.ct with helicopt8r lli,itS is essentiol if their capabil~ty 
is to be fuLJa' exploited. . 

15. RecommendD,tions: None. 

~~~ 
R. D, BOlIN 

•• •• • •• • ••• •• • · . • • • • • 9 S~CRl!,'T • • .. • •••• • • • ••• • •• • • • • • • • • •• • •• • • •• •••• • • • .' 
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'Uq,· 5th Maxines 
Task Force Jffiil.Y 
1st MarlneDivision (Rein), FMF 
Phu Bai, Republic of Yietnam 
181000H J~pr 1968 ' , ' , 

Operation Order 5-68 ( _. ) 

Ref: (a;) Maps: lJvlS Vietnnm1 :50~OOO IiJ1S Series L7014 Sheets 6541 
I and rJ; and 6542 III . 

(b) OG TF XEL'.Y FragO 21-68 
(0) 5th Mar OpO 301-68 
(d) 5th M~·lj;dO ;01-68 ' 

, (e) 5t.h Mar COOl . " ': 51g'I, MAR' S&C FILES 
1 • S ITUj~ ION 1~@b~6'31 a. ':Enem..y Forces .. ; 

(1) i.nnex B (Intelligenoe). 

(2) Current I}~Su}fu. 

b. Friendly Forces 
" ' 

i 
I CGPY' f\Q31oFS"c:/' 

( 1 ). Air SUE'Port. i'st' M.tM provides fixed and rotary wing and 
L.O support. 

(2) Artillery Support 

1 Btry B, 1st Bn, 11th Marines 
~ 2d PInt, 3d 8 Inch How. Btry 
21st 155mm Gun Btry 
! Provo 105mm How Btry (~ .. ssigned DB mission.) 

(b) 2d En: (Rein). 11th furines,:Direct S~pport 

(3) TDnk mld lIT Support. ,On about D+3 days to .link up with 
elements of 5th Narinesl 

(a) ~at, Co ~! 1st Tk Bn, Direct Support 

(b) 2d Plat, Col'.. fff. 1st Tk En. Direct 'Support, 

,(4), 1st LRVN Div. Elements of the 1st JlRVN Div sweep from west 
to east in lID to search, looate" and destroy' enemy forces, 
materiel, and positions. i~ex C (Operations Overlay). 

c. Attachments and Detachments 

•• (1) •• Co.~, 1s.t E:Q .. 5tb,.1'1e.rinos CHOh to 2d Bn, 5th Marines at 
:: : 1'81 ~OOH. '-w 1968:' : " , 

••• •••• ••• • • 
••• • •• : : • :: • • • • • 00-1 
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(2) Co L. c.nd Co 13, 1st Bri, 27th l>1Grines CHOP to 5th Mo.rines and 

concurrently CHOP to 2d Bn, 5th Nc.rines r~t 181200H l\pr 1968. 

,. .. 

2. MISSION 

On Il-Day at L-Houx Innd in designated LZs &'1d search to locnto and 
destroy enemy forces, mnteriel, and positions; and block to support 
other allied forces conducting search and destroy operations in as­
signed 1..0. 

3. EXECUTION 

r... Concept. On D-1 day two compnnies ostablic.h blocking positions 
on south and north flanks of ~O. At L-Hour on D-Day three com­
panies l£'nd in thxee. LZs in eastern portion of 1).0 and atto.ck to 
blooking positions to support sweep f~om west to east by three 
iulVN b~ttalions. On about D+3 days disestablish blocks athwart 
AO and reestablish flanking blocks further to south and east. 
One battaJ..ion then c,ttacks south. 

b~ 1st Bn (-), 5th ¥~rinos 

(1) Continue mission assigned by ref (0). 

(2) .... t e.bout 181200H l).pr 68 CHOP Co 13 1/5 to 2d Bn, 5th Marines. 

(3) On about D+3 be prepared to resume OPCON of Co 13 1/5 end 
commence operations in Phu Thu e.xea. 

ld En {Reinlt 5th Marines 

( 1) On D-1 dl"..Y esto.blish blocking positions with two compcnies 
on the north and south flanks of the AO to channGlize and 
block enemy forces. 

~ 2) ii.t L-Hour on D-Day land three companies in designated LZs by a 
hGlicopter and attn.ck vest to blocking positions to block _ 
onoI!lY moVement. 

(3) On about D+3 days be prepc.xed to CHOP attechcd rifle companies 
out e~d continue to conduct operations south end east in tho 
Phu Thu axe a. 

d. XRi~Y. 2d Bn, 5th Mc".J:ines. Continue mission essigned 2d Bn, 5th 
Merinesby ref (c). . 

e. 3d Bn (-). 5th Mc.rinGs. Continue mission assigned by rcf (c). 

f. Coordinating Instructions 

( 1) D-D£1..Y and H/L-Hour. 190800H l~pr 1968 • 

•• • •• · ••• .. . . • • • • • • • • • 00-2 : • • •••• • • • • SECRb""T • · • · · ••• • •• • • •• • •• • • •• 0 • . ". '. • •••• • • 

DECLASSIFIED 



~ "J;;-
SECRET 

, . 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ..-

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

L'¥l~ing Zones 
" 

(~)<~,;oo ,(D885235 • 

. (b) QUl.ILY.D880220. 

(0) GROUSE YD810210. 

ThrllS.t Points: 

. (a) fdij- River.: . YD9023 •. 

(b) li.nY Dog:. YD9320~ . 

(0) 1.:rry Tree: YD9515. 

l'he.s8 Lines 

(a.) ?L IlilD:·· GL YD84 •. 

( b) PL WHITE: GL YD85 • 

. (0) 1'L BLUEs . GL YD86. 

(d) l'L GruIDN: GL YD87 Ii 

.,. 

'Wo. "',J .. f'. 

.~ .... 
" --.~-- ...... - ..... ~-.---- .. -... --.~~ ......... --. 

(5) Fire Suppoxt Coordination ·r v"" " •• ~ ~., ~",. '_'" ... _ .... _____ • 
~" ~", •• '" •••• ~-.... ~.~ ....... _. __ ...... '. ~-r-. .... ~. • -rIN.. . '" 

. (a) Phase Lines will be utilized' as Fixe C'ontroi Lines. 

(b) Fire ole~r8noe in l~ by Regt FSCC, in ooordination 
with lffiVN liaison. 

(0) FFZ for Jili:VN NFZ for 5th ~lc"U'ines: ilXea bounded on 
north by GL YD25.5, south by GL YD21, eest by GL YD84. 

4. ' )JOG ISTICS iJrn f~HIN!srRAT ION 

a. llef Cd). 

b. 5th Marines establishes e. supply,pO.i:nt-.et--l!h~-J3allpat:k....LZ 
to stock limited amounts of Gl{).ss I, w8.ter, ondClo.ss V (S.56rmn, 
7.62mm linked, M-79 , and N-26). Ottter CleWS V will be dra"m 
from 1~.A:i;--1, l'hu Bci. 

o. Resupply. Requests by shopping list to RST or by, telE?phone to 
battalions rears, Qr to 5th Vlc'1.rines S~4. Cless V drawn from 

.' J~P-1 must be rGq~l,si tioned and.a,pproved by TF XR.i~Y G-4. 
\, . . . ~ . 

'" ':>""'.'; 

d. Senice. Shore J'Ol:ty will,- establish LZ Control Team. at l?hu 13o.i 
Boll pe.rk. 

"' " 

: .'~ : ~a\);se~VQ Wet. e-i: Uois&hlino and. cro:ry subatantiaJ. aupply of halazone. , ... .~. . .:.: : : !' . l . 

• ••• ••••• O''''''"'-lt > '", ,' .... :--.-_ •. - ............ , ,' .••. ,,"'. " ". SOO'O-cm 
•• ••••• •• •• V-.... J ," .~, .~ ..... _, ... , __ ... ."..:' "'_' ..... -;, .:~ '. " ....... =_L1.ll.L=-
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• 
5. COMM.oJ)ID .l.:ND CQrlD:-TIJNICliT IONS-ELECTRONICS 

a. Refs (c) and (e). 

b. Commend rostRa Units report CE' locations o,s established. 

c. Coo~dinating Instructions 

(1) Radio 

(8) lmnex 0 (Radio Freq and Call Signs). 

(b) Units not participating in operations in Phu Thu exea 
continue norool. 

(0) 2d Bn, 5th Marines command group at Cc.u Doi suffix call 
sign vii th "XiuW". Other cdl signs normal. 

(2) Cryptogwphic. KLC-Q and KL,C-:\;', effective editions will be 
utilized as neoossexy. Battalion 90mmand groups "Till possess e 
KY-8 o~pability. 

(3) Ito,die Relay, "I.Jire. and Message Ccntm::. Normal within ltegt 
TWR. Helicopter messenger will be'utiiizod as necessary. 

d. Command Relo,tionships 

(1) Control of activities \dthin 5th Ma.rines TL.OR normnl. On 
displacement of Regt 90mmnnd Group to ~hu Thu e~ea, coord­
ination of units on Route #1 wHl be by 5th Marines Ren:r. 

(2) Liaison "lith friencUy forces erlernalto'5.th Mnxines in Phu 
Thu area will be at regimental level, 'unless otherwise di-
reoted. 

~ 8o-t" 
R. D. Emili 

Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
Commanding 

A - Te;sk Organization 
B - Intelligence 
C - Operations Overl~ 
D • Radio Frequencies and Call Signs 
X - Distribution 

DISTE.D3UTION: J.nnex X (Distribution) to Ope:ration Order 5-68 
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Hq,; 5th Mc'l.iines 
,Task,F.Groe YJ:1f.Y 
1°~t~ HmineDivision (i1ein), FMB' 
Hill Bai, llcpublicof Vietnam. 
181000HApr 1968 

imnex 11:. (T,askOrgnnize.tion) to Opere .. 1>ion. Order 5-68 ( 

Time ZOlle: II 

TASK ORGIJ.NIZATION 

5th Marines (Rein) Col :solIN 

1 st En (,..,)~, 7th Mnxlnes 
H&SCo, 15 
Con, 1/5 
Co C, 1/5 
CQ D, 1/5 

2dBnRein 
H&S Co . - , 
Co E, 2/5 
Co H, 2/5 
Co B, 1/5 
Co i., 1/27 
Co TI, 1/27 

3d Bn (-) • 5th Marinos 
H&S Co, 3/5 
Co I, 3/5 
Co K, 3/5 
Co L (-), 3/5 

.IW "2d.J1n. 5th ~Ilf'.rinos 
Det, H&S Co, 2/5 
Co F, 2/5 
Co G, 2/5 

131.r.D Ei .. GLE 
Co M, 3/5 

ROUGH·RIDEH SECURITY 

LtC olT HOiYn.'SON 

LtC 01 C~.:iT RtU1 

LtC olRillO:Wlill 

Maj STEIDLE 

3d Plat (aein), CoL, 3Jh? tJrC 
R. D. BOHN 

Colonel, U. s. :r.la:tine Corps 
Co~ding 

DISTRIBUTION I ~~ex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 5-68 
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Hq, '5th Marinoe 
. Task Foraa X-Ray:. , 
,.let ~ine Divisi6n(Ro~), FMF 

Phu Bai, Republic' of VietriBm 
l81000H April 1968 . 

Annex B (Intelligenc~) to Operation Order s-:.68 (oper&ti~n; , '. 
! •• - • -

Ref, (ba ) , M'a.ps::Vietnam 1:50,0001& Series L1014~·Sheets ,6541 I & IV, 6542 III. 
e ) III MilF Intallige.noe Estimate 13..:.67 (KTZj of 1 ,August 1967 • 

. (0) DivO' 345l.?A, Pro,oessing, Exploiting, EvacUating; and .&caounting for 
Detainees .• ,: '.' . . 

(d).DiVG, 7000.4(." .. ReHda; FUrid,,: 
. (ts) '. lst.Ma.rDiv:'Illtelligsfic·e StudY (Phu 'Bai Base Area) of 15 'No:v'emb~ 1967. 

( ) Annex .. C (OPerat~ns OVerlay) 

'::f.;r.e ZOne: H 

MISSION 

) 

s.. Basic' Mfssio:n:.:-·;Keep '.~ alop.gRoute #1 in Ems~ed'Ab open~ In oonjWloticn 
with friendly forces protect U.S. and GVN installations',bridgesj overpasses 
vehiole~, .. equ.ipment, supplies and personnel by destroying threatening enell\Y 
forces in assigned AO.Cond,uotoffensive opern:ticns in NJ ,to kill or cap­
ture enemy personnal and. destroy en9niy weaPons, rtlater-ial and positions • 

.. 
00 I\ll~Ilosa of this Eatimate. To ,provide ,fi,Uf'f1Qan1rc.intelllgence Wormation 

t:) plan end prepaxe to carry out the basio mission. 

; - ENEM{ SITUATION 

a. C'bH't'acteristics of Area of Operation 

(' i Mi ti tary Geo graph,y. The JIO is' 10 ca..ted iI;l centra.1Thua -Thien ,l?rovince 
:iInmediately East of HUE Ci~ in Phu Vang District .• 

I 

• 

(a) . The large portion' of th~ J1J c6nsistof 'rioel~ndswhioh ere open 
areas of cul~ivation, and s.easonally inundatedatthar by irr.igation 
or natural flooding. The .rice: fields are surrounded by low dikes 

.. 0.5 to 1.0 meters high a.nd 0., to 0.6 meters wide. During '&pril 
and -Me.y the fields are drained in order to n-'1rVeat the rioe crop. 

(b) . The area is inte~iao~d with streams and rivera. The two main 
rivers are the Sop.g Lei Dang located in the Southern portion of 
the AO, and the Pha. t La.a looated mainly:l.n -the' northern, o.nd . 
oentral portion ofthe,~~.. . . 

B-l-l SlroRET 
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(c) 

(d) 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • Villagos are located throughout • the i.o with the major IXlpulation 
along the Phe:t Lac River. 

Cover ami Concealnent is generally good along the rivers and in 
the populated 'areas 'but iimited to ric.e: pad1y dikes in the culti­
vated areaS', 

(2) Stl.InI:m',y of EnesyMilit~y Situ&tion 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Phu Va.ng1?i~iti:iot is ~e normal 0 perating area, of the 0-ll7 and 
C~1l6 Local Force: Co 11Pru:w s and the K4B Main Force Battalion. 
In additi~n the 802 NVA Battalion emd,possibly elements of the 804 
Battalion'are believed to have operated recently in the li.O.While 
not currently lID oated in the ·,,"00 the 4TH NVJ~ Regimental Hoodquarterf 
displa.cled into the ~~O during Maroh for a, brief period. ~l e·neqy 
units in the 11.0 partic.ipated~in,.the occupation of 0, and all 
SU£f~red sone loss in'combat effective-ness as a reSUlt. of the' 
o per81.tion ... 

Ilo'ntactswith eneLJY eleoent~' up to battalion fiiaa are,possible. 
Enemy ao,tii.vities however',,' are likely to consiSt prinarily of 
harassing, dela;ying, sniping and Il,1iningoperations, rather 
than conventioMl defense of the area or aounter -attack. 

In addition to !:lain and local force units, local ";!'i11age self 
defens:e cadreS' 'see present in.' some villages and hamlets. 

Extensive use' of surprise explosive devices; ood mine particularly 
in aa:.-e81S with 10 cal seli' de! ense cadres should be expected. 

ESSENTI.tlL ELEMENTS OF INFOR1"1~TION 

a'. Determine generp~ attitude fo population in villages aJ.'ld hanlets towards .. 
USl\1C- 0 peratio us. 

':.1.,' DE:cermine loca.tion of forels a.nd bridges on watenro.ys in the 1>0. 

c. Determine the suitability of the terrain in thEJ AO for enploynent of tanka. e 
d. Determine loca.tion of tre.ils, roads and other significant features not 

listed on standard naps of the area. 

e. De::termine the type, extent, and usual Iil~thod of emploYIilent of mines and sur­
prise explosive device~, and ene~ indicators for such devices. 

!~. JNTELLIGENCE ,,~Q,UISITION T .. ~SKS 

a. OrdG!rS: to aubordine.ta and attached units. 

B-1-2 SIDCRET 
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• • 2nd Battalion 5th Marines with detacbnents conduot normal, oombat 
intelligence' within' assigned area. 

Oornl?8w B t 1st Engmaers be P±eparedto provide ini'orin8tion on types of 
surprise explosive devj"ces aM. mines .ncountered in the AO and cOl!J.plete 
standard tia-ports on aill" explosive devices discovered~:" .: ' .. "., ' 

b. Re<luests to higher, ajeo.ent 'and' 6upportiDg Units. 

(1) CG, Task Force X-Itail 
"".' J. ," 

(a) mv:1.de 86:ifWooserva:tion and ~eiilanoe as reqilestedr 

'" (bY 'Provide Aer'lel irnagaty of objectiVe al'ea e.;s ,requested., 

"(c.) Pr6vide irif'orma.tionas obtained of ene~ Dovemerits within, to and 
from the 8treR of' operations. 

(2) 1st CITI Prov1dedetacblllent of C;IT for atte.iohment to 4nd ~n, 5th 
, Marines. . 

c~ Detainees :w.ti!'lYe handled in accordance with DiVO 3161.2Z.'· 'neta;1neQs will 
be: initiaaly soreened and oloosified in the field by ITT. la-tar initial 
field interrogation; 'detirlnees, other than innocent oivilianS wj,ll 1;)e" 
retilrned tci Regi6ental POW collection point (1st MP Company, Phu Bai). ' 

d. Capture'd material will be evacuated to the s..2 5th Maxines.: Ce:r,e will' be 
taken to insure pro per tagging of captured I:la. tel' ial. 

, " 

~' ~ ITEMS OF SPB3I~lL INTEREST 

8'. The following 8i tes of fortifications and enemy strong !JOints were encountGl 
'd in recent operations in "the ~ ~: ' 

mEMY GRID'; 

e (1 ) YDj17215 

(2 ) , Y:I:916215 
. ", 

'(3) YDj23200 

(4) YD9162i6:, ' 

(5 ) YD890200 

(6) YD923204 
, , 

(7 ) YD957146 

•• •• • •• • • • • 0 

• 0 0 • ••• • •• • • • •• •• • ••• 0 

• • • ••• • • • • 

• •• •• 0 0 

• • • • •• • • •• 

B-J.,...3 

• • • • 

"-DESJRlfTION . 

SneJ.l Aros Fire 

60ll1M MJrtar and Small ilXtlS Fire 

Trenches,'& Bunk0I'S, ,PIt 'size 
60MJYI JYbrtar positions to rea.t' 

60MM Mortar and &nall Arms F:f.re 

Coverod fighting hole 

Squad Sized Position 
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b. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • ENEMY GiUD (oont) .: DE$4rBTION .( co nt ) 

(8) . YD96q17T ..• jl.ut()~tic: ¥ea.pons Fire 

(9) .. YD95817~ .: . Sball. il.rP!3 F;4'e 

(10) YD955155 60MM Mortar Site 

(11) YD967172 Covered fighting hole 

(12) Y1)968137 Covered fighting hole 

(13 ) ZIO00135 (VIC) 60MM Mortar and AutoIJ8.tic WeafOns fir, 

(14) . lD9481~.n 82MMsnd 60MM Mortam f1ndl'"utoIJatic, 
, We.al'ons fire 

(15) :YD978166 . Small ~ms Fire 

(16) YD947197 00(+) Position, Snall l~s, B-40 e Hkt, amd 60MM ~rtar fire 

(17) YD951187 Fortified Position, 60lVll>1 and 821'1M 
r·1orte.rs, and Small Arms Fire. 

(18) YD931182 Tunnel 

(19 ) YD935195 Bunker 

(20 ) YD94319, Fortified treeline 

(21) YD956157 (VIO) Fortii'. ied GreN'eyard and treel ine 
PI t siz:e. 

The following Dine ~nd booby trap sites were recently encountered: 

MINE INCIDENTS GRID 

(1 ) YD918217 

(2) YD959177 

(3') Y])965141 

(4) Y]963171 

(5) YD957183 

(6) YD949188 

B-1-4 

DESCRIPTION 

2/~26 Grene,des with trip wire 

2/Chicom Grenades with trip wire 

Unidentified Device 

Unidentified Device 

Unidentified Device 

ahioom Grenade with trip wire 

SEJRET 
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• • 
. , . 

MINE INCID$T GRIDS '(cant) DES::UIPTIGN (cont) 

(7) Y~152l6 

(8) YD905229 

(9) YD942195 

(10) Y1)904227 

•• •• • •• • • • . • • • • • ••• . .. • • • •• •• • ••• • 

• ••• • • •••• • • • • • •• • • 

~~26 Granade with trip wire 

Unidentified Device. 

Unidentified Device 

Box Mine, pressure detonated 

!1-:;;&L 
R. D. BOEN 

C61cDnel, tr~ ~. Marine Oorps 
Co IllIIl8n ding 

13-1-5 
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1. EFFECTnTE. .Above f::teciueriCies 8Ild 'crill.signs effective L-24 hour,s. 
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~{jJ~' 
R. D. ]3()HN 

Coloncl,U. S.Ma:rine Corps 
Co~ding 
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EQ ~ 5thV1e.rintl 
TaskForc6X&AY 
1st ~'"l.rine Division (R.ein), Fl'IF 
i:hli Eni; Repubiic of Vietnfun 
1BtOOOH li.pr1968 

Lnnex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 5.-68 ( 

Time Zone: H 

CG 1 st MarDiv 

CGTF XIi.L.Y 

1st 13!J.~5th .Ma:dnes 

2d13n, 5th tIaxi.ne.E:) 

3(I.Bn, 5th Marinos 

EQ Co, 5th Narir18s 

2d Bn, 11th Marines 

CJi.G 3 

1st Fejrce Recon Cq 

1st Bn,27th Marine~ 

1 st lli.NN l.JiV' Jl.dvisor 

NVN Junk Fleet 1'l.dvisqr 

1st FL.G 

5th Ha:rinos 

T.ot6.l 

CEO 
8-2 
8-3 
8-.4 
FSCQ 
i.1O 
CC)J!L.TnCnd Oman 
~&:c ·Files· .. 

2; 

2 

7 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

22 

50 

11. D. BOlIN 
Colonol, 'IT .. S. Maxine Corps 

OOIil1l'1:'IDrU ng .. ... . ... .. 
J)ISTRI~dN.: J,.hhe~:X: (rist~:f:.\i;\;i.onl to Operation Order 

• ••• ••••• •• ••••• •• •• X-1 

•• 

DECLASSIFIED 

) 

5-68 

SECRm 



. FM 
TO 

li"IFl'H l'i.iilim(;S 
FIR~T 13N FIb'TJ:H 11l\lU~r~S 
S1iCOND BN FIFtH h/J1DU::; 
THmD EN FI!;'Tll IvtlltD1l:m 

INF CG, 'l'F XRAY 
MAG THIi1TY SIX 
CAG TIIREE 
nUl!! HIV~ SOOlllUTY GilOUI' 

DECLASSIFIED 

FIlW',(I DN TllOOY Sl!.'VlliNI'H M.,;:tING3 
FDtST TK EN 
FmST AMl'RJI.C :aN 

:aT 
SECRET 

FRi~G ORruH 28-68 (DAJer.c:.a. GJUmillN) 

A. FIFrIIM.till. OPO 5-6e(BAXTEH GilRDlm) 

T.ASK ORGi..NIZIITIOlli 
FIFTH Ni.RINblS 

SITUATIOi~ : 

FIRS'l' DN( -) FIFril MAl\IN~$ 
H&S CO(-) 1/5 
co B 1/5 
co M 3/5 
SECOND EN( -) ~"IF.rH MARlflES 
11&S co(-) 2/5 
co E 2/5 
co Ii 2/5 

A. ~NE}1I: NO CHANGE. 

:B. FRIENDLY: 

(1) ARVN FORCES CONPLm~ MISSIC'~T 1~l) . ,'IITHDRA'd FROM SOA. .' 

/1 

1
2j CO C 1/27 RELlEV'ES co 11 3/5 OFB. • .u..nE.AGlJjl 211200 APR 68. 
3 PF UNITt) A]:{D .8Lhll\t~rs OF (lAG rr~ rr'tOVlru nLOCKS SOUTH OF SOA.. 
4 . il:Lt:MENTS OF CO A F"IllSl' TK JJN(TANKS Al'Il)OW.rOS) MID OF CO 13 FIRST AmRAO 

BN DIllliCT SUPPORT o' IJ:..L T'RK VEU '.ill,L· AS3Er·c)Lii: VIC 1/27 CF II MINUS FOUR 
IIOURS AND MOV:G BY .lUI:! COL if 0 2/5 CF, TO jiRl'(!V'E I'iLT H Mlli.'US TI!O HOURS. 
ELEl"'"...811TS OIP lUV'SbC FIV.~ '.r:1~Nl'Y . ON"" OF CO:r-JHUatIVSii.:CGR\T BLOCKS EN1!!MY _ 
EGR';SS NORrH OF SOA ON. IW1 TRUY THU_ 
ALL OTI:IBR SU.l:' .. ORT NO CHilNGE. 

o • ATT .ACH-D.I!."T ~i.Cli: 

.1) CO C .Al~:O CO D 1/27 CHDl:' fM SECOND .3N FmH ,t.'j,R 'ro FIHS.r BN TW~f.I'Y 
Sl1'Vi!lfrR ri':':Ji 211000H Aht ee. 

_, (2) CQ,B 1/5 ClIOl:' Fr'l SBCOlru :3N' FIFrFI lYiARj.'O FIRS'J.' EN FIFl'l-I IvJJW. 211000H ; ... 

Al?R. {>D. •• •• • ••• •• . ... .... ' . .. . ... . . . ) 
•• : •• : • .: :. :: 1. J!,"r,TCLQSURJ.!! (4 
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(3) co 1'13/5 CHOll TO FmS'J": BN FmH MiiR 211200H l.FR 6(3. 

2. MISSION: OF D-DAY J1r H-HOUR FnTH Ml..RINES LTrA,CIG SOUTHE1l.ST TO DESTROY 
ENEMY FORCES, POSITIONS, jJID MliTERIAL IN SOA. 

3. EXEcurION: 

a. CONCEPT: TWO BNS J~:..cK SOUTEEl..sT IN SOil. :SMPLOYING :mrERMEDJ:ll.TE 
BLOCKS .t.ND SWEEPS. FHIElf.DLY Nl.V~iL UNXl1S :BLOCK ENEMY EGRESS NORTH 
Olf THUY THU Bl~Y .'J'iD SOUTH ON Cl~U lI~~I BIl-Y." TiITjEMENTS OF FIFTH r.U..R 
iilm PF lJID Ci .. G UN]TS- BLOCK DN'iiMY BGRESS SOUTHWEST. 

13. FmST 13N( -) FIFTH MlAR: ON D-Dil.Y l'lr H-HOUR 11.TT L.CK SOillI-lEiiBT IN 
Zi~ .iJMPLOYING INTL11ME:DI.lLrB BLOCKS iJID S\;fBEPS rro DESTROY mlJDMY 
FORCES. 

C. SBCOND BN( -) FIFTH Mi.R: ON D-DIJ fIr H-HOUR J[£Tl.CK SOUTHEliST IN 
ZJI. EMPLOYING INl'Elt:MiJDli~E BLOCKS :.lID SVE:G?S TO mSTROY ENEMY FORCES. 

D. THmD BN( -) FIFTH M..".R: NO CHiJTGE. 

E' 1/5 XIUl.Y: NO CHtiNGE. 

F. 2/5 XliJ .. Y: NO CHLNGE. 

G. COORD INST I 

(1) ;O;-D .. W .:iliD H-HOUR: 211400H APH 68. 

(2) SOld NE EDRY FM YD901241 lJ,ONG SI;J SHORE D .. '}l THUY TOO TO 
2.])0;0110, SB BDl:1.Y FM ZD 030110 .iLONG NW SHORE D,:'M C':.U Ui~I 
TO 1]971100. SIr! TIDRY Fr·': YD 971100 ;1,:Li.lIG ::,\! S?CiU SOi':G nii.! 

•• • • • • ••• • •• 

• • 
•• 

GIL:!G/'T.J'. L/e" J:G.'.lJAP 'r\) Y') :'53195. N~i :t3D.~,Y J.i'lVi 1:;)053195 
M.tliG ;,,( . ') ;l'() YJ.)9012i~ 1 • 

• •• • • •• •• . · • • • • • •••• • • • • •• • • • • • • • .. • •• • • • ••• • • • •• 2 illJC IL:3lfiUil 
;31!:CU)!fJ! 
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(1) urD.~:it a./}f 'f.C \ht; iillJ) 1/5 x·,jS (GU".;;U). 

(2) CiLiJ.:G.lll i(J]G'l' '~L",C 'NC lJ.i.dl~ '1'(i 4},·.75 (t·i-454) VIG0 35.L (h.·1~4). 

( 3) u··,····, ~ \. ", ;\' l' ',.',,'r;, , ... .:, . J" " I:> 1/5 (Gu

" \. ';\ '\ .. J-I_. '~\.T~ 'j, •• G J.j .. '.h.u::i ,,;"".l.I '. U.,;.lJ.i I • 

(4) }JJ~W'.i.',Ji; Wi,; TO 1/27 lJiln;:., /.:,~vr 1.1-<, i.):]) A~\IIH <. ,'j 

(5) Hi Dd{ F5Cu",iCJ · .. ~D (;]) 50.00 (i:,i-666) • 

•• •• • •• 0 • •• •• • • • • • • • 0 • 0 0 0 • •••• 0 • • ••• ••• • • • • • • 3 • • •• • •• • " •• • ••• • • • •• 
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• ~REl' 

FM: FIFrH MARINES 
TO: FIRST BN FrETE MARINES 

SECOND EN FIFTH MARrnES 

INF: OG TF XRAY 
THmD BN FIFTH MARINES 
SECOND BN ELEVENTH MARINES 
FIRST BN TW'MY S:u.'VEtn'H MlJlINES 

:ar 
SECRET 

FR'~G OR:DER 30-68 (BJ.oXrER GiffiDEN) 

1.. FIFTH M..:'.R OPO 5-66 (BfJl.!l'lllR GJIRDJllN) 

1. S!TUiiTION: 

'~ A. E'NI!!MY: Ui'DICJi.TIONS THi.T ENFOR Hl:..VE REGe VI18 OIE LRED BY SHEEP sn 
, IN Ii!) BY FIFTH MiJ!.ntcs. 

B. FRIEl'TDLY: S:FECIiIL FIttBFLY v/ILL J3.[; OPBRI.TING OVER ,LiO. <JrHEH FRIDNDLY 
FORCES NO CHiiliGB. 

2. MISSION: NO CHl..NGE 

3 • EXECurr Io:r~ : 

I.. CONClJFT : 'fWO BNS CON'r 1m I~CK 3m TO :J:'l, iliLCH iJTD HOLD .:.T 'I'Hi.T POSlT. 
ON ORool:'{ i'fllEEL ':.ND CONDUCT NIGHT ~IOV-B TO NY! TO Rllli.CE PL .'ll'i'LE ~lSiJ? 
BE :'HEri.B.ED TO CONDUCT lX.Y i.TTI.CK 1M FROM 'rEliT POSIT TO STREJ1M WINDING 
ALUNG .iJCIS OF GL YD83. 

B. FTIlST BN (-) FI.t!~H M.lllts CONr ii.TT • .GR IN Z,L. TO PL fBi.CH, HOLD Iff THl.T 
;;,'vSIT. ON onDER vnmJjlL ~J-m CONDUCT NIGHT M\;.yr: IN ZJ'~ ~1il TU }':'L Aij,IJQ. 

C. SBCOND TIN (-) FIFrH MJ..l.ll, com l~l'T:~CR IN Zi .. TC }'I, IE~\GH, HOLD liT THll.T 
POSIT. on ORmR \o~EL .ilID CUNDUCT NIGHr Mf..:iTE IN ZA m{ TO J;L ,i:.i.l'LE. 

J). COORD INST t 

(2) EST TIME OF NIGHT MOVE 1M TO COM}IENCE 240100H MR. 13NS MilliE 
11ECON TO THIS HQ NLT 232100H L);'R i~S TO J\CTUl.L TIME TO COMMENCE 
NIGlrr MOVE. 

(3) NO CHiiNGE TO BuU!-Jl)l.RIES OH ZAI S TO :i.L ~Ei..cH IJm ON l\ETORN NIGHT 
}10iTE TO J.1 1.:i:1 LE. J3l;UNDiJtI~S i'.ND Z.il.' S TO STHE;'.M iJN GL YDS 3 TEll. 

(4) ?LL.N Ol)NS TO ItEJiCH iL 1.ii LE il.S CLu3E TC FIRST LIGHT GF 24 .!'l,PR 
.. AS ~tOSfH~LE.. ••• •• 

• •• •• • • • • . .. . .... . . . '. 
~.. . .... ... . . 

(5 •• eJqM IIWM ~ !~~.N~·1t!:3lJI • .A.DJ BNS ~ 

-~ 

1 ENCLVStmE (5) 
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