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PART IT

NART IVE STILLRY

During the period 1-30 April, the PFifth Marines contimued Operation
Houston throughout +the Degimental irea of Operations., Emphasis was placed
on securing Highway 1 againet enemy inbterdiction and on denial operations
in all riece. groducing areas within the Nlegimental iC,

'Fol'Lowm;, a cocrdinstsd ememy abttack on several key bridges on 31 lerch,
all units intensified efforts to secure the MU, Troop strength was Increased
Trat oevcral points along Roube 1, improvements wore nade in coxly wrroning. ond

v

anbbshing teclinicuss and bridge defepsive pesitiong wvere Sureng'theneda

On 19 4Apmil, ths Tirst and Second Bat tallons of the Regimert began Op-
eraticn Laxter Garden, a combabt operation to locete, close with, and destroy
enemy units loccated in the Pl Thu Distriet north of Phu Bai. Contact on
‘bhlS operation con be describad as moderate to light with engagements against

enall groups of VO and WA. Cperation Daxter Garden terminated on the 26th
of the monthe Throvghout this pericd, the Third Battalion and elements of
the First and Scseond Bavtalion continued Uperstion Houston.

») »S

During 1pv':|_1 all facets of the administrative processes. et all levels of
Command within the regiment ware insrectced by the iLssistant Chief of Btaff,
G-1, Task T'orce X-itay.
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b, Cumletive cnemy losses during the reporting pexiod,

(1)
(2)

{e) 2 TICTa 3TRILM

{z) 35 u=apons Coptured

(4) CAY 2pd AWK Units in the Sth larines 40 received 7 "FOI crmT
during the reporbing pariod,

¢, Significa~® ‘avects of Enemy, Weether and Tewrroin.

(1) dnewmy

(=) he patiern of enemy movement in the 40 during April was
toted by lor considerations, specifically, thé srthering of

6 ut contact, aU'nﬁntec br interromeiion end agent reports showed
he encmy to be invelved in neerly nightly attcnmpis to traverse Route .1
fxom the monnsein bese arces to the rich vice ficlds of the coest. The ef-
Yort of the encmy met with meny difficulties ss elements of the 5th Marines
reached to intellig znd interdicted his movemens.

rity of contects vith the enemy during April showed
im $0 ve zeluctont tedn any enseccment end te be in feet, avoiding

I
conbre s o8 much as

g s mede on gearch and clesr missions performed as
APCH; and the contect incidents of Reconnaissouice . cle-

nat the enemy wes moving north from his deep mountain bases

' “he torgets developed by thege isolcted cone

ond oppercnt estimptc by the éneny to ccnnoll’mtc

"N

-2 , BaCHHT

X

)
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(d) COverasion RAXTER G/RTEN was comducted Yo disrupt the enemy's
suppesed intention tn masz in thé coastsl lowlend srea of Thu Thu (D). The
extant of the c¢veryia iniluen in thzs area was reflected in the uncooperative,
sullen reaction of 3 patives the presence of Marines., Numercus mines and
booky tveps were enccuntered. '

o+
o

(2) Weathsr, Throughout the month, the westher was clear to partly
c‘.l.oudy, with ocoassional light rain. Support provided by the 1st Marine Jdir

Ving was erbanced Sy the favorsble conditions.

(3) Terrain. Contimuing compilation of terrain intelligence by the
operatn:m forces contrib J'*d to the increasing stcre of information that can
re a dily provided to unit commenders. Helicopter Landing Zones, trails,

icaticns and any waususl terrain features were recorded.

reports were received of the exlestemce of the 224 W.. Regi-
ment in the western sector of the 0. Informabion evaileble indicated thet
this unit is the foxicr Hue Monicipel Unit, enlarged in both strength and
scopz of mission,

(2) Intelligence received frml local village and hamlet sources testi-
fied to the incressing effooctivensrs ~f btoth the tactical and inbtelligence
gathering cotivit gimeni-c

ies 0of the Do

5 » the period 1 April through 30 /Lpril the following

g vy persomael of this command,.
3usic Organie Supply lccounting Danang !
Hasic Infaniry Weapors depairv Ukinawa 3
Basic wrmmo Tech Ukinava 2
Vietnamese Lnnblugc Daneng 4
Vietnamese L aguege Okinawa 2
L":mbarkation {inlisted) Danang 4
KY 23/3% Maintenance Daneng 1
Pmbvarkation Course (Officex) Okinawa 1
Frojoction Uperator Course Danang 4

"he Pegiment contirued Ite 5 day Indoctrination Training for all per-
crnzl assigned to the 5th ;Iq*‘lnes.
4» Operations. During the month of ipril, all operationel efforts of the
vegimen 8 ncludsd din dwo named Operations, Operation HOUSTON and Op-
gration DAJIMR CURDUN.

N
1
M
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In Operation INUUSLON, engineere contimicd improvenent of the highway for
convoy traffic, and the Regiment conducted Thmerous small unit operations to
prevent cneny from massing end cenducting cocrdinated attscks on bridees and
%o provide sceourity ‘for the engincer unifs repeiring and improving Route *.
\wel'd rul IV L G wESer action ..eport)

In coordination with GVH representotives, the degiment bepon an exten-
sive Rice Beniel Operasvion. AlL units conducted patrols and surveillance
activities throughout rice growing arens. All known supply routes and ac-
cess routes to the Tice areas were hesvily smbughed. Small unit search and
clear operabions were conducted to located enemy rice caches throughout the 0.

On 19 April Opsretion Do Giakilsd commenced along the sandy peninsule
in Fhu Tk Province north of Yhn Bai (ef: ranl IV Billiud GARDul After Ace-

tion Repart).

Inemy contact throughout the area of opersztions continued to be light,
howevaer enemy movement 3id increase, particulsarly rice carrier parties at-
tempting to reech the fertile rice growing srecs.,

Intelligence scurces indicabted that cnemy units were massing for pose
s8ible attrcks cn bridses and {ixed enemy installations within the Regimental
Area Of Uwsrations, howsver mo siznificant large ensagemenis were cnccuntered
during Apwil,

» The 24 Battalion, 11th Marines continued Lo be in direct support of
¢h Marines. During the month of ipril the principle effort of the
ion wes directed to the eup,ort c¢f Opsrations HOUSTON AND BAXTER GARDEN.

da e

io
following missions were fired in suuport of the Fifth Morine Regimenti

083 ULURS L&T
456 468 413

TP ION SXcBSHDTIURS

C A IRk SO IURINES RECUL ARG £t
155mm How 265 124, 592 ©
105mm How 14417 1291 5448 98
42" Horser 2914 | 0 0 °

‘During the month of April elements of the 28 Battelion wes credited with
56 enemy ¥IA, 25 encmy WIi, 2 enemy forced to surrender, 6 concrete emplace-
ments desiroyed, © obther structurcs destroyed, 5 structurcs damoged, and 6
secondary explosicns, f(fore listed surveillamces confirmed by liarine for-
wzrd obgervere, recon inserts snd We 5. Army advisors operating with the ARVE,

Sedd SiECHAT
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mizsions wexe flown in suppert of the llegi-

Medical vas

ation 94

Tactical Lir ikes ‘ 84
Flare Shipe 13
Lepial Observers 84
Troop Lifts (totalling 1,864 troops) 11
Togistics (totalling 185,7C0 1bs) 17
Cunships : 4100
Command and Control 50
Administration 50
Visual Heoconnalssance ie
Unit Commander )
Total Missions A96

7. Logistica. Operation HOUZFUN contimmed through the month with pro-
cedures as established over the previcus two months. Ho innovations were

Concurrertly with HOUSTON, Uperation BIXTLit G.DLN was run from 19-26
April, To cupport it an IST and supply point was set up at 1Z 405 (Phu Baf
Ball Park) to shorten supply lines, Heavy ammo was flown from the IZ at
ASY-1 until 24 4pril ab which time a fire and resultant explosions closed

Yug ASP.  Roesupply for those items of ammo was shifted to Cauw Doi without
ncident,

]

w38 of Class IV are being used. to osvabiish delensive poeltigns
gy bridges. :

DROANG K

i requested change of allwance of iegiment to include 8 .50 Caliber

lachine Gung was disapproved by the Commerding General.

The pupply system has reacted to meet Regimert's reguest for 13680 meals
RPs monthly. During ipril 150 cases {3608 meals) wora drawn.

Upgrading of Qoute 1 continued, with completion of timber trestle bridges
on the Troui itiver, Kuoc Hgot Liver and Thua Luu River.

G mrunicaticns, During the month of Lpril 1968 the Regimental Command
Post displaced from Phu Bed (YDS58131) to Cou Doi Peninsula (ZD055029) to en-

ntm

1A ENA

¢ conmand o

L oo Ol

of tactical units during Operation HOUSTON. The
regquired were established by the advance party on
Arvil, on reburn to Phu Bai.

35 SOCRID
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7
ns ingtellod botween Yhu Bei (T8501351)
ans ‘92“0 5; on, 2 Anril. :

o, 11th Marines
bligheo at Ceu
its Command

2nd Bettrlion,

.,11~»p0“cu1r1b 2nd Battalio
7“021, and rces
ihien the 2n Mzrincs disploc

Pn-s nlLuU 7 hlvo ‘provideos sexvice to the

P Wy

E
e

al of 356 oatlonua were treated
o referrals from battelions
tions were ad-
: vy of thesc immunizotions
 Comnany porsonnel. 4 Regimental Aid
forvaxd CL st Cen Doi and acdqﬂ tely provided

. s ol da el 3
@lemz@Ls ot Shovw Locatione

Re@ mintal Dental Clinic operated
pte) gnc coveraze to all Merine
ompanics rcturning to Fhu Bai

sed ond trented in the combined dene-

[e]

11« g;ggg; feirg. During April, a pilod mhilu > Wwes held ot Vinh Loc District
)Ohndu 04 rolled osts, wml pr wheat, and corn meal verc
the wwovle by the diptrict
d llV”r:d 144
ore nedically

WG ilmhfnbutbQ
lons of
v mnedaa:
0 AnJuny vas

I U-6, 70 1bs of soap, 25 1bs of clothes and 20 lbs
‘o childwen in & Catholic orphsneage.
ar the end of Lpril, €0 bases of cenent were delivered to the widow of

32 Forces sguad leader who reccived the U. 5, Silver 5tar awsrd., This
will be used along with sulscquent materi-ls to rebuild her home,

the T Loc district chiefl to
ings.

snsporte ELOD wirs nlso avnileble to
transport cerent from Hue to Flw Loc by the S5th ¥

Lluu“ Oﬁjuh’ubo the pruﬂr mn oi the
3e hs a reenlt, 6 Ho
the Chieu lloi progre R
> planncd in conJunctlon with

56
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¢ halls vgre dig rlhut d by lgCo and 3rd Bn,
..;,M-rcw Was ted on o lirgor scale
sotbeliong including 2nd Bn, 11th Morincs
teom was used to support S5th Marines

r
Lo

¢ Nerimental Chaplein provided
cobed in Fhe Baid, battolions
3 seticn pletoons and bridge sec=-

1%. Chaplain, During the month
Xor) ;LO,_;l‘\.lcnt,

.
acdin
aarae

3y SRCTLAP
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HEADGUARTERS
Task Force XRay - :
lst Marine Division (Rein), FMF Umf_lo_,_.,r“/;g

- FPO San Franc:.sco, California 96602 ‘
B/DKP/rhb

68 0249y %Moy 1968
cory_ 0 OF_s/i‘ '

From: Commanding General COPIES T
To: Commander, United States Military Assistance Command Vietnam
(&ttn: MACJ 343 ), AFO U.S, Forces, 96222
Via: (1) Commanding General, lst Marine Division Rewn), FMP
(2) Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force

Subj: Combat After Action Report, Operation BAXTER GARDEN

Ref: (a) MACV DIR 335-8 of 1 Sep 67
(b) 1st MarDiv O 3480.1A

Fncl: (1) 5th Marines Combat After Action ideport, Cperation BAXTEL CARCIN

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded in accordance with the provisions of
references (a) and (b)

2. Several problems were encountered during the operation concerning lew~
flying aircraft and exlstlng air corridors over the operating area ac
stated in paragraph 6(b) of Enclosure (2) to Enclosure (1). The proximity
cf the Phu Bal asirfield to the operating area and its aprrosch corridors,
which passed over the operating area, caused naval gunfire and artillery
checkfires due to aircraft flying in these corridors. In the future,
requests will be made to Fhu Bal Alirbase Operations to adjust the approach
corridors to the airfield during planned operations in the BAXTEM GARINEN
area when it is anticipzted that existing corridors will interfere with
the emrloyment of supporting arms. Artillery and naval gunfire checkfires
were also necessary during the operation due to low-flying sircraft that
appeared to disregard existing vrccedures for SAVAFLANES. At ¢he time of
Cperation BAXTFR GARDEN, U.S. Army aircraft in the Phu Bal area did not
vse the SAVAPLANE system. Since that time, liaison has been effected betwzen
Marine Corps and Army headquarters in the Phu Bal area and Army eviation
units are now using the SAVAFLANE system. This should prevent the problems
encountered during the operation frem recurring in the future.

Fes L ,7/ S &4 ’_r%?,h/ / "

7 JOHN N. MCLAUGHLIN

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAG T To;~ %’31&’ .
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29 April 1960

A

froms Cormanding: Officer

To: Cormandins General, Task Force XiaY

Subj: Comhat Aftcr Action Repert for Oporation BoadiR GARDREN

Ref:  (a) 1etitazlive 3400,1A
S5th horines U0 5-60

5th Marines Fros0Q 2866
5th knrines Frac0 30«08

' Encls /(

g)
)
)} Pirst Battslion, Pifth Mexincs aftcr Action Aeport }FM
) Aep?
)
)
)

68 029@X
corr_/0 or 41 Cudlzy

1

j(2 Secon? Battalion, Pifth Morines After .letion Repors
3} Fifth Marines Op0 5-60
4) ®ifth Marines Prasd 20-68

A5) Pifth Morines Frasl 30-68

1 Cote Yzme. Oporation bBaXiux GARDEN.

.. 24, Dates of Opcrntion.

1903CCH April 1963 to 261200H April 1963.

34 Location of Cporation. im Thu District, Thua Thien krovince, KHepublie

of;? Vietnan,

{
J
4 Comnend Healquarters.

Fifth liarine He;;iment

4 |
. 5* Pask Orranization

l

i Cue
H

Pifth Marincse
24 3n (#cin), 5th Merines
H&s Co (=), 2/5
Co 4, 2/5
Co M, 2/5
Co C, 1/27
Co B, 1/27

b, 211900H April 196C to 261200H April 1904

Pif$h Marincs

a *e oe» L 4 LR N ) LA
DO ECGE ATED 1T 3 YEARYRTERVALS, ERIRAEIE:

DECLASSIF(LD AFTER 12 YEARS: *
DOD DIB 52000
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1906000 April 1968 to 2114004 April 1965
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COL R, D. DOHN

N, XA
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first #n (=), Sth Marines I9CGOL R4 Ho THOMSOW
&S Co (-}, 1/5
Co B 1/5
Co M 3/ .

Second Dn (-) 9th warlnos LPCOL & Co CHuATHAN Jita
183 Co (~) 2/5 '
Co i, 2/5
Co H, 2/5

6. Supgort;ng Forces

a. Artillery. On D=1 Day(18 April 1968) a provisional battery consisting

of four 105mm lowitzers wes formed and displaced to the northemn side of

Phu Bai(Grid 8915) to provide a direct support battery for Second Battalion,
Fifth Merines, On D-Day, Whiskey Battery, 24 Battalion, 13th Marines wos
displaced to Combined Aotion Company Alpha's 9051t10n(Grid Square 8717),

to provide direct suppert for 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, Delta Battery,

11th Marines was elso placed in direct support of 1ist Battalion, 5th Marines
during the southern portion of the operation from Delta Battery permanent
position{Grid Square 9307). The provisional 8" Howltzer Battery located at
Phu Bai provided reinforcing fires for hoth Battalions ggplng the operation,

On D+3(Phase II), Delta Batiery was tasked with supporting Company b,
2d& Battalion, 5th Marines when a helocopter lift vas made t0 the southern
portion of the operating area.

The U.5.5. Cone provlded direct supyort fa 2d Battaelion, 5th Marines
diring the period 22 April 1968 through 25 April 1968,

Throughout the operation communication difficulties with the conduct
of fire net nccessitated putiing vhiskey Battery end the Provisional Howitzer
Bagtery on a common Conduct of Fire Net to answer oalla of fire for both
battalions,

Timeliness of artillery support proved to bg very good, in that permament
SAVE=~A-PLANES were established prior to commencement of the operation, and
a liasison team from 5th Merines FSCC was established with the Pistrict Chief
to insure quick olearance of all missions. Oontect missions everaged 3=5
mimites from reouest to impect, aqd rguxlne missions averaged 10-15 minutes,

by Air Support. During Operation Baxter Garden weather was generally
good, and therefore air support was constantly avallable. o

The operatlon vas primerily supported by ecix ulth Marlne helicopters
making six tactical troop 1ifts of 1860 combat Marines and 49000 pounds of
equipment, Marine TACA/AO's controlled six flights of preplenned fixed wing
strikes preparing the landing zones; eight on call fliuhts with special
ordnance and 29 flights off the hot pad, Three flights of gunships were
utilized as escoxt for assault alrcraft whlle an addltional 18 flights were
utilized in close support,

’e e, see . 2-. Y
L] e o .. ® 'Y o 3 Y °
PO e ""o:' ‘.ooo : B ‘*‘5:"’: ) : : ":’:". o . ¥ iy "“.HHEI;.A:SSIFIED-'J
L [ (X} » oo Y . ! . .
- a- 4 %8 Tese o ey .o }
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On call request were submitted by controlling units via the FM TACP
net and forwarded to DASC via telephone with reaction time of 15 to 30
minutes for both fixed wing znd gunships. Overall effectivencss was
considered outstanding with 17 confirmed kills, several secondary explosioms,
and several fortified positions destroyed.

Direct support helicopters were utilized to 1ift the majority of the
15000 pound por day resupply redquirement.

c. Tanks and Ontos. Tanks and Ontos were employed on Phase II of the
operation and proved to be an effective direct fire support. The Ontos
encountered problem traversing flooded rice paddies, and were stuck on
several occasions, deleying the movement of the units. Tanks had no trouble
in movement, and were credited with 6 enemy kills.

d. ARNV FORCES. The ARVN forces were not supporting forces for operation

Baxter Garden, but the operation LAM SUN 214 conducted by the 21st and 39th
Ranger Battalion in conjunction with Operation Baxter Garden did effect the
operation end should be mentioned herein. The ARVN Ranger Battalions cone !
ducted swecps for 48 hours of the operation in the northern portion of the

A0, and the tuwo operations scrved as blocking forces for each other. Lam

Son 214 resulted in 36 enemy killed, 13 individual weapons captured, end

1 erew served weapon captured.

7. Intelligence.

a. Gstimate of enemy stren;th, location, disposition and situation .
prior to operatioun.

'The intelligence available on the area of operation was sparse
and essentially limited to information develojed during Operation Ford end.
gome low level agent reports. Ticditional enemy presence in the area indi-~
cated that elemcnts of the C117 LF Company would be encountered. TFatierns
of enemy movcment during the retrogr:dc following the Tet Offensive india-.’
cated that the 802d and 004th Baitolions had dpercted in the area briefly
during Mexch end the possibility éxisted that elemcnta of these units were
gtill in the aread

.~ The string of villages extending Si from grid TD880232 to
YH030207 were considered 1o contain enemy units snd to be fortified to some
degsree, bporadic cont:ict wes anticipated with units ranging from fire team to
platoon size in the larger villases as the route of march progressed. Hx-
tensive use of mines and booby twaps was also expected,i

The enémy gituation and mission was considered to be the per-
formance of housekeeping tasks, i.e., maintenance of fortified villanes,
caches, and troining cadres.

be dnemy strensth and situcation actvally found.

oe es  eoe . eoe o
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The cencmy strensth and disposition encountered was fairly
closc to thot cxpecteds RMine and hoohy trap incicdents wers frequent and
fortificd villascs were loceted throughout., The encrmy' teotics cohaibtdd
primarily of sniping and harassing with only one largo enragement, and that
not being of the cnemy's choosing. It is possible thot the contacts nadé
were, for the most perd, dclayin; actions to cover the movement of larger
units to the enemy rcur, althoush meriel observetion did not note movement
of this sort. . '

Documents and priscners indicated the vresence of units not
previously encountered and exuected in the srca. Inberrogotion reverled
that a rnew unit, the Phu Vong (2) drmed Renrer Platoon was located in the
vicinity of zrid square YDOG22., 4An asent report roceived the same day, 19
April, by 1st CIP reporte? the presence of the I'M16 Ranrer Compeny in vie-
inity ;rid square Y08222., It is possible thot this unit is a redesignation
of the €116 LF Company, but may be a newly orsanized unit, Docunent inter-
pretation indicated the presence of elements of the KS Bn. No evidence was
developed to verify the presence of the C117 L¥ Company.

The torrain is as indiceted on the map, flat, sandy, and punc-
tuated by treelines and villages. Trafficability for tracked vehicles is
goods for whneeled vehicles, poor. '

The attitude of the populace was sullen and uncooperative, indi-.
cative of the considerahle extent of encmy dominavion in the area. Captured
documents rcevealed a well estoblished and orgenized NLF apperetus in the area,
opercting os the effective -ovecrnrent in the villages,

S. lission. Un L-Hour of D-Day land in desisnated La't and scerch to lo-
cate and destroy enemy forces, material, and positionsi and block to support

other allied forces conduvcting senrch and destroy operations in assignced 40,

9. Conccat of Cucrations.

a. On D-1 Dz two companies esteblish blocking positions on south and
north flenks of AC. At L-hour on D-Nlay three compsnies lendod in three 1Z°S
in eastern portion of AU and att~cked to blocking positions to support sweep
from the west to east by two ARVY Battelions. OUn sbout D+1 day blocks athwart
&0 were disestablished and flanking blocks were cstablished to south and
esst,. One battalicn then atiscked south. "

b. On D+2 days two hattalions att-cked southeast in S0A employing inter-
mediate blocks and sweeps. Friendly Lovel units bHlocked enemy erxess north
on Thuy Thu Bay and south on Ceu Hai Bay. Llements of Fifth lsrines; I'F and
CeG units hlocked encmy esress southeast. On 44 davs the two baticlions
continued attack southeast to Phase Line ¥eoch and held at that position.
Berly morning of ™5 batt:lions reversed dircotion and conducted nisht march
to morthwest tc reach rhase Line spule by first light. At Lirst lizht hoth
battzlions conducted day atiock to stream winding slong oxis of ;xid line
D33, ‘ ‘
UICLASSTFIRY
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10. Excoution

a. Scc Bnelosures (1) and (2).

Y, Opcration BAXI:R GARD:N commenced 130800l with the helo lift of the
2nd Bn 5th Marines (Rein) into LZ DODO YDSG5235, LZ QUAIL YD380220, and L%
GRUUSSE YD870210, Troop lift was completed without ineident,

c. ARVY sweep commenccd from west to eost in nmorthern AQ at about 1909001
and encountered moderate smell arms contact,

d. At 190900H Co B 2/5 vicinity YD004226 besan roceiving smell arms fire
from encmy entrenched in treeline. Company B returncd small nrms and mas
neuvers on enemy. rosition was tuken and in addition to 1 VO KI4, snd 5 indi.
vidual weapons, several meps and assorted documenis werc found. 1 Merine was
killed in the action. As Company i continued 1o move tovorg objectives, they
received moderate haressing fire with no casualties resulting on either side.

e. 4t 191520H Co E rececived small erms and B=-40 rocket fire from an
estimated platoon of cnemy locoied at YDB45234. Compeny rcturned small arms{—
and GOMM mortar fire end maneuvcred on enemy. Co E gwept through cnemy posi-
tion finding 4 VC KI4, 3 Detainces, 5 individual weapons, and 1 crew served
weapon. One Horine was killed encd 5 wounded and cvecuated.

f. At 191800H oll units began establishing night defensive positions
and numerous ambushes employed, but no enemy movement was detected,

€« At 192000H Company 3 1/5 received 20 rounds 60Mi mortar fire from
enemy located at YDB64218, Counter smortar fire was returned, howcver sweedp
of ayea the ncxt morning wes condscted with nepative results, Seven Maripes

vere. vounded and cvsounted,

h. On 19 April in addirfon to thosc casunlties listed above, 1 USMC
‘was wounded and cvacuateds 7 USHD werc wounded but not evacuated, and 1 USHT
vwas cvecuated s a non oettle cosualty an’ additional Detaince was picked hp
by 2nd Battalion ' '

i. At 20pg05H Company B 1/5 rcceived small arms, 82MM morter fire, and
CS sas grepedes from o platoon of cnemy located in treecline at YD868233, Go
B returned smoll arms called and raeccived artillery support, air strikes, an
gunbi»t sapport, €S wos employed by cnemy, but had nezetive effect =g compe
-» domned their gos masks and assaulted the enemy position. Search of area o
vealec.l 3 individual weapons, 2 crew served vagions, and 9 NWA KIA. 1 i*=iaririe
w4s killed ~nd 11 wounded and cvacuated. Co B contimueg to yuarsue cnery and
engeged them again ot 14201 vicinity YDOB1231, Adr strikes wero agnin eme
‘pZ'Loyed and a search reveslod 11 NWAi killed by air, 3 ¥ Kii, and vorious
kinds of ammmnition. 2 Morines were killed and 2 wounded and evacunted.

;; At 2018301 Compony & 2/5 while estchlisbing night defensive position.
rece;vcd.23 rounds $2il1 mortar fire from cnery jocated at YDB64218, Counter ’
f:?;'t:.:r fu? was called from artilicry end mortsr fire ceascd., 2 Merines wer

illed ana™t12 wo:.l.nded and ovocunieds Seoxreh of oreo at first lizht revecled

- 2'VC K14, L
: . e 19y W
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k. On 20 April on edditionzl 5 Marincs were killed and 6 werc wounded
and evocunted primarily from suprise explosive devices and scattiered contacts.
0 additional USMC wecre wounded but not evecuated ond 1 Marine was cvscuated
as a non baitle casualty, 1 additional Detaince was piclted up and 2 additional
individuel weapon wags captured. '

1. At 210000H Compinies 3D 1/27 were relesnsed fro- the blocking posi-
tions and returned to the operstional control of their parents unit. The two
ARVY iien,.ecr Bns also corivlcted Tam Son 214 and rciurncd to A4yl Cr.,

me A&t 2113351 Co Ii 2/5 cdetceted 1 VO in o spider hole. Co H killed VC
and gapturcd 1 individual weapon.

n. At 211400 1/5 (-)&2/5 (~)begen an attack southeast down the peninsula.
The enamy hed employed extensive surprisc cxplosive devices in the arce and
several Marines vexciwunded end ev: cuated as a wesult.

" 0. OUn 21 April 3 WA vcre killed and 1 Detainee was picked up in scat-
tered contacts. 6 additional Morines were wounded and evaocucted. ’

p. At 2206001 all units continued attack southesst toward Phasc Line Ap-
plg. Agmin extensive explosive deviocs were encountered and at 0615H Co B 2/5
soffercd T Marines woundcd and cvacuaicd from o chain of ¥-26 grenadces deto-
nated by & Morine. 2/5 (<) contimued to encounter surprise exploaive devites
theoughont the dey. -

d. On 22 April an additional 14 USKMC were wounded and evacuated and % US:
werewunded but not evacuated. 3 additional Detainees were picked up, and ¥%
reclassified 3 Detainees as Iniocent Civilisns, 5 as Civil Defendants and 1
es w W Reburnee, 1 USMC was evacuated as an NIC. :

Fo At 2310151 a squed from Co H 2/5 recceived small arms fire from 5 V{,
 Sgued returned fire end mancuwgred om encrmy. A sweep of area revealed 1 V¢ KI
An additional 1 VC KIA was discdvered having been killed vhile setting o sur-
prise.erplogive device, 8 USIC werewunded and evacuated, 2 received minoy

wounds ond 2 Vietnamese vere detained.

s. A4t 2400011 Co I besan night march north from Yhase Line Fesch, fpla-
loved by 1/5 (-) and 2/5 (~) at 2402000, Night march vas mede quickly and ef-
ficiently, and at first light, all units wcre on Phose Line Apple and pre~
Jaged attack north. Light cowi-ct resulted sad 1 V6 was killed by Co M :
fnd 1 %’ was killcd by Co B 1/5. 6 liarines were woundsd and eva.cuateg. 35

t. 4t 240930H it was discovered that %o Morines had been lost in night
march and ARV reported thot the 2 Marines had been csptured. 1 Platoon and
tanks were dispatched to find Marines, Co i wus helilifted into area and bege.

search for MIA's.

u, At 2506000 1/5 (-) returncd to LZ and prepared for extroction from AG,
Co B 2/5 comtinued seaxch for MIA's with negotive results, and began sweep
norsh up the peninsula to link up with 2/5 (-).

ve At 251830H Co & 2/5 disccvered cnemy ambush at YD945200. At ap'_,rox-*
imately the same time JShe enemy, ambush bbzan firing on Co B, tanks and IVT's

that wege poying gout]s ko geeteCq & sighted the ambush. Together tinks and
infmtry:?;sffy:&a?, enchy? w%th puport from HULY gunbirds. 17 MVA vere killed.

6 -
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46 Marincs reccived minor wounds, In addition ITT reclassified 7 Dcta.inet}s\/
as Innocent Civilians and 1 .as Crul Defendant .

%, At 261200H 2/5(-) wes extracted from AD and Operation Baxter Gexden
terminated. ,

- 44« Regults

ae Ue S. Marine Corps Persomnel b, Eneny Personncl

KIA 13 ' NVA KIA n 40
WIAE 86 \ VC KIa o7 15
WIANE -39 DET AINEES ", 15
‘MIA 2 : - INNOCENT CIVILIANS 10
NBCE 3 CIVIL DEFENDENTS é
: VC RZPURNEES 1
INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS
CAPTUR:D 14
' CREY SEAVED rr,.u’oms
. : _ CAPTURED . ¥

12, Administratjve mafte:cs

Resupply. Three days of Class I, high usage Class II and Class ¥
(5,5‘5@, T.62mm, M-26 grenans and M-79 rounds) was prestaged at LZ 405,
Phreo days of Class V (60mm, S1mm, 106mm, 90mm, 3.5", LAAW were staged at
A3P;1 LZ. Both 1st Battalion and 2nd Battalion, Fifth Marines drew additicnal
hord dollar items from stock @8 reguired. Class III resupplies were: pro-
vided by the supportinz unit with oxception of Amtracs for whom the batialions
drew POL. All ammo staged at ASi-1 L2 w-s destroyed by fire on 24 April and
ammo of those types was drawn from Can Doi LSA unitl completion of operation.
A1l resupply requests were made by HS! and all resupply was effected by °
balicopter. ,

‘b, Maintenance. First end second echelon pexformed by units: Contact
. teams for ordnance and electromcs vere on call from ¥L5G+A, however, they

vere not necded. % .
L
. X
¢c. Trestment of Casunsltics, ivacustion and Hospitalization. Second Bat- \E—:
- talion, 5th Marines established BAS in the 7Tield. Helicopter evacuations were \$
vtilized whenever necessary. , , , \ :é‘*
=]

d. Transportetion. Helicopiers were utilized to transport troops during
a1l phasces of the operation. :

€. Communicetions.

(1) During the entire period of Opecratiom BAXFER GARDEY commmicabions

wes satisfactory. The A/PRC-25 and RT-524 ra d;.o equipment once aga d
highly reliable for *ua.ct:.éa.l communications, e seain p?ove

(2) Due to the large amount of friendly forces in the Northern Sec-
tor of 1 Co;;ps f;eqygnoy.mt&‘.fcrence problems with other units were comnon-

RN N | iy
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and excessive changing of frequency assignments for use by tactjcal units
vas necessary. The assignment of "SOLE USIR" frequency assignments for Reg-
imental and Battolion Tactical Nets would greatly alleviate this problem.

(3) Terrain was poor ‘in the BIXTER G.RIEN area for wheeled vehicles
end when helilift of the AN/MRC-109 radio vehicle became impracticable the
cquipment was returned to the rear headquarters, In order to contimue %o
maintain a secure radio circuit capability, KY-8 cryptographic equipment was
easily installed in a IVTP-5 lmphibious Tractors which were'aseisned to both
9t and .2nd dettalions, 9th Marines,

(4) Due to the toctical requirement for rapid mobility of the mas
neuver baitalions radio relay circuits were not installed and radic was the

primary means of communications,

13, Sgecial Equipment and Techniques. Nonee.

14. Commenders Anglysis

On D-Dey the Segcond Battalion (=) (Rein) commenced Operation BAXTiH
GAlDEK by helo 1ift and sweyt west with blocks provided by 2 companies to
the north end south. Initisl contect was light, encountering only sporadic
sniper fire, indieative of locel V¢ harassing toctics. In the eaxly after-
noon, however, o disciplined platocn size unit employing both B-40 rockets
and (Omm mortars was encountered,.indicating that NVA elements were also in
the arec.

Throughout the remainder of D-Day and into 41, contact continued to
be moderate with enemy units of platoon size or smallcr. ULnemy seemed to
be using delaying tectics end it is a possibility they were screening for
. larger units as they moved out of the arcn. :

On D+2, the First Battalion (-) was introduced into Operetion BAXI:R
GaBDE and the two battolions begon sweeps souithesst slong the Perinsula.
?hroughout the remainder of the operation, uatil D+6, contict continued
to be very light, indicoting the enemy had either left the areun entirely
or hidden undersround. DNumerous tunnels were discovered and searched with
negative results. ' '

The enemy did employ extensive curprise explosive devices which ham-
pered movement of both battalions and resulted in several casuclties,

On D+6, the enemy attempted an ambush of one comyany as it returned
north up the peninsula, Tanks and IVI's were emploved along with IULY
sunships., This resulted in 17 NVA confirmed kills with no scrious friendly -
casugaltics and was the most sisnificeont contect of the operntion,

This command concurs with para. 13 of ref (b) ia that terrain is wn--
suitchle for lsrge units to opersie in the erca for extended .eriods of
time. It ap.ecxrs enemy units move through the arca to pother rice, and are
nesitant to engoge large units, Fortified'treelines ana villases vere dis
covered,, hoygver, they apugared,to be old and unused. ' ‘

- e @ L] L] L] * [ ] . .
! . .
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Tracked vehicles provided units with flexibility and immediate support
to react to any enemy contact. The Ontos had a few problems crossing flooded
terrain, ditches, and streams. Tanks and LVi's proved to be a great asset.

" Air end artillery support wag guick and effective due to preplanmed
missions, precleared areas, and direct liaison with the district chief %o
"clear arens for contect missions. Units could count on supporting arms in e
matter of minutes. Air support was the best I have encountzred. Helicopter
support, in particulor vwes outstanding. This wes due in part to the ex-
cellent cooperation between MiG %6 and the Sth Mavines and further to tue
briefing helicopter elements received prior to participation, &Hye to eye
briefing and contnet with helicopter units is essential if their capability
is to be fully exploited. '

15. Recommendotions: None,

D Gt

Re D, BOHN
.oo. .00. c:o : i:o [T )
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. Copy ___ of 50 Coples SR
‘ Hqy 5th th Marines o
b; Task Force XRAY . :
e 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
Phu Bai, Republic of Vletna.m
181000H Apr 1968 '
Operation Order 5-68 ( . o ) . |
Ref: (a) Maps: S Vietnam 13 50,000 LiMS Series L7014 Sheets 6541
I and IV; and 6542 III
(b) CC TP XRLY Fragd 21-68
( ; 5th Mar Op0 301-68 ‘
(4) 5th Max-4d0 301-68 . . T ey
(e) 5th Mar C20I R 91 § “:’7335? S&C FILES
1. smuw . L
e, Enemy Forces ;o
. ) innex B (Intelligencé).
(2) Current INTSUMs.
b. Friendly Forces
| (1)".‘Ai'r Support . 181: MW provides f:.xed and rotary wing and -
A0 support.
. | Gw:v I
2) Artillery Support ‘ ‘ ADED 4y
(2) illery Suppor L cléiiﬁ & Yezp .
(a) 1st FiG, General Supporti =~ ~-~QJJDIR 'J‘fﬁ iz ‘{f ey
e " Saqyg s,
1 Btry B, 1=t Bn, 11th Marines '
2 2d Plat, 34 8 Inch How Btry -
3 1st 155mm Gun Btry ’
‘ o - 4 Prov 105mm How Btry (usulgned DS mission, )

(v) 23 B {Rem), 116h Mogines, Direct Support

(3) Tonk and AP Support. On about D+3 days to llnk up with
elements of. Sth Ma.rlnesz

(a) 2d Plet, Co 4, 1st Tk Bn, Dircet Support

(6) 2d Plat, Co & [T, 15t Tk Bn, Direct Support

-(4). 1st_iRVE Div. Elements of the 1st ARVN Div sweep from west
to east in AD Yo search, loco.to, end destroy enemy forces,
materiel, and positions. Jfnnex C. (Oper ations Overlay).

¢, JAttachments and Detachments

(1), 803, 18§ By,,5th Marines CHOPa to 2d Bn, 5th Marinee at
:*"s 1 reT300M Ja 1068

ee’ saecs o o o OO..
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(2) Co 4 ond Co B, 1st Brn, 27th Morines CHOP to 5th Marines an
conerrently CHOP to 2d Bn, 5th Marines at 181200H iApr 1968.

MISSION

On D-Dey at L-Hour land in designated LZs and seerch to locate and
destroy enemy forces, materiel, ond positions; and block to support
other allied forces conducting secrch end destroy operations in as-
signed AQ. .

CXECUT ION

&» Concept. On D-1 dey two companies establich blocking positions
on south and ncrth flanks of AO0. A4t L-Hour on D-Day three com-
panies lend in three. LZs in eastern portion of A0 and attack to
blocking positions to support sweep from west to east by three
IRVN bettalions. On about D+3 doys disestablish blocks athwert
L0 and recstablish flanking blocks further to south and east.
One battalion then atbacks south. '

bi 1st Bn (-), 5th Marines .

(1) Continue mission cssigned by ref (c).
(2) it ebout 181200H Apr 68 CHOP Co B 1/5 to 28 Bn, 5th Marines.

(3) On about D+3 be prepared to resume OPCON of Co B 1/5 and
commence operations in Phu Thu earea.

24 Bn (Rein), 5th Marines

{1) On D=1 day estoblish blocking positions with two companies
cn the north and south flanks of the A0 to channclize end
block enemy forces.

{2) it L-Hour on D-Day land threée compenies in designated LZs by
helicopter and attack west to blocking positions to block .
cnemy movement.

(5) On about D+3 days be prepared to CHOF atteched rifle companies
out end continue to conduct operations south cnd east in the
Phu Thu area,

d. XRLY, 2d Bn, 5th Merines. Continue mission assigned 2d Bn, 5th
Marines by ref (c).

e. 34 Bn (-), 5th Merines. Continue mission assighed by ref (c).

f. Coordinating Instructions

(1) D-Day ond H/L-Hour. 190800H Lpr 1968.

00-2% ¢ SECRET
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(2). Lsmdme: Zones

i
¥
3%

(a) nbao VD885235.
(b) QULIL YD880220.
(¢) GROUSE YDBT70210.

(3) Thrust Foints

. (a) 4 Riveri  YD9023. - '

(b) fmy Dog:. YD9320,:

(o) kny Treer D915,
(4) Bhase Lines '. |
" (a) PL RID: - GL YD84. .
(b) PL WHITE: GL YD65.
(c) PL BLOBs GL YDB6. -
(4) FL GREIN: GL YD87.

R A P 5 e PR SR M b . e 0

(%) Fire Support Coordma.t:.on o

i

"~ (a) ’Phase Lines will be ut:.lizeiasFiréG’ontrol Lines.

o (b) Fire cles erance in A0 by Regt P3CC, in coordination
n ﬁ . wlth ARVN liaison.

(c\ FFZ for LRVN NFZ for 5th Marines: Area bounded on
north by GL YD25, 5, south by GL YD21, east by GL YD84.

4. LOGISTICS 4AND f@r-imISI‘RJsT ION

a. Ref (). Co -

c;i;

b. 5th Marines establishes a supply: po-mtwetr-»huﬁaa. Ballpa::k.LZ
to stock limited amcunts of Class I, water, ond Class V. (5.56mm,
7.62mm linked, M~79, and M-26) Other Class V will be drawm
from ASAr<1, Phu Bai. ' o

c. Resupply. Requests by shopping list to HST or by tclephone to
battalions rears, or to 5th Marines S-4. Cless V drawn fron
,,ASB 1 must be requlsn.t:.oned and a.pproved by TF XRAY G—4.

i e

d. Servme. Shore Ia:rty w111 ostablish LZ Control Teﬂm at rhu Ba:.

. Ball perks
EB .
5%5933‘?@ wateis'ﬂisclgla.ne ancl .carzey subst'\ntia.‘l. supply of halazone., .
o.o ooo P . C e e i o
Oo. o.oo :. : :. :..: 0"0“5 v»‘r-:m' i.‘;:- e ‘ ) SBCRE’D
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5. COMMAND LND COMMUNTIC AT IONS -ELECTRONICS

2. Refs (c¢) and (e).

b. Commend Yosts. Units report CP locations os established.

ce Coordineting Instructions
(1) Radio
(a) innex C (Redio Freq and Call Sigms).

(b) Units not participating in operaticns in Phu Thu &area
continue normal.

(¢) 2d Bn, 5th Marines commend group at Ceu Doi suffix call
sign with "XRAY" Other 0"11 51gns normal.

(2) Crybﬁographic. KLC-Q and KAC—} offective edltlons will be
utilized as necessaxy. Battolion qommand groups will possess
K¥-8 cepability, o

(3) Radio Relay, Wire, and Messége Centgi.‘ Normal within Regt
TiOR. Helicopter messenger will be utilized as necessary.

d. Command Relationships

(1) Control of activities wifhin 5th Marines TAOR normal. On
displacement of Hegt Command Group to vhu Thu areas, coord-
ination of units on Route #1 will be by 5th Marines Reox

[2) Lisison with frlondly forces external to 5th Marines in thu
Thu area will be ot regimental level, unless otherwise di-

rected. - /L)) Q b'ﬁ

R. D. BOHN
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps
Comnanding
LNKEXES :
L - Task Org.nlzntlon

=
]

Intelligence

Operations Overlay :
"B =« Radio Fréquencies and Call Slgns
Distribution

Q
]

Lad
'

DISTRIBUTION: Jnnex X (Distribution) to Operation Order 5-68

.o ses [ (X X} ve [ X ]

' IR T LR T

00-4 : : .: : . .: XX :- ¢CRET :
o * 0 s ssas e .
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Ha,; 5%h Mar:.nes
Task Force XRAY

1gt, Maring Division (Rein), FMP
;hu Bai, Republic of Vietnam
181000 4pr 1968

Lnnex 4 (Task‘ ‘Organization) to Operation Order 5-68 {

Time Zone: X

TASK ORGANIZATION

5th Marines (Rein)

18t Bn L—)J 5th Marines
H&S CO, 1/5 »
Co 4, 1/5
Co C, 1/5
Co Dy 1/5

24 Bn (Rein), 5th Marines

CoE, 2
Co H,
Co B,
Co &y
Co 3,

H&S Co (-), 2/5°
0/5 /

7
1/2;

LAY 24 Bn, 5th Marines
Det, H&S Co, 2/5

Co By 2/5

Co Gy 2/5

LLD EAGLE ‘
Co M, 3/%

ROUGH -RIDER SECURITY

3d Plat (Rein), Co L, 3/5

Col BOHN

L4Col THOVISON

LtCol CHBTHAM.

TL4Col REXROAD

Maj STEELE

o Bl

1. D BOHN
Colonel, U. 5. Marine Corps
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION: Jemex X (Distribution) to Operation Urder 5-68
.00. .o.. l:. : [ X X os
"..E cos E it - S
e osee o : :. .... =1
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SECRET . | I-iq, 5th Marines .

-, Tagk Force X-Ray -
. 1ot Marine Divlsion (Rein), FMF
Phma Bai, Rgpublic of Vietnam
181000H Apr:Ll 1968 ’

Arnex B (Intelligence) to Operatlon Ord.er 5-68 (Opere.tlon L f o g ’ )

Ref s Ea; Ma.ps. Vietnam 1: 50 000 A.MS Series 1.70143 Sheots 6541 I& IV, 6542 III.

b)) III MaP Intelligenoe Estimate 13-67 (KTZ) of 1 August 1967,
(c) Div0 3451.24, Prosessing, Exploitlng, E\r&.cuating, and ucoounting for
.~ ... Detalneess: ... -
() Divo. 7000s441 . ‘Rewards. Fund - '
_ Ee'; +1st MarDiv Intelligence S‘budy (Phu Bai Base .Area) of 15 Noverbir 1967.
f) Amnex.C (Opera.‘tions Overlay) C

e Z’one: H

. MISS]DN

Sis Ba.sic Missmr. Keep MSR along Route #. 4in eass:bgned AO open. In ‘oonjunotion
with. friendly forces protect UsS. and GVN installations, bridgesj overpasses
‘vehicles,. equipment, supplises.and personnel by destroying threatening enemy
forces in assigned 40. -Conduct offensive oper‘ations in 40 o 'kill or.cap-
ture enem,y person.nel and destroy enemy weapons, fnaterial and positions.

Y- Purpose of this Eati.mate. To provide m;fficantuintelligenoe information
- 1o plan end prepare to carry out the basic nission.

‘. EBNEMY SITUATION

a. Ghs'cacterlstlcs of u.rea of Operetion

(' ; Mititary Geogrephy. The 40 is located in central Thua Thien Province
medmtely Bast of HUB City :Ln Phu Vang Dis‘trlot.

(a) The large por'tion of the L0 c~ns:1st “of rloelands which ere cpen
: erces of cullivation and seasonally inundated edther by irrigetion

or natural flooding. The rice flelds are surrounded by low dikes
.05 to 1e0 meters high and 0.3 to 0.6 meters wide. During April.

and- Mey the fields are dra:l:ned in order to hd:vest the rice crop.

(b) e ares is interlaced vith stresms and rivers,. The two main

rivers arc the Song Loi Dang located in the Southern port:.on of
the 4Q, and the Phat Lac looated ma.inly :Ln the mrthern and
central porticn of the AO. A . S
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(¢) Villages are loocated throughout the 40 with the major ropulation
elong the Phat Lac River,

(4) GCover and Concealment is generally good along the rivers and in
- the populated arcas but limitéd to rice padiy dikes in the culti-
vated areass

(2) Summexy of Emétxy -Milit‘atr:,y Si"t:ua:fion

(a) Phu Va:ng Dlstrlct is the normal © peratlng areca. of the C-~11l7 and
0=116 Local Force Companys and the K4B Main Force Battalion.
In addition the 802 NV4 Battalion end possibly elements of the 804

Battalion'are believed to have operated recently in the iO.While
not currently located in the 40 the 4TH NVi. Regimental Headquarter:
- displaced intc the 40 during March for a brief period. 41l énemy

units in the 40 participated.in.the occupation of HUE, and all
suffered sonme loss in corbat effectivenesa as & re&'ult of the
operaation. ; -

(b) Gontacts with enemy elementss up to battalion size are. possible.
Enery activities however, are likely to consist mrimarily of .‘
herassing, delaying, sniping and nining operations, rather
than convéntional defense of the area or opunter -attack.

(¢) 1In =daition tc main and local force units, local ¥illage self
~ defense cadres - gre present in some villages and hanlets.

(d) Bxtensive use of surprise explosive éeviges emd mine particularly
in ereas with local self defense cadres should be expected.

USSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION.

ae Determine general attltude fo populatmn in villages and hamlets towards
USMC, operations.

“e Determine location of fords and bridges on waterways in the A0
o» Dotermine the sultebility of the terrain in the 40 for employment of tanks. ()

de Determine location of trails, roads and other significant features not
ligted om standard maps of the arecae :

ee Determine the type, extent, and usual method of enmployment of mines and sur-
prise explosive devices, and eneny indieators for such devices.

INTELLIGENCE ACQUISITION T.iSKS

2. Orders to subordinate and attached units.

' B-l-2 SECRET
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“‘"(l) 2nd Battalion Sth Merines with detachments co nduct normal combat

intelligence within assigned atres

(2) Company B, 1st Enginssrs ‘be prepared -to. provide information on types of
surprige explogive dev:Lces and wmines enccuntered in the AO and complete
standard reports od &1l explosive devices discovereds

Hequests to highei“', ajaoent and supporting units.
(1) ©G, Task Force X-I{é:y'; R »
(a) Provide 'Iasfd.»al obsetvation and sutveillance as reqiiested:
- (b) Provide aeriel imagery of objective erca E;s-fréquested:.,"

‘() ‘Provide information as obtained of enemy movements within, to and
from the arce of operations.

(2) 1st CIT; Provide detachment of CIT for attachment to 2nd Bn, 5th
Ma:r:lnes. . S

Dete.inees ‘will Be handled in ‘aecordance with DivO 3161 ?.Z. Dété:inees will

ba initiaelly soreened and olassified in the field by ITT. .Jfter initial
field interrogstion, detaineées, other than inmocent civiliany will be .
redurned to Reglmental POW collection point (1lst MP Company, Phu Bai).

Captured material will be evacuated to the 8«2 5th Marines.. Cawe will be
teken to insure proper ta.ggj.ng of captured naterial.

s» ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

Ere

The following 81tes of fortificat:ons and eneny st::ong points were encountel

3 in recent operations in “the AO. '

HEW GRID® ...~ DESCRIPTION

(1) Ymi72as - .- oo 60MM Mortar and Smell srms Fire

(2) ymoréa15 "~ - Smell 4rms Fire

“(3) ¥meso o e - 60MM Mortar and Small irms Fire

(4) YD9a6216* -~ .- 7% - Trenches & Bunkers, Plt ‘size
. 60MM Moxtar positions to rear

(5) yosgoo0 601 Mortar and @mll iras Pire

(6) _YD’92.§_20{.A o | o Covered fighting hole

(7 ) YD957I4é - o Squad Sized Position

o 13 SEORST
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SECRET . . . 3

INEMY GRID (cont) 7 DERIPTION (cont)
(8) ¥YDY6OLTT...: .- - . . . -Automstic Weapons Fire
(o) ymseny7 ... . small kras Fire
(10) YD955155 S 60MY Morter Site
(11) YD96TLT2 : Covered fighting hole
(12) Yméa;;*i D  Covered fighting hole
(13) 2zD000135 (VIC) o ~ 60MM Mortar and Automatic Weapons fir
(14) ypogeror - . - 82MM .end 60MM Mortem and Automatic,
. Wearons fire
(15) YD9T8166 N . .~ - Small srms Fire
(16) YIO47197 C0(+) Position, Small 4rms, B=40 ~
S S . Rkt, and 60MM Mortar fire .
(17) ¥mo51167 o .. Fortified Position, 60MM and 52
\ = -+ Morters, and Small Arms Fire.
(18) YD931l82 Tunnel
(19) YD935195 | Bunker
(20) YD943193 Fortified treeline
(21) ¥D956157 (VIC) Fortified Graveyard and treellne
Plt size.

b, The following mine and booby trap sites were recently encountered:

MINE INCIDENTS GRID DESCRIPTION .
(1) yp91is217 2/M-26 Grensdes with trip wire
(2) YD959177 , 2/Chicom Grenades with trip wire
(3) YD965141 Unidentif ied Device
(4) YD963LTL : Unidentified Device
(5) YD957183 | Unidentif ied Device
(6) YD949188 ' Chiocom Grenade with trip wire
|  B-l-4 SECRET
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MINE INCIDENT GRIDS (cont)

(7)
(8)

(9)
(10)

YD915216
YD905229
Y1942195
Y1904227

'_
DISKTPTION (cont)

126 Grenade with trip wire
Unidenfif ied Devic.e
Unidentified Device

Box Mine, pressure detonéted

BOLA

R, D. BOHN -
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps

Commsnding
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.- »  SECRNI Hg, 5th Marines _
, . Task Force o
1st Marine Di: on gmwsv, FME
Yhu Bai; Republic of Vietnam
181000H 4pr 1968

fmnex D (Radio Freq and Call Signs).to Operation Order 5-68.( )
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2d Bn, 5th Mar! j4|XiXixlcto L 4 | QUIZMASTER
£d Bn, SthMariy |41 lxixix Ix N i. RUIZMASTIR XRAY
Co0 B 2/5 X x| (¢ mmmw%&emw
. 00U LZVISTER
€0 H 2/5 (XX c BOTEL “
T "~ MILLBROOK |
@ s XX c BRINGS M
! rICKWICK LAIERS ,
CO 4 1/27 XX C | LLF. |
. ; . v PICKWICK FACERS ¢
¢o s A\.,.B ) M_xwx ¢ BRAVO
JUNK FLEET Lid M ¢ MALONE BYWORD -
[EVN INO L{X , |GUNSMOKT 24
IRVN LBV LlA _ : : ¢ | ITEXTILR BLOCK
. R S . N sn ety
1st Bn,27thMar! | , cl i #ICKIICK ¥ LPERS
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Co B, 1st SiBr |X w of | o
TANK FLAT L , C ‘ RECLING ALFL 3
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’_I. | .

Above frequen01es nnd call signs effectlve L-.24 hours.

- P

R« B BOHN :
Colonel, TU. S, Marine Corps
' Commandlng

DISTRIBUTION: Lmnex X (Dlstrlbutlon) to Oper ation Order 5- 68 :
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SECRET !!I)

’m.sk .eorc“ XRAY
1et Marine Division (Rein), FIMF
rha Boi, Républic of Vietnam
181000 Lpr 1968
Lonex X (Distr.ibuﬁiox_l) to Operation Order 5-66 ( )
Time Zories H

CG 18t Marbdiv 2,

Ce TF XRiY 2
18t Bn, S5th Matrines 2
2d Bn, Sth Marines 7
%4 Bn, 5th Marines 2
Hg Coy, 5th Marines. 1
24 Bn, 11th Marines 4
Ci4G 3 : 2
1st Force Recon Co 1
1st Dn, 27th Marines 1
15t LVN Div Advisor 2
NVN Junk Fleet Ldviscr 1
1st FLG 1
5th Marines: 22

CBY (1)

=0

5-3 4)

8-4 (1)

FsCC {1

0 (1)

Gomm.nd Chron 1‘;

S&C Files (12
Total |

Re D BOHN
Colonel, U+ S, Marine Corps
Commanding
DISTRIE{HHONo- Imne}%'X' (l&stﬁibﬁtlon). to Operation Order 5-68
L) o.-o . . .. x-1 SECREI
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- FM  PIFTH MRINGS ’
TO FPIRST BN FISPH MARINGS
SECOND BN FIFUH raRINGSy
THIRD BN FITATH MRIFES
INF  CG, TF XRAY
MAG PHIRTY SIX
CAG TIRZE
HUis RIVER SECURITY GROUP
FIRST DN TWENTY SEVENTH MaRINGS
FIRST TK BN
PIRST AMPRAC BN
BT
SECRET

FRAG ORD:H 26-68(BAXT SR GARDEN)

Ao FIFTH MR OPO 5-68(BANIER GARDGN)
TASK ORGANIZATION
' PIFPH MaRINKS _
FIRST BN(-) FIFTH MARINZS
H&S co;-) 1/5
CO B 1/5
co M 3/5
SECOND BN(-) FIFIH MARINES
H&s co(-) 2/5
Co E 2/5
co B 2/5

SITUATION : |
A. ENEMY: NG CHANGE.
B. FRIENDLY:

®

i

SLEMENTS OF CO A FIRYT TK BT
BN DIRECT SUYFORT.

XS

DECLASSIFIED

ARVN FORCES COMPLEPY MISSIUN AND “«TTHIRAY FROM SOA.
CO C 1/27 RELIEVES CO M 3/5 OF BALDEAGEE 211200 AFR 68,
PF UNIPS. 44D SLUMaNPS OF CAG THREW PROVIDS BLOCKS SOUTH OF SOA,

AND ONTOS) AFD OF CO B FIRST AMIRAC

ALL TRK VEN vILL ASHEMBLE VIC 1/27 CP H MINUS FOUR

TOURS . AND MOVE BY Al COL ©0°2/% CP TO ARRIVE NLT H MINUS TO HOURS.

(5)
- ®

ALL OTHsR SUF.ORT NG CHANGE.
C. ATTACH-DETACH: o |

ELEMENTS OF RIVSEC FIVs. TWuNIY.ONu OF COMIUZRIVSECGRY BLOCKS ENiGMY .
ECR:$S NORIH OF SOA ON.DaM TRUY TIU.

§1) CO C AND CO D 1/27 CHOF FM SECOND 3N PIFTH LR TO FIRSP BN TWENTY

SEIVLMIH iR 211000H A¥R 68.

’.‘.r: (2)
APR.068600 e . ese LX3

;‘1.

CO-B 1/5 CHOP FY SHCONYL BN'PIFLH MAR +O FIRS! BN FIFTH MAR 21100CH i

BNCLOSURE (4)
SECRET
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SECRET
(3) €O M 3/5 CHOP TO FIRST BN FIFTH MR 211200H APR 68,

2. MISSION: OF D-DAY 4T H-HOUR FIFTH MARINES AITACKS SOUTHEAST TO DESTROY
ENEMY FORCES, POSTTTONS, AND MATERIAL IN SOA.

3, EXBCUTION:

L. CONCEPT: TWO BNS OTICK SOUTHELST IN SO4 EMPLOYING INIERMEDIATE
BLOCKS LND SWEEPS. FRIENDLY N.VAL UNITS BLOCK ENEMY EGRESS NORTH
OF THUY THU BAY iND SOUTH ON CAU H.I BLY. LLEMENTS OF FIFTH MiR
AND PF /D CAG UNIPS BLOCK CNEMY LCRESS SOUTHWEST.

B. PIRST BN(-) FIPTH MiR: ON D-Di¥ /f H-HOUR /TTiCK SOUDHEAST IN
Zi MPLOYING INTERMEDI/DE BLOCKS /ND SWEEPS TO DESTROY LNEMY
FORCES .

C. SECOND BN(-) FIFTH MiR: ON D-DiY /T H-HOUR ATTACK SOUTHEAST IN
ZA EMFLOYING INIERMIDIZTE BLOCXS LD SWELPS TO DESTROY ENEMY FORCES.

D. THIRD BN(-) FIFTH MAK: NO CHLVGE.
E  1/5 XRAY: NO CHANGE.
F. 2/% XRAY: NO CHANGE.
G. COORD INST:
(1) D-DAY .ND H-HOUR: 211400H LFR 68.
(2) SO4i: NE BIRY FM YDJ01241 ALONG SW SHORE D.M THUY THU TO
ZD030110, S& BDRY FM 2D 030110 .LONG FW SHORE DiM CiU HAiI
TO YD9T71100. SW BDRY Fi YD 971100 ATiNG &/ Sl 306G DAY
CIaNG/ T - 40010 SUAY T0 YY) 253195, K¢ BILY FM 1853195
ALCHG ol 7Y G0 (901241,
(3) Lod: 3 BDAY. Iias of ST,
(4) 1,84 LIngHe
(A) ad aiadds B YDBISILE TE I Livad LU YU950195.
() ©n CLOIMY: ST YROA4146 LiauG SUWEMT o) wial TU YD9TA170.
(C) wi fasCiiz ¥ Yu9U2130 Y CF 9L %y YH995140.
(5) PCLS: HuaY f) 1.8,

(6) TILUul LOINDS MU ClinkiCa.

AN TR
[ X N ] s0 8 [ ] [ I ] [ ] [ ] L ) .
oo’ eeed 3° ¢ et 2 LNCLUSURE (4)
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(7) Lz 2onTi: Yuo67234
4 FDMIF-IGy N0 CHAWGS
Se  COMM-LUC: |
Ao SHD REF Ao
Be FUL}.,U':JI_NG L}IuTGhb uuLY 'l_‘U 'ﬁlidl\. DU REP A
(1) Ui oGl TC (e ADD 1/5 XeaY (G‘U;;..;,{D);
(2) CiiliGy wsGw 1.0 ’Tm:. RIS IO 44475 (r-.::-r;sﬁ,) VIGs 3540 (i=T734),
(3) Didag w6T 2.0 WiRdE w280 1/5 (GUALD).
(4) DBLSCE @ TO 1727 ONLE5, AWE LR, AND AWN v,
. © () TR FOCOLED uD (8) 50.00 (Fi-666).

(6) ADD 4.2 Woie FERY Cof (VoICsd CALL subials HISHJY) /ID 105
WOV BERY (VOTos ©oTL widoat BILL) Fish 60,65 (1:792),

(7) MDD BATY wdi (VOIOU CALL @ IH0CL cwia) (1) 375 (1-179).

C. ALL UTIDad FROVISIUSS ML CLLTIGE.

Y
e s " % eeee o o s T g s
::c .::E .. o s o s e 3 : LICLOSURE (4)

LRINY o PN £} ]
B0t

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

1OBIN

%

¢

TR

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

......

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

o

SECRET

M
TO:

El‘
S B

® L

FIFTH MARINES
FIRST BN FIFTH MARINES
SECOND BN FIFTH MARINES

CG TF XRAY

THIRD BN FIFTH MARINES

SECOND BN ELEVENTH MARINES
FIRST BN TWENTY SIVENTH MARINGS

5 CRET

FRAGC ORDER 30-68 (BLXTER G.RDEN)

dis

1.

FIFTH MiR OPO 5-68 (BAXTER GJRDIEN)

SITUATION

A.

24

5e

B,

ENEMY: INDICATIONS TH.T ENFOR HIVE REOC VILS CIEIRED BY SWEEP SB

CIN 40 BY FIFTH MLRINIS.

FRIGNDLY: SPECIAL FIREFLY WILL BE OPERITING OVER 40, OTHER FRIDNDLY
FORCES NO CH.NGE.

MISSION: NO CHANGE

BEXECUTION:

d’&-l

CONCEET: IWO BNS CONT ATTJCK SE TO PL ri..CH (ND HOLD JI THIT POSIT.
ON OHIER WHEEL LND CONDUCT NIGHT MOVE TO NW TO REICH FL APPLE 4SiP.

BE rREIJHED TO CONDUCT .Y JOT.CK NW FROM THLT POSIT TO STREAM WINDING
ALONG 4XIS OF GL YDS3,

FIRST BN (=) FIFTH MiR: CONT ATT..CK IN Z4 TO FL FS.CH, HOLD 40 THAT
20SID, ON ORDER WHEEL .ND CCNDUCT NIGHT MOVE IN Za ¥ TO FL APLLB.

SECOND BN (-) FIFTH Mili: CORT [ITACK IN Z4 TC L 1E.CH, HOLD 4T THAD
POSIT. UN ORDIZR WHUEL AND CONDUCT NIGHT MUVE IN ZA MW TO »L AATLE,

COURD INST:
(1) INCREASE RLTE GF MOVE TC RE/CH PL i8.CH DEFORE D.RK.

(2) ©ST TIME OF NIGHT MOVE NW TO COMMENCE 240100H APR. BNS MiKE

RECCN TC THIS HR NIT 2321 Q0H /IR 43S TO ACTULL TIME TO COMMENCE
NIGHT MOVE.

(3) NO CHINGE TO BUUNDIRIES CR Z4'S TO vl iB/CH IND CON RETURN NIGHT
MWE TO 1L ArPLé, BUUNDIRIBS IND ZA'S TU STRE/M ON GL YDB3 TBA,

(4) PLLN OPNS TO RELMCH VL .[x:L'lLE AS CLUSE TG FIRST LIGHT CF 24 AFR
ooAS &@SSIBLE; c:o e

(55"@33 e - ws'wmmm BNS,

ENCLUSURE (5)
SECRETD
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