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Command,ing Officer 
C ODDand.ing Gonoral, 10t Marino D1 vinion (n.oin), iMP 
Commanding General, '1'ask Feroe XRAY 

:Command Cb:ronology for pe:riod 1-31 May 1968 

(a) 1'1CO 5750.2A w/ch 1 
(b)" FMFPi~O 5750.8 
(c) DivO 5750.2B w/ch 1 

Fifth Marines Command Chronology 
Headquarters Co, Fifth Marines Command Chronology 
First J3attalion Fifth Marines COIllllland Chronology 
Second Battalion Fifth Marines Comrncmd Chronology­
Third Battalion Fifth Maxines Command Chronology 

3/~D/jl!b 
5750 
23 June 1968 

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), (b) and (0), en­
closures (1) through (5) are submitted as the Command Chronology for the 
Fifth Maxine ~egiment for the peri~d 1-31 Ma~ 1568. 
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i'i.RT I 

QRG.4NIZli.TIQN1w Djlrl~ 

1. llesignaijion 

5th Maxine ~egime.nt 

SUBORDINllTE UNJT S 

Head(lua:r:te:r:s ComPSllYl 5th Marines 

1 st Battalion 
2nd Battalion 
3rd Battalion 

None 

2. Location 

HrT 1£ HIm UNIT S 

Colonell'. G .. ~ 

1atLt W. J. hRlJ.fr 
(1-28 May 1968) 
1stLt B. T. potm1Tz 
(29-31 May 1968 ) 
LtCol R. H. THOMPSON 
LtCol 3. C. CH81i.THlJ.f JR. 
LtCol D. N. RRXROi-ll 

Thus. Thien :t'rovince, rhu Bai, RVN Regimental C';'p. 

3. stafr Offioers 

Executive Offioer 
S-11 
3-2 
S-3 
5-4 
3-5 

CommO 
• mo 

Suppl;yO 
Regimental Chaplain 
Regimental 8w:geon 

Regimental Sergeant Major 
Regimental. Dental'Officer 

4.. h.verage Monthly Strength 

USMC ---.. 
OFF 

( 113 
1401 

QF.E. 
11 
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LtCol G. C. McNil.UGHTON 
Capt B. J. MULHERIN 
Capt 1. 11.0 DUFFY 
Maj J. F. CODY 
Maj S. K. McICj1J 
1 stLt G. D. OWSLl~Y 
(1-14 May 1968) 
1stLt D. L. N~~ 
(15-31 May 1968) 
Maj E. R. PIERCE 
1 stLt D. G. \HLKIIl 
1 stLt R. L. O;;RL'Y 
LtCdr R. f. B~CK CRC, USN 
Lt R.I.. HiBRJ:SON Me, USN 
(1-2$ May 1968) 
Lt J. :t. BROCK ML, US"N 
SgtMaj K. CHASr.: 
Lt D.GUESS DC, USN 
(1-15 May 1968) 
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D~ing the pel!iod 1-31 MEW 1968, the Fifth Maxines continued Opel!ation 
Houston (l'hase II) throughout tho :cegimental (~rC:1 ,! opetati.on •. Emphasis 
was placed On protecting Key bridges ano installations slong Highway one 
fr«m enemy interdiction and denYing enemy acc~ss to rica gxowing and storage 
areas. 

Jl.l'l increase in enemy mining activity in the highly vulncrE:l.blo Hai Ven 
I'ass area was encountered during the fixst WCGk of~. The use of night­
t;i.me,saturation fire team size e.mbushes in the vicinity of the many culvQxts. 
ahd daylight squad size oombat patrols into the high g:round proved suocess­
fUl in frustra.ting these mining efforts during tho lastthxee weeks of the 
ffi'1nth• . 

The ohop Of the jrd Battalion to the 7th M[:J::cnGS on 17 May limited 
the regiment's capability to ccnC1uct CGOp penetrations into the canopied 
high g:r9und. Maximum use wa.s mt?.(lo. of supportihg o.rms to e,ttack these tar­
g~ts. In addition, quick :reaction, shott du;x:o,ti n, c'"P.l.prny siza epoilins 
atta.cks in the edge of the canopy ware utilized tc-' kGep the enemy eff 
balance. 

I 

2-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

of 

E11CLWIJRE (1) 
SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

• SEcm 
5750 
23 JU2lEl' 1968 

:E'iJlT III 

am,QYEN'UJlL LIST I!G OF SIGNIFIC1..NT .E.'VENTS 

1. i'ersonnel and il.dministration. 

a. The command reoeived an input of 1 of'f'ice:rs and 260 enlisted pe%­
sonnel during the month of May 1968. 

b. A total of 2 officers and. 149 eniisted personnel were medically 
evacuated out of RVN during the month. 

c. The average chargeable strength for the Regi!nent wa.s 111.Maxine 
office:t: , 3260 l'flatine enlisted, 10 Navel officer end 150 Naaral enlisted 
personnel. 

1Q"! 
35 

2, Intelligenoe 

~ ..... 
110 

ENL 
147 

~ 
44· 

QEl 
o 

NECK -2 

a. General. During thS· month ot ~, the 3-2 section continued 001-
leotion, analysis, and dissemin~"tionof intelligence information in 8Up­
po~t of Operation Houston. The volume and pertinency of' information re­
ce~ved. ino:reased a s the numbe:r of :returnees and prisonel!s in and ad,jacent 
to the Regimental. Axea of Ope:cC'.iiion exceeded l!ecent totals. 

(1) Liaison with intelligence gathering agencies of GVN was re­
esta.blished end intenSified, specifically with i:rciV'incial agencies that had 
be:E!n p:r:eviously di:recting their efforts towards infrastructure intelligence 
iti tho immediate vicinity of Hue City. The techniques employed by these 
agencies produced valuable info:r:mation oonce:r:ning the efforts of the ene~ 
in p~OOUl!ing foodstuffs and othel: material from vill~gors within the kroa 
ofi Operation and yield.ed successful tactica.l :tesponse. 

(2) G0ntinued close liaison with the 1st ]'orce Reconnaissance . 
Cornpany permitted maximu.m surveillance of aJ:eas of likely enemy movement;. 

b. Cumulative ene~ losses du:ring the :r:epoxting padod. 
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(1) 93 NVA/41 VC KIh. 

(2) 27 Dml~I_S 

(a) NVj~ IV 9 

(b) VO rw 0 

(0 ) NV J .. RLlJ:URNI:.J;D; 0 

(a) VO RL'TlJRN'JilE 5 

(9) CIVILUN :DZF1:.lND1..NT3 1 

(f) INNOCENT C IVILL.NS 12 

(3) WEJi.i.ONS C~.l'TU"RED 

(a) IlIDIVImTJ.t W8Ll'ON3 62 

(b) ClUJW SBRVDD vfD.lI.J/ONS' 6 

(4) CAG Units in the 5th ~i.nes J.J) :received 7 HOI CHJJiiH du:ting! 
the repo~ting pe~iod. 

o. Significant ll.spscts of Iilnemy, '<leather ana Terrain. 

( 1) li;nem;y 

(a) The pattezn or enemy movement in the J..o dur ing May was; 
again primarily dictated by logistic considerations. The normal traffic·. 
adhered. to a north-south axis between the populous and rice producing no:th­
ern coastaJ. lowlands and the southeJ:n mountainous base a:r:eas. Inte:rroga~ion 
of Hoi Ohanh and Wls revealed that the eneII\Y exercisod gTeat tactical c.au­
tion during these moves making every effort to prevent the main body frotn 
ma.king contact. The use of advance reconnaissance teams was chaxacteris~ic 
of all enemy movement. 

(b) The quality of troop encountered was generally beloi-l , 
standa.:rd. Prisoners and Roi Chanh were, for the g:ceater paxt, young andt 
poorly trained conscripteeso illthough this is not considered to indicatia 
that the whole of the eneII\Y force within the .A..O is at a. minimal state ot com­
bat efficiency, it does indioate that the enemy has further tra.ining a.~ Or­
ganizing to accomplish before he can hope to mount· a successful major ¢!­
fe-naive. 

(0) ~he enemy employed diversionary actions, such as mortar 
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23 June 1968 • - --attacks, empla.oement of mines and booby traps, and contacts by small units 

in attempts to d%a.w a.ttention away fromri.be rosupply routes. 

(a) The deteJ:mination of the ei'1erny to rotD.in cont~ol over his 
mountainous base axeas was appaxGnt in the aggressive reaction he em­
ployed against all friendly presence in aieascol1sidered his domau. Ma­
rine Reconna.issance pa.trols were fo~ced to extr8..Ct under intensive enemy 
pressure 7 times dU%ing Mev. This information provided excellent ta.:rgets 
for applica.tion of artillery and air delivered firepower. 

(9) Indica.tors of ene~ morale varied from poor and homesiok 
to high and motivated. The most frequently reported raasons for deterior .. 
ation of morale we'te lack of food, ha.:rdship, homesickness end real of death. 

(f) Intelligence information provid.ed taxgets for 4 company 
size fast reaction ope:r:at1ons during the month, resulting in the destruc­
tion of rocket 8i tea, caches, he:tboraites . .and-eJIeJlli forO'ss. 

(2) \veather. Tmoughout the month, the weather WES c:J..e a.r to p~t­
ly cloudy with occasional afte:r:noonthunder sho-wors. The' predominance of 
good weather enhanced the capability of .support provided by the 1 st IYlarine 
Au Wing. 

(3) Terrain. Continuing compilation of terrain il:ltel1igence by 
the operating forces contributed to the stoIe of information that could 
be readily provid.ed to the unit commanders. lieliccpte:r landing Zones, 
trails, fortifications, enemy ruutes of movement ahd ~Dy unusual features 
were recorded. 

d. Misoellaneous. 

(1) .Lin incl!Qasing amount of O:i:dnance wo.s tw:ned over to fl!iendly 
units by indigenous people. 

(2) l'reviously :received reports concerning the existence of 22d 
Regiment and its subordinate units being within the j£) were verified during 
the month as contact was made with units under its control. Interrogation 
and agent report~ further substantiated this revision of enemy forces. . 

3. Training. 

a. During the period 1-~1 May 1968, the following schools were at­
tended by personnel of this Command. 

1) O:ffic ers Ldr shp school 
~) Staff NCO school 
.I) NCO sohool 
4) Viet Lang school (Okine .. -wa) 

7

181 Viet Lang school (nr MiJl') 
~ Embark school (Okina .... a) 

Embark: school (III Mt:!F) 
Registered ?ublication schoo~ 
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PSYOP Ot1entatiort sohool 
Div Soout Sniper school 
Basic ~ganic Supply ~ccoill1ttng 
Basic Ammon Tech school 

1 
16 
1 
1 

62 

:a. The Regiment cOntinued its indoctination training for all newly 
assigned pe~sonnel. 

4. Qperationa. During the month of May all opez:ational. activities 01 the 
Fifth Mru::ines vlere included in operation Houston (i'hase II). See Part rl 
Oombat Afte~ ~otion Repozt fox Ope~ationHouston II. 

5. !iro SUP?oz:t. Artillery. lur ana Naval Gunfire support was an indicated 
in Part IV, Combat Mter .. i.ction Report for Houston II. 

6. Logistics. Opexatlon HOUfjTON continued thr0ugh the month with no 
changes to logistic procedures, 

A. The a:rrival of "B" Company, 9th Engineois in r.irect support of 
Task Fo:rce X-Rq saw the initiation of many delryo(! projects. il. concrete. 
a.pron ~I ,"Iide was laid. around mess hall #1 cmo woxk we.8 begun on estab­
lishing p:t:oper drainage for the [lxea. "B" CompE'..ny, 9th Engineers also do';' 
liver.edand supervised oonstruction of culve:rt-type bunkers for personnel. 
In acldition ''Btl CompMY, 1st Engineers constructed fivG strong back tent 
decks and two SEA Ruts. 

B. "B" Company, 1st Engineers commenced laying 11-16 minos e.t b:ddge 
#4, and requested that the entire job be named 'P:roject Iorcupine". Con­
struction of defensive positions around all bridges continued. 

C. Phu Loo C0mbat Base was olosed out with usable m.':,tc:ria.ls b,eing 
:retrogl!aded for use elsewhere as time ~J.lowed.. .Hl bunkers, trenc1:les 
and holes ~~re bUlldozed flat. The engineer water point was moved 
initially to C~ Doi LS-~~ and then to Thua Luu Bridge. 

D. Upgl:ad.ing of Route Ifl Gontinu.ed. The tacticaJ. span at Bridge #2WM . 
e:ictracted ond D. timbo:r trestle is almcst c';mploted. 

E. Butler Btiilchngs were m2.de availablcto Headquarters Company 
Supply and 2nd Battali<:;n Supply. These facilities. immediately allowed 
improvement of supply functions-p2~ticulaxly mcmagoment. 

F. Ml5lJJ.. vehioles 'Were issued to the entire Rogimont, l:elacing tl\a 
M422,Us which were then aec.dlinod aclminist:r2.tively pending tuxn-in. 

\ 
G. Third Battalion displaced ope:raticnal elements by convey to the' 

Da Nang TiIOR. Their Rear remains in l;hu Bai. 

R. Resupply fo): a two c'-Illpanydoomm..-md gJ!cup opol:a.tion on a. raZO:!! 

ba.ck ",est of Hai Van l-ass was run by ail: d:r:op fr III CH-34., .. This was the 
only means of resupply because cf altitude, no LZ, enemy fire end the 

DECLASSIFIED 

l'JNCLOSURE (1) 
~ 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRl!1.l! • 5750 
23 Jtme. 196a 

emergency natu:te aftha s.ituation. 'Jhen on LZ vias cloared S(lme med-eva.os 
wore brought out by an JlXfrrJ' HtfBY, SOInG by U;jNC ClL..4o Emdthe la.:rg~stnum-, 
ber by USIJF "jolly gra.en gi.8nts".. One CH""46 crashed in the zone .and was 
destxoyed. 

I. The 4 one-man chain sa.wa on temporCJ:Y loan from 1st h'nginee:r 
Battalion were returned. to the owner as directed. 

7. Communications. D\lring the month of Maiv 1968 the Regimental Command 
Post operatecl at Ilhu Eai. The following significant events occurod as 
concerns communications. 

A. 9-1; May en autol11c'1tic :x:et:x:ansmissicn ci:x:cuit was established at Phu 
Gis. (.f>XS34999) to the 2nd Battalion when ope:rating in the vicinity south 
of !!idge line (,ill'860906) to (~896908). 

E. 18 May relocated thG .f.N/MRC-62 radio relay circuit frem Hai Van 
l'ass (1lT945920) to :t?hu Gia (~8:;4999). 

O. 20 Ma;y fuxnished a ~/TRC-27 radio relay che.nnel to 1st Field 
J.u:tillery Group for teletype COlllJ'!lunicetions to 2nd B2.ttalion, 11 th Marines. 

D. 26 May installed 0. publio adcress system throughcmt the 5th M~fnGs 
ccmplex at r'hu Bai in o~(lGr tc pass alert "'atnine,s to all elements. 

8.. Medical. During the m(:nth d' ~ a. total of 247 p:=t.tients were treated 
at the Regimental. ,aid Station of which 200 were refurrals from battaJ.iOn:l or 
other units located at ~Jhu Bai. A total of 845 innocu1ations we:re adminis­
tered during the month. On 29 Mev, Lt Je.m3s Ii. Brook, Jr. Me, USNR %olieved 
Lt Ronald J~. Hax:rison, Me, USNR as Regimental Surgeon 5th Marines. 

9. Dental. In oI:ceI: that optimum use Ine made Gf all dental officers in 
the }hu Bai a:rea, the Regimental dental officer was withdrawn fr~'m the 
5th Marines and returneel to the l.t Dentu Company on 15 May 1968. Dental. 
coverage fo!! all MoJ:ine units in the lhu Bai a:J:eD. is now being handl~d in a. 
sa.tisfact:)~y mannel by the 1st Dental Company. 

10. Civil. Affairs. 

1~. During Maya follow - up medcap/cantcn}) WI1S c(~nductec at th~ 
V inh Loc District Headqu~terswith great success. 50 persons lNere treated 
by the dentist and his assistant 8,nd 200 persens Ylere t:reatec1 by tha d.octOI: 
an<'l corpsmen pres(mt. The village:r:s were enter:tRined bya 'Viatnameee Cult 
D.'xl'lllla. Team flown in fre,m Hue. 150 bars of soap were also d;i.stributed during 
the medcap. 

1\. 200 bars r;f seap £1Jl\l 500 pa.ckets c£ Kool-.i:..id. were nel!vered to 
t:ihe orphanage ne~cX 0111 3-2-6. 1.180 610 Ibs. of food was delivered to the 
o,txphanege in l'hu Luong. 1 .. truckload of sand, onG of gravel, plus 40 pieoes 
oite. roofing tin werG 8elivered to the 1Jido'/1 cf a PF squd leader Ylho received 
t~·.9 U.S. Silver Stat! award. 
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t. T~a.nspol:tation'Wa.s.providcd. and. mJ:engcrn,cnts made f'$~ a;ViGtname.aO. 
boy from Phu Loo to heve an operation at 1st McClBn, '~;hu Baito oorroct a 
hairlip. Transporta.tion was also pl:ovidod fOJ: 1.2 pallGts of cement from 
Hue to rhu Lac District Head.qu~terB by tho 5th ~ines. 

11. Psychological Operation. 

A. :Du:dng the month of Mt:w extensive aerial broadce.sts and leaflet 
dxops wexe used in conjunction 'With tho rico haJ!Vest in the 5th Marinos AO­
In addition the ground bl:oadcast toamwasused frequently to assist in tho 
rice haxvest program. 

B. l'syOps material used was 1500 leaflets hand distributod. plus 300 
Chieu Hoi balls, 2972 Chiou lIoi pens and 7800 Tu Do newspapers. The Chiou 
Hoi pons wOJ:O dolivered to the schools of ?hu Loe District by the Distxict 
Chief. Tho newspape:r:s wore dolivered t6~he CJ;"; units for dist:dbution in 
their immedia.to vicinity. 

. . . 
12. Chaplain. Duxing the month of Mlw, the Rogiwontal Chaplain continued 
to pl:ovide so:nices for the Regimont units IJa:x:ticiJ)qting :in 0pGro.tion Hous­
ton, combined. action platoons ond. bx1dgo sacuxity units locatod along Higb­
way 1. 

}-6 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
SECRh"T 



DECLASSIFIED 

SEem • • 
lJi.RT N 

Suppo:rting Dcownonts 

~Jl. Combat Atte. ""tion Repo.' for Oporation aouston II. 

4-1 

DECLASSIFIED 

DNCLOf>URE (1) 
SECRL'T 



e. 

DECLASSIFIED 

e . EEADQ;U.mms, 5TH MARD1ESe 
1st Marine Division (Rein) Fleet Ma,rin!!l Force 

0/0 Fleet !'ost Office . 
San Francisco, California 96602 

SECREl' 

From: Commanding Officer 
Tot Commanding Gene:tal, Task Force XRAY 

Subj: Combat After Action Report for Operation HOUSTON II 

1stMar DivO ;48.0~ 111. 
5th Marines OpO 4 .. 68 
5th Maxines FragO 32-68 
5th Marines FragO 33-68 
5th Ma.r:ines Fr~ 34-68 
5th Marines FragO 55-68 
5th Marines FragO 36-68 
5th Maxines FragO 37-68 
5th Marines hagO '8-68 
5th Marines FragO 39-68 
5th Marines FragO 40-68 
5th Maxines FragO 41-6~ 
5th Marines FragO 42-68 
5th Marines FragO 43-68 
5th Marines FragO 44-68 
5th Marines Fraga 45-68 

3frii.~D/ j:eb 
3000 
14 June 1968 

First. Battaliont Fifth Marines Ute:! Action Report j ~ ~~J 
Second Battalion, Fifth Marines .After l~ction Report r;::-;:J 
Third Battalion, Fifth Marines Mter Aotion Report ~V' 

1. Code NaJIe. Operation HOUSTO~T (:'?hase II). 

2 •. Dates of Operation. 01000m Mew 1968 to 312400H Ma;y 1968. 

}. Location of Operation. l;'hu Loc, Vinp 10c, j;'hu Thu, and Huong Thu;r Dist­
riots, .Thua Thien l?.rovinoe, Republic of Vietnam. 

4.- Command Headquarters. 

Fifth Marine Regiment 

Task Organization 

., Fifth Marines COL P. G. GR1JL'lM 

SECRIDl' 
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1st .:Bn 5th Marines meOL 1l •. H. THOThlPSON 

(01{)OO1H to 312400H}fay 1968) 
H&S Co, 1st Bn 5th lf~ines 
Co A, bt :an 5·cl1. IhrinJs 
Co B,.1!1t 1:)n 5th l~:'.r:in)q 
Co 0, i ~JG J3n 5th lIr..r.i11;)O • 
Co D,.1 r:t ]3n 5th Ib.rin:;ij 

2nd Bn 5th Marines meOL R. C. CHEATHAM JR. 
(010001H to 312400H ~1968) 

H&S COt 2nd Bn 5th Marines 
Co E, 2~1(l En 5th Hoxil1.on . c • 

Co F, 2:"'.:". TIl\ 5t.1\ Hf'X'i..."lCll 
Co G, ;z;;''l''. TIn 5th: !l.".rincc 
Co H, 2n~. 1m. 5th l:I:.:.rino:; 

3rd :en 5th Marines meot D. N REXilOJJ) 
(010001H to 171330H Mq 1968) 

H&S C01 3rd En !)th Marines 
Co I, 'j:r":' Dl~ 5th lL":l..1:l.nco 
Co K, 3m :Dn 5th I1c.rin.oo 
Co L, 3rrl TIn 5th !1..~inO'~· 
Co M, 31."1.1 :13n 5th lk..rincs 

6. Supporting Forces 

a. Artillery. 
(1) D~ing the period 1-31 May 1968, ~he 2nd Bn 11th Maxinee (-) 

.. (R;e1n) supported the 5th Maxine Regimen1. On 17 M~1968, Foxt::cot Batte::cy, 
2nd En '11th Maxin~s was chopped to the First:.l1a:rine Division and was re­
plaoed by :B:r:avo Battery, 1st Bn 11th Marines. 'lhis replacement J:esulted in 
the 106s of 2 105min (How) as Bravo Battery only had four tubes available. 
In addition.mortar batte:s:y, 2nd Bn 13th Marines was chopped to the Fil:st 
Ma~ina Divi~ion on 17 May 1968 with no replacement. 

. (2) The following is a. :recapi tula.tion ofaxtillery fire support 
pr.ovided the Fifth Marines for Op~ration HOUSTON (ihase II): 

OBS 
606 

CALIJrJJB. 
105mm How 
155rnm How 
4.2" Mtr 

TCIl!lJ:. 

MISSIONS FnyID 

UNO:BS 
274 

2 
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H&I 
4857 

ROmms 
21424 

341,4 

~ 

TOTAL 
5737 
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(3) Artillery fires ~rerc t:i.mel~rp"l.U'e{f-ectiV9 ""l~l'i. 110 £i:l:Q sup.· e . port coordination problems encotln-Go ro 0. • 

b. Na.val GUl'lf'i x:e It 
( 1) 'l'he USS PICIaNG (DD...$S5) su,pportc.d 5th }'ih+iries units from 

0706;00 to. fO.o600R Hay 1968 and thctl§;~."lCRETC:m:i8ll {DEll :;:29) sUpported. 5th 
Marines und ts' fran 2306300 to 241i055lIi am: ff:L'qm ·~;0'9Hltt.9251135I{ M:a¥ 19~~ .. 

(2) Tho f oUm'ring is a. recapi tulaUon: ~rlravai' IUl.'in£iro support 
provided the Fifth f.'iarincs for Oporation HOUSTON (Phase n::): 

Q§2 
18 

CA!!~ 
511 38 
'''50 
TO'l!.L 

BE 
438 
.2.1§. 
716 

\fP .!f. Er. 
6" 

2'6· 28.. -6 .~~ 7'(}, 

(3) Naval Gunfire ur.::..s both~~~;jt:y 'ai.t!i\. offccti vo. ·,l;phe ta;rgcts 
oonsisted of bunker positions, 'ca,vo'lt.' '~NI!1~'~roop movomop:\}.and SU;Spe,ct~d 
onemy assembly araas. Six bunIr.DJl\s: 'wci~~ ':ties.!tr-Qycq., 4"; ~oaves "TOre dtu'tLaeed e. and 1 secondary explesion was ci,hsl3,~p:.! 

c. Air Support. 
( 1 ) q,OllQ..~. 

(a) During the month of Hay 1968 WiG ;6furnishod the 5th 
Uarines turo UH-34 command and cont.rQl-dtrect sup}?ort airc:t'aft on 11 daily 
basis.. Theso aircraft completed 19.0 sup.port rJiss.ions lifting a. total of 
2035 troops and 35.9 tons· of cargo p,s, fQllm-Ir;;:' 

(1j 98 A.dminiStratiya Il1is 13:iions lifting 945 tr-0013s<!" 
(2,. 7 Taotical 'lllissi.Q!l,slifting 900 troops.,. 
(3 25. Vi.Sl;tal ~~0qnnJ~i:t~s.8.lJ:qo l1!,issio~s,:j.i-ft:i;n~" 4~rO:' troops. 
(4) 18. 'Unit cO!@lroJ.de~ missi.ons. lift.i,ng 5'0 trooP!!. 
(5) 42 logistic, fniS$~OJ,1S, ·.lifting 35.9' toils of cargo. 

(b) Durint; this p-cr:i:eA ';a~l.i~~~dm.at~l¥ 1713 r,j,xod \-ring; close air 
support sortie s, 364 1i;j.l? Support I\ad~,' {~~ (:413ffi')" cO'1'lt':r::eUeq. ,sorK::i:es and 22 
helicopter gunship sGrtiQ;:l vrero!'rov:i:.d.ed' ,,~ sq.:p~ of o~,ra~io~! vitlliu 
the 5th Marinos area of operations" 0Xpol¥llng :ap~roxima.to:i,y 126& 'tollS .. ,Or 
aviation oronance against the enf')my.. h5, AO%'J]i~C~A) sortiesprov:ftled an av-· 
erage of 5.14 hours of visual recol'r1':l8i'il3sahee_ tier day while 21·, r~reahip 
sorties provided. an a.vorage of 1.4 hQurs pr:iJt~umination PC.+ nig4.t. 
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(2) . ok Reaction ~:acke.. Tho '@il,;iJ~~ir~S e;lC9cuted 1 Sp~:rOW 
Hawk (l'latoon .and 3 Bald ;In,elo COInPun;y) ·Cltl:iiCk' re,p;c,tA~Qnop\3raticms. 490 
oombat troops were inserted ond. exiir.3Pted as f01fQws::~ 

. a. 3 ~ .. 1 st i lat " ,0·'00, 1/5'" (55' ;tro'o~!i) fus'ert6g./extz.e.cted 
by cH46 txaneportjtrH1U gunships at, 'ZD014188 to }:'Il;ovide security tor '8 dis­
abled USA 1U1D IJC. 

b. 9 May - ':l. Co, 1/5 (1'.35' troops) insertqd/extrncted by CE46 
transport/UR1Il gunships at ZC085965 to relieve, nnd exiract Recon ~eam Veol Stew.. . . .., .. " '. , .... 

c. 16 May - B Co,' 1/5 (150 troops) inserted/extracted by:o:e:34 
at YD898186 to provide security forC'nTFXl?~iiY on a 1f;isit t.oc' ~he fi~ld~ . 

d. 23 M~ -. DOo" 1/5' (140trdop!'r) iri:~e~todle#:;:,acted by 'CH:46 , 
transport/UHlIl gunships at ZC134969 to iGliey.€l, and extrc.ct!1eQbnTeam-,VeaI 
Stew. 

(;) Special Opero.tions. The montli ,of M..o:w was chataoterii~'gd' by air 
lifted/air supported spoiling ·a.ttacks mmedi"at interdicting ene~ capo.­
bili ties within the 5th ltIar,ine's 1:0. .; 

. a. 8 Ma¥ - ~" a'o,115~Re;n) ex~cuted 8. ~eJ,;i.c(lpt.e;rbG,~;ne ~§(l,Ult 
against suspected enenw rockets'Yd~?,ge, anq.lp,tU1ching position:::; vIctYD8Mo6,5. 
The landing in the de~ignated :r.;~, 'w~.§; 'D~dceeded by E" :f:efn~~nto" -Q.,;;fals's ,LZ. 
Both LZ' aware sub.jectod to e~ensJ.",,~;>r:i:;x:eq~W~ng str:8kdi prig)'} ~o: the t:r:oop 
insertion by MiG,: 36 CH46 transports/IDI1~ 'gunships. 

b. Dxtensivo o.irs'tpp.q~m.;'~t"~ ~ovided 1'1 Co, 3/5; jJ OG., 2/5; 
and the Bn Command Group of 2/5~bet~e¢~',:8:$G. -16 .~ in op.e;rat;tons vicinity 
liT815905. This site (at 3000' ele:va~'i~n) W8.i3 19CQted in. a; ravine., surroundod 
by precipitous terrain an~ co~~,r€d: ,bi'd.~l:lfI~ !~~~~e'69an6py reachfn~ .• up. tP . 
140 feet. The slope WaS lncll.nedas mue,h! E:I,~\'\gO"'70 ; 'no LZ w[:',s a;v,a;t.l;a:Pi~, '~n 
this steep, remote atea., On 9 .Ma;y; ~IJJ}g:~'-36;"'lllei.q'e;Va(J heJ3~copters a,tteJllpted "~ 
hovering extraction of) M'Co's oasulUtili'ls but'we~e forced to dj,spont{iluo ·the 
missien due to heavy ene~ fire. 1.t 13@OH 9 Ma.vthe 2/5 CO.1Iimand group 
plus II Co. (Rein) ,2/5 'Were helilifted int,o 1a:838962 to effect link up with 
MICe by foot movoment. HeeJ1while cH46' sattemptGd to air drop 1000 pounds 
of supplies to H Co. These supplies fell outside the friendly perimeter. 
At first light on 10 l<lay anothe:r medevac was attempted but intense enemy 
fi~e drove the helioopters from the area.. During this day :2 UH34 l./C free 
dr'opped 4800 pounds of ce.:rgo (ammo, fooa., mcd supplies, and (:4 to blow &1 . 

LZ) to M co.. Approxima.tely half or the drops '1Jwre retrievod and M Co. 
steckpiled 48 hours of supplies. Weather prevented fu+ther :t!l9,dov·ac attempts 
on. 10 ~. On the morning of 11 Me.;y MLG 36 CW',6' s again atte'mptod, hovering 

. me,devaos under heavy air support but were foreed frOID the. ·z6ne· with 1 p:ilot and 
1 .creW' WIJ~. l,)uringthe day 1lli34 A/e drGPped 2200 pounds (C4 and medsupplies) 
. h.a.lf was :retrieved plus 6 pacRogcs hom the 10 Hay fu::op. ·1:.t1300H 11 MEw 
thlEl Bn Command Group 2/5 anq. D 0o, 2/5 13.t?fect~d, link upw:i;:t:hM~Co. l~t 
19()OR 11 May CH-46 l~/C attempted qnoth0~ 'h9vo;ing modovac. Both f/e y~re 
hi"\; and forced to withdra.w with1crowliIA. One Ale made an emergchcy ':land­
ing at Danang and the second was forced:' down atlIT.l?72992. On the morning 
of' 12 Ma.Y limited arops of C4 continuer;l while the LZ. ~as being enla:cged •. 
l~t 1500H, 12 May the LZ was conaider~d ta:r~ .enQugh.to receive' helicoptdrEi • 

. .4 
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At 1600R a combined medevaQ/fixea.·H'vIj;l1.gpc.~6K2,[;G arrived on;.'s;cena .:<.The fixed. 
wing suppo:et. was discqJltinued o.t',t~!ri·;;~hG first roclce{irtip·a6.ted':arii'~nltfr.ionoiy 
troops concealed in the jungle., l1t'!;.'1700E USA UH1HiJ./C:we;:a' a.ble, to. land 
in the LZ and extract 4 cri tical'WI1l.. Lt 1705H lCH46 landed and' embarked 
12 WIll.; on takeofr the J./O struck trce~.an:d'crb,shect'''ithOtlJ¥ti::inat' ~ U:l1ho 
crew Ot embarke.d l!lIl~1 s. At 1830H 2 PS£? eH 53 (J'ol.,ly Green (Uant"B) began 
evac of \VIJl.ts; dl,.wia.'s were eve.ced'excopt walkiilgwoundod. j.t 0730H 13' 
M~ CH 46 l~/C modevaced 011 K!1~ and remalning V!IL.~ He1io~pter resupply . 
was Gff'ected without event. On 14 and' 1.5 MeiY the c:1mbined forco continuod 
the a.ttack to the south east. On 16 May the combined force was -e:ltCracted 
by helicopter from flr910850.. . 

(c) 28 May - D Co (RElin); 1,/5 exe¢ht,ed a helic6pterbbrrie assault 
against suspect,cd enentr harboring .. ~iili~si vi¢ y:ne19040. The landing in the 
deSignated LZ was precqeded by E\. ;f.~il1~ :,~"t¢ e: faise LZ. Bpth LZI s were 
subjected. to extensive fixed \lii.n,g' ~tri:kGSiprior to the troop in~rtion by 
~ 36 OR 46 transportsjuH1TI gUnShips. 

7. Intell!gcnce. 

a. Dstimate of enemy stre~ht location, dispositicn and situ'ation 
prior to operations. 

:llneIrU Order of Battle informatioIlma.~nt.ained at thq conclusion of Opera.tion 
HOUSTON (l)ha.se r): 

C118 Co 
K4C Bn 
804 Bn 
802 Bn 
K10 Bn 

~ 

LF 
NVil. 
MF 
NVA 
LF 

LOC,LTIOlr 

Vic ZDOS14 
YC9596 
YD9715 
'YDS6oo 
YD8503 

~;m STRENGTH 

100 
350 
450 
500 
400 

This OOB informaticn was that actually developed during Operation HOU9r ... 
ON (l'hase I), th:roughconte.ct, inte:rrogat ion of detainees, translation of 
captured documents and various agent :r!eports.. Other units subordinate to 
the 4th Hegiment and. the newly reported 22d Regi."!lont were considered to be 
ope:lating within the J.o but no timely :i;ntelligence existed concerning these 
units a.t the commencement of Operation HOUSI'OH (:Lhase II). 

, It was considered that· the enemy, during Operation HOU8TOl~ (I'hase II) 
would continue his refurbishing activities and probably near completion of 
these logistical and training l1ecessities~ Thus, it wa.s anticipated. that 
the enerrw would retain the majority of his forces within his mounta.in base 
areas and conduct only limited fora;ys into the low ground, primarily dic­
tated by his continuing efforts to obtain rice and other foodstuffs. The 
po.ssibility of limited harassing. activities was a Iso antiCipated. Courses 
ofenem.v action expected. included protection of :r:ice resupply routes, prep­
aration to reinforce any major offensive initiated; the conduct of' limited 
unconventional warfare, to include probes2l1'd ambushes, interdiction of 
Route 1, and the use of mines and booby traps throughout the area of Op­
ara.t.ion. 
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b. E.'neDG"strength t location, d:ispoGtt~on: an<'l' si tuati'on actually fOWld. 

(1) The receipt of intelli,enco J:eveloped tl:l:J:ough contact, interxo­
gation of detainees, translation of captLlCed documents and various agent 
reports indicated that the following unitsir,ere operating within the l>rea of 
Operation: 

UNIT Tn'E EST, STllli""'NGTH LOCIEJ;Ol~ 
F116 Co LF 75 YD8323 
C117 Co LF 100 YD8425 
0118 Co LF 64 ZD071:3 
K4 Bn NVl .. 250 YD9122 
K5 En MF 400 IJT8993 
MB Bn MF 275 ZC1096 
K4C Bn MB' 260 YC9298 
802 Bn NVA 500 YD8420 
804 Bn r,1F 450 ¥n8501 
810 Bn ME' 260 YD8400 
K15 En IWl. St5 Troui Mtn 

(2) The locations listedabov\:lind.icatc a dispersion of enemy 
strength :in 2 main areas, the mountainous b~se areas and the populous 
coastal lowlands in rhu Thu and Vinh Loc districts .• 

(3) The primary pa.ttern of ene:my'movement 'WaB traffic on a. north­
south axis between these 2 areas, and geriEn:allys88I;Kid motivated by logisti­
cal requirements. Interrogatlcnof' ~HQ~ .Chanh and i'l,P s revealed that the 
enemy exercised great tactical cau:tib~ during th,ese moves making every ef­
fort to avoid contact. The use of advance 're?onnaissance teams was charac­
te~istic of all enemy movement. 

(4) The quality of troop enoounte:red was generally bGlow standard. 
l)risoners and Hoi Chanhwere, for the greater part, yoUng and poorly trained 
conscriptees. Although this is not considered to indicate that tho whole 
of the enemy force within the Area of Operation is at a minimal state of 
co"mbat efficiency, it does indicate that the enemy has furthor training and 
organizing to accomplish before he can hope to mount a successful me,jo'r of­
fo.nsive • 

.. 

; . (5) Reports of the intention of the enemy to launch large scale. 
attacks against Hue City and to into:rdict Route 1 from Hal Van to I)hu 'Bai 

I .. 

continued, to be received.. No sound information could be elicited concerning 
trie planned date or period the' enelI\Y anticipates initiating this offensive, 
b~t it is safG to assume that it remains a projected goal of the enenw~ 
Specific targets recurrent in information concerning this offensive are the 
Lang Co Bridge (ll.T8895), :L!hu Loc District Headquarters (ZD0900), and the 
Troui River Bridge (YD9606). 

(6) . Indicators of enemy mo:ra.lc v{1.I:ied hom poor and homesick to 
high and .motivated. Variance 'Was apparent in both NVt. and. VC statements 
and. although the majority of reports indica.te 10vl morale, it is not con-
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eidered to be dominant enough to bo of major importance. The most freq­
uently reported reasons for dete:rio:r.:aticn of morale were lack of food, hardlP 
ship, homesickness and. fear of death. 

c. I'opulation a.ttitudes. A generp.J. appearance of coopere.tion and fr1end.-
1 in a s e was ev-ident among those who lived in ciose proximity to areas of 
heavy f~iendly traffio ~ 11. contact on 29 May that reaul ted in the virtual. 
dest:cuction of a hamlet was met by an understanding a.ttitude of the resi­
dents and a pronounced assignment of blame on the enemy_ itteas further 
from constant friendlypxesence vere more hostile and uncoope1:at.ive. The 
existence of a functioning 1lLF infrastruoture in these are.Q.S was report.ed 
by various agents. 

d. Mine inCidents. 1.. total. of 61,niirie/boo'0 traps were encountered 
during Opera.tion HOUSTON (rheae II). Of ,these, 38 were detonated and 23 
wete destroyed in place or othorwise ~utiaiized.}line/boob,y t~ap employ­
ment by the enemy ranged from ha:rassmerlt andnuisa.n.ce ta.ctics in the c'oaataJ.. 
areas to employment as early waJ!ning ,end. t:aet.ical delqying devicea in the 
canopy area. 

B. Mi6~. In the assigned .ill): Keep the ,JVLSR of"',:, by protecting Route 
'i1=1 and supporting bridges, culverts and passes. Support and. protect fri.endl.y 
installations, units, convoys, and road repa.i~ pa;rties. Conduct of£all.liitive 
ope%ations to destroy enem;y forQEis, materiel, and positions. 

9., Concopt of ope1:e.tj.0I1l>" BstablishBn liD's "Within the Regimental 1..0 to 
affect equal distribution of tacticalrssponsibili ~y. KeG p ROl.l te il1 open 
and protect key installations by physicalsec~ity end SQ811 unit ambush/ 
combat' operatidna. UseJn2ximum. forces "toc'bn:duct~ofrensi",G-op~J:a.'U.onsin 
th;e RegimentaJ.: 1'10 t'o ,destrby~th.:r~ing enemy £oroes;.a.nd·.'d·eny··:us~ o£~ t'el:""'c, 
l:~in 1'0]: bases and cache> sites.' ' 

10.: Executi~. /. . 

.-~., ", . • I~" ." 

b. '. 1 May1968'~ 
(1) ·011900H.· Col 3/5F'.£1 Cmb ~Loc ZC2:029981'A:lile ~oving ·:to. ambush 

site· Unit made corit'r~btwith :unkriown"nuIll\?er'of enemy,locZC202991.,Dnem;y' 
fired approximately 30-40 rds small arins and broke contact. Unit returned 
150 rds ale fire and had casualties medevacod.J.lesu1t: 2 USMC '\"TIlJil. 

~ ...... , \~: .; "(1"" J' , ." ~.:: ' 'c~:' '--,:_, ,', t, '''', ".~ 

.. . (2)' ·011949H~ Co' 13/)FTCU).b:Loc ZD201018'~~hilemovXng to, ambush 
ai te mSde cont'act with l:J?proxiriiat'e::~y;' 6 'VC.:~i Dnemy' .fired 50 rds' s/ a and tbrew 
3 grenades. Unit ret'u.:rned50 JOc1;s:s/a, '2 r:ds M~f9,5N~26g.renad.es .and>£ire.d .. 
3 rds of iuty illLlHi. ·Conduc:tec1.search,'.of ··are·a;'.. :tl.esu>lt:,:,1·USMC,.),vIiili.:"'., 

(3) 0122200. Co C 1/5 Sq,d Cmb Loe YD912094 Received s/a. fire from 
estimatedY enomy. Retu:ened ,8/ ai 'and· M":79\'fire .=~nomybrbke· cont.act and 
ned ·south.. Reaul i::rUSl'1CvIIiiiJ~;,:'" l '. . . 

. . 
'. 

:, ~" 
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SECRI!11' • 
c. 2 ~ 1968 . 

( 1 ) 022050H • Co J{ 3/5 FTAmb 100 lill:883955 Hea:m :inbV'oment in brush to 
the front.. lllumination fired. 'al1Q. observed f.,J'st 4'enemy in light colored uni­
forms With7~trid:ge .bel;ts', »a.C~¥~:d~&::fJile~s. Jti:r~,d apPtPximate17 250 rds 
e/a and 3 M""33 grenadaskill:i.ng "ene~~ .i'..dditionaJ. eneIl\Y ret 40-50 rds a/a. 
and att empted to envelope. J.mbush pUl;led back to aVoid envelopment and, dis~ 
patchell runner to get adjacent fire team t6j:reinforeeman:e~ 1Jl'lits linked up 
and commenced mOV'emeilt to scene of contact.. Heavy moveJDBn't was lie e.:r p, arid fl­
limination \'tas fimd. 1 Marine moved out of assigned position and 'Naskilled 
by friendly fire. Approximate~ 18-20 enemy observed moving north down stiewm 
bed (!:1l'883955). lu:ty mission \-las called on contact area a.rtd~greBs routes. 
Search at first light revealed 1 liK-47w;:tl}';mE).{sazines,. and blood trails in 
b:rush and pacld¥a:reas. DebriefingQf1>:a.:troj;.'byKCoGm:dr attr:ibu"j;ed 1 NV.u 
KIA to M"33 hand grenailes. All P!3!Jsorinel#oil=e greatly improssed:' \-lith the 
expiosive power and fra..grnentat.i:on ~ad,lus 'lof ;g:renade • Resu.;Lt :, ;1 USMC l{!J~, 
4 NVil Coni'lrmed and 1 1J{-47 Ce.pturf.)d. 

(2) 022331H Co B 1/5Sqd j~biLoc?' X:P9A2069 Observod ,2 lWl~onno:rt~ 
side of Route #1 and took undc,r f',;tte,. ,fixadqJtional ast:irna.tad 20 enemyoperied 
fire with approximateLy 10.:. i 5:rds iq'hafrom 'YD942063 ~ l1etw:ued lI1/'a. and M..:79 
fire. I:JnelI\Y brolte contact e.ndUeWt',O, ,tho ,s0,uth. 81 and artYnUssi0rls t,i;ed 
on egrG8S :r:outes. Seaxohed a.:rea.at;f:'i.~.;si!i 1'a;ght. Jiesul;ts: 2 USMC Klj~, 2 Wi). 
Com irned "; and 1 CWSC. 

d. 3 ~ 1968 
(1) 031100H Co L 3/5 Sqd:GmbLOeJ.T936917 J!1 ound 1 VO Oonfi·rmedwfth 

butlet hole ,in head.. BoClylooks to De ·a month dId. Result: 1 VC Qonfirmed, 

, (2) 031255H.. CO E Sqd lunb Loe ,ZC:t23953 Obser:ved 1 Iii/A walking :iIito 
am~ush site. Sqd fired 20 rounds mg fire and 20 rds a/a. Searohed area. and 
f0Uil:1d 1 Iff i~ KIA, 1 1.K-47, 1 ChiCom grenaae, 3 AK-:47ma.ge.z:i.:nesa.nd assorted 
78~ geax. Uesul t 1 NV A Confirmed. 

.. (3) 031510H Co ill 2/5 Sqd 1\mbLoe ZC1l5957 Had est 10-1:5 enemy walk 
int:o ambush site.. Sqd opened fire with 200 rde s/a. and fired a.rtille:ry 
blo.oking fires. Eneri\t returnea s/a snd fled to the north. Conducted search 
of' area.. Results: 1 USMC KI1~, 7 US}C in:m, to VCCdlfirmed, and 1 CS\~. 

~. 4 Ma.v 1968 
(1) 040630H Co B 1/5 Def rosit Lo.cYD937051 Thought they heard 

moV"ement outside lines. Fired 6 rd.s 60mm ilIum a1'ld saw nothing. .After ' 
ill:um ceased morG movGment was heard. Fired 1() ras 60mm and 7 :rds 105mm 
ill:um with negativfl results. //: app;roXimately040700H 5 enemy sun:endered 
to CPO' Uesul t s 5 m'T iJ:fElES Ll'fD 7 IIie" 

, (2) 041445H Co D 1/5 Co. S&C LocYD92802:<: S,potted '3 va coming ,out 
ofcal10PY. Fired 50 rounds s/a and ~ohDdat!ea.. 1l~su1t!. 1 VC j(IA 8. ,1 SKB 
captw:ed. 
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f. 5 ~ 1968 . 
(1) 051145H CO B 1/5 Lac 1D928(~72 Had farmer turn in lSKS rifle 

which he found. near his home. Unit ptLL :L:;,.1CLlCl' 1000 piastas asre1rraxd.. Re-
sults: 1 Sm,Captured. . 

(2) 052045H Co F 2/5 l)lat Cmb ii'tl Lac ZD16s006 Observed 20-25 
enemy. 1l.'ttempted to establish hasty ambush but wero obse:rv~d. S/A ~ounds 
we~8 exchangdd, un:i,t pursued with grenades and s/a. i;!!ty was fired onegr~ss 
:,:ou-:;es of enemy. Resultt 5 USMC NBClm from friendly gr'cnades. 

, (3) 052305H Co I 3/5 r'e:rimDef Lac l'.T814998 Co 1,- ~5th Eng Bnand 
Btry j!" 2/1 -: received inooming 82mm mortar fire simUlt'a.neouslyfroIll enemy 
located LTJ860009 and 1.!r815993. Co I received 4 :r:dsahd. other Unite received 
approximately 75 rds along with some RR andes/a fire. Returned 30 81mm 
IE, 22 rds 105mm illl and 20 rds 4.2 Mtr BE.. J,l:nemy firing cea.sed. He suIt: 
10 USN!~ W'2:LF; 

g. 6 jl1iw 1968 
( '1 ) 060!} ,OlI Co E 2/5 Loc ZCO'l8~68, Ij.ecei vd 12 :rds 82'mm and 12 rds 

B-40 ~ocket fire from ene~ loc ZC076988.Returncd counter l~ fire. SG~o}::.ed 
at fixst light and appxehended 1 v ietnamaS'e iemc.i", who indicated knowledge 

of Gn~rrvpoGitioris. RElsult. 2 USlID '''I1.lW, 1 D1'T. 

(2) 060525H Co H 2/5 Co Dc! YasH Lac ZC0789S6 Received 40 rds 82mm 
mortars. Retu:r:ned counter otr i'il:~:end 8eE\l:ohed axea oi'su.epactad enan:w 
positions. nesult: 1 USNC "rrMm~ 

e· ; (3) 062325H Co B 1/5 Sqd ia.mb Loo YD922116 O'bsGrved 12 enemy ap-
pro,aching from the north, fired 60 rds s/a, 6 grenades, 38 xds 105mm HE and 
16 ;rds 105mm. illurn. llnemy broke contact while firing 10 rds s/a. and throwing 
4 ~enades. Result: 6 USMC \HiJTiJ, 4 NVA Confiroad ill-ill 2 nlc. 

~ h. 7 May 1968 
(1) 011145H Co A 1/5 Sqd Cmb Loe YD737062 While searching village 

deiionated chicam grena.de rigged as So surprise explosive device. Result: 
1 US~':IC villE ... 

~. (2) 071955R Co C 1/5 Sqd Cmb Loc YD976068 Observed 3 WA while e.:n~ 
rou.'te to ambush site. Fired s/ a and seq:tched ex ea. Result: 3 NVA Cont"irJ:i1ea 
and 2 !We. 

, (3) 072-:00R Co I 3/5 PT Cmo Loo ZD198009 \ofuile moving t,o LP Site 
encountered 7-8 enemy at ZD198007. Enemy fired s/a. S/A and M .. 79 rds were 
returned. R2SUlt~ 1 USM:j \v!.:)f ... 

i. 8}~ 19t::3 " 
(1) 081 jJOH Co M 3/5 Co S&C Loo IJT875895 Received: approximately 

100 xds small arms from estimated 4-5 enemy. Returned s/a and enemy with­
drew to west. Duxing search of area received additionals!a and grenades. 
Returned s/a and continued sea:rch. Results 1 USMC KIA, 1i USllO vlIAE, 1 USMC 
NBCE ;;wd ~ NIl A C onf irmed. 
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j. 9 Ma;y 1968 

(1) 090015H Co I 3/5 So.d l).ml~ T:(,(, ,.U8?r;011 Apprehended 2 VN 111ales 
mOVing in village after curfew. h~'tdtlr.C~~ 2 ~:~T.:' ~ ~:;-:'. 

(2) 090500H Co M 3/5 Co s&c Loc .tlr869907 Received s/a and B-40 rds 
f:rom estimated 2 companies of NV A in predawn attack. Returned fire with s/ a, 
}1-79 , hand grenades and attillery. Result; 7 US}IlC KIl1, 4 USMC WlhE, 1 USMC 
NBCE, 1 ITBCIlB o....l1d 4 va KIf: .. Confirmed., 

(3) 091600H Co M 3/5 Co S&C Loe 1lT869907 Encountered an estimb.ted. 
platoon of ene~. Fired s/a and encountered he~y ene~ resistance to the 
southeast~ Maneuvered and secuxcd high ground and fired alty biocking fixes 
aJ.I a:r.'ound position. Result: 1 USM:: Kl;.L., n DSMC IHl..E, 1 USHC 1HIJNE, 2 usn 
Kll., 2 USN 1,f{Ii..E and 5 !WA Confirmed. 

(4) 091610H 00 I 3/5 Sqd Cmb Lac ZD205015 Dotonated 1 grenade rig. 
god as a. au:rprise explosi va device • Result: 2 USHe ·'lIIJJ. 

. (5) 091800H Co M 3/5 00 8&0 toc AT869906 tlad supplies air dropped 
southeast of position1 A patrol was. s~ntto retxieve supplies and encountereo 
anestimatcd pia.toon of enemy. Engaged with s/a [1.nd arty, but were unable 
to ;retrieve supplies. Re.3ult: 6 USltJ.C ~JI1£! 

: (6) 0919000 Co I 3/5 SqdCmb Lod l1U855007 Obkervod 1 enemy "lith 
pa.ok. Sniper fired 3 b:1s s/a~ Searched. M:ea. end. found. 11l1J ma.le \~ith p~k 
wou;nded. Result:. 1 Db~AlliEB. 

(7) 092330H Co F 2/5 Pla.t Amb Loe ZC160996 Observed 3 anomy. Fired 
s/a and M-19 :rds and then received s/a. from estirlk'lted 15 enomy loca.ted ZC 
163~97. Returned s/a and 105mm mission. Result: ; VC Confirmed and 2 lWC. 

" , 
k. 10 ~ 1968 

(1) 100300H Co C 1/5 Plat Bridge Sec Loo YD966064 Received 40 rds 
82ntm HE and 1500 rds s/ a. Ret~ned sl a and axtillory. Searched ar ca. Re­
sul't: 1 USI'1:C yfl1lE t 2 NVA Confirmed and 2 .liK-i1-1t s Ca.ptured. 

• (2) 100800H Co H 3/5 Sqd Cmb Lac 1.T869907 Received. s/a and auto~ 
mat;ic weapons fire f:rom an estimated ple-toon (-) of enemy. Retu:rned s/a and 
fir;ed an artillery mission. Result 1 USM:: KI1~, 1 USMC '4I.iJ1: and 3 NIH .. Con­
firmed. 

(3) 101025H Co F 2/5 :aat Cmb Loc ZC175996 Had 1 V1~' male turn him­
sel,f in. Fonrarded to 137,h ITT < Result: 1 DLTiJlf.iJ;B. 

(4) 101525H Co M 3/5 Co Def Posit Loc nT869907 Reoeived s/a fxop 
enenw on high ground. west of position. Returned fix-e and sCE:',xched axea.. 
Result~ 1 USNC KIA, 1 USMC ,nilE and 1 NVll ConfirmeC'" 

1. 11 May 1968 
(1) 110255H Co H 2/5 Plat Der Posit Loc ZC079998 Received 82mm rire. 

Returned counter battery fire. ResQit: 9 USMJ \>/HE and 12 USNC llIlllITl. 
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(2) 11100511" ,00 p' '2/~l'S<id.' Cmb' ~cLc¢'~Zq'1"7~'9B4 :.Dl1;t'oP:at~it 'chicom type e . ollWlIIOte mine. Result: ,4tr~ tv:UJili .. 

(;) 111300H Co M ;/5 Co'"?&c Loc 1.TB689Q8·'Whi~e·"atteJllPting madGV$O­
end resupplJl" mission, helos :rec.eived approxi:me.tel,y 1000 td,s 's/8.~ :Pilot end 
gunner of one helo WGl!e wounded. Result: 2 US1·1C WIiiE' '. 

(4) 111840HCo F 2/5$qd Cmb 'L'oe ZC.15399't .ll.ppr@and;ed·'1. VN male with 
,-no ID c~d. Result: 1 D.l!."'Tl'JNBljJ. 

(5) 111940H Co M 3/5 Co S&C Loc 1~96a90a 'Whiles:tt«npting a ,medcva.c, 
hTO helos received s/a tire damaging 1 holo extensively_ Halo was tor~d to 
la:nd at )5th Engineers compouna.. :aesuJ. t: 1 U:S}!C WI.t..NE. 

(6) 112147H Co F 2/5 Plat De£: J?osit Loo ZD118014. Marine threw hand 
grenaile at suspected enentY' mQ'\l'ement wounaing 1 Mar ine. Result: 1 nSMJ NBam. 

m. 12 May 1968 
(1) 120;300 Co r ,/5 Platner .Posit Loc ZJ)197010 Received' 3 'rd,s 60mtn 

mortar fire f:rom unkno...,n enelIW position. Result: 3 iJSi>[: WIJ.NE. 

(2) 1211000 Co :8 2/5 Pla.t Cmb Leo. 11I'666905 vfuila sweeping area. re­
ceived approximately 20 rounds ot s/a tixe. Returned s/a, M-79 and artillery 
fire on suspected enemy position. Ene~ ceased firing and area was searchod. 
Re sul t: 1 USMC KIA. 

(3) 121145H Co M }/5 l;'lat Cmb Loo ilra69907 "lhila sweeping 'southeast 
received s/a fire from approximately 4 enenv. Returned s/a fire tmd searched 
axe-a. Hesults: 5 USMC WIIN.ci and 6 Wi .. Confirmed •. 

(4) 121550H Co E 2/5 Co s&C Loe .tJTa69907 MedavB.Ced 3 $(; casualties. 
Resul t: 2 US}iC NBC:; and 1 U~ N.OONE. 

(5) 121610H Co E 2/5 Co S&C Loe ~a68902 Received 1 air to ground 
:rocket from :~riend1.y ai:roraft conducting air strike in aroa.. ]lem!1ining fixed 
wil% aircraf't diverted. Result:- 1 USMC KIll. and. 3 USMC \UliNE. 

(6) 121645H CP 2/5 Loe ~a69907 1 CH-46 with 12 medicnl evacuation 
cases end 5 crew I!lEHilbers on board. or e.shed. on takeoff. No enemy fire was in­
volved. luI pe~sonnel on board rescued and 'all olassified equipment and ar~ 
Ol:ment ~et:rievedio Result$:; USMC NBCD 8l'id 2 USMC NBCNE. 

n. 13 KA.Y 19(6 . 
(1) 131110H Co i' 2/5 Def Posit Loe ZD1510H Hhile cleaning pistol, 

1 Marine shot hims8lf in right eaJ.f. Result: 1 USMC NJ3C:G. 

(2) 1312>OH C:) E2/5 Co S&C toe J.T87290? Found 2 graves;oont'ain;ng 
2 NVL KU. approximately 2 days old. Result: 2 NVI.. Con.firmed. 

(3) 1312f,.OH Co Il 2/5 Co S&C Loc liTB66905 Received small arms ti~e 
from estimated 3 enenu.. Returned fire ~'ith s/a. end M-79. Sea:rched area. and 
found bl.)od t:ra.ila. Result: 1 USMC- KIA. 
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(4) 131500a C6' B 2/5. C6':Qljtb,Qpn'II6tF)L~8'§996f'Stt~t~nM 4 N.aC casual-
ties. Result: 2.NBCll and 2 USMC :p:sCl;fN. "",; . .;~, . . 

(5) 131955H Co D 1/5 S(1~'~b·Loc·:tn$W~624~·Q.b~Grv~d· 4. ene~ moving to. 
watd position. :Fired small arms andC),nO'IllY':·f,led .• ·· -Fi:r:cd art.illery riti.s~ion ·on· , 
routeR of egress. , SGaJ!chod .Area. Re.sult :). Nil L,.Colirirmad and 1" l.l{"'47 eapt~"id. 

, ' ',. . ~':. ~·t.· • ·'r "~-"- "~ .' , "0 .~ < ~c~:': ~,;.\ ~-' - ,. < 

(6) 1~20~OH Co C 1/5 Sqd .Amb 1oe:, YD981Q73 Ol,)se~ed,.~b9~t tl0atillg'-": 
down river. Fired small 'arms and me,neuvored on enemybea:ching'site;~ResUlt; 
1 ,VC Confirmed and 1 VN ·WU. C iv ilisn. 

o. 14 May 1968 
(', ) 14'j 115H Co H, 2/5 Sqd Clllb Loo Zcro6096s 1 Ha.rinG ·d!scha:tged his\ 

weapon WO'J!lding himself. Result': t USMJ }IBe'.li:~. 

(2) 141:20H Co II 2/5 Sqd Cmb Loa, ZOO12028 Jl.pprekl..ended1 '\TN ~e " 
with 2 In cards. Forwarded suspect to LSI .. rOtl compoWld. Result: 1 DmAIlmlJ. 

(3) 141210H Co E 2/5 Co S&C Loc' ilTS79893 L:'o'imd 3 structu:r:es 8 it by 
10 tt. Sea.:rchad a:rea and found a.8SOl:t&Q·ammo, 782 gee.r, .blasting equipment 
and 2 indi-tj.dual -:eapons. llesul t: 2 IWe. 

(J.\ 142:;45H Cc L 3/5 Sqd .JuribLec 1!l'960895 L.,Pprehended' 1 ~ mala for 
curfew viole ~ ion. Resul t: 1 DIl7J:L.INJ4:$. 

(5) 142345R 00 I 3/5 PI' Omb Loczm'9,00111aceived S/f'4 f:r,~IJi ~p~~xiio 
imatcly 30 enClllJ,Y Inc ZC190995 end 6 rds 60mm morta:r fire from enell\Y lo'c,'iZCt. 
187994. RGt.r,:r:ned fire with s/a, M-19, Lii.A1:l's and artillery. :enemy ,ti~1hg 
ceased. R9£'.:..1:h 2 USMC InA and 4 USMC WILE. ' 

p. 15 ~19.y 1968 
(1) 150925R Co F 2/5 ?la.t Cmb Loo ZC155992 Received. 1 eOmDland deto­

nated olaywore mine and. 2 rounds 82mm mortar from ene~ 100 ZC166965. Swept 
axes. withnef"-tive . ..:esu].ts. r"Gsult; 1 USM:! KIt. s:nd 2 lTS]Y:C \fILE. 

(2) 151~OOH Co K 3/5 Sqd Cmb Loe J~902941 Received snipex fire from 
1 enemy. lletuxned fi:re and. menouvexed to SSE'xch nxee.. During 111Dv.ement deto­
nated a cb.ain of H<6 mines 1.i!:l~8d together 0tlt:rail. ResUlt: 1"USMC leU: and 
7 USIvIC vlliill. 

(3) 151840R Co A 1/5 SqdCmb Loe~OD99) Observed "28 .eneIt\1 :~ijt;l!ng 
movement to am.busr site. Fired s/'J. and enel\V'~ei1:;'u:rncd s/a.Fire:d,~':t;:ftl~tY 
missions ·o·n oneuw ~)sitiC"la a;;,d fir ing ceased. Gunships end rl:ere·ship~s.:: 
utilizoo... .RoGUlt: ? U8~IG Ia'., 1 va ContixrlHi' end 1 ·J·lC. 

.', 

q. 16 Eg;y 19~q 
(1) 1617()QH Co 1'1 3/5 Co De! l'osit Loe Itr885954 1 3.5xoclcet lauzj;Pl'le~ 

was discharged accj rlcntally. Hesul t: 1 USM:; NBClt;:;!. 
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(2) 162150H q.o 13/5 Sq~, G1nb';'~~:¢i ,AU8170091le'c,:e::;,v:ed'sriiall. arms ti%e 
trom est1ma.ted 2 enenv. Returned'Sr.J.o1l.1~ ... cm8, 3- gTene.de-s and tr'WWi SQalc-hed 
area. unde~ 81mm illll1!lina.tionwith, ne,gativs :rosults. lle~slllt: ,~wim. 

r. 17 Ma.Y 1968 
(1) 1713'OO!J/5 Chopped to 7th ~~~es. 

e. 18 Hay~1968 .' 
(1) 180010H Co e 1/5 Sqd AmbLoc YD971052Hea:rdmovementand thr.ew 

grenades. 1 Ma.:x:ine 'Wounded by t:riandly 1':ragments. Result", l' USMC ''mlC2 • 
• 1,' 

(2) 181854H Co E2/5' ·Sqd Omb Loo !tl9·029c52 Detona,ted unlthqwil. tyPe bi! 
mine rigged with trip wire. Result: 1 USMC WIiJl1:fl. . 

t. 19 M83 1968: No signif'iQ,!,lllt.'9:orft&et,., 

u. 20~..ay 1968 . 
( 1 ) 20030m Co il 1 !5·F.r' ,Ajnb, ,lioQ, 'YD91v71'1,7:0bse:rve,,~' '6~ ~naJily moving 

southeast •. Fired s/e. and ene~i~tUrrH.{a7fira ,with 8/a. i1i±ed' 60 and .81mm 
mortar fires and 105mm e..rtill:e:ry.Sea.:rche,d:, area ana found- 1 11-r male in fight .. 
ing hole near scene of action with.f3KS·rifle.. Rc~Q'.t; 1USI'1O Y..IA, '1 U~ \HiJil, 
~ DEr AINED end 1 r:rc. -

(:;::) 201:;?OH Co H 2/5' Sq.<IS'ec :t,oo Zl)197024 Vihile in process 01' ram 
fi=ingLLii.i,1 illalfunctioned. Marilil:l t.iJ:iEl'c1~ to ,recook LL.D.!, .leapont'ued infliat­
.ing wound to man t ~ hand. Res~ t ;ttJsHc ~l!l,. 

e' (3) 202205H Co 11 1/5 Sqd ilJ[lb ilfoe lD900068 ObsGrved a.pproxima.tely 
25 'enemy mO"fing in wedge formation. follpwed by eo la:rge column (')f en~llW' mov­
ing" oast at :-~ fast :run. Un1t allo~Gd p'O,int to pass then commonced ,fl;:ring on 
mai.·n body of enemy. Fired !3mall a'f1l!S, M.26, 105nnn a.r~iille~y'~d. ~1mtnmorta:t .. 
Res:ul t : 2 US]\1C "TIl .. :G and ; VC KIll. 

. v. 21 Nay 1968 

. (1) 2102'5H C0 D 1/5 Sqd JUnb Loc YD975035 Initiated ambush on col-
umn. of enemy. Fil!ed s/a and claymore'mipes", . lilnGmy returned s/a. and broke 
con.tact. Searched axoa. Re sul t, t USMC l:i!.I$" 7 VCCcmfirmed, 6 NUl. Confirmed, 
7 rhO C apturod Olld. 1 C ShTC • 

; 

• (2) 2106;SOH Co D 1/5 i-lat,'Cmb Lac YD$17038 i.1.ecei,ved s/a fire 'from 
1 ellemy. Returned a/a and seaxched' E1Xea~ a.O'sW:t: 1 US1'£ ~fILE. 

. (:5) 21C750H Co 1; 1/5 :i-'ls:t O:.P .Loo YD.939051 Otsnl'ved 2 enemy moving 
alo;ng ridge }ille. Fired E~1.'ty 3lld obse:ned enemy fall and remain motionless. 
Res:ult~ 2 VC Confb:'med. 

(4) 210630H Co A 1/5 Sqc1qmbLoc YD9OS094 Found 1 fresh g:I!av:s oou­
te.i.ning 1 va KIl.. Result: 1 VC Cort£irI!l~d. 

" 
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w. 22 Maw 1968 
(1) 2205255 Co H 2/5 Sq,.<\ Cmb I,(;c 31)1'97005 Reoei'ITed 1 inodinins gre .. 

nade. Returned small arms. Searched axea.. nosult: ,; 'USMC 1I1Ill.S. 

(2) 221115H Co F 2/5 Co ,( .. ) S&C L.co ZDt850,55 A,pprehendea. 1 temsle 
detainee. Result: 1 DErAtNl!lE.. ' . 

(3) 2214~OH Co F 2/5 Sqd Omb Loc .A.U805049 Detone.tGd release typo GX­
plosivG Cievice of unknown type and Si~Elo Cal.led. and completed med-ova.cs. 
Result ~ 2 USMC lO'Jl and 1 USMC WIliIIJ'E. 

(4) 222005H Co F 2/5 :P1at Cmb Loe l.1.U818046 Observod, 6 enemy moving 
east ata range of approximately 50 metera.Eng8@3.d~:tl~ with small arms. 
Searched ~Ge.. Jieeult l ; USMC W'I1.E, 3 VCConfirraed, 1'US 1<L-1 Onrbino anc1. 
1 OSWC OU)iturod. 

x. 23 1'~ 19:)0 
, (1) 2320'151-1 Co C 1/5 :F'J! Oi LQc tD900039 Heaxd movement in immeC:lifite 

vicinity. Fuod sillall arms and 1 M-26g:reuade. 2 Y1a:rines wm::e 'Wounded by 
frienily shrapneL Res'!l.lt: 1 .UOO 'NBOlll and 1 USNO IrnCNE. 

y. 24 lla\Y 1968 
(1) 242230H Co D 1/5 l'Ia:t 'Omo'J,oe 1D945046 Engagedunlmown numbar 

of ene~ t.:<ling do;'u trail. Enemy .i,.ni1)iatad contact '<lith smnll a;rms and ch1-
cot:\. grenades 0 Re'cw:ned lire with small arnlS and gx,enades. .ArtillerY', 81mm 
lI'.orta:c and Srooky nareships util~ed.. Search of area. conducted.. Res.ults: 
2 USMC KIA, 1 USMC WIllE, 4 USM:: \·tIANEt~O 'NVJ~ Confirmed, 4 IV(C and 1CS'WC. 

C'O. 25 !To,y 1968 
(1) 2519"jOH Co F 2/5 l'lat Def :L'osit Lac ZD15301; Obsel:V'ed 5 eneII\Y 

car"l'ying weapons moving into vHlage loc ZD154011. Dispatched patrol ". to 
investiga.te. Estg1Jlished cont'tct with enemy- firing~a.ll arms and killing 
1 enenw. Apprehended 4 VN males in immediate vicinity_ rtaGUlt: 1 va XL".. ' 

(2) 252000H Co H 2/5 rlat ( .. ) Omb l;!~c,ZC190990 E:ncounte~ed 5 encntf 
in meeting engagement. Enenw fired smalJ:a.1:InS and.t~ew grenades. Returned 
s~ll arms !?r,d. enomy brdr.e contact. J:.!.esjl1t ~1 VC C'onf'1rme9,. 

aa.. 26 Maor 19G8 .' 
(-I) 2606'!,)H Co :E: 1/5 ;:lat Cmb liQ,c YD092968 While lee."ing ambush site 

received 15 to 20 rounds 60mm mortar fire from enenw 100 YD093998. Fired 
a:rty Illi.ssion on e:".:7):;[ pcs:i. tio:c'. ::k"1.d searched area.. Dt'..ril_g seaxch 1 Marine' 
pu.lled a. lent;ch of comm ·".:XO c.r;;·~ona.ting an ~ 'J!line < Hesult;1 USMC ',lIil1i'E. 

(2) 261815H Co B 1/5 l'la.t Omb IiocZDo05004 Rece'ivod smail arms fire 
tJ:om enenw loce.te'i '?:OO100()~. Fired small m:ms aIlCl f\caJ:ched a.xea. Results I 
1 USMC "TILE. 
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bb. 27 Me3' 19681 No signif iba.ht con.r; act". 

co. 28 ~ 1968 
(1) 2B1410H Co H 2/5 Plat \lorking ?arty Loe ZD198010 1 Marine deto­

nated a. friendly b(,uncing betty type mine while cleaxing brush a.t above OOo:l!d.. 
Uesult: 2 lIBel( and '5 liffiCE. 

dd. 29 MaiY 1968 
(1) 290615H Co C '/5 Sqd Cmb Lac YD954052 ObserVed large group of 

en6lll¥ located YIlj45052. Fired ~ty mission and. enemy oxoke contaot. Gun ... 
ships and flO requested.. 2 tanks wexe d.ispatohcd. with inf'ant17 unit in an at­
tempt to close 'lfi th ene~. Estimated NV.l~ company encountered inGrid Square 
YJ)9506. l~dd.itional troops cOmmitted. Blocking force set upa:r:cund enemy 
unit (contc;r o!mass YD961062). l~t 1500H Cot s B and D commenced attaok sou.th­
east againl;;-t moderate to heavy resistMce. ~ixed wing and a:rtl11ory used ex­
tensively throughout contact. Rasultl 4 l1:;'!MCKU.,· 9 usr·1C Vll.LE, 47 NVt. Confirmed 
9 r()l:!, 27 rIC and 1 CSVIC. 

(2) 29(){OOH Co G 2/5Sqd CmbLoc llT908950 'i1hiloreturning from am­
bush site Via3 fired UpCl: with 5 ohicom type claymoxGs. R~sul t,: 2 USMC KIL. and 
2 USl'IC ,ailE. . 

09. 'if) May -; 968 . 
C:) 30"'! 6.15H Cc G 2/5 Sqd CmbLoe AT903947 Observed. 4 enemy carrying 

demolition charges. Fi:L:ed small axms end tL1LI~~ • Result: 1 VC Confirmed .• 

rf. 31 May -1968 
(1) 311245Il CoG 2/5 l.>la.tCmb "Loo :t!r90694I'r ·Found-1fresh grave oon­

taining 1 VC Kl1.... GJ:aveapproximately 'days -old.. ,ReBul t; ·1 VC. C.onfirmed. 

(2) 311L;"'!5H Co H 2/5 Sqd Cmb Loe ZD208000Detonated a M-26 g:tenade 
riggGC: as a suxpr:'8e explosive. device. Hesult: 2 USI-I; "lIAS. 

11. g~:§. 

e.. These fi€,"'.:~es reflect cumulfl,tivefigul!es fOJ: Opert'.ticn HOUSI!ON?hase 
I and ~hase II. 

b. U. S. M...'lJ: ina Corps l'exsonnel o.n. S. ll:rrnyi'ersonnel 

KIJi. 81 KIJ .. 2 
WliE 307 \-1 un 23 
',IIilNE 118 '!/L'J{i~ 15 
NECK 5 
NBC]] 49 
1TBC1TE 24 
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WIliE 
NECE 

2 
7 
1 
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e 
8. :Gnenw le~sonn\3J. 

fiiV1., COIJFWllilD 
V:O' COriFIRMED 
~rV l~ :1:ml"S 
ve, :i:'O\,['S 
'DE.C ~~,IHEES 
INNOCENT' CIVDJIANs 
C IV ILIl.N DEl7END1JfrS 
Th"DIVIDUIJ. 'JEia'ONS 

188 
165 

10 
5 

127 
62 
4 

Cl.u.~1JllEl 109 
OREW' SEEtVIID H'E}1U'ONS 
C i~Tl1IlliD 11 
VC RETURNEES 23 

a. lli:,sllEE1,Xo Thro&" dEJiY's supply "df,Class I, III and, V waBma.in~ainEld 
a.t the Cao Doi Lcj, by FLSt 1/ Aft. Resupply Wa.s accomplished pJ:iI;llarily by road 
as imp~oVemG;,lt of HOlAte 'i continued. 

b. ~Ia:!.ntenance. First and ,sElcend :~chel<>npGrLrmod 'py)mi:ts. Cpntaet 
teams weJ:e fu:rnish8d by FLSG lIAII on i%e9,u:~st. ' 

c. Th~tmen-i; of CSl",ualties, 'EVacuation and Hospitalizatiop. :Battalions 
maintained light ]3'::.3 f s in the field. 'Evacuation was to 3xd Mediccl. Battalion, 
(Phu :Ba!) t 1 st Medical :Be..ttalion.(:;'hu 'Btli) or to 1 at Hospi talCornpSAY (Da. 
Nang) depond.iug O:'j. weather, dist!l%lee ~d "pa.tient load. 

d. TJ:U;('8Portf.~tiGn. C&C helioopters continued to be heavily used., but 
the truoks f'lEsigneo. by 1 st Moto:c Tr,ansport Battalion became incra8.Singlyim­
portent a.s h<2avie:~ .1.0M.6 we:re moved and. the road. improved. 

e • Coro.munic at ions • 

. (1) Hadio communic8.tions tmoUghout Houston II we:cc adoq.uate. Once 
aga:in lJT!?RC.25 r8.0.10 equi.pment P:t:oved· to pe ~±gQly reliable with minimum 
maibtenance required. iilltennas RC~292werenecess3;rY ·and litilized throughout 
the a.J:oa. of Ope:r:ations a.t J:ogimentaJ.,be,ttalion,a..'1d comp~y levels. 

(2) Dw:ir.g tho pe:riocl 9-1.6MaY,,;:6,pEl~a.tions were .conducted :North. and 
SO\:J.th of :ridga line (1.1860906) to (1l!r8969oe)'l:lY Companies M and E with ~ha·· . 
2nfa :Battalion Comma1:1,(, G:touj? In o:rce:r to' insure c()j;1lllunic['~tions with the'stj , 
un.f.ts automatic ret~'z..nf'n:i.·::fiio!:' stations ·utilizing IJ~/.:..H.C-110 equipment we;xe 
ee~ablished 11/ lieac1quart"}.:::'J 'Jompany 5th"Mtu:~es at l'hl:'.. Jia (f.T8;400pl and 
by Oommunice.t.i.ons Company, 1st twine Division at Da l'ia.'1g (A.'r954145).' ~o 
st/:i.tions WOto nocos:3!'XY in otder to service units whGXl :;i!orth and South of ,the 
l!iC!1ge line. The or..Ly difficulty encounteled was mut·cl;.U inte:ferenca of freq­
uencies with :f':rien6.1y tmits. iI.B a. result oommunico.t':'~,ns woxa d.:i.srupted whUe 
pJ:o.cu.ring othe:r frequencies fo:r utili..z8tW:i. On 1; ~y it was naoeasar,r to 
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ostablish a double antomatie rotranmnis£lioll circuit duo to non-availa.bility 
of a. long range~ nf fxequonoyfrom Phu ]3o.t to DO. ITrolg. This circuit \mS' os .. 
tablishQd from 5th !1a.rinos at Phu Bai (1'J)058131) through Phu Gia relay (AT-
834000) throU8h DEl. Nang rela.y (AT 954 745) to 2nd Datto.1ion,South of' ridgo , 
line. This ci%CUit opo~tod very satisfactorily in excess of 24 hours. 

(;) Radio Rolay opora.tions ,toro considered satiafo.otory. Tho in­
adequacy at a roliablo genorator for usc with AN/r.RC-27 oquipmont remains 
a critical problem. Tho AN,n.:mc -62 circuit se:t"ITicing tho ;rd.' J3attalion a.t 
Hai Van Pass (AT944921) 110.13 ra-establiahod a.t Phu Gia (AT834000) to support 
2nd 'Ba.ttalion.' ' 

(4) Frequency intorforenco in tho VHF rnngo continuos to be a. p:rob-
10m throughout tho area. of operations.' Aosignmcnt of "Sole User" frcquel1.-' 
ciGS is oonsidered necossary for Rogirnont and Batta.lion Tactical Notz, and, 
TAC P locals, 

a. Thia Ol)Oration "rtlS characterized by: 

('I) Quic:: rea.ction, short duration, COll11?Dl1Y nizc spoili,llG attacks 
against 1ini.-tcd. objcotivasdcsignod to keep the enemy off bc.lanco .. 

- (2) DeDI) penetration into tho co.nopiod high ground to destroy en-
emy fo::C?s~, materillj. and harbor sit os. 

; •. " ',:..J ...... .".\,~ ,- ,-';.:"~~' .',-:;,,:-:;,,": .~~~''''~.''::''.':+. ', .... .' ··.·.~·i, ...•. :".\_~)~~; .. ;;~,,; .,:. , .. :.,1_',,: 

'(3)"~,lillb~t!)h~s :ful:d ":patrolsintaTdi6tihg kno\m enemy rico,tlmnspor':'" , 
tatioli rOut'c':::.; 'and:gr01'iing :and ~toro:gc ho8.s~<;) "-" " ','" ,', 
~ .1', "'0' .. :' .. :: :. _;-" 'or:" _', "', " \' '." '-4.- -,'~ "'."':";;' I~ .... ~... ~~ 

" , :( 4).' C'oor0:ino.tocl oPordtionrf"ii th:iillV1t!CAPSjJ:TATI01ft\.LFJLICE' to ,;}:)ro-
vido l')rotoc-cion fo~c friondly rice harvest ond to oncourfl,go V'oluntoxy turn-
in of rice ,to socv.ro "stomgo' a..'i>GaS" " ' -'- " ,,', ":' " ' 

. _._ .' ", ' :.:'- . . :, >.: .; ~.: . .. , ~ ..... ,0 '., ".' ':: .', • " ' 

, " : .. , (5 ) ",Static def CP si va ,positions,; a. t 'key :bridgd sroid",installat ions 
alon€'rquto ~!f=1c'OI:lfJJ~iIDcntCicl oy"aggn:i'ssivc smdll'Unitru-ubushcs/c'Ombdtpn;t..;., 
ro1s 'wong' likely LL7CnuO r; of a;~:r1!ron.oh. 

b. Tho Quiok R6dct{on. ,~"::c otlpti,ny ,sac:;'spoi'ling £.~tta.cl{S'utilizad 'hdli'" . 
copt~rs '-for msor-tiol<i' [\/ld:"3xtracti6:i:f:in tli((wdstorn:fx;.,rt' o£ 'tho ::A:O'but" duo 
to' ~ l.ack 'of8:dact~l:Gb·I~lici iile'- zonos:in cl:oso"rfto:id.'iii-ty."-I~o 'soloctod,:targcts, 
nightfootm8Tchos 'i:oro F~'J(~ in tho or>.otcrn portion of ':~ho AO~ Thoso at­
t9:cks Hore pcint8d '~O\m,,::~',,)r~Q"lY mer-l:;ox/rocket posit'':'C'1;3, assom'jly o.rca.s 
rind OZll11l'Q; aneI f,bod (acllosLc1t~thd,0dg6"of thO' :canopy," TilO Regimonts oopabil1ty 
to conduct doop P.J!'cotrations a..go.inst enomY, harbor s::,to" Dl1.d linos of com- ' 
munication "'[CoS gr,idhy::r;:~l:,lCOd Oll 17 May ... ,hon tho :;~:'(c :t1o:ttl1lion was cho)? .. 
ped to the 7th l1a.7:'5.n08. ]»).0 to this la.ck of ndo(Tu(vv~ forces maximumuso 
lla.S mado of arlilTory,lk:mlGUlU'iro,i:\nd:c.irto ~t':~<,ck these ta.rgets. 

~>~ , •• ; • 

, -
'~C~:.t 
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• 
o. Returnoo o.nd 1"4 reports indicn-to tlmt frien.dly combat pa.trols in 

tho principle rioo growing !!.rOM and rw:'i;Tc·~"i;ion otlbushoo on knoHfl OlW~ rice 
routos \'101'0 successful in thw:::\rting tho onC:l!;J.Y' n o.ttOL1l1t to obtain o:M. t:ro:ns­
port rice. Tho coordin..'l.tod o1lomtions \-li th lillVll/C!~PS/NATIOu} .. .L POLICE 1'0-
suIted in over 200 tons of rice being placed in secure sto;ra.ga arens. 

d. Static positions at key bridgoD and. install<J.tions wore l.m.llrowd. 
through tho usc of protective mine fields, llddiUonal clca.ro.ncQ of fields 
of fire and tho const:ruction of new emplacements. In tl1C highly vulncroblo 
Hai Van Pass o.roa a. heavy sc.tura:bion of fire too:c size ambushos along tho 
road at night and squad size patrolling into the high ground during tho day 
hns proved effective in trustmting enomy attempts at dnmaging/dostroying 
tho rooo. Efforts continuo to be nladc to h:wc .iJJVIT!PF/RF forces a.snumc 0. 

great~r rosponsibili ty for tho ]Jro~Gocti on of tho bridgos in ordor that lilO:rc 

!{urL7J.oS C,::tlJ 1)0 freed for offensive O;':lOro tiona. fuoGO cffortG a.rc mooting 
Ii tll limi t0d success. 

15. B:-?.£....~~o-':1c1_:::t-~2l1:':.; It is considorod iJ:lIXlro.tivo tho.t Bo.ttalion size 09-
oration8 bo ccnd.l.;:; tad against the enemy's kno1m area of concontro.tionboforo 
he finishes :-~~;_8 ::1.',:o:rL training and food go.thorinG l'roccsscs and initia:tos 
largo 500.10 c,tto.cks< It is thorofore rccommondoJ_ t:-lC"tt the 3m Bn 5th Ibrinos 
bo returnoe'.. to :rG.g_:0::L';:'l-~\nl oontrol as soon 0,8 pr:c.cticablc. 

:;: 
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