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j+ :Command Chronology for period 131 May 1968

MCO 5750.24 w/ch 1
FMFPACO 5750.8
Div0 5750.2B _w»/ch 1

Fifth Marines Command Chronology

Headquaxters Co, Fifth Marines Command Chronology
Firgt Battalion Fifth Marines Commend Chronology

Second Battalion Fifth Marines Commend Chronology
Third Battalion Fifth Marines Command Chronology

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), (b) and (¢), en-
closures (1) through (5) are submitted as the Command Chronology for the
Flfth Marine Regiment for the period 1- 31 May 1668.
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HEADQUARTERS, STH MIRINES
15t Marine Division (Rein), Fleet Marire Force
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ORGINIZ/TIONAL DI L

Designation
5th Marine Regime.h.t

SUBCRDINATE UNITS

Headquarters Company, 5th Marines

1st Battalion
2nd Battalion
2rd Battalion

ADTLCHED UNITS

None

Loeation

Colonel I. G. GRIHLM

1gtlt W. J. ARANT

{1-28 May 1968)

1stlt B. T. OLEXTZ
{29-34 May 1966)

LtCol R. H THOM’SON
LtCol . C. CHIATHAM JR.
1I%Col D. N. REXRO.D

Thue Thien Province, Phu Bai, RVN Regimental CuP.

Staff Officers

Executive Officer
S~%
8-2
8-3
S=4

8-5

CommO

MO

Supply0

Regimental Chaplain

Regimental Surgeon

Regimental Sergeent Majox
Regimental Dental Officer

LAverage Monthly Strength

UsMe
—

OFF ENL

13 . 3406

131

LtCol G. C. McNAUGHTON

‘Capt B, J. MULHERIN

OFR

P

LA
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Capt ¥. A. DUFFY

Maj J. F. CODY

Maj 8. Ko McKiD

18tLt G, L. OWSLEY

(114 May 1968)

1stlt D. L, NIWMIN

(15=31 May 1968)

Maj E. R. PICRCE ,
1stLt D. G. WILKID ‘
1stL¥ R. L. C.RDY '
LtCdr R. ¥. BECK CHC, USN
Lt R, L. HiRRISON MC, USN
(1-28 May 1968)

Lt J. ¥. BROCK ML, USN
SgtMaj K. CHiSD

Lt D. GUESS DG, USN

(1-15 May 1968)
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P.RT II
NiRRITIVE SUMM.RY

During the period 1-31 Mey 1968, the Fifth Merines continued Operation
Houston (Fhase II) throughout the regimental sxea «f operation.. Emphasis
wa3 placed oOn protecting Key bridges aznd installations slung Highway one
fram enemy interdiction and denying enemy access tQ rice growing and storage
arsas. : .

in increese in enemy mining activity in the highly vulnerable Hai Van
Yass area was encountered during the first weck of May. The use of night-
timeysaturation fire toam size ambushes in the vicinity of the many culverte
ahd daylight squad size combat patrols into the high ground proved success-
ful in frustrating these mining efforts during the last three wecks of the
month. o

The chop ©f the 3rd Battalion to the 7th Marines on 17 May limited
the regiment's capability tc conduct deep penetrations into the cancpied
high ground. Meximum use was medc,of supporting arms to attack these tare
gets, In addition, quick reactiony short Aurati.n, c/mpsny size spoiling
attacks in the edge of the canopy were utilized to keep the enemy off
balancse. . '

2-1 | | ENCLOSURE (1)
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFIGLNT EVENTS
1. Personnel and Administration. ’

a. The command received an input of T officers and 280 e.nl:..sted PRr~
sonnel during the month of May 1968.

b. 4 total of 2 officers and 149 enlisted personnel were medically
evacuated out of RVXN during the month.

Ce The average chargeable strength for the Reglment was 111 Marine
officer , 3260 Marine enllsted, 10 Navel officer 2and 150 Navel enlisted
pcrsonnel.

CASUALTISS FOR TH: MONTH OF MLY

KIi WIAE . . WEAE  NBG NECHE K

35 10 44. . 167 13 2

MED-LVALCS FROM RVN

TSI oy
' 0

(2 147
2y Intolligence

e. General. During tho month of May, the 3-2 section continued col-
lection, anelysis, and dissemination of intelligence information in sup-
port of Operation Houstori. The volume and pertinency of information re-
ceived increased as the number of returnees and prisoners in and adjacent
to the Regimental Axea of Opermtion exceeded recent totals.

(1) Liaison with intelligence gathering agencies of GVN was re-
established and intensified, specifically with ¥rdvincial agencies thet had
begn previously directing their efforts towards infrastructure intelligence
in the immediate vicinity of Hue City. The techniques employed by these
agencies produced valusble information concerning the efforts of the enemy
in procuring foodstuffs and other material from villagers within the Lrea
of:Operatlon ond yielded successful tactical response, i

(2) Qontinued close 1lalson with the 1st Force Reconnaissance :
Company permitted meximum surveillance of arcas of likely enemy movement‘.

b. Cumulative enemy losses dur:.ng the reportlng period,

s - ENCLOSURE (1)
' LCRIST
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{1) 93 NV4i/41 VC KIs
(2) 27 DETAINIES
(8) WLTV 9
(b) vC IV O
(c) Wi RETURNTE O
(4) TC RETWRNIE 5
() CIVILIAN DIFLNDINTS 1
(f) DWOCENT CIVILILNS 12
(3) WEAONS C.lTURED
(a) INDIVIDUAL WELPONS 62

(b) CBIW SERVLD W3i,ONS' 6 |

(4) CiG Units in the 5th Maxines LO received 7 HOI CHANH during,

the reporting period. Y
G Significant Lspects of Dnemy, Weather and Terrain.

(1) Enemy

() The pattern of ememy movement in the 40 during May was|
agein primerily dictated by logistic considerations. The normal traffic.
adhered to a north-south axis between the populous and rice producing no:’:th-
ern coastal lowlands and the southern mountsinous base areas. Interroga%ion
of Hoi Chanh and P¥'s revealed that the enemy excrcised great tactical cau-
tion during these moves making every effort to prevent the main body from
making contact. The use of advance reconnaissance teams was characteris*ic
of all enemy movement . '

: (vb) The quality of troop encountersd was generally below |
standard, Prisoners and Hoi Chanh were, for the greater part, young and’
poorly trained conscriptees. Jilthough this is not considered to indicata
that the whole of the enemy force within the &U is at a minimal state of com~
bat efficiency, it does indicate that the encmy has further training and or-
ganizing to accomplish before he can hope to mount -a successful major ¢f-
fensive. '

(c¢) The enemy employed diversionary actions, such as mortar

je2 : ENCLOSURE (1)
: SECRET '
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attacks, emplacement of mines and booby traps, end contests by small units
in attempts to drew attontion away from rice rcsupply routes.

(2) The determination of the ehémy t¢ retain control over his
mountainous base areas was apparcnt in the aggressive resction he em-
ployed against all friendly presence in areas considered his domain. Mae
rine Reconnaissance patrols were forced to extract under intensive enemy
pressure 7 times during May. This informaticn provided excellent targets
for applicetion of artillery and air delivered firepower.

(8) 1Indicators of cnomy morale varicd from poor and homesick
to high and motivated. The most frequently reported reasons for deterior-
ation of morale were lack of focd, hardship, homesickness snd fear of death,

(f) Intelligence information provided targets for 4 company
size fast reaction operations during the month, resulting in the destruc-
tion of rocket sites, caches, harbor sites snd -ememy forces.

(2) Weather. Throughout the month, the weather was clear to part-
ly cloudy with occasicnal afternocn thunder showers. The' predominance of
good weather enhanced the capability of support provided by the 1st Marine

(3) Terrain. Continuing compilatitn of terrain intelligence by
the operating forces contributed to the store of informeticn that could
be readily provided to the unit commenders, Heliccpter landing Zones,
trails, fortifications, enemy ruutes of mcvement and eny unusual features
were recorded. '

d. Miscellaneouss

(1) 4n increasing amount of 6rdnance wag turned over to friendly
units by indigenous people.

(2) vreviously received reports concerning the existence of 22d
Regiment and its subordinate units being within the 10 were verified during
the month as contact was made with units under its control. Interrogation
and agent reports further substantiated this revision of enemy forces. '

Pl

3 . Training .

e During the period 1-31 May 1968, the following schouls were at~
tended by personnel of this Command, ' ’

1) Officers Ldrshp School 6 -
2; Staff NCO sgchool -6
3) NCO school , 16
4) Viet Leng school EOkinawa; 4
5) Viet Lang school (III MiF 4
§¢) Embark school €0kinawa 3
7) Lmbark schocl (IIT M.F 4
8) Registered rublication gchoovl 1l
33 INCLOSURE (1)
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(9) PSYOP Ozientation school 1 :
10) Div Scout Sniper school 16
gll Basic Organic Supply iccounting. -1
12) Basic Ammon Tech achool . , 1
TOLL €2

B, The Regiment continued its indoctinetion tralning for sll newly
assigned personnel.

4. Operstions. During the month of May sll operationsl activities of the
Fifth Marines vere included in operation Houston (thase II), See Part IV
Combet After Lotion Report for Operation Houston II, '

5¢ Fire Supporte Artillery, Lir and Naval Gunfire support was an indicated
in Part IV, Combat ifter Jiction Report for Houston II.

_ 6. Logistics., Operation HOUSTON continucd through the month with no
changes to logistic procedures,

As The arrival of "B" Company, 9th Engineers in direct support of
Task Force X~-Rey saw the initiation of many delsycd projects. 4 concrete
apron 23! wide was laid arcund mess hell #l and work was begun on estab-
lishmg preper drainsge for the area, "B" Company, 9th Ingincers alsc de-
livered and supervised construction of culvert-type bunkers for personnel,
In addition "B Company, lst Enginecrs constructed five strong back tent
decks and two SEA Huts.

B, '"B" Company, lst Enginecrs commenced laying M-16 mines at bridgé
#4, and requested that the entire job be named "Project Iorcupine"., Con-
atruction of defensive positions eround all bridges continued.

C. thu Loc Combat Base was clcsed out with usable moterials being
retrograded for use elsevhere as time allowed, 411 bunkers, trenches
and holes were biulldozed flat. The engineer water point was moved
initially to Ceo Doi L34 and then to Thua Taw Bridge.

D; Upgrading of Route #L continued. The tactical spen at Brldge #Zva.s'
extracted and o timber trestlc is almest c- mpleteds '

¥, Butler Buildings were made available to Headquarters Company ,
Supply end 2nd Battalion Supplys These facilities immediately elldwed
improvement of supply functions-pzrticularly moncgement.

F. ML5141 vehicles were issucd to the entire Regiment, relacing the
M42241s whlch were then deadlined administratively pending turn-in. '
i
G. Thlxd Battalion displaced operaticnal elements by convey to the

Da Nang TiOR. Their Rear remains in Fhu Bai.

H. Resupply for a twe ca:mpa:\yaﬂcbmmnd grcup operation on a ¥azor
back west of Hai Van lass was run by air drop fr m CH-34... This was the
only means of resupply because of altitude, no LZ, enemy fire and the

S g ‘ DNCLO”URD (1)
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emergency nature of the situation. When an L% was cleared scme med-evacs
were brought out by an jrmy HUEY, séme by UsMC CHe46 and the largest num-
ber by USLF "jolly green giants'". One CH-46 crashed in tha zone and was
destroyed.

SECRET

I, The 4 one-men chain saws on temporary loen from lst Gnginecy
Battalicn were returned to the owner as dirxected,

7+ Commmicetions. During the month of May 1968 the Regimental Commend
Post operated at hu Bai. The following significant events occured as
concerns communications. :

Ae  9-13 May an automatic retransmissicn circuit was established at Phu
Gia (4T834999) to the 2nd Battalion when operating in the vicinity south
of ridge line (1&860906) to (4T896908).

B. 18 May relocated the uN/MRC-éa radic relay circuit frem Hai Ven
Tass (41945920) tc ¥ Gia (40834999).

C. 20 May furnished a AN/TRC-27 radio relay chennel tc lst Field .
Artillery Group for teletype Communications 4o 2nd Battalion, 11 th Marines.

D, 26 Mey installed a public address system throughout the 5th Mexines
ccmplex at Phu Bai in order tc pass alert warnings to 21l elements.

8+ Medical., During thé mcenth of Mey a total of 247 patients werxse treated

at the Regimental i4id Station of which 200 were refarrals from battaliorsor
other units located at ihu Bai. L& total of 845 innoculations were adminis-
tered during the month., On 29 May, Lt Jemes Vs Brock, Jr. MC, USNR relieved
Lt Ronald L. Harrison, MJ, USNR as Regimental Surgeon 5th Marines.

9. Dentals In order thet optisum use he made <f all dental officers in
the Fhu Bai area, the Regimental dental officcx was withdrawn from the

5th Marines and returned to the 18t Dental Company on 15 May 1968. Dental
coverage for all Marine units in the ihu Bai aree is now being hondled in a
satisfactory menner by the lst Dental Company.

10. Civil Affairs.,

Le During May a follow - up medcap/*‘entc, ap was cf‘noucteé at the

Vinh Loc District Headquerters with grcat success. 50 persons were treated
by the dentist and his agsistant and 200 perscns were treated by tha doctor
and corpsmen present. The villagers were entertained by a Victnamege Cult
Df:;ama Tcam flown in from Hue. 150 bars of sosp were also distributed du.r:.ng
t he medcap,

*  Be 200 bars of scap end 500 packets cf Kool-iid were delivered to

tihe orphanage nesx CAP 3—2 6. 1lso 610 lbs, of food was delivered te the
csrphanege in rhu Luonge 4 truckload of sand, onc of gravel, plus 40 picces
of roofing tin were delivered to the widow of a PP squd leader who reccived
t¥e U.9, Silver Star award, S

3.9  ENCLOSURE (1) .
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8. Transportation was provided and arrengoments made fer a Vietnameso.
boy from Phu Loc to have an opcration at 1st Med Bn, vhu Bai to correct a
hairlip. Transportation was also provided for 12 pallets of cement from
Hue to Phu Loc District Headgquarters by the 5th Marines.,

11. Lsychological Opsration.

A, During the month of May extensive acrial broadcasts and leaflet
drops were used in conjunction with the rice harvest in the Sth Marinos A0«
In addition the ground broadcast tcam was used frequently to assist in the
rice harvest program.

B. PsyOps material used was 1500 leaflets hand distributed plus 300
" Chieu Hoi balls, 2872 Chieu Hoi pens and 7800 Tu Do newspapers. The Chieun
Hoi pens were delivered to the schools of Yhu Loc District by the Distrioct
Chief, The newspapers were delivered 10 the Cii units for distribution in
their immediste vicinity. :

12. Chaplain. During the month of Mgy, the Rogimental Chaplain continued
to provide scrvices for the Regiment units participating in Operation Hous-
ton, combined action pletoons and Wridge security units located along High~
vay 1.

3-6 : ~ ENCLOSURE (1)
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HEADQUARTERS, STH MARmEs.

18t Marine Division (Rein) Fleet Marine Force
o/c Fleet Tost Office

San Francisco, California 96602

Commanding Officer
Commanding Géneral, Task Force XRAY

3/MeD/ jrb
3000
14 June 1968

Subj: Combat After Action Report for Operation HOUSTON II

b)

)

8

Bncl: —(1)
- 2;
3

18tMar Div0
5th Marines
5th Marines
5th Marines
5th Marines

.5th Marines

5th Marines
5th Marines
hth Marines
5th Marines
5th Marines
5th Marines
5th Marines

3480414
0p0 4«68
Frag0 32-68
Fragd 33-68

Fragd 34-68

Fragd 35-68
Fragl 36-68
FragO 37-68
Frog0 38-68
Fregd 39-68
Fragd 40-68
Fragl 41-68
Fragd 42-68

5th Marines Freg0 43-68
5th Marines FragQ 44-68

5th Marines

Frag0 45-68

First. Battalion, Fifth Mexrines After Action Report P/’&J
Second Battalion, Fifth Marines 4ifter Action Report
Third Bettalion, Pifth Marines After iotion Report / S¢7

-

1. Code Name. Operation HOUSION (Phase II).

2. Dates of Operation. O010001H May 1968 to 312400H Mey 1968.

3« Location of Operation.

Thu Loc, Vinh Loc, Fhu Thu, and Huong Thuy Dist-

ricts, Thua Thien Province, Republic of Vietnam.

Command Headguarters.

Fifth Marine Regiment

Task Organization

- . Pifth Marines

COL"F. G. GRAHMM

COL F. G. GRAHAM

DECLASSIFIED
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gt Bn 5th Marines

ITCOL R., H. THOMPSON

(010001H to 312400H May 1945)
B&S Co, 1st Bn 5th Marines
Co A, 15t Bn 5th Iixwinss”
Co B, 15t 3n 5th llnmines
Co C, 1%t Bn 5%h Norinds -
Co D, 1nt Bn 5th larincs
2nd Bn 5th Marines - IICOL R. C. CEEATHAM JR.
(010001E to 312400H May 1968)
H&S Co, 2nd Bn 5th Marines
Co B, 2ud Bn 5tk Mowines - - - .
Co F, 201 Bn 5t lnrines ' '
Co G, 2ad Bn 5th lMorince
Co H, 224 Bn 5th larinos

3rd Bn 5th Marines ,
(010001H to 171330H May 1968)
H&S Coy 3rd Bn 5th Marines
Co I, 5rd In 5th linrines _
Co K, 3xd In 5th larines . "
Co L, 3rd Dn 5th liarines
Co M, %=d Bn 5th Marines

ITCOL D. N REXROAD

6. Supporting Forces

a. JArtillery. ‘

(1) During the period 1-31 May 1968, the 2nd Bn 11th Marines (-) -
"{Rein) supported the 5th Marine Regimen$. On 17 May 1968, Foxtrot Battery,
2nd Bn 11th Marines was chopped to the First Marine Division and was re-
placed by Brave Battery, 1st Bn 11th Marines, This replacement resulted in
the loss of 2 105mnn (How) as Bravo Battery only had four tubes available.
In add.itionjmortar battery, 2nd Bn 13%3th Marines was chopped %o the Fixst
Marine Division on 17 May 1968 with no replacement.

(2) The following is a recapitulation of artillery fire support
provided the Fifth Marines for Operation HOUSTOK {ihase II):

: oBS 0BS H8I TOTAL
606 274 4857 5737
: - CALIBIR ROUNDS
! 105mm How 21424
‘ 15 SImMHow 3414
4.2" Yyp 1424
TORLL EE%KE
2 SUCRAL
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(3) Artillery fires werc timely a.,n f ective itk no fire sup-
port coordination probloms encountoered.

b, Naval Gunfire,
(1) fThe uss PIcKING (DD-6B5) supported 5th Mariries wnits from
0706308 to. OO600H May 1968 and the USS.KRETCEMTR (BER 329) supported Sth
Marines undits from 230630H to 2410558 and from 2509t0H 4o 251135H May 1968,

(2) The following is a recapitulation of Neval Gunfire support
provided the Pifth Marincs for Operation HOUSTON (Phase II):

18 1 58 7

| AMMUTTTION EXPENDTD
CAR 0 0E ¥ AR I omg,
5136 13 6 ; 244,
3150 28 % 18 382
TOLAL, 716 6_., % 76: 826

(3) Naval Gunfirve was both 44
congisted of hunker positions, -cave
enemy assembly areas, Six bunkers webé deg
and 1 secondary explesion was obsexved,

48, effective. The tarzets

c. Air Support,
(1) Gencral.

(2) During the month of May 1968 MiG 36 furnished the 5th

Marines two UH-34 command and contrel-direct support aircraft on a daily
bagsis. These aircraft completed 190 support missions lifting a total of
2035 troops and 35.9 tons of cargo as fellows:

(1 98 Administrative missions 1lifting 945 troops.

%2 ) 7 Tactical missions 1lifting 900 troovs..

25 Visual reconna‘lssa.nco missions: 1if fing A4 0 troopu.
24) 18 Unit commandex migsions lifting S0 'b.coops.
5) 42 logistic missions Tifting 35.9 tons of ca¥go.

(b) During this peried appreximately 176 fixed wing close air
support sortics, 364 Air Suppert Radar Team (; A’SRI‘§ controlled .gérties and 22
helicopter gunship sortiog were provided in support of operat:wns within
the 5th Marinos arca of opérations, expendlng approxinately 1268 tons..of
aviation oidnance against the enemy. 7115 AO/TAC 4) sorties provided an ave
erage of 5.14 hours of visual recommmissafiee per day while 2% flaréship
sorties provided an average of 1.4 hours 6f illumination per mght.

(¢) 104 medevac missions extl eted 27 KIA's, 140 WEA's and
B les. .
34 NBCEVAC casualtie : 3 SECRET
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. (2) jck Rezcction iackage. The 5i lhrites executed 1 Sparrow
Hawk (Flatoon) and 3 Bald Jagle (Company) quick reaction operstions, 490
combat troops were inserted and extracted as fellows: ‘

a. 3 Mgy - 1st ilet, & Co, 1/ 5. (585 troops). insérted/extracted
by CE46 transport/UH1E gunships ab ‘ZD014188 %o provide security for a dise
abled US4 101D L/C. ' _

b. 9 May - 4 Co, 1/5 (135 troops) inserted/extracted by CHAG
transport /UH1E gunships at ZC085965 to relieve ond extiact Recon Team Veal
Stew. " ‘ '

c. 16 May - B Co, 1/5 (150 troops) inserted/extracted by .UH34
at YDB98186 to provide security for CB-TFXRAY on a visit to the field,

d. 23 May ~- D Coy 1/5 (140 troops) insértod/extracted by CH4A6
transport/UH1L gunships at 2C134969 to relieve and extrect Recon Team Veal
Stew,

(3) Special Operations. The month of May was chaiacterized by air
lifted/eir supported spoiling attacks aimed at interdicting enemy capa-
bilities within the 5th Marines IC. &

' a. 8 May - « Lo, 1/5 (Rein) executed a helicopterberne assault
against suspected enemy rocket 'storege. and launching positions vic YDB34065.
The lending in the designated LZ.- dceeded by o feint into g, false LZ.
Both LZ's were subiected to extensive fixed wing strikes prior o the troop
insertion by MIG: 36 CHA6 transports/UH1l gunships.

: b, Dxtensive air suppo as provided M Co, 3/5; & Co, 2/9;
and the Bn Command Group of 2/5 be ween '8 .and 16 May in operations vieinity
Ar875905. This site (at 3000' elevation) was located in a ravine surrounded
by precipitous terrain and covered by dens ¢anopy reaching up to

140 feet. The slope was inclined a8 mu 60-70"; mc LZ wes aveilable din
this steep, remote arsa. On 9 May! medevac helicopters attempted a
hovering extraction of M'Co's casueltics but were forced to diseontihue the
mission due to heavy enemy fire. 4% 1300H 9 May the 2/5 command group

plus I Co (Rein), 2/5 vere helilifted into JIB38962 tc effcct link up with

M Co by foot moverment. Meanwhile CHA6's attempted to air drop 1000 pounds
of suppliestol Co, These supplies fell eutside the friendly perimeter.

4t first light on 10 May another medevac was attempted but intense enemy
fixe drove the heliocpters from the area. During this day 2 UH34 I-./C freeo
dr'opped 4809 pounds of cergo (ammo, food, mcd supplies, and €4 to blow an
LZ) %o M Co, Approximately half of the drops were retrieved ocnd M Co

st ockpiled 48 hours of supplies., Weather prevented further medevac attempts.
on, 10 May. On the morning of 11 Mey MLG 36 CHA6's again attempted hovering
‘me.devacs under heevy air support but were foreed from the zdne with 1pilotand
1 crevw WIi. During the day UHZ4 L/C dropped 2200 pounds (C4 and med supplies)
"half was retrieved plus 6 packages from the 10 May drop. 'A% .1300H 1% May
th'e Bn Commend Group 2/5 and T Go, 2/5 effected link up with'M-Co. ALt

1900H 11 May CH-46 A/C attempted another hovcering medevac. Both A/C'_ ware
hit and forced to withdraw with 1 crew WIi. One 4/C made en emergency land~
ing at Danang and the second was forced down at .[7872992. On the morning
of " 12 May limited drops of C4 continued while the 12 was being enlaxged.

4% 1500H, 12 May the LZ was considered large enough to receive helicoptérs.

4 | SLICRIT
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At 1600H a combined medevac/fixe
wing support was discontinued af he first rocket impacted: émonéxfrxendly
troops concealed in the jungle.. &¥:1700H USi UH1H -4/ were able.ta land
in the LZ and extract 4 critical WIL. it 1705H 1. CH4E 1anded énd embarked
12 WLi; on %akeoff the 4/C sirick trees and crashed wlthon]yum Njury to the
crew oxr cmbarked WIA's., At 1830H 2 US.F CH 53 (Jolly Green Giants) began
evac of WIAi's; all wia's were evaced except walking wounded, - 4t O730H 13
Mey CH 46 L/C modevaced all KIL and remaining WIii Heliocpter resupply
was offected without event, On 14 and 15 Mey the combined force continued .
the attack to the south east. On.16 May the combined force was extracted
by helicopter from fT910850. o

(¢) 28 May - D Co (Rein); 1/5 executed a helictpterborre assailt
against suspected enemy harboring gites. vi¢ YDB79040. The landing in the
designated LZ Wwas precoeded by a :fel into. a false LZ. Both LZ's were
subjected to exteneive fixed wing strikes- pnor to the troop insertion dy
MG 36 CH 46 transports/UHID gunshlps._ '

ing poekeie ¢r1ved on‘fscene

7. Intelligcnce.

a., Listimate of enemy strength, location, dispcsiticon and situation
prior to ope:cations.

nemy Ordcr of Battle information maintained at the conclusion of Operation
HOUSTON (rhase I) :

TNIT . TYE LOC.TION - ST STRENGTH
€118 Co F Vic 210814 100
KAC Bn NVA YE9596 350
804 Bn MF YD9715 450
802 Bn WVA YD8600 500
X10 Bn IF YD8503 400

This O0B informaticn was that actually developed during Operatiocn HOUST-
ON (Phase I_), through contect, interrogation of detainees, translation of
captured documents and various ageont reéports. Other unite subordinate to
the 4th Regiment and the newly reported 22d Regiment were considered to be
operating within the 40 but no timely intelligence existed concerning these
units at the commencement of Operation HOUSION (ihase II). .

It was considered that the enemy, during Operatiorn HOUSTON (Fhese II)
would continue his refurbishing activities and probably near completion of
these logistical and %raining necessities. Thus, it was anticipated that
the enemy would retain the majority of his forces within his mountain base
areas and conduct only limited forays into the low ground, primarily dic-
tated by his continuing efforts %o obtain rice and other foodstuffs. The
possibility of limited harassing activities was also anticipated. Courses
of ‘enemy action expected included protection of rice resupply routes, prep-
argtion to reinforce any major offensive initiated; the conduct of limited
unconvent ional warfare, tc include probes and embushes, interdiction of
Route 1, and the use of mines and booby traps throughout the area of Op~ .
orabion. '
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b. Enemy strength, locationy dispasiiion'and?situationkactually found.

(1) The receipt of inteliijgence ieveloped through contact, interro-
gation of detainees, $ranslation of captured decuments and various agent
reports indicated that the following units were operating within the irea of
Operation:

UNIT TY.E BST STRENGTH LOC/TION
F116 Co LF 75 YD8323%
C117 Co IF 100 YD8425
£118 Co ¥ 64 ZDO713
K4 Bn Wi 250 YD9122
K5 Bn MF A00 : 118993
KAB Bn MF 275 701096
KAC Bn MF 260 : YC9298
802 Bn VA 500 , YD8420
804 Bn iy 450 YD8501
810 Bn M \ 260 YD8400
K15 Bn FT ‘ 375 Troui Min

(2) The locations listed above indicate a dispersion of enemy
strength in 2 main areas, the mountainous base aréas and the populous
coastal lowlands in Ihu Thu and ¥Vinh Loc districts.

(3) The primary pattern of enemy movement was traffic on a north-
south axis between these 2 areas, and generally seemed motivated by loglstl-
cal requirements. Interrogaticn of Hoi Chanh and iW's revealed that the
enemy exercised great tactical cautlon during these moves making every ef-
fort to avoid contact. The use of advance ‘reconnaissence teams was charac-
tens’olc of all enemy movement.

(4) The quality of troop encountered was generally below standarde
Prisoners and Hoi Chanh were, for the grester part, young and poorly trained
conscriptees. Although this is not considered to indicate that the whole
of the enemy force within the ires of Operation is at a minimal state of
combat efficiency, it does indicate that the enemy has further training and
organizing to accomplish before he can hope to mount a successful mejor of-
fensive. :

{ (5) Reports of ‘the intention of the cnemy to launch large scale’
attacks ageinst Hue City and tc interdict Route 41 from Hai Van to Phu Bai
contimied to be received. No sound information could be clicited concerning
the planned date or period the enemy anticipates initiating this offensive,
but it is safe to assume that it remains a projected goal of the encmy.
Specific targets recurrent in inf¢rmation concerning this offensive are the
Lang Co Bridge (4T8895), rhu Loc District Headquarters (ZD0900), and the
Troui River Bridge (YD9606).

: (6) 'Indicators of enemy morale varied from poor and homesick %o
high and motivated. Variance was apparent in both NVA and VC statements
and‘although the majority of repoxts indicate low morale, it is not con-
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sidered to be dominant enough to bec of major linportance. The most freg-
uently reported reasons for deterioraticn of morale were leck of food, harde
ship, homesickness and fear of death.

c. Population sttitudes. A4 general appearance of cooperation and friende
linese was evident among those who lived in close proximity to areas of
heavy friendly traffic. A contact on 29 May that resulted in the virtusl
destruction of a hamlet was met by an understanding attitude of the resi-
dents and a pronounced assignment of blame on the enemy. ALreas further
from constant friendly presence were more hostile and uncooperative., The
existence of a functioning NLF infrastructure in these areas was reported
by various agents,

ds Mine incidents. 4 total of 61 mlne/booby traps were encountered
during Operation HOUSTON (¢hase II) of these, 38 were detonated and 23
were destroyed in place or otherwise Beutralized. Mine/booby trap employ-
ment by the enemy ranged from harassment end nuisance tactics in the cosatal
areas to employment as carly worning and tactical delaying devices in the
Canopy area.

8. M:LBS" on. In the assxgned 40:  Keep the MSR cpsn by protecting Route

i and supporting dridges, culveris and passes. Support and protect friendly
ingtallations, units, convoys, and road repair parties. Conduct offensive
operations to destroy enemy forces, materlel, and positions.

9.§ Concept of operetions. Lstablish Bn 11.0'8 within the {egmental L0 1o
affoct equal distribution of tactical responsibility. Keep Route #1 open
and protect key installations by physical security end smell unit ambush/
combat operat:.ons. Use" maxlnmm foxces 1o’ -conduct- ‘offensivs- opera.‘uaons in
the Regimental 4O 6 destroy- threai:enmg enemy £orcesiand’ *deny nge of: terwi-
Tgin for bases and cache: sites, ' :

104 Lxecut'ion. .- T £isn
Sce enclosureu (1) -thr"‘ough (‘5

b." 1968 EE Yo r’ ‘, " B .
: (1) 011900H. Co 3/5 7 Cmb Loc ZC202998 Wnlle mov:.ng 0. a.mbush
site unit made contrict with unk:nown ‘aumber.:of : enemy.-1oc -Z2C202997. . -nemy. .
fired approximately 30-40 rds small arms and broke contact. Unit returned
150 rds s/= flre and had casualties medevpcmi Aesults 2 USMC WIw.

: (2) 01191‘9H.' Co T 3/; FT Cmb Loc znzmms wvule movmg Yo a.mbush
site made contect with spproximateiy: 6 V€4 Enemy fired 50.rds s/a and:threw
3 grenades. Unit retwmed 50 xrds s/a, 2 xds Me=T79y.5. M-26 grenades a.nd f;u:ed
3 rds of urty illuit.  Conducted. ‘search:of - area.- Resudti/ 1 FSMO. WIAR .

(3) 012220H. Co G 1/5 Sqd Cmb Loc ¥D912094 Received s/a fire from
estimated 3° onemy, - Returhed s/a and M—79»‘» f:.re. -~memy broke oonta;ct a.nd )
fled south. Resulf: 2 USMC WIigiy AT L
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Csy 2 m 1968

(1) 022050H. Co K 3/5 ¥7 Amb Loo #T88%955 Heaxd movement in brash to
the front. Illumination fired and observed ¢st 4 enemy in light colored uni-
forms with cextr:.dge belts, packs a;ad Sluicts, F:.red approxlmately 250 rds
s/a. and 3 M<33 grenades k:.llmg 3 enemy: .ud'dltlonal enemy ret 40-50 rds s/a.
end attempted to envelope, Lmbush pulled baclf to avoid envelopment and diss
patched runner to get adjacent fire team fér reinfordement. Units linked up
and commenced movement to scene of contact. Heavy movement was lesrd and il-
limination was fimd. 1 Marine moved out of assighed positicn and was %killed
by friendly fire. JApproximately 18-20 enemy obscrved moving north down stream
bed (/r883955). Arty mission was called on contact area and egress routes.
Search at first light revealed 1 ‘.K-47 'w'tbh 3 ‘magazines: and blood trails in
brush and paddy arces., Debriéfing of patrol by K Co Cmdr attributed 1 Wi
KIA to Me33 hand grenades. 411 personne ére greatly 1mpressed with the
explosive power and fragmentation radius -of grenade., Result: 1 USMC KI4,
4 NVA Confirmed and 1 LK-47 Captured,

(2) 022331H Co B 1 /5 Sqd Lmb Lo¢ ¥D942069 Observed 5 Wi on north
side of Route #1 and took under fire. .4n ‘additional estimated 20 enemy operied
fire with approximately 10:15 rds: 8/a from ¥DY42055. Returned. B/a. and M-79
fire, Inemy broke contact and f1 ;0. &he South. 31 and arty missiens f;ged
on egress routes, Searched area at nst 1:,.{51\1:. nesults: 2 USMC Klhiy; 2 Wi
Confirmed, and 4 CWSC.

de 3 May 1968
(1) 031100E Co L 375 Sqd"Cmb Loc 47936917 Found 1 VC Gonfirmed with
bullet hole in head. Body locks to ‘be & month ¢ld. Result: 1 VC Confirmed,

(2) 031255H, Co E Sgd Amb Lot .ZC123953 Observed 1 NVA walking into
ambush site. Sqd fired 20 rounds mg fire and 20 rds s/a., Searched ares and
foumd 1 NV4L KIA, 1 fK-47, 1 ChiCom grenade, 3 AK-AT magezines and assorted
782‘ gear, lesult 1 NVA4 Confirmed,

(3) 031510H Co @ 2/5 Sqd Amb Loe 2C115957 Had est 10-15 enemy walk
into ambush site. Sqd opemed fire with 200 rds s/e and fired artillery
blocking fires. Enemy rcturned s/a and fled to the north. Conducted search
of area, Results: 1 USMC KIL, 7 USMC WILE, 40 VCCechfirmed, and 1 CSWC.

€. 4 May 1968
(1) 040630E Co B 1/5 Def Posit Loc 'YD937057 Thought they heard
moviement outside lines. Fired € rds 60mm illum and saw nothing., After -
illqum ceased more movement was heard. Fired 10 rds 60mm and 7 rds 105mm
illum with negative resulis. At app:mx:.mately 0A0700H 5 enemy surrendered
to CF. Results 5 DETLINILS LWDT TWC,

(2) 041445H Co D 1/5 Co S&C Lec YD928022 Spotted 3 VC coming out
of canopy. Fired 50 rounds s/e and searched area. lesult: 1 VC KIA & -1 SKS
captured, A

B SLCRHET

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

sz ® | ¢

f. 5 May 1968
(1) 051145H Co B 1/5 Loc TDY25" 79 Had farmer turn in 1 SKS rifle
vhich he found near his home. Unit pai® Jrrmer 1000 piastas es réward, Re-
sults: 1 SES Captured. '

(2) 0520452 Co F 2/5 Plat Cmb ¥+l Loc ZD168006 Oboerved 20-25
enemy. ALttempted to establish hasty ambush but were observed. S/A rounds
were exchargdd, unitpursued with gremades and s/a. Lrty was fired on egress
rouses of enemy. Result: 5 USMC NBCNE from friendly grenades.

(3) 052305H Co I 3/5 rerim Def Loc AT874998 Co I, 35th Bng Bn end
Btry ¥ 2/17 received incoming 82mm mortar fire simtltancously from enemy
located AUSE0009 and £4T815993. Co I recsived 4 rds and other units received
approximately 75 rds along with some RR and __s/a fire, Returned 30 81mnm
B, 22 rds 105mm HE and 20 rds 4.2 Mtr Hb. Epemy firing ceased. Result:
10 USMY WILH

g. 6 May 1968
(1) 0604308 Co B 2/5 Loc ZC076968. Receivel 12 rds 82mm and 12 rds
B-40 rocket fire from cnemy loc ZC076988. Returncd counter Mr fire. Soaxched
at first light and apprehended 1 Vistnamese femzlc who indicated knowledge
of enemy positions. Results 2 USMC WILND, 1 DT, :

(2) 060525H Co H 2/9 Co Def ¥osit Loc ZC078986 Received 40 rds 82mm
mortars. Returned counter ptr fire and ssarched area of suspected enemy
positions. Result: 1 USMC WIAVE.

(3) 062325H Co B 1/5 Sqad Amb Loc YD922116 Obscrved 12 enemy ap-
proaching from the noxth, fired 60 rds s/a, 6 grenades, 38 rds 105mm HE and
16 xds 105mm illum, linemy broke contact while firing 10 rds s/a and throwing
4 gmwenades. Result: 6 USMC WI1.iN3, 4 NV4 Confixned AND 2 IWC.

he 17 May 1968
- (1) 071145H Co A 1/5 Sgd Cmb Loe YD737062 While searching village
dejonated chicom grenade rigged as a surprise explosive device, Result:
1 USMC WIAE.

, (2) 0OT1955H Co C 1/5 Sqd Cmb Loc YD9T76068 Observed 3 Wi while en-
route to ambush site. Fired s/ea and searchied area. Result: 3 NVA Confirmed
and 2 IWC.

(3) 072400E Co I 3/% ¥T Cmb Loc ZD198009 While moving to LP Site
encountered 7-8 enemy &t ’7D198f‘f)7 Enemy fired s/a. S/A and M~-T79 rds wére
reburned. Resulte 1 USM: WIAE,

i. 8 May 1943
(1) 081500H Co M 3/5 Co S&C Loc AT875895 Received appronmately
100 rds small arms from estimated 4-5 enemy. Returned s/a‘a.nd enemy withe
drew to west. During search of area received additional s/a and grenades,
Returned s/e and continued search. Result: 1 USMC KIh, 1 USMD WIAE, 1 USMC
NBCE 2nd 3 Wi Confirmeds
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(1) 090015H Co I 3/5 Sad Amb Tcc ,UB25011 Lpprehénded 2 VN amsles
moving in village after curfew. WHegulde: 2 IV IT7,

(2) 090500H Co M 3/5 Co S&C Loc 4AT869907 Received s/a and B-40 rds
from estimated 2 companies of NVA in predawn attack. Returned fire with s/a,
M-79, hand grenades and artillery. Result: 7 USMC KI., 4 USMC WIAE, 1 USMC
NBCS, 1 VBCIT! and 4 VO XIA Confirmed.

(3) 09160CH Co M 3/5 Co S&C Loc AT869907 Encountered an estimated
platoon of enemy, Fired s/a. and encountered heavy enemy resistance to the
southeast. Maneuvered and secured high ground did fired arty blocking fires
all around position. Result: 1 USMC KI4, 17 USMC WIAN, 1 USMC WIANE, 2 USN
KI4, 2 USN WI.L and 5 NVA Confirmed.

_ (4) ©91610H Go I 3/5 Sqd Cmb Loc ZD20501% Datonated 1 grenade rig-
ged as a surprise oxplosive device. Rasult: 2 USMC WIiL.

. (5) 091800H Co M 3/5 Co S&C Loc AT869906 Had supplies air dropped
goutheast of position: L4 patrol was dgnt to rotrieve supplies and cncountered
an estimated platcon of enemy. Engaged with s/a and arty, but were unable
to retrieve supplies. Result: 6 USMC WIAR|

. (6) 09190CH €o I 3/5 Shd Cmb Liod: LUS55007 Obberved i enemy with
pack. Sniper fired 3 Ids s/di BSedrched Area znd found 1 V¥ male with peck
wounded. Result: 1 DUTAINEE,

(7) 092330H Co F 2/5 Plat Amb Loc ZC160996 Observed 3 cnemy. Fired
s/a. and M-79 rds and then received s/a from estimated 15 encmy located ZC.
163997. Returned s/a and 105mm mission. Result: 3 VC Confirmed and 2 IWC.

'
k. 10 May 1968 :

(1) 100300H Co © 1/5 FPlat Bridge Sec Loc YD966064 Received 40 rds
82mm HE and 1500 rds s/a. Returned s/a and artillery. Searched arca. Re-
sul't: 1 USMC WIAE, 2 NVA4 Confirmed and 2 4K-4T's Captured.

t (2) 100800H Co M 3/5 Sgd Cmb Loc 4869907 Received s/a and autow
matic weapons fire from an estimated platoon (-) of enemy. Returned s/a and
fired an ertillery mission. Result 1 USMC XI., 1 USMC WIAE and % NVAL Con-
firmed.

? (3) 101025H Co F 2/5 Plat Cmb Loc ZC175996 Had 1 VN mele turn him-
self in. Forwarded to 13%h ITT. Result: 1 DET.INIH,

(4) 101525H Co M 3/5 Co Def Posit Loc /T869907 Received s/e from
eneny on high ground west of position. Reburned fire and scarched area.
Results: 1 USMC KIA, 1 USMC WILE and 1 NVA Confirmed,

1. 11 May 1968
(1) 110255H Co H 2/5 Flat Def Posit Loc 70079998 Received 82mm Fire.
Returned counter battery fire. Result: 9 USMC WIiE and 12 USMC WIANE.
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(2) 111005H Co F 2/5Sqd Cmb Lo ZC171984 “Dc:bonated ‘¢hicom type
cleymore mine, Result: 4 USMC WILE;

(3) 1117008 Co M 3/5 Co $&€ Loc 47868908 While attempting medevao
and resupply mission, helos received approximately” 1000 rds s/a. Pilot end
gunner of one helo were wounded. Result: 2 USMC WI ‘.

(4) 111840H Co P 2/5 Sqd Cmb Loc ZG153997 Lpprehended "1 VN male with
.no ID card. Result: 1 DETAINED.

(5) 111940H Co M 3/5 Co 840 Loc /968908 While avtempting a medevac,
two helos received s/a. fire demaging 1 helo extensively. Helo waa faoroced to
land at 35th Engineers compound, Hesult: 1 USMC WILNE. '

(6) 11214TH Co F 2/5 Plat Def Fosit loc ZD116014. Marine threw hand
grenade at suspected enemy movement wounding 4 Marine. Result: 1 USMC NBUE.

m. 12 May 1968 _ ;
(1) 120730H Co I 3/5 Plat Def Posit Loc ZD197010 Received 3 rds 60mm
mortar fire from unlmown enemy position. Result: 3 USIMD WILNE.

(2) 121100H Co 3 2/5 Plat Cmb Loc 186866505 While sweeping ares re-
ceived approximately 20 rounds of s/a fire. Returned s/a, M~79 and artillery
fire on suspected cnemy position. Dnefy ¢éascd firing and area was searched.
Result: 1 USMC KIi.

(3) 12114511 Co M 3/5 Plat Cmb Loc iT869907 While sweeping southeast
received s/a fire from approximately 4 ememy., Returned s/a fire and searched
erea. Results: 5 USMC WIANE and 6 Wi Confirmed,

- (4) 121550H Co E 2/5 Co S&C Loc AT86990T Medevaced 3 PG casualties.
Result: 2 USMC MBCZ and 1 USMC NBCKE.

(5) 1216108 Co B 2/5 Co S&C Loc AT868902 Received 1 air to ground
rocket from friendly aircraft conducting air strike in area. Renmaining fixad
wing aircraft diverted. Result: 1 USMC KIA and 3 USMC WLILNE,

, (6) 121645H CP 2/5 Loc AT869907 1 CH-46 with 12 medical evacuation
cases and 5 crew members on board creshed on takeoff., No cnemy fire was in-
velved. [ll personnel on beoard rescued and all classified equipment and arm-
orment retrieved., Results 3 USMC NBCE and 2 USMC NBCNE,

n. 13 May 1966
(1) 131110H Co ¥ 2/5 Def Fosit Loc ZD1510H While cleaning pistol,
1 Marine shot hime~lf in right calf. Result: 1 USMC NBCE.

(2) 131230H Co B 2/5 Co S&C Loe AT872907 Found 2 graves containing
2 NV. KIA approximately 2 days old. Result: 2 NV. Confirmed,

(3) 131240H Co E 2/5 Co S& Loc LT866905 Received smell arms fire
from estimated 3 enemy, Returned fire with s/a end M-79. Searched area and
found blrod trails. Result: 1 USMC KIA. "
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_ (3) 1315003 06 B 2/5 €5 Ciib, Op
ties. Result: 2: NIBC and 2 USMC J.T.BCJ.:;J. ’

"‘859907Sus=t‘a.1ned A NZBG cesual-

(5) 131955H Co D 1/5 Sqd Amb Lcc Y'B928024 Observed A encmy moving to~
ward position. Fircd small arms and cnemy- fled.” Fired artlllery misgion.on -
routes of egress. . Scemchacl Azea.. Result- 1 I\TVA Gon.t‘:.rmed a.nd 1 LX=47 eaptured..

(6) 132030H Go C 1/5 Sqd Amb Loc YD981073 Observed boat floatmg
down river. Pired smell arms and maneuvered on enemy bea.ch:mg site: Tesults
1.VC Confirmed and 1 VN WILA Civilian.

0., 14 May 1968
(1) 14i115H Co B 2/5 Sqd Cmb Loc 20060968 1 Marine discharged his
weapon wounding himself., Result: ¥ USMC NBGL.

(2) 141%20H Co H 2/5 Sgd Cmb Loc ZDO12026 Lpprehended 4 VE male |
with 2 ID cards. Forwarded suspect to LSi FOW compound. Results 1 DHI‘AINEL-

(3) 141210H Co E 2/5 Co S&C Loe (879893 rovud 3 structures 8 £t by
10 £4. Scarched area and found assorted ammo, 782 goar, blasting equipment
and 2 indiridual weapons, Result: 2 TWE,

(1% 142545H Co L 3/5 Sqd Awb Lee LT'960895 Lpprehended 1 VN male for
curfew viciction. Result: 1 DET.LINED.

(5) 142%45H Co I 3/5 FT Cumb Loc ZD193007 Received s/e from e
imately 30 enemy loc ZC190995 and 6 rds 60mm mortar fire from enemy 1ot
187994. Retvrned fire with s/a, M-79, Lili/'s and artillery. Inmemy firing
ceased. Resurte 2 USMD KI4 and 4 USMC WILE. '

p. 15 May 1568
(1) 150925H Co F 2/5 Plat Cmd Loo 20155992 Received 1 command deto-
nated claymore mine and 2 rounds 82mm mortar from enemy loc 20166965, Swept
area with ne“*ative sesuwits, Liesuld: 1 USMC KIL and 2 TSMC WILB.

(2) 151300H Co K 3/9 Sgd Cmb Loc AT902947 Received sniper fire from
1 enemy. Returned fire and mencuvered to seexch aresn. During movement deto-
nated a chain of M-i5 mines linked together on trail. HResult: 1°USMC KIA and
7 USMC WI.iZ,

(3) 151840H Co A 1/5 qu Cmb Log YB9®3093 Observed 28 eneny igring
movement to ambusk site, TFired z/2 and enemy returncd s/a. Fired -
migsions on enemy vositictis aud firing deased. Gunships and flexe
utilizede Rosult: 2 USHC T4, 1 W Confirrod and | 0.

q' 1 6 la.:ly 1(\.1 3 :
(1) 161700H Co M 3/5 Co Def Posit Loc M'863954 1 3.5 rockét launche::
was discharged accidentally. Result: 1 USMC WBCIHRE. :
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(2) 1621508 Co I 3/5 sS4 Gumb Lo KU817009 Réceived stiall arms fire
from estimated 2 enemy. Retwrned small arns, 3 grenades end $LAAW Searched
grea under 8imm illumination with negetive rosults, Result: 3 VSMC WIANE.

r. 17 May 1968
: (1) 171330H 3/5 Chopped to Tth l‘f,l?g:ci,rg:es‘..

8. 18 May~ 1968
(1) 180010H Co € 1/5 Sqd Amb Loc YD77052 Heard movement and threw
gronades. 1 Marine wounded by friendly fragments. Results 1 USMC NBCi.

(2) 181854H Co B 2/5 Sqd Cmb Loc 4902952 Detonated unkiiown type 4¥
mine rigged with trip wire. Result: 1 USMC WILANWE. '

t. 19 May 1968: No significant.contact.

U. 20 May 1968
(1) 200307H Co A 1/5 FI‘ &b Lo, YD917107 ‘Observed € ensmy moving
southeast, ' Fired s/a and enemy Yeturnsd: fire with s/a. Fited 60 and 81mm
mortar fires and 105mm artillery, Seaxched area and found 1 V¥ male in fight-
ing hole near scene of c.;c:'luon with FES rifle, Reosults: 1 TSMC KIA, 1 USMC WILAE,
7 DETAINEE and 1 TWC, . .

: {2) 201420 Co B 2/5 Sqd Sec Loo ZD197024 While in process of fam
fi:ingvl.._m malfunctioned. Marine tried to Yecook LiiY, weapon fired inflict-

Aing wound to mem's hand. Resulb: & USHC' ¥BCE.

_ (3) 202205H Co 4 1/5 Sqd 4mb Loe YDI00088 Observed epproximately
25 ‘enemy mcving in wedge formation followed by a large colum of snemy mov-
ing cast at = fast run. Unit allowed point to pass then commenced firing on

‘main body of enemy. Fired swall arms, M-26, 105mm artillery end 81mm mortar,

Result: 2 USMC WIAB and 3 VC KIA.

v. 21 May 1968
(1) 2102758 Co D 1/5 3qd Amb Loc YD975035 Initiated ambush on ¢ol-
um, of enemy. Fired s/a and ciaywore mines. Inemy returned s/a and broke
contact. Searched srea. Result: 1 USMC WIiB, 7 VC Confirmed, 6 NVi Confirmed,

7 I8 Captured and 1 CSWT.
. +

; (2) 2106%0H Co D 1/5 iletCmb Loc YDBT7038 Heceived s/a fire from
1 ememy. Returned s/a and searched erea, Result: 1 USMZ WILE,

(3) 21C73CH Co T 1/5 *let 0F Lioc YD939051 Otserved 2 enemy moving
slong ridge line. Tired srty and cbserved enemy fall and remain mcotionless.
Result: 2 VC Confirmed.

4
! . (4) 210630 Co 4 1/5 Sqd Gmb Loc YDJ08094 Found 1 fresh grave con-
tai.nlng 1 VC KIL. Result: 1 VC Confirmed.
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V. 22 May 1968
(1) 2205258 Co E 2/5 Sqd Cmb Loc ZB197005 Received 1 incdming gre-
nade. Returned small arms. Scarched arca. Result: 3 TSHC WI LB,

(2) 2211158 Go F 2/5 Go (=) S&C Loc zma5055 Apprehended 1 female
detainee. Result: 1 DEPAINEE,

(3) 2214%0H Co F 2/5 S5gd Cmb Loo AUB05049 Detoneted rclesse type ox-
plosive device of unknown type ond size. Called and completed med-evacs. .
Result: 2 USMC KTA and 1 USMC WIANE.

(4) 222005H Co F 2/5 Plat Cmb Loc 4U818046 Observed 6 enemy moving
east at a range of approximately 50 meters. Engaged enemy with small arms.
Searched area., Results 3 USMC WILB, 3 VC Confirmed, 1 US M-t Garbine and
1 CSWC Capturcd..

X. 23 May 1658 )
(1) 2220150 Co C 1/5 FT OF Lo¢ YD988039 Heerd movement in immediete
vicinity. Fired small arms and 1 M-26 grenade. 2 Marines were wounded by
friendly shrapnel. Result: 1 USMC NBCE and 1 USHC NBCHE.

Yo C4 May 1068 ,

(1) 242230H Co D 1/5 FIat Omb Loc YD9i5046 Engaged unknown number
of enemy ro7ing dovm trail, Enemy initiated contoct with small arms and chi-
con grenades. Returned fire with small arms and grenades. Artillery, 81mm
mortar and Spooky flareships utiliged. Sedtch of erca conducted. Results:

2 USMC KIA, 1 USMC WILE, 4 USMC WILNE, 10 V4 Confirmed, 4 IMC and 1 CSWC.

AN dl—‘\ Y‘Tq«f 1L 8
(1) 2519708 Co F 2/5 Tlat Def osit Loc ZD153013 Observed 5 enemy
carrying weapons moving into village loc ZD154017. Dispatched patrol -to
investigate. Established contact with enemy firing small arms and killing
1 enemy. Apprehended 4 VN ma.les in 1mmed1ate v:.cmlty. Ropult: 1 VG XL
Canfirmod ani 4 DVIATIEDS,

(2 252000H Co H 2/5 Plat (=) Cmb Loc-ZC190990 Encountered 5 enemy
in meeting engagement, FEnery fired small aims and dhrew grenadss., Returned
small arms ard enery brcke contact. Resulé: 1 VC Confirmed.

aa. 26 May 1“...8
(1) 2605i5H Co E 1/5 Zlat Cmb Lioc YD092968 While leeving ambush site
recaived 15 to 20 rounds 60mm mortar fire from enemy loc YD093998., Fired,
arty mission on encny pesition and searched area. Durirg search 1 Marine
pulled g length of comm wire deionating an AP mine. Resulty 1 USMC WIANE.

(2) 261815H Co B 1/5 I'lat Cmb Loc ZDO05004 Received small arms fire

from enemy located 70010004, Fired small axms and scarched axca. Resultss
1 USMC WILiw.

14
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bb. 27 Mey 1968: No significant coniazct.

cc. 28 Mgy 1968 '
(1) 281410H Co H 2/5 Plat VWorking Party Loc ZD198010 1 Marine deto~
nated a friendly bcuncing betty type mine while clearing brush at above ooord.
Results 2 NBCK and % NBCE.

dd. 29 May 1968 '

(1) 2906152 Co C 1/5 Sgd Cmb Loc YD954052 Observed lafge group of
ehemy located YD945052, Fired arty mission snd enemy broke contact. Gune
ships and AD requested, 2 tanke were dispatched with infantxy unit in an at-
tempt to close with enemy. Hstimated YVA company encountered in Grid 3quare
YD9506. Ldditional troops comitted. Blocking force set up around enemy
unit (conter of mass YD961062). 4t 1500H Cots B and D commenced attack southe
east ageinct moderate to heavy resistance. Fixed wing and artillery uscd ex-
tensively thrcughout contact. Rosulb: 4 USMC KIL, 9 USMC WILE, 47 Wi Confirmed.

9 POY, 27 TC and 1 CSWC. :

(2) 230700H Co G 2/5 Sad Cmb Lioc AT90695C While returning from am-
bush site was fired upcr. with 5 chicom type claymores. Result: 2 USME KI. and
2 USMC WI,E.

ce. 30 Ms. 7968
o) 30"615H Co G 2/5 Sqd Cmb Lioc AT903%47 Observed 4 enemy carrying
demolition "na.'cges. Fired smal) erms end T LAAW, Result: 1 VC Confirmed.

£f. 31 May 1668
(1) 3112450 Co G 2/5 Plat Codb Loc m:90694n Found- 1 fresh grave con-
taining 1 V( LIi. Grave approximately 3 days -old. Resulti: 4 VC Qonfumeq

(2} 311475H Co H 2/5 Sqd Cmb Loc ZD208000 Detonated a M-26 grenade
rigges as a surprise explosive device, Result: 2 USMC WI4B.

11, Qesul®s.

2. These fizures reflect cumidative figures for Operaticn HOUSPON Phase
I and Yhase II,

b, T. S, Marine Corps Personnel s U. 8. irmy Yersonnel
KIL 81 ZIL 2
WIik 207 WVILE 23
' WILE 116 WA 15
NBCE 5
NBCH 49
NBCNE 24
15 STCRET
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~d. U, S, Tavy tersanncl a2, Inemy Uersonnel

KIL 2 . ¥V, CONFIRMED 188

WIAE 7 V¢ COFFIRMED 165

NBCE 1 WYL LOWYS 10
YC 1OW'S 5
DET.INEES . 127
INNOCENT CIVILIANS 82
CIVILILY DEFENDANTS 4
INDIVIDUAL WELONS
CJLTUREL 109
CREW SEHVED WELSONS
CLLTURED 11
VC RETURWEES 23

12. Administrative matters

»

a. Resupply, Three days supply of Class I, ITI and V was maintained
at the Cac Poi LE: by FLSG "A". Resupply was accomplished primarily by road
a8 improvemcat of Xoubte 1 continued,

b. Maintenance, First and seccnd .echslon pericrmed by units. Contact
teans were furnished by FLSG "A" on Tequest.

c. Tueatmen: of Casualties, Bvacvstion and Hospitalization. Battalions
maintained light B.iS's in the field. ‘Evacuation was to 3rd Medical Battalion,
(Phu Bai), 1st Medical Battalion {{hm ‘Bei) or to 1st Hospital Company (Da
Nang) deponding or weather, distance and patient load.

d. Trarsportation. C&C helicopters continued to be heavily used, but
the trucks assigned by 1st Motor Transport Battalion became increasingly im-
portent as heavier loads were moved and the road improved,

¢, Communicaticns.

. (1) Hadio communications throughout Houston II were adeguate. Once
again N/£RC-25 radio equipment proved to be highly reliable with minimum
maimtenance required. [ntennas RC<292 wére necessary end utilized throughout
the arca of Operaticns at rczimentdl, battalien, and company levels.,

(2) Durirg the period 9-16 May, Operations were conducted North and
Sowth of ridgs line (iITB60906) to (AT896908) by Companies M and E with the
2nd Battalion Commeni Group. In order ¢ insure coumunicotions with these
unAts automatis retanenission stations wubtilizing Li/:RC-110 equipment wexe
estsablished by Headquaris:s Company 5th Marines at ihu 3ia (4T7834000) and
by Communications Company, 15t Marine Division at Da ¥ang (AT954745) TPwo
strations werc necessexry in order Yo service units when North and South of +the
ridige lina, The oniy difficulty encountered was mutucl interference of freg-
uverrcies with friencly units, 48 = result communications were disrupted while
procuring othex frequenciss for mtilizeation. On 13 Moy it was necessary to
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establish a dou‘ble antomatm retnmussion circuit due to non-availability

‘of a long Tange M{ frequency from Phu Bai to Do ffa.nsr. "Thias circuit was os-

tablished from 5th Marincs at Pim Bai (YDS58131) through Phu Gia relay (AT
834000) through Da Nang relay (AT954745) to 2nd Battalion, South of ridge -
line. This circuit onerated very satisfactorily in excess of 24 }}om:a.

(3) Radio Relay operations were considered satisfactory. Tho in-
adequacy of o rolisble generator for uge with AN/PRC-27 oquimment remains
a critical problem. The AN/MRC-62 clrcuit servicing the 3rd Battalion at
Hai Van Pass (AT944921) was ro-established at Phu Gia (AT834000) to support
2nd Ba,ttalion.

(4) Frequency interference in the VAF range contimws to be a prob-
lam throughout the area of opecrations,’ Auswmen’c of "Sole Uger’ frequen-
cies is considered necessary for Regimont and Battalion Tactical Rotg, and,
r“2‘;0? locals.

13« Special Zquimnent and Techniques. _None;

14. Commandcrs Aualvsis

2. This oneration wag charactexrized by:

(%) Quick reaction, short duration, company size spoiling attacks
against linited objeotives designed to keep the encmy off balance.

% {2) Deep ponetration into the canopied high ground to destroy en-
omj forces, nﬂa‘comal a.nd. harbor s:.tes.

(5) Ambushos mcl patrols mterdlct:.nb known enorw r1ca transpor— ,
'tation voute> ...nd growlng a.nd .r;uom.ge ama.s. AR Boow ~‘

R i ‘ . R ,.\ m

: C(4) ‘Coordinated oPerat ions With: Amr/cms/mvrxom POLIC;_. 40 :pro-
vido protection for friendly rice harvcst a.nd ’co encourage voluntw.ry tu.rn~
in of I:Lce to socv:ce s‘comge a.reas. N A T

(5) Stj-
'1leng roo.te #1 o
rols along likely o

et

ic defensive nos:Ltlons ‘at” key brldgcs 'uxi mstallatlons
[imentod By -aggrossive  small unit u:t:ﬂ.mt‘l'xcz.;/comha.t ‘pat=
verues of anvroach.

be The Quicl: Rodctior.iConpany '9izd 'spoiling attacks utilizaed holi~

coptors ‘For inscrtion and- -axtraction -in the ‘wegtorn: Dort: of ‘the A0 buty duo
'l:o a lack of adequata-Iandifg: sones in- “close - ‘proxiuity e sélected -targets,

ight foot marches wore 1sad in the costern portion of the AO. These ate
tacks vere pointad toward encmy morl:ur/roc—ket positicng, asscmbly arcas
and ammo’ and £oo0d cachesiat Tho. ‘edgéiof tho ‘canony- The Regiments capabilijty
to conduct deop ponctrations against enemy harbor sifcs and lines of com-
munication wag groatly rodaced on 17 May whon the Battalion was chop=
ped to the Tth Mariness Tuae to this lack of adequais forces maximum use
vas made of artillory, lowal Guafira-tnd ‘oit to a’c nack these targebs.

S Lt e
n e NN
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¢e Roturmce and P¥W reports indicote that friendly combat patrole in
tho mrineiplo rice growing arcas and saturstion anbushes on lmown cnemy rice
routes woere succossful in thwnrting tho cnomy's gbttampt to obtain emd trans-
port rice. The coordinated opcrationsz with ARVI-I/CAPS/NATIONAL POLICE ro-

sulted in over 200 tons of rice being placed in securc storege areas.

d. Static positions at key bridses and installations were improved
through the use of protective mine ficlds, additional clearance of ficlds
of fire and the construction of new emplacements. In the highly vulnerablo
Hai Van Pass arca a heavy saturation of fire teanm size ambushes along the
road at night and squad size vatrolling into the high ground during the day
has proved cffective in frustrating onomy attempts at Qamaging/destroying
the road. Efforts continuc to be made to have LRVII/PF/RF forces assumc a
grooter rosponsibility for the protcction of the bridges in order that more
Harines can e freed for offensive operations. These offorts arc mocting
#th limited successs,

15. Recommondatione: It is considered imporative that Battalion size op-
orations be cendicted agoinst the cnemy's lmown arca of cencentration bofore
he finishes nig proscnl training and food gathoring processes and initiates
laxge scalc attacks. It is thorefore xecommonded that the 3rd Bn 5th Marines
be reburned to rogizontal control as soon o8 practicable.

Kl 5] Ghihian
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