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1 In accordanoe, with the provisions of refercnce (a), (b) and (c), en-
closures (1) through (5) are submitted as the Command Chronology for the

Fifth Maorine Regiment for the period 1-30 June 1968.
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RGIATZLTIONAT, DT 4

Des tio

5th Marine Regimant

Colonel P, G. GRLHM

SUBCORDINLTEG UNITS

Headquarters Company, 5th Marincs

1st Battalion, $th Marines
2nd Battalion, 5th Marines
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

1stLt B. T. POLUNTZ

LtCol 1. H. THOMPION
LtCol . €. CHILTH:M JR.,
LtCol D. N. RUXRO4D

. LOTLCHED UNITS

None

Location

Thua Thien Province, Phu Bai, RVN Regimental C.i.

Staff Officers

Zxecutive Officer
8-1

3-2

5-3

S=4

5-5 .

Comm0

SupplyC

Regimental Chaplain
Regimental Surgeon
Regiméntal Sergeant Major

.[wera}ze Monthly Strength

i

, USMe
106 3186

11

ItCol G. €. McNLUGHTON
Capt B. J. MULILRIN
Capt Pe e DUFTY

"Maj J. F, CODY

Maj S. K. MoKUE

1stLt D. L. NoWMAN

Mo} L. R. VIBRCE

1stLt Do G. WILKLJ

1stLt Ro Lo CiRLY

LtCdr R. ¥, BUCK CHC, USNR
Lt J. ¥. BROCK MC, USNR
SgtMaj E, CHASD

OFF L
1 158
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FARRATIVE STUNMY.TY

(1) A1l Regimental operational activities during the Month of June wers
inoluded in Operation BODSTON (Fhase III), (See PART IV Combat 4fter Low |
tion Report for Operation HOUSTON ITI). Although these sctivities were
eff ective in thwarting enemy attempts at interdicting Highway ‘Onay the
a.bseﬁce of the %rd Battalion, which was under the Operational Cormtrol of
the Tih Marines for the entire month, greatly reduccd {he Regiment's abile
ity o0 conduct far ranging operdations into the outer limits of the Regi-
mental Area of Operations where ehemy activity hes fean consistently not-
iced. 4 general shortage of Officers; Staff NCO's and S0Ts in occupa~
tional field 03 also has had a diminishing effect on the operational ef-

ficiency of the command,

(2) At 1200 on 19 June 1968, the Fifth Marines assumed responsibility for
the operation of a Joint Task Foxrcs X—Ra.y/Fifth Marines Combet Operetions
Center and Pire Support Ccordination Centor. .is such the 5th Marines Com- -

bat Operations Center was relocated in the Task Force X-Ray Command Dunker,

25 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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1. Personnel and jdministration.

2. The command recaived an input of 16 officers and 386 enlisted
persennel during the Month of June 1968.

bs L totel of 3 off:.cers and 185 enl:.sted pgrscxmel wexe meda_cally
evacuated out of RVN" difring the month e« gy . G

c. The average chaergedble S'Ereng‘th for the Zeginent was 105 Marineg
officer, 3051 Ma.rme enlisted, 10 Naval officer ond 158 Naval enlisted
nerscnnel

CASUALTLHS FOR THE MONTH OF 30T

KIA 0W Wi Wiam BCL NECNE NBCK
39 1 196 50 4z 2 0
MOD-EVACS FHOM RVE
¥ LN OFF i)
3 147 0

2, Intelligence

6. General, During the month of June, tha S-2 Section continued col-
lection, analysis, and dissemination of intelligence information in sup-
port of QOperation HOUSTON. To further the undecrstanding of inbtelligence
5-2 personnel are being transferred to battalions for additional duties
in the field for & 30 doy period.

(1) The contmued liaison with intelligonece colleetion agencics
oﬂ GVN and the use of their indigenous operationsl persomnel hos prodused
va.lua.blc and current information concorning the¢ orgonization and function-

g of the cnemy!s clandestine logistic support apparetus throughout the
Re‘glmntal 0.

(2) Continued planning with 1st Force Reconnaissance Company has
permitted maximum reconnaissance and surveillance of suspected enemy oraes
w:LthJ.n the mountainous and canopy sectors of the AO.

P. Cumilative enemy losses during the rcporting"period are as follows:
(1) 55 V¢ KIs/81 NVi KIi

3-1 LNCLOGURE (1)
' ST

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

SDCRLT .
5750
11 July 1968

(2) 40 TuwLTNmus
(a) wiw 3
(v) Ve W 8
(cj W4 RTNGE O
(a) ve RTmﬁn 5
(e) cw ¥ 13
(f) 1w civ 14
(3) WalPON3 C.ITURLD
() INDIVIDULL WiElPONS 13
(v) CRLM GERVED WILDOKS 10

(4) CLG units in the Sth Marines &0 roceived 13 Ralliors during
the reporting period.

¢e Significant Aspects of Lnemy, Weather and Terrain

(1) Enomy

(a) The pattorn of cnemy movement in the 40 during June was
again primarily dictated by logistic considerations. 4 dcercasc was noted
however in the sizc and movement of enemy rice resupply colums dctected.
This assessment is attributed to the cnemy's forced redeployment of bat-
talion sizc units.from the cosstal lowlands to the mountainous rcgions in
the Southern scciers of the axca of operation. This tectical withdrawal
has preventod tho cnemy from rogrouping his forccs and extrecting the rico
cxops from the lowlands.

: (b) The encmy was roported zs making an carncst cffort under
tho cizcumstanccs to rofit end replenish his forccse. The cnemy is credited
with having an emple supply of wcapens ond ammunitions, although focd erd medi-
qﬂ}ag;tyshortagcs aro prosconting o critical problem,

)

i (¢) The oneny has maintained his eggrcssive rcaction to friend-
1y recomnaissancc patrols operating in the vicinity of his mountainous basgo
atcas. Marine recomaissancc patrols were forccd to oxtract under intensive
céemy prossure 14 times during Juno.

; (3) Information derived from ¥W's and detainecc sourcos tond
td indicatc thet cnemy morele ia fair. dccording to these sources, the

3.2 LNCLOSURE (1)
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lack of food, living conditions ond dicuoriion botween HVL ond VO txoops
and ospecially friendly extillory firc and air strikes have had a telling
effcet on encmy morale.

(¢} idditionsl information was derived from multiplc scurcos
concerning cncmy fixed fortifications within thc L0. Those targets wore
subjected Yo artillery fires and tectical air strikes on & continual basis.

(2) Weathor. Throughout the month the weather was clcar 4o paxtly
cloudy with occasionel aftcrnoon thundershowors during the first two wecks.
Good weather cnhanced the use of air support thxcughout the 40,

(3) Terrain. Compilation of trail intelligence, hclicopter landing
zonc data, bridge and river studies continucs, Tris informetion was derived
from both opcrating forces and photo intclligencc. '

de Misoellancous.

(1) 4n incrcasing number of high modc LU readouts were rocorded
in the southwestern scctor of the Regimontal LO.

(2) An incrcasc was alsc noted in the amount of ordnance turncd
into fricndly units by indigenous persomncl during the reporting period.

3, Training.

W During the period 1-30 Junc 1968, tho followihg schools wero at-
tended by porsonncl of this Command.

1% Officers Leadership School
Staff NCO Zchool

NCO School

f g Viotnamese Lengunge School {Okina ug
¥ 5) Victnamose Language School (III MLF

i 63 Orbark School (Okinawa)

f Smbark School (III MATF)

! 8) ogistored rublication School

: (9) Basic Infantry Wecapons Rcpadr

§1o) Movie Projectionist School

11) Carccr Advisory School

12) KY 28/38 Maintenancc Tzaining (Redio)
13) Dizcasge Veoctor Control

14) PSYOP Orientation Schocl

15) Division Scout Sniper School

16) Basic Organic Supply hccounting

(17) Basic Ammo Tech School

)]
CD!'\""\#—‘U‘W-‘ N -2 LB v A OO Ovi

TORLL
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_b. Tho Regiment continued its irlnchrisitiom tra.:mmg for all now-
ly assigned personncl.

4. Oporations. Du:r:.ng tho nonth of June =ll opcrational sotivitics of
the Fifth Marines (-) were includcd in Oporation HOUSTON (Phasc III). Sco
Part IV Combat Aftcr Action Report for Oporation HOUSTON III. Tho 3r¢ Bat-
talion, 5th Marincs participated in Operation ALLEN BROOK and MAMELUKS
THRUST in the Danang 40. Sece enclosurc (5).

5. Fire Support. Artillcry, Lir and Nevel Gimfirc ‘support was as indi-
cated in rart IV, Combat ifter Leticn Heport for HOUSTON IT.

6. Logistics.

. &. Operation HOUSTUN III continued throughovi a nonth with no change
to logistic proccdurcs.

b. ‘Minc laying by "B" Company, 1st Bngincer Zoralion arcund key brid-
goes continued with comploted ox partislly complcucd ficlds at bridges 4,
6, T, 1% and 14. lingineers installed a water pcint a* Troui River Bridse
to provide potable water for Phu Lec area as the wells at the Rock Crushex
wage uneble to supply suificient water to meet requirementea.

‘ " ¢, A laundry unit was installed at Thuzo Luu Bridge by Utilities Pla-
toon, FLSG-AIYHL to support the 2nd Battalion and cther uuits in that area.

d. In 2 lstter received on 28 June 1968, the Division G-4 directed
5th Marines to return the seven .50 cal. machine guns on temporary loan
fron 11%h Motor Transport Battalion.

e, Ixternsive bulldczer work preparing o large defensive positicn in
the vieinity of Lang Co Bridge was performed by "B" Co, N¥inth Inginecre,
Their LIMCC ¥rootexr was the only mochine capable cf doin.g the job.

f. Replacement troops and equipment for the 3rd Battalion were flown
or trucked tc the Danang 40 almost daily. Truck runs wore also mode per-
iddically tc effect pick-up of med-evaced weapons ond equipment. The 3rd
Babtollon Rear remaoins a% Yhu Bai,

g. To facilitate rosupply for U, 5. Lrry twin 40mm AAS vehicles in suppart
of the 2udBny FLIG-LILHL arranged to stock 40mm ammo at the Cac Doi LSi.

7. Communicotiors. Thexc was no change t¢ the previously established com-

mmications in the 5th Marines jxea of Opcerations. The significant event

of this periocd was the displacoment on 21 June 1968 of Command and Control
SLopmunications from the 5th Marines COC bunker to that previously occup:.ed
’ an?. operated ty Task Forco XRAY e esteblish o combined COC/FSCC.

£
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8. Medicel. <

a, During the MLnth of June a total of 173 pnt nts were treated at
the Regimental Lid Dtutlhn of which 134 werec rcferxa als from bettalions or
cther units located at rhu Bai. 4 total of 459 innoculstions were odmini-
stared during the month,. '

t. On 7 Juic reprbsentatives from the Divisigﬁ“iuxgeon's‘office con-
ductod an administrative inspection of the Regimentel Aid Station with
cacisfactory results.

c. On 25 and 26 Jﬁhe the regimentdl surgeon obtended the preventive
ngdical school at Division Headquaxbors,

o~

9. Lental. Dentol coverage for the 5th Marine Do ginent continued 0 Le
aocompllshed in a satisfactory manner by the 1st Dental Company.

104 Civil 4affoirs.

&. In continuing assistence renderéd tc the widew of o opular Force
coldier decorated with the U. 8. Silver Star iward, the Fifth Marines de-
livered 400 pounds of cement and cne truck load of sanl to bz used in the
construction of her home.

b. Traassportation was provided to transfer 40,00C pounds of rice from
Hue City to Phu Loc District Headquarters. The rice was distributed to
refugecs in thu Loc District. Lesisinnce was given the refugces of Bdn ihoHa
Hamlet which was destroyed by crtillery and air strikes during the engage- .
ment of 29 Moy 1968. 2000 pounds of rice, bulger wheat, rolled oats and
cornmeal plus 114 pounds of soop, 20 pounds of clothing and 66 blankets
were delivercd to the hanlet and a joint Med Cap/Dent Cap was held.

7@; Fsychclogical Operations.

o, During the Menth of June 1968, numerous leaflet drops ond broad-
casts were used in support of cperations. In addition, the armed propo-
puﬂd& team and ground brcadcast team was used extensivcly.

b, 200 Chieu Hoi Balls and 200 Health and Sanitation leaflets were
dlstrlbuted.

12. Chaplain. The Regimentol Chaplain continued to provide coverage of come

bined sction platocms as well as the Regimental units participating in Op-
exation HOUSTON.
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