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-. • . . HEAllQUJ.RTmRS. 5TH MARINlTIS 
1Bt l!fMjllB .:Division (Rob.), ]'lcet }Ia.llinG Fo:roe 

c/o Fleet ~ost Cffico 
San Francisco 1 C ,,J.i.fo:ml.a 96602 

F~oml Comma.ndl,ng' 'O£fl0eJ! 
To: Commanding Gene:r:a.l, 1st Marine Division (Rein', FMI!' 
Via: Commanding General, Task Force XRJ\Y 

Subj: Command. Ch:r:onologr for per iod 1- 30 June 1968 

Ref I ial MeO 5750.2A w/ch 1 
b FM?~ACO 5750.8 

~J DivO 5150.2B w/ch 1 

'EnCllJ (' 1j Fifth Marines Command Chronology 
Headquartexs Co, Fifth Marines Commm1.d G:h:ronology 

. First BatteJ.ion Fifth Marines COl!llll8nd ~;hronology 
4 Second Battalion Fifth Marines Commnno Ch:ronology 

, Third l3att_alion Fifth Marines Command Chronology 

;/'Vft?JJ/ j:b 
5750 
11 July' 1968 

1. In accordance, with the provisi'ons of :referonce (ll), (b) and (c), en­
olosures (1) through (5) axe submitted as the CommandChxonology for the 
Fifth Morine Regiment fOx the pe:dod. 1 ... 30 June 1968. 
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"kit.Maz~ Division (Rein), Fleet Marine Fo:t:ce 
c/o Fleet Post Office 

San hanciaoo, Ca.lifo~nis 96602 

COMMlllID CBRONOLOGY 

1 June to 30 June 1968 

- ORG~TIZ1Lr ION~U, DlITA 

- SEQUENrUL LISTING OF SIGNIFIC.LJ\T ::.:IE~J'I':3 

- SU'.L'l'Cli.TING roCUM8NTS 
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1. ])esi.gna.tion 

5th Marine Regiment Colonol P. G. GR.iJUIM 

SUBOR.DDTj.TIi mrrrs 

Headquarters Company, 5th Mnrines 

1st Battalion, 5th ~ines 
2nd Battalion, 5th Marine~ 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 

1stLt B. T. POWNTZ 

LtCol H. H. THm.'IP30N 
LtCol ;:;. C. CRi.ll.THl~1I .m. 
LtCol ]). N. m";X8.0JJ) 

L.TT1.QBlm UNlTS 
None 

2. Looation 

Thua Thien Province, Phu BD-i, RVN RegimenteJ.. C.i . 

3. Staff Offioers 

~xecutive Officer 
8-1 
8-2 
8-3 
8-4 
S-5 
CommO 
Ml'O . 
SupplYo 
Regim~ntal Cho.plo.in 
Reg~ntal. Suxgeon 
Regim~ntal Sergeant Major 

4~ Averaea MonthlY Strength 

JJ111 
3186 

1-1 

LtCol G. C. }VlcNLUGBTOn 
Capt B. J. M1J1HLillIN 
Ca.pt 1? ~.... DUFFY 

'"Maj J. F. OODY 
Maj S. K. MoIillE 
1 stLt D. L. llLi'WML~ 
Maj IJ. R. l"'IIiHCr:; 
1 stLt D. G. WILRLJ 
1stLt R. L. C.i.llL'Y 
LtCd:r R. 1). BDCK CHC, US:N1I 
Lt J. r. BHOCK 1'1C, umm 
8gtMc-:.j E:. CHI:..SI; 

JlmI 
OFF I.'NL 

11 158 

:Jl~CWSUH:iJ (1) 
SlJCl8T 
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SEC~ • • 5750 
11 Ju1y 1960 

(1) All Regimental operational activit1.8S dur:ilig tbe Month of June. 'W~e 

inoluded in Operation HbusrON (Phase III). (See PART 'IV Combat iJ:tex AO-

tion Report for Operation HOUST01T III). IJ.thougb these a:ctivit;;i.ea. ~e 

effective in thwarting enemy attempts at inteI!dioti+lg Highway. "One .. the 

absence of the 3rd Battalion, whic!+ W8,S -qruier -t;'he Cl.F8:r:-ational Coirtxol of 

the 7-~h Marines for the entire month, greatly J:GQUC3d .lJhe Regiment's abll-

ity to conduct fax l!a.nging ope:r:ations into the ou.-toT limits of the.,:Regi ... 

mental Al!ea. of Operations where ehe~ ,activity he"s -he;m consistently not-

iced. A general shortage of Officers, Staff NCO's an<: SGrs in occu,pa.-

tional field 03 also has had a; diminishing effect on ·tihe operational ef-

ficiency of the command. 

(2) at 1200 on 19 June 1968, the Fifth Marines assumed responsibilityfol! 

the operation of a Joint Task FOl!~e X-R~/Fifth Marines Combat Operations 

Center and Fire Support Coord.inc.tion Center. AS such the 5th Mal!ines Corn- . 

bat Operations Cent~r was relocated in the Task Force X-Ray Command Dunke:r. 
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1. Personnel and ~~stration. 

~. The command rec'eived an input of 16 officers' and ~86 enlisted 
personnel during the Month of June 1968. 

b. ~ totcl of 3 officers and 185 enlisted poxsonnel were medically 
ovccuated out of RnT dliring tho month .r'\ ,;,~j,CC ,,- ~.:. -,' . ", '.;". """ 

c. The avexc,ge chaxgcable st::ccngth for the RegiDont was 105 MaJ:ina 
officer, 3051 Maxine enlisted, 10 J%val officer [IE·} 158 Naval enlisted 
per scnnel. 

2. Intelligenoe 

TJ:NL 
141 

OFF 
o 

lill.F 
;:J.~G}J. 

n 
'-

a. General. During the month of June, tho 0-2 Section continued col~ 
laotion. analysis, and dissemination of intelligence information in sup­
port of Opetation HOU3rON. To £m:thet the understanding of intelligencos 
S-2 personnel ~e being transferred to battalions for additional duties 
in tho field for a }O day period. 

(1) The continued liaison with intelligence colloction o.goHcios 
of GVN and the use of their indigonou:;3 opero:tionc.l personnol hc,s p::::od ... ocd 
va.luablo and current info;rmation contaIning tho o:cganizo:tion and function­
i~ of the onorowls clandestino logistiC support apparatus throughout the 
Re:giIllGntal ;"'0. 

, (2) Continued planning with 1st Force Reconnaissance Company has 
permitted maximum reconnaissanco and s~veillanco of suspeoted enemy areas 
within too mountainous and canopy sectors of tho Jill. 

i 

b. C\UIlUla.tivo enomy lassos during tho reporting,period e:ro o.s 1'o110ws: 

(1) 55 VC KIA/81 NVi. KI.t. 

3-1 
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• 
40 J)U.rjUNjJBfJ 

(0:) NV ~'. j;I-/ 3 

(b) va ?'" 8 

(6) NVA RTNDlJ 0 

(d) VC RT~"l.llJ 5 

(0) C IV ill:!!' 13 
~,;, 

(f) INN CIT ~;~ 

W.J1Jl>ONS CLITURl.:D 

(£I.) INDIVIDUllo1 W.a1?ONs 13 

(b) CIlL'!;r GERV~D '\i/:Ju'ONf; 1'0 

• 5150 
11 July 1.968 

,",: 

(4) CLG units in tho 5th ~'ines ;iJ received 13 Rollic:r:s dming 
tho reporting period. 

c. Significant /1spects of Dncmy, 'Jout'her and To:r::rai_D 

(a) Tho pattorn of onemymbvof!lont in the 11.0 during J1.1nO was 
again prilll£1:rily dicto.tod by logistic considordions. L deerco.so ,~as noted 
how6yo:r: in tho size and movemGnt of enemy 1: icc resupply columns detected. 
This assessmont is 'attributed to tho cnoITIy's forcad rodeploymont of bixc"· 
talion oizQ units from tho cocstal lowlands to the mounto.inoui3 regions in 
the 30uthetn: soo~rs of tho aroa of oporation. This tactical withdx£:,wal 
has prevented tho enomy from rogrouping his forcos and extracting tho rico 
crops from tho lowlands. 

(b) Tho enomy we.s reported 2"3 :}laking al, oo.rncst effort under 
tho circumstances to refit and replenish hiD forces. 'rho cnc:ny is credited 
with having an ample supply of wGapens o.:nd o.mmunitions, aJ. though food ani rned.i­
_~ehotta.gcs axo prcsonting 0. critico.l pl:oblom. 

! 
f 

i (0) Tho onornlf has maintainod his ~~g:r:ossivo roaction to'friond-
ly reconnaissance patrols operating in the vicinity of hiB mountainouo baso 
a~oas. M.."lXinc reconnaissance p8trols were forced to oxtract under intensive 
o~my prossure 14 times during Juno. , 

j (a) Information do:rived from HI's ond detainoe sources tend 
to indicate that onomy morcie is fair.i~ccol!ding to those .SOlll!CCS, the 
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lack of food, living condit.ions o.nd dL:~;::::~"~;:Lon bot.,Cen H1fL. o.nd VO troops 
a.nd ospociaJ.ly ft~ ~tlllo~y firo eml air strikes ha.vc had a telling 
affoot on enomw morale. 

(0) i~dditioncl infottlation wa.s doxivod from multiple SCU:tC08 

conc0l:ning enemy fixed fortifications within the /.£). These targets wore 
subjected to nxtillcry fixes and tactical air strikes on a continual basis. 

(2) \Toathox. Throughout the month the \icatho:r was oleal! to ,PD.Xtly 
cloudy with occasional o.ftel:noon thQ'I1do:rshowol!s duxing the first two weeks. 
Good 'Woather enhanced tho usc of air support throughout the W. 

(3) !c:-srain • Compilation of tro.il intclliG'onco, holicoptc:r:: landing 
zono data, bridge and river studios continuos. Tris infoxmc.tion was derived. 
from both oporating forces and photo intolligonc8. 

d. Miscollanoous. 

(1) .i.u inoreasing number of high mod.c 1;';)~ roc.clouts were recordod 
in tho southwestern sector of the l1ogimontc.l iJJ. 

(2) 1m increase was also noted inthc t:I..mount8f o~dnDllCC t~nod 
into friendly units by indigenous personnel auring the !'oportingpcxiod. 

)q Training. 

a. During the period 1-30 Juno 1968, tho following schools wero at­
t ondoa by por sonnel of this C omm1J.nd. 

m 
(4) 

1

5) 

~~ 
8) 

(9) 
(10) 

I
( ~~) 

13 
14 
15 
16 

( 17) 

Officers Leadership School 
Staff NCO Gchool 
NCO School 
V iotname so Language School (OkinawD.) 
Vietnamose Lang'U.3ge School (III Mi...F) 
Dmbnrk School (Okinawa.) 
Dmboxk Gchool (III ~~) 
ltegisto:red. Iublioo.,tion School 
Basic Infantry Hcapons Repa.i:r 
Movie Projoctionist School 
Career Advisory School 
KY 28/38 Mainton~1co Txaining (Radio) 
Diseaso Voctor Control 
l'SYOP Orientation School 
Division Scout Sniper School 
Basic OrgNlic Sup:ply l~ccounting 
Basic ~mo Tech School 

TCfrAL 
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8 
4 
3 
6 
4 

2 
1 
3 
5 
1 
4 
4 
2 
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, ¥'j • 

. b. Tho Rogimont cbti'tinucd its ir'1.x~:;~(i;.:~,tLntx()':in:ing for all now­
ly assigned personnel. 

4. Oporntions. During .the month of Juno ell operational notivitiea of 
tho Fifth Marinos (-) wore includod in Operation HOUSTON (Phase III). Seo 
Part rl Combat Mto.: .Action Roport for Operation HOUS'l:ONIII. 'l:ho 3:tel: Bat­
talion, 5th Marinos participated in Operation ~EN BROOK and!u~LUXU 
Tm11JST in tho Danang k.O. Soo cmclosuro (5). 

5. Fire Support. ArtilIery, lir and N8.val dunfuQ ;'support was as indi­
ca"tod in j;lart IV, Comba.t i'£tcr [ ... ctien I{opDrt for HOUSTON II. 

6. Logistics. 

6.. Ope:cation HOUSTOl-T III continued thr0uehoL1t:-:nQ Gonth 1dth no chn.Dgo 
to logistic prooedures. 

b. Mino laying by lIB" Company, 1st Dngineer :;:':1,-:~o.lion a:cound key brid­
ges continued with completed OJ: pa:ctic~ly complr_uod fields o.t bridges 4, 
6, 7, 13 and. 14. ~nginoersinstalled 0. water peint a-l; Troui River Brid:''.0 
to pJ:ovide potable water for ?hu Loe area as the "Wells [\,t the :Rock C:rushor 
WOf9 unable to Bupply" ~ficient watex to meet xequiY'€nnents, 

c. L~ laundry unit was installed at Thuo.. Luu Br:idgeby Utilitieo Pla­
toon, FLSG-ll..IHll. to SUppOl!t the 2nd Battalion and. other: Uili ts in thnt o.l!oa. 

d. In a letter recoived on 28 June 1968, the lJivision G-4 directea 
5th Maxines to return the seven .50 cal. ~~chine guns on tenporary loan 
from 11th Motox Transport Battn,lion. 

e. Exts!lsive bulldc-zer worK preparing a large defensive position in 
the vicinity of Lang Co Bridge wo.s pe:dormed by liB" Co, ranth Engineers. 
Their DIMCC ~..ctcr 'laS tho only mo.chine capnblo cf doL1S the j0b. 

f. Replacement t:r:00pS and equipmont fer the 3rd Battclion vloro flown 
OJ; t:rucked to the Danang b.O alE1C·st daily. T:ruck runs wc::re mBO Ilk'l.de PCl:­

icidically to effect pick-up of illod-evaced weapons end equipncnt. The 3rd 
Battalion Rem :romo.ins a1; :';!hu Bai. 

I 
\g. To fo.cilitD.to :cosupply for U. S. J:..rr:ry twin4CmmAAAwhialea:in suppcrt 

tl.t1thoaJ.dBn., FLSG-b.LlHL.. a-rrangud to stock 40ElIll DJl1mO a.t thG Cao Doi L5.L.. 

7., Comounica.tior..;). ;rh(:'lJ~C W[,6 no chango to the previously esto.blishea com­
munications in tho 5th ML'rincs i~e~ cf Oporations. The significo.nt event 
of this period was the displo.c~m(mt on 21 JUllO 1968 of Com.mo.nd. o.nd Control 

.~ic.a:tiQns from the 5th Mxcines coe bunker to that pxeviousl;r occupied 
.- an~ operated by !rMk.F'-o~ce XR.J...Y to -establish n conbinocl COC/FSCC. 

~ 

• 
. ~ , 
! 
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e. Med.ico.l. 
• ~.~.1 

:' . ~'. 'f 'i"rt. '. 

0.. During tho Month. of June 0. total of 173 pc\tients weze treated a.t 
+110 Regimenta.l .i..id. St6tibn of which 134 'We,rc rofetI:als from bl.'.ttalions OJ! 
etho]; L'.Il.its locatod at"}hu Bai. A totnJ. of 459 innooulationa were. o.dmini­
~tg:;,:ed duri!1g the mon~h,., 

1:. On 7 J c..:..18 ::op1!tscntatives f:rom the Divisi6rt' '~geonf s office con­
ductod an administrative inspection of tho Regimental Aid Station with 
"'a-c.:slC'octory results. 

c. On 25 and 26 JUile the regimental su.rgeon ~t'tdnded the prevent i11e 
modical school at Division Headquartors. 

9. Ddnt81. Dontnl coverage for tho 5th 1-'L'lXino :::-(05_'~.:cnt continucd ~;o iJG 

::.ccompli shed in a satisfactory muruier by the 1 at :Ded; 8.1 Company. 

10. Civil 1l.ffairs. 

a. In oontinuing assistel1ce render.ed to tho v:idci. of n ~'0pulo.r FOTce 
roB.ier d.cC0l'ated with the U. 8. Silver 8tox J .. v!c.:cd, th<? Fifth Moxincs r1e-­
livered 400 :p()Unos of cement nnd r;no truck lond ·of so.n~ to bs used in the 
construction of her home. 

b. Trx"sportation was provid.ed to transfer 40,000 pounCld cf rice fr'Jm 
Hue City to l)hu Lac Distx:ict HeadqUarters.. T,he rice wa.s distributed. to 
refugees in Ihu Lao District. 1.ssist~mce was given the refugees afJ!c1n ThoRa. 
Hnllllet which was destroyed by nrtillery 6.nd air strikes durinc the cngnge-. 
ment of 29 M£,y 1968. 2000 pounds of rico, bulger wheat, rollod oats and 
corruneal plus 114 pounds of sonp, 20 pound's of clothing nnd68 blonkets 
were delivE):;~cc1 to tho hl)J.:lot o.nd c. joint Hed Cap/Dant Cap WC\$ held. 

-: L }sychological qr<lrat;.ons. 

n. Dul!ing the Menth of June 1968, hUlll.erous lGf.1flet c.:rops c~:d 'brof1,d­
casts "Jere used in SUiJ1JOrt of cperntions. In addition, the nrElod pl'Opc.­
g[~ada tenm and ground b:road.cast teOJjl was used extensivGJ y. 

b. 200 Chieu Hoi Balls t.nd 200 Health and Go,ni tnti<m leaflet s were 
distributed. 

12. ChaElain. Tho RegimenteJ. Cho,plo.in continued to provide coyerago of com­
bineCl L'.ction plnt·xms 0,8 -.<Joll HF' the Regimontal units participating in Op­
or~tion HOUSTON. 
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SU1(t-Oll't IlIG DOOUJ>tJNT Q 

_~. C;oubat iJ.fte~ liction Report fo~ Opera,tion HOUSTON III. rf"J''''~~~~ 
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