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HEADQUAR TERS
1st Battzlion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division (=)(Rein), FiF ?
FPO, San Francisco, 96602 =
3/FMK/ro’ p
5750 :
3 June 1966

&

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commending Officer, lst Marines

Subj: Command Chronology

Ref MCO 575042 - | . | S
ef: Eag 1 | | Q}'

b) Reg0 5750.14

Encly (1). 1st Batialion, 5th Marines Command Chronology for the
period of 8 May 1966 to 31 May 1966
Ez —Chronological Sequence of Bvents/Situation Reports
3) vAfter Action Report for Operation Montgomery
€4 ~After Action Report for Operation Cheyenne
5) vAfter Action Report for Operation Cheyenne II

1. In accordance with reference (a) and (b), enclosures (1) through (6)
are submitted herewith.

2. This chronology includes all pertinent and significent information

~as defined in reference (a) and (b).

79%“WMQ /S g

DECLASSIFIED




e

DECLASSIFIED

e =T - - T

*

FIRST BATTALION, FIFTH MRINES COMMAND éHRONOLOGY -

1, The following organizational data is submitted.

8. Designator/Locations On 8 Mey 1966 BLT 1/5 moved from the USS
Princeton to Chu Lai, Vietnam and was designated lst Battalion, 5th
Marines. At that time the Battrlion was composed of Headquarters Company
and four rifle companies. -

be Period Covered. 8 Moy 1966 to 31 May 1966.

ce Personnel Assignments/Attachments

(1) Commanding Officer LtCol Harold L, COFFMAN

(2) Executive Officer = Maj Elmer H, HOLTHUS
8 Moy - 14 Moy 1966
Maj Bayard S. PICKETT
25 May - 31 May 1966

(3) 81 © 1stlt Jemes R, FURLEIGH
8 May - 25 May 1966
Capt Redding F. HICKS
25 Moy - 31 May 1966

(4) s-2 Capt George J. STREMLOW

(5) s-3 Maj Bayard S. PICKETT
8 Moy - 25 May 1966
Maj Francis RINEY
25 Moy = 31 May 1966

(6) S-4 ’ ‘ Maj Froncis RINEY
8 Moy - 25 May 1966
Capt Robert A. FREEMAN
25 Moy - 31 May 1966

(7) €O, H&S Company - Capt Mathew T, COOPER

(8) €O, Company A : 'Capt Robert A, FREEMAN

o - S 8 May - 25 May 1966 -
1stLt James R. FURLEIGH
25 Moy - 31 Moy 1966

(9) co, Company B- |  1lstLt Jo P. T. SULLIVAN
(10) €O, Company C - - ‘1stLt Chris J, STANAT
(1) ©0, Company D . " Capt John F, KREBS
' ENCLOSURE (1)
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2. Sequential Listing of Significont Iventse o
e Personhol' " -

(1) Average monthly strength:

(a) USMC . Officer 39
Enlisted 987

(b) UsW Officer 3
| Enlisted 50

(2) Present on board strengtht

(a) USMC Officer C 38
Enlisted 859
. (b)..Us® Officer 3 |
S : Enlisted 50 .

(3) . Current critical shortages based on monning level ame as
followss

MOS . RANK NUMBER
9999 E-8 2
0141 E-5 2
0239 E-T 1
. 0311 E~5 21
0369 -8 1
0369 B=7 5
0369 E-6 4
3371 E-5 1

. be Administration. YNo changes were made during this reporting periode ‘

c. Intelligence.

(1) During the period B May 1966 to 31 May 1966, the S=-2
soction effected liason with the S-2 of 7th Marines for information
concerning Operation Montgomerye The S-2 was provided with current
Order of Battle, overlay of fortified positions and obstacles, plus
interpretors to accompany the Battalion on the operation.

- (2). From 9 Moy 1966 to 13 May 1966, the S-2 section participated
in Operetion Montgomery, a vertical assault in the Son Tinh district,
Quang Ngai province. During operation Montgomery the S-2 section collected,
processed and disseminated intelligence information as it became availables
Vith the interpretors provided by 7th Marines the S-2 aossisted in the
interrogation of 53 VCS of which 23 were sent to ITT for further inter~
rogation. The S-2 scouts provided security for the movement of the
Command Group, in addition to the interior security of the perimeter when
set up in night defensive positions, The S-2 section was helo-lifted

2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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,'ba.ck to Chm Laji 'xlong w1'th all clements of 1st Bo ttnllon, 5th Morings on

- (3) On 13 Moy 1966 the S—2 sectlon began - prep';rﬂtlons for the.

' .Battc lion's movement to ‘the prosent. Bose Canmp (Hill 54) by dissemenating
intelligence on the Order of Battle for the Battalion TAOR and distribut=-
ing of maps of the arco. Since the arrival of the S-2 section at its
present location on 15 Moy 1966 an intonsified progrem has begun in
procesging V0S, and compllllno- a Black List of. k.nown VC in the T4i0R.

(4) Smce arriving in ouxr present TACR the S-2 scctlon hr\s
assisted in the screceoning ond interrogotion of some 100 VCS of wh:Lch
32 werc sent to ITT. 4 number of documents and assorted gear to in=
clude an M-1 rifle ond ¢ mortar bose plate have becn sent to the rear.

d,~. : ng;stlcs

(l) BLT 1/5 commenced debarkation from essigned shipping (USS .
Princaton LPE-5, USS Pickewsy APA-222, USS Alamo LSD-33), commen01ng
at 060630H Moy 1966 ~nd completed debarkation ot 092015H May 1966, -
following supplies ond equ.lpment werc brought ashore at Chu Loit

(2) Clﬂss I-10 days

(v) Closs TI = Q/L‘ allowance, plus 30 days CA replemshment'
(type 1 items); 30 doys individual clothing; 30 doys M/O (type 2 items),
30 days dry cell batteries; 60D days operating stocks. : 4

(¢) Closs IIT - Mogas - 2 days; Diesel - 4 da;,rs, 699019'1 ”
0il lubricr mts oend pockaged products - 30 days. '

(4) OClese IV - 30 doys field fortlflcatlons.
(e) Cless V = Basio allowances
Ae.a‘. .‘jCom-muﬁiccit; on‘s'- - :
(1) Intémﬂ,l Battalion and Regimental commﬁméations for Opcratiog .
Montgomery wos dependent on FM and HF rodio equipment. Voice radio nets

were terminated ~t Bottalion AN/PRC=-10, AN/PRC-25 znd: AN/PRC=47. These
some equipments ‘torminated ot Reglment. Recept:l.on wos outst'mdlng.

~

. (2) Intorna.l Battalion communlcn.tlona since the Battalion has
been in countyy has been dependent on FM, HF, VHF and SHF. ' Voice radio
nets are terminnted at Battalion by AN/PRC-10, AN/FRC-25, AN/MC-38 cnd
A.I/ TRC~27. . Tole~type is terminated by AN/MC-62 ".nd lzmd llnes. Recentlon
and reliability is excellent, : s , ‘ e

(3) The Battolion Commander must have relin able commuications at
all times to maintain controls To achieve this it is felt that AN/PRC-ZSS
must be 1ssued to each infantry Battalion.

3 ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

f. Air Suppord

(1) During Operation Montgonmcry, Choyemne ~nd Cheyenne II, air
support is covered in the after cection reports. During the remninder of -
the reporting period cir support was handled in a normal manner, Hellcopter
support for administrotive runs was very responsive when avililility
permitteds Response for medical exacuctions has been excellent,

(2) Threc fixed wing air strikes were rcquested during the
remainder of the reporting period. All were performed in an outstanding
memner by MAG-12 aircraft. One of the strikes was controlled by
COTTAGE 14 while the other two were controlled by o o(2)s

ge Medical

(1) The Battelion Lid Station moved ashore with the Battalion
on 8 Mey 1966. Persomnel included two doctors and 50 hospital corpsmen.
Since moving to Hill 54, o medical civic action mission is in the carly .
stages of development. Ineluded in the prospective plans arc the fol-
lowings

(n) Deily sickcall at CP Mnin Gotes
(b) Daily sickeall at the village dispensary.

(¢) Training program for the local population. The BLS
porsomnel has thus far treated approximetely 800 civilians.

(2) The general level of health of the Battalion hms been good.
Daily census of patients kept in BAS runs to approximate avercge of
three, Most coges are admitted with intestinal problems.

he Civil Liffairs
(1) Medical civic action progrom was initiated near the Marine ‘
,perimeter. Sick call is held three hours each morning for an average of

100 civiliens por daye.

(2) & fomily was evncuated from the Homlet of Duc Bo coordinates
BT 373147 at their rcquest for security from the VC. -

(3) Contact with the locel officals and Hamlet Chiefs has been
effected to exploin the purpose of the Morines presence and what could
be done to aid the local population against the VC. '

(4) Clothing and sosp has been mede oveilable for dlstrlbutlon.
Lock of supplies 11m1t the extent of these operations.

i. Poycholosdical Warcfare

‘ (1) Ixtensive Bychological operations were ccnducted thmoughout - -

4 ENCLOSTRE (1)
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' 060630B ~ Commenced debarkation from USS Alemo; USS Pickawey,-and USS :.
Princeton,

071400 ~ Chopped OPCON to III M.FA i
O71400H - Chopped OPCON/ADCON to CG lst MnrDlVo

071400B-=~ BLT l/ 5 dO“*Cth’\.'ted. j ’111 atte chments reverted to jsls ,rent
orgenization, ‘ : .

071400 - 1st Bn, 5th M reports ADCON lst Marines and OPCON 7th Mmrlnes.
091200H ~ Departed for Uperatlon Montgomery. |
092015H - Comploted debarkation from assigned sh:.pplng.

1314008 -~ Returned from Onerw.tlon Montgomery.

140800H = Chopped CPCON 1st Marines,

1 . ENCLOSURE (2)
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15 May 1966 = Arrivad Hill 54. Lssuned control of the TAORf
151436H - Tanks end 107 Howters errived this p051t10n-
152200H -Company 4L chopped OPCOH to lst Harlnes o

160730H ~ Compeny € squad siza pa‘trol K]'.Rm BT 388154, 'I{e'ccived'lB
rounds sniper fire from BT 388143; patrol returned 30 rounds small
arms fire. Secrched area found nothing, patrol continued on missione

16090CH ~ Reference SitRep # 1, Ten officers and staff NCO's from 1/5
accenpenied Company E, 2/5 on search end destroy operatlon. During one
encounter 1/5 sustained one WIA. ,

161245H = Compony C BT 395145 received three rounds sniper fire from .
_ BT 393149, returned 20 rounds small arns f1re° sent fire teanm patrol
outy searched area and found nothing. . .

170807H - In vicinity of BT 396145, tanks and 107 Howtars flred three
" rounds 90mm and 12 rounds 107m at VC outpost coordlnates BT 37811z,
Probable two VC KI.,

172245H -~ B%S Company, coordinates BT 398145 heaxd novement at coordinates
BT 401145 and fired cight rounds small arms fire. Checked area and found
one black. shirt,

180718H = Compoyy C BT 375145 while returning from night ambush position
received approxinntely 60 rounds small arms and automatic weapons fire
from BT 374150 Company C returned fire with 300 T.62 rounds, 30 172
end 16 60rm moxrter rounds, tanks fired 24 rounds in supports VC broke
~contact, area wes swept, 13 VCS were apprehended. VCS were soreened

and sent to ITT, Sccondary explosions were heard from hut that caught
fire during encounter. Compony C sustaimed onc USMC WIL.

190945 = 2d Platoon (=), Company D and one squad of Popular Forces with
the information furnished by three femanle VCS who were apprehended. .
181500H,1located two tunnels at coordinates BT 428137. Both tunnels were

- approximatcly the same size, seven fect docp by five feet by five fecte.

Both tunnels were destroyed at 191015H,

191315H - LVT's, while returnlng from supply missions to Company D, at
coordinates BT 425158, located two mortar rounds of a type unknown,
partially buried. Traces of blood in the immediate area indicated
that possibly other mortar rounds had exploded in the same arcas Mortar
rounds were destroyed in place .
. . N
191430H = 3d Platoon (~), Company C observed 20 men working in a guarry
coordinctes BT 392138, L11 mcn fled except four who were apprechended,
screened and sent to ITT.as VCS, Area was searched for men who fled.
Unable to locate same. )

2 ENCLOSURE (2)
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191500 H - B&S Conpany's defensive positior located cne CHICOM grenade
lying near perlmeter at coordinates BT 397145. Grenade was destroyed
in place. . . ) ) .

200930H - Squad security patrol heard banging noises at coordinates

BT 381143+ = This was evidently a worning. Tratrol then received six
rounds Small arms, two cight round automatic rifle burst and approximately
175 rounds of mach;ne gun fire from a large hut at BT 382143. Patrol
returned 30 rounds of &mall arms fire; 40 rounds machine gun fire and

one direct hit with o LiW. PFiring cecsed. Estimate two possible KIis

and four Wlis, Relnforcements .of two tanks from 34 platoon, Company 4,
two Ontos from 1st platoon, Company By and one additional squad form

1st platoon, Company B, With reinforcements a sweep was made. Tracked
Vechicles. recelved 30 rounds of antomatic rifle fire and 12 rounds small
arms fire. Tanks fired seven rounds HE, Ontos 200 rounds 30 caliber.

Four substantial blood trails were found leading from the hut indicating
four VC wounded. 4t BT 384143 one round of sniper fire was received from
a hut, One WP grenade denolished the hut. No futher firing. No. evidence
of VC WIi was found, presumed escaped. 4t BT 384141 four VOS and a
short blood trail were found by a caves Four suspects came out of cave
an? grenade thrown in. Cave was searched and nothing was found. VC
broke contact, patrol withdrew to evacuate one female wounded during the
previous fire fight. VC3 were scrcened and released except for one who was
evecuated to Chu Lei due to non-battle injuries. , :

202210H - Section squed Hamms cocrdinates BT 433170 sited one small .
boat at coordinates BT 433172 without lights and twe or three people
aboard. People were chgllenged, but falled to halt. 20 rounds small -
arms were flred ot boats Boat excapede " e

210515H - Flre tean ambush pa trol Mary from Conpgny c, coordlnutcs

BT 497090 received three rounds 30 caliber fire from two snipers
coordinates BT 498090, and sustained one USMC WI., Patrol returncd 40
rounds small orms fire and searched area. Found trail of blood but
was unable to follow through wet rice field. -One. VC WIA.

210615H - Comwwny C's mechenlzed sweep coordinates BT 392149 recelved

two rdunds gmall arns sniper fire from coordinates BT 390149. . 20 rounds
small arms flro were returned. Sniper flre ceased. Area was seﬂrched and
nothing founds '

210645H ~ 1st platoon, Company B, 1lst LT Bn, at cocrdinates BT 391152
received 12 rounds small arms fire from hedge row coordinates BT 394158,
Returned fire with six rounds 106mm HE, direct hit. -Dstimate one VC
KIL possibles Unable to check area due to advancement of Company.C's
sweep of area, . : ' . o

2107158 ~ lst platoon, Company B, .1st AT Bn, at coordinates BT 383157

. received four rounds small arms snlper fire from a hut at coordlnates

BT 378155, Returncd fire, four rounds 106m HE. Destroyed hut, -

Estinate one VC KILi possibles Unable to check area due to advancement of
Company C's sweap. of aren. . = . -

ENCLOSTURE (2)
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210é30H = 15t ‘platoon; Company C coirdinites BT 374149 réctived 40 ¢ .
rounds-autometic weapons fire from hut coordinates BT 375153. Returned
86 rounds small arms fire, scarched hut ~nd found one VCS., Apprehended

" same. Checked area and located another VCS. Both were screened and sent
to Im° . . . . ) . . . o ‘. . i .

210830H =~ Compsny C coordinates BT 375155 recelved six rounds snlper
fire and occasional four tc six round burst of automatic rifle firs
from village of Duc Bo at coordinates BT 374153, Villagers sounded
- warning by banging on tins when Morines wére closing. Returned 93
founds small armg fire. Segrched area and found nothlngg

210930H - 24 plhtoon, Company D locuted four VCS, one trying to enter
cave coordinntes BT 428145, Apprehcnded VCS and searched cave but found
nothlng., VCS are belng retained overnlght by Company D.

' 2110508~ Company € reccived 15 rounds Sniper fire from east 31de of
-Duc Bo village ncar hedge row coordinates BT 376148. - Company returned
50 rounds automatic rifle fire., Four persons were observed running fronm
hedge row.” Secrch was conducte ~nd onc femnle body -was discoverad ~bout
50 neters -fron hedbe IOWo Body was reccvered by local v111agers.

2110%50H -~ Company ¢ ceordinates BT 367148 recelvod four rounds small
arms sniper fire from coordinatés BT 361148, < Sustained one USMC WIA.
Returned 25 rounds small arms fire. Sniper fire ceased. Area swept
and nothing found. WIA evwcuated to Chu Lai. S

2111458 - 1st’ plgtoon, Company B, lst AT Bn coordinates BT 382137
observed two VC firing a mechine gun codrdinates BT 378142+  Approximately
60 rounds werc fired at Company C, Ontos fired six rounds 106mm HE at
encmy position. - Checked area and found subatenclgl ‘apount of blood.
Nothlng else.' Both VC probable KIL. R . R
2112408 - 24 squzd, 24 plﬂtoon, Company C at coordlnates BT 365145,
received five rounds small arms sniper fire from hedge row coordinates
BT 365143. Observed two persons wearing straw hats rumming on other side
of hedge row. Fired one round 40mm pinch Checked area and located one
Vietnemese boy, wounded, who ‘was 1mmed1utely evacufted to D Medy at

Chu Lai. One deod céw was found 50 meters from boy. Nothing else was’
found. .

22114SH - Artillery forward: observer at Battallon Out Post coordln tes
‘BT 397145, observed four VC weﬁrlng grey unlforms, chrrlng woanons and
equlpment at coordinates BT 364148. Artlllery ‘forword observer called
in artillery fire. 28 rounds HE fired on’target. Arca was not sexrched
due to distance. Estimate four VC probable KIA. :

2214108 ~ frtillery forward -observer at Battalion:Out lost ot coordinates
BT 397145 observed. three camouflwged VC removing concealed equipnent from
_ brush along troil ot coordinates BT 345148. Artlllery forwaxd observer

- called in*artillery fire mission, Battery K-fired four HE and two. WP
rounds on targets WP rounds marked target for air strike.  One air strike

ENICLOSURE (2)
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was conducted with -two sortics. l‘:.red approxinately 16 five inch ZUNI
rockets and 200 rounds 20mme Lreo wos complebely covered. mhree pOS-
sible VC KILi. ' Arce wos not checked due to ulstﬁnce. oo

230720H = Company B coordinates BT 425105 received three rounds sniper
fire from cocrdinctes BT 423105, Compony B returned eight rounds small
arms firee. - Sniper flre cewsed. Sc_rdhed oren rnd found nothlnco

230815H ~ Compeny B 0uord1nntes BT 423103 in v1c1n1ty of ob;ectlve Ono
roceived ten rounds simi-automatic rifle fire from coordinates BT 424103.
Returned 40 rounds smull arms flre. Enery cecsed fires Checked area and
found - nothlng. ' - R : '

230853H = Comrany 3 cooralnates BT r“0093 secured obaectlve Bne, pursued
VC for 500 meters to coordinates BT 415093, VC broke contact. Compony B
returned to objective one and couducted complete serrch and clearlng of
ared. Found nothlng. K

231A20H - 3d platoon, Comprny B on patrol, coorclnates BT 413097 recelved
three eight round burst of sutomatic weapons fire from coordinates

BT 411098, Returned 12 rounds small arms fire, two M79 rounds and

one LiW, Commenced ‘gearching area at coordinates BT 411098 received
eight more rounds $mall arms fire from coordinates BT 412097 mné returned
20 rounds smell crms fire, two 60mm mortar rounds ond -one M79 round,
Observed one VC running who fell down after being hit. VC dlsappeared
and patrol wa ble “to locate hime One” VC WIu probable. o

231535 Re1nforczng patrol from Compuny B went to coordlnotee BT 415098
received two rounds small arms fire from huts at coordinates BT 416097,
Returned fire with two Mj9, rounds nnd five.rounds small arms fire.
Three huts caught fire, Senrcheéd aren end: found' clothing and papers

in boxes which tre beo ring brought backe Llso located one tunnel ten

feet by four fedt at cocrdinates BT 416097 containgng three boxes of
clothings Boxes were booby-trdaped with o hand grenade. Boxes and
clothing were destroyed with another hand grennde. Searched area

and found nothzﬁg else.

24095OH The Rﬂutgllon perlmeter ﬂt coordlnntes BT 395145 recelved nine
rounds sniper fire from coordinates BT 3935145. Returned ten rounds
small arms fire. VC fire ceased. Displaced fire team patrol to search
arca. Found nothlng. ) : ; B : :
241710H ~-The Battalion perimeter ot coordlnﬂtes BT 395145 received 15
rounds sniper fire from coordinates BT 392149. Returned 150 rounds auto=
matlc weapons flre. Enemy flre coased. Checked erea but found nothlng.

260655H - 3a plotoon, Company L v101n1ty hilx 186 coordlnates BT 357135,
observed 75 to 100 VC carrying weapons and moving in the open at
coordinates BT 353148, Lrtillery flre was requested and- flred apotiing

- rounds, ‘At 2607350 artillery was fired for effect at BT 353148, artillery
conceftration covercd area completely.

ENCLOSURE (2 )
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260750H - Company C coordinates BT 386146 .received two rounds sniper
fire from coordinates BT 384146, No fire was returned. Cormpany-C
sustained one WIi, Imergency helicopter evacuation was requested, Aree
was checked found nothing. '

260815H - 3d platoon, Company 4 coordinates BT 357135 observed approx-—
imately 50 VC moving into a stream bed in the vicinity of coordinates
BT 348142, JMArtillery fire was eclled on this position. ALArea was later
searched in detail and a large number of blood stains were found. No
bodies were found, I+ is estimated that 15 to 20 VC were KTA or WIA.

260832H - 3d platoon, Company A in blocking position coordinates BT
357135 observed four VC carring weopons coming up hill, Lpproximately
43 rounds of machine gun fire was fired at V0, Lrea was checked butb
no hodies were found, ’

260845H - Company C coordinates BT 385146 received four rounds sniper
fire from coordinntes BT 384146. Returned fire with one LiW, Checked
area and found nothing.

250925H ~ Comrany C coordinates BT 376146 received approximately 100
rounds small srms fire from cocrdinates BT 374146, Returned one WP
3.5 rocket, approximetely 250 rounds small orms fire and 12 M79 rounds.
Checked ares snd found nothing. '

260940H = Cet killer TAC (a) observed approximately 15 VC running in the
open at coordinates BT 355143. Air strike was conducted. Estimated
five to ten VC KIi,

262.015H - 3d platoon, Company L observed 30 VC in Thach Kieu (2)

Villege coordinates BT 357147, An airstrike waos calleds Two fi=d
aircraft dropped eight 500 pound napalm bombs, fired eight ZUNI rockeds
and 300 20mm rounds. One buiiding was completely destroyed and three
buildings were partically destroyed. frea was later aearched by Compeny
Cy Hut no bodies were found. :

2616450 - 3d platoon, Company 4 coordinates BT 380141 received five
rounds small arms fire from coordinates BT 370143, returned 15 rounds
smell erms fire and one MJ9 round, Checked area and foundé nothivg.

262055H = One squad ambush fren Cormany B was sprung on a VO patrol

at BT 369159, 4pproximately 300 rounds small arms fire and four MJ9
rounds were fired at the VO patrols The VC returned approximately 100
rounds automatic weapons fire and two rifle grenades., The VC sustained
two KIL confirmed by body count and two more KIL possible and twe WIL
possible based on the amount of blood found in the areas One US carbine
and one US M~l rifle were captured along with some documents.

270854F: = Compeny B coordinates BT 368147 located a tunnel 12 feet '
deep by two feet by six feete The tunnel was destroyed with demolitions.

ENCLOSURE (2)
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270940H - Company B coordinntes DT 360150 received oﬁe round sniper
fire from coordinates BT 362150. No fire was returned. Dispached fire
team patrol “to check.area. Found nothing,

271025H - Compory By conducting seorch and destroy cperations in vicinity
of coordinates BT 374148, located four Fresh graves and three blood
stained shirts neaxr~by. : : »

281153H ~ Squad size patrol Baracuds from Compeany U at coordinatas

BT 386154 received ten rounds small axms fire from four VO coordinates:
BT 383156, Petrol returned 20 rounds small arms fire and approximately
30 rounds amtomatic weapons fire and observed one VC knocked down by
the fire. Tie other thres VO quickly grabbed the downed V(O and dregged
him out of sight. L strong effort o reestablish contact was made, but
was negative. A thorough search of the area was made, which disclosed

-large spots of blood in the area of the downed VC. Estimate one VC KI.

possibles = -

281200H ~ Securivy patrol from Company 4L cocrdinates BT 496081 located .
a small boot on the beache They received six rounds automatic weapons
fire while sgorching the boat. Due to the distance; a0 fire was returned
and the area whorce fire came from was not checked... Nothing was found in
the boat. - ' L :

. 281415H -~ Squad patrel Baracudé at coordinﬁtes BT 388152, received

approximately 20 rounds automatic. weapons fire and 15 rounds small arms
fire from coordinates DT 390155. Patrol returned approximately ten
rounds amnll arms fire and fired two LuiW's. They zlso requested an
81lmm morter fire mission which fired 12 HE roundse Patbrol observed

-one V0 flecing, received a round in the back and fell downs ifnother

VC who was returning fire wms,knocked backwards. .8lmm morier fire
mission was on target. Patrol did not check area due to distance.
Bstimate “wo V<o XIL possitle. S

281500H - Squad patrol Baracuda at coordincotes BT 388152 received three
rounds sniper fire from coordinates BT 394156, patrol returned five .
rounds small arms fire, OSniper fire ceaseds 4rea was not checked due
to distance, E ' Co

200855H - 23 platoon, 3d [mtrack Battalion returning from daily supply
run t¢ Company D hit en antitank mine at coordinates BT 411154 asustaine-
ing minor damage to thé track of the wehicle and resulting in two

ainor USMC WIL's, : :

291300H - Compeny D received word from Popular Forces of the location
of o cave at-coordinates BT 433168, 4 squad potrol was dispatched to
the cave. It wos seven feet deep by two feet by two fect reinforced
with bamboo. It wos destroyed with demolitions. The: Popular Forces
also released one female VCS to Company D who is being 1ntérrogated by
interpreter and will be sent to "ITT.

ENCLOSURE ( 2)
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3007OOH'4 3d platooﬁ; Conprny fi at cocrdinntes BT 384092 observed
five VC, two of them carrying wecpons. The twe corring weapons disap-

pecared. The three without weapons were cpprehended, screcned and sent
to ITT.

300820H - Company C at coordinates BT 419103 stopped ~nd questioned
16 suspects. £L11 were released except for one who attempted to run while
being interrogated. VCS was screened and sent to ITT.

300827H - 24 platoon, Company i conducting search and destroy
operatens on Island Than Tay GS 4712, located and destroyed two 8lmm
mortar shells and one 8lmm morter tail fin,.

300840H - Squand patrol Iron from Company C at coordinates BT 384148
received ten rounds esniper fire from coordinates BT 382148, TIatrol
returnsed 30 rounds small arms fire and requested 60mm mortar fire mission
which fired 12 rounds. Patrol Iron sustained one USMC WLi and requested
emergency helicopter evacuation. L reaction squad was dispoiched to assidt
. in conducting a through search of the areas One VCS was apprehended end
‘screcned and sent to ITT.

300910H = Compony B at cocrdinates BT 392121, apprehended one female
VC who was identified by the Hamlet Chief of Xuan Ngoc Hamlet as bheing
a member of the Guerrilla Forces., BShe was screened and sent to ITT,

300930H ~ At coordinates BT 393117 Company B received 15 rounds small
arms fire from coordinates BT 393155. Company B returned 40 rounds
small arms fire, approximately 50 rounds machine gun fire and four M79
rounds. VC broke contacts L thorough search of the area was made
which disclosed one tunnel five feet wide by six feet deep by six feet.
The tunnel was destroyed with demolitions. Nothing else was found.

301120H -~ Company B at coordinates BT 392112 located a tunnel ten feet
long by three feet wide by two feet highs The tunnel was destroyed
with demolitions.

301114H ~ Compeny D at cocrdinotes 399144, located a turmel 20 feet
long by 11 feet wide by five feet. The tunnel was destroyed with
demolitionse.

301228H - Patrol Chrysler from Company D at coordinates BT 438152,
located 2 tunnel three feet by three feet by 30 feet. The ftunnel
was destroyed with demolitionge

301240H - Conpany B at coordinates BT 399111, located a tunnel six
feet by four feet by 15 feet. The tunnel was dwstroyed with demolitions..

3013150 - Company DB at coordinotes BT 375111 apprehended two VC who
were identified as Guerrilla Forces by the Hamlet Chief of Xuan Ngoc
Homlet. The VC were screened and sent to ITT.

ENCLOSURE ( 2)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

301430H - Company ﬁ at coordinates 407134, received two rounds sniper

fire from coordinates BT 405134, Fifteen rounds of small arms fire
was returned, 4Lrea was checked but nothing was found.

301610 - Company D received informstion from Popular Fordes of the
location of a tunnel. 4L squad was dispatched to the tunnel at BT 418148,
The tunnel wes three feet by three feet by 90 feet, The tunnel was
destroyed by demolitions.

301640H « Company B, 3d Lnmtrac Battalion (Rein), with one engineer

squad from lst Engineer Battalicn, operating with one squad from

Company D for security at coordinates DT 413153, while clearing a

suprly route from 1/5 Command post to Company D's Command Post, employed
a sncke demolitions charges The.rocket prematurely detonaied.

Company B, 3d Amtrac Battalion sustainea one USMC KIL and one UbMC WIA.
The enginecer squed from lst Engineer Battzlion sustained three USMC WIL's.
The KI. and all WIi's were emergency helicopter cvacuated to D Med, Chu
L&i.

310945H - Conpuny D received information from two Vietnamese of the
location of o tumnel. 4 squad (Rein) was dispotched to the coordinntes
BT 416183, The tunnels dimcnsicons were four feet by four feet hy 100
feet, reinforced with wood., The tunnel was destroyed with demolitions.

311400H = Company D at coordinates BT 416153 located onother tunmel.

This tunnel was found after destroying an earlier tummel at the same
coordinates. The dimensions are 200 meters by four meters by four meters.
The tunnel was destroycde

311645H - Company D at coordinates BT 436161 apprehended one VC who
ves identified by Popular Forces when he was observed stonding in sick
call lines The VO was sent to gain informetion zbout Company D's
position by VC organizer Le Gice 7VC is being interrogated by inter-
preters and will be sent to ITT on 1 June 1966,
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"Operation Overlayg 13 May 1966
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HiADGUARTERS
1lst Battalion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division (-)(Rein), FF
FPO, Sen Francisco, 96602

3 /FNK/Twe
3480
14 May 1966
" Froms Commanding Officer
Toe Commanding General, lst Marine Division (=)(Rein), FMF

Via: Commanding Officer, Tth Marines
Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report; Operation HUNTGUMERY
Refe (ag 7th Marines Regimental Frag Order #10-66 (Operation HMUNTGOMERY)

(b) Mapst AMS Series L701, Sheet 6739 II (1:50,000)
AMS Series L701, Sheet 6739 IIT (1:50,000)

‘Bnel: (1) Operation Overlay, D+1 (10 May 1966
{2) Operation Overlay, D+2 {11 kHay 1966
(3) COperation Overlay, D+3 (12 May 1966
(4) Operation Overlay, D+4 (13 May 1966)
(5) Diagrams of Turnel Complexes

1. Code Name and Type of Operation. Operation MUNTGOMERY (Search and
Destroy). g

2. Dates of Operation. 9-13 Mzy 1966.

%3+ Logation., SON TINE District, GUANG HGAI Province, RVN, on map sheet
AM§ Series L701, Sheets 6739 II and 6739 III (1150,000),

4. Comnand Headquarters

€0, 1st Bn, 5th Mar B LtCol H. L. COFFIAN

0, Co B - | 1s Lt Jo Pu To SULLIVAN
o, Co C 1stLt Cu W. J. STANAT
€O, Co D ' Capt J. F..KREBS

8lmm Mortar Plat 1stlt C. E. NZESEMAN
Det, L& Co | lstLt H., HITT

5. Task Organization

1st8n( ~){Rein), 5thMar LtCol COFFMAN
H&SCol -
Det,BtryD, 2dBn, 11 thiar
Det,4RVK Interpreter Tm
Det,1stSPBEn(HST)
1stPlat(-~),CoB,lstEngrin
o
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Co B (Rein)

Co B .

Det, 8800 . - ... . .
Det,MedPlat
Det,CommPlat
24FCTm, 8lmmPlat .

» o ACTm .
.o =i Det,lstPlatyCoB,lstEngrBn
FOTm, BtryD,;2dBn, 11 thMar

Ce € (Rein),

Co C
Det H&3Co

Det,MedPlat

‘Det, CommPlat

3GF0Tm, 81mrPlat
Det,lstPlat,CoB,lstEngrBan
¥OTm, BtryD, 2d8n,11thiar
Det,iRVN Interpreter Tm

CoD (Relnl

fo

Dst ,H@S Co
Det,MedPlat
DetyCommElat
4thFOTm, 81mmFl at
F4Clm

Det, JEVH Interpreter Tm
Det 1stPlat,CoB,lstingrin
T‘n . BtryD, 2dBn llthl ar

6. Supporiing Lrms

a.  Air Support -

(1) Helicopter Supporta

1s tLt SULLIVAN

lstlt STANAT

Capt KREBS

Three treoop lifts were made during the

Operation. The first was & Battalion size 1ift on the afternoon of D-Day.

The sécond was a company size lift on D+2, md

the third lift moved the

Battalion bazck to Ky Ha on D+4., A1l 1lifis were made with MiG 36 aircraft.
HaG 36 helicopters provided resupply on D+1, D+2, aﬂd D+3. 411 troop

wcro acconpanied by armed Uh—lﬂ eircraft,

(2) Fixed Wing, JLircraft were requested

on D42 in vicinity of 475847.

1

be 4rtillery Support. 1lst Battalion,
glements of 1st Bn, 3d Bn, and 4th Ba, 11th Marines.

th Marines

1if tg

and provided for ElZ prep

was supparted by
The only instance in

vhich artillery was used dirceily Ly lst Battalion, 5th Marines was for

prep fire on a helicopter landing zonec..
one half hour preparation of the area.
every night, but were not nceded by thb bat uallOH."
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7+ Intelligence

|

a. Bstimate of VC Strength, Location and Disposition in the Ubjective

iresa.,

(1) Forces inticipated in the Immodiste Objective area,

T

Confirmed
None

Proboble

Hq,1stVCRegt
60thdn,1stVCRegt
80thBn,1stVCRegt
90thBn,1stVCRegt
19541V ChirDefBn
T-20 VC Co

U/I VC Bn

U/I VC Bn

/1 VC Bn

U/ VC Regt

U/I VC Co

. U/I VC Unit

4th VC Regt -
u/1 e
U/1

U/1

U/1

LOGATION

BS 509773

BS 509773

B33 509773

BS 509773

BS 499819

B3 499819

Pos Viec B3 450825
Pos Vic BS 476836
Vie BS 570855
Vie BS 546796
Vic BS 569758
Vie BS 450750

BS 490774

BS 494768

B3 450774

Vic BS 462788
Vie BS 486811

STRENGTH  TLCTICLL DISPOSITION
260 UNK
300 UNK
400 UNK
400 UNK
UHK UNK
Ulin UNK
UK UNK
UNK UNK
UK UNK
UNK UNK
UK UNK
UNK TNK
UBK K-
600 UK
400 UNK
300 UNK
400 UNK

(2) Intelligence information was initially furnished to this unit

on 6 May 1966.

(3) The objective of the operation was to fix and destroy any VC
tnits in the assigned area and to locate and confiscate or destrcy VC food
and srms caches believed situated in the region.

b, VC Strength and Situation ..ctually found es Opcration was Conducted.

With thc'exception of hostile sniper fire from several locations thrcughout
the operation; and one ¥C killed by & Compeny C ambush in the early morning
of 10 Mey, no solid contact was establighed with the enemy during the conduct

of the Operation.

ce VO Units Identificd. None

de Significant Intelligence Gained

(1) Pecople were initielly afreid and suspicious. Later they were
surprised that their animals warc not taken. Mogt villages were deserted

3
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except for a few people. The bulk of the populacc was observed, on two
occasions, to fleé before the apvroach of unlts of 1/5

(2) Hamlet located at 13 592849 was heavily fortified with barbed
wire,. trenchcs and bmknrs. Met of the suspe sots apprencnded vere taken
from this v1ll@ge. . T .

(3) Tunnels znd Caves. Meny small complexes’ capable of hbldlng
three or four people were found. These werc left “unharmed, appearing to be -
individual family shelters of somc 10! 4o 30's Two large complexes were
destroyed by Compeny C. Onc on 10 May ran some 170 feet in length with many
side tunnels., Tunncl diametcr was about five foet and the complex was located
at BS 505825, The second complex located at B3 497838 was 10uated on 12 Hay
and consisted of two tunnecls of 100 feet mmd 40 feet in longth. These tunnels
had a dismeter .of threc to four feet.

(4) " Demolitions Requireds Lpproximately 25 50 pounds of demoiitions
were used tc scal entrances of caves and funnclss & total of 1000 pounds of
" cxplosives were used in scaling or destroying the lwrﬂur complexcs in the
v1c1n15y of BS 505825 and »S 497838.

(1) Griticel Terrain Feelurss

Hill 141 - BS 474863 S

Hill 241 - BS 476812
Hill 171 BS 517779
(2) Observation and Ficlds of Tire, The terrain was comparatively

flat in the arca of operation. It was 1nverrunted by occasional hndgcrows
and o;ferod cxcellent fields of f*rc for defender ﬂnd ﬂttecker.

(3) Cover and Concealmonta Both were sp.rce except for areas
covered by hedgerows.

(4)’ Obstacles, ¥o major obstacles vere encountered.

8. Mission, 1st Battalion (=)(Rein), 5%h Harines conducted scarch and

destroy opcrntlong in westcrn Son Tinh Digirict, RQuang Ngal Frovince, RVh
in congunctlon'w1th lst and 2nd Baittalion, Tth Merines,

9. Concept of Operations. On order, subgeqpent to L-Hour on D-Day, lst
Battalion, 5th Marincs move vie hclicopter to 1% at coordinates BS 522840,
east of the village of Fhuong Dinh \3,, search and clear southwest to the
" village of Xuen Hoa (1), BS 507605.° Conduct further scarch and destroy
operations_as directed. :

10. nronologlc“l bequenco of gvcnus

a. D-Day (9 May 1866)¢ Company C cermenced 1ift into LZ vieinity of
TS 522840, 500 meters cast of the town of ihuong Dinh (3), at 1430. 'The

4

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

battalion moved in accordance with refercnce (a). Company C picked up one
V3S at 1550, in L2, and by 1610 2ll compenics were on the ground. Move-
ment began in a southwesterly directiocn, and Companics B and D found znd
destroyed small tunnels, rice, and comn wire. . 4t 1645, Company D fired on
four VC carrying weapons at 514828, .4t 1710, Company D received sniper fire
in the vicinity of 512826, returned firc with negative results, amd cleared
to the village of Fhuong Dinh (4) at BS 512822, The Battalion then set in

night defensive positions in the viecinity of BS 515826. Local ambushes
were set up and H&I fires were fired by supporting artillery.

be D+l (10 Miey'1966): First contact came when Company C's ambush at
B3 5168834 vas sprung at 0300. One VC confirmed Kli. 4t 0730, all companies
rmoved in esccordance with enclosure (1). L1l units again found rice and
whezt, destroyecd same, and et 0910, Company C found tools, brass and hand
loading devices in vicinity of BS 5028290 while clearing the village of Thuong
Dinh (2). 4t the same time, Compeny Besrched and cleared to BS 529822 (Binh
Bec (2)), and then moved, under paiodié sniper fire, through Xuan Hoa (BS
517812). Scarch and clcar mission was completed by Company 3B at 1400, 4t
1150, Company C destroyed tunncls at 33 505825 and at 1400 all units moved
towerd night positions in the vicinity of BS 511813 (Xuan Hoa (2)) after
cleering villages Phuong Dinh (4), (5) a1d Xuan Hoa. Local ambushes were
sct in, and artillery continued H&I fires throughout the night.

co D+2 (11 May 1966): Compcny B moved a reinforced platoon through

Xuan Hoa (1), B3 507805. Fatrol returncd at 1000, No contzct. 4t 0805,
Company D moved via helicopter in sccordance with enclosure (2) to landing
zone in the vieinity of BS 475837 in a sweep and destroy mission northesst
to link up with the remainder of 1/5 in the vicinity of BS 499847. The lift
was completed at 0905 with no contact. 411 other units moved out st 1109,

sozrching end destroying through Ihmong Dinh (3)(B8 515839) to Thach an Noi
('l)u By 1430, &il units except Compeny D were establishing a mrimeter at
ES 499847. 4Lt 1540, Company D entercd the perimeter and night positions
were established. lNo contact was mede. Lecal night ambushes were set up,
and the hill at 502844 was outposted by Comveny C, ' T

"d. D#3 (12 May 1966): Paitrols were scnt out in accordance with enclosure

(3), departing perimeter at 0530. it 0740, Company C located a large cave
complex in the vicinity of 497842, and at 1000, Company D's patrol captured
onc VCS, .11 patrols rebturned by 1130 with no further contact. Two addit-
ional patrols were sent out at 1230, Cne from Compeny C to blow previcusly
mentvioned tunnel complex znd Company D with interpreters to check VC3's
statements concerning Thach in Hoi (1)(IS 497847). 4ll roturned by 1500
with no contact. Wight positions werc set up, and the hill at 502844 wvas
again outposted by Compeany G, Company D set up an ambush at 2000, in the
vicinity of 35 494850, end Compeony 3 in the vieinity of BS 488642,

e. D+4 {13 May 1966){ ambushoes returned at 0530 with no contact. ull
units moved out at 0615 in accordance with plan submitted in enclosure (4),
gsearched and cleared viliages of Thoch . Nei (3) at 38 499853 and Thach
Hoi (2) at BS 509855... Company D secured Zattalion Objective 1 (38 532862)
by 0540 with no contact, end Compeny C ran into sniper fire at 0915 at

5
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coordinates BS 532856, detained 53 suspects, and seccured its objective at
0940. 2% VCS subsequently displaced to LSui. 4Lt 1015, all units were within
the defensive perimeter, -and the Battalion CF vas esteblished at BS 533857,
Units begen helilift to Ky Ea at 1400, .11 units retracted without incident
by 1600,

11. Results
e, Enenmy Losses
(1) veK -1
(2) ves - 31

b. Friendly Losses

(1) XIi ~ None

(2) Wli - Hone

(3) Non-Batitle Casualties =~ 4
(4) Material Losses - lone

12. Ldministrative Matters

e« Supply and lisintenance. o matters of an uwnusual nature occured.
Resupply was timely.

_ b. Casualties. Evacuation was oxcellent due to the immedizte response
of helicopters.

c. Commmications. No communication problems ensued due to the excellent
verformance of the i/PRC-25 radio.

13. Special Bguipment and Technigues. o special equipment was used.
~BVN interpreter teams which were ettached proved 1o be exceptionally eager

‘and oble on their job. .. noteworthy improvement over this Battalion's past
experience.

14. Commander's /malysis. Yrevious operaticns hy this unit have demanded
that long distances be covered in relatively short time periods. This was
the first time that 1/5 was able to spend time nmoving through areas and thus
effect more profitable seearching techniques. This was also 1/5‘s first
operation in relatively level, rice paddy lané where novement was not res-
tricted. Jlthough circumstences prevented the immediate activation of this
operation pricr to the obvious exfiltration of the cnemy, it did appear that
this Battalion, as the reserve, and then as s random blocking force used ag
onportunitiss presented themselves, was effective in surprising 20 to 30
VCS of military age on the final day of +the operation. It is believed that
this was due to0 the failure of the VC o discover o definite direction of
atvtack.

6
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15, Recommsndation. o specific recommendation re deemed worthy of note.

DISTRISUTION: Special

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

HEAJUARTERS
1st Battalion, 5th Marines

1st Marine Division (~)(Rein), FMF

FPO, San Francisco, 96602

From: Commanding Officer

Toz
Vias Commandlng Offlcer, lst Marine Reg:.ment _'

Sub gt

Commanding Generdl , lst Marine Division

]

3 /AR /e
3480
27 May 1966

'Combat Operatlons After Actlon Report, SubmlSSlOn of :

Ref: é g Verbal ‘order from Commanding Officery lst Marines
(b) Mapst AMS Series L701l, Sheet 6739 IV TRA BINH (1:50,000)

AlIS Series L7014, Sheet 6757 IV TRA BONG (1 50, ooo)

1.
2
5
4.

e

CBEncls (1) Operatlon Overlay D-Day

Code Name. Operation CHEYENNE.

Date of Operation. 25 May 1966.

Location. Ly Tin District, Queng Fgai Provinee, Ky Chanh Village.

Comm d Head guarterg

C0, 1lst Bn, 5th Mar
CO, Company C

. 00, Company D

81mm Mortar Plat (- )
Btry D, 2/11

Thsk Organization

‘1st Battalion, ( )(Rem), gth l"larmes

H&S Company (=)
Det, Btry D, 2/11
Det, ARVN Interpreter I‘m

Company C !Re 2

Company G
Det, H&S Compeny
Det, Med Plat
De‘h, Comm Plat
Det, ARV Interpreter ”m

DECLASSIFIED

LtCol He L. COFRMAN

" Capt Je Fo KREES
‘1stlt Re He BELKNAP

lstLt L. J. SCHUMACHER.

LtCol H. L. COFRLN

1stLt Co W J. STANAT .
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Compzny D (itein)
Company D
Vet, RES Corgeny
Jet, Med Plat
Det, Comm Plat
Det, ARV Interpreter Im

6. Supporting Arms

a. Air Support

(l) Helicopter Supporte Two trooplifts were accomplished during
the operation using 16 MAG 36 aircraft for each lifte. The first lift
moved Company C and the Command Group from Hill 54 to BT 443168. The
second lift moved Company C and the Command Group from BT 385238 to Hill
54 and Company D from BT 383232 to.DT 436161.

. (2) Fixed Wing Support. Fixed wing aircraft were regquested and
provided for HLZ prep in the vicinity of BT 443168 and one air strike was
requested on Phu Ngoc (2) (BT 372262). Two A4 aircraft conducted the air-
strike under the control of a TAC(4L).

be Artillery Support. lst Battalion, 5th Marines was given direct
support by Battery D, 2/11. Artillery fire was not utilized.

c¢e Naval Gunfire Supports Naval Gunfire fired eight rounds into
Phu Ngoc (2) (BT 372262)

7. Intclligence

as Hstimate of VC strengt!', Location and Dispogition in the Objective
Area

(1) No intelligence information was supplied to this unit due to
short term planning for Operation CHIYTENND.

(2) The objective of the operation was to sweep from south to
north from grid line 17 to 24 on the sast side of the Truong Giang inland
waterway to destroy any VG units in the assigned area and to locate and
confiscate or destroy VC focd and arms caches, ,

be VC Strength and Situation Actually Found as Operation was
Conducted. With the exception of one VC suspect who was captured by Company
C, and turned over to Dai Uy accompanying Compeny C, no solid contact was
established with the enemy during this operation.

ce VC Units Identified

(1) The 6th ARVN Regiment, with supporting elements of Armored
Cavalry, one company of Popular Forces and one company of Regional Forces
operated jointly to the north of this Battalion's zone of operation and
made contact with elements of the 72d Main Farce unit in the viecinity of
BT 326285. The unit was positively identified through interrogation,
by Popular Forces, of wounded VC capturcd in the vicinity of BT 326285,

2 - i

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

.+ d, Sigmificant Intelligence Gained

o =

(1) Populace of all hamlets were excepticnally friéndly with no
apparent fear o Marine Units.

(2) Hamlets were not fortified with trenches, but did have individual
family shelters near houses. Villagers appeared to be cleaner and better
orgenized that those previously encountered by this unit. '

(3) Tunnels md Caves. Family shelters only.

(4) Demolitions Required. None.

es Terrain

(1) GCritical Terrasin Featurcs., The terrain throughout the area
of operation was a gently rolling typc with no critical terrain features.

(2) Observation and Ficlds of Fire. -Terrain was interrupted by
occassional hedge rows and offered excellent fields of fire for defender
and attacker. ' '

(3) Covor and Concealment. Doth cover and concealment were sparce
except for areas covered by hedge rowse ’ : 2

(4) Obstaclos. ~No major obstecles were encountered.

8. Mission. lst Battalion (-)(Rein), 5th Marines conducted scarch and

destroy operations in a northerly direction in the Ky Trung Village arca
between grid lines 17 and 24 in conjunction with ARVN operations moving

above grid linec 26. '

9. CLoncept of Opcrations. On ordar, Headquarters and Company C moved via
helicopter to LZ in vieinity of BT 443168, moved to viecinity of BT 430178.
Company D moved via IVTP=5's to vicinity of BT 421178. Made contact with
Company C and conducted scarch and destroy operations within ZOA.

10. GChronological Scgugnce of Fvents

ae D-Day - 24 May 19663 At approximately 0730, two platoons from
Company G, 2/5 ropleccd Company D in position. At 0630, Battery D arrived
et the Battalion CP (BT 397145) far a direct support role. &t 0726, the
first wave landed in the assipned LZ, at 0825, Company D was enroute to its
splash point, and at 0840, both compenics had visually linked up in the
vicinity of BT 427178 and BT 423178.

bs Both companies moved in o northerly dircction without contact to
the cast=west grid linc 24. During this drive, numerous personnel were
interrogated and releascd.

c. At 1630, helicopters began lifting units back to their respective

CP's, Battery D returned to its perent unit, and by 1730, all phases of
Operation Cheyenne were completed.
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11, Results v T

2. Enemy lossecs

%1) V¢ KBL - 16
2; Ve KBA (POSS) - 10
(3) vee -1

b. Fricndly Lesses

(1) None

12. Adminigtrative Matiers

a. Supply end Maintenance. o resupply missiong were called.
b. . Casualticse There was ne evacuation of USMD personnel.

c. Communicetions. Excellent throughout.

13. Speciagl Hguipment and Technigues. None,

14, Commander!s Analysis. The cxpiditious use of intelligence resulted in
surprising the cnemy. Although no contact was made in 1/5's 204, it was
clear that the Viet Cong had been scaled off from escaping south. They
were forced to stand and fight ageinst the ARVN units.

W i

He L. COFFMAN
DISTRIBUTION: Special
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HEADQUARTERS
1st Battalion, Sth Marines
. 1st Merine Division (-)(Rein), WP
PO, San Franciszeco, 96602

3 /AR fra
" 3480
-2 June 1966 _

‘From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, 1st Marino Divigion (= )(Re:m) I‘hF
YViat Conmand:.ng Officer, 1lst Marines

Subjs Combat Operatlons After Action Repart; Operation C]’:EY}LMIE II

Ref: (a) DivO 3400.1 '
(b) Mapse: AMS Series L'(Ol, Shect 6658 II (1 50 ooo) Thang Binh
1S Series L701, Sheet 6657 I (1:%0, ooo) Tan Ky
218 Series L701, Sheet 6757 IV (1,50 000) Phu Ham ...

fncl: (1) Operation Overlsy, -Da,y (31 May 1966)

1. Code Name gnd Type_of. pgg;' one Operat:\.on CHEYEZIE I (Search and
Destroy) . T :

2._ Date‘ of Opeﬂr‘atibn‘.'-', 31 I-’Ié.y “1966.‘I3? o

3. Location. T“‘m &y DlstrlCtv wang Ngei Province, RVN on map shcets in
reference (b)s =~ . e . e

4. Command Headguarters

60, 16t Bn, SthMar - 7 [ LtCol H. L. COFRAN

00y Co B _. ; . ., lstlt J. Pe To SULLIVAN
e, e T -IVI'.<BJ.M5),.ARL‘INLI}V

0, Co G . Capt J. L. GOGPER

8lmm Morter Plat. . . . .. lgtlt.C. E. NDSEMAN

5¢ Task Organization

" LtCol He L. COFFMAN

Det,BtryD,2d8n,11thiar

Det,ARVN Interpreter Tm

lstPla.t( ),ColylstEngrBn
- NGF ‘In and-~Spot Tm -

e

Irmicd 2 5
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. :
' . ‘ : 71&

~—

Co C (Rein) : © [ 1stLt M. B. DARLING
Co C .' ' s _
Det,H&SCo

" Det,MedPlat
Det CommPlat
3dF0’hn 8lumPlat
PACTm
FOTm,BtryD, 2dBn, 11thMar
Det, RVN Interyreter Tm.

GO“G T . T . i e - -
Det, HaSCo )
Det,MedPlat . , _ T ,
. Det, CommPlat R R PRRTT ; .

6. Supporting irms

a. Air Support L

(1) Helicopter Supparts - "Two troop lifts were accomplished during:
this operation, utilizing 20 MiG-36 aircraft for each lift. The first 1ift
moved Company B into 1Z Hawk, followed by Compeny C, 81's and Commend Group
into L2 Haglc. This move commenced at Hill 54y coordlnatos BT 397145« - The
second lift commenced MoV ing Company B from BT 342293 to Hill 54, followed
by the Command Group, 81's and Compary C from BT 348297 to Hill 54 Medical
ovacuations end prisoner cvacuztions were carried out without difficulty.

(2) Fixed Ving Suppart. The only fixed wing support required
during the operation was. the landing gzonc prep fires for Hawk end degle.
These were cexricd out by MAG-12 aircraft and resulted in threc VC XA,

bJ i "Lz:’ti'll 7 Support. Btry C, lst Bn, 1lth Mar, was given the nission .
of suppoerting lst Bn, Sth Mar. Outside of registration fires, their suppors
was not utilized. ' . .

7. Intelligence '™ -

(1) Forces Anticivated in the Immediate Objective Lrea.

CONFIRMED: None

 PROBABLE ) ) ,
UNIT  LOGATION STRENGTH - TACTICLL DISPOSITION
1 Co, 724 MF BT 378250 100 UK
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UHIT CI0G.ITON | SIRENGTH TLCTICAL DISPOSITION
1 Plat, 4 16th Local Forece BI 342263 40 _ ’ _ - UBK

V0 Training Camp _ _ BT 362270 400 . UK .

1 Co VC Local Force BT 348291 150 - UNK

Bst Plat VC Local Force BT 340268 UNK | UK

(2) Intelligence information was initially furnished to this unit
at a briefing hech at Tem Ky District Headquarters.

(3) The objective of the operation was to fix and destroy anj VC
units in the assigned arce and to destroy tunnel complexes and VC food and
arms caches,

b. VC Strongth and Situatio g
was Conducted, -4s a result of the operation, elements of 1/5 a_ccounh,d for
five VC KIL by body count, three VC WIL possible, 21 VCC, smd 437VCS, L1l
VCC and VOS were sent to the ITT for further intcrrogation. With the axcep-
tion of hostile sniper fire from several locations throughout the operation,
no solid contact was cstablished.

c. VC Units Identificd, V.UI‘Ione-.

d. Siegnificant Intelligence Gaincd

(1) 4 shortege of interjrcters, combined with speed of movement during
the conduct of the operation,  resulted in VCC and VCS not being intorrogated
at length. It is felt that thorough scrcening at ITT will uncover imvortant
intelligenceé concerning the arce of opcration. '

(2) ‘Hamlets and hédge rows in the arca werc laced wi»th:_ trench lines
and punji stakes positioned along each trench. Punji traps were found
throughout the arcea but were in no definite pattern.

(3) Tunncls end Caves. None .

(4) ' Demolitions Requircd. None.'

ee Terrain

(1) Critical Terrain Festurcs. Hill 26 BT 516338 and Hill 21

| BT 3223344

(2) Obgervation and Fields of Fire. The terrain is compsratively

 flat in the area of operation, but is interrupted by occassional hedge rows

and sand hills. Throughout, it o;f‘feréd excellent fields of firc for dcfenders
and attackers. ‘ .

(3) Cover end Concealment. Excellent cover was provmed by the
sand hills, hedgc rows and ironwood trees. Much of the normally flat, sn..ndy
stretches had good cover affarded by the many sand tombs. Vegetotion was

generally sparse except for areas covered by hedge rows and villages.

*
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(4) -Obstecles. Iio major obstacles.were encountered.

8, Missione. 1st Bn (=)(Rcin), 5th Mer conduct seerch and destroy operations

in s southeasterly dircction in the XKy Tung Village arcea between grid lines
36 and 26 in conjunction with JEVN oPcrhtlons mov1ng into blocking p051t10ns
to the west.

9. Concept of Operations. On arder, Company B moved via ‘helicopter into L2
Hawk in the vieinity of BT 285340 and Company C, 8l's and the Command Group
moved vie helicopter into LZ Eagle, coordinates BT 305353. Componices made
visual contact across the Truing Giang and commenced movement south. Company
‘¢, 2/5 was in rosorve. ' '

10. Lt O700H, thc Commendting Officer,
Company Gy 2/5 rrrived ot L1l 54 to receive initial dbriefing concerning

role as JDattalion rescerve. The hele 1ift of Compény 3 .comenccd ot 07300,
and by 0915H, Confeny C, 81l's -nd the Cormnnd Group completed the lift =nd
all unlts hﬂfnn moving ouu, The subsequent scquence of events was as follows.

a. Lt 3109504, Company B at coordinates BT 302333 Qpprchended cloht'VCS
and observed approximately 11 VC carrying weapons flceing in the vicinity
of BT 297336, Compeny B fired approximately 70 rounds of machine gunh fire ot
the flceing VO, Onc VO was observed knocked down by the fire, end the other
VC carried him off, Thc oight VCS warc screcncd and sent to XTT.

bs 4t 311000H, Company C at coordinates BT 314343 apprehendcd onc VGS.
The suspect had in his posscsslon, a note concernlng aVC mcet:.nb. - The VCS
was screcned and-sent to ITT. :

ce &t 3110304, Compeny B at coordinates BT 302333 epprchended 12 VCS who
werc identified as-being associated with the VO by v::.lla.ge guides oporc.t:m.g
with Company B, VCS were screened end sent to ITT.

d. 4t 311100H, Company C from coordinates BT 330320 to BT 338308 appre- .
- hended 15 VC vho werce identificd as being members of VG guerrillas by village
guides operating with Company C. 411 VOO were screened and screenced and sent
to ITT, : oL .

ee 4t 311245H, Company C 2t ccordinates BT 325332 received 15 rounds
smell arms fire from coordinates BT 326322. Company C returned five M79.
rounds, end approximately 100 rounds of small arms fire. 4 thorough seerch
of the area was madce Two. VCS were apprehended, screened and sent to ITT.

f« 4t 311255H Company C-at coordinates BT 326332 observed six VC
attempting to flee via a smell bogt. They were dirccted to stop vui contin-
ued to flee. Three rounds small arns fire was fired. One VC was wounded.

411 VCC werc apprehended and sent to ITT, except the wounded one vwho was
helo evecuated to D Med, Chu Lai.
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g« 4t 311315H, Company B coordinates BT 321302'fecéivedffiié rounds
sniper fire from coordinates BT 326302 from .two snipers. 30 rounds smell
arms fire was returncd. One sniper was conflrmod klllcd by boqy count.

Che Lt 311415H Compeny B at cooralnatcs BT 325507 rccelvxd ten rounds
sniper fire from coordinatos BT 322304, Company B returned 50 rounds machine

» gun fire, 20 round.s small arns firce and one M79 round.

i. 4t 3115120, Compeny C at coordlnatcs BT 322327 rocelved 40 rounds
small arms fire from coordinates BT 323%24. .Jpproximately 100 rounds of
machine gun firc and threc M79 rounds were fired at the VO, One VO was observed

_knocked dONn by flru, and was carried off by othcr Ve,

g Lt 311550H, Comoany C at coordlnates BT 336513 attempted to apprchend

‘one"VC, The VO failed to stop. Onc round was fired and tho VO was killed.

Comnany B 2t coordinates BT 341293 obscrved two VC running to a foxhole. Upon
epproaching the foxhole, the two VO jumped out and threw two hend grenedes,
Company B fired a@praxlnatcly 40 rounds small arms firc killing both VG.

There were three USHC Wlils. The threc USHC WIL's werc helicopter cvacuated
to D Mod, Chu Lai.

ke &t 311600H, Compeny C at coordinates BT 337310 apprchended nine VCS
vho were attempting to flee during a sweep of the area. &4l1 V(S were scrcencd
end sent to IiIT,

1. 4t 311650H, Company B at coordinates BT 341293 apprehendcd 11 VCS who
were attenpting to flec during a sweep of the area. £4L11 VCS were scrocencd
and sent to ITT.

me 4% 311725H, Company B at coordinates BT 341293 received 17T rounds
of sniper fire from coordinates BT 340292, Company B returned approximately
60 rounds small arms fire and four M79 rounds. One VC stood up to throw a

grenade and was killed. The grenade exploded and Company B sustaincd one
USHC Wi,

11, Results

a. Dnemy Losses

(i) VC KBL 3

gzi VG XLi 5 confirmed
3} VCC 21

(4) vos 43

(5) VC wWl4 3

be Friendly losscs

U& WIL 4
(2) Evacuatod
non-battle 2
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12, fdministrative Matters

&e Supply and Maintonanec. No rosupply missions were called.

b.' Casvalties, PBvacustion of USMC casualtics was conducted in the
prescribed manner wigh no problens.

¢ Communications. Genorally, communications were very good throughout,
and the valuc nf the PRC-25 was proven agein.

13+ Speedal fouipment and Techniques. None.

4. Commander's inalysis. The rapid movement via helicopter agein surprised
tl:xo encimy. Tae value of such movement could heve been enhanced by leaving at
first light. This would give units another hour to move in the relative cool

of the rarning., .

[ B

He L. COFFMLLN
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1st Battalion, 5th Marines
OPERATION CHEYENNE II

31 May 1966

Map Series L701,
Map Series L701
Map Series L701,

Sheet 6658 II (1:50,000) THANG B
eet 6657 I (1:50,000) TaM Ky
eet 6757 IV (1:50,000) PHU N
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the island of Hon Xuan in conjunction wiﬂlPsycholdgiéal Warefaro
Tean from Provinces

“

(2) Loud speakers ~nd foce to face communications were used to
explain why Morines are presont on the isloand, why the people should
support the govermment sgainst the VO and how the people should cooperate
with Marine effcris against the VC.

(3) Tho open ~rms policy was explained in an effort to convert
VC and VC sympathizers.

(4) Some 80,000 leaflets were dropped by air in conjunction
with the above efforts,

(5) In addition, rewards were offered for information leading
to the capture of VC or VC weapons.

Jjeo Problems Incountered

(1) The only problem encountered was in fire support coordination
here it tock long periods of timey 30 to 40 mimtes, to get artillery
support on targets. This problem has been discussed, both with Regiment
and the supporting lfrtillery Battalione Pire support should be greatly
improved in the future. ' :

ENCLOSURE (1)
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