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From l Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines 

Subj t Command Chronology 

Ref: 

Encl; 

MCO 5750.2 
DivO 5750j>2 

lst~attalionJ 5th Marines Command Chronolo~ for the 
period 1 ,P.ugust to 31 August 1966. 
Chronologidal Sequence of Events. 
After Action Report From Operation COLORADO. 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) through 
(3) are submitted herewith 

2. This chronology includes all pertinent and significnnt information 
as defined in references (a) and (b). 

!. / d /J .<r;.) . ~ 
{~r/0~---
. H. L. COFFMtUil' 
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a. • . . . ..iii, ~~ 
:t"!WiOlf, iT!! 1Wtrim.s_Oo.!:'i<f~NO:tmt ~ 

. 11J*A~lfifIf orga.nieational date; if:;.· .. ;) ... 

a. Des;lg.nator/Loco.tion. During the mcmth of August the Battalion , • 
oocupied a position on Rill 54 and continued to control it's assigned 'tL'fr~::~; .. :',;:; 
'.l!A.OR. The BattaJ.ion is composed of n Headquarters ¢<,rlpdny. and four 
rifle oompanies.. ':': .'. 

b. Period Covered. From 1 August 1966; to }1 August 1966. 

.... , .. 

~. Persosne1 AssigpmentLAttao~ents 

(1) Commanding Officjr 

(2) Executive Officer 

(; ) S-l 

(4) s-2 

(5) S-3 

(6) 8-4 

(7) CO, H&S Company 
, 

( 8) . CO, A Compo,n;y" 
p. 

(9). co, B Compo.ny 

(10) CO, C Company 

.(11) CO, D Compo.ny 

\ 
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Ltcol H. L. OOFFMAN 

Ma.j B. S. PICKETT 

we J. J. TOONY 

lstLt R. BENIGO 

Capt R. A. FREJ!lMAN 

Ca.pt G. U'. STREMLOW 

Capt F. M. KAUFFMAN 

Co.pt M. T. COOPER 

Capt J. P. T. SULLIVAN 

lstLt M. B. DARLING 

lstLt J. N. BRAY 
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~ 
E I. 

a.. P~l'sonnel 
. 1'.:' 

(1) Average mont1l.7 itre~thl 
, . 

. . (at) l13MC OnICER: ,1 
§LIS1'ED lO~' • 

(b) tTSN OJTIOJm . ~ 
ENLISm 49 

.(2) Present on bOD.rd strength. 

(0.) USMC OFFlemR ~ ~1 
ENLISTED ~1lO!9 

(b) ·USN OFFICER :,. 
ENLISTED ,0 

(;) Current oritioal. short['~es based on manning level are 
ns .t'ollibwa, 

.~ flJ. GRAJ?E NUMBER 

0302 0.., 2 
.0302 0-1/0-2 12 
8369 E-8 1 
.0369 E-7 5 
0239 E-7 1 
0848 E-7 1 
3349 &.7 1 
3516 F,..7 1 
0369 E-6 11 
0441 .Fr-6 1 
2539 E-6 " 1 
2861 E-6 1 . 

·3537 E-6 1 
0141 E-5 , 
5711 E-5 1 

b. Inte,lligence 

(1) During the period 1. .August, the 6-2 Section haa compiled and 
provided tho Battalion with a ourront order of battle within tho Batte~ion 
TAOR, and wi thin area.s outside the !Ci~OR for possible future opera.tions. 
The B-2 is eontillUing to provide the BattoJ.ion with 0. Blook Id.st of known 
VO in thO 'l'J.OR. 'l'l:iis list and close cooperq.tion with the Village Chiefs 
and With the DAI UY of 16" Tin District o.ssisted in· tho o.pprehonsion of 
one known va ond twenty-two ves wi thin the UOR. On one occo.sion, 0. 

co.ptured ves provided the names of four other va who operate within the 
T!On:~ond thGir wn.pons, none of which had been previously- roported. 

'n. . 
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. .... , ill. .~ ,n, ,/r .. 
• IIIftU-~Clllrn (2) tring tho m:nlih o~~,gu!it tl<rC~ .~~;~'~r! the . 

. C:HDW M PrOgTc.m. . 

. (3) l>9xi ng 'Operation. cQLOIbmo,: .the ~2 prQnd.ed time~ . 
intelligenoo to unH COI!lIllb.Ildors b:'.sCl(l 'on Ideal intorrogntion inconjunotion 
w:l.th informa.tion promu1gc..t~Clby higllor Holldq1k'"'.Xtors. 'l'hoS-2 n.1so processod 
elevon VOS ond captured' enom;y equipljlent tQinclude ten anomy weo.pons, 
cmmunition';~ and numoro'Usdocuments for ovo.cuLl,tion to higher Headquarters. 

(4) Therohns beon an inoident of a Vietnamese boy lending 
n liJ£..rinc patrol to tho locc'~tion of two pDoviously unreported co.ves. 

(5) Tho S-2 Scouts continuo to be emplqyed as soourit.Y 
elemonts for tho' Conmmnd Group. At-tho combat base, tho scouts aro 
utilized as security elements within tho defonse perimoter. 

o. lpgistios 

.(1) The camp improvement progro.m has eontinued to the point thtlt 
there ere now 74 gener~~ purposa tents with eight section decking in o.dditio~ 
to the 18 strong back tents. A cement d.eck "pot shaok" for the gc.l1ey is 
in it's oc.rly ste.gas of construction. Rond improvement MS continued slowly 
wi th one enginoer pIc. toon schedule d to come to Hill 54 on 5 Sept to eomploile 

road drainngo OJld gra.ding. The o!l8inoors nre. also scheduled to provide 
n drsinago system and fill in tho urce of the mess hall and to provido ~ 
dnainn.go system in the DJIlIllO bunker. l1CB4t is in tho process of drilling 
l\. woll; with t'. view towt:'.rd ost£'1blisning a water point within the Be-so 
Comp ArCc.. 

d.' Communication 

(1) !nterna.l B!l.ttnlion communiootions, . for oompruw sizod operntions 
we~o dependent on EF and FM ra.dio equipment. Voice ro.di~ nots were 
tcirminntod ~t Battnlio~ employing ,tho ANjRRC 25 and AN/PRe' 41. The 
resuil. ts . wore 9Xcellont to outst('.nding.· ' 

.(2) Intornnl B!l.ttnlion and Regimenta.l oommunicc.tions for tho 
pa.st Month ha~ been dependant on FM, HF, and SHF ra.dio equipmont. Voioo 
rr.dio nots hnvo boon termino.tod by tho AN/PRe 25, AN/PRO 4~. ,Teletype 
wo.s termina.ted by !NJTRe 21 a.nd la.nd lines.· Tho porfol'rJl.\ndo in this orec. 
a! col!lIllunico.tions was olso exoollont to outstr..nding. 

o. Air Support 

(l,) Ho1icoptor Support~ Six troop lilts wore ma.de during Oporc.tion 
COLORADO. Tho first was n compml,Y siso lift lin tho morning of D+1. The 
sedond W",D f'. comp£J.rJY sizo lift on the nftornoon of D+1 , followed by throe 
lUte on the afternoon of' D+1 t 'of one oompany nnd CODI!lood group; one conp~ 
thc.t wo.o previously helo.lifted on tho Dorning of D+1~ and ending with one 
4.2 Inortr'.r b::tttcI'jl" lift in tho late n.ftcrnoon of D"'l. .11.11 lifts woro 
IJP.dc with HAG 16 nnd M..'.B36 c.ircrnft. MAG;6 helicopters provided SGourity 
on D+2, D:t3, D+4. D+5. All·' troop lifts were (1.ccom>anied by Armed trg..lE 
Aircrci't.' ~ ndaition to OperntionCOWRADO,Mll.G ;6 Aircrn.:ft performed 14 
Mod cvnCs nnd 12 H 34 o.ircro.ft.wore used.' for troop or supply lifts. 

"' n 
UN~SSfJm' 

&22&2 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

(2) Fixad Wing Aircrnft ¥cro,I'Jd.ui,std and provided HLZ preps 
on D+l in tho vicinity of P3821." 068242, ond 075207-. On D+2 a fhod 

:,'wing strike WM requested inth0 vicinity of 115225ngainst troops dug. ' 
in. Tho strike wa.s carried o\ltwi th two NAG 12 'A4E Aircrnft ond controlled 
by Cottage 14 Bravo. On D+4, nt 1510 when the Battalion encounterod 
heavy enemy contnct, air support wac roquestod. Two armed HUIE'a 
reported on station nndwere almost immediately hampered in their 
operntions due to a 'hoovy rain storm thlJ.t movod through the area. 
Numerous fixoct wing airorn£t from. bothMli.G 11 nnd Mh.G 12 reported on' 
sto~ion and commenced strikes at approximately 1730 when the rain atorm 
ooc.sed. All strikes were controlled by HUIE Aircraft. The airstrikOB 
continuod until o.pproximo.toly 2045.. 1l. ,flore ship report4,d on atc..tion 
just prior to sunset ond provided continious illUl!l.~'1.tion through out: 
the night. On the night of lP5 illuminlltion wns provided nt 10 minuto ' 
intorvnlsby t'. flnre ship until 0430 on tho noming of n.6. ' Ccnt:i,nious 
illumina.tion wns :requested at this tine beCOllse of a mortc.r attook' on 
tho Bnttc.lion posi tion~ il.rmod HUIE o.iroraft, woro requested o.nd oonduotod 
on c.ir strike on retreating Viet Cong. l~ed IDlE's provided nirccvcr 
for tho Jo.ttnlic·n for it 1 S movoment bn.ok to Tp1 KY on :0+6. 

" ,... . t:t-- ~ J#i.Ian: Support 

(1) The month'of August 1966 helldlined)by Op~ration,COLORADO. 
During Operation COLOR/iDO diroct o.rtH,lary support for 1st Bn, 5th' M:1rines 
wns provided with l05Howi tzars and 4.2 I!10rta.rs from 2nd :an, 11th M:u-inea. 
Genor~ support was provided with 155 howitzers end l55 guns from Ith Bn 
11th Marino s. ' 

Throughout tho operntion nrtillery providod prepatar,y fires, 
harro.ssing 2nd interdicting fires, blockin8 fires, will' ncljust miasicns, 
and illuoinntion. 

4.2 mprtars. were sucessfully airlifted in nro~s'out of range 
of o.l.l other artillory. From those IJXcas they provided ill.umination 
nnd prop'. fires for advancing infantry umits. . 

Especially effective during the operation woro tho B&I nnd 
blockin8 firo,s on tho night of D+4, firod at with~wipg lriot Cong. 

(2) Other n.otions truit took plMe during tho Donth wero' 
, ' 

(0.) Nightly firing of o.jrproximo.toly 150 rounds of ,ho.:r..rcssing 
and intordiotion firos, which deniod tho Viet Cong uso of tao.ils, crossings 
c.nd ElX'OCS in 1st ]In., 5th K.1.Z"inos !MOR. 

(b) .Will Ildj:ust missioI?B on Viot Cong and posf/iblo lri~t Cong 
bn.so crops. 

g.' Civil:..Affr>..irs 

(1) During the month of August, the oophn.sia of tho~ooific('.tion 
'program continued to be plllcod on the medicnl civ;c aotion program. Medical 
porsonnel assigned to this B[~ttcliob treatod 3,92.0civilio.n Pationts and 
distributed over 4,000 bars. of soap. Fifteen of thoso pc..tionts w~ro serious 
enough to roquire helioopter medico.l ovncuationto tho. civilianhosp~tnl 
in Q.\l.t.-mg Ngai 

,. \. J.,-

' .. ' 
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," . ,..'; 
• as '·'~n~:·!~"" ~'~MlijIlJ. 

~~~ { .. ~!~ ~r"i!;.~~fl1t! ; 
UNCLASSlFlm (2) OVer 500lbs of. 1.'100 we!'e .q:,is.tributed to aiitv:Uians 

who relocated their. families :frotn'v'C; .oolitested' aroo-s' 'to ·'mp:i:'e·seoure areEl.S 
along route~ne. ,Add~t,:i:Ohai1y:, i4iQO 11>'8 of'b,p:ture~rica was tlut),eEl over 

,"!;p tho distric.t cm:ef at :ru ,tin for. <listribut:tpn. , " 

(}) English 61£tSs8s continued 1;0 be held for Viebmese 
students during the first part of the month. 131 student hours ware ' 
com:plotod. 

(4) The shower 'Iini t in tho oi vilian aid 'station bas 
been oompleted and is used in oonjunction with medical ;treat:@ent to stres~ 
~o importance of sanitation and hygiene. ' 

h. Medical 

(1) Personn.el - The BAS partioiIR ted in Operation COWRADO 
during August, losi:rus three men killed in a.ction and five men wounded in.".: ' _ 
aotion. 1.waJ;'d& ourr~ntly pending for this aotion azte" , . ' 

"'" One Vje tnamese Cross of Gallantry 
One Silver Star 
Three 'Bronze Stars 
One Navy Commendation 
Ten Purplo Hearts 

_ (2) Health and Sanitation - Early in tl),o month, a. new, 
outbrMlk or Malaria was noted and representatives from PMU oame to the 
hill for mosquito oheok,using the bite oount method. They again failed 
to find asignifiaant number of anopholes mosquitoes. A pOrte.blo foggin# 
nnchino was o.cquired from mtJand has been used. nightly 'dur~ the po,at 
week with an apparent roduction in numbers of mosquitoes. Weekly sa.n1tltt1on 
inspeotions have shown steady improyement in thegenerp~ lovel of sanitation; 
thoughthero rernru.n a. few areas that require inOro work, ' '. - -

(:~) Civio Aotion - This progremhasstendilymoved forward. 
I:.. ahower was instiUled behind the oi vilian sick call Brct; and instructions 
o.re given tlb the children daily on the :iIllportanoc of cleanliness. During 
the first County Fair, thoMED6AP team treated 350 pationts. Tbtal 
numbor of patients aeon this montp- was slightly more than 3toO. 

, , 

,4-. Psychologioe.1 Warfare. 
',";:' . 

i1: 

(1) Leaflet drops and loudspeaker broadcasts emphasizing th~ 
CHIEU HOI programeontinued ovor tho Ba.ttalion TAOR. ' 40,000 leaflets 
were dropped and two schedua.led airborne, loud speaker-broadcastswero 
made. ' , 

(2) A "County Fa!rir operation was. oonducted at Ph3t Vinh 
hamlet (BT 435149) on 14 AUgust 1966. The Bn. provided a defensive 
poriocter around the hamlet while GVN farcos searched the aroa and 
gathered its inhabitants into a oentral'looation. Onoe this was acoomplished 
a GVN eiviljan pay war taaJn and the distriot chiof gave a series of speeches 
for'suPPO!l1t of the local.:governmentago.inst th~ VC. US Ma.t'inos and Navy 
personnel held MEDCl~S and distributed 500 maguzines dealing with agrioulture 
and gUeli)l programs betw.en tho ROp1lblie of Viot' Nam o.nd. its allies. 

·GNCUSSRo 
( 
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(,) A second IICounty Fto:.l'r il ~ns cc>ndubtod at Bich Ngo' b..'Ullle-t 
(BT 342173) 011 :30 '1I.Ugilst 1966. i.go.in" the, B:p. .. so<;urccl 0. defensive perimoter 

'while GVN forces searched the hnnlot and g~thercd its ingabitD~ts in n 
oentrcJ. loo~tion. Onoo 'tliis was e..ccomplishcd,' GVN offioll1* gc.vo a. scrid s 
of spceohos appoaling to the peoplo for support of the logal governmont 
against tho ve. Additionaily they woro encoUraged to raject VC demands tor 
rioe during tho coming harvest. En. medioal personnal held MEDCJ..PS and 
treatoo_ 364 oivilians and distributed 480 bers of soap. The dist:t'iot 

, chief distributed 1400 lbs or wheat and. corn to needy familias. 

'\ . '-411 Jt '. ~,). 
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'" ,~~H~f:,.'. ~>: 

1. 011600',' OF Oenterville ,cx~ractO'd ~ftor, 96 h~ ~:~1 "<:l0ntinuous surveillanoe 
in the nOAR. NogatiY9 SightiU#a_ . . 

2~f Ot2045H, . pit. DEF A-1~5 (BT38019) received ono irag grenade from 
SW of perimoter positiol'l" same vioinity. Returned ten rds .. sl A firo, 
soa.rchod e..roa:;nothing fpund •.. 

3. 031030H;' FT, S!tC PtlC-1-5pa8si~ throug:t village (BT414163) obsorved 
one person running in oppoai to direotion from ptl. Ftl pursucia.n..:. . 
approhended ves. ves identified by interproter through interrogation 
('1..8 boing VO OOrpsmanp VCC hold at D-1-5 <lP. Will bo brought to 1-5 
CP 940930R~ 

4. O;1600H, 13-1-5 returnod to 1-5 CP from Chu lei dofenao perimotor. 

5. 041220H, FT 80c Ptl D-1-5 located caVosat coordinc.tea (.B~~14163) 
six feot by six foct by four foot, (BT418465) four foot by six feot qy 

. four feot (BT4,20t66) two foot by four feot by three foot, (BT423167), 
throe foot by 12 foot by four f00t. Checked caves, nothing found. 
Cavos dostroyod by demolitions. 

6. 041530H, Third platoon Company a relieved of OP o.f'tor 146 hours. 
of· surviellenoo. Negative sightings. 

7. 041100Hi EF's operating with D-1-5 apprehended on vas female 
(BT421158). Interrogation revoa.led ·that hor husba.nd and son are VC. 
Also apprehended 2VCS females (BT432161). Interrogation revoaled 
that 1st vcs ha.s beon llc'1.rboring va and digging tunnels. The 2nd VCS t's 
husband iaXO of 93rd VC Regtt located in Quang Ngai Province •. Throe 
screened end s6nt to ITT. 

8., I.D"'l)rs(6· ~ust 1966)"t Ocmnand Group, Companios A, :s~ and C 
commencod movement via. motor oonvoy to Tam' ~, all olemon tsarri ved,. 
Tam "K;y by 061000alid established defensivo posi tiona. l~t 061045 

·Company 1.. .movod from TE'Jll Xy to Hill 29 vio 228,20 to provido security 
for 2nd Bn·.,. 11th Marinos. 

9. D+ 1 (7 ~'..uguBt 1966) I .t. t 0800 2nd pIt Company C. clj.sp!le.ocd to coOrd 
009217 from TE'Jll K;y to provide seourity for. downed Halo. i~t 0915 Company 
B oommencod Holo lift to assignod LZ vic 038211 and conducted search 

and dos'lirQYc mIssion to vic 075208 •. 1' .. t 0930 Company Aat Hill 29 vio 
228320 was rolio'vodby K Company ,/5 and disple.oo to Tam R;y. 2nd pIt 
Company A relieved 2nd plt Company a at downodHolo vio 009217 and 
seourod a.t lO~5 aftor Halo'was ro!'airod •. At llOOCom.pan;y :a coord 
04121 5 approhendod on VCS who WE-.S· screened· and sent to 5th.Ma.r Reg' t 
6-2. 1..t 1145 Qompar;t C' Helo'liftod to assigned LZ vio 064242. and commencod 
swoep of ~~ea. At 1215 COmpany Bvic 053208 received approximately 
40 roUl).ds small arms firo from .,e;12.proximatoly seven VO in ;ho BrunO vio. 
Company B retUrned approximate~~5~~ounds small arms fire. VO broko 
cbntactwithnog rosults. At 14'15..-(jompan;r 1. Ho10 lifted to LZ vic' 
075208 and secured LZ for Command Groupe 1~~ 1545 Company C, vic 
097233 was Rolo lifted to vic 064242 after completing swoop of area. 
At 1615 Comp~.~ qQord 058208 roooivod approximatoly soven rounds small 

, (t <l ': • ': ,,:, .' c.;, . . 
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-; i~ arms !:bm trOll! ~ snipers in t~~B""'~ vi.. com' D :re_ appr"", 
40 ronnds automatio ancl30 roundssoni C',11,j;C)):''',tic wer,pons rire. VC"brolo 
. contact. Checkod· axon with neg reflul tc ,; '- '& -~ 629 Comp~ 0, oo;i~ 075206-; ~ 
ee_pturcd eight 'boxes of VC mediae.l oqUiPW'::lt C llsiating of surgical tools,' 
band..".gGs and nc',.rcotics. .All were forwarded to 5th ).1ar Reg1t. 8-2..L.t -
1630, 1st 13n, 5th Mar eommancl Group helo lift to LZ vic 0752ea and;· 
eatE',blished night def'orudvo withCompanios Af B, and .0·, rarer to enclosure 
1. At l8}0, 4.2 inch Morhr Battery was hololiftod to LZ 075208 :i4J,-' 
general Suppo2t, and holo lifted back to.Tam X¥ ~t first light on D+2. 
At 1700 Com~ A, coord 175206, apprehended ono ves who was screoned 
ru:d sent to 5th Mar Regft, 5-2. l~t lOto Company l3, coord (}T5206, 
apr;rehonded two ves screened and relc[tsjd ono and sent one to 5th Mar Reg' t 
s...2. 

lee D+2 (a L.ugust 1966) 1- At e730 all Coma;panies ~~, B, and a and OOJllLiand. 
Group cemrJenced movement tvward assigned objeotives, sec onclosure 2. 
At 0930 Company B. coord 075213, observed two snipers, one at ~oord _ 
011214 and one at 079215, ftrG"approximately ftre rounds ~all arms 
f:1%('. c.t helots. Oompattr l3 fire(f a.pprox ,. rounds small arms fire at 
va Bnd.observed one kncokod down by fir6., Checked area and found nQtPing. 
IDstiElato one VC W1A probable. At 1300 Com~ny 0, coord ea9208, captUred 
one 'French made ';0 cal bolt action rifle, with four ,38 cal rounds,. ana 
VO b1r,ok uniform, two 50 cal machine gun repair kits and :two bool);y 
tX[',l!l1oQ. 2CWn rounds. The two booby t;~aps worQ estro),ed in place and 
all 'other oquipment was forwarded to 5th Mar Rogi t ~2. At 1440 
Oomp~~~t coord 106214, received, approximatoly ten rounds sniper·' 
firo from two snipers in the sm'le virinity. Comp~ B returned a.pprox:l.mate~ 
30 rouncls small arms firc and two L:~wts. va broke contact. ·1U:ea 
W1?:.S ohocked with negative rosults. At 1545, Company B, ooord 109218, 
reoeived appr·,ximatcly 12 rounds· sme.ll arms fire from es~imated six 

"snipers. CompCll.l;Y' B· returned approximately 20 rounds automatic ,and 15 
rounds semi aUtomatic woe.pons fire. Aleo six 6Q:cm mortars which -were 
obsorved on target. Estimate two VC KIA probable. ht 1610 all units 
ost~blished night defensive positions. See onolosuro 2. 

11. D+3 (9 i.ugust 1966): .At Urea all companio~ and comruand group, 
cOl!lElonced swoep . tward assigned obj, refer to enclosure _ 3. ilt0905 

, Company e, coord 13022.1, received five rounds sniper firofrom one sniper 
coorel 13622.. Comp(my C· returned ap;)roximately thirty-five rouncls small 
e.I'mS fira. VO broko contact. Ju-ea was searchod and found one Mt.S 36 
subnnchino gun with one Uk~gaz1ne containing twent,y rounds. 9mm ammo, 
wM.pon and D8€e..zina'wero. forwarded to 5th Mar Reg't, 5-2. At 0945 'Company 
0i coord 130221, receivod aix rounds sniper fire from one sniper.in same 
vicinHy. Company. C returned twenty rounds . small irma fire, throe M-79 
,rounds and one L.i:..W. VC, broke contact with nog results. At ],038, Ooope.DY 
H&Si coord 127216,. received, seven rounds snipor fire from one sniper 
coord 1272170 Comp8l\Y H&S sustainod one USlIIC Wu\' and returned approxima.toly 
~nty-fivQ rounds small ~s fire. Snipor broke contact and USMC WI! 
W['.S emergency helo: evacuated to D Med •. At l3~OCompany 0, coord n4225, 
reoeived approximately eight rounds amall arms fire from two VC coord 
'134227. . Cmnpany C returned ap;:'rox 60 rounds automatic' weapons. fire and 
three ~79 rounds, observed one va knookeddown by fire.. Searched are~ 
but W[I,S u.neb1e to. locate VCbo~. EstiLE. to ,one VC KIA, probable. la.t 1510 
Company A, ooord 153219, ·receive& approx 20·rounds small erDa fire from 
six VC .oord 155213. Comp~ 1. r9turned seventy rounds sma.1J. arms firo, 

.. -eight M-79 rounds. and six 6eJmm mo:rtars.Est1mato 
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•• ' g "C'. ~;:':Li:f.!'?" r%,rr •. 
~CDn (2) fling tho mont!> O~A\l@i"t ~hrc.~.:::'~ ~~( the 
. cii:iii M Prog:rcm. ' 

, <:~) Duxingbporat~on, CQLOft:'J)O, th9 p .... Z provided timely , 
intelligenco to unit CODlIDnn.dors bo..sed 'on -local intorrogv.tion in conjunction 
with informa.tion promulgc.tod by higpor Ho~dqur'.rtors. The 6-2 o.lso processod 
eloven VCS a.nd captured enemy equipljlent tQihclude ten onomyweo.pons,· 
cmmunition.,- and numorollsdOcuments for ovo.cuntion to higher Heod.quorters~ 

(4) Therehns boon an inoidont of a. Viotnameso boy lending 
D; i-t-:;rino patrol to tho loco..tion of two ~oviously unreported co.ves. 

(5) Tho 5-2 Scouts continue to be empla,yed 08 seourity 
elements for tho' Command Group. Lt· tho oombat ba.so, the Bcouts aro 
utilizodns security elemonts within tho dofonse perimotor. 

o. Legis tios 

. '(1) The cnmp improvement progrDJ1l ho.s continued to the point thQ.t 
there nre now 74 generD~ purpoao tents with eight section decking in addition 
to the 18 strong bnok tents. A oement deck "pot ahack" for the gr.lley is 
in it's Ol.'.rly stc.gesof construction. Road improvement has continued slowly 
wi th one ongineer plo.toon sohedule d to come to Hill 54 on 5 Sept to complote 

rOM drainngo ond grading. Tho onginoors are i1.1so scheduled to provide 
n drainage system D~d fill in tho nrQ~ of tho mess hall and to provido ~ 
drJainr1go systom in the o.mmo bunker. l'1CB48 is in tho procoss of drilling 
0. well; with a view towc.rd establishing 0. wr"tor point within tho BcsQ 
Oomp Area. 

d.' Communioation 

(1) Internal Bnttnlien oommunioations. 'for oompClV sizod operntions 
we~o dependent on EF and F.M radio equipmont. Voice radi~ nets wore 
t6xminnted nt Battnli~ employing tho ANJRRC 25nnd AN/PRO· 47. The 
rosuitsworc axcellont to outstv~ding~' , 

(2) Internal Battalion and Regimontal oommun1o~tions for tho 
~st nonth ha~ boon dopendent on FM, EF, and SHF ,radio equipment. Voioa 
rndio nots, hnvc been termi.n£1.tod by tho AN/PRe 25, AN/PRO 4~. ,Teletype 
WM tcrmino.ted by ANJTRC 27 Olld lond lines.' The porfol'mtUlCio in this oref'. 
of communications was also exoollent to outstnnding. 

c. Air Support 

, t:t) HOlicopter Support'~ Six troop lilts were made during Oporo.tion 
COLORAIlO. Tho first wns n company siso lift lin tho morning of D+I. The 
sedond WQD e compnny sisa lift on tho ~£tornoon of ]+1 , followed by three 
lifto on tho o.fternoon o£<D+1, '0£ one company l'.nd cOIJI!land group; one comp<my 
thr.t wno pr~viously helo,lifted on tho oorning of D+l, and ending with one 
4.2 mortl'X b~ttery' lift in tho late afternoon of D.l. All lifts woro 
Ik'\do With BAG 16 find MAll 36 c.irorn.ft. MAG 36 helicopters providDd seourity 
on D+2, D.t3,D+4, D+S. Allctroop lifts wore o.cco~anied by Ju:omod lIB-IE 
Aircrv.f't.' !n ndaition to Operntion COUXRADO,MA.G 36 A:ircrnft performed 14 
Mocl ov('.cs and 12 H 34 o.1rcro.£t .were useel' for troop or supply lifts. 

U~SSfJm' 
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(2) Fixed Wing Airot't\ft ~er6, .!',.qu',stcd lind provided HLZ preps 
on D+l in the vicinity of P3821l, 065242, ::md 075207-- On D+2 a fixed 

,.'wing at10ike wn.o requostod in the vicinity of 115225 ·against troops dug, 
irl. Tho strike was cQrrieCi. out With two MAG 12 'A4E Aircrn£t and controlled 
by Cottage 14 Brn.vo. On D+4, at 1510 when the Battalion encounterod 
henvy one~ cont,~t, nir support was requestod. Two armed HDIEla 
reported on station and wore almost immediato~ hampered in their 
operntions due to a 'heavy rain storm th..3.t moved through tho nroa;. 
Numarous fixec'1. wing airoraft from bothMli.G 11 ruld Mil.G 12 reportod on' 
smtion and coomenced strikes atapproximntely 1730 when the ro.in storm 
cec~Gd. All strikes were controlled by HUIE Airoraft. Tho oiratrikos 
continuod until o.pprox1mn.tely 2045,. A ,flore ship report4,d on station 
just prior to sunset and provided oontinious illumination through out : 
tho night. On tho night of Dos5 illumino.tion wns providod o.t 10 minuto' 
intervals by (\. fln:ro ship until 0430 on tho morning of Dot6. ' ,Ccnt::S:n1oua 
illumino.tion wns requested nt this time beco,use of n mortt'..r nttnok' on 
tho Battalion position • .J~ed HDIE niror~£t· were requested and oonduotod 
(Ill o.ir strike on retreo.ting Viet Cong. .l~od milE's provided nircovor '.' 
for the JtLttalic-n for it I S movement bc.ok to TAM KY on D+6. 

I . 

'': 

... i::t" ~ 4:;tiI¥£r iupport 

(1) The month' of August 1966 headlined 'l'by Op~ro.tion CO·LORADO. 
During Operation COU>R1U)O direct a.rtil,lary support for 1st Bn, 5th· Mn.r~es 
was provided with 105Howi tzcrs and 4.2 mortars from 2nd Bn, 11 thM::J.rines. 
Genorcl support ~.s provided with 155 howitzGrs and 155 guns from Ith Bn 
11th ~inos. 

Throughout tho operation artillery providod prepnter,y £iros, 
ho.rrnssing end intordieting fires, blooking fires, will' ;'..djust missions, 
and illuninntion. 

4.2 mprtars wore sucossfully o.irliftodin nrens'out of range 
of nll other artillery. From those areas they provided illumination 
£l.lld prOJ.). fires for ndvnnoing infnntry umits.· . 

Espooially effectivo during the oporntion woro tho B&I nnd 
blooking firo.s on tho night of D+4, firod at withdra.lIing :Siot Cong. 

(2) Other nctions thut took pIneo during tho month woro' 

(0;) Nightly firing of o;pproxioo.toly 150 rounds of ,h..1.l:TD.Ssing 
and interdiotion firos, whioh deniod tho Viet Cong usc ot t~o11s, crossings 
and aroc.s in 1st :an., 5th M..1.Z'inos ~OR. 

(b) . Will adj~st rnissio:r,w on Viet Cong and pos$iblo lri(lt Cong 
bnso C[lllpS. 

g., Civi1:..Affdrs 

(1) During the month of August, the emphasis of tho~o.cifio('.tion 
program continued to ,be plo.ced on tho meclicnl civ;c o.otion progrom. Modicc.l 
personnel a.ssignod to this Bnttcliob tree-ted 3,92.0 civilian Patients o.nd 
distributed over 4,000 bnrs, cfsoo.p. Fifteon of theso pntionts w~ro sorious 
enough to requir~ helioopter medicn! Ov~cuo.tion to tho civilianhosp~tnl 

. in Q.u.nng Ngoi 
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(2 JOvei' 5001bS of. 1'1crJ were, ,q;~str:i.buted to paavilians 
who relooated their, .famil:i;es :fr6in Vet' cOlYi:;estE)d aroas' to "moraseoura arena 
along route one.' . Addi,tiona1ly:, la-oonli ofb'p~ured rice w~ ~ed over 

.1;p tho distric.t ct:t;iefat :tu- ,tin for distrj,butfon. . 

(3) English cla..ases continued to be held for Viebmeso 
students during the first part of the month. 138 student hours~ wre ' 
completod. 

(4) The shower Unit in tho civilian aid 'station bas 
been completed and is used in conjunction with medical :,i:reatW;ent to stres!3 
~o importnnce of sanHation and hygiene. 

h. Medica]. 

(1) Personnel - The BAS particip1 ted in Operation COUlRA.DO 
during J~'\lgU.st, losin.cs three men killed in action and fivQ men wounded in •. .".,. _ 
aotion. .Awards; ourrently pending for this action a:s.e I .. , . 

.c' One Vic tnamese Cross of Gallantry 
One Silver Star 
Three Bronze Stars 
One Navy Commendation 
Ten Purplo Hearts 

_ (2) Health and Sanitation - Early in til-a month, a. new\ 
.outbro<1Jk or MeJ.aria was noted and reprGsEmtatives from PMU oame to tho 
hill for mosquito oheck,using the bite count method. Thoy again failed 
to find a Significant number of anopholesmosquitoes. A portablo fogg~ 
nnchine was o.cquired from PJ.IiIUand has boen used, nightly 'durum the po.st 
waek with an appa.rm.t reduction in numberso! mosquitoes. Weekly sanitWon 
inspections have shown steady impro'iement in the' g'enerf'J. lovel of sa.n::Ltationi 
though ,thero remairi a few areas that requiremoro work, 

(:~) Civio Action - This programha.s~tertdil.ymoved forward. 
J.. Shower wa.s installed' behind the oi vilian sick oall arc£'; and instruotions 
lire given tlb the ohildren d,dly on the importance of cleanliness. During 
the first County Fair, thoMEOOAP team trea.ted 350 pa.tionts. Total 
llUlllbor of patients seon this montit was slightly more than 3800. 

,i •. l?sycho1ogioal Warfare. 
":: . .:: .. 

'e. 

(1) leaflet drops and 10udsp~akGr broadoasts emphasizing the 
CHImJ HOI program continued ovar tho Ba.ttalion TAQR. '.40,000 leaflets 
woro dropped and two schedua.lod airborne, loud speaker'broadcastsworo 
made. . . , 

(2) A "County Fairir opere.tion waft. conducted at Ph.1t Vinh 
hamlot (BT 435149) on i4 il.ugust 1966. The Bn. provided a defensive 
perincter around the hamlet while GVN forces searched tho area and 
gathored ita inhabitants into a oentral'looation. Onoe this was acoomplished 
a GVN civil~an Ps.1 war team and the distriot chiof gave a series of speeohes 
for BUppo~t of thelooo.l:govcrnment 'against tho VC. US Marines and Navy 
persoIU101 held MEDCAPS and dis~ributed 500 magazinos dealing with agrioulturo 
end @.£ Ii'l programs betw.en tho ROpUb1ic of Viet'Nam and its allies. 

, Q~ 
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, (3) 1.. second tlCounty Fdr" was c·:mdubtcd o.t 13ich Ngo' h.1.Il1l.o.( 

(BT 342173) on 30 l1tigUst 1966. i.gnin, the, Bll ... ~o.c;mrcc1 n do.fensivo perimoter 
'while GVN forcos seArohed the hnnlct and gathered its ingabitD~t6 in a 
oontraJ. loo~tion. Onoe'tliis was aocomplishod,' GVN offical. gc.vo a. sorios 
of spooohos appoaling to the poople for support of tho logel government 
~ainst the ve. Additionail¥ they wore encoUraged to rsject VC demands tor 
rice during the coming harvest~· Bn. medioal personnel held MEDC:APS and 
trea.tecl 364 civilians end distributed 410 bars of soap. The distriot 
chief distributed l4tO lbs or wheat and corn to neody families • 

.... 1. 
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1. 011600';" OP Contorvilloextract9Cl ~ftor, 96 h'-'xr!L.continuo~ surveillanoo 
in the no.il.B.. Nogati:ve Sighti~.·· . . 

2,,- 012045H, ·Plt. DEF A-1~5 (BT38019) received one frag gt~nade from 
SWof perimeter position, same vioinity. Returned ten.rds. S/A fire, 
soarched area, nothing f~und. . 

3. 031030H, FT, SillC Ptl C-1-5passing througt village (J3T414163) observed 
one person running in opposite directiori from ptl. Ftl pursuejan.: . 
apprehended VeSt ves identified by intorprotor through intorrogation 
E'.B being VO oorpsman,. voa hold at D-1-5 -CPt Will bo brought to 1-5 
ep fJ40930H~ 

4. O;1600H, 13-1-5 returned to 1-5 CPfrom Ohu Ia1 dofonao perimetor. 

5. 04l220H; FT 80c Ptl D-1-5 located caves at coordindcs (.Bf414163) 
six feet by six foot by four feot, (BT418465) four foet by six feot by 
four foot (BT4,20166) two foot by four feot by throe feot, (BT423167), 
throe foot by 12 foot by four fout. Chocked cavca, nothing found. 
Cavos destroycd by demolitions. 

6. 041530H, Third platoon Oompany c· reliovod of OF after 146 hours. 
of, surviollcncc. Negative sightings~ 

7. 041100Hi PF's operating with D-1-5 apprehended on ves fcma.1e 
(ET42115S). Interrogation revoaled.that hor husband and son are VC. 
Also approhondod 2·VCS fomales (BT432161). Intorrogation rovoalod 
that 1st VCS has boon 2lB.rboring VO and digging tunnols. Tho 2nd ves"s 
husband is XO of 93rd va Reg 1t.loc1i.tod in Quang Ngai Provincc. Throe 
screoned end sont to ITT. 

. . 

8. I.D .. vri (6' .t.Ugust 1966)"1 OQtnDand Group, Companies A, B, and C· 
commenood movement via motor convoy to Tam~, allolcmontsarrivo4· 
Tam'K;r by 061000 and established dofonsivo positions. At 061045 
Compa.n;y A.moved from TeJil IW to Hi1l 29 vic 228320 to provido seouri ty 
for 2nd En. i 11th Marinos. 

9. D+l (7 l .. ugust 1966). At 0800 2nd plt Oompa.n;y C.~sp!ltl.cad to coQrd 
009217 from Tc:Jll. ~ to provide socurity for downed Helo. J.~t 0915 Compe.:n;v 
B commencod Helo' lift to assignod LZ vic 0;821.1 and oonduoted searoh 

and dos"(;J:'O)'! mission to vic 075208 •. At 0930 Compa.n;y A at Bill 29 vio 
228320 W8S roliovod by K Company ;/5 and displacc to Tam!W. 2nd pIt 
Comp~ A relieved 2nd plt Company e at downodHelo vic 009217 and 
securod a.t 10P5 after Helo was ro~aired.. il:1; .1100CompalW :s coord 
04121 5 apllrehendod on VOS who we.s· scrooned and sent to 5th. Mar Reg t t 
S-2~ Lt 1145 eomp~C Helo"liftcdto assigned LZ vic 06424~ and commenced 
swoop of axon. At 1215 Oompo,n;y Bvie 053208 received apJ?roxima.tely 
40 ro~ds small arms fire from .e;uproximately seven VO in ~he same vio. 
Company B,rctbrned approxllw~teiY-}~rounds small ~sfire. VC b:oko 
cbntactWl.thnag rosults. il.t 14)'5~ompa.ny 1~ Ho10 lifted to LZ no 
075208 and secured LZ for Command Group. l.(l;j 1545 Company 0, vic 
097233 was Holo lifted to v10064242 after oomploting swoop of area. 
At 1615 CompOl\Y.~ qQord 058208 recoivod approxink1.toly seven rounds snail 

. ;hl ~,' " '; /";'. . . 
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--;at$IID arms fim i'rom t. snipers in t~e sruno vic •. Com" D re_e.pproJfZ' 

--/ 

40 ronnds a.utomatio and JO roundsscni e.ut6r,'i"'.tio 'W"onpons fire. VC-bro~ 
'contact. Ohedkod aroa with neg renultt; ,;' 'G' ~ 629 Compal\Y' C, ooo'i<f 075206, i 
o(',ptured eight 'boxes of VC modice.1 equi:pnc;~l~ C l1sisting of surgical toola,­
bandc.'"\.gGs and narcotics. .All were forwa,rded to 5th .J.llar Rag't. S-2. At 
16;0;- 1st Bn, 5th Mar Command Group helo lift to LZ vic 0752ee and ;,' 
cste,blishec. night dei"oIlBivo with· Companies' A, B, and 0, roter to enclosure 
1. At 1830, 4.2 inch Mortr:.r Ba.tt~ry was holo .lifted to LZ 075208 ~-. 
gencreJ. suppomt, and holo liftod back to .Tam X¥ l;l.t first light on D+2. 
At 1700 ComPBn1 A, ooord 175206, apprehended ona VCS who was sereonod 
~. sont to 5th Mar Rcg't, S-2. At lCeD Company B, coord ~15206, 
aprrehonded two VCS screened and releasjd one and sent onQ to 5th Mar Rog't 
5-2. 

lG. D+2 {B £.ugust 1966)1- At !730 all Oomapanies i •. , :s, and 0 and Command 
Group cOmfJoncen movement tvward assignod objeotives, see onolosure 2. 
At 0930 Company B. coord 075213, observed two snipors, one at qoord 
077214 and one at 079215, tire .. a.pproximately fiYe rounds small arms 
f1%(; at helo's. Compa.tir B fired' approx 3' rounds small arms fire at 
VC end observed one kncokod down by firs.. Checked area and found uQthing. 
IilstiBatoone va WIll probablo. At 1300 COlTI:raDY a, ooord eae208, oaptured 
one 'French made 30 cal bolt action rifle. with four ;t cal rounds,. one 
VC ble,ck uniform, two 50 cal machine gun repair kits and tliO boo'By 
traPl'od. 2Qum rounds. The 'tWo booby t~,:·a.ps were estroltect in place end 
all 'other oquipment was forwarded to 5th Mar Reg't ~2. At 144.0 
Compe~B, coord 196214, rooeived, approximat~ly ten rounds sniper 
firo trom two snipers in the sm'le viuinity. Comp~ B roturned approximataq 
30 rouncls· small arms firo and two L.:l.W's. VC broke contact. ilxee. 
was ohcckecl with negative results. At 1545, Company B, coord ],09218, 
received. appr;,ximatcly 12 rounds· small arms fire trom est:imated six 

··sriipors. COIl!pan;y' B' returned approxim8,to~ 20 rounds automatic _and 15 
rounds semi a'&tomatio woapons firo. Ll.lso six 6Qnm mortars which wore 
obsorvad on target. Estimate two VO KIll. probablo. i.t 1610 aJ.lunits 
ost~blishod night defensive positions. See enolosure 2. 

11. D+3 (9 iougust 1966): .ut (Y,.eo all companie~' and cOmr.l.O.lld group' 
COI1lT:.:onoed sWGeptoard assigned obj, refer tc enclosure. 3. ilt.Q905 

, Oompa...'"lY 0, coord 13022,1, roceived five rounds sniper fire from one sniper 
coor(l 13622$. Company C' returned ap:.;;roxima.tely thirty-five rouncts soe~l 
pxms firo. VC broke oontaot. ~~ea was searchod and found one MAS 36 
subr~~chino gun with one TIk~gazine containing twenty rounds. 9mm ammo, 
woe-pon and mag('l..zino'wero forwarded to 5th Mar Reg't, S-2.,A,t 0945 'Company 
C, coord 130221, receivod six rounds sniper fire from one snipcr.in SaLlO 

vicinHy. Company. C returned twenty rounds . small irm:3 fire,' throe 11-79 
.rounds and ono Li:..W. va broke contact w1th neg results •. At 103S, Coopeny 
H&S,- coord 127216, . received. seven rounds sniper fire from one sniper 
coord 127217.. Comp8ll\Y':a:&S sustained one USMO WI4\. and returned approxima.toly 
~ntywfiva rounds small ~s fire. Sniper broke contact and USMC WI! 
we"S emergenoy helo: evecuP,ted to D Mad •. At 1310 Company C, coord 1;34225, 
reoeived approximately eight rounds small arms.tire from two VO coord 
134227. . Company 0 returned ap:::'rox 60 rounds a.utomatic· weapons fire and 
throe ~79 rounds, observed one VC knocked.down by fire •. Searched are~ 
but w~,s unable to. locate VCboc1y. Estim te. on.e va KIA, probable. At 1510 
Conpnny~, ooord 153219,·receive~ approx 20'rounds small ar~ fire from 
s:tx va lIoord 155213. CompaIW f. returned seventy. rounds sma.1J. arms tire, 

. eight M-79 rounds. and six 6EJmm mortars. Estimato 
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1613 CompapyC, o;Oc:i:'d: 16'22.~O~~Ved one round 

sniper fire from coord 167219 and sustained 'o~E:i BillW WIA. Company C 
returned ten rounds smaJ.l·a.rmsfir~, vc. )xcoke C'i1t.?Ct. WIA was mad 
e:vac to DMed.At 16;0 Oompan,y B,. coord 180220; app:-ehended one VCS 
who was s.creened and sent to 5th MarJ:ne Reg't 8 .. 2. At 1640 all oompanies 
and command, group established nightdefensiv.e position in vioinity 179221, 
~erer to enclosure #'3. At 1.645 aompariy 0, coord 182222, during resupply 

via Helo IS, observed sniper ,_.QOo.d 186214 .. '" r~9 approximately five rounds 
at Belo. Company C fired twenty .. five rounds small arms fire 8Jld three 

60mm mortars at sniper. Sniper f ire ceased wi1h neg results. At 1915 
Company A, ooord 182235, during resupply via. Helo's', observed sniper 
coord 185248 fire t en rounds small arms fire at Helo' s. Compa11J' A fired. 
fifty rounds Sl tomatic weapons f:ir e and two LAW's at sniper • Neg resul ts~ 

12~ D+4 (10 August 1966): At 0620 Company C, coord 183227, observed 
twt:l VC with weapons running across rice paddy. companyC -fired" ton rounds 
small arms fire and killed one V c,' captured one CHIWM 7. 62mm riflJe and 
wounded other va who esoaped leaving )argo t rails of blood behind. 
\tIeapon was forwarded to 5th Ma:dne Reg't S~. One VO nA. oonfirmed and. 
one VC \f.[A. At 0810, 2nd plt, Company 13, Helo lifted 11:> vi c 1822)4 and 
cond.ucted sweep of area. At 08;0. all' com!8nies, lessard pl t 13 Company, and 
tDmmand group oommenced movement toward assi..:gned. obj.. At 1000 Company J.., 
coord 200227, received twenty rounds small arms fire from three snipers. 
Company A returned sixty rounds small arms ·fire. VC broke oontaet with 
negative results. At 1005 Com:tany 0, coord :D 6225, sustained one lEMO 
WIJ~ due to accidenteJ. discharge of WP rifle grenade. WJ:A was Holo evacua.ted 
to D Med.. t'l.t 1009 Company C, coord ::03221, located a 500 lb bomb and . 
destroyed it in place Witl1 demolitions. At 1100, 2nd plt, Company B, 
Coord. 182204 completed. thorough search 'of area vic 162ID4 and was Relo 
lifted to via 213225 whero they linked up with Comp;Lriy ·B.' ,1.t 1 510 , 
Company 1'.. roceived approx 120 rounds small,. arms fir a and ap.PL'ox 15 incoming 
mortars bclivod to be 601llJll from estimated 20 VC "dug in. Com],"ll.:ny 1. 
assa.ulted va posi tion,vic 2281'40; md came under heaVy fire tram ostimated 

. 1~O VC in tho same vic aild. recoived numarousbursts -of automatic. weapons 
fire and small arms fire. Oompany ii.. returned appro:!( 1800 munds cutomatic 

'and semi automatio weapons fire, numerous M19 rounds and Ll .. vi'Sf also 40 
rounds of 60inm mortars. Company ii was in constm tcontact wi th VC i'rom 
period 1510 to 1940. Oomparw J~was ordered td return to battalion 
perimeter. Refer to Enclosurq #4. 'Total YO KIA confirmed by bod..! rount 
62, estimate 10 .va lUA probable and 25VO WIA. probable. USMO casualties 
sustained by Company i., 4 Iah. and 16· WI1... At ooord 101513, Battalion 
Oommend Group received approx sevan Jrounds inooming mortar's bclicvc:d to be 
6ODim.No casua.ltiessustSLnod. 1515 Company 0, ccord 230236, roceived 
a.pprox 600 rounds automatic and semi automatic weap0-r-s tire i.rom~stimated 

65 ve, coord 2;0240. Company C returnod approx 1660 rounds e,utomatic and 
semi automatic weapons'firo, alro' numerous M79 rounds,and ~W's. 'COIlliany 

o ssaaul ted VO position conatin tly roceiving burs·ts of automatic weapons 
fixe. COnlI2-li.y 0 was in constant contact 'Wi th V C from p:;riod 1515 to 1845 
when Company a was ordctcd to return to battalion perimet~. Refer to' 
Enclosuro #4. Total c0nfirmodVC KIA 3J, and estimated 11~~a KI.4 and ~5 VC 
'" A II' obable. Total casual ties sustai ned by' Company C WertH 7 RI11.' S and 
27 WLl's, 1520 Company B received approx 300roWlds automatic wee.pons and 

somi autQmatic weapbns fire from estimated 70 - 80 VC. Company B 
returned. ,aIiJl .M.PO rounds ~tomatic and 6.ooi automatic weapons fire, 

.' ; C'" r 
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seVoral M79 rounds :t LL.W' s. .:.ls c ,a:ppJ:!O~ 40;rqun&:. . .e. ·~~~a.rs.·' 
Company B continU.ed tho €';sse.1.lJ.t of V C po;sg;tiq.hR a,nd begen rocoivillg . 
inooming mortars beliYcd to be 60mm irlorto.i's:.' . ll'stIi ke wc,sroquested 
and .fired direct hit on target aroa.Com.r:eny B was ordered to' ro turn 
to Battalion. parinoter •. Company B was in constmt contact with VC' 
from period. 1520 until approx. 19,5. Total va KIA confirmed by body .... 
count 22, estimate 18 VC KIA end 30 VC WIA p:' obablo. Company:B 
sustAined. 3 ~'s and 22 WIA t a • - .. 

n. D+5 (11, August 1966) I All unite remained in defensive pos.itions. 
See Enolosure :5.' t~t 0900 Company B, coord 2,:;2;6, a.pprehended one VCS 
who had VO documents in his 'possession. He was screened and s cnt,to 
5th Mo,rinos Regt. 6-2. At 0910 Company~, coord 230234. a.pprehended onQ 
vas who admitted being a. VO supplier. He was scroened and sent to 5th 
Marine Rogt. S-2. All units r~ed in same defensive pOSitions as 
'K> . .i.ugust 1966. Seo enclosure ,4 md 5. At 1945 Company 13', coord 2292~4, 
during Helo resupply obsorV'od two snipars firo 10 rourxls small arms 
automatio weapons fire at Holo .from ooord,.22S240.· . 'CoOpl.IlY B fired 
approx 40 rounds automatic weapons fire and. observed one va hit bY' 
.firo. Both VO escaped, one' VO 'W'IA. /lot 2030 Oomp:t,IlY A, coord ~32240, 
observed f Olll" VO with weapons crossing a poody. Company l... spmng a. 
squad ambush £ iring approx. 150 rounds small arms fire hitting all four 
VC,- and withdrew. Other va in area. estimated to b 0 pIt in sirmght. 

Dead. VC were not checked ,due to rapid withdra.wel. 

14. D+6 (12 August 1966): .L..t 0415 oommand group in dOfoosiye : 
perimeter, coord. 231238. reoeivod approx. four incoming mortars' and 
sustained two,KI.i..'s. Oompany :"'8 porimeter received tour mortar:s and 
throe rounds 57mm RRts. Jllso approx. fifteen rounds snall a.rns firo. 
Company 13 returned approx. 60 rounds small arms fire and observed 
one VC knocked down by fire. Total ICI.i..'s sustained 'throe USMC. Total 
WI..i .. 'ssustained nino USMC. At 0730 all oompanies md command "group 
oommenced moveIncmt to Tam Ky. At 0840 Oompany' A, coord. 25,257, .triwad 
one booby trappod £rag grenade sus taining one USMC WIi .. who was med eyac. 
to D Med. 'At 0905 Company At coord 256256, tripped om booby t raped 

trag grenade, sustaining two USMC ~~'s. ' Both ware evE'.C. to D Mod. l..t 
1145 all units and command group arrived at TeJIl Ky and astabliEh ed, 
night defensivo positions. Seo Enclosure 6, except Oompany i .. who 
displaced to Bill 29 to provide security for 2nd 13n, 11th MariDs. 

15. D+7' (1; 1I.ugust 1966): k.t 1845 Company B and Command Group 
displ~od to Eill 29 Vic. 228,20 to link up with Conpany ~ end Irovide· 
security fqr ~d En, 11 M~j.nes. Company C roma..inod in defensive 
position i;.t· :rC'.:'1 Ky ~ , ,,;~ . ,''So , • .~.' ~ 

~ 6. D+8 (1 ~ August 1966): co~~:;'''~:' ~d B and Command Group . 
remained en Hill 29, Company C remained at Tain Ky with neg.rc9l.lts. 

17. D+9' (15 Jlugu3t 1966): 1200, Companies B, a, and Command Group 
moved to Hill 54 and a ecured £rom Opera.tion CDLORlaDO. Comp3.ny ~ 
remained at Hill 29 ,to provido security for. 2nd BIl, ,11th }1a.rines.· 
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18. 16 and 11/ ~s. -llega'Uve . ' 

19. 

21. 

26. 

27.' 

18 August 1966 - Negative. 

'191040H ... PIt s&D patrol Company C 0001'0. (13T 395118) observed 
three VC, one with a Russian made rifle. PIt sprung an ambush 
and fired 45 rounds small arms fire and one M-79 round killing 
aJ.l three VC.. Patrol captured one 7.62}M Russian made rifle 
which will bo forwarded to iog't' ~ Three VC KIA oonfirmed~ 

19l145H - Plt S&D patrol Company C coord (BT 391114) roceived 
approx five rounds small arms fire and a burst of automatic 
weapons fire from coord (BT 391112). Returnod approx 50 rounds 
sm~ll ElXmS firo. VC brthke oontaot. Searched a.rea~ nothing found~ 

20 A~'"Ust 1966 - Negative •. 

210840H - Platoon S&D Co~any C ooord (315115) fired ton rounds 
small arms fire at two VC,one was armed with a sub-maohino 
gun. VC fled. A thorough search of the aroa revecled a trail 
of blood and a VC hat. One va WIA probable. 

211000H - PlatannS&D patrol Company C, coord (374146) received 
a burst of approxinn tely 15 rounds automatic weapons' fire, 
from estimated one va in the sema vi 0 inity. Returned appro:lCimn.taly 
40 rounds small arms fi:7;e and threo M-19 rounds, VC fire coased. 
A thorough' search of tho a:roc. was conducted and four vas wero 
apprehended in the samo vicinity.. All vas wore screenod and 
sent toIT'.r~ , : '.' ~. :,' . , . 

221215H - Company r, S$D mission coord (BT 399113) located a ammo 
catche consisting of 3· shotgun shells, 8-7.62mm rounds ,and 4 - 30 C)JJ. 
rounds." All were destroyed. . 

230730R - Co a plt S&.D mission (BT 369115) app..ehended two vcs. 
One vas I s name appeared on 1st :en. ,5th Mar b:&.ack list. Both VCS' s 
were screened and sent to ITT. ' 

23l1l0R - Co C sqd S&D coord (BT 353116) received ten rds small 
arma fire from estimated three:Vo. Sqd re'tu.rmd 30 rounds sma1l 
arms fire and tan M-79 rounds. Co~duoted thoramgh search of area. 
Nothing found. 

. - . 
28 e 231330R - Co C pIt S&D mission (.aT 337164) received three roUJids 

small arms sniper fire. PIt returned approx ~ 5 rounds small arms 
fire. Sniper fire ,ceased. A thorough search of the same vicinity 
revealed,a classroom constructed of bamboo" with a capacity total 
of 15, men. The cla-saroOni contained an improvised radio antenna 
eonatructod of brumboo, approx 200'rounds, 30' cal ammo, bear trap, 
approx 7001bs of rice.. A M 155 dud was also found in the classroom 
and was destroyed'with demolitions. All items in the classroom 

" .. '~: ,nl1.;Q~~¥prought, to ~st ~n., 5th I>icJr CP on 24 August 1966. 'One 
,.i/ l~' VDS;.ds'·iapprehended' d).l.r:mg the SEO).I'ch of the classroom. VCS'IUf"ISSIFIED 

I was soreened and will be sent to ITT. . '. ~ 
2£ . '&,n 

..... '\T." • ,," (B'!" :<, r .. ' ' • ,,' ' •. ' 
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''W ? • 231115II - Co' B pIt OP coord {:wr ·~870~j.} ob~erved. smoke from ':""', 
a suspected Vb base crunp. AxtY 'fi~o biSsioIJ. requested and .fired . 
16 rounds With exoellent cove:r~.· 1:0=0<.1. nb;t·oheoked due to distonoc. 

30. 240500 - 1st Battalion, 5th Marines command group and' oom:¢nies 
A and D conducted COUNTY FAIR 5-5, in the complex of Phu ifinh 
(:aT 437147). '. ..' ,.' 

31 ., 231500H -' 2nd pIt Compan;y C S&.D mission (J3T: 345169) apprehended 
six vcs. All suspeots were acting suspicious. AU:suspects 
were soreened and sent to ITT. 

32. 240845H - 2nd pIt Company C S&D mis.sion (BT 9',,116,) apprehendad 
five VeSt All suspects wore apprehended in possible VC billeting 
area. A thorough search o.f area revealed three spears, three 

, bear traps, several ammo canisters and approx 600 Ibs o.f rice. 
All VCS were screened and sent to ITT. All ,captured material 
is being held at 1/5 Bn. OPe All rice is being forwarded to 
~ Tin District. 

33. 25 August 1966 - Negativo 

34. ·26 ~ugust 1966 :'ebmpany B Opcon to 3/7 for Opero.-tion JlI.CKSON. 
Or:;;. ..." ....... 0. tb......... ... -'II ..... 

35. 271515II -2nd pIt Compony C 'S&D mission coord (BT 3691,5') observed 
one VC ccrrying n rifle and wearing black PJ. Patrol.fired .four 
rounds. smaJ.l arms fire. Checked area, found nothing •. 

36,. 27 August 1966 ~ 1st Bn.; 5th Marines xe COIllr;l!md Group OPOON 
2/7 T.L~OR defense cOIIlL1and., ...' 

37~ 272155H - firo team Sec partol Comp£'~ C Qoord (BT 489117) 
reoeived throe rounds soalle~s fire from the aruma vicinity. 
Patrol sustnined one USMC WI4 ~nd returned 20 rounds small arms 
fire alB{) three Mt-79 rounds. h. thorough search of ,the area was 
conducted. Found nothing. 

38~ . 281128H - 3rd :pIt Company C' S&D nission cocrd (BT 3771:50) 
received eight rounds small arms £.iro from the same vioini ty. 
Fe.trol roturned approximately 20 rounds small ama fj,re and five 
M-79 rounds. 1~ thorough searoh of the area was conducted. 
Found nothing. 

39. 281435H - 2nd pIt Co C S&D ~sion apprehended one VCS. VCS 
is being screoned D~d will be sent to ITT on 29 August 1966. 

'40. 291415H - Oomp~ C S&D mission coord (J3T';72147) received ten 
rounds automatic weap'ons firo, fron ooord (BT 371149). Compnny 
C returned 40 roUnds snell arms fire and conducted a thorough or 
tho ('.roc. Founa ~~thing. 

'.: 

. '. :';"." 
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43. 

45. 
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mission observccl eigh"6 " in tho open. Fifty 

: ., c .~ 

arms. ono 1""-\', nnd ono 11--79 rOlnd was fired at VCr. kill­
ing 2,' six va' escaped~ -.J.J:t;y Lira L-j.~) .ion WrlS fired in vicinity 
(~T 370147), whore VC were observed !leeing •. L thorough search 
ot tho. area we.s conductod and two confirnecl VC KIll. r s werG found. 
'::.180 found woro one ,0 cal M 19CB rifle and one French sub-maehine 
. .e:un. 
291820H- Co 0 S&D mission coord (BT 365148) was e,pproaohing river 
crossing snmo coord, reooived approx 140 rounds sm£1J.l arms fire o.n:l 
approx 150 to 16[; automatic weapons fire from cc.ord (RT 361147) from 
ostimated fiv~ VC. Co C returnod approx 150 rounds small arms 
fire, 100 rounds automatic fire, ten M-79 rounds and throe ~wts. 
VC ooased fire. A thorough scarch of the area was ,conducted. 
Found one va KIA (cdmfirmed) dressed in black PJI s. 1:.1ao found 
in eame ~ea one very worn map, sories no. 6757 IV. Co 0 sustained 
ono USMC WIll. who was Meel Dvac to D Med. 

300400H - 1st Battalion, 5th Marinss Comnand Group andCom~anies 
C 8~d D conductod Oount.y Fair 5-7 in the area of BichNgo (3). 

300640H - Company D, S&l) nission, coord (BT 359168) received 
throe rounds small arms firo from ono sniper. Comp~ D returned 
~. rounds emall arms fire and oonductod a thorough so[~ch of the 
area. Found nothing. 

300715K .. Co D while on S&D mission, ooord (BT 348172) received 
thrOG rounds SI!lall arms fire sniper from c(.ord (BT 347172).. Co 
D returned 15 rounc~s small arns fire. Observed ono va fleeing 
ioLlodiate area from whore sniper firo was roceived. Co D fired 
one M-79 round wounding VC in foot. va WIt .. med evac to Ohu lei. 

301140H - Oomp~ B returned to combat base (~T 379145). 

31 liUt,"Ust 1966 - 1st Ba.tta.lion, 5th MtlXines XO's command group 
returned to Hill 54 
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, HEfLDQ.:L" 
1st Ba.tt[1lion~ 5tll liia:r-in"s , 

1st Marine Division (-)(Roin»)1 Ft-1F 
FPO, Son Francisco, , 96602 

UNClASSIFIED 3/BF/jrf 
, Ser: 0020-66 

16 August,1966 

II 

'From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine DiViSion (-)(Rein),- F11F 
Via! Commanding Officer, 5th Marinas 

Subjl Combet Operations After Action Report; Operation COLORADO 

Re!t (a) 
(b) 

(f) 

00. 1st MarDiv Planning Directive 30540Z of July 1966 
Co. 1st MarDiv hag Order 8-66 o-peration COWBlI.DO 
030700Z of J~ugust 1966 
5th Marines OpOrder 301-66 
Di vO 3480.1, 
Maps: ANS Series L701, Vietnam, 1: 50,000, Sheets 
6657 III, 6658 II; 6757 IV 
l%:J.:ps: M-IS Series L7014, Vietnam, 1: 50,000, Shoets 
6639 I, 6640 II, III, IV, 6739 IV \! 

Enol: (1) Operation Overlay, D+l 7 August 1966l 2. 

3) Operation Overl8\V, D+3 9 August 1966 v, !
2) Operation OV'orlalf, D+2 8 AUo"'USt 1966 \"" ' 

4) Operation Qverlay, ]+4 10 August 1966l 
5) Operation Over1~, D+5 11 August 1966 
6) Operation Over1alf, D+6 12 August 1966( ! 

1. Cpde Name and type of Operation. Operation COIDR1J)O (Search and J 
Destroy) 

2. Datos,of Qperntion. 6-15 August 1966. 

:3. location. Hiep Duc-Song Iu II:r Valley, Quang Tin and Q.uang Nam 
Provinocs, RVN, on map shoet, ilNS Series L701, Vietnam, 1:50,000 ' 
Sheats 6657 III, 6658 II, 6757 IV and IJ1S Series L7014, Vietnam, 
1;50;'009, Sheets 6639 It 6640 II,' III, IV; 6739 rv< 

4. Command Headguartors 

CO,- 1st En, 5th Mar 

CO, Co A 

COj' Co B 

CO', Co C 

LtCol H. L. COFFMlili 

Capt. J.' R. FURLEIGH 

Capt. J. P. T.SULLIVLN 

lstLt. M. B. Dl.RLING 

.-2. ~:::I-J' 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 
Yt • 

• " 

, ,,'" i J~1.11 /'111 . :'/1 !II .(T;. i '-1. • .1- ", "',:01~ - ~~~_ • 
, 'I 'v- '" ill fv--~ -....." ,;' r :i 1.,1 

H. L. COF.FMll.N 
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~1r~gwri.zat.ion 

1st Battalion. 5th K1.Xinc.s 
- H&S Co(-) , 

Det, EST 
1st Plat; .(-) (Rein), Co B, 1st Bngr '2n 

. :Oat, ARVNIriterpretor Tm 

Q.,OJ.llpail;y A (Rein) 
CO 1. 
Det, H&S Co ' ; 

Det, Oonim Plat ' 
Det, l1ed Piat 
1st FO, 'lin 8l.rom Plat' 
1st Fll.C !iln 

Dot, ARVN Interpreter Tm 
1st Sqd, 1st Plat, CoB, 1st Er~~Bn 
1st FO T:rn',Btr,Y D, 2/11 

C.O!,llE~ B (Rein)' 
CO B I 

Dot, E&S Co 
Det, Camm Plat 

. Det, Med Plat r 

2nd FO TID, 81mm Plat 
2nd Fll.C Tm 

DGt," L.RVN Interpreter Tm 
2nd Sqd, 1st Plat, Co B, 1st Engr Bn 
2nd FO Tm,. Btry D, 2/11 
Det, Soritry-Dog Plat 

~~~ion Roserve: Company C (Rein) 
CO C • 
Det,' H&S Co 

Det, Oorom Plat 
Det, Med Plat 
3rd FO Tm, 81mm Plat 

Dot, 1Jl.VN Interproter Tm 
3rd Sqd, 1st Plat, 00 Bf 1st Engr Bn. 
3rd FO, Brty D, 2/11 ' 
Det, Sentry-Dog Plat 

81mm MOrtar Plat (-) 

6'. Sup'portinq' Arms 

a. f:.1F Sup:port 

Capt. FURlEIGR 

Capt. SULLIVA}T 

, I 
IstLt llA.RLDTG 

lstLt BE1I{N1J> 

(1) Helicoptor support. Six tr90p lifts were made during 
Operat~cn OOLORA.DO. The first' was a oompany size lift on the mor~ng 
of D+l. The second was a company size lift on the afternoon of D+l, 
followed by three lifts on the afternoon of D+l, of one oompany and 
oommand group, ane company that was previously helo lifted on the 
morning of ])+1, and ending with one 4.2. mortar battery lift in the 

·'U:,;~; /lHCUSSIfIm.. . 
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late afternoon of ]+1. All lifts '(;;e'o nao.o with Hi.G 16, 'and MAG 36 . 
airoraft. MA.G 36 helicopters provid'tJ S'ff:.Oe dy on D+2, D+3, D+4, D-l:5. 
All. troop lifts were :.ooooopn.n:i.od by ~ U:H-1E Aircraft; 

(2) Fixed Wing. Aircraft were requested and iX0videdHLZ preps 
on D+~ in the vicinity of 038211,068242 and 075297. On D+2a fixed 
wing strike was requested in the vicinity of 115225 against troops dug 
in. The strike was carried out with two HAG 12 A4E Aircraft. and oontrolled 
by Oottage 14 Bravo. on D+4, at 1510 whon the Battalion encountered 
hoavy enemy oontact, air support was requested. Two armed HUIEts 
roported on station and wero almost immediately hampered in their 
operl:!tions duo to a heavy rain storm that moved through the area. 
lTllIl1arous fixed wing aircraft from both MAG 11 and MAG 12 reported on 
station and commenced strikes atapproximate~ 1730 when the rain storm 
coased. .All strikes werc'Coni;iollcd. by HUIE Aircra.ft.· The airstrikes 
continued until o.pproximately2045. A fia.re ship reported on station 
just prior to sunset and provided contillious illumination through out 
tho night. On the night of D+5 illumination was provided at 10 minute 
intervals by a flare ship until 0430 on the morning of D+6. Continious 
illumination was requested at this time because of a mortar attack on 
the Battalion position. Armed RUlE aircraft were requested and conductod 
an air striko on retreating Viet Cong. Armed HUIE's providod air cover 
for the Battalion for itts movement back to TAM KY on D+6. 

b. Artillery Support .. The artillery support or" First Battalion 
Fifth YJa..rines on Operation COLOR.ODO oonsisted of prepartationfiras,' 
H and I fire.lt, blocking fire:?,obsorved firo missionEl, and illumination. 

First Battalion Fifth Marines was directly~upportod by Battery 
D'; Second Battalion, Eleventh Marines and by 4.2. inch Mortar Bc.ttory, 
Seoond Battalion, Eleventh Marines. General artillory support was 
provided by 155mm:. Gun Battery, 8 inch Howitzer Bat tory and 5inoh 
naval. guns. . . 

The most significant event of the Operation occurred on D ~ 
plus 4 which was 10 August 1966. The battalion encountoroQ and 
estimated two Viet Cong Main Forco Battalions in the. vic of 231241 
at approximately 1500. 

l-.hOll in1 tial . contC}Ot "W!j.S mc.do, the on.cmy was teo . closo."to lthe 
Marines for artillery support. One mission was. fired by Bat~ory D, 
Sooond Battalion Eleventh Marinos at the withdrawing. Viet Cong. The 
rounds landed on target, but tho Forward Observor· owld not· seo tho 
cUec'!; since the Viet Cong wore behind tho hil1. 

During tho night of 10 August artillery, and naval gunfire· fired 
extensive H and I and blocking fires on tho withdrawing Viet Cong. lO~ 
HOwitzers, l55mm Guns and 8 inch Howitzers pro~iied· the·artil1cry.b1ooking 
fires while 5 inch naval guns comprisodtho naval gunfire pOr~ion. . 

The helicopter transportability of the 4.2 inoh mortar was 
utilizod tho night of D plus 1. 4.2 inch Mortar :Battery, Second Ba.ttalion 
Elevonth Marinos providadtwo mortars for tho p~rimeter defense sinoo 
the location was out of r~ for othor artiller,y. 

Tho.· overall support of artillery was oxcellent. 

r·. 
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7~' . Intolligclnq.,e El 
a.. Estimate of VC Stren;::th., _ ... __ .J._,.,. 

op,jecti Vi) Ar_O?"" 

":'" __ " ;.-.1. ~"' • (1) Forc~ J~~~patod in tho Immodiate Objeotive Area 

LOCATION STRENGTH W;CTICl~DISPOSITION 

Confirmed 

, .·20th Division BT0922 UNK UNK 
•• " .... r .- • 

....~toxy Staff UNK UN!{ UNK 
, Poll ti02~ Staff UN!{ tJNK UNK 

ROe.x Sorvico Staff TJNK UNX UNK 
RQ, 20th Bn ~Rocon)(GK) AT925254 TJNK UNK 
RQ,.21sD Bn lL! 18 12.7mm kT925223 400 UNK 
U'~M(t-) 

RQ·,2·2nd En fRl1 ~ 75nrrn RRts) 1~T935208 400 UNK 
RQ. 2)rd Bn Mort, 6 120mm 1~T885246 400 UNK 
Mort 

·RQ 24th En (Engr) UNK 120+ UNIC 
u/l Seourity Bn UNK UNK UNK 
U/I Mod Bn . UN!{ UNK ONE: 
till Trans En UNK UNK UNK 
tr/l Signal En . lJID{ UNK UNK 
1st Regiment (ve BT0629 ·2000 'UNK 

HlOO Rogimental Hqs UNK 1JNK UNK. 
HlOlStaff Section UNK lINK UNK 
H102 Political Section UNX UNK umc 
Ell; Service Scction UNK UNK UNK 
60th· Bn (3 60mm Mort, BT07)6 300 UNK 
2 57mm Rll. t 8 11 •. 1. MQ.; 2MGS) 
80th Bn (~-a1nm.lfurt, 3 BTl136 400 UNK 
;amm Mort, 6 57mm BRta, . 
6IMG 1s' 31 •. li. MGts) ,. . 
90th Bn(3 81mm Mort, BT0934 400 UNK 

: 3 57IIml RR 1 s,- 2 I.iM}' s 
". 1 MMG) - -

3rd Regiment (VA) (64th). BT0823 3000 UNK . 

lflt En (Bing Minh) (4 BT1726 700 UNK 

. 82mm Mort, 2 51mm Ra's 
4 Mats . 
2nd En (B:I..nh Da)(4 82lnm BTe720 700 UNK 

'. Marti 211)7mm RR's, 4 MG's) 
.,"",q~-·~-3rd· BnG:;:inh Thien)(6 BT2020 700 UNK 
... ,~.,. "'60mn MOrt,)~ 57mm RRI.8 

5 50Cal MGIs) 
21st Regimont (NVA)(6th l }6 BT2704 200 llT.K 
36th) 

1st Bn(llth)(12 8lmm UNK 600 UNK 
:r-lort, 9 12.7 IJ.~ IDIs 

. 4 57mm RR~S~ 
2nd Bn(22nd (2 8lmm MortUNK 250 tJNK· 
3 60rnm Mort; 3 57mm RR I s 

)J4~0 r.~aJ..J1G:!.s)· 
L' ~;.; /i\f(;~· ~J~ ~U .. " 'f .. ', t~~' 

R • 
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LOCATION c',> '. '8TRmNGTH 
at -.. ._ ..... , .. ~ 

3rd Bn (33rd)(5 82mm UltK 
Mort f j 60mm Mort 
4 300al MG I St 4 57mm 
RRta) , 

?G9bable 

7th Rogiment Hqe (Poss) 
lst :an 
2nd En 
3rd Bn 

400th Bn (MF )(1 81mm Mort,-
1 60mm Mort; 2 57rmn RR IS, 

3 MGfs) 
72nd Bn ( 4 57mm RR t s,' 3 
81mrn Mort;: ; IMGfs~ 4 
EM].ts"· 9 ARts) 
70th En 
57th Bn 

UNX 
1.'19823 
B'r0416 
AT 9921 
BT2406 

BT2527 

BTl835 
BT0224 

UNK 
UNK 
UNK 
UNK 
200 

450 

500 
UNK 

' , 

t"

, 

TllCTIC1JJ DISPOSITIO 

UNK 
, UNK 

(2) Intclligonoe information was initially furnishod to 'this 
unit by 'briefings at 5th Marinos Headquartors and by 5th Marinas Intolligenoo 
Annex to Operation Ordor ;22-66. ' . 

(3) The objective of the operation was to fix and destroy 
cary VCunits :in assigned a..roa and to destroy or capture tunnel oomplexes 
and VC food and arms. 

b. 't'"C Stre th and Situation aotual! ' found on oration COLORODO. 
As e. rcsul t of tho operation" elem.ents of 1 -5, acoounted for 129 VO KIA; 
by body count; 54 ve Kl.A Probablej 91 VO :w:tA Probablo; and 11 ves. 
lJ.l vas forwarded to ITT for further mterroga ti'on. From. D plus 1 
t'o D, plus 4 oonsisted of only hostile ,sniper firo. On D plus 4 tho 
Da~talion beoame heavily engaged with an ostimated two Main ForoG 
Ba,"alions 9ll.d Loo,<J..l force units, with cont.?ct lasting four and one 
hal.f hours. On D plus 5 te the end of the operation consistod of 
snipo:r fire and two booby tre.pping incidents.. ' 

c. VO Units identified. 3rd NVA Regiment 

d~ Si~icant Intelligence Gained. 
", 

(1) Found documents from va KIA indicating them to be Wj .. , 
suPllorted by L F units from dead va officer revealed previous VO operations, 
statUs of VO troops as to strongth, sick personal,' training, eto. Tho 
diary indice.ted VO had previous knowle~e of friend.4r operations, end 
intentions in area Qf operations. 

(2 ) During the approach march,- tranche s~' fighting holos and punji 
traps were provalen~ along major route~ and trriils, approximatoly 50 to 
lOQ, l\oters apart. Hamlets and villages were laood w:i, th hedg€\ rows, and. 

.. ~~.o_e./paddios, with one hamlet noted as being' heavily fortified vi th 
trenches ana other dofensive p~sitions. 'U~LJl~EJ) 

$ 
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(loy CriticaJ. Terrain Feature. Hill'150 (BT om91), Hill 155 
(BT045214)j,' Hill 352 (BT 075225), Hill 356 (BT1l9235)-, Hill 242 (BT2.129225) 
Hill 253 ( B,T 181205), and Hill 488. (Bt 131202). ' ' ' ", " , 

, (2) Obsorvation and Fields of fheo Tho torrainvnried from 
ruggcid hills, which favored tho dofender to fairly flat £1.."t'oas.,> Throughout :i 

, it 6fforodcXoolient fields of fire for defenders and attackers. 

(3) Cover and Concealment_ Ezcellent obver and 'conoealment 
\oms provided by ,the mountianous: e.rea '; in the flat, aroas lle<ige rows, 
trao lines and grassy areas provided good conco~cnt. Vegetation was 

.,gonorolly hoavy in tho mountains to sparco 'in the low lands, except for 
" areas covorod~by hedge rows and villages., ' 

(4) Obstacles. No I!k1.jor obstacles were encountered • 
. -

8. Mi,ssipp'. 1st Battr:lion (-) (Rein),- 5th Marines oonduoted search 
and do str~y oporD. tion in Biep - Duc -' Sing llf Valloy, ~u.allg Tin and 
Cuc~ Nem ProvinceB withARVN forcea to locate, captUro, and destroy 

, enemy forces, suppli~s, and equipment.- . '. 

~~~.,..:.;~~'~o~r.;;.;;at-TJ.::;· o::.;n:;:s=._ CODIllencing 0900 on D-DaY, 1st BnttaJ.ion, 
5th M.:'1rinos - Rein mw-od ,by truok, convoy to Tam ~; thor'oafter 
prepares on order, to land in a reinforoing role in Objeotive Areas 
1,< 2'; or.3; end, lands via heliqoptcr on D+ 1 to oonduot rcoonnaiaano0 

, arid search and do s troy opera.tions within assigl1ed area. '. 

10. 'Qb;lzonological Soquenco of IDIrents:. 

(8.) n:..D~ (6iq~""Ust 1966): Comnland Group, Companies A,B,and C 
co~~encod movement viD. motor oonvoy to Tam Ky, all elamonts'arrived 
iSm xy by 061000 and established defensive positions. At 061045 Company 
A,moved from Te~ ~ to Hill 29 Vic 228320 to provido security tor 2nd 
En';" 11th l'larinos. . ' 

(b) D+1 (7 iulgust 1966): .At 08002rid plt .company e displaced to 
coord, 009217 from Tam IW to provide scouri ty for downod Holo. At 
0915 Company B oommenced Holo lift to as'signodLZ vic 038211 and' conducted 
soer,oh and destroy mission to vic 075208. At 0930 CompaIV ~ a.tHill 
29 Vic 228320 was rolioved by K oompany 3/5 and disp100qd to Tam IW. 
2nd pIt Company A relieved 2nd plt Company C at. downed Holo vic 009217 
,e~d sccured at 1055 after Ho10 was.repairod. At 1100 Cottage B coo~~ 
041215 apprehended one ves who was screened and sont to 5th Mar Reg 
8-2. .L.t .1145 Company C Holo lifted .to a.ssigned LZ vio 064242 and commElnced 

,swoop :o! aroa. l~t' 1215 CoitpallY B vic 05,208 roocivod approxfr..s.tolj-, . 
40 roundssm~l arms fire from approximately seven VO in the same vies. 

til ,":"i. .• ....' ~ .• ' 

LS, e UICLASSRD .... 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

'. ~. • • 
" 'C . ,j" 

Compa.t\Y' B roturned ap:proximc-.tcly 30 ;:\', . ;. '"}lC',ll arms., tire, VC:~~oke .. 
contaot with neg results. At 1415 Dontllit.t'l k~~~lO lifted to LZ.via,:: ~r'll,/: 
015208 and secured LZ for Command Gr~"~·~l)$' 'C..'i/t~45 Company C, no 0912'; 
was Holo lifted to vic 064242 ,after copplotiilg' sweop of area. At 1615 
Company B coordd56200 received a.pproximately seven rounds smal1a:t'1ll8 
firo £rom. three snipers in the seme vic. COIDparliY B retuIt).od approxima.teJ;r 
40 rounds automatic and 30 rO\Ulds semi automatic weaponsf:tr9. VC 
broke oontMt. Checkod area with neg'results. l;,t· 1629 Company C coord 
075286 oaptured eiS'lltboxe~ of VC'medical equipment, consisting of surgioal 
tools bandages elld na.rcotica. All were forwardad to 5th Mar Regt. 3-2. 
At 16,0';"1st ,En,. 5th Ivla.r Command Group Belo lift to IZ vic 075208 and 
established night dofensive with Companies A,. B, and Ot ro.fer to Enclosure 
1. At 1830 4.2 inch Mortar :Battery was Relo lifte~ to LZ0'7520,8 in 
gonoral support, and Ho10 lifted back to Tam ~ at first light on D+2. 
At 1700 Company ~ ooord 075206 approh0ndod ono VCS who was scroonod and 
sent _to 5,th MarB,.egtS-2. At 1800 CompalW B coord. 015206 apprehended 
'm~ ves soreon~~ and'roloased ona and sentona to 5th Mar Rogt 8-2. 

• . I "'," • ,. • '.. • . 

o~ -D+2 -(8 August 1966) :At 0730 all Companies A, 13, end C .and 
COIl'lmalld G:coup commenced movemont toward assigned objectives, sea enclosure 
#2. At 0930 Company :s coord. 075213, obsorved two snipers one at ooord 
077214 'and one at 079215. ·Fired.approximately five rounds small arms 
fire at Holo's. Oompany B firod approximately ;0 rds small arms tiro at 
VC o.n.d. observed ana knOCKed dowri: by fire. Checked ,area. I,lOthing found. 
E&tiIDato onVC ,iIA probabl~. At 1300Ccimp8nlf C Goord 080~08capturod one 
Frenoh ma.de 30 Cal'bolt action !tifle with -four 30 oal rounds, one VC 
bll?..ok uniform, two 50 oal machine 'gun ropair kits and two booby trapod 

,20:plIll. :rounds. Thc'1rwo booby traps. woro 4ostroyod in placo and all other 
oquipment w:is_ forWarded to' 5th Mar Rogt &.-02. l .. t 1440 OompaIlY. B coord 
106214, re.oeived approXimato~ ten rounds snip or fire frOID t~ . snip~rs 
in the' samo' vicini ty. Company -If 1'0 turned appronma. tely 30 rounds small 
arms fire and two LAWS. VC ~roke oontaCt. Aro~ was checked with'negative 
results. At 1545 Company 13 ooord 109218' reoeived approximatelY'12 rounds 
small arma fire from estimated six snipers. Company] returned Approximatoly 
20 ~ounds automatic and 15 rounds semi automatio,weapons fire. 'hlso 

'six oamm mortars whioh wero observed on target. Estimate two va ~ 
probable. At 1610 alltinits established night defensive pos:i,tions. See 
enclosure #2. " " ' 

d.' - :0+3 (9 J.ilgus t 1966) I il. t C!l 00 a.l1~ompM.ios' and COIll1ll8nd group 
oommonced sweep ~award assigned obj, refer·to enclosuro #3. At 0905 

, 'Company C coord l3022~ ,1'Gooi ved 1'i vo rounds sniper tire hom' one sniper 
dool:d i36220.Comp~C returned apI>roxima.te~ thirty-five founds small 
axms fire. Vp broke contact.ll:ro.L\ was searched and foUnd one l"tJaa }6 
submaohine gun with one magaaine conta.ining n.anty roundS. 9ID1 ammo. 
\Iee.pon E'lld magazine was forward' to' 5th Marine Regt 5-2.. .b.. t 0945 Company 0 
coord 130221 received six rounds sniper, fire from one snip~ in -:a,ame 
Vicinity'. Comp~, C returned twenty. rounds . small arms fire, throe M79 
:counda end one law~ v~r broko,oontaot- with'Neg' results. L.t l030Comp~ 
H&S coord127216 ~eciei~cd seven rounds snipe~_fire from one snipor 
_o~ord 127217. , 'Qompa;ny H&S sustained on-USMC, WIt'.. and returnedapproximE'.t~ 

. 25 rounds small armS fire·.' Sniper. broke co:ntact and USMC WIli' was 
eme:cgency Holo eva.cuated to D Mad. At :1,3+0- Comp~' C: 'coord 134225 

"'. . ' ~ .- . . .. 

~~:' . ~L ',~ } J . 

.. ~ ".,:-;': ~ . • F 
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_ ;-~, ,;~ re1o~ei~::vEed appro !!Mutely, ~i,ght rO,unds, small 2~S We £,~omhf~l9f:,~,o?rib':\~;I~ 
• . 134~27. Company C rOWl!€d, [tpprqj:~-I-~t'>r g1Xty rounds auto~ti&)~on:s' 

'" fire andtbree M-79~9,v.hds; "'obs~ivt.ifM'~.tId kil'.ocke?,':tlomby"fire. 
, Searohed aroa but wa.s.I,':(J.llablc~o locdcv0 1()d¥. Estili~~- :(ft1e[liffJ KIA 

",,, ", 
- .. /=., 

'·prollabl~. l~t lilOlJ}oipany 1. ooord 153219 ,rccHved ~~~pa:_tEJ1y 
,,' tworl;ty"-rot'.trl..clS small axms fire from six VC coord '55213~-;Tccr.ompany 

A -r6turned, seventy rounds small arms fire, aight M;..79 r_QUnds and six 
6Onnmortars! ' Estimate two VC KIA probapl~; 'At.. 1613 Company C coord 
1692~1 received one round sniper fire fr9JJ:h:;~~d,167219_ and sustamed one 
USNC Wll. C,ompany C returned t~n roun~:)'Smii1~-,:~~:'j:ire" VC broke 
oont:-?t. ;1N,L{l.wasmed evac to p~ed. Lt:,l~}G':Pi.>~~A.t\y B coord 180220 ap­
prGlidnd.cui one VCS who was ·so~ecned and sent to 5t:p. ,Ma,{~:t,l~,:Reg~ent 
3-2. At'1640 all companies and, command group established-'n±gh~ defensive 

, ,,-.... positiop.;Vic 17'9221, refer to Enolqsure #3. .At la45C6mpa~ C coord. 
'-,. -.J82.?~2 during J;.Qsupply via Helots observed sniper, coord 186214 fire 

. ",.",a:p:r):t'oX:i.roo.telr fiye) rOunds, at Helo.. Company C fired twenty-five :rounds 
smDJ.1 arms fir~ ~.nQ. t~o'(;}. PDmm mortars at sniper. Sniper fiJ:"e geased 
V!'ith neg results. At 1915Co:triPJJ.n;Y'\1~ coord 182235: during rosl;lpp:J.y via 
Helo's, observed sniper ooor.d185248 fi:rei;en rounds .. at Helo',s .. 'Compan;v 
A fired fifty rounds automatio woa.pons fire ~d-'tw'a;;Lll.WS atsmper. 
Neg results. -. . 

~ :.; .:.:::;::: . ' 
!': 

c~ D+4 (to1ugust '1966):'At'0620 Company C coo~d'183227 observed 
, _two ye with;weapons running across rioe pad-d¥. Company C fired ten 
','. ':i'¢unds small arIIlS fire and ;ki~led o,no VO, captured one CRICOM 7 •. 62 

.. :- "'j- ,*,:r'ifl"o ,$,lld: wounded othe~ _VO"who escaped leaving Im,-ge trails of blood 
bQliu.~!.'_ :vt~aponl:,!as forw~ded 1:;.0 5th Marine -Reginlent ~2. One VC l{Ill. 
coni'irmtJ<i"pnd>' o,ne, veWIA. l~t 08tO,2mtplt, Oompany B Helo lifted to 
vic 182204: ,and-conducted sweop .... o.,f area~': At 0830 all companies, loss 

',·r,~ "'i :2n.d;'plt B,Ooopai1y" and command' :~up commenced movement toward assigned 
",.'Qb=ji,,~ il.t 1000 '~9mpany ii. coord a002'27r:eceived twenty" rounds ,sPJall arms 
~; '"fii'e:r f#,9m threo,. snipe±s. Compan;v 1. ro~~9-° sixtY, rounds small arms 

"i'ifor.:--: VC broke -contact with:nog:roflUlts. '·1.t 1005 Company -C ooord 
,:,"'}P6~2.~,: su~ta:4i~~::~.one USNC Wr1;,~:~~ <to.i'itcc:i,dontal dischargo of WP rifle " .~- " 

<1 ,'g-raUM.-e. W:;U~:wal;3. helo evacuated f;o ':n Med. :At 1009 Company C ooord 
C_'.. _. 263~:?f loce.tad.,s. 500 Ib bomb-and dO$troyed'it in place with demolations.'-

. ',',',!, ;)It;t;lOO 2nd pIt, CompmlY B coord 18~204cop.pleted thorough searoh of 
::;J_-~')"xoa vic 182204 and was Helo lifted to vic 213225 where they linked up 
,~".c!V:ith CompanyB. At 15-10 Company :h. reoeived r-pproximatcly ,120 rounds 

,"JiJ!I:A end app~oximatoly 15 incoming mQrta.rs believed to be' 60nnn from 
estj,matod 20, VC dug in._Oompaxw, A assia,1..1-1 ted VC position vic 2:?824b 
and came under heaVy firofromestima toll, 1 30 VC in the same vicinity 
receivod ll~erous bUrsts of ,oa.utomatlc;':wqapons fire and smaIl arms. 
Comp8.py 1 .. iletu,rned approximately 1800:iroUnds automatic and semi automatio 
weapons fire, nuo.erouS-M-79 rounds, and IJlW'S, also 40 rounds of 60nnn ' 
mortars. Company j~ was in constrintC'ontac_t: with VO froI)l period 151(J to 
1940~' CompE''W' iLwe.s ora,crcd to retuxn to I/5 ~n~ perimeter. Refor:lio 
Enclosure'-j¥4 .. , 'Total :VCKIA confirmed by body count 62, es'timate 10 
va K:rJ~probablo and 2S:ye,WIl: .. prE>'D'able., 'USMC casualties sustained 

::~y' C-ompallY J.~ 4 KIA and:"16 YJIA. ,':-iOlSi3 r/5 En-':' Comma.p.d ,Group received 
e.pprorimately seven rounds' incoming mortars, believed to be 6Omm'. No 

, causili tics sustained. 1515 Company C coor1lL 2302)6 received approx, 
600:"roimds automatio an!i scm~ automatic weapons fire from cS,timated 85 

- VC ooord 230240. ,C9mParlirC refurneiit approx 1600 rounds a;utomatio and 
~emi. automatic wei3.pons' l'ire- also numorous M-79 rounds and LAWS. Compa.tl\f 
C 'assaUlted_VO position constantly roceiving burst of automatio weapons 

, . ,." fire. Company C was ip 'constant cOIl;tact with va from period 1515 to 1845 
~j~t,;~ry'O -.z. 7, 'UNCUSSlRm' &" , 
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v .. ~ C was~ordored .i!;o:rotll1'tf't,., 1/5 :;:In. perllter. Refer \~:~,_o::. 

enc1osure)¥4. Tptal confirmed'VO I:{rA·~D. E:si:imate;1.1 VO KIl'. and 3"5 va~"':, 
'm probab.le.': .'r'otaJ. casualitios Sl~Gta.;u"'r.J..~ Compaw- C worea. 1 flAts ,""',~~~,~ 

ap.d"' 21 WIl~ Is. .1.520 ~]}~ :s coord 229232 w:.s in reservo ~d commi tted '(~;; 
"tp,l'~Mds1; . Cottage ll •. OOClP~) B recoi v~d approx 300 ro~ds automatic 
wbapons ~d'semi auto~atie woapons.fire from'[~ estimated 7P-80 VOl' 
COt.ipa.ny B re·ttirned apprqx· Joo.~.()und~ automat1c· and semi automatic' 
weapons :i,ire, several M-7.9and lJ;i.W1s. Also approximately AG rds 60mm 
mort.?..rs.· CompalV B oontinued tho' :a.~sault of VO positions and bogan 
reooiv~. incoming mortars believed to be 60mm mortars. Air strike 
wp~rcquestoa and fired diroct hit on target area. Company. B w~ ordered 

. to. return to i/,Dn,;' '3 perimeter'. Company:B was in conEltant contact 
with VCfrom'period 1520 until approximately 1935 •. Total va Klf~ oonfirmed 
by bodyoount 22, estimate 18 VO KI.lJ. and 30 VO Wll probable. ·pCpp~n 
sus ~~nad 3. XI{~.~s,~d . ~2,.W~ ,s.. ;'., , .,;j' "':~~, c'.r .. :".5; 

.. ' ", -i 

_ .. f • . :D+5 (11 1>.ug·i966): .ill units remained.: in 'defe'nS:ive positions. 
See enc:l0.stire· #Jj. At 0900 Company B coord 233236 a.pprehended one VOS 
who had VC documents in his possession. IIowa.s screened and sent to 
5:foh Mexincs Regiment 5-2.' l..t 0910 Cl9tip~ A coord 230234,{l.ppt'ehended 
one ves who admitted being ave supplier. Be wa.s screened and sent to 
5th Marine Regiment 8-2. All units remained in S2llle defensive positions 

~-<,"9;8"''4 L.ug 1966. See enclosure #4 e.nd 5- lit 1945Compatty:O coord 229234. 
During He+o resupply .observed two sniperts.fire to.n.rounds small arms' . 
at tIeIo from coord 226240. Oo.mp8.!I\V B fired app:rOximately. 4Q rounds. aut6-
mE'~tic weapons fire and obser.ved ,?rie,~VC hit bY.J.4'e •. 'I3,of,Avp' :esca.~cd"" 
one'VO ·WI.A.'t .4~....?q30'~OqmIEny 1:i,eoord, 232240 ·'o1:)se.r"tqd .~1lli':VC .with ,', 
weapons orossing a '»~9Y.';) pompf.l.i\Y' ~ sprung a. :Squa.q._'.i.~puah firing , 
a~j)rpximf!1-tely' 150 rQ~dS'"H;jincnl a!:IllSfirc. ·Ki11inga1t,·,.fo~.VOt iilJld ... 
Wl. thOrow .:' 0ther YQyj;n area;'estimated to be plt .. ;j,n ... s-t~ngth ... Dead 

'.. . . . . 'j-" . , .. va wb~e ,not checked. duo torapid:'"Withdrawe1.· '. ":):1::' .,.;. 
. i'i" .,,~'·;L,.:r. ',':. . .-

. go •. "'~ .(12 l~Uo"'Ust 1966): • ;,At ·0415 command group in" defensive 
perimeter.' coord 231238 received a.pproximatelY four incoming mortars 
and sust:.1:inod. two KIA 1s. Compa.n;Y: A perimeter reoeived fOUL!,J~Qr.t:B.JZsand 

. throe l"o)Jllds 51mm RRts~.ll.lso app1'".oxiro.ately fifteen ro~c1~cs~[l:l a..rr:is . , 
·fire.Cbmpa.rliY B retUrned approximately 60 rounds small ~~ f;irQ:-.,and 
observed ~mo VC knocked down by fire. Total·XIIi.~s susta:lped;'!q~ee' . 
U8110, WI1:'s sUstained,nine. i.t 0730 all companies and cO~'land group',,::. 
comm:oncod' movomont to Tam!W. ,At 0840 Company i~ coord 25J?5J t;r:ippod 
ona booby trapped tre.g grenade sustaining onG USMC WIll. who.~~:..·mod 
evacuated to D Mod. .At 0905 Company 1~ coord 256256 tripp'eA,q~e booby 
trappod trag grenade, sustaining two USMO WL~ IS6 Both we,re:e~a9uatod 
to D ~lGd~ At 1145 an units and command group arrived T#: ~,a.nd e.a­
tablished night defensive posi tiona .• : See enclosUre #6 •. : Ex:cep-:t; O.QmpeolW 
A who displaced to,hl.ll 29 to provide socurity for 2nd Bh, ~~::t.th Harmes. 

! '~~.i', . ..... I - _ • ' 

h;. D+7 (13 1.ugust i966 )t At. ),845 eompa.~ Dand eo~d,Group.­
displacod to Hill 29 vic 228320' to-linkup with Company 11 an(l~ Pta,v:i,de 
sacuri i;y for 2nd ~n, 11th MclXinas. Company C remained in def,GnsiYEl .' 

-position ~~ Tam, R'iY. . ' . :1_.::~; .l:.~ . 
I· .. ' 

:!~'-;Dta (14 J~~st1966): . Oompalv11.and Band Coinmand G~O~P'~-'~: 
remained':irl Dill 2'9, Company 0 remained at Tam .. ~ wi tl:tncg co~tMt. 

, . , ~ ".: p.,' • 

, . ;j,~' 1)+1). (15 AUgust 1966):.·1200COt1paniOff'J3,' C; ~d COIlll:lalld G:roup 
-t •••• noyoct ·to Ilill. 54 and Bcol,tt'od:'.from O:r)orn"tion CO~ili.lJlO.Qo.t...;:-";nod at- . 

. ·r.dll~9 t? .. ,provide security for 2nd Bn, 11th Mar. UN~ 
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(b) VC ICI.h. Probable .. ' .54 (bb) Fri6nd.l.i,t WJJ~ lOP 

J (0) VO WIA Probable 91 (oc)~1endlY non-hOstile "I 
(d) vee o 

(e) VCS- 11 

(2) Equipment and Material 

....... ~: .-it .• 

(a) ; ChiO-om 1 .. ssua1 t type Rifles 

(b) 2 Chicom Machine Guns 

(c). 2 ChiOom Carbines 

(d) 1 57mm Rcooiless Rifle MOunt 

(Q) . 1 hunoh 9mm. Sub.~ohino Gun 

(f)L. LMA8-36 

. (g) . 1 wooden' training ririe 
", ~ . 

(h) Rounds llJDmO 

(t) Entrenching Tools 

(j) ChiCom i1agazines 

(k) ,Drum Matazjne 

(rt·tRazor ' 

(m) "Hats (2 Camouflaged) 

(n) Grenades (Dcstpoyed) 

. (0) Cartridge Belts 

(p) Canteens 

(q) .Rockets andContaiilers 

(r), Cleaning. Rod 

'(s) :race" 

(t.) 'Mo&t 
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Dishes (u) 

(v) 

(w) 

J~o Poaches 

Grarmde Pouches 

(x0 i)onchos 

(y) Paok 

(z) Sandals 

(aa) Hammocks 

(bb) ElqJended Rds W(BOlt 

(oc) Khaki Uniforms. 

(dd) Fountain Pens 

(ee) Wet Stone 

(rf) Holders (Camouflaged) 

(gg) Sight Me.A.-tar (61l'fi'I) 

3 

2 

4 

1 

6pr 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

(hh) Medioal Equipment, Vintnamooso, henoh, Ohinese 
~l) Dandijgos 3 

{2) Dottles 3 

(ii) ilssorted Tools 7 

(jj) Training Booklet 1 

(Irk) Francs (Viotnamoeso, French, Chineoso) 

(~l) Assorted Doouments 

(mm) 57mm Recoi~ess Rifle JJnmO 2 Rounds 

(nn) Medical Supplies ( Surgical tools, bandages 
narcotics, and empty penioillan bottles) 

3 

12~ ~inistrative Matters 

..:.: 

~ SupTlly Maintenance. Becauso' of the excellent job by personnel 
of liST and the Battalion both at the LSAand forward units no matters -,. ., 

. of an unusual nature occured 

b. CasuaJ. tioh . Evacuation. was ~ellent due to tho immodiato 
re~~9n?Q '·9~.~licopter. 

::~_ ". '~i' ~'<' .' .~c . 
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o •. ComIllJhnioa tion 

. (~) Battalion COIlllnunicat.ivzk for Ooeration C'OLORADO was 
........... _ .. -_ ... dapendent on the AN!pro-47, AN/pro-41and ANj'prO-2S. . .. 

. (2) ·Th.eJJ.f/prc-47 aM. AlI!prc-41 proved exoellent to outstanding. 
The only trouble encountered was with theAN/pro-47 .when & heavy cloud 
coverage prevailed. 

(3) The AN/pro~25 proved quite dependablohowever due to 
great distances and mountains between stations all communicator~ 
depended on rel~ stations both ground and air. Also the Battalion 
utilized locally manned relay sights using a field expedient RC-292 
and lJi/prc25. Tho RC-292 proved most v~uable. 

(4) At all times the Battalion was in constant radio <;lontact 
with the regiment. Communioations was good to exoellent throughout 
the Opere,tion. 

13 Commander's Analysis. 

a. The major portion of the operation was relative~ ~vent­
ful except for scattered sniper fire.. However, on D+4 an' estimated 
twa Main Force battalions were encountered. It is' firmly believed 
that those units were in the process of cxtablishing an ambush, 
on well""Considorod terrain when they themselves woro suprised by 
tho 'laad elements of this Battalion. Security was well-out to the 
front, flanks and roe.r~ As a'rosult, it is folt tho.t this ene.bled 
the Br.1"i;tulion to react properly to the situation at hand and' to 
neutraliz~ tho clement of suprise tho anemy had hoped to attain. 

b. Tho helicopter support rendered by MAG-36 w).s particularly 
noteworthy. During the late afternoon and early evening of D+4, 
those helicopters made repontod trips into the battalion perimeter 
to deliver ammunition and reinforcements and evecuate casualtios. 
Almost univorsally theso landings and takooffs wero mndo through 
intensivo ground fire thnt couldno't be suppressod. by tho troops 
on tho ground. 

c. Artillery end Naval gunfiro was well planned and exocuted. 
It is felt the¥t those supporting arms prevented tho onemy fram massing 
and lcunchingan attack on tho battalion perimetor during th0 night 
of D+4. 
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