DECLASSIFIED

(24

| — E@m@mﬁng@

1st Battalion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division, (Rein), FMP

HEADQUARTERS

FPO, San Francisco, 96602'

Froms Commanding Officer

To: Commanding Officer, 5Sth Marines

Subjs Command Chronology

Reft ia% Div0 3480,1

00 583-66 |
|COPY 1D, GF g

Encls (1)~ 1st Battalion, Sth Marines Command Chronology for the
: period 1 September to 30 Septembe:r 1966.

(2) ~Chronological Sequence: of Events,
3} v After Action Report NAPA.
2 E - Operation Order: Monterey.
- After Action Report MONTEREY.

5

1. In accordance with references {a) and (b), enclosures (1) thru

(%) are submitted herswith.

2. This chronology includes all pertinént -and sighnificant infermstion
as defined in references (a) and (b).
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1« The foliIcWing orgalnzatlonal data is sumbltted: h

Desi @g&or[l.ocatlon. During the ‘month of Septem‘oer the Battalion
~oocupled a position on Hill 54 ahd contlnued. to control it's assigned
TAOR. The Battallon is composed of a Headquarters Company and four rifle
companies. - i C e SO , k

be Period Covered. From 1 September 1966 to 30 September . 1966.

Ce Personnel .Ass1 mment/Attachments.

1) Commanding Officer LtCol Harold L. COFFMAN R
: (1=18 September 1966)

' LtCol Edward R. WATSON
. : (19-30 September 1966)
| (2) Exccutive Officer Maj Bayard S, PICKETT
(3) 1" WO Johii . THIONEY
(4) s-2 | -‘1"st£t ROnald»‘vBENIGO )
C(5) =3 Capt Robert A mmw o
(6)3—4 ' L o 'Capt George J. S']IRE'MIOW
e (7) CO H&S Compamr S Ga.pt Fra.nc:Ls M. KAUFFIJIAN "
(a)“’&’o, Company- i o _',capt Matthew Te. cooym |
o (9) co, Company B, o | Capt John P T. SULLIVAN
o (a0) co Conpany C R <‘£-Gap'l: Marsha.ll B. DARLING -
(11) o, Gompany b ?»i7capt John 5. CARTY '

E.e_r_a.gn.n.e.l_

(1) Avera.ge monthly strength: |

(a) USMC - . : OFFICER - 26

 ENLISTED 968 N |

('b) USN.  OFFICER .. 3 o o |
ST mmm o IE@[LL\S&%W{FHEI
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(2) Present on board strengthi

(a) USMC  ORFTOR 27
' ENLISTED: 986

(b) UsN  OfFISR 3
g ENLISTED 49

(3) Current oritical shortages basgd on Mamning Level -are:as
followst

MoS " BAY GRADE

NUMBER
0302 0-1/2 1
0239 ‘ B 1
0369 : CEaT 2.
10848 S B7 1
2539 : E~6 1
2543 B-6 1.
o4 5 4
0311 - E-5 30
9431 - E=5 1
5711 " B=5 1

b, Intelligence

(1) During the period’ 1 Septeibet 1966 to 30 September 1966, tho
8-2 continued ‘to provide the Order of Battle within ‘the. Battalion TAGR
and -areas outside the TAOR for p0531ble ‘future ‘operations, In addition,
the S=2 Section is ‘providing the Battallon with a Black List of known
Y0 in- the TAOR.. This list and: close cooperat10n.w1th local officials, of"
$he. hy Tin District have resulted in the epprehen51on of four known VC
and six VOS within the Battalion TAOR. ‘ .

(2) Durlng Operation Napa, 5 September 1966 107 Sepuember 1966,
the 5-2 Section processed the follow1ng captured eneiy equlpment and
docunents: two Thompson Sub-Machlne guns, one. ¢rossbow,. three maga21nes
and assorted documents, empty cartridge casedy two ID cards, ‘one mapy
‘one hunhdred-sixty rounds +45 cellber ammunition and 1tems of 782 gesar
and uniforms.

(3) The S-2 Boouts ‘have Hgen’ employed as security elements for
‘the movement of the. Command @7 up and a8 1ntelllgence asszstents ‘fo
‘Company Commenders, At the_c ibat. base, the scouts are used -as. securlty
elements in night defen51ve pos1u10ns 1n addltlon 40" mannlng weapons
sights, infra red,. which are employed 1n ‘the. aefen51ve perlmeter.

(4) As a-result-of Operutlon Monteeey, 29 September to. 30
September 1966, elements of this Battallon accountcd £or one VC: Wi
(probable) and one VOS, The VCS wds forwarded to. 12th DT4 at Quang Ngai
for fyrther disposition, On D—Dey, elements of the Battallon beodame
engaged on two separate ‘Occasions ' .;é'.pers with
cach oontact lasting for a shortyperidd:. No furtherweppositlon Was

encountered duping the operation. '
y =3y | LASSIFIE
PIGE 2 .!E@(m W )

S R e W -
DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

- c;.‘ I.og:.stlos @E@ﬂ,ﬂgg“ﬂ:qﬂ_} o

A cement deck has been complated :Ln the pot ohaﬁk ror tho i e
galleye:Road improvement has continued by the 9th ‘Engineers and’ o
currently the:roads;are being’ w:Ldened to 22 feet. This road when ‘oome="
plete should:give an all weather oapablllty for resupply of artlllary

units in general support of -the 4 1v1s:Lon. In addition to the galley:.
at Hill 54, two compeny size galleys located at Chu Lai and Hoa Vinh Than
are in operation as is a pla.toon size galley. MCE 40 is in the process
of drilling a well, with a view towards establ:.shlng a water po:t.n‘b
within the base ,amp E1'CA. TR -

de Qoramu¢i;911:

( '-'!«) - Commmicaticn o the Ba.tta.lion level was entirely dependent
of FM, HF¥ and SHF radio equirmente 411 voice redio nets were terminated
by the AN/PRC»25, AN/PRCmq.? During this reporting period all radio
. equlpment provod very rolizble con91d.er:.ng the weather conditions,

(2) rf’be telet\rpe was. dependent on land line and proved very
reliable even though the area experienced damp weather. 4% all tlmes the
receptlon on both racho and 'beletype was excellent.

e

A:.r Supgort
(:) I}ur:mg September the following air activities took places

Total-helicopter requests sent 18 .
Total troop lifts requested 2, number. of troops 7
Totel VIP requested 1, number personnel 7
Totel spot snd observe 6
Total unit combender requested .2, number of personnel 5.
Total recon requests 3, number personnel B
Total logistics requested 4
.ﬁ Total med evacs requested 14

R}

(2) During Operation Napa, two armed ‘VH~1E aireraft provided
convoy escort from-Hill 54 to Tam Ky on D~-1, On D~Day, two HU=1E gire
craft again provided convoy escort. from Tam Ky to the Battalion dig=
mount pointe Six H=34 aircraft were. used on D—Day for evacuation of
casualties. In addition, two armed UH-1E aircraft wers continually on
station during daylight hours, Three He34 aircraft accompanied by armed
H*2E airorafty evacuated threec casualties on D+l. Additionallyy two
and oue half tons of rice were relocated to Tam Ky on D+1. One re-
supply mission, made up of six H-34 aircreft, brought in supplies on the
evening of D+1, Threc medical evacuations were performed on D+2, and
two H-34 alrcr"ft provlded convoy escort for the Battalion back to
Hlll 54. - :

S nﬁ@w%“@“@
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(3) During Operation Montery, four H=34 aircraft were - . . . .:
located at Hill 54 for resupply and med evace Two HU-1E aircraft pro-
vided helicopter escort on the movement to and from the objective
arce. On arrival at the discmbarkation point, 2 fixod wing aivdraft and .
2 HU-1E aircraft were on station for close air support end there=': .
after on fifteen minute alerts, Throughout the deylight howrs bird-
dog aircraft provided ohservaliion in the objective area. E

fo Artillsry Suppori

(1) Duxing the month of September 1966 artillery supported
1stBn, 5thMar i. operacicns conducted both inside and ocutsids of the
Battalion Til7. ‘ : o

(2; “Hillery wraopert durlng 0perpt10n Napa oeonsisted of pre-
planned fu_u \n-call fimez, will-adjust missious, H%I fires, NGF,
end illuminaiione. Evenis concerning artillery erc as followss .

{a) Successful firing of preplamned fire in an area that was .
to be used as the battalion night defensive position. Fuze delay was :
uged to alttemnt to desbroy any booby traps in the area.

(b) Sudcessful firing of an on-oall, do not load mission
on a possihls.¥C ambushe When VC sprung the ambush, the mission.was fired_’
dmmediately blocking the VC, resultlng in 5 confirmed VC KIL by a
Marine rifle conoany.

(o) TFiring of night defensive fires on a VC escape route,
with excellent effect on terget. The next morning extensive blood
trails were found on the escape route.

(4)- Firing of HAX's within 500 meters of the battalion's
perimeter, ‘ o

‘ (3) Artillery activities in support of 1stBn, Sthiay TLCR .
consisted of the followings:

(2) 16Sep: Piring of an illumination mission after a
Marine patrol sprung an ambush, resulted in the confirmatica of .ona VO
KThi and the =apiure of an enemy automatic Weapon.

(b) 228ep: Firing of an illumination mission on &
Marine position believed to be the target of a VO suicide mission.
87 roundas of continuous illumination was fired.

(e) 23Szp: PFiring of a will-adjust mission on 30 VC,
97 rounds of HE were fired. Therc was no confirmation of VG KIi or WLis

(&) TPiring of H&I's on confirmed and suspected VC positions,
trails, OP's and supply points and assembly areas. H&I's were pleétted

in a pattern 50 a8 %0 try to channelize VO into ilarine ambushes. Fuze
delay was flred on arees known to have trench lines and caves,

PAGE 4 DE@‘LB&%@)Q@@SURL (1 )
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() AEtillery c'ap'abilit'i‘es“ diiring-Operetion Monterey consisted
of E Btry, 2ndBn, 11thMa.r in ‘direct support end L: Btry""4,tth, 11thMar
in general supports - ‘The only' artillery.-supporiing: Lizes & - LD

during ths two day operation were the H&I's fired-on’thel nlght fofin T

29 Septembors Farlier that day a- HE will adjust mission was called in
on a VG vulew;eg bat d-nJ.wb m recelvmg clearance ca.used ca.ncella.t:.on

of the missiony -~ ST A

Medic: ﬂ. Uivie Achion Progrem continued throughout the
scale. zvy Corpsmern "trec.ted 36435 Vietnamese oivilians
i 3L Seven <f thase casés were secrious etiough to require
dical Battalion at Chu Iai, ‘Additionally,
nfficials in eduwin’stroting approxe 500
hanh Villeges' Ten cazes -of -soap were dis-
+the Med Cap patrols, and-léectures concern—
given by the four Viciaamese nurses being

during the :
medical
our Copung
plegiie
tributed in-
ing health and Ij jgiene WOrS
bra-lned b’j the un Corpo'nenn
”.,‘ I"ﬂrty 1bs. of uloth_mg wefe donatecl to- the v1llage Chief
for distribution to needy families in Ky Chanh - ll age. ‘Fifty kilos of .
rice were alzn donated for distribution to these sams familiess
Basket neliz and volley balls were distributed to the six villege
schools, #chool kits consisiing of paper. pens, pencils and books have
been ordeced tut have yet to be received. Ldditionally, six bags of
cement were distributed for minor repairs in these same sochool
buildings.

(3) The lefter part of the month céincidsd with the degininz of
the Vietnemese rice harvest. Marines provided security during Operation
"Golden Flaecce" to proteot the harvest from Viet Cong collectors.

h. Dodical
(4) Porsonnels Five additional corpeuen were assigned to stBn,
5thMar this mcnth., The total strength of corpsmen now stands at 49.
Effective atrenghh is now 43. BAS personnel perticipated in Operation
N4PL and Mont BrEYe

(2) Medicalt Malaria continues to be the chief medical
problam, Kina nases of malaria were diagnosed in September. Of these
‘nine, thres zases weve P. Vivaxe The other six were P. Faluporume

Daily fogging of the area with mosquitocide has continued as much as
possitle. This has been hampered to a degree by a somewhat reluctant
fogging erparasus. dapairs oa the machine cre now in progress,
Tuberculin shin tssis have been administered to the majority of "BY
and "C" Compznies, Where was ons convergion from a negative to a
positive in these companies. The individual has been scheduled for
chest fl_m and started on JNA., Further Skln testing will be done as

goon &8 Tors T TBD is obtained. 'F@‘l S)n FHE@
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{3)- Sanitations Generzl sanitation w:.thin the camp area.
contlnues to. improves The most noteble :unprovement ha.s been the .
concrete deck for the pot shacke More adequate dr.lnage.;n the
shower areca hes also been gcoompllshed. L

g ptember, 3643 civilian pa'blents
-cdition 500 plague immunizations were

had ben‘l * '
g.LVGl’l o o«

e

. U10 aireraft on
Yo R, <he first

o Hal progreom and old of the good

red at -the hewds of 4ae Vietnamese -

£t advertised Openx ©. "Golden Fleece'™,

protect the rice harvsss from falllng

J%rines YA

“'Ltional.'“,, 40,000 leaflets were dr.pved over the TAOR

i

explaimirg rowards offerzd for information ec ncbrnlng the
Llocation 'Hersonncl or suppliess

as
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f-CHRONOLOGICAL SEQUANCE OF EVANTS -+ p:ig

1. o1 Sep66 I\Tegatlve contact ‘tnroughout the da;)r. o

021245, -2nd PLt. Company: B, 6D mission, coords (BF 349168), ‘ﬁ"‘«

rece:v'cd 10 xds 'gup.., flre F_‘ro*z estimated 4 VC. Patrol returned 2 .-
M-79 »ds and oo 140 ¥4s fwall crmps fire, and observed 1.VC . - .. .
k.:oc-l.).\,,l. dov 5 wag immedietely dragged off by other VC.

; it was Unable to regam ‘co,ntact. One VC~

‘was on: 1stBn,
. was forwarded -

45 'Yégative CUITECE tnroughout Hhe ddv ;,

5. G414 Jompeny E Y “.,rin, S'thMa.r OI’GUN ‘bo 107 3y Sﬂﬂ’la:c for
“duratica o ~ation N” A.

6. L4t “imend Group and Gompaniss By ans. D, displaced to Tam .

Ky for cw o of 0perat10n NAPA.

Te Ci8zp88 DoDay Operatlon NAPA :
(2) C5iCz52 Company C, (BT 233253), received 3 rds sniper fire
from onc saiper..No .fire was returned. Unable to determlne locat:.on o.f.‘

VC due o thick vegetation.

(¥) 051120H Company D,. (BT 241258)y received 6 rds sniper fire.
from an. estimated 6 snipérs at (BT 246457)s Company D returned.12 rds .

emall arms fice, and observed one VC knocked down by fire. VC broke S

contac“ .«m,r ‘bed area, found noth:.ng. Dstlmate one V¢ WIL probable.

22H C0mpan,/ D (BT 232248), recelved approx. 50 rds

» from an e';tlma.ted 10 VC at. (3T 230243 ). Gom—_ze.ny D.

. 50 rds smell arms fire and “wo 60mm mortarss. VO
«a was not.checked.. Notlfled. %1dBn, Sthhar Lrom: whoso

fire c.mee T T :

osb,qoa cgmﬂw-~'3 (BT 227157), approhended 2 VO, Ono.

) Wreened and forwerded to 5thMar. S-2.
[

3 oexime $ire and five LAAW'se Compm C susteined one: USMG .
WIA, who was ovacuatzd to qﬂuﬂu.Bna Area wes u.,c,.-md nothing found,

-
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> T was ddentified by police chief -of Q;u:. | o

R G (EI‘ 225250), reverred 40 rds small a.rms .
A0 V6 a’c (BT 223248) Ccmpzmy C returned approXs’ .
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(£) o%335HE Company D, (BT 225245), received approx, 20 rds
antomatic weapons fire from an estimated 11 VC at (BT 223247). Two
platoons from Company D assaulted VC position and fired approxs 100
rds small arms fire and 4 LAAW'se VC broke contact. A thorough search
of the area was conducted. Five dead VC were found. Alse found were ono .
US sub machine gun and a sack containing miscellaneous 782 gear. The
captured weapon and 782 gear were forwarded to the S5thMar S=2,

(g) 051400H Compeny C, (BT 223249 ), apprehended 1 VC. VC was
identified by police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet. VC was screened and
forwarded to SthMar S-2.

(h) 051430H Company B, (BT 214255), apprehended 3 VC. A1l VC
were identified by police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet as being VO
supplierss All were screened and forwarded to 5thMar S-2,

(i) 051430H Compeny D, (BT 224246), located a dead VC dressed in
black short PJ's. Body was booby trapped with pressure release type
Chi~Com gremade. Booby trap and body were destroyed in places

(j) 051435H Company D, (BT 219249), apprchended 4 VOS. 41l were
screened and forwarded to S5thMar S=-2.

(k) 051600H H&S Company, (BT 213253), apprehended 4 VCo 411 VC
. were identified by police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet. VO were sorsened
and forwarded to SthMar S-2.

(1) 0516302 Command Group and Companies B, C end D, establishsd
night defensive positions.

(m) 051730H Company B, (BT.210225), apprehended one VC female
nurse identified by police chief of Qui Zuan Hamlet. VC was screened
and forwarded to 5thMar S-2.

(n) 051925H Company B, (BT 211254), received 4 rds small arms
fire from =n estimted 2 VC at (BT 214244). Company B returned 4
60mm mortarse VG broke contact. AréaAwas not searched due to derkness.,

(o) -052235H Company B, (BT 212254), in defensive position, was
probed by an estimated 2 VC sguads, VC threw 8 to 10 hand grensdes,
fired 8 60mm mortars and approxe. 80 rds small erms fire. Company B
returned approx. 20 hand grenades, 15 M=T79 rds and 100 rds small sarus
fire. VC broke contact and fled to the northwest. Artillery fire
mission conducted on VC withdrawal route. Company B sustained 2 USMC
WIA'se 4 thorough search of the ares revealed 1 VC KI4, confirmed,

1 US gub machine gun and several pieces of 782 gear. Due to the
extensive amount of blood and signs of bodies having been dragged awayy
Company B estimated 1 VC KIL probasble and six VC WLL probable.

4§;LDSH&E (2)
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(a). 060655H Company Cy (BT 209249), recelved approx. 7 rds sn:.per
fire from 2 snipers at (BT 207245)s Company .C returned approxe. 20 rds
small arms fire and 1 LAAW. A thorough sdarch of the area was conduoted. o
Found noth:mg. :

(v) O60700H Company ¢, (BT 205243), apwreaended 1 Vcs who had.
g:prox. 800 lbs of rice concealed in-his hut. VCS was gent to S5thMar
2¢ . ot o . e

(e) 050835H Compa.ny G (BT 200243), locateﬂd a VC bllletlng areas.
Police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet stated ares was used for Ve Ieohhes o
Billeting ‘area we.s destroyed by fire, a

(a) O6084OH Company C, (BT '200244),""é.pprehonded'One' female VC
indentified by police. chlef of Qui Xuan Hamlet as .‘belng a VC suppller.
VC was ‘acreenad and forwarded to Sthlar S-2, . .

(e) OG‘H}OH H&S Compa.ny, (BT 214255), apprchended “one VG
indentified by police chicf of Qui Xuan Hamlet as being chairman oi‘
Young Woman VC Assocmt:.on. VC was screcned and. sent to 5thMmrS-2. v

(£) 061315H Company B, (BT 233255), trlpped $wo 'bens1on xclsease
booby trapped Chi-Com g:enades buried elong. the trails Company B -
susteined 4 minoxr USMO WLJS. _ N

(g) 061430H Company D, (BT 252256), apprehended one VCB. vcs
was screened and sent 'to 5thMar S-2. B

(n) 061625H Company ¢, (BT 247255), recelved 4 rds -sniper fire o
from 1 sniper at BT 247253. Company C returned 50 rounds S#mall arms fire,
1~ ¥=~79 rds and 3 3.5 rocketss Compeny C sustained one USMC KIA. 4 -
thorough search of the area - wag conducted and 5 VCS were apprehended,
screened and sent to H5thMar 8=2,

(i) e61630H Comnand Group and Companies’ B, C.ond D established
night defensive positions. .. S

9, WSep66 D42

(s) O7CB35H Companies B C (BT 27426A), reOeJ.Ved. BPPLOXe - 50 zds’
automatic weapons fire after log.cq.ng on trucks from an estimated 4 VC.
Companies B and C returned approx. 80 rounds small arms fire, VC.. .
broke contagt and a thorough search of the area wes conducted. Found ,
nothing. 'Gompeny B sustained 3 USKMC WIA's and Company C sustained 2
UsSMC WIAls... - -

(b) O70915H Commem.d Group and Compa.nles B, € and D a.rmved Hlll 54
and secured from Operqtlon NAPL.

PIGES DE@&lggﬁgg%mm(z)
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10, 0709408 Company B, 2ndBn, 5thMar chopped ORCON 1stBn, SthMar

11, O71200E  XC Command Group and Company D OPCON to Chu Lai Defense
Comand.

12. 082005H Sqd ambush 2nd plt Company:C,- coords (BT 388116),
received two rds sniper fire from ar undetormined direction. No fire
wag returned,

13, 0920455 Fire team listening post, Company B, coord. (BT 394136),.
received one incoming hand grenade., Fire team returred two hand
grenades and five rds small arms fire, 81mm mortar illumination was
fireds, Observed nothing. :

14 101330H Sparrowhawk sqd displaced to coord. (BT 462968),
15 101435H Sparrowhawk sqd returned to Hill 54..

16s 110635H Company B, S&D lission, (BT 405109), received approx. 40 .
rds small erms fire from an estimated 2 VC at coord. (BT .405116). No

fire was returned due to distance. Four squads were dispatched to

pursue VC at wic. (BT 405116). Two VC were appreherided, both VC wers

identified as being VC by a popular forces patrol. VC were screened

and forwarded to ITT. -

17, 111230H Company B, S&D mission, (BT 391118), apprehended 2 VCS,
Both were screened and forwardec to ITT.

18. 122125 H&S Company, (BT 397145), fire team listening post

observed 6 VC vic. (BT 394140). Requested mortar fire mission. 81mm

fired 7 rds WP and 16 rds HE, 60mm mortars from Company B fired 14

rds H3 during the firing. 1stBn, 5thMar combat base received 2 rds of

incoming 60mm rds. Sustained 3 friendly WIA's non med evac. VC broke

contact and patrol searched the areca gt first light, Found nothing. : ‘

19. 138epb6 Negative contact throughout fhe days
20. 148ep66 Negative contact throughout the day.

21, 150900E Company B, S&D mission (BT 365157), located and
destroyed ohe tunnel dlmen51ons 25" X 4! X 81,

22, 152120H. Sqd amb Company A, (BT 487103), received 16 rds small
arms fire from two directions (BT 489103) and (BT 490103). quuad
returned approx. 20 rds small arme fire. Searched area. Kothing found.

23, 152200H Sgd amb Company A, (BT 489101), received approx. 20
rds small arms fire from one sniper. Sgd returned 10 rds small arms
firce Secarched arsa. Found nothing.

24, 162100H Sgd amb Company 4, (BT 478142), received 2 rds small arms
fire from (BT 478142). Conducted search of erce, F

..,ﬁp} ” PAGE 4 [)Eﬂ@“il§£§“
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25« 162147H 1st-plt Company & in defenslve p051tlon, (BT 487103),
received one rifle- grenade from (BT 485105) No fire was returned.
Checked area found nothlng :

26, 1710503 ond plt Company C, S&D mission, (BT 396117), observed
5 VC wearing PJ's and carrying weapons travelling in a westérly -
direction at (BT 396103). P1t fired 5 60mm mortars and lost sight
of V0 due to thick brush. 4 squad was dlspatched to check area.
Found nothlng. . 4 )

27, 17Sep66 Operntlon Golden Fleeces 1o Commenclng 155ep66 with- -
in coord.(BT 383163), (BT 372189), (BT 383146), (BT 365141), and

(BT 363159). Two rifle plts with & company command group have been |
continually conducting amtensive dayllght patrols and night ambushes
on routes of approsch and within hamlets and harvesting area. .

2. Initially coordination with local officials requested that 200 lbs
of already harvested rice be moved for relocated villagers. This has

been accomplished. Harvesting proceeding satisfactorily with only

two minor incidents thus far, both happening on 15Sep66 when one VC
tax collector was killed and one tunnel was destroyede Preuently
there is approx. 400 to 500 kllos of rice to be harvested. ’

28, 172300H Plt amb Company C, (BT 405105), sprung an ambush on an
cstimated 7 VC. Plt fired epprox. 400 rds smell axrus fire, VC

returned 2 hand grenades and broke contact. Illumination fire mission ’

was fired: and a search of the area revealed one VC KIA confirmed,
armed with a French sub machine gun. Two minor USHC WIA's were
sustained. A thorough search of the area at first light reveailed
extensive amounts. of blood trails and signs of bodies having been
dragged away. Estimate 2 VC KIA probable. :

29« 17S5ep66 Operation Golden Fleecs contlnulng satlsfactorlly
with negetive results.<,-'“ : :

30, 182250 Sqd sec ptr, Gompany 4, (BT 491139), observed 3.men
at (BT 489138). Upon approaching the men, patrol received 30 rds
antomatic .we@pons fire. Sqd returned approx. 80 rds smell arms fire
and .observed one VC knocked downs . VG .innecdiately broke contact,
assisting the VC that was knocked downe Patrol immediately pursued,
but was unable to regaln contact. nstlmate one VC KIA probable.

31 1BSep66 Operetlon Golden Fleece conilnulng satlsfactorlly. Approx.ff

25 Vigtnamesé hervested in the vicinity of 1500 1bs of gice. There is
approx. - 500 acres of rice remaining to be harvested. No VC contect,

32: 19Sep66 Negative contact throughout the day.

35, 2011558 2nd Plt Company C, S&D missin, (BT 362145), apjirchended -

2 VCS, one female and one mzle. During the process of searchlng them, -
the male bolted and would not halte Plt fired 2 rds small arms fire
killing VC male. 4 thorough seach of VC revealed a mep of Hill 54's
defensive positions.. Map and female VCS will b arded to ITT. One

- VCKLs conflrmed._HQJJ . . : yq
N ‘ PAGE 5E@MQ§§UH 2;)
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34+ 20Sepbb Operatlon Golden Fleece secured. Lpprox. 40 Vietnemese
harvested all the rice this mornings: It is estimated approx.'6,000
kilos of rice were harwvested over ihe padt 5 deyse Within 3 to 4
wecks green rice within this -afea- will again be ready for harveste
Operetion Golden Fleeoe ended today W1th ong 1n01dent T

35, 201815E Company G, coord. (BT 366163), plt ambush, received 3
rds snall erms fire. Plt returned one round small arms fire. Sniper
broke contact. A search of the area was conducted, Found nothing.

36. 21Sepbb6 Negative oontact throughout the day.

37. 222045H 1stBn, 5thhar combat base, (BT 394145), received 3 rds
small erms fire from estimated 6 to 7 VC, (BT 394143 )s No fire was
returned. Illumination fired, observed nothing.

38, 222223H Plt defensive position Company i (BT 514157, received -
one round believed t0 be 82mm morter in frent of position, (BT 511163)
ilso heard voices and movement in same area. Illumination fired.
Observed nothing.

39, - 222235H Squad sec patrol Company 4 (BT 515518), received 3 rds
automatic weapdns fire from (BT 515153 ). Searched area with sentry
dogs. Beljove one VC penetrnted périmeter. Continuous 111um11ut10n
was fired. Nothing was observed.

40. 230030H Fire teanm ilstonlng post 1stbn, 5thhar, (BT 394145),
rcceived 4 rds small arms fire from (BT 392144). Yo fer was returned.
Fired 111um1n9t10n. Obscrved nothlng.

41, 230100H Squad sec patrol Compeny 4, (BT 515158), received
sporedic small arms fire from v1llege (BT 513153 ). No fire returned
Checked area found nothlng.

42, 231335H Company 3(-) S&D mission, (BT 383103), observed approx. - -

30 VC carrying weepons and moving northwesterly (BT 398090 )e arty fire
mission called, fired 2 rds WP and 95 rds HE. Excellent targst

covercge. In the process of searching arca, apprehended 71 Vietnameses

Conpany B seresned them with interpreter. Zstimate 3 VC KLL and 3
WLi all probable. Dispatoched squad to seaxch Hill 99, (BT 398090).

43. 231118H Squad S&D mission Compeny B (BT 575156), located a.nd
destroyed a tunnel 10! long by 3! wide by 3' highe

44.- 232150H Company C IP, (BT 397145), obscrved one VC moving in
vicinity of defensive wire (BT 398145). LP fircd illum. and epprox.
15 rds small arms fire. Scesrched area with negative results.

PAGE 6 | @@@M&%@M‘?
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454 24Sep66 Negatlve oontact throughtout the dzy.

46.v 2510458 31‘& P1t Company C security missior, (BT 382142),
epprehended one VCS female in hut while checking ID eards, VOS° .
apprchended appeared onl 1stEn, 5 thMar black' llst.'VCS-was forwnrded
to ITT-

47, 262040H 2nd: PIt Company C-S&D m1531on, (BT 371149), 1ocnted and
destroyed in" PluGO one booby trap in’ the’ ‘shape of a redio apgrox. )
half the 51ze of a'"C" ratlon cnse w1th a fake antenna.__f‘

N

48. 268ep66 Company B conucted” sweep of 'Ky Xuan Islend with' =~
negatlve contact» o '

49. 2615155 Squad Sd mlssn.on, Company (BT 406114), a.p cnended
3 VCSy two of which appsarcd.on: 18tEn), sthﬁar black liste
were screened and forwarded to ITT.

50. 261800H 3rd P1lt Compeny C S&D mission, (BT 372150), apbrehendcd
one VCS. He was® screened. -and forwarded to ITT on 27Sep66e - -

51e 27Sep66 Negatlve contact throughout the day._

52, 283ep66 Company D chop to tstEn, Sth Mam.nes from Chu. Tiad d.afense
tloommend a.nd returned to Hlll 54.

53a 2BSep66 Compemms K, L and M, BrdBn, 5thiar OPGON 1stBn, 5thMa_r -
for dura'b:.on operat:.on Monterey. )

54, 290845H 3rd Plt Company B squed S 1 mlSSlon, coord. (BT 352164),
e.pprehended one - VGS who was :Ldont:.f:.ed by village hanlet ‘chief as ‘
being & VC, ‘VOS was screcned snd sent to 1stBn,’ SthMar combat base
for further trc_nsportatlon to TTT"

55s 290905H 1stPlt Company B squad recon missionm, coord. (BT 398090),
rcoeived 4 rds small arms fire “from westerly dircctions Squed returned
12 rds anell arms fire and two N-79 rds. VC broke contact. Squad
contimied mission.

56. 29Sep66 Operatlon Monterey

(a) - 290630H Company L, 3rdBn, 5thMer and L Btry, 2ndBn, 11Max
commenced movoment via motor convey to vicinity (BT 301189 ).

(b} 2908008 Compeny L, 3rdBn, 5thlMar and L Btry, 2ndBn, 11thMar
arrived coord. (BT 301189.

(c) 290810H: Comp&my ¢ and D, .1stBn, 5thMer and Company K,
51‘d-Bn, StM'Iar comnenced movement to dismount point (BT 291201).

‘DEGLASSIIED
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(a) 290900H Company C and D, 1stBn, 5thMar and Company K,‘
3rdBn, 5thMar arrived at dismount point; (BT 294201) and commenced
search and destroy operation w1tn1n zone of action.

(e). 2910452 Company D, coord (BT 264184), located and
destroyed a 7' by 12! cave.

(£) -291445H Gompany C, coord. (BT 237168), received approxe 18
rds sniper fire from estimated 3 snipers at coord. (BT 225168), fired
6 rds H2 81rm mortars. Company C searched area snd received 10 to 35
more rds small arms fire from huts Returned {100 rds small arms fire
end burned hut. Found blood trail, estimate one VC WIL.

(g) 291630H Established night defensive pos1t10ns. Fron line
positions ere as follows: Command Group, (BT 235173); Company C,
(BT 232173); Compeny X, (BT 235175) and (BT 232174)

5T+ 308ep66 D+1

(a) 301100H 411 units commenced movement vie motor convoy
to Hill 54.

(v) 301150H 411 unlts arrived H111 54 and secured from
Operation Monterey.

(c¢) 301200H Companies XK, L and M ohop to 3rdBn, 5thMar fron
1stBn, 5thMer, o

58. 302310H Squad ambush Comepny i, coord. (BT 433140), observed
two boats without 11ghts on river vicinity (BT 437136). Squad fired ;
gix rounds 81mm illum. Sguad observed five occupants on boat who
fired four rounds smell erms fire. Squad returned three M-79 roungé
and approxs. 100 rounds small srms fire sinking both boats,. Lstlmwte
5 VC KI. probable. s/

(d) 3017308 Company B OPCON ta Cha Lai befense Commandﬁ
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HEADQUARTERS N ‘ 4
1st Battalion, 5th Marines
lst Marine Division, (Rein), FiF
FPO, -San Fra,nclseo, 96602 .
Do e 3/RB/af
L b T3480
T 0035-66

U

'n,r'f"@f

Froms Gommandlng Officer L
Commanding General, lst* Mamne Division, (- ) (Reln), :

To:

“Vias

Subjs:

Div0 3480.1

11 Sep 1966

Commanding Officex, 5th Marines

Combat Opera.tlon After Actlon Report, Operatlon NAPA

Ref: Eag CG, lstMarDiv Frag Order 15-66

Enol: (1) Operation Overlay, D-Day, 5 Sep‘tember 1966
’ 52 Operation Overlay, D+i, 6 September. 1966
3 Operat:.on Ovérlay, D+2, T September 1966

1.

2.

S

4e

b.
(c
6640 III.

Maps: MAS Seriea L7014, V:Letna.m (1 50, 000) Sheets 6640 I a.nd

eGql

Code Name a_r_;d Tne of Operatlon_,

Operation NAPA (Sea.rc.h .and Desﬁ;’;py)

Dates of .Og ration -
5 = 7 September 1966

5/ ~£dory

Location - - Q.

Bast of Hiap Duo-Song, iy Ly Va,lley. Quang Tin Provmoe RVN, on Map :
Sheety AMS Series L7014 Vietnam (1:50,000) Sheets 6640 II a.nd 6640 111,

Command Jg&adquarteﬁ ' ' :§

A

00, 1st B, 5th Marines

€0, Co B

€O,y Co €

€0, Co D -

" LGol B, L. COFRMN
Capt J, P, T, SULLIVAN
1stLt M, B, DARLING

5 Igtbf .{,:").l:;.‘ BRA’;' :
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sk Battalion, 5th Marines

H&SCo( -

1st pltzc), Co By lstkm‘gx Bn

. Det, ARVN interpreter Tm .

i

CoB
DetyH&SCo

Det,COmm plt
* Det, Med plt .

FO tm, 8lmm plt

FAC tm
FO tm, Brty D, 2/11
Det, Sentry-Dog plt’
Det, ARVN interpreter im . ‘
ist Sqd( )y 1lst pl‘b, Co B, lst Engr ‘Bn

Company © Rein) - -

Go C
Det, H&S Co-
’ Det, Comm plt
Det, Med plt . S
FO +tm, 81mmp1t 3 S
FAC tm. Tl

FO tm, Btry D, 2/11

Det, Sentry=-Dog plt

Det, ARVN interpreter -tm .

2nd 8qd (-), 1lst plty Co By lst Engr Bn

CoD

Battalion Regerve Company D (Rein)

8lmm Mortar plt(-) ’

6o

[ 1Y

cort from Hill 54 to Tam Ky on D<=l
vided oonvoy escort from Tam Ky to the Battalion dismount poin
_ aizozaft were used on D-Day for evacuation of casual‘

Det, B&S Co
~ Det, Comm plt . :
- Dety’ Med Plt' LT

FO tm, Btxy D, 2/11
%rd sqd (~), lst plt, Co B, 18t Engr Bn

e

¢

' ItCol COFFMAN'

¥ Gapt SULLIVAN

© 1st Lt DARLING

1stLlt BRAY -

T 1stLt BELKWAP,

Air Suwn ort q‘«
(1) Helipopter .&gg_o_f‘t‘-*‘-} Pwo armed Huey aircraft provided oonvOy es-

el

T mEGLASSIFIEE
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" .. LOCATION .. - TACTICAL DISPOSITION
3rd Bn- .. ¢ BT 2223 . WK - -
80th Bn - . . BT 2125 - .. CNK
Tend Bn .. .. BT 2122. - UNK
As16Co . - - . BT 2124 "WNK -
k~52 Co ' BT 1021;-:5 © ONK -

= (2) Intalli.gence informatlon was i
the 5+.h Marines. y :

(3) The objectlve of : ﬂns operatio was to conduct sea.roh of area
of operation and to destroy any VC units 3 3igned a.rea.. . e

¥yC Streg@ and Situation dotually.
sult of the operation, elements of thig Ba:

- body count; one VC KIA (probable); seven VC probable); thirteen VCC; and
eleven YOS, .All VCC/AVCS were forwarded t ITT- for further :.nterrnga.t:Lon.

" On D-Day, elements of the Battalion became engaged. w:.th an éstimated sqvad
size -local force unity with contact lasting fox-a short period. Durlng ‘the -
night of D-Day,; an element of the Battalion was probed for a périocd of approx-
imately one hour by an estimated two Main Force squads, utilizing small arms, s
automatic weapons, hand grenades and 60mm mortar fire, From D+l to the ‘end -
of the operationy enemy activity cons:.sted of sporadlc sniper f:Lre e.nd one '
boodby trapp:.ng incident. -

und on Operation NAPA. 4s & Te=.
on accounted’ for six VC: KI4 by .

VG Units Identli‘:.ed. ‘None -

) L d. §_:_._gn.1.f1ca-nt Intelhgence Gamed.

xlmately 60 villagers from QUI -

(1) “The voluntary evaoua.tlon of a _
,.i:gnt‘ént‘ with VC forces in the -

XUiN Hamlet. to TilM KY mdlcates a. growing .

area of Operatlon. .
(2) Interrogatlon of v1llagers in ’L‘EION BON Ha.mlet (BT 250255) and’

QUL -XUaN Hamlet $BT 213253), indicated the: possible presence of one Main Force

VC/NVA Company in these areas as late as 0500.on the morning of D-Day. VC

‘were thought to have moved northwest to the vlclnl‘by of FPHU TIIU Ha.mlet (BT

197253) prior to the arrival of the Ma.r:.nes. . ,

(5) Enemy units engaged in problng atta.ck on B Company position on
night of D-Day were thought to be main for :,:unn.ts as indicated by uniform and
equipment discovered on.VC KIA.‘ Enemy snlp re were estimated to . be local
forece personnel, with the mission of harassmg 'md delaying the’ Marine advance.

e. Terraln ‘4__ '

(1) Grifical Terrsin Featuress Hill 26 (BT 209249) and Hill (unk)
-(BT 2?.324.8) and surrounding hamletss S - c

(. w  DEsLASSIIEY sy
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' 3dﬂIfion, two armed Huey alrcraft were contlnually on station dufing day-
llght hourss Three H~34 alrcraft, accompanied by armed Huey aircraft, evacu-
ated three casualties on D+l, 4idditionally, ‘two and one half tons of xice
were relocated to Tam Ky on D+l. One resupply mission, made up of six H-34
alrcraft, brought in supplies on.tlé evening of ‘D+l., Three medical evacua-
tions were performed on D42, and two H-34 alrcraft prov1ded convoy escort for
the Battalion back to Hill 54, . :

(2) Fixed Wing - ‘Fixed wing support for this operation con51sted
solely of one aircraft performing spotting m1331ons,throughoux the daylight
hours of the operation.

be Artillery Support.

(1) 5 September 1966 - Artillery was used to' fire preparation fires
on the Battalion cbjective., The fires were for a duration of fifteen minutes
end wers controlled by an air observer. Target coverage was excellent. Fuzes,
quick and delay were employed in order to detonate any booby traps, . During
the night of % September, extensive H & I fires were fired within approximately
500 meters of front line positions. 4t 052235, Company B received mortar fire,

grenades and small arms fire from an estimated two VO squads. The fire fight

pontinued for approximately one hour., Continuous artillery illumination was
provided during this period., Fires were called on suspected VG withdrawal
routes, The area was investigated the following morning and nwmerous VO blood
trails were found.

(2) 6 September 1966 - The Battalion moved back over the previous
day's route in the direction of Highway 1., Artillery air observers provided
excellent visual coverage of the opcration area and made timely reports to
the Battalion., This provided the Battalion with current information regarding
terrain and villager movement. The night of 6 September was comparatively un-
eventful as far as enemy contact was concerned. 'Again artillery H & I fires
were fired close to friendly troops. Naval gunfire was on call throughout the
night but was not employed due to lack of enemy contact.

(3) 17 September 1966 - At 0830, the Battalion boarded truicks to To-
turn to the combat base at Hill 54. The overall support by artillery was con=
sidered to be excellent. The support was provided by E and F Batteries of
Second Battalion, and K Battery, 4th Battalion, 1lth Marines,

~

Te Intelllgence .
a, Estimate of VC SfreggthL chation and Tactical Diaposition ‘

(1) Forces inticipated in the Immediate Objective’ Area.

mNIT | LOCATION  STRENGTH TACTICAL DISPOSITION
2lat Regt, 620th Div BT 182} 200 | '

1st Bn , BT 2023 600

| DEGLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

cultlvatlon;"dw 0
and attackers
tlon. ‘

(3) Cover and Concealment. Jellent cover and’ concealment were. PO~
v1ded by tree llnes, gragsy« areas,'hedge ‘rows and locally constructed trench
lines withiniand surrounding the hamlets, Concealment in cultivated areas
ve.s poor, but, some cover WeLE prov1ded by pqddy dlkes. ‘ S

B (4) Obstacles.i
found to be fordable“

No maJor obstacles wero encountered. ;Strgamsﬁﬁere&

8. Mlss10n. 1st. Battallon( )(Reln), Sth Morines oonducted search and destroy
operatlon east of Hlep Duc-Song, Ly Ly Valley, euang Tln Prov1noe._' :

9. Connept of Operatlon.‘ Commenclng 1300 on D-l- 1st Battallon ‘Ath Marines

(=) (Rein) moved via truck convoy to Tam Ky; thereaftér on D<Day moved via truck
edst of Hiep Duc-Song, Ly Ly Valley, Quang Tin Prov1noe, and conducted seerch
and destroy operatlon in a351gned area N . c . : :

!

cefof 11‘ven’c .

lO. Chronologlcal_Se'

o a, D-Day 5 September 1966

(l) 051035H = Company C, (BT 233253), rece"'d“three rounds sniper
. . » 7 : o _

_ .pe:
small arms flre, and observed‘one Ve knocked down by’ flre. M broke contact.
! Estlmated one VCvWIA*(probable) ;

i ¥ Company“D ‘reéturned
approxlmately 50 rounds small arms i fireland:twe 60mm: mortars. VC ceased fire.
‘drea was not checkcd. Notlfled 5rd Battallon, 5th Marines from whose a531gnod

;;SCompany c, (B’l‘_ 223250) JF
-£8n-Ve: vat“’(rBT' 22}248) ; 'f' ;
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) - (6) 051335 - Company D, (BT. 225245), Tece;wed approximately 20
rounds automatic weapons fire from an-estiuated eleven VC at. (BT 223247). . Two
platoone from Company D agsualted VC position and fired approximately 100 rounds
. small arms fire and four LaaW's. VC ‘broke contact. A thorought search of tpe
area wes conducted, Five dead VG were found, -also found were one US sub~
machine gun and a sack containing miscellanecus. 782 gear. I'he ca.ptured veapon
and 782 gear were forwa.rded to the 5th- Marmes S-2. I . - )

(7 0514ocm - Comparw c, (BT 223249;, apprehended ‘one VC. VC was =
;Ldentlfled by police chief of Q,ul Xuan Hamlet VG was screened a.nd forwarded
to 5th Marines S-2. R

(8) 051430H ~ Compeny B, (BT 214255), apprehended three VG, A1l VG
were identified by police chief of wui Xuan Hanmlet as bemg e suppliers. Al)
were screened and forwa.rded to Sth Marines S-2.

(9) 0514503 - Company D, (BT 224246), located a dead Ve dressed in ‘
black short PJ's. Body was ‘booby trapped ‘with- pressureﬁreleaae type Chi-Com )
grenade, Booby trap and body were destroye’d J.n place. N (.; :

S (19) 05145=H - Company D, (sT 219249), a.pprehende
were screened and forwarded to 5th ua.rmee S-2..

(11) 0516008 - H&S Company, (BT 213253); apprehended four VC. 411
VC were identified by police. chief of Qul Kuan na.mlet. VG .were screened and
forwarded to 5th Marines S-2. : S

(12) 0516305 - Corifiand Group and Compam.es .B, G and D, extabln.shed
night -defensive positions. Refer to Operation. Ovorlay for D-Day.

(13) O0S5173CH - Company B, (3T 210255), a.ppx:ehanded one"VC remaxe
nurse identified by police chief of Qui Xuan ﬂa.mlet. VC was. screened_ and
forwarded to Sth Me.a;lnee S-2. L : c o .

(14) 051925H - Company B, (BT ?.11254), reoelvec. four rounds smll A ‘
arme fire from an estimated two VC at (BT 214244). Coupany B returnsd- four
60mm morta.ra. vC broke conta.ct. area was not checkec. due. to darkness.

(15) - 05223511 - Compa.ny B, (3T 212254), in defens:.ve poslt:.on, was .
probed by an estlmated two VC squadgy VC threw en.ght ‘to. ten hand grenades,.

fired eight 60mm mortars and approximately 80 Tounds small arms. Company B
returned approximately 20 hand grenades, 15 }-79 rounds and 100 rounds small
arns, VC broke contact and fled to the northwest, artillery.fize mlsan.on
conducted on VC withdrawal route., Coipany B sustained two USHU KIA's.'
thorough search of the area revealed one VG.KIa (oonflrmed), one US suh-ma.chme
gun and several peices of 782 gear. Dus to the extensive amount of blood and
signs of bodies having been:dregged awey, Company B estme.ted ong’ VC KIa
(probable) and six VO WI4 (probable) : .

S T D+l - 6 September 1966. e ‘ -

(1) 0606358 - Company C, (BT 209249), received approxlmtely saven -
rounds sniper fire from two snipers at (BT 207245). Company C roturned ap- -
roximately 20 -rounds small arms fire and one LadWe A thorough socaxrch of the

rea was oonducted. Found. mth:uag. - (GM\% , SR
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(2) ObBOTeEE - Company C, (BT 205243), apprehended one VCS who: had
approxlmately 80O lbs of rlce conoealed 1n his hut. VCS was sent to 5th
Marlnes S-2._ Lo :

(3) 060335H - Company C, (BT 2&0245), located a VC billeing area.
Police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet stated area wa.s. used for VC lecturess Billet~
1ng area was destroyed by fire. '

" (4) 060840H - Company C, (BT 200244), apprehended one female VC
1dent1f1ed by police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet as being a VO supplier. VC was
screened and forwarded to S5th Marlnes S~2.

- (5) 061130q H&S Gompany, (BT 214255), apprehended one VC . identified
by pollce chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet:as being Chairman of Young Women VC Associ-
etlon, VC was screened and sent to S5th. Marlnes S=2.

(6) 061315H = Company B, (BT 233255), trlpped two ‘tension release booby
trapped Chi-Com grenades buried aléng: trall. _Cqmpany B sustained four minor
USE WL&S- '

(7) 061430H - Compeny D, (BT 252256) apprehended one VCS. VCS was
soreenod and sent to 5th larines S—2. ' '

(8) 061625H - Company C, (BT 247&55), received five rounds sniper
fire from one sniper at (BT 247253)..  Company C returned 50 rounds ‘small arms
flre, ten =79 rounds and three 3.5 rockets. Company C sustained one USMO KIA,
A thorough search of the area was conducted and five VOS were apprehended,
screened and forwarded to 5th Marines S—2. .

(9) 061630H ~ . Command Group and Companies By, C and D establlshed
night defense positions, Refer to D+l operations overlay.

ce D42 { T September 1966

(1) 070835 - Companies B and C, (BT 274264) received aspproximately
50 rounds automatic weapons fire, after loading on trucks from an estimated
four VC's, Companies B and C returned approximately 80 rounds small arms fire.
VC broke contact and a thorough search of the area -was. conducted, Found
nothing. . Company B sustained three minor USNC WIi's. Company € .sustained
two minor UaNC WIA‘s. : , ‘

(2) 0709155 - Command Group and Goqpanles By Cy and D arrived Hlll 54
and- secured from Operatlon NAPA. Refer to D+2 operatlons overlay.

11, Results

a, Pcrsoanel ' ‘, | o : ;'A
(1) werze- .. 6 -~ DEGLASSIFIED
i (2) Vo KIa/(Probable) 1 ' R
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(3) -¥C WIa E@M@SHEUE&Q (7) Friendly KIa 3

14) VG VI (Brobable) "7 (8) Friendly WIi. 15 .

(5) vcc, _ : ., 13

e

b Equipmeny and Material - . |

T W DESTROYAD

- (1) Jacket, military . .~ 1 . - Chi-Com Grenades 3

(2)  Empty Penicillian bottles 3.  Hu , Y

(3) -assorted Documents

"T(4) ‘H&ndAbook ﬂ - 71,

(5). 1 Gasds . . | 2

(6) Mep : : .‘rl

(7) Links amuo w/éxpénded, .1

. ocartridge: o

(8) Fuse B 1

(9) EKnife 1

(105 Crossbow - » i l~‘ll ’. :; ) J_r | . ]
(11) Rds 45 cal smmo 160 - | | o @
(12) ocartridge belt Sl
. (13) ACAﬁféen,Q/cdﬁér;‘l T | |

(14) ATmo carrier . 2

(15) Rds empty cartr;dges 200

(16) Rds empty cakbine car- 60, .
. tridge = B ..

. (17) Rds empty 50 cal ammo 10

(18) Rds empty 45 cal car- 36
' tridge

(19) Thoupson sub-machine gun 2

ot
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2

2
~4-

\

CAPTURED
(20) ‘Rounds éarbine‘gﬁmo? -9
(21) Megazine | 3
(22) Magaziﬁe Carrier ! 20
(23) Canteen i _
(24) Plastic:poncho | 1
(25) Towel 1
(26) Toothbrush 1
(27) sSpoon 1

12, administrative Matters '

as Supply Maintanence. Because of the excellent job by personnel of HST
and the Battalion, both at the LSA and forward wnitsj no matters of an unusudl
nature occured.

be Caéualties. Evacuation was excellent due to the immediate response of
helicopters. '

de bl

. ..Ce Communication'

(1) Battalion communlcatlon for Operation NAPA was dependent on HF,
UHF and VHEF. Voice rallio néts"were terminated at the Battalion with the
AN/PRC~47, AN/PRG-AL and the N/PRC-25, Tvo field expedients RC 292 antenna
were used on thé Régifental TAC #1 and #2.

(2)’ In ‘thé “Battaiion 0P, one SB-22 and one Ti-l were usede All rifle
Companies laid wire to the switchboard as soon as they were in defensive posi-
tions, 00n51der1ng*the weather, terrain and distance, communications was ex-
cellent to outstandlng. N

R U

13, Commanders Ana sis.

Be Although Operation NAPA was of relatlvely short duration, definite
contact was made with -lécal and main force VC unitss Initial contact was
made with an estimated 11 local VC's, An immediate assault by the twe lead
platoons ‘of Company D neutrilized the element of surprise and resulted in
five confirmed VC kllled. One weapon was captured. During the night of D-Day
an estimated. two - “aquads of- main force unit probed the defensive perimeigr.

Here, properly prepared flghtzng holes and f1re dlsclpllne prevented thls at_ _

tack from ‘being’. sT’ 'sful.;,

iiia DEGLASSIFIED)
v % o i N I R
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b, The artillery support during thls operation was well planned- and
execouted, Additionally, the "on station" aerial observer provided timely in=-
formation in regards to. terraln and vlllage act1v1t1es wh11e the Battallon was
on the move," » g

; f.;ﬁkf;4/04<¢ﬁ/\-ﬂ
H. L. »érmm ‘
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c
30,
At Highway #1 Command Group end Companies B, C, ad D
embarked aboard trucks for Hill 54 -
L T s
24

Maps:  AlS Seriss L7014, Vietnam (1:50,000) i
Sheets 6640 II, 6540 II1
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— ‘ 1st Batta.l’ 5th Marines
Ly Tin District, Tam Ky District
1966 Seri 028-66
Operation Order 1~66
Refs Viet Nam AMS Series L701, Sheet 6757 IV 21 :50,000) Phu Nan
Viet Nam AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6739 IV (1:50,000) Tra Bong
Viet Nam AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6639 I (1:50;000) Tien Phoo
Viet Nam AMS Series L7014; Sheet 6640 II (1:50,000) Tam Ky
e; BnO 5000.B (SOP for Administration)
£) BnO 2800.1A (S0P for Communication)

o0

AVNER Al Operetion Overlay

S¥er

Time Zones H
Tosk Organization: Ammex g (Task Organization)
1s SITUATION
ae Hnemy Forces O
See current INSUM's <
: N,
be Friendly Forces ~Q
1) 1st MAW provide air support as required, o
2% E Btry, 2ndBn, 11th Marines provide direcct support. -
3) 4thBn(-), 11th Marines provide general supporte ~O
o
c¢e Attachments
(o]
E'l) Companies K, L and M, 3rdBn, 5th Mar S
&

2% Det, Sentry/Dog Plt
é} Det, HST, 1st SP Bn
4) 3rd Plt, Co B, 1stEngrBn
53 Shore Fire Control Party
6) Det, Btry D, 2/11
7) Det, 1st AT Bn
(8) Det, 1st Recon Bn
2, MISSION

To conduct search and destroy operatlons in Soui Cau Chua and Soui
Giang/Song Ba Ky Valleys.

3, IXECUTION

as Concept of Operstion
Initially 1stBn, 5thMar(-) (Rein), moves one reinforced rifls

ST TS o RENR o a” Neoo L e .
. R PAGE 1 _

. - t o o el =4
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company via motor econvoy to vieinity coords 301189; thereafter move
three reinforced rifle companies and ¢ommand group via motor convoy to
vicinity coord. 2912013 therenfter conduct search and destroy operations
along Tam Ky/ Tien Phuic Road to vicinity coord. 235175; theresfter, on
ordery conduct search and destroy opernticns in a southesterly direction
into the Squi Cau Chua and Soui Glﬁng/Song Ba Ky Valleys-

e Com L (Rein

(1) Commencing et 0630 on D-Day, move vie motor convoy to
vicinity coord. 301189,
(2) Provide security for direct suppor‘t artillary battery.

e Gompany C 1Rein2

(1) Commencing at 0800 cn D-Day, move via motor convoy to
vicinity coord. 291201.

(2) Conduct search end destroy operations within zone of
action as preseribed in Annex A {Operation Overlay).

(3) Attack, seize and defend northern sector of objective 1.

de Company D (Rein)

(1) . Commencing at 0800 on D-Day, move via motor convoy to
vicinity coord. 291201.

(2) Conduct search md destroy operations within zone of
action as prescribed in 4nnex 4 (Operation Overlay).

(3) A4ttack s seize and defend souther scctor of objective 1,

o. Company K {Rein)

(1) Commencing at €800 on D-Day, move via motor convoy to
vicinity coords. 291201; thereafter move along route prescribed in innex
L (Operation Overlay ).

2) Be prepared on order to assume the mlsamn of either
Compeny C or Company De

(3) Be prepared on order to land by helicopter in designated

landing zone and establish blocking positions.

fo Company M (Rein)-

(1) Commencing on D—Day, provide security for camp complex
located at Hill 54.

(2) Be preparcd on order to lan? by helicopter in designated
lending zone and execute sugch missien as may be assigned in support of
18t Battalion, 5th Marines.

PiGE 2 S,
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gi  8lmm Morter Platoon (=

1) Move initially with Company 0O

2} On order, oesupy designated firing p031t10ns.
3 Gener°1 support,

£ Coordinati ‘InstructionS'

1) D-Days 29Sep66
2) H-Hovrt O0900H
3§ 411 units have front line/unit identification markers.

Companies will carry neccessary equipment for river crossings.
Rules of engagemént apply.
6§ Annex & (Operation Overlay).
Contect initielly from left to right.
8) Attachments effective 281208H September 1966.
9) Company C has responsibility for Tien Phulq/Tam Xy Road in
orea of operaticn.
4o ADMINISTRATION 4ND LOGIbTICS
(e.) See reference (e)

(b) Individual uniform and equipment: Utility unifcrm, ncrmal arms
and. equipment, helmet and upper tcrso bedy armor,

(¢) Basic load: As previously prescribed.

(4) £411 persommel carry five neals

(e) Resupply: Units submif routine requests for delivery of re-
supplics to this headquarters no later than 1400 daily: emergency
reguests anytime.

(f) LSL located at Hill 54.
5s. COMMAND COMMUNICATICONS « ELECTRONICS

e+ See Teference (f)

b, Radiot Report immediately all attempts to interfere with or
- Jen radlo nets.

Cs Sig!‘la\ls
(1) Day ‘
ga) Red and white smoke signifiecs enemy positions.
b) Red parachute or star cluster signifies request for
helyp. '
(¢) Yellow and groen smoke signifies friendly positions.
(2) Night
(r) Red pareohute or star clustagp signifiss request for
h.Elpo

cn s a
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de Battalion Command Groupt Initially with Company C.

e. Command Post='

LCKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT:

BY

ANNEX

Initiall in vicinity of BT 236174.

COMMAND OF LIBUTENANT COLONLEL WATSON

P

St
Major, Ue S. Marine Corps
Bxecutive Officer

8t ———

4 = Operafion Overlay
B = Task Organizatiop

DISTRIBUTION: Special

pics 4 A
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Lt0ol VATSON

# Det, HST .) L
3rd $14{s), Co B, 1st:~3ngr;am R
Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm B
Dety Btxy D, 2/11 .

" Shore Fire Control Party

ompary © (Roin) S Qapt DRLING

coc. .-
Det, H&S Co
- . Dety Comm: Plt
Dety Med Rlt
2nd-FO ﬂn, 81mm P1t
1st FAG T
Dgt, ARVN Interpreter Ty
1st Sgd; 3rd P, Co B, 1stingrn
Det, ist Security Dog: PlLt :
2nd FO Ty Btry D, & %1
., NF spot A

ny D Reln e o ”Capt C.uRTY

CO i}
wlDet, H&S'Co :
Det, Comm Plt

T e

WK
bet, "‘CO

Det, Cofnin- P1%*

Det. Med: P1§

3rd FO 'Im, 89 Plt
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Bimm Morter Platoon (=) 1stLt BELKNAP

. BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL WATSON

)

7 2 L

A Kt

Major, U. S. Mar:me Corps
Zxecutive Officexr

DISTRIBUTION: Special
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e

' Sheet 6757 IV Euso,ooo) Phu Nam ' | : \'K
Sheet 6739 IV (1:50,000) Tra Bong

Sheet 6639 T 1.:50,@30; Tien Phoc 4
Sheet 6640 II (1:50,000) Tem K y C/ o ™

B. S. PICKETT
. Mejor, U, S. Marine Corps
’ Bxecutive Officer

| ANNEX A (PAGE 1) “~ — o
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~ HEADQUARTERS
¥ . 1st Battalion, 5th Marines
v 1st Marine Division, (Rein), FMF
FPO, San Francisco, 96602

3/RaF/af
3480
0061-66

2 Oct 1966

From: Commanding Officer
Tos Commanding General, lst Marine Division, (~) (Rein), FMF
Via: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report; Operation MONTEREY

o

b) 5th Mars Frag Order 15-66, 272355% Sept 66

c; 1stBn, 5thMar Operation Order 1-66

d) Div0 3480.1

(e) Maps: Viet Nam 4lS Series L701, Sheet 6757 IV (1:50,000) Phu Nanm
Viet Nam AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6739 IV (1:50,000) Tra Bong
Viet Nam aMS Series L7014, Gheet 6639 I (1:50,000) Thien Phoc
Viet Nam AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6640 II (1:50,000) Tam Ky

.jfzef: (2) ©G, lstMaxDiv Msg 171150Z Sept 66

Encl: (1) Operation Overlay, D-Day, 29Sep66
-~ (2) Operation Overlay, D-Day, 30Sepb6

;.. Code Name and Type of Operation

Operation Monterey (Search and Destroy).

2. Dates of Operation

. 29 - 30 September 1966,

Oi Ciy -.;u'-‘
Cepy % oo ‘

3¢ Location

Along Tam Ky/Tien Phuoc Road from coord. BT 291021 to vic BT 235175. South~
easterly into the Squi Cau Chau and Sou Giang/Song Ba Ky Valleys. ‘

4. Command Headquarters

€O, lstBn, 5th Mar LtCol E. R. WATSON
€O, Co C Capt M. B. DARLING
CO, CoD Capt Jo Jo CaRTY

£o, Go K C.FT R. E. M4RESCO:
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5. Task Organization

1lst

Battalion, 5th Marines

H&S Co(~)

Det, HST(-) .
3rd Plt(-), Co B, lstEngBn
Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
Det, Btry D, 2/11

Shore Fire Control Party

Company C (Rein)

CoO C
Det, H&S Co

Det, Comm Plt

Det, Med P1t

2nd FO Tm, 8lmm P1t

lst FAC Tm
Det, ARVN Interpréetéer Tm
lst Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co B, lstingrBn
Det, lst Security Dog/Plt
2nd FO Tm, Btry D, 2/11
NGF Spot Tm #1

Company .D .(Rein)

00D
Det, H&S Co

Det, Comm P1lt

Det, Med P1t

2nd FAC Tm

4th FO Tm, 8lmm Pl%
Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
3rd Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co B, lstEngrBn
Det, 1lst Sentry Dog Plt
Ath FO Tm, Btry D, 2/11
NGF Spot Tm #2

Company K

CO K
Det, H&S Co
Det, Comm P1lt
Det, Med Plt
3rd FO Tm, 8lmm Plt
Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
2nd Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co B, lstingrin
Det, 1lst Sentry Dog Plt
3rd FO Tm, Btry D, 2/11

8lmm Mortar Platocn (=)

. DECLASSIFIED
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LtCol WATSON

Capt DARLING

Capt CARTY

Capt Re B. MAREECO

lotLt BELKNAP
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6o Supporfing Arms

a, Air Suggort

) Durlng Operatlon Monterey four H~34 aircraft were located at Hill
54 for resupply and lMed Evac. Two UHLE aircraft provided helicopier escort on
the movement to and from the objective area. On arrival at the disembarkation
point. two 44 aircraft and two THLE aircraft were on station for close air sup-
port and thereafter on fifteen minute alert. Throughout daylight hours birdog
aircraft provided observation in the objective area.

be Arxrtillery Support

(1) artillery capabilities during Operation Monterey consisted of Hcho
Battery, 2nd Bne., 1lth Marines in direct support and Lima Battery, 4th Bn, 1llth
Marines in general support.

(2) The only artillery supporting fires during the two day operation
were the H&I's fired on the night of 29 September. Barlier that day a HE will
adjust mission was called in on a V,0. village, but delays in receiving clear-
ance caused cancellation of the mission. :

Ts Intelligence

a. Bstimate of VC strength, Location and Tactical Disposition

(1) Forces anticipated in the Immediate Objective arca

WNIT . - . e - LOCATION STRIZNGTH TACTICAL DISPOSITION
U/I Bn 21st Regt, 620th Div BT 3014 600 K

75th Sapper Company BT 2812 100_-200 - - UTNK

K-53 Company - - BT 3407  -100 - 0 UNKC

U/I Bn 21st, Reg‘b, 620tk Div BT 3005j 600 UK

o {2) Intelllgence 1nformat10n was’ 1n1tlally furnlshed to this unlt by
the 5th Maxines:

(3) The objective of thls opbratlon was to conduct search of area of
operation and to destroy any VO units in assigned area.

be ¥C Strength end Situation actually Found on Operation Monterey. &s &
result of the operation, elements of this Battalion accounted for one VC WIi
(Probable) and one VCo." ‘The V0S was forwarded to 12th DT4 at Quang Ngei for
further disposition. Op D-Day, elements of the Battalion became engaged; on
WO separate oecaswns, wrbh on 8 bmntec three t o _Lour snlpers, ‘with each
contact lasting far a short pw:lod. fo further 00008 1u10n was encountered
during the opematLon : SRR

ce VGO Unl_ts Identified. None
de Significant Intelligence Gaineds. None

DECLASSIFIED
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e¢. Terrain

(1) Oritical Termain”Féétures._;mamgxyJ—QTiengBhuaeiﬁoad,1ﬂili;94
(BT 246167) end surrounding hamlets. : ‘

(2) Observation and Fields of Fire, The terrain in the area of opera-
tion consisted primarily of hamlets surrounded by rice fields under cultivation.
Observation and fields of fire throughout the area were excellent. Hill 84
(BT 246167) offered excellent obsecrvation and fields of fire for defenders.

(3) Cover and Goncealment, ZExcellent cover and concealment were pro-
vided by tree lines, hedge rows and locally constructed trench lines within and
surrounding the hamiets. Concealment in cultivated arcas was minimal, but some
cover was provided by paddy dikes.,

‘ (4) Qbstacles. No major obstacles were encountered.

(5) arenues of aApproach. Roads and trails in the area of operation
were excellent, The Tam Ky - Tien Phuoc Road will support heavy veihicle and
tracked vehicle traffic.,

8, Mission

To conduct search and destroy operations in Soui Cau Chua and Soul 'Giang/
Song Ba Ky Valleys.

9, Concept of Operation

Initially lstBn, 5th Mar (~) (Rein), moved one reinforced rifle company via
motor convoy to vicinity (BT 301180); Thereaftcr moved three reinforced compan~
ies and command group via motor convoy to vicinity (BT 291201); thercafter con-
ducted search and destroy operations along Tam Ky/Tien Phuic Road to vicinity

@ (zz 235175).

‘10« Chronological Secguence of Events
a. D-Day 29 September 1966

(1) 29063CH Company L, 3rdBn, 5thMar and E-Btry, 2ndBn, 1llthMar com~-
menced novement via motor convoy to vicinity (BT 201189).

(2) 29080CH Company L, 3rdBn, SthMar and E-Btry, 2ndBn, 1lthMar ar-
rived vicinity (BT 30118%).

(3) 29081CH Companiecs C and D, lstBn, 5thiar and Company K 3rdBn, 5th
‘Mar commenced movement vie motor convoy to vicinity (BT 291201).

(4) 290900H Companies C and D 1lstBa, 5thlor and Company K 3rdBn, 5th
Mar arrived vieinity (BT 291201) and commenced search and destroy operation
along the Tam Ky/Tien Phuoc Road.

SECRET
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{5) 2910458 Company D 1stBn, 5thMar located and destroyed a tunnel 7
feet by 7 feet by 12 feet. -

' SECRET

(6) 29114CH Leading cloments of Operation Monterey (BT 261188) with
negative contect.

(7) 2917008 Leading ~lenents of Operation Honterey (BT 2568188) with
negative coantacts.

; 0 (BT 237168) received ften rds sniper firc fron
»ds HH 8lmm mortars. ©Searched area and received
ten to filteen more ome area. Company C returned approx. 100 rds
grnell arms five and g hut shere sniper fire came from, Found blood trail,
estimate one VO WIA probable. 4ipprehended one VCS, screened and forwarded to

12th DTA.

(c) 291445 i
hut at (B"" P2R145)

(9) 291630

fer to Operation Ove

411 elements establishad night defensive positions. Re-
ay D-Day.

be D4+l %0 Ssptember 18966

(1) 290810H 4ll elements commenced movement back to pick up point
vicinity (BT 301189).

(2) 291005H All elements arrived vicinity (BT 301189).

(3) 291100H A1l clements commenced movenment vie motor convoy back to
Hill 54.-

(4) 2911550 All elements arrived Hill 54 and sccured from Operation
Monterey. Refer t0 Operation Overlay D+l.

11, Rosults
as. FPcrsonnel
(1) VC WI4A Probable 1
(2) vcs 1

12, Aduoinistrative latters

8. Supply Maintanence. Because of the cexcellent job by personnel of HST

and the battalion, both at the LSA and forward units, no matter of an unusual
nature occured.

be Communication. Battelion Communication was dcncndent'on HF, UHF and

VHF., Voice radio nets were terminated at the Battalicn with the AN/PRC-47,
AN/PRC~41 and the AN/PRC-25, One field expedient HRC 292 antenna was used on th
Regimental Tac #l.

SECRET
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113, Commanders ahalysis

SECRET

o a. Although the opération was terminatéd before contact with the enemy was
“mAde, much experience was goined through multi-lateral staff planning and coor-
dindtions The _,Vhango of linison officers between this unit and the 6th aRVN
Reginént, and the attachment of a liaison officer ‘from Recon Bn and the Regi=
mental S5-% we inveivable, Additionally an interrogacor-uvranslator team from
9th ITT was attached 4o the -0 section of this unit. This team was extremely
effective in jﬂt@“"CP”* 7’~=¢amoae 01v111ans and in differentiating between
likely VC suspenti & faimers,

and mein force TG it

: contact, would have been made with both local
cperation had continued.

14. Recommendations

as 1t is reco *qd G tha an interrogator-translator team from 9th ITT

ttalion in future opefationss

A

b. It is recomwenicd that the.exchange ‘or-dtiachnént<of liaison officera

be used for operations such as this-agimuch as possibles:

ce It is strongly recommended fhéff"dpéfdﬁibn7N§hﬁéfe§& be condicted in
the near future, '

Eu Ro WATDO-\I
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Map: AMS Series L701, Sheet 6757 IV (1250,000) Phu Nam
AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6739 IV (1250,000) Tra Bong
AMS Series L7014y Sheet 6639 I (1:50,000) Thien Phoe '
- AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6740 II (1:50,000) Tam Ky Vi UND POIND
. - | -

A

-~

DECLASSIFIED

l/_/ Co D, 1/5

' (J - S

L :
c

"ENCLOSURE (1)

SECRET

No

\‘.

Y

DECLASSIFIED




dEIAISSVYIONd

SECRET
Mapst

AMS Series L701l, Sheet 6757 I¥ (1:50,000) Phu Nam

AMS Series L7014, Sheet 6739 IV (1350,000) Tra Bong |
ANMS Series 17014, Sheet 6639 I (1:50,000) Thien Phoc
ANMS Series L70id; Sheet 6740 II (1:50,000) Tam Ky

t e ? t

KX].H B> s

BMBARK POID

e

ENCLOSTRE (2)
SECRET

IIAISSVYIONd




