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~UARTERS 
1.at Batta,lion, 51:h' Marine!' 

1st Maxine, Division, '(Rein), JrMF' 
FPO~ San :F.ran~iscQt ',966b2 

Commanding Offioer 
C~anding Officer, 5th, Marines 

Command Chronology 

(a) 'DivO 3480.1 
(b) OivO 5750.2 

3/W/tJrrT 
010ot66 

r:'"!!""~,,f';Iil'1I::·"l"S.n.:~ 'fl'~~' 06Q...66 :i! II t1 13" \;\~, ' ~i\i". IL .. , 
u ij, t L''a:.o '" . :,' J.:;;" :': ~'''' _:,. ~\ 

"a;~~-~J . 
COpy Pi3.,.L OF 8' \ 

Enola (1),/ 1st Battalion,5thMarillesCc>mmand.Chronology :forth.e 
period 1 September to30Septembe.ri966 .. ' 

(2) ...... Chronological SequenoeoI:Events. ' 

1
3j v,After Action Report NAl?~. 
4 ' .,. Operation Order Monter., ,9Y,:. 
5 "After Action, R~portMONTERE'1':. 

h In accordance with referenoes(a) and (b), en.closures(1)~ 
(oJ) are submitted herewith. 

2. This ohronology inoludesali ,pe~tinent ,:and sign±ficant'infQt'lIla,tioll 
as defined in references (9.) and (b). 
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• 
1. The :rol~orgainza,tionaf:·.data is stimbitted: 

,; 

a. ~sima:!(orLLocation. During th~' month of Se'ptember the Battalion 
·oooupietl a position on Hill 54 ahd oop.tinueci t.O ·control it Is 'assigned 
TAOR.The Battalion is composed of a Hea.dquart~r8: Company and four rifle 
companies. . : - . ". ." " 

b. Period Covered. From 1 September 1966 to 30 September 1966. 
. .. ~ . . 

(1) Corn;.uanding Officer 

(2.) Executive Of.ficer 

(:S) S-1 

(4) S-2 

(5) 8-3 

_(6) .~4 

. (~) . CO; :a&SCQPlPany 
~ ,1. 

(8J~""'66,~; O~)In~ny".A. 

(9) CO, Compo.ror-'B 

'. (10) CO ,CwnPaIlY C 

( 11) CO, 'CompallY D 

LtCol Harold L. COFFMAN 
(1-18 September 1966) 
LtCol Edward R. WATSON 
(1~-30 Sep~~ber 1966) 

¥1aj ~~ardS. PICKETT 

WO j6hri j.' TJ}iONEY 
.~. " ",,, " . 

1stLt Rbna:1:d·!jENIGO 
',':' -. 

Capt Robert '.A~ FREEr;OOr 

Capt George J. "STREMIDW 

Capt FrancisM. lCAlJFF.MAN 
.' . . ' ~ '. 

Capt MatthewT~., COOPER ... 

Capt John P. T. S1JLLIVAN 

. Capt. John.·J. CMT:{ 

2. ~~uential; 'Listing 9£ Significant Events. 

e..' .:. Personnel· 

'. (1) Avera.ge jrionthly s:trerigtha 

'(a) USMC' 'OFFICER'.26. 
ENLISTED 968 

, '. .. ', 

,. 

( .. , 

,',.; r 

·(b) . USN . OFFICER· .. ," 3 
ENLISTED 41: ~.: -, 

, -c' .';@~©~~~~~~ijffirID ." 
' ... 

:i1miCr.oSuRE (1j .. ' .• ",' 

... ~. I .• ' : ;4 .. ~ ~ j :'". tIfIIIIIIlIla 
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(2)Present ,on board, strength: 

(l» USN 

OFFICEJ!, 
ENLIS.TED: : ,-" . 

'OFFICER 
ENLtSTED 

~7 
966, 

3 
49 

, 

• 
(3) Current critical shOrt~esbas,ed on ~Ianriibg Level'a.r~, as 

fol1o~s: 

,MaS 

0,02 
0239 
0369 
0848 
,2539 
2543 
0141 
0311 
1431 
,5711 

b. Intelligence 

PAY GRADE - . 
D~~/2 
,E,··'( 

::£:,-'( 
E-7 
,E-6 
.B~6 

ji;. .. 5 
];·-5 
E.;.5 
E--:5 

11 
1 
2 
1 
t 
1 

',4' 
'30 

l' 
1 

" ...... 

(1) During the period' 1 S(;l~if;ehib6:r- 1966, to 30 September 1961', the 
5-2 'continl.l~d: ,to provide the: Oi;cier~ bf Be:tt+9, Within 'the. ,Battalion Tli.OR 
and 'areas outside the TAOR'for p6ssib~.e,:rq.ture ,operations. Ina,ddition" 
the s.:.2.Secti'on isprovidingthe:Batt8.lion With a :Black List of,' moWn 
VO in theTAO:R., Thislista.n:d'< clo~e66ope~ation w itfiiocal offioi~;]~s,~£' 
' .. he LyTin District' have resu.l ted' in'the, apprehension of four known vb 
o.nd six ves' within the Battia'.lioll TJ.O~., '. " . . , 

(2) DuringOperatiQn Napa, 5' September 't99,6,1;07 ::September '1966, 
the 8-2 Sectiol). processed the fol1ciwiIig' capwecl' ~ne.~ ~,eqtiipmElntand 
docurilents: two Thqmpson: S),lb';;'Machine ~ns', one,c:ro1;'l~bow, three' m~~ifles 
and assorted documents, empty' cnrtridge of3.Ses', twP'ID'cards,one triap" 
'one hundred-.siXtyrounds ·.45c2.lib~J;' aminunition,and i::be~s6f 782.gear 
and uniforms. . '.' . . 

'(3) The S-2 Scou:~s'.ha.ve:peeIl;,:empioYed assecUri,ty, elements for 
the movem~mt of the. Corrull8.nq::G~.6up'kld: .. as"in:tel1igence a.ssistan:~sto 
Company GOI)1ID2,nders. At, ~'heco#b'~'t ;'1J.~se "tt19 s'c9tits f:lXe used 'as .se.curi ty 
elements innightde:(ensiv9" 'po,siciol1s in -addition to manning weapons 
sights, infrared,' which ,are empio;y:ed' .i'n..:t)ie.:d~fen.sive pe;d.m~ter. . 

(4) As a.'result 'of Op'era;ti6hMont~:cey,' 29:Sep"ti$be;r.: to ,30 
September 1966, elements of this:Ba1;tali6hac.cbWit~d:F6r9he ,vc: ,m 
(ptobC1ble) and one VCS. ,The ves ..idi forw~ded:i?121¥])Tjl. a.t'~uaniNgai 
for further ciisposition, 'On n...Day,elemEint1;'l'of tlj.~J?attaliqn.beo8Jne 
engaged 011 tW<l separJitc'occaaiomj: Wi;'th;i':aff ,,~:S~ii';is.£e'a~.j;'. to~'t4;:;)}tripers with 
each oontact las t:ing for a sll~rt;?:psr:~~:ar.· 'l~o fur~l1Eir~1i~pjoSi tioll;i:,~tas 

; , en:;;te,red dUring the operation. @~©~[\~~~W~~~ 
Pl~GE 2 ~', ~): 
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o~ I.o£{istios. @~©~ljJ~~~W~~® 

\,,".' " ~ ~ ~ , .... ,' .... 

A·oement ·deok-,has been oompleted 2lt the pot .o~ :fo~.:th~ .':. 
galley •. 'Road .. Mn~py~m!3nt ~s co~t~nuodby:th€!·.9th.·Englneers Illld.·.·· . 
currently the::rpads.l are being' widened to 22' feet. Thi~ roa,dwh,en.:'ooni-" 
plate should. giye an ali wea th~. capability for res1.!-PPly of ai:.tillary". 
units in general support of the ])ivision. In addition to the .. galli3Y' .. 
at Hill 54, two oompatlY size galleys located at Chu lei and I!o& Vinb Thai1 
are in operation as is a platoon s:i:-ze galley. NCB 40 is in the prooess 
of drilling a well, with a v1ew towards establishing a water point 
wi thin the'.base :J~p: £'.l~Qao , " 

. ('1-) . (;omr.run;icatic';l fj~', the Battalion level was entirely dependent 
of FU, Kh'and S.::W"radio equ';rment • .All vaiqe radio nets were terminatod 
by the IJ.T/PRC:;..25,.: ANjPRC-47 < During, this roporting period all radio 
equipment proved very relis.ble considering the weather conditions. 

. (~)The teletype w.ns· d~;ende;ni 'O~.'land Hne~d proved ve'rl 
raliable even though "!he area experienoed da,mpweathe~. 1:..t aJ.1 times the 
reoeption on both radio and teletype was excellent. 

'" , .e'. ,_ 'Air Support 

(1) During September the following air aoti vi ties took place I 

Toto.l"helicopterrequests sel1t.18 
Total troop lifts .rqquested . 2, number, of 
Total VIP requested 1, number persqnnol 
Total spot and observe 6 
Total unit comtla.n.derrequested· :2, .number 
Total recon requests 3, number personnel 
Total logistics requested 4 
Total med evaos.r~questad 14 . '. 

. . . ~ 

troops 7 
7 

of personnel 
8 ' 

(2) During Operation Napa, two armed ~<mI"4E airoJ:ai't provided 
oonvoy escor.t frJm ·Hill .54' to TamKy .on D-1. On D-Day, two RU-1,E air­
oraft againprovi9-ed, convoy escor1:fro~ Tam""IWto the Battalion dis ... 
mount point. Six H-34 aircraft. wereu8,ed on n;..Day for evacuation of 
oasual ties. In addition, two armed '{]'H...1E ,a.f.:Ccraf';<f; were -continua1~ . on 
station during. daylight ,hours •. Three H-34 e.ircraft accompanied by armed 

liU*"?E aixo!.'aft, evacuated thr~o ca.suEJ.ties on ·D+1. Addi tionaJ.ly, two 
and ouo bAlf tons of rice wore relocated to Tam~ on D+1. One re­
supp~ mission, made up of six H-34 aircrdt, brought in supplies on th6 
evening ofD+1 .. Threemedical evaouations were performed ~ml)+2, and 
two'H~34 aircraft provided convoy esoort for the Battalion baok to 
Hill 54. t. 
1',-., 

~ ... " 

'~lID~©~~~~~n~® . 
ElTCLOSmu (1) 

_r·ut 
t 

"' - . .' 
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• • (3) Duxing Operation lion1iery, four H-34 aircraft were, 
located at Hill 54 for ,resupply ~ med evao. Two~-1E ~cratt pro­
vided helicopter esoort on the movement to and from the objeotive 
a.rea. On arrival at the di9F.il!lbarkation:point, 2 fixcd vin8' a.i1v3ra£t and 
:2 mJ...1'E airoraft were on' station for close air support and' there ... ::. 
after on fifteen minute ale'd o ,Throughout the daylight hours bixd-
dog airoraft l)X'ovided obEe='Ya~~io~l in .the objective area. 

(1) J';2',~ng th", month of September 1966 artillery supported 
1 stEn, 5thM.e.:r ~,:,~ opor2.'c:'_cns conducted both inside and out side of the 
B2. ttalion 'rLC;~: c 

(2; A::'-:-Ulery ;"~.!Tf)(·"Ct during Opere.tion };a.pa oonsisted of pre­
planned fil''?~ ~ .::n-oall f::::;?';~:, will-adjust missiQr"s~ H&I fires, NGF; 
end illumii1ai;ion .. Event:l (1:)n,oorning artillery a-:_'u a8 follows: 

(fi,) SuccEssf'U.I firing of pre planned i:i:t'e in an area that was -
to be used as th9 battalion :;right defensive position. Fuze del8\Y' was 
used to a~~'b8m:1"i; 'co desbroy a:ny booby traps in the area. 

(b) SUQcessfUl firirig of ~ on-oall, do not load mission 
on a possi'b1tj'"VC ambush. When VO sprung the ,ambush, the tlission. was fired, 
:immediateJs b~~ccking the ve, resulting in 5 confirmed ve KIll by a 
IVJ.aI'ine rifl e company. ' 

(0) Firing of night defensive firoa on a VO esoape route, 
luth excellent effect on target. T.he next morning extensive blood 
trails were found on the' escape route. 

, 
(d)- Firing of H&l t s wi thin 500 meters of the battalion's 

perimeteI'¢ 

(3) .Ar.tillcry activities in support of 1stBn, 5thMe..r !rl~OR 
oonsisted. of the following: 

(a) H;Sep: 2iring of an illumination mission after a 
Me.ri:ne patc::'ol sprung an ambush, rcsul ted in thu oon!i.!'t'.a.tiC~l 'Of .one YO ' 
RIb. and t118 0,ap'i;-J..re of an eneGlY automatic weapon. ' 

(b) , 22Sep: Firing of on illumination mission on a 
l1arine position bel±evedto be the tar~t of a VO suicide mission. 

87 round~ ~f continuOU3 illumi1k~tion was fired. 

(0) 23Sap: Firing of a will-adjust mission on 30 ve, 
97 rounds of BE ivere £' ired. 'l'llf~X'G was no confirmation of va KIll or WI.A. 

(d) l!'iring of H&I' s on confirmed and suspected ve positions, 
trails, ,OP t 8 and supply points and assembly are2~s. H&I I S were pl~tted 
in a pattern '.;;0 00 to try to ohannelize va into Ha.rine ambushes. Fuze 
delay was fired on areas known to have trench lines and caves. 

Pl>.GE 4 1ID~©~~~~\iUlIsURE (1) 
.. "---,,, 
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'~-. ", ":'" .... :,. ........ . 

(A:) ,Artillery c'a.p'abilit'H!s: aUring"Op&retion:;Mont~~ey a'onsisted 
of E Btry, :2ridBnf:1fthMar i.~direc't sUpport :and L';B.1iry,:;4tl'iBn.::;tt-thMa!l:L,;': 
:in general Bv-ppcirt/, 'The only; artillery, 'supportingfii'es ';: ' ,:·'>Y:.:; d', .'"')'., ;:( 
during the two "d8\'T operation were the 11&1t'6 fired,:on:·the~ night ,:'of,~:' ,,' :C:. 

29 Soptembore Earlier that .:l,ay a HE will adjust mission was called in 
on a VCvill.a.:19·~ bu-!;delt\Y~8 ':{,n. ~':leeiving clearance caused 'oancella.tion 
of the :m:Uisiol-:,,' .',"" . ' ' :\:-: 

(1.) T,~-'~l Medical C5.v:l.c "::'ction Progre,]li (';o:~dnlled throughout the 
T,ACi2. Jl~; .':',J.lti~,~2. 3cale. HE,elY Gorps41en;i':tr'eated 3643 Vietnamese oivilians 
dUJ~iTJg ~:,i;e:",i>'i,~~ll. Seven of ",;hase ca;se~ were serious enough to require 
medicc,l 2V,;!,CU:",-:.:J.on to '[ s ~ n~~c1ical Battalion at elm Lai'. 'Additionally,' 
aLL":' co~c·~1!',~):.l :,e.,s:;i.'3;!ied leG!:':, ;)fficials':in '8,<lr1:~n,: ~,t;·~_':~ingapprox. 500 
p:!.c,g'l.1e{lJj\',)Cr':::3,~,ions in Y~.r Chanh Village'.;' 'fe'Ii CE.Zt:'1> ·of"soap were dis­
trib'J:i;ed' i~l' Cd~l~uiictio~l ;\:1. ,·,the Mad' Cap 'patrol::: , ,md'lectures concern­
ing health and cygiene ;'i'('r':', given' by' the four Yht'"l'::unase nurses being' 
tre.ine,d l:,f ,,4;h:3 ,~11 Corpsmeno ',C, ;'" ,.' , , '," " 

(',':) 'Hlirty lbs. of olothing were 'donated to -,t'he villn.ge Chief 
for dist:dblrt.i,on to needy families in:ICy .'Chanh ':v illaga. "Fifty kilos of 
rice W9:t'e 8.1[':") donated for distribution to these saoe families. 
Basket -02J.J.:::~ .;mel volley balls vlero distributed to the six ville.ge 
schoo].s. iSc.hoo!, kits conSisting of paperr pens; penc:!.ls and books have 
been ordc:cGd k.t have yet to be received. i.dditionallY, six bags of 
cement were distributed for minor repairs in these Eame school 
buildings .. 

, -'. ~. 

(3) The le:tt6r part of the month ooinoided with the begining of 
the Vietne.mese rioe harvest. Na.rines provided seouri ty during Operation 

"Golden Ii'l ~ece" to proteot the harvest from Viet Cong collectors-

( 1) ?2rsonnel: Five add! tionsl oorpeoen vera assigned to 1sUn, 
5thV12,r triis ll1w:'J'h. The tote~ strength of corpsmen now sts.nds at 49. 
Eff8,:,UVG 3i:rsl;gth is now 43. BAS personnel participated in Operation 
Nl~Pl. ~CC ~~on'ter8Y. 

(2) Medicale IvJalarin continues to be the chief medioal 
problnm" :Ki:n8 :~ases cf :naJ.:::.ria were diagnosed in September. Of these 
'nine~ t?r:ee ~":t3,'.'!S -.reJ:'9 P. \'J+.;ax. The other six were P. Faluporum. 
Daily i'og'gb.g of the at'et:.. with mosqui tocide has continued as muoh a.s 
possf'oJ.oo This }'8.S bee~1 ,hampered to a degree by a somewhat reluctant 
fogging e.PPaJ:'3;bliso:brmrs on the machine ere now in progress, 
fube:cc'u.li.n shin ts~~;f.3 have been administered to the me.jority of "B" 
and liCit Companies. r:L'1J.1ere was one convGrGion from a negative to a 
positive in these (,orlpanieso The individu2.1has beon scheduled for 
che!;lt f:j..lm,anrl started. on INA. Further, skin testing "Till be done as 
BOOn as :nior,j 'I'?D is obtained. .J " ", 

'PIlGE 5 
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:ail 1215· • 
. (3 ).Sani tations Genere~sani tation 'I(i thin t.~e. camp area 

oontinues to. improve. ·The'most note.ble ·improvement has ,been' the . 
ooncrete deck for the, pot fihMk. }fore adequate drainage in the. 
shower area has also· been e.c.coll!plished. . . . . 

(/:.) ~.-I:;f:;~:.r,p g 

hnd b8e~.1 .~~Q£. t. (.' 0. f~i~3 
T.'r,~:"(;'·~i~·l:~ 25 f,8ptembcr, 364 3 civilian patients 
mo::!.[:::' .. , ::'~! =.c:.di tion 500 plague immunizations were 

(:1:' iX.'.Y:'sion p::!~;:;:'()lGe:La;?l warfare. -;::;J.'cV.\.(~8r". U10 airoraft on 
t-:;:;. 0(,C2.F:;';'J!J3 .;. ::::c loud;:;.~':·; I,:'C,,: ~'£c.·-)eiJ.cast5 ('N6~~1li~:...r :;,~:DR3The first 
b::-tHln:'.8.0 Q'lJ:?'?:;:;J,r'!d .to tL:.~ I,·::·::::.'m rbi JilI'Og1.~c~lli 8.nn ':olcl of the good 
t:('-::cl.-Gm:m':: ~~h '>,·f'ector.:: .:C:'·:-;;j.7ed at ·thehi:.::cd3 'Ji +,':18 Viotna:nese ' 
GG"::):,:t' .. ..iY~Di.,,:. ~;:!';(, .<>8oond ~c.:;.t';y::·oft ad~,ertisFO'c.;. t)'p8::-::':,f;~ ~.:(. "Golden Fleece il , 

eZ=j!.:"..~.nil;t~ b."': Y:arines ... (,~_:.·.J protect the r ice h~';"L',':;r:;'~ from falling 
iT.l."t ~~ ~V·O· t.~I~.di..-:; \:'" 

(~,", '!'i~'J:i.tionaL·Y1 4~,OOO leaflets were ;:lr"LJ",jed over the Til,OR 
expled.1:tin·~i.:t;.:::· ·':.,,;wa.:):,'ds offe:c"d f or information pcncGJ:'n.ing the 
lOC8.:cii'>i~ : .. f '/~.!-personnGl or suppli~s •. 

• : .... ,.1 

, . . , 
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~' ... 
"41# ".f 
~:~. 

, . " '. . .', . ,. '. . ~ , 

1. 01 Sep66: NE!gative contact throughout ,the" ,Elay;., '-' ",~,:: ," ',;.-

2.,. ·~2t;·45H'. ,~~·:~~t~·:C~mp~·, !.If '.~mi~sion~ .~~oZ;'d~'::(B(3.~9f~8)f ,'. 
• ,~'. t 

reoei'Vsd:,1-(,) ',i'o:'3s:iipe:c, fire. fr,on1 estimated 4 V90 }>atrol re~e~, 2. ". , 
M-79 ~di3 b,nd,: '.';r::',jx:,"::-:;,,4S :C':!.:. ;'j'lall c.J:'l1}s,f'ire, and obs.qrved ,. va . ;) 
k::iOcl.~.,,8. J.()~'il,: ·:'JL.ra" T~i'iU.;'i'<;t,8 ~j .. lnmEldie:t;ely dragged off by otl-ier·VC. . 
Patrol :t11lT.S\:.e',:;, :.ti2eeillgT:~':~'l1.t ';;as,Una151,e to reg1;>;in ·,coIlta.ot. Ox),e 'VC 
WiA prG·~'s.bl::;< .,. . ., . .' , 

3~ C?~;)(!:d ':'F plt GC:l.~;",:~'b;. 3~.:D mission~ ,>r:.y,·< (BT 393114), 
a~)p:r.0.·.h,:::n.~\::.::.j.-~ :~. ''/\)3 tt .. ~Irit;{J}:·j:;(·);~',.7j.t-i:G:: ... ~x:s\~eal~e ... ·~l-.~.~~;'~-I ~.~:r:/(·::p<;'=~/G'.:was on: 1 stBn" : 
5th~'T2';r·J:;2.:~k· J.,.2. '~;'G e:nd :i)<·,i ':j-':;2Bi'r\~.eVC r:l'3:3G2,,(,8r,' VCt;; ,'?ras forvrar(led· 
t'J J:~lLI i':.,.l"' ~);,~,c·:~.~:-"(:.J·' "--, .- _:'.~~.' " 

'~A '. ,*. ' j '.~ 

5, C",L ~.! "';~ .. :i . \;~·,~pany E~ ::'m:J3n,' 5thNar ,OPCON· to hd,;)?lj·5 thl:1arfor 
d1..U'2.tion ,:-f (,"):,,:'ation N.iI,Fi1,o 

... .. 
6o::Y;,'U';i";:1 ">'f:;;l)E~nd CTOu.p a:.lld Companj,e& :9, C a.-'1.'~,::U. di~placed. to TOOl 
Ky fo~ iili};'·;.·~,Lc';'. of Operation NAPA. 

7 • C~:·~3.'j].·(S ,I.·Day Operation Nl~PA. . I"~ .. '.; . 

(~;I.) CYi (3 S:a: Company C, 
i'romorKJ ·s~'1i:P'8ro .. No·.fire was 
va d.UGCr.1 thick vege tation. 

(BT 233253), received 3"rds s!u.ller't1:l:e 
returned. Unaple to determine .. location of 

" . \ . . 

(b)051120I! ,Company.D,. (BT. 241256), received 6 rdssniper :fire 
from an 8stim'1.ted6· snipers at JBT 2464.57). CompDny D returned' .. 12. r~a,;. 
small a.~nrb fi::089 and observed one va knocked down by rhe. vc br.oke " ... 
contac't" SC3C'.:CDhed area, found nothing. Estimate 'one 'vb wti. proba.ble •. 

( c.) J5 ~;.;: :?';:H. .company·n, (BT' :232M~)/'~~CGi v~d . apProx~ : :50 ~d$ ~ .. " 
small··:z':TIl'.<'- .f'i.:'~from a.'Y). estimated 10 VC at.(:BT 230243) •. Com~nY D': ." '. 
retn:-:"J'i:<l':D!:r:n:" 1)0 rds 8ll18J.l arms fire and ·~vj'Q 60rnm mortars. va 
cr~asE/'::'::~c~;>'':,:j':ca- vias not. ohecked .... , Notified' 3~'<J.Dn, 5thl'iar,fromc:whoss\ 

S ' '" .'1 . Y'-" ":r"i f' ; c",' .~: . a s~,c;;.,~<.; ·d"·",,." " .. v. ~rc cuneo. .;, '. 
: -', 

{&.) 05';2i50:a:' C')m;?J:~;; ]1 (B'~ 227157.), apprehended'2 ·V:O~cm.e 
ac1mi';;:·!;8d. b:3: l'i2;~:'··a VO, S'(hc:'VC was .identified by, polioeohi~f6! Qui 
Xl,S:,) ii~;,,~::.'J1;o 30'b~1' X,; :r8:::9 .screelle.d and forwarded to 5thMar· 8-2. 

'" '., .• , I " 

.: C .'j Ci:5 1}23:1 ,C'~')~r.·P"'.':~:· ;J~' eEl 223250), .·rev.ei"!~d 40 rd~: ST.llC].li arm~ .' 
fire: ·,,'t')T!'· 8;" ,:;.,.-i:;.-•. !'.L: .• j," ~ 're at ;' BT 223248) . Company C 'returned approx . 

. "r-~' .• :," (~ .. r-~/', ''''~~,~'.:::l~:'-'~~~.~\.~~ '.~ ... ; ~T~: ;'7)' . '.' C ~, f! .. ~. . :.-,. ", . I, .•.. ~: 150 .. (c·; ... ·rh"' ..... .). ~ .. ;'"._ , .... ~, .;.,)'1u. •. ""\'" J..AA\'i So ompony lJ, sust,,'.J.ned ~ne. USMq .• 
Wll, ,,110 Wid z;'\'-e.011~;.t:;;J. to i si;l\i8J]n~ .ilxea wP,S ';':..;8.:,:'.:!hc.d, nothing found. 

PL.OE ~ 
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~ •. !il~©~IAl$$UWij~@ 
(£) e51335H Compa.l\Y Dt (BT ~25245)t received a.pprox. 20 rds 

automatio weapons fire from an estimated 11 VCat (BT 223247). Two 
platoons from Company D assaulted VO position and fired approx. 100 
rds small Brl!lS fire q..nd 4 LAAW's" VC broke contact. A thorough search 
of the area was·conducted. Five dead VO were found. Also found were ona 
U~ sub machine gun and a sack contain::ing miscellaneous 782 gear. The 
captured weapon and 782 gear were forwarded to tho 5thMar 8-2. 

(g). 051400H Company 0, (BT 223249), apprehended 1 ve. VC was 
identified by police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet. va was screened and 
forwarded to 5thMar S-2o 

(h) 051430H Comp~ B, (BT 214255), apprehended 3 Vo. All va 
were identified by police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet as being VO 
suppliers. All were screened and forwarded to 5thMar 8-2 .• 

(i) 051430H Oom;oany D, (BT 224246), located a dead VO dressed in 
black short PJfs. Body was booby trapped with pressure ~elease type 

Ohi-Cam grenade~ ·BoobY trap and bo~ were destroyed in place. 

(j) 051435R Compa.n;r D, (BT 219249), apprehended 4 Vcs. i~l1 were 
soreened and forwarded to 5thY~ 5-2. 

(k) 051600H H&S Company, (BT 213253)., apl)rehcmded 4 VC. All va 
were identified Qy police· chief of Qui Xuan. Hamlet. VC were screened 
and iVrwaxded to 5thMar 8-2. 

(1) 051630H Command Group and Companies B, a and D, esta.bl~sh9d 
night defensive positions. 

(m) 051730H Company B, (BT,210225), apprehended one VC female 
nurse identified by police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet. VC was screened 
and forwarded to 5thl"ar S-2. 

(n) 051925H Compg,IJy B, (BT 211254), received 4 rds small arms 
fire from an estimated 2 va at (BT 214244). Company B returned 4 
60mm mortars. VO broke contact. Area was not searched due to darkness. 

(Q) ·0522}5H Company B, (BT 212254), in defensive position, was 
probed by an estimated 2 VC squads. VC threw 8 to 10 hand grenades, 
fired 8 60rnm mortars and approx. 80 rds small erme fire. Comp3.ny B 
returned approx. 20 hand gxenades, 15 M-79 rds and 100 rds small arms 
fire. va broke contact ,and fled to the northwest. Artillery fire 
mission conducted on va withdrawal rout.e. Company B sustained 2 USMO 
WIA I s. A thorough search of the area revealed 1 VC KIA, oonfirmed., 
1 US sub machine gun and sGveraJ. pieces of 782 gear. Due to the . 

~ 

extonsive amount of blood and signs of boc,ies having been dragged awa;r, 
Company B estimated 1 VC KIJ,. probable and six VC WIL probable. 

PJl.GE 2 
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Ca) 060635H. Company C. (BT 2(9249), reeeived approx. 7 rds sniper 
fire from 2 snipers at (BT:207245). 9.ompany.C returnedapprox. 20 rds ," 
small arms fire and 1LA.AW. A thorough scarch of the area was oonduoted •.. 
Found nothing~ . . 

(b)' 060700H' Co~pa!\y Of (BT 205243), apprel1ended' 1 ves who had' 
approx. 800 Ibs of rica concealed in his hut. ves was sent to 5thMar 
8-2. '. . 

, '. 

(c) 060835H G~mp~' ci; (l,1T'20()24')~, ioeated a. VC bill~~ing area. 
Police chief of. Qui . Xuan Hamlet stated area was used for VC looidl:os. . 
Billoting 'area was destro~ed by £ire~ . 

(d) 060840H Company 0, '(BT 200'244),"spprGherided' one femme YC 
indentified by police,chief of Q.ui Xuan Hamlet as being a VC supplier. 
va wasacreenad and forvtarded t'o 5tbMar S .. 2. . 

(0) 0611-30H·. H&S CompanY, (BT21425S), apprehended ',oneVC 
indentified by police ohiof of Q.ui Xuan R:.'l.tnlet as being chairman o~ 
Young Woman YC Association. VC was screoned CI.lid s'eht to 5thlVI2..rS .. 2. 

(£) 061315H' Company 13, (BT 233255), tripped t~o tension ~~lsea~9 .• ~,;·, : 
booby trapped Chi-Oom grenades bu:d.ed along tHo trail.· Compa.n;y B ... 

sustained 4.minor USMC )JIAts. 

(g) 061430H Company D, (13T 252256), apprehended one 'VCS. VCS· 
was screened and sent 'to 5t~mr 8-2. 

(h) , 061625R.domp~C, '(BT 247255), received 4 rd.s sniper fi~e 
frO'Dl 1 sniper at l,3T 247253. Comp8n;v'C returned 50'rounds ~.U arms fire, 
1- M-79 rds and 3~. 5 rookets. Compa..ny Csustained ono USMC ru. A 
thorough searoh of the' area , was'oonduoted and 5 VCS.were apprehended, 
screened and sent to 5thMar ~2. ' . 

(i) 061630H Cormna.ndGrotip and Companies B, C.,and Destabiished 
night defensive positions. 

9. O'7Sep66D+2 . 
.. 

- .. ' 

(a) 07CS35H Companies B, C (BT274264), reOeived approx., 50rda' 
a.utomatic weapons .·fire after "loading on truoks from an estimated 4 vo. 
Companies·B 'and.c returnE;?d p.,ppr~x. 80 rou~ds smal~a.rms fire.' VO 
broke cont~ct and a thorough search of the 2.re:.lv12~S conducted. Found. 
nothing. 'Gom~ B sustained 3 USMC WIAI s and Company C sustained. 2" 
USMC WIA t s. C' :', , 

(b) 070915H CODJnlEmd Group and coritparrles B, C and D arrived 1Iill 54 
and secured from operation NAPA. . 

@~©ll~~U.SURE (2) Pli.GE P 
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10. 070940H Comparw E, 2ndBn, 5thMar chopped OBeON 1stBn', .5thMax. 

11. 071200H' XC: Command Group and Company D OpeON to Chu La! Defense 
Connnand. 

12. 082005H Sqd ambush 2nd plt COPlpanyC,',coord.(BT 388116),., . 
received two rds sniper fire··froma.n,uncletcnllined direction. l;io fire 
was returned. 

13. 092045H Fire team listening post, CompanyBt coord. (BT 394136)" 
received one incoming hand grenade. Fire team returned two hand 
grenades and five rda small, arms fire. 81mm mortar illumination, was 
fired. Observed nothing. 

14. 101330H Sparrowhawk sqd displaced to coord. (BT 462968). 

15. 1~1435H Sparrowhawk sqd returned to Hill 54 •. 

16. 118835H Company:a, S&D I'1ission, (:aT 4051(9), received ap:Pr9x •. 40 
rds sma,llarms fire from an estimated 2 'Ie at coord. (BT405116). No 
fire was returned due to distance. Four squads ~lere, dispatched to 
pursue ve at vic. (BT 405116). Two va were apprehended, both va were 
identified as being 'Ie by a P9Pula.r forces patrol.VO ,we're screened 
and forwarded to ITT. 

17. 111230H Company E, S&D mission, (ET. 391118), 'apprehended 2 vas. 
Doth were scr.eened and forwardec to ITT. 

18. f22125H H&S Company, (BT 397145), fire team 'listening post 
obsex'ved 6 'Ie vic. (BT 394140). Requested mortar fire mission. 81rmn 
fired 7, rds WP and 16 rds Rill. 60nnn mortars from CompaIV D fired 14 
rds HJ during the firing. lstBn, 5thMar combat base received 2 rds of 
incoming 60mm rds. Sustained 3' friendly Wlli's non med evac. va broke 
contact and patrol seaxched the area at f~st light. Found nothing. 

19. 13Sep66 Negative contact throughout the day. 

20. 14Sep66 Negative contact throughout the dGllY" 

21. 150900H Company B, S&D mission (DT 365157), located and 
destroyed one tunnel dimensions 2t' X 4' X 8'. 

22. 152120H.,Sqd amb Company A, (DT 487103), received 16 rde small 
arms fire from two directions CBT 489103) and (BT 490103). ,l:lquad 
returned approx. 20,rds small arms fire. Searched area. Nothing found. 

23. 152200H Sqd amb Company A, (:BT 489101), received approx. 20 
rds small arms fire from one sniper. Sqd returned' 10 rds small arms 
fire. Searched area. Found nothing. 

24. 162100H Sqd amb Company A, CBT 478142), received 2 rds small arms 
fire from(BT 478142). Conducted search of area. 

... ~ ID'IC© 
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25. 162147H1s.t"pl1; Compa.l\Y A in d~fensive position, (13'1' 48i103), . 
received one rifle· grenade from (;aT 485105.). No fiXe was returned •. 
Checked area found:nothj.ng .• ' . , 

, . 

26. 17105'OB ~d plt ComPal\Ve, S&J)~isl3i9~, (BT 3961"1), obsorved· 
5 VO wearing PJI s and carrying, weapons trc.velliilg in a westerly , 
direction at (BT 396103). PIt fired 5 60mm mortars and lost sight 
of va due to thick brush. A squad was dispatohed to check area. 
Found nothing., . 

27. 17Se1166 Ope~e.tion Gcilde~FleecaS1e Commenoing 15Sep66 with-
in coord.(BT3'83163), '(BT 312189), (BT'383146'), (BT 365141), and 

(BT 363159). Two rifle pIts with a. company oonunand group have been ' 
continually conducting ~ensive d~light patrols and night nmbushes 
on routes of appronch and within ha.Inlets and harvesting area. 
2. Initially coordination wi thlooai· .offioials requested that 200 lbs 
of alre8.dy harvested rice be moved ~or , relocated villagers. This has. 
been accomplished~ Harvosting proceeding sat~sfactor~ly with only 
two minor incidents thus fax, bothh~ppening Qn 15Sep66 when one VC 
tax Collector was killed and one tunnel was destroyed. Presently 
there is approx. 400 to 500 kilos of :t1ce ~o be harvested.' . , 

28. 172300H Plt amb Company C,(BT 405105), sprung 8l'l. ambush on an 
Qstimated -7 ve. PIt fired approx. 400 rds small eXl£lS fire, VO 
returned 2 hand grenades and broke conto,ct. Illumination fire nUssicm 
WiJ.S fired~ and a search of the area re~e8..l.ed one VO KIA confirm,ed, ' 
armed with a French sub maohine gun. Two· minor USIvIC .WIA '.6 were 
sustained. A thorough search of the QXea at fii-at light revealed 
extensive amounts. of blood trails and signs ,of bodies having been 
draggedaw~. Estimate :2 VC KIA probabie. . 

29. 17Sep66 Operation Golden Fleece continuing satisfaotorily, 
with negative results •. 

,0. 182250B Sqd seo ptr, Company A. (BT 491139), observed '·;men 
at (BT 4891;8). U}jon approaching the men, patrol received 30 rds 
automatic .we,~ons fire. Sqd retp,rned approx.- 80 rds smo.ll arms fire 
and .observed ori~VC ·kru?oked dOw. VCinnccliatoly'broko contaot, . 
assisting t~e'VC thatw~sknooked down. Patrol immediately pursued, 
but was u~able to regai4 oontact. EstllJate one va KIA·prObable •. 

31 18Sep66 Operatiqn Gol:dcp.Fleece oontinuing sati!;3factorily. ,fi,pprdx.~·· 
25 Vietnamese harvested in the vioinity of 1500 lbs of p;.ice. There is 
awrcx. ,500 acresaf. ,r:j.ce rCL1aining to p e har:vested. No ,VC cont~ct. 

32. 19Sep66 Negative contact throughout the day~ 

33. 201155H 2nd PltCompany C, S&D mif'lsion, (BT 382'145)~aIlprchended 
2 ves, one female and one male. During the process ofsee.rohing them, , 
the male bolted and would not halt. PIt fired 2 rds small a.nus fire 
killing VC male. A thorough seach of VC revealed a map of Hill 54's 
defensive positions., Hap and female ves will to ITT. One 
VC,KIA oonfirmed. ,~ 

. , ... ,~,;# 
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}4. 20Sep66 Operation Golden ,Fleecesecured~ .l'l.pprox. 40 Vietne.me,~e 
harvested all the rice this morning. +t is estimated approx. '6;000 
kilos of rice vere he.ryes~ed over t~1e~ pait ·5 de.(i's. Wi thin "3 to 4 
weeks gTeen rice within thisarep,<VJiil;t. ,~l3;i:ri: be ready for harvest. 
Operation Golden Fleece ended' today"'wftJi orie :Lncident 7• 

~. -

35. 201815H Company 0, coord. (BT 366163), pIt ambush, received 3 
rds S':1.ell arms fire. PIt returned one round small arms fire. Snipor 
broke contact. A search of the area. was c onducted.Found nothing. 

36. 21Sep66 Negative contoot throughout the daye 

37. 222045H 1 stBn, 5thlfur combat base, (BT 394145), rec(li vcd 3 rds 
small erms fire from estimated 6 to 7 VC, (BT 394143). No fire was 
returned. Illuminati,on fired, observed nothing. 

38. 222223H PIt defensive position Compal1Y 1;. (BT 514157, received' 
one round believed to be 82mm mortex in frent of position, (BT 51116,). 
Also heard voices and movement in S8.Iile area~ Illumination fired. 
Observed nothing. 

39. ·222235H Squad sec patrol CbmpEUJY A (BT 515518), received 3 rds 
automatic weapons fire from (BT 515153). Searched area with sentry 
dOgs. Believe one VC penetr~ted perimeter. Continuous illumination 
.was fired. Nothing was observed. 

40. 230030H Fire team listoning post 1stBn, 5thl:Iax, (BT 394145), 
roceived 4 rds small 2xms fire from (BT 392144). No firo was retl1.rned. 
Firod illumination. Observed nothing. 

41. 230100H Squad sec patrol Comp~ A, (BT 515158), received 
sporedic small arms fire from village (BT 513153)~ No fire returned. 
Checkod area found nothing. 

42. 23 1335H Company :0(-) S&D mission, (BT 383103), observed approx. ,0 VC carrying we8.pons and moving northwesterly (BT 398090). b.rty ill'9 
mission c8.l1ed, fired 2 rds WP e~d 95 rds HE. Excellent target 
coverage. In the process of seexching aroa, approhended 71 Vietnanlesa. 
·OOOPa.n:Y ,B scrooned_ them with interpret~r. Estimate 3 VO KIA and 3 
WI.i~ e.11 probable. Dispatched' squad to search Rill 99, (BT 396090). 

43. 23'1118H Squad s&iJ mission Company B (BT 375156), loct:tted and 
des'h'oycd a. tunnel 10 1 long by 3' wide by 3' high. 

44.· 23?150H Company C LP, (BT 397145), obscrvbdone VC moving in 
vicinit.1 of defensive wire (BT398145). LP firud ilIum. and approx. 
15 rds small arms fire. Se~rch0d exea with negative results. 
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46. 251045H 3rd PIt Compelly'C secUrii;y:mi~sioxi~' (BT')82142), 
~.pp'rohended one 'Ves i'emale ~ .hut whiJ.;e checkingID cards. vas . ' 
a.pprohended appeared on: 1 stBn" thYlat' b;I.ack' list~''VCS'was' iorwccXded 
to ITT. '" "." . 

41. 262040H' ,2nd>Plt'CompMY C' s&ri':~issJ.on, JBT 37f149)''''lb~:cted ~ci 
destroyed in':plaoo· one 'booby trap intlie' shape of arc.dioapprox.~ 
half' the size' oi'8;'~iiC"·ra.tion ct\se'Wi the. i'e.koantenna.. ,,' 

'. " ...:. '~.;., ", .: . .',.. 

48. 26Sep66 CompanJ 13 conducted';swecp oi"K;y'Xuan Island 'withi 

negative,,?Qntact. 
.. • 'I ~:: 

49. 261515H "Squad S&D~~~~io.n,~,Co~pa!ly'gt.'(~T 4061,14)~' aiml;:eh~:mded" 
3 ves, two of which, ~ppoarod,,·en,'1atBIl, '5t.ll1"laX" black ll:st. 'All '.' '< 
werescrccned and forwarded to ITT. 

., 

50. 261800H ;rd Pl t CompaI\Y' C S&D mission, (BT .372150 ), .. ap'pr~hendod 
one VeSt He was:screened ~andforwarde'd to ITT on 27Sep66.· . 

51. 21Sep66 Negative contaot throughout the day. 
"". . :!'-

52. 28Sep66 eOmpa.I\Y Dchop' ~o ".stBn, 5th Marinas fromOhuLai defense, 
COmIn2.l'l.d and returned to Bill 54. 

I ,_ \ , ... 4 ' • . '. '" 
53. 28Sep66 Companies K, L 2..nd N, 3rdBn, 5thl'Iar OroON 1stBn, 5thMe.x· - . 
for duratio~ operationMOntcrey • 

. ~ :. . , . 

54. 290845II 3rd PI iCompBnYB squad S&D mission, coord. (BT 352164), 
apprehended oneVeS who was id:entif'ied by·villagoIle.llllet chief as ' .. 
being a. ve. 'VCS was soreene,d and s ant to 1 sWn" 5 thNa~·ciombatbase 
for further tre.nspbrt'atibft'to ITT.; . 

55. 290905B 1stPlt aOOPf~ B squad rec9P mission, cOQrd. (BT,398090), 
received 4 rds small arms firE3"£rortr'westerly direction. SqUad 'returned 
12 rdssoail arms fire and two M-79 rds. VC broke oontaot. Squad 
oontinued mission. 

56. 29Sep66 Operation Monterey 

(a) . 290630H Company L, 3rdBn, 5thNe,;r a.n.d L Btry, 2ndl3n, 11Max 
oornmenced movement via motor convoy to vicinity (BT 301189). 

(b} 290aOOH Company L, 3rdJ3n, 5thI1.."'!.r and L Btry, 2ndBn. 11 thMar 
arrived ooord. (BT 301189. 

(0) 290810H company C and D, .1stBn, 5thMar and Comp8~ K, 
3rdBnt 5thMar commenoed movement to dismount point (BT 291201). 

@\1@~&\~~~~~~® 
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(d) 290900H Company C and D, 1stBn, 5thMnr [md Company K, 

3rdBn, 5t~~ arrivod at dismount point, (BT 291201) and commenced 
search and destroy operati9n wi thin zone of action • 

. . ," ."-." 
(e). 291045H Company D;' co6rd~; (B-T.:264184), located and 

destroyed a 7 I by 12 I ce.ve. . 

(f) ·291445H Company C, coord. (BT 237.168), received approx.18 
rds sniper fire from estimated 3 snipers at coord. (BT 2251:68), fiXed 
6 rde IB 81rnm mortars. Company C searched area and reoeived 10 to 15 
more rds small 8Xms fire from hut. Returned' 100 rds small arms fire 
end burned hut. Found blood,.tr.':'.;il, estimate one. va 'vIll. 

(g) 291630H Established night defensive positions. Fren linG 
positions eIe as follows: aomrili~d Group, (BT 235173); Company C, 
(BT 232173); Company K, (BT 2351.75) a,nd CST 2321(4). 

57. 30Sep66 D+1 

(a) 3011 DOH 1~1l units cor.llJ1Gncedmovsment vie. motor COi1VOY 
to Hill 54. 

(b) 301150H All units arrived Hill ~ 4 and .s ecured. from 
Oper.p.tion Montorey. 

/ (0) 301200H Companies K, L and ~1 ohop to ,rdBn, 5thMar from 
1stBn, 5thlY1:'1X. 

.,,"-: 
.• 1' 

58. 302310H Squad ambush COmo'l)ny .fI., coo~d. (BT 433140), observed ji' 
two boata. wi thout light~ on river vicinitY (BT 437136). Squad firodl . 
six rounds 81mm ilIum. °quE'.d observed five 'Occupants on boat who./ 
fired four rounds small arms fire. Squad returned three M-79 roun~ 
and approx. 100 rounds smaJ.l e.rms fire sinking both boats .... Estilll~ta 
5 VC KL', probable. . l 

(d) 301730H Oompany B OPCON t; Chli Lai Defense Commnndl 
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HEADQ,UAR1'ERS ., 

" 1st Battalicm, .5th Marines. 
1st Marine DivisJon, (ReinJ, .Fl'lF 

Fro, . SsJl .Franci~,?o, .9615.02 

.. .;, .... 

'" ~. 

?J./RB/ai: 
''3480 . 
0035-66 
11 Sep 1966 

From,s'· Commanding 'Officer 
To : Commanding General, Ist"'Ma~ip.~ p~vision, (-:) (ReiJ.1), FMF 

.' Via I Cominandi.ne· Offioer, 5th ¥.ai~s:' . 
. ::' ," .,' , e SUbj' Combat Operation After Action Report; Qper~tionNAPA'· 

Ref: 
(b DiVO 3480.1 ., ... 
(al CG, lstMal.1)iv hag Ordez: 15~66 

(0 ,.Maps: Mt\.S Series L7014, V~etpil.Pl (i:50,bQO)Sheet~ 6640 II and 
6640 III. .. 

. . 

Eliclt Operation Overlay, D~DaY, 5 Sept~lli.ber:196~ , 
Operation Overlay,D+l, .6 ~.piember 1966 
Operation Overlay, J)+2, 1 Septem,ber '1966 

1. Code Name and Type or Operation 

Opera. tion NAPA (Search and Des~~oy) 

2. Dates of Operatio •. 

5 - 7 Se~tember' 1966 

3. kqcation 

East ot Rigp Duo-oSOna-, . L1' Lf ValleY'. Quang T1A'tlroViMe, RVN, on ltI.p. 
Sheet, AMS Series L7014 Viet~ (lz50,OOO) Sheets 6640 II and, 6640 III. 

4. COlllllandlt,adquarters 

.CO, 1st Bn, 5th .M9.rineS 

co, Co B 

CO, CQ ~ 

00,00 D 

r ,.;-i 

.. L~Cal H,' ~. cOFFMAJ{ 

Ca.pt J. p. T. SULLIVAN 

lstLt M. l3,~ DARLING 

1,tLt J '., l(iI_ BRA.Y 
", .. :. 

: @i©M~~~~U~~~ 
'~~~ 
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,5. TaSk Oeganization 

;Lit Battalion, 5teHa;iM' 
R&SCo{-), 
1st pIt{.), Co B. 1st Eng.r Dn 
l)et~ ARVN interpreter TIll' , 

C_A.X if (Rein) 
Co 13 ' 
De~.R&SCO 

Det,.Oomm pit 
'" Det, Ned pH 

:ro tIn, 61nim pIt 
FAD tm 

ro tm, Brty D,2/1~, 
Det, SentrY-Dog plt' 

.. ' 

, 
. ..' 

Det, ARVN interpreter tm, 
1st Sqd(-), 1st plt, Co B, '1st ~'Bn 

'CompS.n.yC CRein)' 
Co C 
Det" 'R&S Co . , 

. Det, COnun pl t 
Det, Med pIt 
FO tm, Slmm pl t 
FAG tm. r~,_ ~. 

FO tIn,. Btry D, 2/11 

. '" 

, ~ 

"it,' 
, ' 

Det, Sentry-Dog pl t ' " " 
Det, ARVN interpretertm 
2nd'sqd (-), 1st pIt; Co 13, lst,Engr Bn 

kttalion Reserve I Company D (:Rein) 
Co D 

i, _ 

Det, 11&5 Co 
, ~~t. qomm ,plt 
" ' Det,' Med pl t' " " '" 

'po" tm' 81m 'pl t 
" ", . - . 

'¥O tm, ,Bt~ D, 2711 
,rd sqd (-), 1st pIt; 00 ,~, 1st Ener 13n 

6lmm Morta.r· pit c":) , " 

, " 
" 

, ; ,LtCoi COYFMA.N 

Capt SULLlV AN , 
<1/' 

"." 

"" 

" 

1st Lt DARLWG 

, ,\ 

lstLt BRAY" . ' 

>:.' .. 

, " 

,~ ~' , 

, lstLt, BELKNAP,. , ' 

.... ,;. 

, (1) , Hellpopter Buppott"~' fwo armed Huey aircraft provided, 'oonVoy es-
cort from HUJ. 54 to Tam ICy on D .. 1-. On D-Day, two Huey aircraft again pro­
videdoonvoy, esoort from Tam Ky to the Battalion \I.;!'~i~~L.1ol!;u.g~--i;l"""~:?!l 
ai~t were',used on D-Day for evaouation of Ua.'::;Iw:t. .. I.".I.lI 
.. c~ .• _ ',t 

• '::': ', . .'., ~ '. ,~,-, , ~~@~lM~~~~~'t!:::--_--
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WCA.TION . TACTIOAL' ntSPOSITION 

,rd Bn' 
80th Bn' 
72.nd Bn 
A .. 16 Co 
K-52 Co 

BT222:3 
BT 2125 

~" BT2122 
BT'2i24 
BTl02l 

UNIC ' 
'WK' 
'WX 
'UNK " 

'. wK· 
,~. (2) . Intelligenoe information "as initially furni~d to this, unit by 

the 5th, Marines. ' .' ,,"~:';. '. ' 

(~) lJlle objective of 'this 'op~rati~'4;:;~:~' to conduct sea.roh of area 
of operation and to deatroy 8.,QJ VC units. ~~:¥~~igned area.; , .", 

-' _. : ':~:?~~~~8K~·t:) " . . -, . . . 
,b. ve, Strength "and Situation AOtuallV:;-'Faffiid' on Operation NAPA. As a re­

sult o.f~the operation, elements of this:Ba:t:~;(~on aooounted' for six VC Illl.' by 
body: 00unt; one. VC KIA. (proba.ble.); seven VC?'f:~~,'(probabla); thirteen vee; and'· 
eleven.VCS .. ,All vcc/ves wer~ forwarded to,~·9~:;:ITT·,for furtherinterro'gation. 
On D-Day,elem.entsof the Battalion beca.me':~~~ed with an estimatedstlWl.d ' 
size ·looal: forceuni t,' 'With conta.ct lasting lora 'short ,period~ During" the .. _ 
night o£,D-Day" an element of the. Battalion't.tnsprobed, for. a period' of approx­
imately,one hour by an estimate~, two Main Forc~ sqUads, utilizing ,small arms, 
autonatic weapons, hand grenades, and 6Omm. mOrtar fire. F~om Dt1 to the end ,.: 
of the operation; enem;y activity consisted of: sporadiC sniper' fire and one ' , 
booby trapping incident,~ . ,I ' 

o. -- va 'Units Identified. ,None 
" . 

. , 

d. ,Significant Intelligence Gained. 
" 

(1)' The voluntary-evaoUation of' ap~~~mat~lY 60 villagers from 'QUI .. 
XllLlN Ha.mlettoTL~'XY indica~es ,a,grO'Wing,d~$qQntent, With VC forQe~ in the '. 
area of oJ)eratio!l. '" ' '" .",\.~~~. ." _ 

(2). Interrogat'io~ 'of villagers inmON BON Iia.ml~t· (BT .2;0255) and" 
~UIXmiN Hamlet ·fBT 2]J25·,),:1nd:i,cq.ted the'po,ssible preseIlCe of one M.1.in Force 
vc/mu ... Company ill, thes~ l;),re.as a.s late as 0$00. on 140 morning of D-Day.' VC 

. were' thought. to 'have ;mpvednorthwest to the:Vicini ty. of;PHU ~ Hamlei; (BT' <,. 

1972.53) prior to the arriva~ of the Marines •. '· .' .' " ,: ' 
. . . : . '. .,. '. ,.;", 

: (3) Enemy units engaged in probing attack on B Comp3JlY position on 
night of D-Day were thought to bemair.l fo;y.~:.~~ts as indicated by Uniform and 
eq,uipment discovered qn,VC IqI1.. '.' E~emy snipe:z;.s:'Were est1m9.ted tCU:>9, 10001 . 
force personnel. with the mission 'of hara·si:d.~::a:nd delaying the'Marine advanoe. 

e. Terrai~ ',. ,. 
,; 

. (i)Cri'tiCal Ter~a.in, Features. Hil1~'6 ('BT 209249) and Bill (unk) 
·(BT 22.3248) and surrounding hamlets~ . , 
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L~m--acld:i:t1:ofi;'-ti;-;a.r:me;';' d Huey aircraft-were co~J:i.ntially on station d~ing day."", 

hours. Three H-34 aircraft, accompa.ni~d by armed Huey aircraft, _evacu­
~ted three oasuaUies on D+l. .li.dditionally,'two and one half tons of~ce 

, 

vere relocated to Tam Xy on D+1. One-resupply mission, made up of siX If-34 
~ircraft, brought in supplies on.~e evening 'of'D+l. Three medical evacua­
tions were performed on D+2, and two H-34 aircraft provided convoy esoortfor 
the BattaliOn back to Hill 54. " 

; (2) Fixed Wing -'Fixed wing support'for'this operation consisted 
~olely of one aircraft performing spotting mission& throughout the ,daylight 
hours of the operation. ' ' 

b. !1rtillery·Support. 

,(1) 5 September 1966 -' ilxti+lery was used to fire preparation fires 
on the Battalion objective. The fire~ were fora duration of fifteen minu.tes 
and were oontrolled by an air-observer. Target ooveragewas excellent. Fuzes, 
quiok and, tel4Y, were employed in order' to detonate any booby traps. ,During , 
~he night of 5' September, extensive H & I fires were fired within approximately 
~OO meters of Cront line positions~ At 052235, Company B reoeived,mortar fire, 

,grenades 'and small arms fire from a.n estimated two VC squads. The fire fight 
pontinued for approxiioately one hoU+. Continuous artillery illumination was 
provided during this period. Fires were called on suspected VC withdrawal 
~outes. The area was investigated the following morning and numerous VC blood 
trails were found. 

(2) 6 September 1966 - The Battalion moved back over theprev,ious 
aayls route in the direotion or Highway 1. Jirti11ery air observers. provided 
excellent visual coverage of the operation area and made timely rep"'orts to 
the Battalion. This provided the Battalion with current information regarding 
terrain and villager movement. The night of 6 September was bOmparatively un­
eventful as far as enemy contact was concerned. 'l~ain artillery H & I fires 
were fired close to friendly troops. Naval gunfire was on oa11 throughout the 
pight but was not employed due to lack of cne~ contact. 

(}) 1 September 1966 - .At Os,O, the Battalion boarded trucks to re­
turn to the' combat base at Hill 54. The overall support by artillery Was con~ 
sidered to be excellent. The support was'proVided by E and F Batteries of 
Second Battalion, and K Battery, 4th Battalion, 11th Marines. 

1. Intelligence 

a. Estimate of VC Strength, lacation and Taotioal DisJ?(?si tion 

(1) Forces i.nticipated in the Immediate Objeotive,axea. 

,21st ~egt, 620th Div 
1st Bn 

:WC.A.TION 

BT 1821 
BT 202} 

STRENGTH 

200 
600 
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~:~;;i!~'ir~~i~a:fie~si~E::~ 
'. ;. :' ,'., 

(:~)' . Cov~rand ·ccinoealnient~ .. -;~Q.elient. QQver and'~~noealmen,t were :pro ... 
v:i;.ded'by1;:cee'l:i;nes~ ,grassYiareas,:hedge 'rows andlocall,y Qonstru,gted rtrenQh 
lines With,iinand surr0ll!lding thEl hamlets~ OOl'l;cealment in cul~~vated areas 
Was PQdr,but,' sdmecover'wasprovided by paddy: dikes. " 

(4) 'Obstaoies. ':Noma:jo:r\obstacie$'Were :~l1.countered. ,Str~.ams':;were' 
found'to '·be fordable. "', " 

.. ,' ,. \ . -

8. Mission~ 1,stBattalion( -) (R~in), 5th Marincl3 'c,onducted search and destroy 
operation' east of Hiep ~c-s<;mg, 'LyLy yalley, Q~ng'Tin PrQvince. 
'. ".~-~.,. "'~ .. " ">. '.,,":,"1' :.' ..... ,: ~.' ";', ,~< .-, 

9.Conoe t of 0 etation.' Commenc~',13d6' on D-l; 1st Batta11on5th Marines 
(;")(Rein moved via 'truck COXl.'voY toTa:m:Ki;thereaft~r onD;';Daymoved via trilok 
east of :giep Duc";Song, Ly Ly Valley, Q'uang Tin Province, and conducted ~earah ' 
and destroy ope'raHon in assigned a.rea. >" " , ' , 

'", ' ,. • ',' ',~,; ; ->, ," " I 'r .J',. ~. . ,".: " , 

10. ':Chron6i6gicafsO~u~nbe' br EV6nts~ , ~, 

~ .' • "',' '-.' .' >.- "~ 

'5:'~n:;.);., . (1) 051035H ...... Company', 0; (BT 233253), reoeiyed three 'rounds sniper 
'. fire froIilone ampere '.No'fir,ewas· returne'd. ,Uxilible<'to'deteriiiirie location of 

VC d~::.~l~f~~:~.~~r~~:::;;~~~~:~~.~:;8;~:::[1.ri:C'~:~.::~ .. '~~~;~rire 
£tom&n':;esti$8. teQ;,·s~~'snipers;\'at r~BT '24625T).;i~'; Oompany:m ' returne·d~l2.';;ro:un'ds i ' 

'smaH 8.rmsfire,'and observed;'one yo knooked down by fire:~ '. VO broke 'contact:. 
Searched area,' found' nothing. Estimated one VCWLl (proba.ble). .,. 

~ . .' :.<} "~~'~~':;::~" :J ... e"~""~r-;c",~!.;~';~ : .... :~~,.;lLl:.'~Si;:~\".,~ ~.*;:t·:1~ .. :~~:'··. vl.l.:~·~{1 ~';~;/:t.'J.~? >},-~,: .. 
" ' (;) 'i 05i22.5H::~ .,C0tILpany::::n;: (BT·,2:.?32248} ,,'~::rece:iv:e d;; approximi;ea.y50>roUnds 
8t:lall arms' fire:'from,t'an, \estimaJtedi>:ten';ve rat: (BT,;;.2;30243 ). Com}ifiriY"D',re:tW::ried 
a.ppro~~ t'eil:y,! 50'.<i~6urid's .,small @i'ms~ fire\'·gtnd': tW9 6omm·"I!I.Orte.rs. VO ceased fire. 
ilXeawas not' checked. Notified 3rdBattalion, 5th, Msxines fJ:om whose assigIlOd 
~~,~;.'v~,f.~e~:~~~~~:;;~~,:::;:';:':: . :.' ",':/,' '" 'Hi;:',.;'\,:,;/~:,. . "i

l,"'» 

, (4) .0512300:"::Com),)Et:tly B, (BT 221251), apprehend';d two VC. One admit-
ted 4,!';l1.)~~;·,a 'VC';!; 0tn€:t;VC ,-0as:');den:~~fj;e'd b'y' PoJ;li!cf:hcnief\"pf;; ~UI1:'X:U;lN,JHaruat~:,' 
Bp,thVO :.;were;;;scrE3;ened'!and:~:66~rde~ 'to 5th. \M.'U' iries:~S-2: ~ i~: ;">~'>; ;';:':"";~;i' 

;{icl,.;/,«}:;.(5)~;);95~:3;t~/.71pompany;~C.;· ,:(13'J.1~223450}l·;re()e.iVed;·49 .. i:ounds<"amBJ;J;;;,Q;rms 
fi;r:~:,f:tom an;'estililate~,:ten"VG';'a~' t:aT:;'~}248)~:,;'CoIi1pany {LretUrne~,a;pproJi:iDlBitely 
:1;:50 ~rounds,;~,,-a.r~i£~e;~;n(r? five'i~~ff3.';: :~c6Iripa:ny:,c ;susta:ined'~;ol'ul;;(l.fsM3~WIA 

~ li6.S " .~V~~t~d'.;i~ "1st "Med::,;g~';:,hea. waS:.:~~~"~d.,, nothi~~ ~""~.} 
" - ' ,; l~ ,~WJ,_ 
; . -I :}' ,"::. ", ',; , ", @~~'~~~~fi~ll~ 'L.-;.:.:-.:-' ~--
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,~ 
", (6) 05l335H -Company-D, (BT ,225245j,' '~eceiv'ed appr<n:hnatei1'20 
rounds autoJ!lS.tic weapons fire from'a,n,est:katedelevenVC at (BT 223247). ,Twq 
p1a.toons fr,om CompanYD assualted va position and firgd approxiinatel i 100 rounds 
Small 'armS fire' and four L.aA\ifs,. VC 'broke contao,t., A th9r~t searoh of the, 
e.rea. wa.s conducted. Fi va dea.d' va were found. '.itlso found w~~ ol.le US!nib- ", 
machine gun and a saok coI:1ta;i.n~'miscel~aneoua .7,8?'igeal:'.~:\The,captured wea.pon 
and 762 gear were forwarded 'to, th~{ 5th ;)~.:yt¢~ 'S-2;," ',', '" ' ":, -, 

• -. M , • t. ~ '. . I: ~,,:' ~' , . ' . J ." 

_ ,(1) d~1400H - Company ,0, (B1',~2~2~~)",~ppiell~l.lded~oneVC. 'VCllas " 
~dentified by police chief,' o'fQui Xuart Hamlet.,_ ,VO -''''Rssoreened' and forwarded 
to 5th Narines S-2. ' '" -" ',"It.i'~..il' _ -, , , .. ' 

·1, ' " 

(8) 05143OH ... CompaI\Y B, '(B'I', 214255)~apprehended three ve. , All VC 
were identified by police ohief of t~ Xuan Hamlet as beingVC suppliers. dl 
were screened and forwarded to 5th Harines5-2. -, 

(9) 0514300: - compa~ D,' (:aT 224246);~i~~ted a de~d VO ~essed.in 
bla.ck short PJ I s. BodY was 'booby trappedwith.,pressure.;,r~lease :typeChi-Com 
grenade. B90by ,trap and body were des:t~oyeu iri.pl~,oe. ,': '.,-- : - , 

'" , ..; ~ .. ..: .\.:t .' . '. ~ ~'" ~ ~ t.~ .... ~;.- :' • '. '. J. . 

{i9)O~1435H ... C,ompahy D, (B~ ,2i924~),: ;aRB~eliende~?io:ur vc~,i All :;, 
were soreened and fo~arded to 5th farines S-2.' - . 

. . . ~~:~ 

(11) 0516000 - H&sa6m~ny,- (BT213253). ,'appr~henqed~our ve. .All 
VC were idelltified by polioe. chief: of.. ,QUi Xu.an Ham.let~VC .. weresoteened and 
forw~ded to 5th_:rvhrine,s8-2/' , " '- '-. 

(12) 0516300 ~ co.nd Groupl:!-nd co~pailies::6,:,O and If/e:S~blished 
nightdet'erisive positions. Raie,r to Operation. Ovorlay ~orD-D~l', ' '_, 

(13) 0511300 -. Company 11, (:aT 210255), apprehendedone'·VC feIOO.le 
nurse identified: by police chief of Qui' Xuan Hamlet. va was ,screened and 
forwarded to -5th r13.arinea &-2-." . ' ' .' . '- ' 

(14) 051925H' - Company B, .(:BT211254),' reoeivedfo~ rounds SlIlall e 
arms fire froIDa:n eS,t:1mated tw,o ,yc at (:ST 214244). 'COhlPaDy: '13:returne'd tollX 
~~ ,mo~~axB,. . VC ,brok~, CO~~[Le~. .U'ea was not Oheckcddue" todarknGSS. 

(15),052235H - C~JmpariY 13, (:aT 212254)t in ,defensive, 'positiori, was' 
probed by an estimated two -VC-squEtd~\, VC ,threw eight ,to ten ho.nd grenades,,: 
fired' eight 60mm mortars and approJtim£l,te1y SO'rounds small arms. Compa~ 13 
returned approximatelY 20 hand grenad.es, 15 'M-19 rounds and 100 rounds sJOO,l1 
arms. VC broke conta.ct a.nd fled to the northwest. Artillery, fhe mission 
conducted on VC withdrawal route. COlilpany B sustained two ,USl~lU KIA's. - 'A 
thorough sea.rch of the 'area ro:vealed one ve, KLi. (ocirifirmed),' one US sub-ma.chine 
gun and several peices of 782 gear. Due to the extensive amount of blood and 
signs of bodies havipg been'dragged away, Company 13 est1m8te(i .one' VO' KL~ 
(probable) and six VO w:u (probable) •... , . , , " . ..' ",-

" , 

, b., D+l - 6 September 1966~' ",:',,,;' ';, ),~',_, ,;_ ' " 

'(1) ,,06063511 - CompanY, C, (BT 2Q9249),' reCeived: a~~lox'~t~iy seven " 
rounds sniper fire from two snipers at ,(BT 2P7245). Corapa.ny C roturned ap­
eroxioately' 2'tq.rounds small arms fil:e aAd one k ... ~W. A thorough. saa.roh of the 

lrea. was oonduC~d. F~ nothiJ3g~ ',' ®~@~ro~~~m~® :',' " ... 
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• 
(2.) iH - COlilpany C, (BT 2052.43), ,apprehended one ves Who had 

fl.pproximately 800 Ibs of rice ooncsa:).ed in his'#ut~ vas was sent to 5th 
f'rarines S-2. 

(;) 060835H - Company C. (BT 200243), located ,a VO bi+leing area. 
;police chief of Qui Xuan Hamlet st~t.~d ~~ "la{3, used for va leotures. Billet .. 
ing area was destroyed by fire. " , , 

(4) O,60840H - Company Ot (BT 260244), apprehended one female VC 
~dentified by police chief of ~ui Xuan Hamlet a~ being a VC supplier. VC was 
~creened and forwarded to 5th 11arine~ ~2~ 

, ',(5) 06'11300 - H&S Compa~, (:aT 214255), appreh~nd,ad one va ,'identified 
by police ohief of QUi Xuan Hamlet: as beiqg Ohairman of Young Women VO Associ-
~tion. VC was screened and sent to 5th ~arines 3-2.' . . , ' 

(6) 06l3l5H - Cor.1pa.ny TI, (BT 23~?55), tripped two tension release booby 
trapped Chi-Com grenades buriedalcbpg t:p~;i).~ "Company. B sustained four minor 
USHC VilA's. " ,',,',' , 

(7) 061430H - Oompany D, (BT 252256), apprehended one vas. vcs was 
screened and sent to 5th I~arines S~2. 

(8) 06l625H - Company 0, (BT 247255), reoeived five ~ounds'sniper 
fire from one sniper at (BT 247253). Company e returne·a 50 rounds :sma:llarms 
fire, tenH-79 rounds and three 3.5 rockets. Company C sustained one USl~£ KIA. 
A thorough search of the area was conduoted and five VCS were appreh~nded, 
soreened and fo:r.warded to 5th Marines 8-2. . 

(9) 061630H -Command Group and COlilpanies B, C and D established. 
night defense positions. Refer to D+l operations overlay. 

c. D+2";' 7 September 1966 ... 

(1) 070835H - Companies Band 0, (BT 274264) 'reoeived 8pprox'imately 
50 rounds automatic w~8:pons fire, after loading on trucks from an estimated 
four vets. Companies Band C returned app;roximately 80 rounds small arms fire. 
va broke contact ~nd a thorough search of 'tlle area "was, conducted. Found 
nothing., Company B sustained three minor Um~e·WIA's. Company'a,sustained 
two minor USNC WIAI S • ' ' 

(2) 070915H - Command Group and COdpanies B, C, and D arrived'Hi1l54 
and secured from Operation NAPA. Refer ,to D+2 operatiop.s over~y. 

11. Result~ 

a, PersonnQ1 

(1.) :VC' KiA-',' ~ -,. 6 -,- , ID~@~IAl~~~W~~® 
I. (2) ve KL~/(Probable) 1 

··.IW~J , 
\ 

-
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ill) • 
(3) .·.VC VlL~ 

@~©~Dj~~~W~~® 
o· (7) 

- . 
-(4) vc Wu (Probable)" 7 (6) 

· (5) vee 

(p) ves 
1~ .. : .. , 

. ':';:~; ~ .:', ,'il:: ..... ":/'" 
b. EqUipment and Material' 

.(1) Jacket, military, 1 

(2) . Empty Penic211ian bottles 

(3) -Assorted Documents 

(4) Ht-'!.1.d. book l 

· (5) lD ~da .. a 
(6) Yap 1 

(7) Links, ammo w/expended, .1 

· (8), 
cartridge· 
Fuse 1 

(9 ) Knife 1 

(10) Crossbow, 1 

(11) Rds 45 cal ammo 160 

(12) C~rtridge belt ',1 

(13) Canteen. w/c~ver. : 1 

(14) .unmo carrier 2 

(15) Rds empty cartridges 200 

(1,6) Rds empty ca::Ebine car- 60 " 

tridge ' 

(17) Rds empty 50,oa1 ammo 10 

(18) lids empty 45 cal car- 30 
tridge 

(19) Thompson sub-machine gun 2. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Friendly KL\. ~ 

Friend,ly WIA· . 15' 

DESTROYllil) 

Chi-Com, Grenades 3 

Hut °'1 

• r 
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e, 

\ 

CAPTURED 
E • 

(20) Rounds carbine ¥JIUo 9 

(21) Magazine 3 

(22) Magazine Carrie~ 2 
; 

(2~) Canteen 11. 

(24) l?l.a.stic,poncho 1 

(2.5 ) Towel 1 

(2.6) Toothbrush 1 

(27) Spoon 1 

12. ~gmj~strative Matters 

a. SupplX Maintanence. Because o~ the excellent job by personnel 'of HST 
and the Battalion, both at the L.SA and forward units~ no matters of an unusu.EU 
nature occured. 

b. CaS\Ul.l ties. Evacua tion was excellel1.t due to the i.mmGdia te response of 
~~*i~9pters. 
'",I, •. ,,~, 1:""_~ },' 

o. Comnnm.ioa tion ' 
'\",,':,":', 

... ,. ,". ,.~·t ·t~";,":.;: 

(3,), l3{i.ttal,ion communication for Qperation NliPA was dependent on HF, 
UHF and vHF~ Vofcei·"raa:io'.n~tswere terminated at the Battalion with the 
AN/PRC-47" ,~/f~q:4l.~ the JiN!PRC-25. I ~o field expedients RC 292 antenna. 
were used'on the"Regimental TAC Ifl and #2. 

(,~F :rri·th~·Blittaiid.ii{:C?, one S13-22 and one T.A-l were used. All rifle 
Companie~ ,1,i7id. ;wire to the switchboard as, soon as they were in defensive posi­
tions. c6risid~:dng:}the weather, terrain and distance, communications was ex­
cellent to oui;§Itanding • 

. ,~./:,~; .:,"J'_"·:·:~l·:~}:· V.f,}. __ ','I 

13. COlIlIJlS.nders Analysis 
:. :: ,c;· • t. \ , ";' ~. ~':, 

a. ,~l~po~h Operation NAPA was of r~latively short duration, definite 
oontact was 'mde' W:i:~, -local and main fo;rce VC units. Ini tia1 contact was 
made with.~ estimated 11 local VO IS. An,immediate assault by the two lead 
platoons,of:Company D neutrilized the element of surprise and resulted in 
five oonfirmed VC k;i.l1ed. One weapon was captured. During the night ot D-Day 
an estiriiated,:tWo :sq'lliiqS;·6f;·;main forc~ wu t prpbed the defensive perimet~r. 
Here, propGrly prl?pared' fightil.l6 J:l.ol,e~ .~nd.. fire d~.~cipline ted 
tack from ;'be.:ln:g's~sstUl~~' ,;,', .. ',: ','" '':OJ ' • .::..:, ..... ~: 

:." .:: ••. :., ,::" . ;::;-; .;;:',:-- . ;, i.,"">: 'rn\~~'n '~~(i,nknn;' " 
~fII",: ~.~1,.~~:~·:1:.·~~~~~~ l!l~\YJIbW~utrUlf, 

, 
"'·.1~_ 
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•• 
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•••••• . . . 
, .r 

support during this operation was well planned-and 
~eouted. Additionally, the "on station" aerial observer provided 'tiniely in­
formation in regards to terra.in·and village activities while the Battalion was 
on the move,' 

DISTRIBUTION: Special 
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DECLASSIFIED 

1st Battal. 5th Marines 
LyTin District. Tam ~ District 
1966 Serl 028-66 

Operation Order 1-66 

Ref I ba~l Viet Nam AMS Series 1701, Sheet 6157 IV (1: 5o,o001 Phu Nam 
, Viet Nam AMS Series L7014, She. et 6739 IV (.1: 50,000 r:IXa Bong 

Viet Nal'Il: AMS Series L1014, Sheet 6639 I (1:50;000 Tien Phoc 
Viet Nam AMS Series 17014, Sheet 6640 II (1&50,000 Tam Ky 

f
e) BnO 5000.13 (SOp fo~ Administration) 

) Bnb 2~OO.1A (SOp for Communication) 

'." ~.I 

Time Zonel H 

Task OrganizationJ Annex 13 (Task Organization) 

1. SITUATION 

a. Enemy Forc~s 

See current INSUMts 

b. Friendly Forces 

~
1) 1st MAW provide air support as required. 
2) E Btxy, 2ndBn, 11th Marines provide direct support. 
3) 4thBn(-), 11th Marines provide general support. 

c. Attachments 

Companies K, L and M, 3rdBn, 5th Mar 
Det, Sentry/Dog PIt 

2. MISSION 

Det, HST, 1st SP Bn 
3rd PIt, Co 13, 1stEngr13n 
Shore Fire Control Part,y 
Det, 13try D, 2/11 
Det, 1st AT Bn 
Det, 1st Recon 13n 

To conduot searoh and destroy operations in Soui Cau Chua and Soui 
Giang/Song Ba KY Valleys. ' 

3. EXECUTION 

a. Concept of Operation 

Initially 1 stEn, 5thMar( -) (Bein)_ moves on& ~einforce.d. rifls 
:' .~ '.,' , ,t.' 

•. ': ._t. \., . 
PME.1· . ,'1 

" . t • 

\"! .:'; 

, " ... . . 
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• 
eompany Via motor oonvoy to vicinity coord. 301189; thereafter move 
throe reinforcod rifle companies and oommand group via motor convoy to 
vicinity coord. 291201; there~ftcr oonduct search and destroy operations 
along Tam Xy/Tien Phuic Road to vicinity coord. 235115; thereaf~er, on 
order. conduot search 8Jld destroy operntions in a southesterly direction 
into the Squi Cau Chua and Soui Giang/Song Be. Ky Valleys. 

b. Company L (Rein) 

(1) Commencing at 0630 on D-D8lf, movo via motor convoy to 
vicinity coord. 301189. 

(2) Provide security for direot support artillary batterY. 

c. gompany C (Rein) 

(1) Commencing at oeoo en D-Day, move via motor convoy to 
vicinity ooord. 291201. 

(2) Conduct search and destroy oper~tions within zone of 
action as ~roscribed in Annex A (Operation Overlay). 

(3) Attack, seize and defond northern sector of objective 1. 

d. Company D (Rein-l 

(1) Commencing at 0800 on D-D~, move via motor convoy to 
vicinity coord. 291201. 

(2) Conduct se8Ichmd destroy operations within zone of 
action as ~rescribed in ~ex A (Operation Overlay). 

(3) Attack, SG1Z0 and defend souther seotor of objeotive 1. 

e. Company K (Rein) 

(1) Commencing at taOo on D-D~,. move via motor convoy to 
vicinit,y coord. 291201; thereafter move along route prescribed in j~ex 
A (Operation Overl~). . 

(2) Be prepp~od on order to assume the mission of either 
Company C or Company D. 

(3) Be prepared on order to land by helicopter in designated 
landing zone end establish blocking positions. 

f. Company M (Reinl 

(1) Commencing on D-Day, provide sacurity for camp complex 
located at Hill 54. 

(2) Be prepared on order to ~and by helioopter in deSignated 
landillg zone and execute such missi.tm as may be assigned in support of 
1 st futtalion.,. 5th Mari1WS. 

PAGE 2 
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• gl 81mm Mortar Pletoon ( .. ) 

~
1l Move inj,tially with CompallY O •. 
2 On order, o~py designated firill8 positions, 
3 General support. 

f. Coordinatipglnstructions 

~
1) D-Deyl 29Sep66 
2) .H-Ho~rl 0900H 3l ~ll Uhits have front line/unit identifioation markers. 
4
5
' Companies will carry necessary equipment for river crossing,~. 

Rules of ongagcm6nt apply. 

7
6) Annex A (Operation Over18.\Y). 

) Contaot initip~ly from left to right. 
S)· Attachments effeotive 2S1eOQH September 1966. 
9) Company C has responsibility for Tien Phuio/Tam KY Road in 

urea of oporntion. " 
4. ADMINISTRJ'.TION AND LOGISTICS 

(a) See reference (e) 

(b) Individual. uniform and equipment: Utility uniform, ncrm~l a.rms 
and equipment, helmet and upper terso body armor. 

(0) BRsic load: As previously prescribed. 

(d) lQl persormel carry £i"o ocala 

(e) Resupply I Units submit routine requests for delivory of re­
supplies to this headquarters no ,later than 1400 daily: emergency 
requests anytime. 

(f) LSA located at Hill 54. 

5..COII'Jl'Ui.ND Cm1MUlUC.L~TIONS - ELECTRONICS 

a. See reference (f) 

b •. Radiol Report itmlediately all attempts to interfere with or 
. ;".:!·~t . JElL} r=.L~O no s. 

o. . S,ig,naJ.s 

(1) Day 
(a) Red and white smoke signifies enemy positions. 
(b) Red parachute or star cluster Signifies requost for 

help. 
(0) Yellow and groen smoke signifies friondly positions. 

(2) Night 
(.A) R~tl pax:'['..ohute or star o1.ust~s!.g:Jrl.fi.ss request for 

help. 
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• • d. Ba ttp.lion Cornmo.nd Group I Ini tiallY with Company C. 

e. Command Post: Initiall in vioinity of BT 236174. 

AOKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT: 

BY COMMfJil) OF LIEUTENi:.NT COLON'.d:L WATSON 

~~-
Major, u. s. K~ine Corps 

Executive Officer 

J.NNJmC I -
A - opera{ion Overiay. 
B - ~~s.k OtgE'..niza.tiov: 

DISTRIBUTION: Special 
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• • ~U.d:~;,~:T~~kJiot"ia~.~$t'S~IPQ.~}~e~h't." 
Time zone:;>"i~', 

~PNtY .c '(Rein) 

CO C., , 
Det, H&S Co 

Det" Com Plt 
De"!;!" Medjit 
2nc('Fo~i 11mm}llt 
tst ,:'i'.A8 Tin 

Dljlt, .A1riN In terpreter l~ 
1st Sqd~' 3rd Pl't, Co B, 1stEnsrBn 
De,t, 1 stSecuri fy Do~: Pl;t 
2nd:ro ~'" Bt~ D, 2f~JI 

., ~9~.§pp)i ~ #l 
,~.','; ;,~"'".::.; . . 

LtOol WA'rSO~ 

. ~apt , 9iJt~ 
''':~ ~'f.~',-~,: }J~v.::)\': 

COlD 
,:!> ~':d~'t'~:;H&S; Co 

Det, Comm. Pl t 
,.me::t;:;l',Me:aidii~::'t ~:, :;",;~; 
2ndF1l.C 'Thi. . 

'j~:4~~~',10, 1m, ,:S1nun PIt 
'~ ,pe't,'; 'ta.R~ lj1te~pl;'~ter, ~ 
~'3r~~,:§ctq.,'3rdi Pl't:i"~o' ~,~ 3~t~13n 

:, " ~~t" ,. l~f :~e:ntW-'~g' PIt ' 
,,, ,:,~. 4t~;',iO";Tnl'/ BtJ?Y ~. ~/11 

.' ',~;'>:t'NGF~ 'ip()'f:Tm~'#4 I.':';; 

lQP>~:; "',.' 
l)eit',l' ~"f.e()' " '. . 

• "t'.,' ." 

~t~, C9mm Pllt,; 
~~.t'.? ~¢d.:, Pl~r . . "I 

'~d' F-Q'''?mf' 8'1mm' Fl~,t, 
i~]"r JJl~'~~~rpre~!~,r ~ 
2na·'S~!~r.dPil.'~),:,;t.;o·B,i'~.; 
~~~;"" c1~~~ti~;'~:,p~, , '::;:1;~'>'.;;(::;'" 
~;~';.~:'~t~, ~~;J;2.(n>7::' . 

< •• ,' ''ftJJa • 

" 
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• • 81mm Mortar Platoon (-) 1stLt BELKNAP 

BY C0l1Mll.ND OF LlEUTmNiiNT COLOUEL WATSON 
",") 

-"" /' .. ' 

R!t~~fi~~/'~"'"''' 
Major, U. S. Marine Corps 

Executive Offioer 

DISTRIBUTION: Special 
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• SheGt 6757 IV (1 :50,000) Phu Nam 
Sheet 6739 IV (1 :50,000) Tra Bong 
Sheet 6639 I (1:50,fWO) Tien Phoc 
Sheet 6640 II (1:50,Oe,O) TamKo.Y 

c 
EY Cm·n1lJffi OF LIEUTENliliT COLON::ill. WLTSON 

E. S. PICKETT 
¥ajor, De S., ~Iarine Corps 

Executive Officer 
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FrOm: 
To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

Encl: 

DECLASSIFIED 

BEIm(~UJillTERS 
1st Battalioc1, 5th Marines. 

1st Marine Division, (Rein), EMF 
FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

3/PJl3/af 
3480 
0061-66 
2 Oct 1966 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding General, 1st }brine Division, (-) (Rein), FMF 
Commanding Officer, 5th Marines 

Oombat Operation After Action Report; Operation ~DNTERhY 

(a) 
>b) 
(~~ 
(e) 

(1) 
(2) 

OG, lstMarDiv Mag 1711503 Sept 66 
5th Mars Frag Order 15-66, 272355Z Sept 66 
lstEn, 5thMar Operation Order 1-66 
DivO 3480.1 
Naps: Viet N8Jllll.NS Series 1701, Sheet 6757 IV (1:50,000) .PhuNam 

Viet Nam Alv~ Series 17014, Sheet 6739 IV (lt50,OOO)' Tra Bong 
Viet Nam AlviS Series L7014, 3:leet 6639 I (1 :50, 000) Thien Phoc 
Viet Nam .1I.HS Ser:ies 17014, Sheet 6640 II (1 :50, 000) Tam ICy 

Operation Overlay, D-Day, 29Sep66 
Operation Overlay, D-Day, )oSep66 

+. Code Name and T~e of Operation 

Operation Monterey (Search and Destroy). 

Dates of O~ration 

29 - 30 September 1966. of CU~."';";'. Ccpy __ - _--

}. Looation 

Along Tam Xy/Tien Phuoo Road from coord. BT 291021 to vic BT 235175. South­
easterly into the Squi Cau Chau and Sou ·Giang/Song ]a Xy Valleys. 

4. Command Headguarters 

CO, lstBn, 5th YJar LtCol E. R. W.cl.TSON 

CO, Co C Capt H. B. DARLING 

CO, Co D Capt J. J. C.a...qirY 

00, (}oK C .. >Pr R. E. 1~~O, 
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• .... 
5. Task OrAAniz~ 

1st Battalion, 5th Marines 

H&S Co(-) 
Det, IIST( -) 
3rd Plt(-), Co B, lstEngBn 
Det, ARVN In.ter,Preter Tm 
Det, Btry D, 2/11 
Shore Fi~e Control Party 

C.omRa.ny C (RQw) 

co C 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, Comm Plt 
Det, Hed PIt 
2nd FO TIn, 8lmm PIt 
1st FAC Tm 

Det,. A.,.TiVN Interpreter Tm 
1st Sqd, 3:rd Plt, Co B, lstEngrBn 
Det, 1st Security Dog/Plt 
2nd FO Tm, Btry D, 2/11 
:NGF Spot Tm #1 

ComEany.D(R~in2 

00']) 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, Comm Pl t 
Det, Hed PIt 
2nd FAG TIn 
4th Fa Tm, 8lmm PIt 

Det, ABVN Interpreter Tm 
3rd Sqd, 3rd PIt, Co B, lstEngrBn 
Det, 1st Sentry Dog PIt 
4th Fa Tm, Btry D, 2/11 
HGF Spot Tm f/!2. 

Comp~ 

CO K 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, Comm PH 
Det, Med PIt 
3rd.FO Tm, 81mm PIt 

Det, ARVN Interpreter TID 
2nd Sqd, 3rd Plt, Co B, lstEngrBn 
Det, 1st Sentry Dog PIt 
3rd FO TIn, Btry D. 2/11 

Blmm .Mol.'tar :Platoon (-) 

• 
LtOol WATSOH 

Capt D.llRLlNG 

Oapt R. E. MARESCO 

lstLt BELKIiAP 

DECLASSIFIED 
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• • -6. Support!ng Arms 

a. .tir Support 

(1) Du~ing Operation Monterey four H-34 aircraft were located at Hill 
54 for resupply and l~d Evac. Two UHlE aircraft provided helicopter escort on 
the movement to and from the objective area. On arrival at the disembarkation 
point, .two. a4J) aircraft and t'I'IO 'OHlE aircra.ft were on station for close air sup­
port and therea.ftor on fifteen minute alert. Throughout daylight hours birdog 
aircraft provided obser~ation in the objeotive area. 

b. Artillery SUPl,!ort 

(1) Artillery capabilities during Operation Monterey consisted of Eoho 
Battery, 2nd Bn., 11th l~rines in direct support and Lima Battery, 4th Bn, 11th 
~arines in general support. 

(2) The only artillery supporting fires during the t~o day operation 
~ere the H&:I I s fired on the night of 2-9 September. Earlier that day a HE ~ill 
adjust mission was called in on a V.C. village, but delays in receiving clear­
ance caused canoellation of the mission. 

1. Intelligence 

a. Estimate of VO streng}h, Location an~ractic~posi~~ 

(1) Forces ~mticipatcd in the lllDDed~ate Objective area:. 

LOCATIOH STRENGTH TaCTICAL JJISPOSI'rION 

U/l Bn 21st R€gt,620th Div BT 3014 
75th Sapper Company BT 2812 
K-53 Company " '., ET 3407 
U/rBn 21st, Regt, '620th Div BT3005 • 

600 
100-200. 
" 100 

600 

mrK 
UNK 
UNK .' 
UNK 

(2) Intelligence information was'initiE;l.lly.furhished to this unit by 
the 5th M.o'lXines. ' 

(3) Th.e objective of this opGration was to conduct searoh of area of 
operation and to destroy any VC units in assigned area. 

b. va Strc!]gth and SitUation .t~9_tuall;yFound on Operation Honter~1l.i. , AS a 
result of tile operation, elements of this Battalion accounted foroneVC' WIa' 
(Probable) and one ves. The ves ~as forwarded to 12th DTA at Quang Ngai for 
fur.ther disposition. On. D-Day, elements of the Ea ttalion bocame engage~; on 
t\GO separate oe'casions, with onestimatco. tLrre'8 t oioUJ: snipers~ with 'each 
c0ntact lasting far: a short period. 110 flu~the:r o))oGit;ion was encountet'ed 
during the opera~on ' , 

c. y.e ,uni ts Identif:i...~ None 

d. ~j.gQificant Ini&l1igence Ga.ineS!. None 

-
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• • 
e. Terrain 

(l ) Critical Terrain" F~a. turecS .::Tc;t.m;;lSy-~).rie.n.Bhu.o:e.:Roa'd, q,~HliJ':J. ,94. 
(BT 246167) and surrounding harnlo:ts. 

(2) Q:Qservation a~~Ja.s_gf Fire. The terrain in the area of opera­
tion conDisted primarily of hGIli18~GS surrounded by rice fields under cultivation. 
Observation ani fields of fire throughout the area Vlere excellent. Hill 94 
'(BT 246167) offered excellent observation and fields of fire for defenders. 

(3) 9.~!:....§.nd 9oncen.lment. Excellent cover and concealment wero pro­
vided b;y tree lines, hsdge rm4S and locally constructed trench lines within and 
surroundL1g the hm.L!sts, Concealment in cultivated areas was minimal, but some 
cover was provided by paddy dikes. 

(4) .Qh.§.:t~. No major obstacles were encou.."ltexed. 

(5) ~~~~E~s of J~PJ2Foach. Roads and trails in tho area of operation 
'Wore excellent 0 The Tam Ky - Tien Phuoc Road 1,1i11 support heavy vehicle and 
tracked vehicle traffic. 

8. ~ion 

To conduct search and destroy operatious in Soui Cau Chua and Soui Giang/ 
Song :sa ICy Valleys. 

9. Conce:f2t of Oj2eration 

Initially lstBn, 5th Mk1r (-) (Rein), moved one reinforced rifle company via 
motor oonvoy to vioinity (BT 301180), Thereaftor moved three reinforced comp~n­
ies and command group via motor con'Toy to vicinity (BT 291201); theroafter con­
ducted search and destroy operations along Tam KY/Tien Phuic Road to vicinity e (BT 235175). 

10. Chronological Scguence of Events 

a. D-Day 29 September 1966 

(1) 290630H Company L, 3rdBn, 5thlvlar and E-Btry, 2ndBn, 11 tb.Mar com­
menced movement via motor convoy to vicinity (BT 201189). 

(2) 2908000 Compcny L, 3rdBn, 5thHar and E-Btry, 2ndBn, 11 War ar­
rived vicinity (BT 30118f). 

0) 290810H Oompanies C and D, lstBn~ 5thNe"r and Company K 3rdBn, 5th 
Mar commencod mOvement via motor convoy to vici:rit:y (Err 291201). 

(4) 290900H Companies C and D lstBn, 5thrvlar and Compall\Y Ie 3rdJ3n, 5th 
11lr arrived vicinity (BT 291201) and commenced search and destroy operation 
along the Tam Ky/Tien Phuoc Road. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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• • 
(5) 29l045H Company D lstEn, 5thNE.l.r located and destroyed a twmol 7 

feet by 7 teet by 12 feet. 

(6) 2911408. Leading clomonts of Operation Honteroy (BT 261188) with 
negative conte.ct. 

(c;) ?91300B: LeadjDg,"i"c::.8nts of Op~ration Nonterey (BT 258188) with 
negative con-::aet o 

(C:) 2~J445Ii ':'~):;,p:1ny C (BT 2.37168) received ten rds sniper fire from 
hut at (Bcr! ?2.51S::;,\, T;,::·.:.d sjx :::ods R.El 81rnm mortars. Searched area and received 
ten to fi:teell, n:i()r~~ :::-:'.1.:, fl?OL: 8C;':1.8 aroa. Company C returned. approx. 100 rds 
small arr,lS fi:t?o n,:"E"c bj.:;~,:·'.()d hut ;,Jhoro sniper fire carne from~ Found blood trail, 
estinate one VC 11fB. ~rc\'ba~lec Lpprehendod one vas, screened and for\~arded to 
12th DTA. 

( 9) 291630'8: All elements established night defensive positions. 
fer to OperatiO::-l ()-(erlay D-Day. 

(1) 290810H All elements commenced movement back to pick up point 
vicinity (BT 301189). 

(2.) 29100SH All elewents arrived vicinity (BT 301189). 

Re-

(3) 291100H All clements co~~oncGd movement via wator convoy back to 
Hill 54. 

(4) 29ll5~I All clements arrived Hill 54 and secured from Op~ration 
Honterey. Refer to Operation Overlay D+l. 

a. Personnel 

(1) va WLi Probable 1 

(2-) VCS 1 

12. AdDinistrative Hattors 

a. SUPEly }hintanence. B~cause of the oxcellent job by personnel of HST 
and the battalion, both at the LSA and for~ard units, no matter at an unusual 
nature occured. 

b. Go~unication. ]attelion Gonmlli~ication was dopendent on HF, UHF and 
VHF. Voice radio nets wero terminated at the B~ttalion with the ANjPRC-47, 
ANjPRC-41 and the ~\NjPRC-25. One field expedient RC 292 antenna was used on th, 
Regioental Tac #1. 
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113. C'orilrilanders.Arialysis 

. n.. ~ilthough: theop&r:s,tioh 'was 'terminatGd beforec6ritaqt w.ith the enemy was 
,····'":rri8.de, much experience was ga.inod through mul ti-lateralstaff planning arid coar­

dina.tiuneTlle. G:whango of liaison of'fic~rs betweenthisurJ.it ~nd1;he6th lUWN 
Regiio.ent, n.D.O. the attaohrilent of a liaison Off~ce:i:'frC>LlRe,con Bn Q.n,9. the Reg±-. 
mental S-~ ·';!err,. i~Yu.J_-,l.a,ble, .. lidt"l::l,c·nally an int~rrc:ga;:or~·tr-~trlGJ.e.tor team from 
9th ITT W2·El 2,-1·t:H;:10d to tho ;;:"'-2. sec.tion·pf this uni to This -i~eam was extremely 
effective iD. j.:1-ce.:::'J:cg;::;tine: 7:~:0·:~r.ajj1ose c':j..vilians and in differentiating between 
likely VC RLi.2]J~'!;·~~: ~':"cC u:c'>:r;1.t[,~i fi:'-I.'hJsrs. 

b. It.1e; ,t,e1:L t;']c~'G ji::·t·J.::l:i_L8C;)ritact>~IQ1l10_ l1.avc b'cen made with boih J,:ocal 
and main forGe ;,(; ·".n~·ts :i.f "t:".-:;c;x)r:1"';ionhad continued. 

~4. Recommendation~ 

a. It is :reG(l;:lil'~);}d8d that an interTogatbr-t;r'e,nslE,1tor teElJ.Il from 9th ITT 
always be used ~,i th t} is ·:.;a tt~_lion infutwe, op'e:rat:L()ns~ 

b. It is :ce (}0!';"::'2D/~E: d that the ex:cha;rigeO:l:',.a:tt~ptpn~)lt,'ofliaison officers 
be used for operations suc.."las ·this"as?mttphas po.~id:ble:. . 

, . '.: ','," ...... :. .. ,.' . 

c. It is strongly rec6mrb.enCl:~d:tliEi.t"O.pt};t;a;{ibnjV{ontereyl!' be conducted in 
the neaT future. 

---./\.) ·~/~:Q.b-~7 
E. R. ,WATSON 
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