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The most significant operatlon eondueted during December 1966 by thls
Battalion was Operation SUTTiR. During the planuing phase the possibility
of coordinated attacks involving USNMC and JRVN forces was considered, ALl .
planning was conducted within g framework of coordination and COOperatlon.
The operation was termlnated pricr to the execution of any coordinated attacks
with LARVN forces.

Due to terrain barriers encountered throughout Operatlon SUTTER, 1’0 was
necessary to employ radio relay to maintein continuous communications between
command echelons. One squad (Rein) provided security for the radio rclay.
This technique was subsequently employcd for thrce scparate company size .
operations conducted in the RiOR west of the Battalion TuOR during December.
The positioning of the relay team was varied perlodlcally to preclude
establishment of a pattern.

4 gignificant result of Oporatlon SU”TER was the reported rallying of
cight CHIEU HOIs to GVN officials at LY TIN and Tii KY district hcadquarters.
Information was reccived that these CHIEU HOIs rallied as a direct result
of Marine activity during Operation SUTTER.

Throughout the month of Dececmber contimuous efforts were made to improve
and expand the Combined &iction Company (CiuC) within the Battalion's TAOR.
Closer coordination with the LY TIN District Chief and Scnior Ue.d. 4dvisor
T.esulted in the fermilation of an improved and more comprehensive training
program for thc CAC units positioned on the Islands of KY HOL and KY XULN.
4dditionally, on 12 December 1966, eleven Popular Force (PF) personnel
moved into the cocmbat base with two USMC Combined sction Squads on the
Island of KY HOai.

Cn 15 December 1966 the Commanding Officer, lst Battalicn, 5th Marines
conducted a persomnel inspection et the KY HOL combat base and found the
Popular Force personncl who ware integratod with the Marines well prepsared
for the ihspection.

Two separate Company (Rein) size sesrch and clear opcrations were
conducted on the island of KY XUAN (BT 488103) during Deccember. In each
operation the Commander of Company B had cperational control of all
Popular Force units employcd. &lthough contact was not made in either
operstion, the combined planning effcrt, ccoperation and efficient execution
reflected a step forward in the fostering of a cooperative relaticnship
betwcen Popular Forces and USMC.

Efforts toward expansion of the Combined wction Company (CAC) program
centinued during December. The USHC Cadre of the proposcd GaC consisting
of one officor; 49 enlisted Marines and one Corpsman was formed on 16
December. Upon activaticn it was planned that the Cil be composed <f four
USNG/Popular Force (PF) integrated platoons. During the last two wecks of
Degcember, the USMC Cadre of the C4AC completed a ten day training cycle. In
addition to tactics, Gencral Military Subjects and Weapons fraining, the
syllabus included indcetrination lectures by U.8. advisars on the Populer
Forces Programe The requested oxpansion of the TiOR upon which the proposed
CaC was contingent was approved on 30 December 1966. On 31 December 1966
an edvance party of the CuC was positicned with a Popular Ycree plateon at
the proposed CAC cumbat base.
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Throughout the month of DPe RORpReLsy L.If»l“t has been made to
improve the ‘security cf comb 5‘ &m *ft*~4lon TsUR, Forces
waere relocated for better cori r5 isture of each position
- underwent: cuntinuous impréveme. .. In Sltian e e construction of a new
messhell, ceémmand ettention was deve L4¢ Lo access roadl repair and renovation
of billeting spaces.

Continued cmphasis was placed on Civil uffairs activities durlng
Docember. Rice captured on Operation SUTTER was delivered to the LY TIN
District Chiof for distribution to rofugoes. Within tho T4OR, lumber was
provided for the construetion of an additiconal rvom to & school house and
two pig cooporatives were organized. Medical Civie Action patrels tréated
1530 civilians end administered 535 plague innoculations and small pox
vaccineticns, )

Psychological Warfare operations were cunducted to the maximm extent .
feasible in conjunction with cach oporation exceuted by this Battalion or
units thereof during December. The emplcymeni of Kit Carson Teams and
Us S, irmy HB Psychological Warfare Teams in ecénjunction with company size.
operaticns provided the command with excellent background for use in
planning future operszticns in order to exploit mere fully their techniques
and capabilities.
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:'.’ 1Decké Uperaticn aﬁrcm s nm:v 51 i cag ories 12-66. (Refer to Tab &)

2. 012115 Company C Matine on bunkér watch (BT 397145) shot himsclf in left
foot with his rifle. Was teken to lst Medical Battalion 2Dechb. . Informal
Investigetion was condueted:

3. 2Bechb Operetion SUTTER evantimued I4¥ Pn Frag Qrder 12-66, (Refer ic Tab 4)
‘i}» 5333%66 Uperation SUTTER continyed I}M B ¥rog Order 12-66, (Refer to ‘ab A)

5. 4Becb6 Qparation SYTTER continued I&W Bp 'ﬁ&wg Order 12-66. (Refer t¢ Tab A)

6. SDeok6 Oparation SUTTER eortbinued &Wﬁn?ﬁkag Cfr&or 12-66. (Refer to Ta._b-l),

To 052230H Comptny B fire team patrel 5813 ceed (BT 429138) cbscrved a boat
without lights. Petrel raquested ¥lumination. Threc rounds of 8lmm murtc:c
lluminetivn fired. Throo PF's sccompanying puinel wore sent o investigate.
PF's gavc chasce .Bont went zround small i<3and, PEP's went ercund other side
and brought boat inte shere and spprehended 1 Y. VI8 forwarded to Battalion

§-2.

8. 061815H Operbion sﬁmm T Bee F«:a»g Linder Y2-86, wmimted. (Refer to Tab i
2 i
10. 0’0825' Gompamyit S5 advedum (BT ?ﬁ%&l‘}&} woeedwed Pour rounds snlpc,r fire

from e range of 250 mebars. Sndger W ghomrwsd of {3&' 2951%6). artillesy
. mission requesigl and finped wi‘ﬁhg&@ﬂ; QOTGERAGw M wWag ’&ﬂf'xrchcd with ine

cenclusive re slﬂ.’ﬁa.

b &ﬁemt:{m i i norhwestern arca of the R&OR.

1i. OTL304H Companty D 880 *niss1on Y éréﬁﬁ«g wlkEie g sarching ha¥vot, VO nurbes
pack =and eql!lpmeﬂ‘t was found consistime of 4w hestipoks, twe plastlc pouches

and cne bag pulverized poannts, miseekunedus ofatiing, two bandages, one vail
probably mothylatce, one pouch 8f ricey one m&i- of Witk assorted dequments and
pictures. 4ll captured geex vy Lorvardsd v Baltaliow 5-2.

e ook Tompmuy ¥ condndt speravices Mmoot
13, oot Compegsy £(~} CEUR %8 Bsstabton 5% Herinos
14. 080925% Coupnry T, A wfuwion {3F 202553} sppwebendod ono VCS as he

attempted t9 Tlee ent peix af hute Fab g@@gﬁmﬁ 206 Whal #ppesred tw be &
VC situaticn report was foomite ¥NG-wnd ooumant mera fopwerded to 9th IOT.

Wﬁ& @f RA(I%.

15. 8Decté Company I gentinned spsrationd fu fhe northvestorn areas of the R.uOR.

16. 090915H Company D H5%: wigpion: (3@ méﬁ},{ m@w unkz_;awn me booby trap.
Booby trap believpd to have besw dyn &

m
hedgerow placed #ppreximataly gie »?:&3% %&%M muﬁ? ‘tpip Vh"e attachoaa
Sustainel seven Wii's. Three ¥ W ek wacmts‘é. tv lst Medlcal
Battalicn at 091115&
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17. 091615H Company D S&D mission coird (27 ¥37142) recerved approximately 50 }

rounds smell arms fire from am esti s o - %t . ur VI approximately 300

meters away at (BT 300141). Retw..r - = 7 s . '35 rvi.nds M-79, 200 rounds
smell arms fire and four row.:gs o . I G S . rfontact and fled in a E
siuthwestarly dircetion. srca scaviic . w.. . ..CBCLUIIVC results. }

18, 101200H Company D(~-) returned tc Battelion Combat Basc from operations in the
northwestern area .cf the RA&OR, ‘ o

19. - 111200H Company D(-) OECUN 2nd Battalion, Tth Merines.

20, 111300H Company B fire team security patrol 5Bl6, located threc tunnels-

First tunnel at co;:rd’(BT 429137) wes 4 fcet by 4 fect by 4 feet, and constructed

¢f wocd and brick. Second tunnel at courd (BT 426134) wes 3 feet by 4 feet by -

6. feet and constructed of wood and brick. Third tunncl at cowrd (BT 430143) was

4 feot by 4 feet by 5 feet and consiructed of woule A4ll three tunncls vwere ,
searched, ncthing was.found. None of the tunnels indicated recent signs of : ‘
VC use. 4all were destriyed. ' ' ' '

21. 111330H ’rd Platoon, Co D OPCUN Tth Mariness @

22,  12Decb6 Eloven PF's moved into o.mbat base at hill 12 (BI-477143) for
integration with the CaC units positivned at that location. :

23. 131100H Company C(~-) returned from UPCON 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines.
24. 131915H 3rd Platoon Compeny D returned from OPCON Tth Marincs. | -

25, 142145H Cempeny B squad security patrol, 5B12 (BT 483138) spotted boat
without lights viecinity (3T 482137). Boat challenged. Baat continued to move
away frum. patrol in & southeasterly dircection. Fatrol requested illumination.
Four rounis 8lmm mortar illumination fired. Bcat continued tc move away. " Patrel
fired 50 rounds small arms fire with BiR at boat. Boat moved out of range.s ©

26. - 142150H Platoon cimbat base, Company B (BT 487103) received approximately

40 rounis. small arms fire from vicinity (BT 493103) e range of approximately .
600 meters. Delicved weapon to bo a BiR. Two tracer rounds hit friendly = -
defensive bunker. No fire rcturncd., & check was made to determine if there

was any relaticnship betwcen 142145E spet repart and this incident..  Location

of perimoter bunkor end directicns of incoming rcunds indicated no relation.

Company B fire team security patrol, 559 alcrted tc check the arca.  Company B
squad S& patrol, counducted search from (BT 495095) to (BT 488109) from '
150600H until 151200H with inconclusive rcsults.

27. 142325H Company B squal’ (Rein) 8&D patrel, conducted search of area frem
BT 405152 to BT 395162 fr-m 141900H to 142325H (Ref Tth Marincs repcrt 141520H
$o lstBn, Sthier). Results inconclusive. ‘ ' '

N

28+. 15Decbb No cintact throughout the daye

29, 162050H Company B Combined 4ction fire team patrol, cocrd (BT 498094)

spotted boat and called bost to shore. Boat scarched with negative results. &
scound boat was spotted at coord (BT 500095) moving northward. Boet was
challenged but continued movement. Patrol fired approximately 300 rounds small
arms firc at bost. Boat moved out of renge. Illuminetion regugsted. Ning ruunds
105mm illuminaticn fired and arca searched 50 meters into wat minecnclliisive
results. One VC WI4L probable. o ‘
T vy _ 32

-
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At

] (JI 488139) cbsorvcd several
i ts were challenged. Scats

v} fired approximately

. hit, Boats moved out of

30. 172245H Company flro'tcam sacurity ratesl oo
boats vieinity corrd (BT 485136) = -
ignored challenge and continued o
30 rounds small arms fire. sti
range, One VO KLa probadles

[ A

3ls 18100QH coord (BT 399148) Company 5 Hrrinc shob Vietnamese girl in stemach
with .45 cal pistols Girl was menlca.lly_-wacuatef. ot 181022H to 1st Medical
Battalion. Investigation wes conducteds . '

32. 181800H Company € Platcon S&D patrel ccord (JT 40%125) apprehended three
VCS. One VCS had pictures of CHICUM anl US weapéns, Within his house were

papers with US rank structures. VS were fu:cw;rded to Batt: ﬂ.lun 5-2, mtu,rr.)gatv.d
and releas t,d .

33. 19Decb6 Mediczl civiec action iz trol vaccinated and innoculateci 535
Vistnamese civiliens at KY CHaNH village (BT 418124).

34. 19Decb6 Company 3(-) conducted s search and clesr cperation on the island ~f
KY XULN (BT 425150) from 190800 until 191330H.

35, 200230H Cumpany C platoon patrol base courd (BT 403113) roceived appruxlma.tely
125 reunds small arms and automstic weapons fire from an estimated distance of |
250 t¢ 300 meters from an easterly iirecticn. VG appeared to be firing at PF OF
at ccord (3T 416123) at the seme time. Company C platoun roturned 50 rounds.
4rtillery illuminetion mission requested. Four 105mm illumination rounds fired.
VC firing ceased, drea searche? @t first light with inconclusive results.

36e 211800H Compzny 3 squal security patrocl 5315 coord (BT 4.311'68)_ apprchenied
one VS with incorrcct identificationm. VG5 was teken to 2nd Flatoon Company B
c.mbat base anl questioned by PF's who indicated he was a V0S. VCS forwarded
to Battalicn S5-2.

‘ 37. 221300% The. Battalicn enterPained a.p*)rfuxlmately 850 \fmtna.mes; adults and
children at KY CHANE village coord (BT 417124) The Village Chief cpened the

. festivities by intrcdueing the Cummﬁnalm, Officer, whe in turn dclivered a brief
interpretation of Christmas in the United Stabtes and wiiy anericans celebrate this
occasicn. Following a presentstion of gifts by the Commanding Officer, tc the
Villege and Hamlot Chicfs; ;eftertainment was provided, consisting of -a.talenteshov,
four movies and carcling by a local Vietnesmese Garl's cheir. Schocl kits,
ccokies and'soft drinks were given to &1l children in attendance via the eldors.
The Vietnamese appeared grateful and enthusiastic throughout the party. <4 decorated
tree with electric lights sided to the festive occasion. .

38 241104 Cotpany 5 squad security mmtrel; courd (BT 439160) located cne 155mm

H.Z. round (not bocby trapped) along trail. Arce was clesred of all personncl snd
round was destroyed. :

39. 25Dec66 No conmbact tarcughout the day. I

Os - 26Dccb6 Company ¢ (Rein) conducted operation IaW 3Bn Frag Order 15-66.
Refer to Teb B) .- -

4l. 26Decbd6 Cumpcny 3 (- ) conducted a wvne da.y 8&C oporatlvn on the island of KY
xU&N (LT 488103)

‘ . | . - '73 ‘3
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42.  261030H Company Cgmission coord (IT 351073) received approximately 200
rounds automatic weapons fire frim s 207 . g1 VG coord (BT 352075) B
epproximately 200 metcrs aweye C. i & - L ot mowmimately 200 rounds small
arms fire, six M=79 rounds znk rliisn L g : . .rna searched with '
incconclusive resulis. v

el

i
.

4%. 261210H Company C S&D missisn coord (BT 352081) after checking hut, reoceived
one round small arms fire from sniper in an unobscarved location, sustaining one
USMC WIi who was medically evacuatel to lst Medical Bstialion. Aarea searched,
and twe uncocperative VOS5 mrles both approximately 50 years old, without 1.D.
cards were apprchended. Onc VO3 was slmust blind and was relcascd aftar

- interrogaticiie Other VCS was forwarded to B-ttalion S§-2 and later tc 9th ITT.
Possible VC training site was located in same arca. Squipment found included
batterics, ropec, shovels, terget gilhouettes, knives, first aid dressings, small
quantity of medical supplics, one canteen and small arms ammnition in different
stages of disasscmbly. Bguipment forwarded to S:bt-lion S~2. Interrogation of .
villagers revealesd that three VC loft area within the hour with cne VG WIh.

44, 261800H Cumpany C S&D mission coord (BT 261503) apprchended one VGS female.
Interproeter believed she knew location of VO hospital but would not diselose .
location. V3 was forwarded to Battelion S-2, and later to 9th ITT.

45, 261800H Company C S&) missicn co:rd (BT 399079) whilc mcving castward, the
point observed two V¢ wearing black PJ's and cerrying weapons moving west on trail
eprroximately 200 to 300 meters awsy. Foint immediately toik cover and allowed

VC to move closers VO muwved off trail into stream bed, VGO apperently did nct
observe pointe VC appeared to be establishing an ambush. Point fired approximate-~
ly 30 rounds small arms fire, VO returned one round small arms fire and fled ’
southe  Point immediatcly pursucd and apprehended one VCC. Other VC escaped. The
fellowing was captured from VCC: ‘rainecoat, U.S. Carbine, three Cardine magazines,
cartridge belt, poncho, hammock, one M=26 Grenadc and onc ecover. VCC was forward—
el tc Battalion S-2 and later tco 9th ITT. :

46, 262215H Company C returned to Battalion Combat Base. Operation IAW Bn Frag .
Order 15266 terminated. R C '
4Ts 27Dechb Company 4 returned QPEON 1stBn, SthMer from Chu Lai Defense Command. -

48. 2Tecbt Cumpany C OPCON Chu Lazi Defensc Commsnd.

49e 282124H 2nd Platcun Company B ccmbat base cocrd (BT 436161) requestel medical
gvacuation of ¥F who went into a coma. ledical ovacuation helicopter received
.aprroximetely six rounds smell arms fire from sniper at courd (BT 451151). Mo
fire was roturned, Company B firc tcan security patrol was directed to patrol. .
earlicr than scheduled and scarch area from which sniper fire originatede, Patrol

searched area frin 282130K to 282351H from coord (BT 436161) to coord (4T 456151)
with inconclusive results. - ' _ '

-

50. 282310H Company D squad ambush 5D5 coord (3T 397118) heerd movement to their
left rear and rcquested illumination mission, Two rounds 105mm illumination fired
with inccnelusive results. |

£1. 290015H Company B fire team security patrol 5519 coord (BTY 449i49) approhended
slx'VCS, five men and cne woman. 4&ll locked suspicicus and were apprchended on )
advice of intarpreter. Hamlet Chief of HOA XUAN stated thet they werc suspects.

‘VCS were forwerded to Battdlion S-2. '

i : : 3..4 i
— ¥ )
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53. 290840 € »mp'my & 38D rmul,% "

52 290820& C"m*nny & c“mmcncd woagions T
Tab C)

-

Spa i der 10-—66. (Refer to"

ried Kocon OF bopartncr
s (3T 352071) traveling

wikh riflas

coord (BT 345063) cbserved

'in & northly direction. Artllury missicn requested ardl 32 rounds HE fired w1th

good target coverage. Sstimate two VO Kla ‘erwlc, and six VO WLa probable. 4area
was. nct searchodl due to distance.

54. 291015H Cum)my 4L S&D mission coord (JT 374056) resorted Recon OF Cop a:ctner
cocrd (BT 3450635 observed eight VC with rlflas and packs (I 362068) moving in
open in a northwest directin within bomﬂ'.ny' L's agrea of opecraticn. .s.rtlllory
mission requested. Twelve rounds HE fired with excellent target ccverage.

Ceopany & searche’ arca from 291015H to 291310H coord (BT 362068) to (2T 360070)

with inccnclusive results. Recon estimated cight VG Kla probablc.

55 291911h Company & radic relay team in ccnaunctlon W:Lt"l Be.ttal:.on Freg (rder
16=66 rcturned to Hill 54.

56¢ 2919304 Flatoon Commander 3rd Platoon Company B at platoin combat base coord
(BT 488103) was informed at 1930H by CiC unit 1 cader that epproximately 0 PF's
had left combat base. rF's were schedulod to accompany USMC patrcel activities later

~in the evenings Plato. n Lezlar contacted the PP unit leador, Mr, CHUCC and asked

him tc have PF's return to the combat bases. The PP unit 1lealer replied no. The
Plateon Commander then repérted the incident to the Commanding Cfficer, Comm ny

Bs Whilc the Platocn Commander was reporting the incident to the Commanding

Officer, Company 3, the PP unit lcader left the ccmbat base. Further investigation
revealed that the IF's had beon drinking in the hamlet during the afternoc.n and
were in the hamlet. The QUsNG TIN Province U. S. Advisor, was notified and
initiated an immediatc investigation by LY TIN District Ue. 8. 4dvisor. 3rd

platoon Gowpany 3 was instructed to remain w:Lth.ln their combat base an'i maintain
75% alert statuse.

57. 2922158 Company & (Rein), -returned to Battalion Combat Base. Uperstions TAW

Bn Frag Order 16-66 terminated. (Refer to Tab C)

58. 292330H The LY TIN District Chiof, U, S. &dvisor and additicnal LF'S arrived
on the island cf XY XUsN to investigate incident.

59 . 30010011 LY TIN District U. S. advigor informed the Commanding Officer, lst

Battalion, Sth Marincs that the problen was -ne of over contrcl by both PFla
end USMC units, : '

60s 301500H In reference t¢ spot report 291930H a conference with the QUANG TIN -
frovinece U. So adviscr, LY TIN District U. 8. advisor, Frovince and District Chiefs
and Commending Officer, lst Battalion, 5th Merines was conducted. It was
sscertained that IF's hat beon drinking as a result of their dispendence over the
possibility of being rcdesigmneted a Regional Porce unit. The incident was
complicated by the absence of an interpretcr. 4s a result of the conference the
incident was smouthed over. drrengements worce male for ean interpreter and every
means possiblc axre being explored by this Battalion to continue fostering amicable
w"rkll’lp; rol a,tlcnshlps bctwenn Marines and Pepular Force units. :

5 Ul )
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_ ol team listening poss (5027 ° oy 2 (ﬂ mcq) at coord (BT 393142)
wes novingz from the Battalion Comy . < 7=asT nisht position when they
received threc rounds small rrrs o7 LS. w7 “ircetion at a ramge
of about 100 meters ccord (& %911 = . . ¢ e .. . tned a minor flesh wound
in the laft log (medical evucuatitm waw w. ' -u,uircli), unemy rounds were nct -

fired in rapid succsssicn an® were well aimed. Estimated one VG snipers VC
broke cuntact. Likely rcutc of withirawal was in a westorly dircetion. Listen-’

" ing post reportcd incident to Cempany Commander an? requested instructions.
Company U  Commander directed.listcning post to return to the Combat Bame with
Wli. Upon return to the Cumbat Hase the listening post was assigned a replacement
end returned to assigned lccetion by a different rcute. Upon debrief of the
listening post it was learncd that the LF returncd three rounds small arms fire.
Fire tcam patrol, Ccumpany D c¢énducted a searcia from 010600E until 010730 from
coord . (BT 590:1405 to co.rd (BT 397145)e nc USMC poncho was found. - '

62. 311915H lst Battalion, 5th Merines perimeter “efensive position co.rd
(bT 397147) roccived cne round small exms fire from a range of about 300 meters at

csord (BT 395150). Round landed inrice paddiec abmt 20 fcet in front of bunker.
No fire was returncd. .

. r‘I
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7th Plarines b&C Mo, 0083266
3,/LAP/mw R
2EC - O

éOPY _Lé__or F® corss 20 Dec 1966 L

PIRST ENDORSIMENT-on.CQ, 156,80, 5th lar 1tr 3 /I8 /dah over 3480 Ser 0074-66
of 11 Dec 65 T :

From: Commanding Dfficer, Seventh Marines
To: Commending Yeneral, st Marine Division (R Rein) ¥MF .
Vias Commznding Geneval, Task Foree X-Rar

Subj:s Ccmbat OUpesration After Acticn Report; Operation VSUTTIR!

1. Readdressed and forwsrdied.

2. As the rescli of a planning conference held at the oixth ARVE Regimental

Meadquarters in TaM KY on ? Decembér, 2 small liaiscn greup from the Seventh

Marine RAegimen® was co-located in the field i

for the duraticn of

Frase II, Operation SUTTLR,

The Jecond ARVN Division CP
its purpose was tc effect

the liciscr and fire support coordiration necesszry betvweon the two forces
operatirg in contiguous axr eab, thereby relieving the co 3MC battalion

tted JIMS
commanéer cf such responsibiliity. Ko prohloms wers inturred,

the most unfeavorable of wes
to have been n

ther conditicns,
J Success: ihe commwnts

3. Degpdite-the persistenc
Oparsticw SUTTER

Ule

RRISIRS

and resommendationyg contal in hasic recort have besn reviewad and-this
Headguarters copcours in them.

4. The
referred to in subbwragrapus 6oﬂ,,\1) and L
Just prior to, and =zgain duris rati
{$icns wers imposed by highsx’
gselectinn and =zmmunition sxrencitures.

following comments cencerning harassing 2nd interdictory (H&I) fires
'L} are corsidered pertinent,

severe rzetrictions and limits

28, botr in target

infornation and instructiona

concerning these regirictions and limitationy Lave besn reseived, They
shovld precluds any futuce m;~'g;erq+aad ng on the part of the infantry bvatta-

liors and their sapporiing aciiilery wunitg.

g "} 7 A {
:’,‘-’“f "w.h‘,_r?‘{"" {77 < @é{ﬁ&#\z L/
ae Fy O SROZDY JH. 4/4 /

DISTRIBUTION:

—

fap Cir
Tihlbay Sf@ log Wy @ ™,
«QQ@.‘Q;@WY#.&@FQ&

s & C FILES

HEALDQU/ RTERS
1ST MARINE DIVISION, FME .

0G, 1st Marbiv

C&, Tesk Force X-Rey

b/A, o0 ST Dy vmom o
- G0, MAG~36 .
CO,, 1'L.~,G'~¢2
CO, B Mar
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From:
Tos

Subj:

R_efs

s R L

it

s

\ »?(bg Tth:Marines -Fragd 2-66-

Enels

| -\ 4
li..u\l) PRERELS :
lst B(lt Jc.vM.»
1st Marine sivis' .
FPO San Hyooolnoe © : -
3/JNB/dah ;
. 3480
00T4~66
1lDectb
Commanding Officer
Commanding Officer, Tth Marines
Combat Operation Aftor Action Reports 'operatic.n SUTTER
(2) 1st Battalion, 5th Ma.rlnes Fra.gO 12-—66 e s

(e) Div0D 3480.1 I R o
(d) Maps: - Vietnam AMS Series L 7014 (1 50, ooo), Shcets 6739 v
Tra Bong, 66%9 1 Tien Phuoc :

él Oparations Overlay D=1’ . T

Operations Overlay DeDay . woiis’ -
(3) Operations Ovorlay D+l
2 Operations Overlay D+2
5) Opcerations Ovorlay D+3
ié; Operations Overlay D+4
7 0pcret10ns Overlay D+5

1. Gode Name and Typo of Operation. Operation SUITER (Seerch and Destroy).

2. Dates of Operation. Phase I 1-3 December 1966

Phase II 4-6 December 1965

3. Location. In the RAOR to tho west of 1lst Battalion, 5th Marines TACR,
Ly Tin and Tam Ky sector, Quang Tin Province, RVN; on mep sheets, AMS Series
. L7014 (1:50,000), Sheets 6739 IV Tra Bong, 6639 I Tien Phouc.

4. Cémma.nd Hoadguarters.

S

b, .

Phase I

00, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines - .° Maj. Po L, HILGAKTNER

~ 00, Company C, lst Battalicn, Sth Marines . .Capts M. B, DARLING

€C, Company D, lst Battwlion, 5th Marines & _@apt. J- I+ SalTY
C0, Company K, lst Battzlion, 5th Marines = Capt. R. Lo MARESCO ‘
CCy Company A, lst Reconuaissance Battelion - Cepte Z. J. CONNELLY, Jz.

Phase Ii

CO, lst Battalion, S5tk Marlncs R Maj. Pe L. HLLGARTNHER
€0, Company C, 1lst Battalion, 5th Ma:clnos -~ Capte M. B. D4ARLING
CO, Company D, lst Battalion; 5th Marincs Capte Jo Js CanTy
Gu, Company .n, lst Reconneissance, Bgttalion Capt. Be Jo OUNM-LLI, Jn

s
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1K & L

L i%ation.

lst Battalion; 5th Marincs (-){(Ecin) : Mej. Po L. HILGARTWER
E&S Company (=) '
Dét, Company-4 (=), 1st Recon In
Det, Company C, let SP Bn
Det, Company B, lst EngrBn
Det, Btry D, 2nd3n, llthMar
Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
. Det, 9th ITT, FIF
Det, Tth Comm BEn
Det,. Headquarters Battalion, lgtMarDlv
© Det, 1st Scout Dog Plt
Det, IS0
Det, 4V Unit

2nd Bn (=)(Rein) 1st Fa@, 11th Marines LtCol CLRVIR
Btry D(-), 2nddn, lst Fig, lithMar o
Prov 3try, 4thBn, lst FiG, 1llihMar

Compaeny € {(Rein © Capte M. B DARLING
Company C R S
Det, H&S Co

Det, Comm P1l%
Det, Med P1t
3rd FU Tm, 8lmm Mortar Plt
FiC Tm
- Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
S5qd (=) Co B, 1lst thgr3n .
FO Tm, Btry D, 2ndBn, 1llthMar
Det, Co C, 1st 8P 3Bn

-Company D !,Rein! Sl . : Capt, J¢ Je CLRTY
Company D : o : S '
Det, H& Co o ‘ .

Det, Comm P1t
Det, Med P1t
- 4th FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Pl%
FiC Tn .
Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
8qd (=), Co B, 1st ingran
Det, 1st Sentry Dog Plt
- FC. Tn, Stry D, 2ndBn, 11lthMar
.lJet Co C, 1st 8P Bn -

Det, H&‘: Co, BrdBn, 5thMar
Det, Comm Flt
Det, Med P1%

FU Tm, Btry F, 2ndSn, llthMar

Company & (=){(Rein) 1st Reconnaissanc.e Dattalion Capte B. Jeo CONNILLY, Jr.

PAG3 2
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‘er“r.- 8lmm, Mﬂrtars were onploy 3l $0 assist in providing & segure

w';;liﬁifif e

: o3 S Qocon < :
Det, Conutrlt 4 : o
.Det, Med P1t i | '

8lon Morter F1t (=) o GySgt. J. W/ LISSBY

6. Suppcrting arms

a_; Adr Support

(1) Helicopter Sunpurt. "Operation SUTTAR commenced on 1 December
1966. On D-Day two aircraft carried resupplics to (BT 330¢10) Cn D+l

- ‘one ‘HU-1E landed at @oordinates. (3T 332105) with Computation "6" and

received five rounds shiper fire., HU-1E extractod Computation "6 and pro-
cceded to (BT 3401.00) to evacuate a sick Scout Doge Twe UH-34's picking up
nedical evacuations at (8T 328009), rcccived two rounds sniper fire from
coordinates (BT 349090) Un 42 two UH-34 helicopters extracted . emer gency
medical evacuetions from (BT 345077) On D43 two UH-34 aircraft Shuttled
65 troops ‘and logisticel supp_.cs from Battalion LSa to (BT 312094). Four
separate trips were made without enemy'harrqssmcnt. On D44 two UH-34's
carried rosupplies from Battalion L8ai‘to (BT 290085). Two separate trips
were made. - The helicepters r0001v;d 20 rounds of sgniper fire from vicinity
(2T 285090). * Un D+5 two UB-34}s extracted an emergency USMC medical evacuas
tion from (JT 290085) receiving. 30 rounds sniper fire from v1cm1ty (BT

1285090) and (BT 290100). ' OnwD+5 one HU-1D arrived at (BT 290085) w th

Computetion "S" and received-four rounds sniper fire from (BT 285092). in
D+5 twe UH-34's. extracted 1,000 pounds of rice from coordinates (BT 290085).
The flight received 30 rounds small srms fire from vieinity (BT 285091).

- On D45 four CH-46 helicopters offecting extraction of the Command Group

and Company C at. Goordinetes - (T 293104) reccived five rounds sniper  fire.
Two HU-15's flyln& cower for the . extractl,n fired 30 rounds 7. 62 in zrea
to suppress snlp er flrc.

(2) Pizea Winﬂ. Fqu PR - 10 missions were flown on L+4 and w45
cn enemy t@r"ets as follows.". : _

Teeation: o ’ wrdnance Exmended
BT 258088 | 5 Dolta-1's
BT 263082 : L .5 = lelta = 1ts
»‘3T'26?oa4 : 7 6 -uwelta - 1's
IP 270078 . 6 -wolta - 1's
IU274081 . 6 -Delta - 1's

(3) General. Helicouter support was cxcellent. The landing zine
sh Déed and D+5 at onnrd;nﬂtcs (BT 290085l was not secure from sniper fire.

- However, it wes the unly L2 available. This Lz was located 50 meters fr.m

e wide unfordable river, and invariably helicopters received enemy sniper

' fire from the oppesite side. 4 request was nade to cxtract 1000 pounds of

rice from this location. When the helicopter bezan to extrzet the riece, it
was uneblc to méve for scveral minutes due to enemy fire from acrOSs the
NG

PaGE 3
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b. Artillery L
(1) &rtillery Support. Crereticn ‘SUPTER initially consisted
of Battery D, 2nd Battalion, 1lth lMerines in direct support during D1,
D-Dey and D+1, On DHl, Battery L, 4th Bettalion, 1lth Marines became
the direct support battery for the Battalion. During the operation,

artiliery support provided fires for observed missions and H&I missionse
& detailed breakdrwm follows:

‘ (a On D+l, an observed missicn was called on ocight VO snipers
vieinity (BT 7'25103) firing on Company Ce Nine rounds were fired by
Battery L. The coversge was good and the sniper fire ceased.

e (b) On D+2, Commotion, & Reécnneissance OP, fired on eight
V€ walkirg scuth on trail at coordinates (BT 345074). Rounds were on
target, however, no positive observation was made due to tho heavy
vegeliitiion, : '

P : (¢) On D+3, the Forward Observer with Company C fired on eight .
YC /snipers coordinates (BT 351076). Twenty-five rounds were fired by
Balttery D with excellent coverage of target area as the enemy fire oceased.

~{a) On D+4, e Compatiy C patrcl was hit by sniper fire from
7 coordinates (BT 286104). Four rcunds were requested, and subsequently
fired by Battery L, 4/11, However, snipers had broken contect and withe
dravn pricr to mission being fired, Recon OP Bitteridge fired on twenty-
eilght VC muwing through the wocdline ccordinates (BT 259087)e Sixtcen
rotmds were fired by 155 Guns {Btry L) with exccllent coverage of the
. a&oee. No positive surveillance available due to heavy vegetation.
4ppreximately an hour later, Recen OP Bitteridge called & fire nmissicn
- on thirty VC moving through coordinates (BT 261087). Twenty rounds were .
fired by 155 Guns. The mission had excellent target coverage with an
- ostimated twenty possible VC KIAs. This samo concentration was fired
again on 10 VC moving in the open. Battery L fired fourteen rounds ,
resulting in cne confirmed VC XIA. : .

(e) On D+5, threec rounds were firdd by Dattery L =
possible enemy mortar pesition at coordinates (BT 286987). The rounds
were cn target, however, recacticn time was very slow. A mission was
also fired for a patrol from Ccmpany C that was under sniper fire at
coordinates (BT 294072). Six rounds were fired by Battery L, with good
coverage. Sniper fire ceased. 4 total of five rounds were fired by
Battery L on snipers firing at helicopters as they attempted to land
at the Dattalion's pcsition cocrdinates (BT 291084)s Good covarage was
achicved resulting in eliminaticn of enemy sniper fire.

(£) During the operation approximately 50 BAI concentrations
were fired at points of enemy contact and enemy cscape routes. Approx-
imetely 150 rounds of 105 and 155 were fired on these concentrations.

On D44, H&I's were reduced to & minimum due to the regimental requirements
for positive tergets and physical surveillance for HAT fires. Tt was not
possible to conduct a surveillance of the plammed H&I concentrations

because the Battalion could not ford the Song Ba, Ky River to get i
the terget arcas.

T PAGE 4
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(g) Listed below are the epproximeto number of rounds and type

. of mlsslons fired:

- EKI"' ‘ © 150 Roun}§ E3Q (105 & 155)

-Ubserved missions 115 Ruunls EEQ, VT & W
R B - (105 & 155)

(h) In béf?&i‘al the art:.llery support during the operatlon vas
good. The reconnaissance insarts accounted for some of the best artillery
cbservation. It is recommendoed that these inserts be used ih future
opersticns. 4 re-cvalustion should be made of the HI planning requirements
levied on a ground wnite In most instances, hard or fixed targets are not
identified or logated end the current requirement is not practical, and often
not feasable.

7+ Intelligence

a.‘ Estimate of VC strength, lqcafion, and disposition in: the objective
area., . a .

- () Porces anticipated in the immediate objective areas

Wit LOCATION STRENGTH " CACTICAL DISPOSITION
 CONFIRMED

NONB

PROBABLE

14th VC Co. BT 3211 50-100 Men Unimown

74th IF Co. BT 2608 75-125 Men - Unknown

706th Co. BT 3310 750125 Men Unimown.

VC Dist. HQ. - BT 3508 Unknown, = - : Unknown -

Rice Storage BT 345080 ' - - :

VC Hospd tal BT 342090

(2) Throughout the month of November 1966, there have been several
Chiew Hoi and agent reports of the 74th, 14th and 706th Local Force Companies
located in the RAOR to the west of lst Battaelion, 5th Marines TAOR., On 22
November 1966 a squad leader of the T4th Local Force Company defected to an
ARVN outpost and the leader of the Economic Cadre, Tam Ky District,defected
to the Tam Ky District Beadquarters. Initial intelligence information was
furnished to this unit from these Ralllers.

(3) Addi tional intelligence was- galned as a result of an aeriel
reconnaissance mission with the Chieu Hoi's pointing out locatlons from

the air of varlcus Ve p051tions and 1nstallat10ns.

PAGE 5
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(4) The objective of o o *ion was to fik. and destroy VO
units in the erea and expleit inform “icu ¢hteined from the Chicu Hoi
Rallierse :

b;A YC Strongth and Situation Actuallv Found 4s Operation wag Conducted.

Throughéut the operation this unit was in light contact with the =nemy.
These contacts were mainly with local force guerrillas; however, onc Local
Force Company was in the area, evidenced by the fact that this unit received
one night probe characterized by 60mm mortar fire, 3 rounds, and heawy small
arms fer.

c. "¥YC Units Identified. None

d. Significant Intelligence Gained. ' : .

- (1) A psychological warfare center was discovered in the vicinity
of coordinates (BT 341088). Approximately 5,000 propeg anda leaflote were
capturede The type of propaganda leaflets captured have nover been seen
in this area before. The text of these leaflets were printed on a proess
and not a stencil maching,

. (2) A VC official was killed, several documents and moasages were
on hls porson. The full impact of this infcrmetion has not been. learned
at this tlme.

(3) The objective areas were belng used by mhin force VC as ro=-
supply routes.

(4) It is believed that the cnemy fled across the Song Ba Ky River
in BT 2808,

(5) Tunnols and Caves. Many small complexes capable of holding
-three or four people werc found. These were left unharmed as thoy appear=
ed to be individual family shelters. The ontire psychological warfare
complex was destroyed with approximately 50 pounds of C—4.

Ge Terraln _ . .

(1) Critical T'errain Features.‘. -

Eill 410 BT 386035
Hill 302" BT 313109

(2) Observation and Fields of Fire. The terrain in the aves of
operation consisted primarily of ridge lines with narrow paddies in the

valleys. Most paddies worc im .oulsivaticn, -Observation and fields of fire
wore limited due to meny hills, ridge lines, densu vegetation and hedge

YOWSe B
ety

N
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e medmpres s

‘ ‘ , s b0 ¢ One zﬁajor obstacle..was shoountered - the Song
- Ba Ky River in BT 2808- o

(5) Aveﬁgés of Approach. Roads and trails in the arca are
excellent, maxy trails exist that do not e,ppeat on the map.

8, Mission. To conduct search and destroy operations in the RACR area
west of the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines T4ORy in conjunction with forces
from the 6th Regiment, 2nd ARVN Division. '

. ‘;:9. .Cchceg§ of Qg' eration.

" (1) Phase I, On D-l insert reccmmaissanco elements, lat Reconnaissanoce
Battalion, by helicopter to conduct ground surveillance of scutheastern
portion of operations area, move ons reinforced rifle company (=) overland
tc establish blooking position vicinity (BT 374051), move lst. Battalion

5th Marines (-){Rein) Commend Group and two reinforced rifle companies

(=) overland tc vicinity (BT 328109) (See enclosure (1) ); commencing DDay,
Command Group -and twc rifle' companies conduct search and destroy operations

in ésught;asterly directicn to vicinity (BT 351077). (Ses eziclosurea-(,l), (3)

(2) Phase II, On D+3 move two companics and Command Group by foot to
vicinity Objective 2 (BT 293103), and conduct ccordinated search and

destroy operaticns in a westerly and southwesterly direction in conjumetion
with 6%h ARVN Regiment. Insert reccnnaissance clement on Hill 396, coordinate
(BT 238086 ) to conduct ground reconnaissance in western portion of the
operational area. (Seec enclosures (5) and (6).J.

';0. Execution

~@s D=1, 30. November 1966 o
| - (1) 3015008 G_cmpa:-nyz K (-) commenced movement by .foot to vicinity
® Gy - AR

" 65 (2) 301600H Recon OP (Commotion) ‘established at cocrdinates (BT
347065 ) R o

A (3) 301700H 1st Battalion, 5th Marines Command Group with Company
C (~) and Company D (=) commenced movement by foct to vicinity (BT 328109).

. be - D-Day, 1 December 1966 § . e

(1) 010100H Company K (=) established night defensive positions
at (BT 376061). R .

(2) 010300H Company € (~), and a Command Group with Compamy D (=)
ostablished night defensive positic.s vioinity (BT 333104) and (BT 340108)
respectively. See Enclosure (1), Operations Overlay D-l. -

DECLASSIFIED |
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OOE E~Hour Phase I. Comnany € (~) commenced sweep of

- -ObJective "C" from vioinity (BT 3331¢ ,» Company D (~) and Command Group
in blocking position from (BT 332115) to (BT 333110)s Company K (=) in
blocking position from (BT 370051) tc (BT 380051). .

. (4) ©10800H Recon element (Cantilever) inserted et (DT 389034)
to conduct ground surveillance of the southern portiqn of the objective

- 8re8e - :

' (5) 010815H Company K squad secwsity patrol entered hemlet
vioinity (BT 375056). . Found one M-l rifle, one M341 Sub-machine gun, one
certridge belt, one locally manufactured gvenade and oms M-l Magazine.pouch

~oontaining miscellencous first aid equimment in ¥ vasant house. Céptufed
:; weapons and equipment forwarded to 1lst Battalion, 5vn Marines Sw2,

L 86) 010845H Company € search and destroy patrol vicinity .
. gBT.327110 -received 28 to 30 rounds autcmatic weapons fire from
BT 327107),.a distance of 300 meters southwest. Patrol returned three
rounds M-T9 and maneuvered to eliminate eriemy sniper fire. Patxol
~Bustained -3 USMC WIA*s, Enemy fled to southwest. Artillery mission
oallod on coordinates (BT 325105) with gocd coverage on targets Search-
ed area with inconelusive results. ' g

: S7) 010920H Company C (=) secured Objective "C" coordinates
(37T 330110), . .- 5 . P T
. . - (8) 0112008 Company D (~) departed fram blocking position and
. ecaomenced sweep toward Objective "D", ... - . S

(9) 0113308 Compeny D Combast patrol spotted five VG wea.rixg

Bleck pajemas aend cartridge belts rum south from house at 1(B‘T 337100 ),
Patrol initiated action firing 30 rcunds 7.62 end 1 round M=79 at .
distance of 150 meterss. Patrol obsertved five VC falling, however, ‘
subssquent search of area revealed omly ome VC who later died of wounds.
Four VC WILi Probable. Further searchi found one tunnel (25 by 5 by 5 feet).
with one cartridge belt and ocne M=26 . grenade booby trapped with trip
release device. Tumnnsl and booby trapped grenade destroyede i search
of the house VC ran from resulted in the ‘capture of the following .
weapons end equipment: One Russian carbine, two French cerbines, ons
cartridge belt, and 30 rounds of 7,6 emmunition. One female VCS was
approhended in' the house and sént to ¥TT. The captured woapons and .
equirment were forwarded to lst Battalion; 5th Marines Sw2, '

(10) 0113358 Company K departed frcm blocking position vicinity
(BT 375051) and commenced move %o .secuxe Objective "B's

‘ (11 ) 0116008 Corﬁpany X secured Objeotive "E" at coordinates
(BT 367065) with negative enemy contacte E

- (12) C11B0CH 411 unite established night defensive positions.
Refer to Enclosure (2), Operation Overley D-Day. -

o

PR
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;il D41, 9|Decembéh 1966

(1) 020919H Fecon 01 (Cnm Llcn) locatod at (BT 345065) spotted
threa V¢ with weapons at (BT 352078 moving in eastern direction, Ona
VC wore gray clothing and two wore. dark clothing. No fire mission calle-

. ed dus to close proximity of friendly troope. C e

(2) 021000 Company D squad ocmbat ratrol at (BT 340096) found

. 8ix VC wearing black pajamess in harbor site sating chow. When VC

attempted to-run, patrol fired 25 rounds- T«62,and one M=79 round resulting
in five VC KIA and one VC WIL Probable. Patrol captuted onc M-l French
gcarbine, one pack and miscellaneous documents, all fotwarded to lst

Battallon, 5th Ma.rines S=2,

(3) 0211453 Company € patrol et (BT 339089) recelved 100 rounds
small arms fire and two rifle grenades from (BT 341099) The company
returned 300 rounds T+62, 10 rounds M-79, and

- 10 rounds 60mm mortar as enemy fled to the southeast. Soarch of ares

subsequently uncovered a VC psychological operaticns center with 5000
propaganda leaflets, appealing directly to Americams,: KMC and ARVN. 4lso
disccvered were mixed items of clothing, three steel bear traps, two
carbine megazines, weapons cleaning gear and cne decument perteining

to & VC Farmers Association, dated 18 Octcber 1966. Results of fire
fightts 4 USMC WI4, medicelly evacue,ted 'I:o 1st Med.ical Bettalion.

(4) o21200H Compa.ny X at v:.c:_n:.ty (BT 367065 ): relea.sed to return
OPCON 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines.

(5) 0213158 Recon OP (Commotion) at (BT 347065) spotted twelve
VC wearing ra.lncapes and short khakl trcusers with rifles and packs et
(BT 347075)s  The VC turned aouth off trail when artillery mlssion was
called. o . : ' '

(6) 02153CH Company C platoon combaet patrol discovered a hamlet
of fifteen huts made of now materiale at (BT 341087) two tunnels (30 by
5 by 5 feet) and nevwly dug bomb shelters surrounded by fighting holes.
Patrol searched the area and found miscellanecus documents, VC schocl
books, and tax receipts. Captured one VCS who injicated the immediato
arca wes a VC Company CP and Barracks looat:.on. VCS sent to ITT.

(7) 021%301& A11 units established night defenswe _positdonse
See Enclosure (3), Operation Overlaw D+1. -

’ dq D+2, 3 December 19660 :
(1) o31000H Two tufmels reported 021530H were deétro";yed".' B

(2) 031100H H&S Company combat patrol at (BT 343084 ).discoversd
two VC in brush adjacent to trail wearing short grey trousers, When VG
tried to run, patrcl fired. three rounds 7.62 emmunition resulting in two |
VC KIA at a distance of 50:meterse Ono .45 cal pistol, with holster, belt,
two magazines, and 14 rounds of ammunit:.on were found cn one of the Kli's
and forwarded to lst Battalion, 5th Marlnes S-~2, VC XIi wearing the
plstol belleved. to be VO officials :

« . vrd.y b
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(3 ,Lbsnun Compazv D combat pa.trol at (DT 342084) found two

booby trapped M~79 rounds with a 4rizger housing group of an M-l rifle
uaed as 8 datonater. Booby trap was destroyed in place.

_ (4) 031200H Company C combat petrol at (BT 346081) received one
round of aniper fire from one VC from a distance of 150 meters. Patrol
returned five rounds 7.62 and pursued sniper. Patrol found heavy blood
epots and one largs pack at (BT 34-7079 ) One VC WIA Probable.

(5) 03130GH Company ‘C comba.t patrol at (BT 348078) received 15
~ rounds sm.per fire from estimated six VC at a range of 200 meters. Patrol
returned fire with §C rcunds T7¢62, 10 rounds 60mm mortar ~ and called
artillery missicn with good coverage on target. Patrol searched areca with
inconclusive results. One USMC WIL medioally ’eva.cuated to lst Modiocal
Batta.l:.on. o ' } .

(6) 031610H Recon OP (Commotlon) spotted four VC moving down
trail in pairs at (BT 349069). VC dressed in black shirts, shorts
trousers, soft hets and no shoes. Patrol initiated action %.a digtmnte, .
. 75 meters resulting in three VC KIi and cne VC WIi who digd of wounds
-at C4061CH. Patrol captured two CHICQM rifles; one French MiiS-36, and
cne hand grenade of unknown type.  Captured wea.ponsyforwa.rded to 1st
: Reconnaissanco Batta.l;on S=2e : o . ‘ '

(7) 0317003 411 wnits oatablished night posltlons at (BT 347077 ).
. Refer to Enclosure (4), Operatlon Overlay, D+2.

D+3, 4 Dscember 1966

(1) 0408CCH Battelion Comma.nd Group and Compa.nles Cadabd

d.epa.rted night defensive positions end commenced mcvement to Objective
2, Phase II. ‘

. {2) 040805H Recon OP (Bittarldge) mserted by hehcozater onto
- Hill 396 coordlnates (BT 238086). - . .

- (3) 04‘?3503 Recen OP (Commotlon) extracted by helloopter from
cocrdinates (BT 3500700). .

34) 041500H Resupply and :msertlcn of Battalion Reserve (two
platocns by helicopter completed at- cocrdinates (BT 312096).

(5) 0417458 Cempany C combat patrol at (BT 290104 ) received four
rounds small erms fire from three VO in khs¥d clothes frem distence of
400 moters. Patrol returned fire with 20 rounds 7.62 enc ono round M-79.
Searched area and apprehended cne V€3, VO3S forwarded to 9th ITT.

(6) 0418003 ObJect:Lve 2 sacured. _

(7) 041820E Esta.bl:.ahed mght pesitions at (BT 291105) Refer
to Enclosure (5), Operation Overley, D+3.

_ 7 (8) 04193cH Compe.ny C squad reconnaissance patrol. at (BT 295103)
. - - .tripped bochy trap device of unknown description resulti
o explosion wrb]) no shrapnel efi‘eot.

", , ) PLGE 10+
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N4, SJDecember 1965 | |

@y CSC430H 411 wnits com oncsd movemont to Obaective 2,

(2) osc8C0E Obacctlve 3 secured. .

(3) C5092§!’Patr01 at (BT 291105) roceived 40 rounds small arms
sniper fire frem four VC vicinity (BT 287104). Patrol returned 50
rounds 7.62.. Called artillery mission with good coverage on targete VO
fled southweste Patrol searched. area with 1nconclu51ve results,

(4) 05094CH Company C ccmbat patrol at (BT 291081) spotted threo

" V0 on trail wearing black pajemese One V€ had a weapon. FPatrol opened

fire at 300 meters firing 10 rounds 7.62, one round M~79. VC fled south
as the patrol gave chase and captured one female VCC, one M-l rlfle,

cne clip 30 -caliber emmunition (eight rounds) and -one bag of rices

VCC forwarded tc ITT and captured weapons and equlpment sent t0o

lst Battalion, 5th Marines &= .

{5) 050940H Recon OF (Bisteridge) on Hill 396 (BT 238086) spotted
28 VC, all armed with weapons amd wearing bladk pajemas,noving west on
trail at (BT 259087). 4rtillery mission called with good coverage on

target area. VC fled acuth into tree line,

(6) 051020H Recon OP (Bltterldge) on Eill 396 ‘spotted 30 Vo'
moving east on trail at (BT 262086). 4ppeared to be same group as -ia
050940H repcrt. 4rtillery mission called. Jgain VC fled south into
tree line. 40 made surveillance on both target arca reportlng 1ncon~
clusive 51ght1ngs. Est:mate 20 VC KIA P0351ble. )

(7) o51130H Company D squad socurity patrol 8t (BT 291084)
apprehonded cne VCS with mowledge of VC activity in the aree. Found
bamboce signalling device and one amall ‘bear trap in his house. VCS-

forwarded to ITT, md eaptured equipment forwarded to lst Battalion,
Sth Maxrines S-2.

(8) 0512453 Ccmpany D ocombat patrol attempted to ford Song Ba,
Xy Rlver at (BT 29¢087). Of the four men who attempied to cwoss at
this fording site, only one was successful. The current of the river
at this site was ¢stimated to be approximately 20 tc 25 knots,. average
depth 6 to 8 feed with sandy bottom prohibiting sure feotinge 4 Chieu
Hoi who was familiar with thée area stated that this was the best
fording site in the arsa &nd that the VC used boats to cross the river.
Patrol searched area but were unable to find boats.. One M-14
rifle and one M-14 maga21ne with. 20 rounds 7.62 ammunltlcn were lost in

. the rnver. . : » I e y

(9) 051505H Resupply hellcopter at (BT 291084) received six to
eight rounds small arms fire from ridge line vicinity (BT 284087 e

Roturned four rounds 8lmm mortar. Unable to soarch due. to river barrier.‘

t
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‘ extractlon frhﬂ cocrdinates (BT 291105)

.
,‘ r
N N T I
- . : -
- : ¢
N H

{10) 051600E Recon OP (Bitte. i ige) at (BT 238036) obsarved ten -
VC runmning south from treeline into v.i.sge at (BT 257084). VC ware
black and white pajamas and carried packs and weapons.  Artillery mission
called with good ocoverasge on target. One VC KIA conf:.rmed. .

(11) 051615hRecon op (Cant:.lever) extracted by helicopter from

vv1cinity (BT 388035).

(12) 0517%0H 311 units establlshed nlght positlons at (BT 291084 ).

" Refer to Enclosure (6)y Operstions Overlay, D44

(13) 051945H Company C squed security patrol s potted three VC

"with weapons moving into river at (BT 295072). VC initiated action with
" ten rownds sutomatic weapons fire. Patrol réturned 80 rounds 7. 62 and

threw two M-26 grenades into river. Patrol searched area but was unable to

find bodies. Threc VC WI4 Probable. Apprchendcd two VCS in tho erea who
voluntecred information on VC activity in the aree. IIT released the VC

suspects aftar interrogatiom, - .

Ee D+5, 6 Deccmber 1966.

‘ (l) 060230H H&S Company et (BT 291084) recelved three rounds of
incoming 60mm mortar rounds and 40 rounds small arms fire from (BT 287084)
& distance of approximately 500 meters.. Returned firg with three rounds
8lmm morter, ten rounds T+62 and called. artlllcry missions - Morter attack
resulted in three UsSMC WIA, not medlcally evacuated. : . :

(2) 060700H Company C platoon combat patrol at (BT 292076) recelved
five rounds small arms fire from snipers at (BT 292074), a range of 200
meters. Patrol returned two 3.5 Rocket Launcher rounds {shite phosphoroush, .
and ‘100 rounds 7.62 ammunition. Artillery mlsss.on call ed :with good ;
coverage of target area. - Unable {0 search due to river barrier. Action
resulted in thres USMC WIA medically eva,cuated to 1st Medlcal Battal 1on. .

(3) 061050H The caretaker of the Vietnamesec Caxbollc Church at

(BT 291084) requested USIV'C extre,ct rice oache oontainlng a.bcut 1000 pounds
of rices " - )

(4). 061500H Gompany D commencc,d movemint by. foot from. Obgect:.vb

‘BBTWNM)wtdt@PMmllwwmmmlawIWCmmMmgMﬁwr
* 7th Marines verbal order 051000 Decembm:- 1966. . ‘

. (5) 061615H Race evacuation by hellcopter completed with. a.pprox:una.te-
1y 1000 pounds of rice (not of USAID @ources) extracted. During evacuation

. helicopters at (BT 291084) rcceived 20 to 25 rounds small arms fire from

snipers across river vicinity (BT 288084). HAS Compeny security returned
60 rounds 7462, and called artillery mission. Patrol was unable to search

due -to river -barricr.: Actlon resu.lted :Ln one. USMC WIA., not; medlcall,y eva.cuat-
ed.

(6) 061700E Botbalion Gompand Group and Compeny C &

PAGE 12
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%) 061TLTH Company C at LZ rnoc:.vcd apgrox:.ma,tely ten rounds A
sniper fire from vicinity of (BT 2951 5, & distance of 500 meters. Company
C returned 50 rounds T.62 1; directicn from which sniper fire came, 4rea
not searched dus to helicopter extraction. Action resulted in one USMC
WIA who was medically ev aic.ua.ted by hellcﬂptm: to 1st Medlca.l Battalion.
USMC was DOW upon artiv

(8) Q61750H Helicoptar extracticn of Comand Group ;a.nd' Company
C to Hill 54 (BT 397146) completed. ‘ o
(9) 061815H Operatlcn SUT”‘ER termlnatcd on ordcr of Gommanding
Officer, 7th Marines. -
1l. Rosults
a. Ycrsonnel
(1) Enemy
(2) VC Kla 13
E\b 'VC'KIa (Possible 20
VC Wla (Probable 9
{d) vee ‘ X
) Ves 4
o '.(2) Fmencuy (use) |
) v(a) Kla
.. Rifle; M PS03 Propaganda Leafists 715,000
-~ SubeMachine Gun, M}A.l “1. Bear Treps, Stcgel 4
Carbine, MALS 36 French 4. .. VG 3chocl Books 4
e ..R:.fle, CHEGOM = 2 V6 Tax Recéipts ey
s T PigboLy Ue Sy %-l -45 ~d1 . Pistol Belt 1
. Certridge Belt 2  Pistol Holstar 1
-~Pack 4 ° Magezincs, .45 Cal. _ 2
Box 4ssorted Documents. 1  Magezines, Carbine- . - - 2
o Weapsns—Cleening Goar dmuniticn, 7.62 - rds ~ 30
.. Mixed Clothing dmmunition, «45 Cal..rds 14
A gsammunition,. «30 Cale rds -8
Rice. (Non=USAID) - pounds 1,000
PLGE 13
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Hestroys | \ .

- Tunnel 25! X 5' X 5! . 2

) Booby Trapped Grensdo (Unk type) R -

- Extensive Tunnel irca and Psy-Ops Centar : 1
Huts, Small Barracks Type - 15
Tunncls 30' X 5! X 5! . 2
Grenades (Unk fype ’ locally fa.brlcated)) 2

Lost

M-14 Rifleé
M-14 Magazine w/20 rounds 7.62

]

Ce Search of &ir Strike ireas.

- The five TPQ-10 missions executed on D+4 and D+5 were not
seerched by ground fcrces due to tho river barrier formed by the Sqng Ba
Ky River in BT 2808. (Reference paregraphs 6.ae{2) and 10.of. {10) above).

12. Administration Matters

2

as Supply end Logistics. During the-execution of -Operation SUTTER
a local LSA was established at the Battalion Combat Base (BT 397145), and
operated by a Helicopter Support Team. from Company C, 1lst Shore Party
Battalion. Tirough employment of the HST's attached to the units in the
field, all rosupply reques‘os Were processcd on the HST ra.dlo néts from the
operational area:to the LSAd This aided the: ‘Battalion’ in thé accomplishment
of the mission, and no problems ware encountéred in-processing or meeting
the demandis from units in the field., Normal arms and’equipment, plus a basie
allowance: of ammunition were carried by oommitted: unlts. Resupply was
effected based on requ:.red replacements. .

b, Treatment of Casualties, Bvacuation and Hospitalization. Initial
tréatment of casualties wes accomplished by the Battalion Surgeon and unit
corpsman. Those individuals requiring evacuation were processed through
HST' channels to lst Medical Battalion., Despite the inclement woather that

was. characteristic during the Oparation, gll cesualtics were evacuated at
“he earliest time possible. '

Ce Conmunlcatlons. : The primary means of communication during
Operation SUTTER was AN/PRC 25. This radio proved to be a yery rclisble
except vhen heawy cloud covers parsisted or when mountainous terrain
seperated communicants. When these conditions existed, the Battalion
relied on a manuel radio relay located on Hill 194 (BT 377102) to relay
messages to higher Headquarters., The AN/FRC 47 functioned poorly because.

.of the torrentisl¥bins and heavy cloud cover that existed throughout most
'o%;-.the‘ oparation. The AN/FRC 41 perfarmed in an outstanding manner through- -
out the operation. A4t no time did the Battalion fail to have adequate

;. communicaticns to aid in controlling subordinate units and in meeting the

PAG:. 14 ‘ P
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_— Ay
: requu:ements cstablished bJ hlg’r.r i o bArae - The following communicae
tions equipment was usecd ST e ’ '
27 aN/BRC 25 - 3 Dh=l .
- 3 AN/PRC 41.- : 1 T4a-312 -
1Am@RC47 -

d.. Med;g Evacuatlon. The poor weather conditioms, resulting in an
over-exposurc to water, caused minor medical difficulties. Immersion foot
and locch bites were the major causes of non=battle casualties. Through
vigorous leadership and supervision this problem dld not prcclude the

-Battalion's executiocn of assigned missicnse =

13, Special Bguipment and Technlques

'a; Four (4) scout dogs were included in the Task Organlzatlons, and
elthough their employment had been productive on past operations, their
effectiveness om: Operation SUTTER was marginale The constant over-exposure
to water caused their foot pads to beoome tender. 4additionally, lecch bites
were a cause of -irritation and infection.

b. The Combat Photographar (ISO Tecam) oncountored difficulty in keeping
his equipment dry, thereby precluding utilization of this asset to the
maximm extent possible.

14. Commanderts Analysis

Be Leasons Lesrned.

(1) Tho value of utilizing the assots of the Helicopter Support Teams
for Shore Party Battalion was vividly demonstrated during Operation SUTTER.
Their control of resupply and medical evacuation requircments were executed
with dispatch a2nd maximum efficiency.

(2) During the monsoon season ropes erc mandatory as part of the
normal equipment carried by aground units. Throughout the conduct of Operation
SUITER this item of equipment was used repsatedly to aid in crossmg rivers
end flooded rice fields,

(3) In view of the cnemy situation, local force and guerrilla elements,
the Battalion employed a saturation mcthod cf covering the operational area.
This disposition resulted in achieving greater flexibility, bettar area
coverage, and the denial of freedom of actiam for the cnemy.

b. Psychological Werfare., The following psychological warfere projects
were executed . in conjunction with Operation SUTTER:

(1) 40,000 Chicu Hoi leaflets ware dropped in the arca of operation.

(2) 40,000 leaflets offering monetary awerds 0 persons who locate
Ve minesmoby traps for USMC personnel,

S e
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To date, the psychologicel werfare cfforts has resulted in six (6) Chieu
Hoi Ralliers turning themselves in gt T fin District Headquerters.

c. The non-combatant populace ware passive in their relations with the
battalion. 4n sttempt was made to offect relocatim of refugees who might

be interested in seeking sanc
sympathizers had previously 1
inhabitants remeinced.

15. Recommendations.

tuarys However, it appears that all GVN
eft the area, and only Vn,et Cong influenced

a. That scout dog teams be employed on short patrol missions dufing the .

BONSOON sceasOne

be That the intelligenece
in the SUTTER area.

geined be cxploited by future combat oparations .

7/’ /) Ao

P. L- HILGJ N_R
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Bo FRAC ORDER 15-66

Refs {a) Map RVN 1350,000, Sheet 67391V of Serise L T014
(b) BnO 330Q.1 Rules of Engagement
(c) BnO 2000,14 Communications S0P

Time Zones H

1. SITUATION

(1) Elements of the A=l4th LF Cos AKA 706th LF Oo, operate in the objective
aree and are armed with automstic weapons and hsve Gimm mortar capabiliiy.

b Friendly Forces

(1) Tth Merines contimues defense of assigned TAOR.
{2) ZrdBn, 5SthMar defends within assigned TAOR,
(3) Artillery
(a) 2n8Bn (=), llthMer direct support to 5th Marines.

(b) Blements of 4thBa (=), 1lthMar and 155 Guns general suppors,
reinfor cings

(4) Alp, 1st MAW provides helicopter and fixed wing mupport as requested.

. o nd Detachments
(1) Det;lgqég, 1s thigrDiv
(2) Doty Bqlo, Stier
(3) Det, LlstEngBn
(4) Det, ARVN Interpreter Tm
{(5) ¥O Im, Btry D, 2rdBn, 1lthMaxr
{6) Det, HiS Co, lstBn, SthMar
{a) Det, Mad P1t
(v) Dety, Comm P1%
(o) Tacp

FOR OFFLCIAL USE ONLY

TAR-B
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2. id33I0N
To conduct search and destroy operation in the srea of oparationz.

3. " EXECUTLON

(1) Commencing at L=Hour on DeDay land in predesignated. LZ viciniky
BT 356071 and conduct search and destroy operation with emphasis on locating
VG hospital, rice storage, and harbor sites vicinity cocordinates BT 351071,
349080 and 358078 '

. Co HiS Compeny

{2) Comuence movement overland to Bn TAOR at I£9e

(1) Insert one Squad (Rein) mgnual radic relay at coordinates BF 383104
at LeHour.

d. Cogpany D

(1) Provide one platoon (Rein) on 30 mimute stendby to reinfarce Company
¢ on arder. ’

o Coordinsting Instrugtions
(1) Al attachments effective 2§1800H Dectb,
' {2) A1l personnel wear helmets and upper body armor.
. (3) Comply with reference (b).
(4). D=Day 2B Decenber 1966,
(5) LeHour 0730H
(6) Lz Prep Fires commence 1=30 minutes anl cease Lwi0 minutes.
(7) Termihntion of operation on arder of (0, 1stBn, HthMar,

PO OFFICIAL USE OMLY
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4o SDIINISTRATION AD LOGISTICS
8 Carry 3 M1 per individual.
bo Carry HA smmunition.

t

6o Corry Rope for stream croseing.
5e  COMMAIID AND OOMMUNICATIONS AND ELECIRONICS

as Conm

(1) Roports to the (D, lstBn, SthlMer will be made sz follous:

(&) Hourly progress reports.

() Spot Reports as occuring.

be Commurdeallons » Eleotroniss

(L) BEffect radio silence until E«Hour,

{2) Ses reference {0)»

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR HILGARTNER

)
o2 s

Vi

&

Major, U. 3, Marine Cempsn

. . Exeeutive Officer

ANNEX s
. = Operation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: 7ahMar (2)
5m@mr(2§
G ¢ (1
1ithMar (1)
1stinghn (1)
%0d Bn, gthMar (1)
Pile (1)

L€
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LXFER A Uperasion Overlay) o frag Grder 15-86

Refs Map RVN 1350,000; AES Series L7014, Sheet 67351V

Time Zonss

DISTRYBUTICY ¢

H

37

2

05

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR IILGARTNER

-

e B Efﬂ HETT

s

R 2l

Mejor, Uo &, lgrine Corps
Exacutive Officor

Ze¢ Distribution List
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“FOR OFFICLLL USE ONLY . 1st Battalion, Sth Marine
9 P CHU LAI RVN .
29 December 1966
Bn Prag (rder 16-66
Reft (a) Mop RVI 1250,000 Sheot 67391V of Series L7014
(b) BnO 3300.1 Rules of Enmagement
(c) BnG 2000.11B Commmnications SCP
Time Zone: H
1. SITULTION

a. Zpeny Forces

‘ (1) #lements of the A-14th LF Co and 706th LF Co operate in the objective
‘ea and are arned with eautomatic weapons and have 60mm mortar capability.

b. Fricndly Forccs

' (1) 7th Marines contimues defense of nssigned T4CR.
(2) 3rdBn, Sthliar Defends within assigned T4OUR.
(3) artillery
(2) 2nd3n (-), 1lthMar dircct support of Sth Merines

(b) Hloments of the 4th3n (-), 1llthMer and 155 Guns general support/
reinforcing.

(4) &ir 1st MAW provides helicoptor and fixed wing support as requested

Ce Jkttachrleqts band D-efgchments

. “ (1) Det, HgBn, lstMerDiv

(2) Det, Hqlo, SthMar

(%) Det, lstenzBn

(4) Det, iRVN.Interpreter Tm

(5) PO Tn, Btry D, 2ndBn, 1lthder

(6) Det, H3 Pys Worfeare Tn

(7) Det, H&S Co, lstBn, Sthdar
() Det, Med P1t
(b) Det, Comm Plt

( ¢) TaCp

TAR-C
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2. MISSION .

To conduct scarch and destroy o ‘ , o of cperations.
3. EXBCUTION

a. Ooncept of Uperation

b. Company C (Rei

(1) Comrencing at L-Hour on D-Daoy land in predesignated LZ and condw t
search and destroy operations in objective ares to uncover possible VO ammo cachese.

(2) Commence movenent overland to Bn TaOR at H+10,
‘ ¢. H&S Company

‘ ' (1) Insert one Squad (Rein) momial radic relsy ot coordinstes BT 383104
at L-Howr.

d. Company D

(1) Provide one platoon. (Rein) on 30 mimute standby to reinforce Compeny C
on order. :

e. Coordinstin~ Instructions

(1) 511 attnehuonts effeotive 281500H Decbb
(2) 411 personnel wear helmets =nd upper bociy ATIOT »

(3) Comply with refarence (b).

(4) D-Day 29 December 1966

(5) L-Hour OT30H
(6) LZ Prep Fires L-25 min to L-5 nin,

(7) Termination of oper:tion on order of €0, lstBn, Sthor.

4, ADMINISTR-TION LD LUGISTICS
a» Ceorry 3 MCI per indivudual
b, Carry Bi a,mtuniti‘or‘a
¢« CGarry Rope for sfrexn crossing :

5. COMMAND 40D COMMUNI GATICHS AND WLiCTRUNICS

ar Comuend
a. Hourly progress rcports

b, Spot reports as cccurring.
2
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b. % " < - i

(1) Bffcet radio silenec until H-Hour.

(2) Soe reference (e).

BY COMMAMND OF MaJOR HILGLRTNER

P’
- i

Ay

iy
/,(/‘jf/ ¥ cefeed
D8  PLCKETY
Major, Us 8. Marine Corps

. Excoutive Cfficer

ANNEX

,— Operation Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: TthMnr (2)
5thMar szg
Co C 1
1lthtlar (1)
1stingBn (1)
3rdBn, 5thMar (1)
File (1)
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Major, U. S. Marine Corps
Zxecutive Officer
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