
 

_..,.,J4, 

From: 
To: 
Via; 

Subj: 

Ref; 

DECLASSIFIED 

j • 
1 s -c J& 0 '0 5'111; ~', :1::, ,8': 

1st ha:cil ""., ~"c L t)i.8::'n~ >;F 
]\J?0, i.Jan .b'r:.~dsco 96602 

Commanding Ufficer 
COmm8ndant of the Marine Corps (Code A03D) 

1
1) Commanding Ufficer, 5th i'iarines 
2),. Commanding General, 1st Narine Division 
3) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific 

Command', C~onology for period IDec66 To 3lDec66 
, , 

NCO 5750.2 
Fl'iFPAC0 5750.8 

Encl: (1) ~st Battalion, 5th ~lari..l1ea Command Chronology 

3/RJA/dah 
5750 
007566 
IJan67 

1. In accordance with .the provisions of references (a) end (b), enclosure 
(1) is submitted. ' 

'::::"~:1 

-, .j 
DOwNGRnDED J~T 3 YEAR IfiiT..:ilRV ALS 
DECLASSIFI@ uTili 12 Y&&5 
DUD. D. R. 5200.10 

Q 
,< 

" ',~ 

~, 

'5TH MAR S&C FILES 

OO/4:-~2 

I Cry~~y NltqO,': 10 ' 1 
j r ®~~~Ul.~~uW~\E®.J 

l 

L-

DECLASSIFIED 



. , 

, 

DECLASSIFIED 

.. 

•
r .. -, 

Hi!:1illI~UA,.1'l'ili3 

1st Battalion, 5th lliarines 
1st Narine Division (Rein) FhF 

FPO, San Franoisoo 96602 

OOI!JbAi.'ID G'.ciR0.NOLOGY 
1 December 1966 to 31 December 1966. 

INDEX 

- ORGL.NIZ1 .. 'rI0NAL DAT1'.. 
- N .. :..HRil.'rIV'i.:.i SDlyJivLillY 

5750 
lJan67 

PAR.'r I 
P~T II 
PART III 
PllIi.t' IV 

- SE:~U.~frLJ., 1IS'I'lNG 0F SIGNlFIGri.N'I' J!.V dim 
- SUPPuR'l'lNG DuC'U'b .. "id';:J 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

1 •. Designation 

1st Battalion, '5th' }ilarines 

2. Location 

1-31 December 1966: 'E5.al ;54 CHU. LA! aVN 

3. Stafr Officers ' 

Commanding Officer 

Executive Officel;' 

S-1-

S-2 

S-3 e 
e 

S-4 

CO, R&D Company 

CO, Company A. 

CO, Company B 

CO, Compmy C 

DECLASSIFIED 

Commander 

Maj. l? L. HILG..ffiTNER 

Maj .F .L. HIL,(},,'>R'l'lfER 

Maj: ...13 • S. PI CKl!."TT 

(~"';21bec66) 

1'18;j.. Ii. J. AlGER 

'" 28Dec-3U>ec66), 

2ndLt G. L .• GORTON 

lstLt 'W. F. 'GILLILAND 

Maj.'R~ J. JiLG:ER' 

(1-2'(Dec66) 

1i'laj 0 W. C. W~~JtREN, JR. 

(28-3lDec66) 

Capt. G. J. S1REMLOW 

;Capi.F., }I.. IG~UF~ 

tl-4Dec66} 

Capt:. Ivl. B •. Di:RLnm 

t5-3toec66) 

Cap't. 'E. 'M. LITZ 

Capt. M. B. DARLING 

(1-4Dec66) 
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co, Company D 

4. l~verage Monthly Strength 

USMC .. · 

OFF' ENt· 

33 1053· 

USN 

Ql! EN!. 

3· 59 

1-.2 

...... 
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(··.~ec66) 

lstLt G. J. DiSTEF~um 

(5-8Dec66) ... 

·Capt • R. J. (1ill\V ELL' . 

(9-3lDeo66) 

·Ca.pt. J. J.. C~"lRTY· 
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The most significant op.eration cono.uc-beo. during December 1966 by this 
.Battalion was Operation SUTTlilR. During the planning phase the possibility 
of coordinated attacks involving USlYIC and :l.R.VN forces was CQnsidered,Ju). 
planning was conducted within a frame"Tork of coordination and cooperation. 
Tho oporation 'was terminated prior to the execution arany coordinated attacks 
wi th ~N forces. " 

Due to terrain barriers encount'ered throughout Operation SUTTER; it .was 
necessary to employ radio relay to maintain contin.uous comnnmications. between 
command echelons. One squad (Rein) provided security for the radio relay. 
This technique was subsequently employed for tbrcescparate company size 
operations conducted in tho R~l.OR west of the Battalion 'r .. ~OR during December. 
Tho positioning of tho relay team was varied periodically to preclude 
establishment of a pattern. -

A significant result .of Operation SUTTER WaS tho reported rallying of 
oightCHIEtJ HOIs to GVN officials at LY TIN and Tiill ICY district hcadquexters. 
Information was received that theso OHI:G'U HOls rallied as a direct result 
of Marine activity during Operation SUTTBR. 

Throughout tho month of December continuous efforts were m:1de to improve 
and expand the Combined i~ction Compn.ny (C~~C) within tho Battalion's .Tlt.OR. 
Closer coordination -wi th the LY TIN District Chief and Sonior UeS. Advisor 
r.esul ted in the forIIlUl2.tion of en improved and morc comprehensive training 
progt:'aDl for the GilC units p0s:j,tioned on tho Islands of leY H~ and KY XUJa.N. 
Additionally, on 12 December 1966, cleven Popular Forco (PF) personnel 
moved into the combat base with two USMO Combined ~ction Squads on the 
Island of KY HO..... . 

On 15 DccQtlber 1966 tho Commanding Officer, 1st Battalion, 5th :tvlarines 
conducted a personnel inspoctio~ at tho KX HO~ c~mbat base end found the 
Popular l!'orco porsonnGl who were intogratod with tho Mnrines woll prepared 
for the ihspection. 

Two s.8par[~te Company (Rein) size search and cleaT op~rations were 
conducted on the island of KY XUJ~'if (BT 488103) during Decembcr. In eaoh 
operation the Commander of Company B had cperationo,l control of all 
Popular Force units employod. ~.l1:ihoughcon:tact was not illC'.do in either 
operation, the combined planning effert, cOJporation and officient execution 
reflocted a stop forward in thc festoring of a c()opcre.tivG rolstLnship 
between Popult~ Forces and USMC. 

Efforts toward expansion of tho Combined ~ction COI:lpany (Ci~C) program 
cmtinued during December. Tho USNC Cadre of tho proposod ~C consisting 
of one officcr7 49 enlistod Harinos e.nd ono Corpsman was formed on 16 
December. UpCJl1 2.cti'V"s.ticn it wa.s planned that the .Ci~C be composed '-Jf f",ur 
USHc¥Popular Force (PF) integrated platoons. During tho last two weaks of 
December, the UShC Cadre of the C~C oomplotGd a ten Q.a;j training cycle. In 
additbn to tactics, Genoral :t-'lilitary Subjects and Weapons 1raining, the 
syllabus included. irrd;:'ctrin,:ttbn loctures by U .s. ~dvisors on tho Popular 
Forces Program. The requested expansion of tho TJ.oR up;m which the pr~p\)sed 
Ct.C was contingent was approved ;:m 30 December 1966. On 31 DecombGr 1966 
an advance party :.:,f the (1~C was positbnodwith a Popular Ferce platc;)n at 
the proposed CAG oc·mbat base. ' 
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Thr~ughout tho mcntl1 of DOG'11::b8l' ;~, 
improvo thesocuri ty :.:.i:c.::tlJbst 'b.: ~<r·s ',:' 

ware relocated for bcd;.tor c 3,-~:'::' ~~.( 

underwent,c:.;ntinuous iI¥pr""t~rtlGL"" ~" 
messhall, CQmrnand ,attentibn \0[£18 ciovcto~'_ 

of billeting spaces. 

:"Cl.D,',L .. r.:; (;JIL .. rt has beon ma.de to 
... ~' , ;-;:"8 }:<ftt...-l ~on 'l!!i.UR. Forces 

f~!)i. :::. . y .,.~ ',:'-€'.stlITO cf each position 
. ~':',1 » '" l' c(;nstruction of a now 

G~) ECCCS.3 ~'Ji:ld repair Md renovation 

Continued emphasis Was placed on Givil ~..rfaixs activities .iuring 
December. Rice captured on Opcrc,tion SUiJ:Thli:l was delivered to tho LY TIN 
District Chief,for .distribution to rofugocs. Within tho T,,-'OR, lumber was 
provided: for' the construction of an additional r:,>om to a school he-use and 
two pig cooporo.tives ware organized. Medical Civic i.ction patrols triiated 
1530 civilians and administered 535 plague innoculations and. small pox 
vaccine. tions. 

Psychological Warfare operations were conducted to the maximum extent 
feasible in conjunction with each opor~tion executed by this Battalion or 
units thereof during December. The omployment of Kit Carson Teams and 
U. S. llXmy HE Psychological Warfare Teams incbnjunction with cQmllany size 
OllGr2.tLns Provided tho ,command' with excellent back~olilld for use in 
planning future opcratiGns in order to exploit more fully thoir techniques 
and capabili ties.,. 
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2. Q,12115H Ocimpan.Y C MarineQn bunkiFir wCctch (J3'l' 397145) shot lUW-S0lf in left 
·foot with his riflG.. \tIes tWll. ~Q 1st. HodicaJ. ]8,.tt~io!l 2Dec66 •.. 1nf'Jrmal. 
IWestil!;ati:)J;l; was- OVl'ldue1;ett. . 

3 .. 

4· 
5. 

6,. 

~G.~6 Op~lil.tion SUTTJa ~I.iti.m;tea lJJJ Bnh~ QlN,er 1"2-66, (;R.efer~;;; Te.b .1~) 

3D~bOp.ex:e.tion SUTTm contim:!.eci lJ.IW. ;Bo. ~ag Order 12-66~ (Rufer to Ct::ab 1..) 

4]}ec66 Operation Sjm~ .oont:ir.\'uea 'i.i..V .Bnk~ OrCl,er 12-66. (Refffi' t.e Tab A) 

5Doc66 OpQr':l.tic;n StfTTllt eontJ.nu.ed ¥Vl .lh F.t-~:Qra.cr 12.;...66. (Refer t.;; Ta.b 1) 

_ 7. 0522,OR Comp~y B £ire tea$ P.Q~;:el} ~~ (l3T 4291}8) c"bsq'vod a. b;:a t 
- with;.mt lights. ~trCl1. l:'~ested. nluni!n~ti.on. ~nr.co r.(.)u,nd.s :;;f 81mm m;:;:da.L' 

illumi!lc>.ti;.;n fiJ:'cd.. 2!JrQr" 'PVt~ .aCCq~j!n~ ~a~+1Il..oresont to investigato. 
PF's gave; ChMc..$oI:ii."t ~t. ~~a ~at1·l i$'l'~'" lpts went ex,:und __ thor side 
an1 brGught b::Jat in"to S~(I ~ ~~·Gh..<:m.®& '110'&... VCS ;fcrwarded to Battaliun 

~ 5.-2. 

s. 061815H op«!:'a.tiott ~,~ ~'tf ~it;h~~~ "Z--'~~nate~. (Ref~r tc Tab -4: 

~. 061830H CGnipany P::Ct7P;~~~-et~~,~~t4 ~,no;rthw~tcrn area of tho fua.OR. 

_ 10. 070825H C~ n ~ mi~<~~~~ ~iW'~ t'~ r .. qnds snilJOX fire 
from a r~~ 01: ~50 _~~~. ~¢ ~ ~~. ~ (»1' 295l36). .oirtill.e:il',;1 

.. missic'n -r'a@e:st.~ af1>i, ~~'!l vitb..~o$ (J;~~" ~ ~ ,~chod wtth in-

... cf,lnclusi.va resUlt\\h . . . .. 

A 11, ... 071304lt,.cQ~MY D S&U .. ni:as:ion ;~ltt' ~~J41~ ~~~·;S~Sir·cll$ng t'.~:'9t; va nur!3es 
_ pacR' Ulcl eqt'fl.pment W~El> ..fq~ c>;t~i.st_ ~;t WQ .~~, two plastic p::mches 

and one bag pulyerized poanntli~ <~tt~~~~$._, two bandages, one vail 
probably methylate, ,on~po11,o~ .q,g ;;c,,i~ ~ ~.l..~t- -m.'tiJ;l asso:r:tQfi, ~0~on~ ;and 
pictures. All. c~~~ qp~*. t~w~i ;~~ h-tt~~S-2,., 

<t"... m'\ 6' 'eo '"l!:>1"l'rf ~; U"". ~ . 'ji,<:':"'"" 'it:", .I't., "")1., __ """" 'b. ~ ~I""ac '1:¥~' ~~~~1lt~'*" ,~, .i!f;r.;~ ~i;! $~"J\.""\!l,.,.)j!f~~ ~;Q'a. ~t . .a.),\&\ t 

13. tIDcc66 ~~ .c{ .. ) at~~)i4.,lJa~~j"~~os 

14. Oe0925n~.r1t, .~: id~~{~~U~ ~~~9~ Qna ves as he . 
attempted t") :nce eut. ;e~ .~ ~t.. tAc....,g~~,·~,~~ "o$3XGd -w be a 
VO situation ~GP~:r:t was i'<m~ ~~ .. ~ ~.~ f~d~a ~9th 1fT. 

15. 8Dec66 Co~~y D.Q~UnQ.~ ~~·i(J.~ ~ tJi~ n~w~ -at'oa& 'if" -the R •• OR. 

16. 0909i5H Com:D~ D.;Mw.: :¢$~·t. ~.('1 •. ~ ~~wn ~ b~oby trap. 
Booby ir1:i1tf belfE!\l~ t~ ~.~ ._~ ~~,~ ~a in 
hodger;)w ,la.~ a}1~-t.~ .~~_ ,. ,.'. 'lI¢.t~ ti)1p ",~' attached. 
Sustaincrl saven \fI..!.'s.. ~ee ~~ .' eVaouat~ .. _tc 1st Neclic21 " 

Battalion EJ.t 091~5lL ~f\r'~n I' ~~1J1·lr"·iiitliD·1 
. ".,y\ . \W ~~~os'tnt.tt cnlYJ 

}-:l .~-----=~--I. 
",r:.~. . ,," .... --".~- I I 2 
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( .• 'f t150 17. 091615H Ccmp~'l.y 1) S&D mission co:r-,1 .. :':"1 ··~~1r,2J r0co~'l/ed a'pprcx~ma ,;) Y 
r",unds small arms firo from E.ln cst~ . :,,' .. '~.,;.I" YC approximatGly 300 
meters aWB3 at (BT 300141). Ret.: ... ' ,=- ,. .. 'j 1.'(.n3.8 N-79, 200 rounds 
small arms fire and f..;·ur rOULcZ d':··. > '~Intact e.!lei fled. in a. 
s;:;uthwcstarly dir.c.;cti-.:m. i,roe. so<.'.:;.' ::. , .• ~ ..... ':; ,nc~~_u:'::'-.;l. r8sul ts. 

18. i01200H Compan;y D( -) r0turmxl to Battalion Combat Baso fr()ID operations in the 
northwestern area .cf tho Rl.oR. 

19. 111200H Company D(-) OEeON 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines. 

20. 111}OOH Company B fire team security patrol 5B16, located threo tunnels~ 
First tunnel at co(;rd (BT 429137) was. 4 feet by 4 f(lct by 4 feot, and constructed 
of w00d anel brick. Sec;cnd tunnel at co~rd (BT 4261'34) was 3 feet by 4 feet by . 
8. £~et and c::mstructed c! wood and br.ick. Third tunnol at co,-rd (BT 430143) was 
4 f.-;ct by 4 fect by 5 fGot e.nd constructed of wo:.:doAl1 throo tunnols were 
soarched, n~,thing Was.£u.\llld. Nona of the tunnels indicated rocent signs of e 
vc use. iU~ wore 1estr~-yed. 

21. 111.330H 3rd PlatJon, Co D OPCON 7th ·Mc'1.l'inos. 

22 •. ·12Dec66 El.oven PF's m:Jvod into c.;mbat bMe at hill 12 (m '477143) for 
integration with the' ~~C units positiuned at that location. 

23. 131100H Company C( -) returned from OPCliN 3rJ Ba,ttalion, 5th Marinvs. 

24. 131915H 3rd Platoon Company D returned from OPCON 7th M9.rin<>s ~ 

25. 142145H Cc~pany B s~uad security patrol, 5312 (BT 483138) spotted boat 
withcut lights vicinity (13T 482137).. BClat chillenged. Eea t continued to mo:ve 
away frl,m. patrol in a/ southeasterly diroction. Patrol requGsted illumination." 
Four rounds 8lmm'mortar illumination fired. Beat continued. to move away. ' Patrcl 
fired 50 rounds 'smaV arms fire with BJ.R at boat. Boat moved out of range •. ,'. ·.e 
29 •. ' 142150H .lllatoon c~mbat base, Company:a (BT 487103) roooivecl approximately 
40 rounds. small. armS fire 'from vicinity (BT 493103) a range of approximately 
600 meters. Ilelioycd weapon to bo a Bil,Bi. Two tracer rounds hit friendly' . 
dofensivo bunker. No fire roturnod. 1~ chock was. Iilc;'1,do to d.et arminG if ther·c 
was any rela.tionship betwoen 142145H spot report and. this incident. Loca.tion 
of perimoter bunker am directions of incoming rouncls in1ioatcd rio rolc:..tion. 
CGmpany B fire team security patrvl, 5139 el.crtod. tc chock the area •. Company B 
a<JU,a.d S&D pi:l.trol, c0n1ucted search fr.:.m (BT 495095) to (m: 488109) from 
lS0600H until 151200H with inconclusive rosul ts. . '. .' 

27. l42325H CoIPPElllY B s~ua;l (Rein) S&D patr;.:l, c;:m,duotod search of area from 
BT 405152 t~ BT 395162 fr· .. ID l41900H to 142325H (Ref 7tri Iviarincs ropc,rt 14l5201:1' 
to lstEn, 5thHar). Results inconc~usive. . 

28.. 15Oe066 No c:.mtact throughout the dEiJ'. 

29 •.. ;J,.62050H Collil)any B Combined ,{~ction firetoam patrol, coord (B.T 498094) 

,;' 

spotted boat and called boattc shorG.. Boat soarched with negative: results. ~~ 
soc"nd. b:Jat·was spotted at coord (BT 5.00095) moving northward. Boat waS . 
chall.enge.d but c;)ntip,uGd m;)vemG~t.:. Patrolfire.rl appr(.,ximatcly )00 rounds ~mall. 
arras firo at bOat. b;;;at m.,vcd out of rengo. rlluminf1t1on r . . ted. Nino r;.;unds 
105IIl!Il illumination fired and area searched 50 motors int.) . . . "lisive 
re~u1ts. One VC WI~ probablo. . 

w.,r ';1." 3.-2 
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• ~~[Q) ] it """ ".. :' .. <; ·"m'.>W 
. 30.. 172245H Comp2illY .rJ 11rQ toam8r~CUJ:'Fc;y l'at,,"''L c:c'::rd (13 i

:[. 488139) cbs0rVe1 several, 
boats vicinity co~-rd. (TIT 4851:36}t'h-7~Lr C' ""'0-:" ~ ;\':)I'ti> wcrrtc challenged. Beats 
ignored challenge -and c;.;ntinuCir'~ ;'::;'IJ' ."" , . ~ ~'irea approximately 
30 rounds small. arns fire. ~:'8ti ;0'";1,~' C ~lit: Eoats moved out of 
range! Ono' VC' 'KLa. prcbablc. 

31. 181000lI cO'.Jr1 (BT 39914S) C~i!J.~1e..r..y B lJp.:cine; shGt 'iJiotnamese. girl in stc:mach 
with .45c8.1 IJistcl ~ Girl was IIloi):icaJ.ly c~racuatG:', nt lS1022H t:; 1st Medical 
Battalion. InvestigatLm we.s c~;nrluct(yl. 

32. 181800H Company C Platoon S&ill patrol coori (IlT 403125) apprehended tbrOG 
VCS. Ono VCS had pictures of CHIOJIVl and US weapbils. Within his huuse wore 
papGI'S \t.'i th US rank structures. YCJ3 wore forwr-:.rclod to natt;:uion S-2, intcrr;)gated 
ani releasacl. 

a. 33. 19Dec66 r1odicaJ. Cl.Vl.C action Ia tr~:;l vaccinated ahel innoculated 535 
.. Yiotnamose civilians at KY c~m villago (BT 418124). 

34. 19Dec66 CGmp8.l1Y 3( -) c·.::ndu:ctod a search Mel cloDX' operation on the islEcll:l , . .::f e KY XU .. ..N (IlT 425150) fr;.>m 190800 until 191330H. 

35. 200230H C:.;m;>any a platoon p atr ,)1 baseco;:,rd. (BT 403113) received. appruxi.matoly 
125 rounds sffie.ll arms an:l automati'cwea;;J::ms fire fr:.JIi1 an ostimatEd c1ist'1IlCC of 
250 to 300 meters from an eastarlylire~ticn. va appoaro<l to be firing at ?F O:P 
at accrd (3T 416123) at tho sarno time. Compe.ny Cplato~n returned 50 round.s. 
ill'tillery illumillE,ti~;n mission roquGst,xl. F,)1lr 105mm illumination rounds firad. 
VC firing coas01. ~O8, sGGr'che(l at first light vii th inconclusiv0 rasul ts. 

36·. 211800H Ccmpc~ny :3 squad. security patrol 5El15 C:.Jord (DT 431168) apprehended 
one V'C3 withincorroct idontii'ica.tion. YCS 'llTaS taken t.) 2nd Flatoon Company B 
c'~mbat base Mel questioned ·by :'PF'!3 who indicated ho was a VCS. VCS forwarderl 
te, BattalLn 3-20-

e 37. 221300~I. Tho BattalL .. n enterjlainoti appr(JXiiilately 850 Vietnameso .a.d.ults and 
childron at KY CP.JJ<n village c0;Jr·:l (:aT 417124). Tho Village Chief opened tho . 

A fostivi tics by introducing tho Commancling Offioer 1 who in turn dolivered a briof 
.. intorprotatiDn of Cbristmas in the United 3te,tos anel why.waoricans celebrate this 

occasion. Following a presentation of gifts by tho CoIllHal1'iing Officer, . to the 
Village; Mel Hamlet Chioff?J~hi;ertainmentwas prOVided, consisting of· a ;tal~hOVt 
four movies and ct~.rcling by a local: Vietri2J,-lQSO Gll'l's choir. Scho;.;l kits, 
CCOki0S Mel' soft drinks were givon t.:":1 all c.hilc1.rol'l in attencLancQ via the elders. 
The Vietnamese allPOBrod grateful PJlcl enthusiastic thruu.ghout tho party. ~ decoratod 
tree with electric lights cddo(l to the festive occasiCln. 

38. 241104H Coropel1Y l:l squf1cl security ratrclg coccrd (BT 439160) locatorl c,no 155mm 
H.E. round., (not bo,:by trapped) along trail. krea \'r",.s cloared. of all pGI's:mnol and 
round. was dostroyocl. " -

40. ·26Doc66 Company C (acin) cGncLuctcrJ. operation liW 3n Frag Order 15-66. 
(Refer to Tab B), . 

41. 26Dec66 C0m.p2-:ny .3 (-) conductod a wno day S&C op~ration on the island. of KY 
XU~~ (DT488103) • 

.; .... '~ 
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42 •. 26~030H Company C ! mission coord (:'''1' )".]07)) rccfad approximatoly 200 .. ,,' 
rounds automatic 'VTeap::ms fire fr~m <",,:1 ')~";~' IO:'~: "Ie c:)orcl (13T 352075) , 
approximately 200 meters e,"19,-;:0 e ' .. ' ":~il:;atcly 200 round.s small 
arms fire, six J:.1-79 r()unc~s ~;'Xr:, r,,: ',', ,. ,';::,)a sGarched. with 
inconclusive results. 

4}. 2612l0H Company e S&J.) missbn c(nr'.'~ (:S'l' 352081) aftGr chocking hut, receivgd 
one r:>unr+ small arms fire from sniper in ['>11 unobsorv?d locati:m, sustaining one 
USHC Wl.i~ who was modically evacuated. to 1st HGuica1 lk:ttalion. i..rea se9..!.'ched, 
and two unco:)perativc ves males both approximately 50 years old, without I.D. 
cards wero approhcndd.. One VCS was slm:;st blind: ancl Was reloased aftill' 
interrogatL'l1:. Other ves 'Was fc·rwart'led to B-,ttalion 5-2 and later to 9th ITT. 
Possible VC 'training site was located in same area. Equipment found. includod 
batterios, rope, shc:vols, target &iJ,houettes, knives, first aid dressings, small 
quantity of medic;1,l SUppliClS, onCl cantoen and small m-IDS ammunitbn in diffGront 
stages of dis2.Ssembly. i!:cpipment forwardod. to .0,,-!;tc...lion B-2. Interrogation of e 
vill2..gcrs revealed that throe VC left area within the hour with one VC Wll. 

44. 26l800H C00pany C s&D mission coord (BT 261503) approhended. ono V(J;j fGmale. .. 
Inter}JrGter bolioved she knew location of VC hospite~ but would nGt discloso • 
location. ves was forwardod. to 13atteliQn S-2, an:1 later to 9th ITT. 

45~ 261800H Company C S&D lllissi8n c('l:rc1 (BT 399079) whilo m~ving oastward, tho 
pcint"observcd tWG VGwoaring black PJ's 2nd ce.rrying weapons InGving west on trail 
approximately 200 to 300 moters aw~. PQint ilIlDodiatoly tOjk cover and allowed 
VO to DOVe: closer, VC f;1LNd off trail into s.tream bod.' va appe.rently did net 
observe point. VC ap;'JGaI'Gd t·:) be establishing an 8..mbusho Point fired apprcximate~ 
ly 30 rounds snall P.xms firo, V C returned: :.lna round small arms firo and fled 
south .. ' Point iIllElediate1y pursuocl 2nd e.pprehendod one vec. Other ve escaped. The 
foll;jwing was cD.pturecl fr.Jl!l VeC:raincoat, U.S. Carbine, three 'Carbine magazines, 
cartrBge belt, poncho, hamElOck, one M-26 Grenad.e A1ld. onG covor. vee was forward-
GeL to Battalion 5-2 ana later to 9th ITT. ~ 
46. ~2215HCompany C returned to Battalion Combat Base. Operation lAW Bn hag .. 
Order,--15:66 terminated. , ... :, ,'," , ; .. 
47. 27Dec66 Company-A. returned opSCm lstBn, 5thlfiaX from Chu Lai Defense Command. 

48. 27Dec66 c,:,mpa.ny C areoN Ohu 1ai Defensc: Commend. 

49. '282l24H 2nd. Plake,Jn C::,·mpany B ccmbat b'~se c;)2rd (13T 436161) requestecl medical 
evacuation (If PF who went into a C,)Illa. :NGdical oV'acuation helicopter receiveci 

. a1?rr"ximately six reunas small arms fire fr':,m snipGr e.t cO'0rrl (BT 451151) ~ ·lifo 
flXe was roturnod. C;)mi?any B firo team socurity p:l.trol was dllGcte·i to Ea.trol 
earlior than soheduled and search area. frcm which sniper fire originatede',~ Patrol 
se~ched area fr:.:f1 282l30H to 28235lHfrom cocri (l3T 436161) to coord (lJT 456151) 
with incjnclusivo rosults.· , 

50. 282310H Company D squad. ambush SU5 cO::Jrd. (3T 397118) hoard movement to their 
left rear and requested illumination niasion. ~NO rounds l05mm i11uminatiJn fired 
with inc;,.:nolusiVG resul ta. 

e 

5~., 29Q01 ?H Compa.ny B fire team SGcurity patrol 5Bl9 co:)ri (:aT 449149) approhended 
S1x ves, fl.ve men and ono w()man. JU1 looked suspicic.'us and were approhund.crl on . 
advic9 :Jf intcrl1retor. Hamlet Chief of BOA XUAN statec1. tha~ they were suspects. 
VCS were fcrwpxdod to I3attalicn S-2. 
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52. 290820HCCll:!1pQ,n~' :~, .COnlr.tiCDQ,02t :Ii' 1 ":te.' ~:.,~ 
Tab C) 

53~ 290840H C~'Llp8nY .i.l:. Si'd.l I!1~~88l~j~1 .. , ' .. ".ttoi:1RcicOn OJ:' Copartner 
cO:.Jr1 (m 345063) observ.:;d eight '10 ',Iitre h'::"L;s arr:l :;:,c.cl;B CST 352071) trav.Jling 
in a rlUrthly direction. Artillery mission requosteCl p,.nd 32 rc;)unds HE fircdwith 
gu;:<l target cover2,gc. Estimate tvlO VG :KIA pr:Jbi-:.1Jlo ahel: sixVC WL .. probablCl. ....rea 
was n0t searchocl due to d.istance. 

54. 29l015H Com:)8nY 1. S&l) missioncoor('. (3T 374056) re:c;orted Racon. OJ? COI!arther 
coc·rd. (DT 345063) observed. eight va with riflGs ancl packs (ill' 362068) moving :in 
OrlOn ina northwost directL,n within (JompGnY A's area of opere.tien. 1..rtillory 
missiDn rcquestecl. Twelve r.)unds Hi!l f.irc:i with oxcellent target ccverage. . 
G;:LlP9.ny A searcho''!. arca fr:;m 29l0l5H to 291310H coord (3T 362068) to (BT 360070) e with inc~nclusiye rosults. Racon cstimat.ed eight VC KIA probablo. 

55. 291911H Comp'lIlY 1. radiG rela;y team in conjunction with Battalion FrE~.g Circler e 16-66 ruturnocl to Hill 54· 

56. 29l930ll Platoc)fi Cor::mandor 3rcl Platoon Comp::my B at plato·~.n combat base coord. 
(BT 488103) was informod at 1930H by Cii.C unit 1 cader that approximately :JJ PF's 
had left cz.~mbat baso. i'F's wore schodulod te) acc:)ID)a.ll.Y USNC patrol activities latc:r. 

. in tho evening. Plato.n Leac1orc~:ntact8("! tho PF unit leader, Mr. CIftJ\.C ana asked 
him to have PF's .roturn t::J tho c::'mbat base. rrho PF unit 1 ea1er replied no. The 
PI at~,:m Ccmm.anC\.or then roported tho inoi::lont t,:; tho Commanding Officer, Comp:: ny 
B. While tho I:'l["tJ'=,n CCmID3Jlc'lor wc,s reIFTting the incident to the Commanding 
Officer 7 Ccmpany .3, tho l)F unit leactor left tho e'cIDbat be,soo Further investigation 
revoaled that tho EFI shad heon drinking in tho hamlet during thE) afterno.n and 
woro in tho harillet.. ThQ Q.UAlW 'l'n$ Province U.S. Advisor, was notified and 
initiate::!. 8,...'1 immocliato investigation by 1Y TIN District U. S. l~dvis::;r. 3rd 

A platoon OolllpmJ;y 3 was in~tructed. tc romain lIlithin thGir cc,mbat baso and maintain 
.. 75% alert status. . . . 

57. 292215H Compnny 11. (Roin), ·'r·eturned to BattaJ.ion Combat Base. Operations lAW .e En FragOrder 1-6.-66 terminated. (Refer to Tab c) 

5$. 292330HThe LY TIN Ilistrict Chiof, U. S • ..@.dvisor EUFl Et1.d.iticnall'F l s arrived 
on tho islw,1 of ICY XU.::..N tc) investigate il1.ci,::'ont. 

59. 3001QOH LY TIN District U. S • .I.;.dvisor infonlod. tho C(;IIlDk.1.l1ding Officer, 1st 
Battalion, 5th lViDrinas that thE:: pr'-lbh;m was :~nG cf over control by both EFt".: 
and USMC units. 

60. 301500H In roferenco tc spot r'Jport 291930H a c::mforenco vlith tho QUilNG TIN . 
.i::'rDvince U. S. ~.clvisQr, 1Y TIN District U. S. ~.1.visor, Province and J..Iistrict Chiefs 
and CommeJlding Officer, 1st Battalion, 5th r'hrinos W2.S c:;ncluctoc1.. It was 
ascortained that PF's ha~l boon 0..rinking as a result of. thoir disponctonce over tho 
fossibility of being rodosigne.terl a RogLmal Forco unit. Tho inciclont was 
complicatod by tho absence of an interproter. i~s a rosult of thG conference the 
inciCl.cnt Was smoothGd ever. Mr£1llgomcnts WClI'O fJ,-:..:'::'o f:r en intorprotor ane. evory 
means possibloare boing oxrbro'.1 by this Battalion to rontinu8 fostering amic".blo 
VTcrking rolationships botw(oonMarines rurl Popular F~)rce uni tao 

" ~:.', , 
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~~~ tOH~stcning r-8' (p ···'fe." j (~cn) at co~r1 (m 393142~; 
waS moving from tho 13c:"ttc,.li::m em·,-) _. : -~:l:· Xl:; ?::t I'ositi;Jn when they . 
recoivccl three rouncls sme.T:_ rrrr.;,·>. <-'iroction at a ran'go 
of abqut 10.0 moters c;:::;r,:l (.::.:,',r ~~911 ~ ... ; .. ,_ '.' J ::'nc::l. a minor flesh wOWld 
in. t;he l~ft leg (medice.l eV8,cu?ti::-,jJ. \,-,~",. " _'" 'J.L,ir(;:.). o";nonw rotmds were n~t .' . 
f~ed'in rapid succassic-n an~: were well airr,oclo Estirr:.nted. cno va sniper. Vc 
broke c:.;ntact. Likoly r:::uto of withrlrawal Vias in a vlostorly direction. Listen:'" 
ing post reported. inci:'i..cmt b C::·mpany C0I!lI:1811fcor aIle"_ requested instructionso 
Ccmpany D Commander (iirected.listcning post to return to the Combat Base with 

WI.!>.. Upon return to tho Cumbat Base tho listening pest was assigned a replacemont 
and roturned to assignod location by adifferont rmte. Upon debrief of the 
listening post it was learned that the 11' returnod thr0e rounds small arms firo. 
Fire team patrolt' Ccmpany Dc6nductod a. searcn from 010600H until 010730H from 
coord, (liT 390140) to cc,rd (BT 397145). Uno USMC p~mcho was found. 

6~. 311915H 1st Battalion, 5th Marinos perimetor '\cfonsivc position co.rd e 
(BT 39714 7)rccoivcd cno round s_maJ.il ~ms fire_..fr.QlJl' a rang'eoL about ,300 meters at 
c~jord (ET '395150). Round. land.od in'rico paddie ab~u t 20 foet in front :)f bunker. 
No fire w.as returned. 'e 

\. 
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-Tab 3 - 1st llattalion, 5th Marinos F.ragO 15-66 

..... Tab C - 1st 3attalion, 5th 1\1c:xinos Frag \.I 16'-66 
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FIRSl~ ElNDOR3lil"lENT'()n .. Oa..,t~J~n, 5th.Jiar-'Ur 3/JN3/ dah over 3480 Ser 0014-66 
of 11 Dec 66 -"-

1!'rom~ 

TI): 
Comr.landing Officer, Sev8!lth Har::.nes 

Yia: 
Comrnc....YJ.din~: \.~eneI'a~.1 "1 st r~arine r:::,'ision (Rein) .i.'NF 
COfIl.me.ncling Gen2Ta::') If ask f'.JI'C 8 X'''?f{r 

Subjg Ccm"bat Operat:'on ilfter Action P.9:port; Operation "8U·PJ12P." 

1. ReadCl.ressed e.,.'ld f::>rwa-cded. 

2. As the resc.~-':. of 9, plannL21g conference held. at the d:'xth.lIRVlif itegimente.l 
Headquarters in 'l'.aH Iff on :- D'::'Gember, 8. silla].l .'-iaiscn grc:p from the ;3eventh 
NarilCe Regimer:1; was co-2..oc8.ted. :Ln the fie~q" vl~.'~l the iJecond MfJiif Division CP 
for the dUl'ati.on 0: Pl:ase II, ():;>eration i;lUTl', .. ,il., :its purpose '..vas tc effect 
the l:;.",j.soL an<i fir3 s1J.:f?ort ccorJ:'r..ation nec.e88E . .rybe-'n'e~:m ';;ha t'dO forces 
Olx::lra-';ir,€ i:1 contig;.;o';:.s a1.'eas~ thereby reli8v~-r,-g- tl1S :'owT,i tted. "J::;l\'~C battalion 
commanc.6,!' cf [mer. ~esr.0nsib::'..L, ty.' 1\'0 pI'::.b.:, ::-ns lfe::,e in.'~L~:.:'red., 

3. Des}?9.. te· tt,e persistence of th8 most unfs'J("n:f),b1e of we",-i'.heJ' conditions, 
Op9rat~L2V:_ ~1J:rTE?. :i. d cO::::.i.ric.G.recl -to ll.a-;rG b ee!"l }~ig~l·ty S1..1GC essf~,"Lio i:}18 corwsnts 
a110. .t"e0;)f:w;r-:loa.atio;:"",-' c0::!.ta,l:1ed ::.n ::-3,8:.',,; r8i::o.:ct he.~re 1.Jeen I ev:ieHed .').'>1"1 ·this 
lieadauar-i,sl's COECU:"'S in t~:em, 

4. The ;'o2.1owing COITl.me.ats concerning harassinG e.nCl. interc.ictory (l:-I&I) fires 
ref'errer1 -+-0 ~ n ",vbu8.l',"g"-'a-"" s 6~ ( ,. \.-1", "" d. ; ~ ': ~n'p c,nr: s~ C "' .... 8,.1 "'Grt~ nent 

__ .1. l-' ...... ..... - __ . '-" ~I...L ,t:J.I. -'. I I " . I ~...... , _ .... ,' - ~ "- ,,-,..."_. --.... ,\..- .t -. -._ - .. 

Just p~'?ior to:, at1.d 8.g~in Q1.":.rirlg -ti" ... e ::rperati:::>'l:J Sf~-,"PCe reE:trictions arid limit; 
tiona "er'3 iUlj:0seJ. 'bj' higher a'J.tho'::'i. ty ':on aic ;~t'<;-::: i>.1:,;8? bote in ta."C'get 
s e1 eci:':i.rn ana O:.I:limni t:i.on 8x-penc.::..-c').:::'es _ 1.:3.6,::. t~cC.:12.::, :i.1L~\)x·m6.tion and ins tI".lctions 
cone er·.ni:~g tr:8,; a .l~'08tri.Gt~_0l"':.~j Dint ~.:....r.:lt tat,iO!1~~ 1: 9.. ... ~e '::H~8il re::.ei ·v·ec~. r~l1eJ" 

shOi.:.lcj, :;:,~(3-:; l'<.lde 2ny fuL-.:..:ce :::"lj. s'';cn.G.8rs::a''ld.:~ng c· n ",;1-,.(, :)n.:c!:; of '~h8 infarl.°;;1.'Y batta.­
lior_s and. '-~h9ir 8'.lPP·:; rti~-:g c..~L .. t:~.:.; .. e:cty ·'_L~1j.tS ,1 

:)IS'lRIBlJTION : 

QG, 1st NarDiv 
CG, Ta.sk J.i'orce X ....... '1£y 
S / .A9 2..YJ.d' ,1ill\iNDi~v <""_. ~ ,~- ;, 
CO)' ¥_I\G-36 ' 
CO ,li"G-l? 

CO: ~h N~' ';. 'll 

15 
15 
2 
2 
i 

t~. 7f~~;--.J' ,'. '~ .. 
'" wg .i~If, \ ''''-. 

=*,82Z-"l.AJPf#1~ \/1 " 
S&CFILES ~ 

HEAL QU}',RTERS . \ 
1ST MARINE DIVISION FMF 

o a 

/1'J,;2 

DECLASSIFIED 



co, 
CO, 
CD~ 
OJ, 
aO$ 
CO, 
C,)~ 

C0 1 

1 st F.ll.G 
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1st SF En. 
1 i?t Thlfl_' En 
Rq}3n ? 'lst MarDiv 
2nrl. :Bn9 11"':;11 Marines 
1 st B;ls 5th jvla:::'ines 
31:c't Jb~ 5tn ·:·I3.:cj,nes 
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~: iEOrJ 

lfr:All.~U ;.;.l i.n.: ,.; 
1st Batta.'.j.on, 

'. ' " <,Xi) ~,1LF 1st liiari.ne .:';;7J8. 

FPO, S8l1 ::h· 9660~ 

1 
" 

3/JNB/dah 
3480.· , 
0.074-66 
llDco66 

From~ Commanding Officer 
To: Co!llIllallding Officer, 7th Marines 

Subj: Combat Operation After Action Report; Operation SUTTER 

Ref: (a) 1st Battalion, 5th Marine$ F:;'t;tgO 12~9 /. : ... ~:. 
. 1:,. - c.u5~· -;.J . ' , . , .,., ". ;",' 

;.(b) 7t·h;1\'1a.r- 'w' es' :Fr' ,i,nO '7.2·· ... 66·}:,i',;'·,!:~.>t'(· ... : ,,".; "'.,'}':"';" c, .. : •. ,' 

(0 DivO 3480.1 . "'i"';":;' '. 
(d) Maps:.VietnamAl"iS Series L 7014 (l:~o,.odo), '~Eihqets 6739 IV 

Tra Bong, 66391 T,ien Phuoc '. . 'j . .. ' . 
. '. ! • .....,. 

.. .,\ ; 
.. , , 

., 
• • ~ • ; .• !," ,;.# 

Enel: (ll OpcFati~ms OVerl~':b-l"'" .. 1 .' g .:g~:'~;i~~:~.:t: ~~~ay ..... :.~ .. ,~·:.·:~ ", t. 

;i'; (4') Operations Overlay D+2 
(5) Operations OvcrlCW D+3 

, (6) Operations Overlay D+4 
(7) Op~rations Overlay D+5 

1.. Code Name and Type of Operation. Operation SUTTER (Soarch and Dostroy). 

\ ' 

2. ' ;De_tes of Opa'ation. Phase I 
Phase II 

1~3 December 1966 
4-6 Decomber 1966 

3. Location. In the RAOR to tho west of 1st Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR, 
Ly Tin end Tarn Ky sector, Quang Tin Province, RVNi on map sheets, AJ:flS SeriEls 
L7014 (1:50,000), Sheets 6739 IV Tra Bong, 6639 I Tien Phoue. 

4. Command Readquarters. 

a. Pfk'l,sG I 

00 I 1st Battalion, 5th Harines b'Iaj. Po L? EILGJiliTHBR 
00, Comp;my C, 1st Battaliont 5th Marinos ., .. Capto M., llo,lJAI,lLING 
CO, COmpany D 1 1st 'Batt~~liont5th M8..rirlGS _ Q£,!,p~.,'J eJ,,, .(}, ... lTY 
CO, Cumpany K, 1st 13att':.lion, 5th JViru:'ines Capt" R.£.}la..'ESCO 
CO, Company A, 1st Roconnaissanc<;l Battelion . Ce·12:t.E. J. OONNELLY, Jr. 

b .•. Phase II 

CO, 1st Batta1ion',5th Marinos' "' 
CO, Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th Marinos 
CO, Company D, 1st Battalion, 5th Narinos 
00, Comp~y iL, 1st Rcconnaissa.rl:C:o Battalion 

, 
, .. ~ ~ ~ ....... TAil-A 

DECLASSIFIED 

Naj. P. 1. ID.LGArtTI'fBR 
Capt. M. B. DJiliLING 
Capt. J. J. CM'rY 
Capt. E. J. coNl~my, Jll 
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at ion. 

Is t Battalion; 5th Marinos (-)(Eoin) 
Ir&6 Company (-) 

. Det; Cgopany-. (-), 1st Recon En 
Det, Company a, 1st SP En 
Dett Company D, 1st IlngrBn 
Det, Btry D, 2ndDn, IlthMar 
Dot, ARVN Interpreter 'I'm 
Dot~ 9th ITT, TI1F 
Dot, 7th Corom En 
Det, Headquarters Batta.lion, lstMe.xDiv· 

Dat, -1st SCCiut Dog Plt 
Det, ISO' . 
Dot, AU Unit 

2nd En - R in 1st Fa() . 11 th Maxines 
Btry D(- , 2ndBn, 1st F.acs, llth}'l.;-:r 
Prov J3try, 4tliBn, 1st F.lltl, lltbMar 

Compmy a (Rein) 
Company C 
Det, H&S 00 

D et, COIilCl l'1 t 
Det, Mod P1t 
3rd FU 'I'm, Slmm Mortnr PIt 
F.b.C Tm 

Dot, .a,RVN lnt erpreterTni . 
Sqd (-) 00 D, 1st BhgrBn . 
FO Tro, Btry D, 2ndBn, IlthMar 
Det, Co 0, 1st SF En 

. Comp?.ny D (Rein) 
Comp".ny D 
Det, H&SCo 

Det, Comm PIt 
Dot, Ned PIt 
4th FO 'I'm, 8Imm Mortar PIt 
F.i).CTm 

Dot, ilRVll Interpreter Tm 
Sqd (-), Co B, 1st Iihgr3n 
Dot, 1st Sentry Dog .P1t 
Fe. 'I'm, Btry D, 2ndBn, 11 thNar 
liet,. CoC, 1st S1' En 

• 
Me.j. P. L. HILGARTNliR 

Lt Col C1iliV .ilH. 

Capt~ 1<1. B. D~{LlNG 

Capt. J. J.. OOTY 

ComIimny .. K(-)(Rgin) 3rd Dattalion. Sthrvlarincs Capt. a. E. 1'Ul.R~OO 
Det, H&S Co, 3rdBn, 5thMar 

Det, Comm nt 
Det, Med Plt 

FO TIn, 13try F, 2nd.i3n, IlthMar 

1st .neconnaissanc.e Datttllion 
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'~e' 'npn~'"' ,,' UlfUL,· 
'~, ,Os-S ~'·"C"r. ."') 
~ ,1 • .1.l ... ' .... _J. __ _ 

,.,' . 

Dot, Comr.' i'l t 
Det,. Ned Pit ~ 

8iIIJi;l Mortar H t (-) GySgt •. J .• W. LlSEN3Y 

6. ~pportinp; .UO.L1S 

(1) Helicopter SuP.J?ort. Operation SUTTfoJR. com.nle~c0d on 1 Docemb.::r 
1966. 0l1lJ-Day two airore.ft carriod ~es.upplios to (DT 3~OllO). On lJ+l.>· 

' .. one -HU-ll!Jlandodat <!ioorClinates (3T332105) wi. th Computation "6" and 
received. five rounds sniper fire. HU-U: extract;Jd .coIJputation "6 11 and pro­
coaded to (TIT 340100) to evacuate a sick Scout }jog. TYlo UH-34,' s picking up 
medical evaouation~ at (BT ~~~t)09), roceived. two rcunds, sniper firo from 
cO(lrdinates (DT 349090). Un:iJ+2 twoUII-'34 helicopters extracted,.emo:rgency 
medical C'lacua'!iions from (J3Ir 34(077). On D+3 two UH-:}~ aircraft 's,huttled 
65 trooper :and'logistical supp::. ... os from Battalion LS .... to (m' 312094),. Four 
s:oparatc trips were:; mado Withouten.9llly.::b:arre..ssmant. On }j+4 two UH-34's 
carried resuppliesfr·_·m 13e,ttalion. LS~Jto (BT 490085). Two separate trips 
wero mado.il'he helicopters r·occ':i,v.ccl 20 roun.C':s of sniper fiXo fr:)m vicinity 
(DT 285090). ' uri D+5 two UH-34 1 sextractccl an .emergency USMO'I!ledical eva.cua­
tion frot:! (DT 290085) receivi4g,'30 rounds sniper fire fr~)m vicinity (BT 
285090) aiLd (BT 290100).' On;{j)+~ ono IlU-lD arrived at (nT 290085) ~ th 
Computation 1f5~'and rocd'red~four rc.unds sniper firo fr:>m (BT 285092). Un 
D+5 two. 00-34 19, oxtractO,d 1;000 pounds of rioe from coordinates (BT 290085). 
The flight received 30 rounds slilall e.rIllS firo from vicinity (DT 285091). 
On D+5 f:;ur CE-46 holic;)l:tors affecting Qxtrf',ction :~'f the Cc·inne.nd Grpup 
and Cl)mrany' Cgt c'oordine,tos(liT 29310.4) recuiv.oc1 five rounds sniper' fire. 
Two HU-IE's flYing OOl7er for tho, extractbn firod 30 r()1.IDds 7~62 in area 
to suppress sniper f:ire. 

(2) Fixed Wing. Five TPQ, - 10 missions wero flown on 1)+4 and. .1.1+5 
on enemy te..rgots as follows: 

. TIT 258088 
TIT 263082 

. '1J'f 265084 
l}lr 270078 
'13T' 274()81 

Ordn2l1ce ibcponded 

5-Dolta-l's 
~5 - Delta - lIS 
6 - :u e1 ta - I' s 
6 - 1) 01 ta - l' s 
9 - :Dolta - lIs 

(3) General. He1ico~.ter sUP1,'!rt ~as excellent. The landing z~ne 
, ::;n D+4 Md iI+5 a.t o·x;rdin8.tes (DT 290065) was n::-it secure fre'ill sniper fire • 

. How8Vor, it was tho ~:nly LZ available. This LZ WftS loce.ted 50 met;.;rs fr,m 
a wHo unf;:>rdable river', and. invn;ri<1bly llclicortCU's received enomy sniper 
fire fr~.ill the o'pposi to Sf-de. 1 .. roqu0st ims L100e tel extract 1000 )}o1.IDds of 
rice fr·~;m thislocatiJn. When tho holicopterbcgan to extrroct the rice , it 
was une.blo to ID(;V0 for seVeral minutes' cltm tC) oncl'.lY fire from across the 

r~V":.~lnin~t:~ werOCIUPIOY:d:O assist in pravid~ ~ . .ouro. ',)no. 

. . .I;.~G.Li 3 . 
. '~~~'''''----.;:-lL ____ _ 
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b. ArtilleE'{ 

(1) ~til~:ry Suppor .. t.' Crol:'e.tion 'SUTTER ini tia.J..4r oonsisted 
of Battery D, 2nd Battalion, 11th Harines 'in direct support d~ing D-1, 
D-Davr and D+l. On J)+l, Batter,v L, 4th Eattalion, 11th Marines booame 
the direct support hattsr,r for the Battalion. During tho operation1 
artillery support pxovided firos for observed missions and H&I missions. 
A detailed breakar~..f.n follows: 

(a.) On D+l, an obs.erved missicn was ~alled on eight VC snipors 
vioini ty (ET :'0251.03) firing on Company C.. Nine rounds were fired by 
Battery L. 7ne covorage was good and the sniper fire ceased. 

/ (b) On D+2, Commotion, a Re6ennaissanoo OP, fired on eight 
VC walkirLg south on trail at coordinates (BT 345074). ROUl1ds were on ~ 
target,however, no posi tiveobsorvatiol'l. 'was made due to the heavy 
vEge./;'1.j..;iono ' 

, ( c) On D+3 ~ the Forward Observer wi th Oompany C fired en eight e 
VC IBnipers ooordinates (BT 351076). Twent,y-five rounds were fired by 
B2~ttery D with excellent coverage of target area as the enemy firo oeased. 

, . !d) On D+4, e. Compafly C patrol was hit l:r,y sniper fire from 
:' coordinates' (BT 28q104). Four'rounds were requested, and subsequently 

fired by Battery,L, 4!ll. However, snipers had broken contact ,8nd with­
drs'rn prior to mission being fired. Recan OP Bitteridge fired on twent,y­
eie.;ht VC mvv:ing through the wocdline cOQrdinates (BT 259081). Sixteen 
r01:mds \'tere firGd by 155 Guns (ntry L) with excellent coveragc of the 
a.T oe.. No posi ti va surveillance available 'due to 'heavy vegetation. 
A:..:'prcximatoly an hour later, Recan OF Bitteridge cal.led So fire t1issicn 
on thirty va moving through coordinates (BT 261087). Twent">J rounds were 
:t;i:red by 155 Guns. The mission had excellent target coverago with an 
ostimatod twenty possible va KIAs. This samo concentration was firod 
again on 10 VO moving in the open. Eattery L fired fourteen rounas 
resulting in one confirmed VC KIA. 

(e) On D+5, three rounds were fired byJ3a.ttery L eo 
possible one~ mortar position at ooordinates (DT 286Q87). Tho rounds 
were on target, however, reacticn time was very slow. A mission was 
also fired for a patrol from Ccmp~ a that was under sniper firo at 
coordinates (BT 294072). Six rounds were f1reCl. by Battery L, with good 
ooverage. Sniper fire ceased. a total of five rounds wero fired Qy 
Battery L on snipers firing at helicopters as they attompted to land 
at tho Dattalion's pcsition cocrdinates (BT 29.'1004). Good coverago wo.,s 
a.chieved resulting in elimination of enemy sniper fire. 

(f) During the oreration apprOximately 50 H&I conoontrQtions 
were fired at points of enemy contact and enemy escap/) routes. Approx­
imately 150 rounds of 105 and 155 were fired on those concentrations. 
On D+4, B&I's were reduced to a minimum due to the regimental requirements 
for positive targets and physical surveillance for H&I fires. It was not 
possible to conduct a surveillance of the planned H&I concentrations 
because tho Battalion could not ford the Song Ba ~ River to get i 

tho t~,,~~,.,et car, ,c:~s,. oo~~,lID 
,~~ Pl~GE4 ~ ---- ~-.. ,-.'---" 
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d • (g) Listed bolow are tho appr;;>xim2.ta number of rounds. and type 
.of missions fir.ad: , . " .... 

H&I 
Observed missions 

1'50 Roul1t:i'liliI~ (105 & 155) . 
U5 Rounds ~".l,L«.'VT & W¥ 

. '.... ... (105 & 155) 

{h} In l:j~W.&aJ. t~e artillery SUl?port during the' operation '":~~ 
goOd.. The reconnB.is sanee Uls:arts accounted for some of the best art:L.L-"'cry 
observation. It is recoriuncn1od that thos.o inserts be used ih f'~tUJCe 
operations. A re-evalue.tion should be ffiaCl.e of the' H&I Illa.nninf; requirements 
levied. on a ground. unit. In most instances, hard. or fixed tnrgets are not 
ident:l,£ied or .1oqated and tho current requirement is not praotioe.l, and often 
not feasabl.e. 

e 7. Intelligence 

a. Estimate of VC strength, location, and disposition in.-the objective 
area. 

(1) Forces anticipated in the immediate objeotive area. 

UNIT LOCATION STRENGTH ·.IJ!ACTICALDISPOSITION -
CONFIRMED 

NONE 

PROBABLE 

14th VC Co. 
74th LF Co. 
706th Co. 
VC j)ist. HQ. 
Rice Storage 
VO Hospital 

BT 3211 
BT 2608 
BT 3310 
BT 3508 
BT 345080 
BT 342090 

50-100 Men' 
75-125 Men 
750125 Men 
Unknown, . 

Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown . 

(2) Throughout the month of November 1966, there have been several 
Chieu Hoi and agent reports of the 74th, 14th and 706th Looal Faroe Companies 
located in the MOR to the west of l.st Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR. On 22 
November 1966 a squad leader of the 74th Looal Force Cam~ defeoted to an 
AR~~ outpost and the leader of the Economic Cadre, Tsm.~ District,defeoted 
to the Tam NY District Headquarters. Initial intelligence information was 
i'u.rldshed to this unit from these Ralliers. . 

(3) Additional intelligence was· gained ~s ~ result of' an aerial 
reconnaissanoe mission 'with the Chieu Roils pointing out locations from 
the air of various VC positions and installations. . 

2 
dsa 
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• 
(4) The objectivo of tiw 0: -I;5.'m WD.S to f~:' and dostroy VO 

units in the area and exploi t :i.nfom·:;i()~" c')to.incd from the Chiou Hoi 
Ra.n.iers. 

b •. va Strength and Situation Ac.tually Found J~s Operation was Conducted. 

Throtiglwull the operation this unit was in light contact ",rith the '3nomy. 
These contacts were mainly with local force guerrillas; however, one Looal 
Force Company was in' the area, evidenced by the fact that this unit received 
one night probe characterized by 60mm mortar £:\.re, 3 rounds, and heavy small 
~s firo. ' 

c. va Units Idontified. None 

d. Significant Intelligence Gai~. 

(1) A. ~sychQlogiOfl.J.warfare center was discovered in the ·n,'cinity 
of coordinata3 tBT 341088). Approximately 5,000 prqp:g'3.lldaloaflots were 
captured. The t,ype of propaganda leaflets captured have navor boon soon 
in this area before. The te:x;t of these leaflets were printed on a press 
and not a stencil machine. 

(2) A VC'official was killed~ several doouments and mossage.s were 
on·his porson. The full impact of this infoxmE'..tion has not been.loarned 
at this t:j.me. 

(3) The objeotive areas ware being used by main force VC as ro­
'supply routes. 

(4) It is believed that the enemy fled across the Song BaIW River 
in :BT 2808. e 

(5) Tunnels and Caves. ~. small comple~oB capabloof holding 
three or four people were found. These were· loft unharmed as. they appeax- e 
ad to be individual family sholters. The entire psychological warfare . 
oomplex was destrqyed with approximately 50 pounds of C-4. 

e. Terrain 

(1) Critioal Terrain FQa.tures,~ 

Hill 410 
Hill 302 

BT ~880" 
BT 313109· 

(2) Obsorvation and Fields of Fire. The terrain in the area of 
oporation consisted primarily of ridge lines' wi th narrow paddies in the 
vaJ.leys. Most paddies werGin .ouhintion.· ·Ot'lsGrvatioilatid fields of' fire 
were limited due to me~ hills, ridge lines, de~~ vegetation and hedge 
rows. 

PAGE 6 
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One ma.jor o()stMle, was encountered ~ tho' Song 

(5) Ave~uas ot. Approach. Roads and trails in the area. e..re 
exoellent, m~ trails exist that do not appear on the map. 

8. Mission. To conduot searoh and destroy operations in the R1~OR area 
west of tho 1st Battalion, 5th Marines ~OR, in oonjunotion with forces 
fr~m the 6th Reg1m~nt, 2nd ARVN Division. " " 

,9.Ccncept of Operaticn, 
'. 

'" (1) l'hase i. On D-1 insert reocnnaissanco elements, 1st Reoonnaissanoco 
Battalion, by helicopter to conduct ground surveillance of southeastern 
portion of operations area, move one reinforcedriflo oompany (-) ovorland 
to establish blOOkin.f$ POSi.tion vicinity (BT 374051), 'move Ist.Battalion 
5th Marino a (-)(Rain) Command Group and two reinforcod rifle companies 
(-) overland to ricinity (BT 3281(9)(Soo enclosure (1) ); commencing :o..DSW, 
Comtnand Group 'and twe rifle' companies conduct search and destrQycperatioJ?-S 
in southeasterly directicn to vicinity (BT 351077). (Sea enclosures, (i), (3) 
and (4) ). ", . , '. . 

. (2) Phase II. On D+3 move two cOInpanicsa.nd Command Group by foot to 
Vioinit.y Objective 2 (BT'293103), and oonduot ooordinatedsearoh and 
destroy operations in a. westerly and southwesterly diroction in conjunotion 
with 6~h iUiVN Regiment. Insert reocnnaissanco element onEill 396, ooordinate 
(:aT 238086) to conduct ground reoonnaissance' in western portion of the 
operational area. (See enclos~es (5) and (6),). . 

10. Exeoution 

a. 1>-1, }O, Nov0Il!ber 1966 ".' 

, (1) 301500H Company' K t~) commenced movement by ,foot to vicinity 
(BT374051). , '. ""; , 

.. (2) 30l600H ,Recon OP (doIlUllotion)~~tab1ishad at coordinates (BT ". . 
,347065). '.. , ,,' " '. , ' . -"~ , 

(3) 301700H 1st Battalion, 5th ~inesComflland Group with CompalliY' 
a (-) and Ccmpany D (-) co~anced movement by foct to vicinity (BT 3281°9). 

b~D-D8lf, l~ecembor 196p 

(1) OlOlOOH Company ~ (-) establi~had night defensive posi tiona 
at ,(BT3160(51). , ,': ' . 

(2) 010300H Company C (-), and 'a COlJIIland Group'wi th Compa.I\Y D (_) 
ostablished night defonsi vo posi tiO.1S vioini ty (BT 333104) and (BT 340108) 
rQ.spectively. See Ene-losure (1), Operations (NGrla({~l. ' 

• '.,,! ... 
"::,f# : 

... r . " ... ~, .... ~ "." ~" 

t.. : 

' .. C' ," 
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~~~!OOH 5-BourPhaee I. Cam"_ C~ o_!-a sweep' 
,Ob3ecti ve tIC," !'rom vioini ty (BT 3331U ;. Comp~ D (-) and COlilIIlB.l'l:d Group 
in blocking position from (BT 33'115) tv l}3T 333110).' Comps,riy K (-) in 
blooking position from (BT 370051) to (n~ }8005l). ' 

:,' (4) OlOBOOH Re~on element (Cantilever) ~~teda.t (nT.389?34) 
to conduot eround surveillance of the soutilorn portion ot the ObJ8otl.Va 

,area. 

, '(5) Ol08l5H COmrany X squad S90u:ti:ty' patrol ont'ered hamlet 
vioinity (BT 375056)., Found one M-l rifle" one M3iU Sub-maohine gun, one 
oartridge bal t, one looal.ly manufactured ~ene.de, and. . Oli$ M--l ~e, pouoh 
oon~a.ining misoellaneous first aid equiIJlle:n.t in .'vacant house. Captuied 

:.' weapons end equipment forwarded to 1st Battalion" 5"m Marines 6-2., 

, , ,,(6) 010845H Compa.n;r C SGa:t'oh a..."ld destroy patrol vicinity _ 
" (BT.321110)'~eoeived28 to 30 rounds autcmatio weapons fi:re .frOm 

(BT 32-71,07)", a distance of 300 meters sou.thwest. Patrol returned three 
rounds M-79 an!i maneuvered to ,eliminate enemy sniper fire. Patrol, e 
sustained,. USMC WIA"a..Enemy fled to southWest. Artillery mission 
'caUe~ oIl coor.dinatas (DT 325105) ,wi thgocd 'ooverage on' target. Search-
ed area with incono1usive results. ' , ' 

, (7) O~9920I;l' Oompa.l\V C (-)s.eoured Objective "c", coor~atee 
(DT 3301l0). ' , ', ' , , " "', ' . . ~ . . 

(8) 0112.00H CompalV D, (-) departed framblookillg position and 
, ~ommenoed sW'e.ep toward Objective "D". " ' 

(9) O1l330H ejcmpany DComb~-t patrol spotted five VC wearing 
ble.ek pajamas and cartridge belts run; south from house at (n'T 337100). 
PatrOl initiated action firing ;0 rO\Ulds 7.62 and 1 round 11-79 at e 
distance of 150 meters. Patrol obse~ed fivo'VCfalling, however, , 
subsequent search of area revealed o~ one va who later died of wounds. 
F:mr va w:u ITobable.' Further searel" found ,one tunnel (25 ~, 5 by. 5 fect) e 
WJ. th one cartridge belt and ono ]1.;.26, grenade booby trappcdWJ. th tnp 
reloase device. Tunnel and booby tr~pped grenade destroyed. ~ soaroh 
of -;he house VC ran .from resulted in' tho 'captUre of the following" 
"'eapons and equipment: One Russian oarbine, two Frenoh oarbines, one 
cartridge belt. and ,30 rounds of 7 .. (2 B.1IlID.uni. tion. One femalo ves was 
apprehend~d in the houaeartd sent to Y.TT. 'Tho' captured weapons and, 
equipment 1I1ere forwarded to 1st 138,tta.l.ion; 5th Marines 8-2. ' 

(10) 0l1335H Compa.n;)T K dapartGd frem blockiDg position'vicinity 
(DT 375051) and commenced move to seout:e Objeotive "E"., ' 

, (ll) 011600H Com:pal\'f K secured Objeotive "E" at ooordinates 
(DT 367065) with negative enemy contact'. . 

, , . 

" (12) OllSOOH all units ~atabliEJhed night defensivo positions. 
Refer to Enclosu,;re (2;), Opera.tion Overlli!'~ l).;.Dqe " 

... ~ .. , •• J' 
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~ceop~ 1966 

,.>, • 
. .'~ , 

(1) ,020919H Recon Or:' (COT.1Ltulicn) locatod at (DT 345065) spotted 
three VO with wea.pons at (B'l' 352078 ) moving in eastern direction. OnG 
VO wora gray clothing ~d two woro dark clothing. No fire mis.si.Gn.calJ.- _ 
ad due to olose :proximitY of friendly troops. . '-

. . 

(2) 02l00onC.ompanyD squad oombatpatrol at (DT" 340096) found 
six VO ~earing blaok'pajamas in harbor site eatingohow. When ve 
attemptadtorun, patrol fired 25 rounds 7.62,and <m8,1''''79 round ~Gsulting 
in fiva VO KIA and one VO' WIli. PrObable. Patrol oapbrGd one M-l French 
oarbmo,.one pa.ek and misoellaneous doouments, all f~ded to 1st 
Battalion, 5th Marine~ 8-2. 

(.3) 021145H Oompany 0 patrol a.t (BT 339089) received 100 rounds 
emall arms fire and two rifle grenades from (DT )41099). ~c company 
returned 300 rounds 7.62, 10 rounds M-79, a.nd - .. 
10 rounds 6Ommmortar as enemy fled to the southeast. Search of area 
subsequently uncovored a VO psyohologioaloperations oenter with 5000 
pro]?aga;nda leaflets, appealing directly to lunericans,: I<l>1C and. ARVN. .Also 
discovered were mila,di tams of olothing, three steel bear traps, twc 
carb~ne magazines, 'weapons cleaning-gear and one document pertaining 
to a VO Farmers l~sociation, dated 18 October 1966. Results of fire 
fight' 4 USMO WIll, medically evacuated to 1st Medical Battalion. 

(4) 021200R C'ompany K at vioinity (BT 367065):released to return 
OPCON 3rd Battalion, 5th Marinos. 

(5) 021315H Recon OP (Commotion) at(BT 347065) spotted twelve 
VO wearingraincapos and short khati trcuBers. With rifles and packs at 
(BT 347075). The VCturned south off trail when: artille:ry mission was 
oalled.· . . . 

, (6) 021530H Compa.n;)T C pla.toon combat patrol d.isooVered a. hamlet 
of fifteen huts made of new matorials at (B~ 341087) two'tunnels (30 by 
5 by 5 feet) and newly dug bomb shelters surrounded by fighting holes. 
Patrol searohed the area and £ound misoellaneous documents, VO sohool 
books, and tax recoipts. Captured one vas who inr';4oate'd the :linInQdiate 
area 'Wes a VO Company OP and J3p.xracks looation. ves aant to ITT. 

" ... , 
(7) 02l730H All units esta.blished night defensivelloaitions. 

See Enolosure (3), Operation Overl8\)T D+l. ~ 

d~ D+2, 3 Decamber·1966. 

(1) 031000H Two ~Gls re~orted 02153.QH were destroyed. 

(2) 031100H H&S Company oombat patrol at (nT 343084).·disoovered 
two VO in brush adjacent to trail we:a.ring ahort grey trousers. ~cn VO 
tried to run, patrol fired. thre!) rounds 7.62 ammunition resulting in two . 
va KIA at a distance of 50,mctcrs. One .45 oal pistol, wi th ho.1s-tGrt ___ bel~ 
two magazines., and 14 rounds; of Bmnruni tion were fOUlld on one of the KIil.' s 
and forwarded to 1st Battalion, 5th ~ines 6-2. VC KIA wearing the 

,,:.tOl~~~l~e;:~ __ t~ po VO Offi:::·
9 

I [~ 
..... 'vr~J:I ·ti,~.t. .. 
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~1ll511 O ... pazV D combat pa.';""1 at (D!!! 342(64) f'ound"_ 
booby trapped M-79 rounds with a trigger housing group ot an M-l rifle 
used as a d~tonater. Dovby trap was destro,yed 1a place. 

. . . . 

, '(4) 031200H Company C oombat patrol at (DT 346081) reoeived one 
round of' an;iper f'ire from one VC' f'rom a distanoe of' 150 meters. Patrol 
returned five rounds 7.62 and pursued sniper. Patrol round heavy blood 
spots and cine la;rge pack at (DT 347079). One va WIA Probable. 

, , . . 

. , (5) O,1300H Canp~a 'oombatpatrol at ·eDT 348078) r~oe.ived 15 
rounds B~per fire from 6stimatodsiX va at a range of 200 meters. Patrol 
returned fire with ~O rounds 7.62_ 10' rounds 60mm mortar' and ca.ued 
artillery mission with good coverage on target. Patrol searched area with 
inoonclusive resul ta. One USMC WIlt medically evaouated to 1st JrJGdioal 
:Battalion. 

" (6) 031610H Recon OP (Commotion) spotted four VC moving down 
,trail. in pairs at (BT 349069). VC dressed in black s~ts, shorta 
tro1,lSers., ao:fthets and no shoes. Pa.trol initiated a.ction:]t.~a. d~~Qo~ e 
75 meters. resulting in three VC Klk:and dna VO WIk who diQd vf wounds 
at 040610H.Fatrol captured two CHICCMrifles; on~ . French ~-36, and 
one hand gren8de 61'· unknown type~·· Captured weapons·.f'orwarded to .. 1st 

. Roo onnais sanco 13a.ttalion 5-2. .. . 
.. . 

(7) 03170011 All tJlli·ts. oatablishad night positions a.t (13T 347077). 
Refer to Enalosure (4), Operation 'OverlaN, D+2. . , 

e. ·'D+3, 4 December ~966 

. (1) 040800B J3attcl.ion Command Group and Compa.ni~s C En Cl D. 
departQd night dei'ensiveposi tiona and. coinmencedmcvanientto Objeotive ~ 
2, Phase II. .. 

... 
. (2.) 040805H Recon OP tBltteridge) inserted by helioopter onto .A 

HilJ.396 ooordina. tee (:aT 238086).· .' . .' .... ., 

. (;) 04C83{)1I Reoc·n OP (Commotion) extracted by he1i~opter from 
cocrdinates {TIT 350C7 0 }.'. . . 

, (4)~041500li'ResuppIY and insertion of Battalion Reserve (two 
!)l~tocna) by helicorter completed at ooordinates (BT 312096) •. . . .. " 

(5) 04174511 Company C combat :patrol at (J3T 290104) received four 
rounds small arms fire f'rom three va in l!t.w3d. olothes :frem dist~.noe of 
400 mQtars.. Patrol returned fire with 20 rOllllCls 7.62 ~q. one round ~I"79. 
Searched area and apprehended one vas. vcs forwarded to 9th ITT • 

. (6) 041800H ObjoctivG 2' sooured.· 

'Rofer 
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(1) 05C430I( luI units ccr;];.DllCOcl movemont to Objective 3. 
I ;. 

(2) 050800H Objective 3 secured. 

(3 )C:50921' Patrol' at (B~;91103) received 40 rounds small arms 
sniper fire frem four VC vicinity (BT 287104). Patrol returned 50 
rounds 7.62 •. Calloda+tillery mission with geod coverage on targ~~. ve 
fled a.outhwest. Patrol searched. area with inconclusive results" 

(4) 05C940HCompally Cccmbat pa.trol a.t (BT 291081) spotte(!, t~GO 
VO on trail wearing black.pa.jama&~ One VC had a weapon. Patrol opened 
fire at 300 meters, firing 10 rounds 7.62., one round M-79. ve fled. south 
as the patrol gave ohase and captuzed one·female vee, one M-l rifl~, 
ene clip .·30 ·cal1be~ ammunition (eight rounds) and . one bag of rice •. 
vee forwarded to ITT and· oaptured weapons ~d equipm~t sent to . 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines W .', .", . -

(S) 050940H Recon OP (Bitteridge) on Hill 396 (BT 238086) spotted 
28 ve, all armed with wea.pons anU wa.ring blaOk p&jamaa p~ vast on 
trail at (BT 259081). Artillery mission called with good coverage on 
target area. VC'fled south into tree 1ine~ 

. . 
(6) 051C20H ReCOIl OF (Di tteridge) on· Hili' 396' spotted 30 VC" 

moving east on trail at (BT262086)~ Appeared' to be. same group as ·ill 
050940H report. Jartillery mission called. Again VC fled south into 
tree line. .i>.O ma.de surveillance on both targe1:;a.rea reporting incon­
clusive sightings •. mtimate 20 ve· KIA Possible. 

(7) OSl130H Company D 8qu~d socUrity :pa.t~ol at (13T 291084) • 
ap~rehonded eno VCS With know19dge of VC activit,r in the area. Found 
bamboo signalling device and' one ama.llbear trap in bis house. ves 
forwarded to ITT~ and captured equiPment forwardod to 1st Battalion, 
5th Marines 5-2. 

(8) 051245Il Company D oombat pa.trol attemptocl<tc ford Song Ea 
Kjy River at (BT 29(;087)~ Of the tour men who attempted to c~oss at 
this fording sito, only one Was successful. ~e current of the ri~er 
at this site WaS Qstimatod to be approximate~ 20 to 25 knots, avere~ 
depth 6 to 8 feed with sandy bottom prohibiting sure footing. k. Chieu 
Hoi who was familiar 'With tho area s,tated that this was the best 
fording site in the are~ and that the VO used boats. to oross the river. 
Patrol searched area ,but wereunabla to find.boats •. One M-14 
riflo and one M-14 magazme with 20 roUnds 7.62 ammuniti'cn ~1e:t'o lost· in 
the river. ' ," 

'''.'' 

(9 )051505HReauppfy nelico.pter at (BT291084l" received six to 
eight.rounds. small arms fire from ridBe line vicinity (BT 284087) • 
. RqJ;1ll:n9d. fo,¥, rounds 81mm mortar •. Unable to soarchdua:to river barrier • 
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i (10) 051600H Recon OP- (Bittc.< :;ge) at (:BT 238086) observed ten . 
VC running south from treeline into v':'L.G.ge at (BT 257084). VC wore 
black and, white pajSll!aS and CLU:ried pao~ and weapons. ' Artillery mission 
called with good ooverage on tar get. One V C KIA confirmed. 

(11) 051615)rRecon OP (Cantilever) extracted by helioopter from 
. vicinity (BT 3~8035). . ' 

'(12) 05l730H Ail ~:i.ts·established night pOSitio~ ~t(BT.29l064). 
Refer to Enclosure (6)',.Operati9ns Ovala\'f, D-+4. ',' , 

, (1;)051945,H YOlD,pa.ny C squad·secur.itypatroi" spotted thr,ee, VC 
'with weapons moving into river at (BT 295072).VC initiated 'actiori with 
'tenro,unds autC?~tiowoapons fire. Patrol'returned 80'rounds 7.62,a.nd a 
threw ~o M~26 grena4~s. into river. Patrol searched area but waS unable to • 
f:ind bodies. Three VCWIA,P.robab1e.. ApprehcridGd two V'CS in tho &rea who 
volunteered information an VC aotivity in the aroa. ITT released thO va ... 
suspects a!tet' 'interrogatiQl. .' , _ 

g. D+S, 6 Decanb,ar :1,966. 

(1}060230H H&S Compa.nY at' (m 291084) r'"jceived tbree r,oWlds of 
incoming 60mm mortar rounds and 40 rounds small arms fire from (M 287084) 
a distance of approximately 500, mete;rs. ~ Returned fir 9, with·three rounds 
8lmm mortar,tenrounds 7.62· and 'owed: artillery nu.ssiqn..Morter a.ttack 
resulted in three USMC WIA, not medically evacuatC3d.., ,". " 

'(2) 060700H Comp8!lY' C platOon'Comba.t patrol at' (!3T 29~076) r~ceived 
five rounds small armsfiIe 'from snipers at (IlT 292014), a range of 200 
met~s.. Patrol returned two 3.5 R,?ckl?t Launcher r.ounds ~hite phosphorous)., 
and: 100' rounds 7.62 ammunition. Artillery mis~ion .. oallled with good 
coverage of targeterea. Una.ble to search .duetorivat' l:!arrier. Action 
resulted in three' USMC WIA medically evacuated to 1st Medicall3attru ion. 

. . . .... ,. 

(3) 06l050H The oaretaker of the V iotnamose CathOlic Church at 
(BT 291084) requested USMO extract rice, oache contailfing a.bout 1000 pounds 
of rioe. ' ' , : . 

. .' (4). 06i500HCompany D COIIlmenced':movcmcnt:by. foot fro~: Objeotive 
3 (B'J:' '291084) out of the' 'Phase II ope;-s:tiOnal area' lAW Commanding Officer 
7th ,Marinos verbal order 051000 December ~966. 

..(5) 06l615H' Rj ce evacuation by hOlioopi~ completed with,a.pproximate­
ly 1000 pounds of rica (not of US.aIDaoUrcos)., extracted., During ev,e.cuation 

. helicopters at tST 291084) rcoeiv'ed 20 to 25 rounds' sniall BrlIlS firo 'from 
snipers across river vioini ty (l3T 288084). 'H&S Company security returned 
60 rounds 1.62, and oalled artillery m:ission. ,~a:trol wa,s unable to search 
dt:leto rivet' ,barrier.' h.ction res\l.lted"·in one"USMC WIA, not,IllI3dicall.Y evacuat-
ed. , ,", .. , ' , ' ' " , ,', ',,' ' , ' 
.', ,(6) 061700H Battalion COmriland Group and aompany'O 4l~~~ ~ilri-,Q.~~ 
~\traction .f:)! ooordina.tes (BT 291105).. :. 
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L~_--~1~(05€65:1~717H Company C .t LZ received approx_tely t~ round. -'.'1; 

sniper fire frt>m vicinity of (BT 295l "j,' L distance of 500 meters. Company 
C returned. 50 rounds 7.62 i, cliroctiort frjm i-lhich sniper fire came, Area 
not acarchO'i due to helioopter oxtr f.\Ct ion. i~ction reaul ted in one USMO 
WIA who was medically ev~cuated by helicopter to ~st,Mcdical Battalion. 
USJ.IIC was DOW upon err iv al , " " 

(8) 061150H Helicopter extraction of Comnand Group :a.nd Company 
C to Hill 54 (BT 397146) completed. 

,(9} 06l815H 9paraticn'SUTTER terminated on ar:dcr of Qomma.nding 
Officer, 7th Marines. 

11. Rosults 

a. Personnel 

(1) Enomy 

(a)' VC Iah 
Cb)' VO 'KIA (Possibie) 
(c) VC iJla (Probable) 
(d) VCC 
(0) ves 

,(2)' ~i~dly (USMC) 

Captut' ad ' . 

1~ , 
20 
9 
1 
4 

, , 

. ,.Ri'.fYe; M~l;;<',:'~:';'> ',<. " 2 '<Prbpe;ga.ri~!,\,Li3~fJts::" '~--.':" 
··~'Sub ... lIIachin:e ',:Gun,M3:Al::' ',,:, 1 Boar 'll:e.ps, Stoel' 

Car.b,ine" @ill ,36 ~ French.", 4" ,y c , S chq~l' Books 
" "R;i:fl!e,'CmCbM'.;'~: ,;,' '~,'2' vd TEi.xR deipt~'" 

• ,'j • , ... ,.., "",~." '." "', c 
~"',,' J:,';' : t1stol;'U .. S'.:, 'Ca1.45 ·1 Pistol Bolt 

Qar tridgo Belt 2 Pistol Hole tar 
l.:.; ;~::.1)e.6k 4 Magazines, .45 Ca.l. 

Box k.ssorted Documents 1 Magazines, Carbine·,' 
WeapohS:"C!eening Goar Ammuili ti on , 7.6'2 'rds 

, , ~edG~()thing ,Ammunition, .45 Cal. rds 
'," .- " Ammunition, .• 30' Cal. rds 

\ { 

" ' 

; , 

Rico (Non-US~) "p.ou4!.s 

,,' ... 'y •. 
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\ :,~~:,j l {: 

1· .... ' .", 

:1 ~~, • ~ .• : ... : . 

-J. 

\ 

Tunnel 25' X 5' X 5' --
Booby '!rapped Grene.de (Unk type) 
Ex:tensi'~e Tunn~l,.iirca and Psy.JJps Contee 
Hu ts, Small Barr 9-cks Typ 13 . 

Tunnels 30' ~ 5'. X 5'· . 
Grcmados (Unk type, locally fabricatea} , 

M-14 Rifle 
M-14 Magazine w/20 rounds 7.62 

c. S-ear ch of .Air, Sir ike 1;r eas .. 

2' 
1 
1-

15 ., 
",'2 

2 

1 
1 

. ~ , 

Tho five 'fllQ,-lO missions executed on D+4 and D+5 were not 
sCaI.'?hOd ?y ground farces due to tho river barr~er formed by the ~~ng ~a ) 
ICy Rner m BT 260fJ. (Reference p&'agraph S 6 .. a~2) iJ'ld 10.01' ... (10) a,b~vo • 

12. Administra.tion Ma.tter s 

a. SUIlP1y and Logistics. D-uring the, execution- o:f ~Operati'on SUTTER 
a local LSA. was established at the' Battalion Combat Base (BT 397145), and 
operated by a Helicopter Suppor t Team" fr,onl Company C, 1st Shor e Party 
Battalion. Tbrough employment of the EST's attachl?d to the ~its in the 
field, all rc)8upply requests'Wer'o' processed. .ox:t,theHST i,a.dio net,s from the 
operational £!Xea ;to the LS.A..' .This aided too"Battalion'in 'the' accomplishment A 
of the misF,ion, and no problems WOI:GeIlcounter'oo in 'processing or meeting • 
the demanc;"s from units in the field. Normcl. arms a.rici' equipment, plus a basic 
allowanoej of ammunition were carried by oomDittcd:u.nits. Resupply was 
effccte~ basad on reQuired replacements. 

o. Treatment of Casual ties 2 l!.vacuation and Hospitalization. Initial 
tr~a~ment of casualties was accomplished by the Battelion Surgeon and unit 
corpsman. Those individuals requiring evacuation woro processed through 
HSrr! charmels to 1st Modical,·Battalion. Despi to tho inclcmont weather that 
wQ;s characteristic duri.i1g the Opcration, all casual t;i.cs wore ovacuated at 
~he earliest time possible. 

c. Communications. The primary means of communication during 
Operation SUTTER WaS AN/PRO 25. This radio proved to be a very reliable 
except "Then hca~y cloud OOVers persisted or when mountainous terrain 
sepexated communicants. When these conditions existed, the Battalion 
relied on a manual radio relay located on Hill ~94 (BT 377lO2) to relay 
moas~O'Qs to higher Headquarters. Tho An/PRO 47 functioned poorly because . 

.. ,of. the .torNmtia.¥.".3.ins and h8avy cloud cover tha.t existed, throughout most 
\of\;the opar,ation."·~he ANj:i-'RC 41 performed in an outstanding manner through­
. out tho operation. lit no time did tho· Battalion fail to have a.d~q,uate 
;. communications to aid in controlling subordine,te units and in meeting the . -, , ...... -' .. 
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,B. 

requireJ)1ents, ostablishe:: by high;-Jr i' 
tiona ,'equipment vTas lJ.sod: 

',-7;f:]"3.· The following comrnunica-

2.7- lili 1m C 25 
. 3 AN/PRO 41 

i AN/ffi 0 47 . 

3- ;.ri~-l 

1 TlI.-3l2 

d.. M(j)diC?:\, 1Waoue.tion. The poor vTeathor condi tiona, -resul ting in an 
ovor-axposuro to water, caused minor medical difficulties., Immersion foot 
and looch bi"tos ware the major cau;;os of non-battle casualties. Through 
vigorous leadership and supervision this problem'did not preclude the. 

eBatta.1ionls execution of assigned miss'i6ns6 ," 

I}. Specie.l Equipment and. Techniques 

a.Four (4) s~out dogs ware included in the Task Organizations, arid 
al though theu employment had been procluctive on paat operations, their 
effectiveness OIL. Operation SUT'rER was marg:inal~ The constant over-exposure 
to water caused their foot pads to bacome tmder. Mditionally, leuch bitea 
were a cause of 'irritation and: infection. 

b. The Combat Photographer (ISO Team) encountered difficulty in keeping 
his equipment dry, theroby precluding utilization of this' asset to the 
maximum extent possible. 

14. Commander.ls: lmalys is 

a. Les.sons Learned. 

(1) The value of utilizing the assots of the Helicopter Support Teams 
for Shore Party Battalion Was vividly demonstrated during Operation SUTTER. 
Their control of resupply and medical evacuation requ.irements wero executed 
with dispatch and maximum efficiency. 

(2) During the monsoon s.easpn ropes arc' mandatory !:'.s part of the 
normal eq,uipment carried by ground units. Throughout tho ccncluct of Operation 
SUTTER this item of equipment we..s used ropeatedly to aid in crossing rivers 
and flooded rice fields. 

~ .. 

(3) In view of tho ene~ situation. local force and guerrilla elementa, 
the Battalion employed a saturation method cf cOlToring the operational area.. 
This disposition resulted in achieving greater flexibility, bGtter area 
coverage, and the denial of freedom of acticn for tho enemy. 

b. Psychological Warfar:e. ThO following' psyohological wexfare proj ects 
were executect. in conjunction with Operation SUTTER; 

(1) 40,000: Ohiou Hoi leaflets were dropPGd in the area of operation. 

(2) 40,000 leaflets offering monetary awards to persons who looate 
va mines, .. &Jjjoty traps for USMC personnel. 
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To date,. the psychological warfare efforts has resulted in six (6) Chiou 
Hoi Ralliers turning themselves in at J(" Ji i.l1 District HGadquarte:rs. 

c. The non-combatant populace 'Narc passive in their rela.tions with the 
battalion. An a.ttempt was made to affect relocation of refugees 'who might 
be inter-ested. in seeking se.nctuary~ However, it appears that all CNN 
sympa.thizers had previously left tho area, and only Viet Cong influen.ced 
inhabi tents remained. 

15. Reco1lllllenda tions. 

a.. That scout dog teams be employed On short patrol missions during the e 
monsoon season. 

b. That the intelligenca gained be exploited by future combat opera.tions e 
in the SUTTER ar ea.. 

_ .. 
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Ret & (e.) 1'L9.p WiN l.~50!lOOO? Sheet 61}9n of. Slilries 1. 10·14 

(,b) BnO ,,00.01 Rules of Engagement 

(c) BnO 2000olA. COmmunioat1ans SOP 

Time Zonel H 

10 SITUATION 

ao ~ Forgel 

(1) Stements of the ,A"'14th L;F COB An 100th LF 009 QP(~rate in the objective 
&'ea and ere armed with autolllatic weapOns omd have 60mm oorta:: capabUitY0 

Do Friendly Forces 

tl) 7th-~ines continues defense of assigned 'nwaR& 

(2) 3rdBniJ 5till'1a.11: def.ends within aBsigned TAl)R,. 

(3) Artiller..z 

(a.) 2nd:Bn ("')tl Ilthl'lar d1:;:ect support to 5th Marine!io 

(b). Elements of 4th.'&l t"')lJ 11 tbMar and 155 Guns:! gan.era..l. Bupport/ 
reinfO!:.' cina o e ~ 

(4) Air/) 1st NA.W pr(1IT1des helicopter and fixed wing iilu,pport ;;l,S l'eques·~edo. 

e Co Attachments i9d Detaqbm8nts 

(i) Det, 'fIq:Bn, lstNarDiv 

1,2) Det. '")E:qOo 5tbMaz' \ ..• 11/. , 

(.3) Det" lst:FhgBn 

(4) Det" ARVN Interpreter ':em 

(5) FO T~ :Btry D, 2rilBn$ 11thMil:r: 

(6) Det~ H&6 Co, istBn~ 5thMu 

(a) Det~ ~~d Plt 

(0) De1;, CoBm 1'1 t 

(0) TAaP 
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20 lilSSION 

To conduot search and destroy operation in the at'E!& of oJ~~'!.I."ati(~:~la" 

30 '. EXECUTION 

&0 regm of Op§'atioA 

bo Com:oav Q (ReiQ) 

(1). OOlDlDEKlcing at L-Bour on D-D" land in pred.esigna:~ad. LZ viciniv 
:sT 356071 and. conduct search' and destroy opera.tion with emph.ilfiis on looativ.g 
VO hospital, rice stora,se, and barbo.r: &lites viciniV CDQX'diJJ;).te;s B~; 3510111> 
349080. and 3580780 . 

e (2) Commance movement overland to 1m TAOR at U,;'9o 

e co l:l&S CompS't 

0,) Inset one Squad (Rein) manual radio relay at ooordinates BT ,83104 
~t I.,..Hol:o . 

(,1) Provide one platoon (R.e1n) on. 30 minute standby to. reim'oroe Compan;y 
o on ordEr. 

e 
e 

eo Oaord1-l'l!.t1Jlg lnstrugt,=on! 

(1) All a.t·tachments eff'ective 2Il800n De0660 

(,2) All pe1:osonnel wear helmets am upper body at'moro 

(3) Oomp17 With ret .. enoe (.b)o 

(,4.) D-Day ?.f .December 19660 

(5) L-Hour OnOR 

(6), LZ Prep Fires commence 1.-30 m:1nutea am oease LelO :m:i.nut;esI> 

(7) Term1Dntion of' op£ation on cxrd .. ot OOe laWn, ~;t~Iaro 

FOE. Qm~ImJU, USE OlU"Y 

2 
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&0 Carry; MC,'l per individual" 

bo Carry:sA. BiIIIllWli tio~ 

00 G~y Rope for str~&m ~OSBingo 

&" ,9sllml,.si 

(.l) Rmpor'iSe to the OOg lstBng 5tliMar will be made SJil follows ~ 

(~~ Hourly progress repQrtso 

-AUNEJ{& 

(b) Spot Reports as OCCl.irinq;" 

(1.) El£aot radio silGnce until H .... &ur" 

(2) See referenoe (0)0 

e ... Opera.tion CNarl~y 

DISTRIMION2 

DECLASSIFIED 

FOO: OJrflOIAL llBE ONI .. Y 

.~ 



DECLASSIFIED 

.. ,-
, '::.1 

, 
Refs .Nap RYN 15509000; ~ Series L1014\l Sheet 6739,I1{ 

Time Z0n83 Ii 

12. 

FOR om: (i18L USE O}~L Y 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

'-. -.. ----< .' .-~. 
FOROFFIOLI.L USE ONLY 

En ]!rag Order 16-66 

Ref: (8.) M:1D RVH 1:50,000 Shoot 6739rJ of Serios L7014 
(b) DnO 3300.1 Rules of BnpC;81::.ent 
(c) BnO 2000.11B Conmunic~tions SOP 

Tirte Zone ~ H 

1. S lTU~..TIOl'i 

u. Eneny Forces 

'lst Bnttc..lion, 5th Marine 
. COO LIJ. RVN 

29 December 1966 

. (1) .b.lenents of the 1o.-14th LF Co 2nd 706th LF Co operate in the objective _on. n.nd iJXG n.rned with Olltomatic weapons r,nd h;::,ve 60DD_ morto..r capl1bility. 

(1) 7th H2Xines continues defense ofC'-ssignc>d Tl~(;R. 

(2) 3rdBn, 5thl'fur Defends within QSsigned T~R. 

(3) J..rtill cry 

(8.) 2nd13n (-), llthNar direct support of 5th YU'.rines 

(b) DlGments of the 4thBn (-), 11thM~x 2nd 155 Guns generl1l support/ 
roinforcinG_ 

(4) idr_ 1st Y1iW provides helicopter 2.nd fixed winG support as requested 

(1) Dot, IIqBn, 1stME'l?Div 

(2) Det, HqCo, 5thMar 

(3) Dot, lsttingBTh 

(4), Det, .i..RVN.lnterprcter Tm 

( 5) PO Tn, Btry D, 2ndBnt 11 thliar 

(6) Dot, ID Pya \{orfr:rc 'I'D 

(7) Dot, H&s Co, latEn, 5t11~nr 

(a) Det, Ned Plt 

(b) Det, COBn Plt 

(c) T.A.Ci? 

TAB- c. 
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'FOR OFFICIA.L USb ONLY • • 2. MISSION 

To conduct soarch and dostroy Vc 

3. EXECUTI01T 

a. Concopt of Operojion 

b. Company C (Re~) 

(1) COBCcncing at L-Hour on D-Dey Innd in prcdesigni1ted LZ e.nd condu:: t 
SGm'ch and destroy operations in obj active €!XeD. to uncover possible va ammo cc.ches. 

(2) CooElcncc movement ovcr1£lJld. to En 'l!o.UB. at H+IO. 

c. H&S ComprolY 

. (1) Insert one Squad (Roin) ronue,1 radio ro1rJ r~t coordinc.tes BT 383104 e c. t L-Hqur. 

d. CbllpC.n;y- D 

(1) Provido ono platoon. (Rein) on 30 minu-ce str.ndby to roinforco Conpc.ny C 
on ord.er. 

e. Ooordin",tin:c Instructions 

(1) i.ll 2.ttc.,chmonts effeotive 281500H Dec66 

(2) 1:..:11 pGI'sonnel W08I' holElots end upper body arDor. 

(3) Comply with roforenoo (b). 

(4) D-DC1.y 29 December 1966 

(5) L~Hour 0730H 

(6) r..Z Prep Fires 1-25 oin to 1-5 nino 

(7) Terninn,tion of oper.:tion on order of 00, lotBn, 5thlk"Xo 

4. LDlYJINIS'rR.;~'rlmr i.J!lD LOGISTICS 

a. Ocxry 3 NCI per indivudua,l 

b. C8I'ry :at .. QL1.l!runition 

c. C,J,rry Rope for strom.). crossing 

a. OoLlDcnd 

a. Hourly progress reports 

b. Spot reports as ocourring. 
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(1) Mfcot radio silenoe until l{.-l"10LX. 

(2) Soe reference (0) .. 

.ANNEX; 

~- Operntion Overley 

D!S'rRIBUTION: 7thMr.r (2) 
5thMe.r (2) 
Co C (1) 
11 tlJ1l1;.;r (1) 
lstIiinr;Bn (1) 
3rdBn, 5thMc.x (1) 
File (1) 

BY COMI.vl.ll.m OF IWOR ElLGARTNm 
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Ex:8cutive Officer 
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