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NARRAGTIVS _SUMMARY

During the month of March 1957, the Battalion (~) terminated operation
"DESOTO/DECKHCUSE VIM that had commenced the latter part of February,
The Battalion (=) also participated in operation "TIPPECANOE", conducted
in the northwestern sector of the Battalion TAOR.

In addition to participating in the above code named operations, dhe
1st Battalion, 5th Marines executed seven (7) conpany search and destroy
operations lasting over a two to four day period. In conjunction w.th
Vietnemese assets, this Battalion participated in County Fair,5~d7 held in
KY DICH Village, BICH NGO {2) Syb-Hamlet.

Psychological warfare operations wsre continually waphasized throughout
the month., A total of 30,090 leaflets were hand distributed by small
units conducting patrols and combat operations. Adliticnally twelve
propezonda movies were shown and on six occassions *aped broadcests were
enploved, It is considered that the Kit Carson Scouis have teon effective
in contributing towards the ewtablishment of confidence in the Government
of Vietnam,.

An extensive reconnaissance effort was undorision wo fetvermira \

earliest feasibility for employment of trackpd vehicies in $hs morth and
western portions of the TiOR. The rivers have receded and sne ric? raddies
are drying and it is anticipated that mechenized patrols can be conducted

within the next thirty to sixty dayse.

Wire communications werce ins$alled from the Battalion Command Fost to the
{eombined Aetion Comnam[ Headguarters. Mils serwice has resulted in reducing
the adninistrative treffic previcusly-irsasmifted on tactical neis. :

The cmmp improvament propranm continued during the nmonth of March.
Significent work wes sccomplished on the existing roat mets and culverts,
Ingincer support was requested for conpleting tuzm azouwnd area to
facilitate traffic flow. woncrete dJecks/walk weys have been ingtalled in
the recreatinn hut and shower mmit facility.

Civil 4Lffairs activitics conducted during the month were highlishted Ly
MIDC. T 's. A tobal of 4650 Vietnamese received medical assistances ALdditionz’
self help projccte included expansion of the pig co—operative and provision
of material for the building of school desks and bonches for 100 children.
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An awards and promoticn cerco | s ccr? ¢ted during March. The
presentations wers made by Br""&L¢b1 General W, L, STILES, CG, Task Forece
X=Ray. One Silvor Star; onec Bronze Star and nire turple Hearts werc
awarded to Marines of this Battallon. 4dditionally, three Corporals
were promolted to Sergeavt by virtue of meritoriocus combatb achicvonente

The cumilative casueliics inflicted and sustainzd duxing the zonth
of March are reflactaed halows

Bncny Casvaltics:?
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SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIRICANT VENTS

l, Oll111CH Company D, 1s
5th Marinos) Squad qocw:
three rounds small arms i o fron che sniper a
300 moters in vicinlty coorc_-natos (BT 409111 soarch:m{, grca, patrel
roceived approximately 15 rounds small arms fire from vieinity coordinates
BT 411111 ), approximotcly 200 meters cast of patrcl location, {iper was

not obscrved. 4rca was scarched with negotbive rosulise

2, O01150CH CAC T, st Battalion, 5th Mardines Sguad Scourity Patrol 5CICL

ot coordinates (BT 338165 ) spotted three VO at cocrdinatos (BT 335162 )

approximatoly 500 motors from patrol dressed in black najamas and waaring
coolie hots, VO came cut of hrush ard cntored ricc prddy

3T,
ezzried & rifle, Upon rocing the pai~sl, the VO 4

One V0
cod and ran
southwestexrly dircotion back inte the brushe Pa tx:-.; Ziroed epprx
58 rounds small arms fkre and ohscrved onc VO fc 1 znh thon got
did not reoturn firec. 4rea wos searched and blo i where VO
Soarch was made for wonndoed VO with negotive rosvlis

3. O1i790H Compamy D, lst Battalion, 26th Marines | TFOLN
5th Morincs) Sgund qoc*r¢tf Patrol 26D1 at ccordinntos (BT

onc Victnomese female at o distance of 200 moters 't\ll‘;ninf/‘ in o =
direchion. Fatrol VhLu_Lcn god in Vietnomese .zcv* fomale fo haltb, ond o
female g0 into housce ot coordiaantes (B’" 424102 Ho rounds were firced &
patrol., Patrol apprchended fomalc at subjoet house. Vieotnamese femaic hadl
no I.Ds cord ond was ppruv*mato"" i8 yenrs of nge. Victnameso fomc,‘lo
appeorcd m,gna* suspicicus and was forwarded to lest Pastalion, 5th Mariunns
S=2 for intovrrogatione \?'_].bJCCu was vory wcocperative during imferreogniti
and cvasive in CNSWOTS to questions. Dotaincee was forwarded Ho Gta [IT

4» ©20130E C4C I Fire Tcam Scourity Patrol {504ACYH) in vieinity coordincics
(BT 438115)» PP momber of the patrol ‘r“imoc o, booby trappcd grenads wounding
onc PF. {’edicsl. - 2mawuadion rogucsted aad comp1 cted at 02025,-*0 & oscanch
ef the orca was madc from 02863CH to 020800% from coordinntes (BT 48310% )
to (BT 482116) Onn fomnlo detainoc abeut 35 years of o,go ond without o=
L.Ds cord wos av:;rrchcn\locmn vicinity of booby trap incident. Detainee was
q_ucstlonod by hamleod chicf end she rovealed location cof malc dotainoe who

as later apprchonded with no I.D. card. Hemlet Chicf belicved that he waza
dcsortcr from the Victnamose Marines, The two detaincos were not at anytims
undcr UsSe control and wore forwordod to IY TIN District Feadquarters for
proccssing.

5. ©@20905H C4C I Squad Sccurity Patrol (5CiCl) was at ccordinatos (BT 335160 )
when mamber of patrol closed the weapon aftor inscrbting round in chamber of
M-T9 Grcnade Lounchers, The weapon fired sccidentally and round cxpleded
approximately 10 metors sway wounding two USMC members of +the patrol. Heli~

copter transporting Poy Officer medically cvacuated wounded to lst Medicgl
Battalion ot 020950H, ZNOLOS 3.

o Fa
351 b
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6. 021645H Comparny D, 1st Battalion, :sh Marincs Fire Team Sccurity Patrol
(5D2) was ot coordinates {BT 4371 ) whon P2 trol <_,pprouched yeung Victnrmeso
malc drossck. in black shorts and Teghirt. Victrarona male started rurnming

from potrole. & PP mombor of the patrol "noutoc‘ in Vwm amese o ‘hmta ¥hen

Vietnomese failed to halt, threo wars shots were When
Vietnomese male was halied; he was ques s'“ionca and o s

revealed +that he was about 20 yeare olds e one drn owea inow . Feialnoc
was forworded o lst Batinlion, 5th Morincs S-2 and subsoguently S Don T

Te 23L0ASHE Lst Platoon,
from OFCON lst Battnlicn, 5

8, 0712301 Compamy Da
1st Bottolion, 5th Mordne

9. 031800 Operation DEECTO/DLOKHOUSE

1Cs 03904011 Cil
.8 informcd 3
Batialion wos iv T ol2h o
and plarmned to assanlt T4LC L positicn, C4AC T was ponnod
artillory m¢sqmn W'“ called and e:’ght 1@512'.\31 rouvnds

at coordinntes (BT 353140 md

Dhetriss Hoadguoriers mopories

in the area.

le O4081CH Cemprmy ©
(BT 364155) > cxved 3
approzimoboly 200 amebe
clothing, The pc,w:ﬂ

3 M~79 rounds and L7
erms fire, brocke cont
search of the aren we

ith o uﬂ.\. oab

S J’J wore bT ek pajomns, and one
~ 3 V0 vnder fire with ?, Counds

365 dnsh wockot rounct..n The Y7 rcetucned

act and fled In o scutawe *'r\rly direction, A Hicrough

s conducted with negrtive resultes

s}

9 gl

' - T

12, O4L015H Company C 3rd Fiateen (507 Corbat Zotivol ot
roceived approximntely 7% rounds smadl nxms fire from 3 wnobd :
Patrol rcturncd 150 rounds of 7.oZmm and cuc Z.YH dnch rocket round

position. 4 oxrtillery wisgsion was requested and 9 T,, o HE rounds
ot soordinntes (BT 344151} %o suppross snipsr firc. 4% S41100H, ¢ R
observer woe colied to the arca. The A0 regeiwved suiper fire frr\m v:?.. il
BT 4581 7)e The 40 roqusated slecrance for ~m oo
strike ot coordinates (BT 3581 > ’l""le arcea was cleanad; ond mn air striko
was conductod: Adr ruft crcpr\ 32-520 pound bomks. 4 largoe secondary
cxplesida occurred, 2 bunkors, 11 huts and o 80 ft. trench line were destroyed.
8 huts worc domagede 4% 0G41215H, while air strike wns in progress, patrol
received opp roxs.mﬂt 1y 25 4o 30 reunds small arms fire ot o range of 220 mefurs
from 4 VC located ot coerdinates (BT 357143), Three VO weore black pnmae

coordincies (BT Z401.54) and (
3

1T STRT (7Y
wdh S A GO W)

5 L 9
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onc VC wore khoki elothing -nd two VC corried wegponss The patrol returned
approxim~tely 180 rounds T.62mn small arms fire. The 4 VO broke contact

end fled in o southwest dircctions While searching for the 4 VG, the patrol
found an 0ld trench line with new diggings running from coordinates (BT 35715
to coordinates (B‘I‘ 358145). The platoon combat pntrol conducted a comprehens:
search of the adr strike area. Mo additionsd storngo arcas were found and
patrol rcburned to thce combat base.

13, ©416303 50401 Sccurity Patrol from the lst Battalion, 5th Marincs at
coordinates (BT 350162), while conddeting o routine patrol through the Bich
Ngo (2) aran, reported that the arca had becn hit by an air strike. The arce
of damage was from coordinates (BT 348164) to (BT 354156)s The patrol obser
6 Vietnemese burying o 12 yoar old Vietnomcse male. The Vietnomese stated
that the 12 yenr old male had been killed by an air strike. However, there
wns no additional evidence to substantiate that the boy had been killed by
an air strike. The Vietnemese stated thet they were moving out of the arca
and were going to relecate at Bich Ngo (3),. The indientions are that no back
lash from the civilian populnce will occur.

14+ _€51050E 4 shot was heard by Cpl X, He KITCHELL ot CiC I 1st Battalion,
5th Mexines combat base in vieinity coordinates (BT 325181). Upon investignt
Cpl KITCEILL found FFC J. M. DOWOV.N a member of lst Platoon, Company C,

1st fnti-Tonk Battnlion dend approximntely five feet behind an ontos. & +45
cnliber sub-machine gun which had been fired recently was found credled in
FFC DONOVLN's armse The Marine was moved to the supply tent for evacuation.
Commonciing Officer, Company C, lst Lnti-Tonk Battolion; Commonding Officer,
5th Marines ond Commanding Officer, 7th Marines were notified, dn investigat
officer was appointed by PFC DONOV.LN's porent ergrnization,

15, 061000H 2nd Platoon Company C (Rein) and lst Platoon Compony B (Rein)

commenced search and destroy operations in accordance with operantion order
11“67.

16+ 062230H Company © Squad ismbush Patrol at coordinates (BT 369147) observc
four figures moving from enst to west approximately 25 meters from the ambust
sitee The cmbush fired 150 rounds ef 7.62mm and requested and received 10
minutes of illuminations Jrea waos immediately searched for 20 minutes znd
at first light from 070630 to O7OTOOH with negative rosults.

17.. 6 Morch 1967 2nd FPlatoon Company C (Rein) and 1lst Dlatoon, Compny B
(Rein) continues operntion in occordance with operation order 11-67.

18« @O71500H 2nd Ilatoon Company B (Roin) rolisved 2nd Flatoon Company C.

19, ©81630H 1st and 2nd Flatoon (Rein) Company B terminated operation in
accordonce with Qperntion Plan 11~67. :

120, 09133€H Company B (Roin) commenced operatiors in accordance with Operatic
Plan 12-67. . )
ENCLOSTRL (1)
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2l. O091718H Compony B while condncting senrch and destroy operation ot
coerdinctes (BT 335160) received approximately 40 rounds owtomatic sniper
fire from an cstimated ome unobscrved snipcr at a ronge of approximately 500
meters in vieinity coordinates (BT 340155?. Company B returned approximotely
50 rounds 7.62mm sm~ll arms fire. Jrea was thoroughly scarched with negative
results,

22 101010H Compony B while conducting search and destroy operation at
coordinntes (BT 313153) encountered one VC dressed in black shorts and blue
shirt, wolking at o rango ef approximntely 100 meters in vieinity coordinntes
(BT 313152). The VC was carrying an M=l4 rifle and five M-14 mognzincs.
Company B took VC under fire with 5 rounds of 7.62mm small nrms fire, resultix
in one VG KIi confirmed. The incident rosulted in the capture of one M-14
rifle {modifiod); serinl number 135474 end 5 M~14 nogazines.

2je 101020H Compony B while conducting search nnd destroy operation at
coordinntes (BT 310154) received approximately 10 rounds small nrms fire

from ~n estimnted onc wmobserved saniper at o range of opproximately 300 metor:
in vicinity coordinates (BT 307155)s Company B returned fire with approximat.
30 rovnds T.62mm small arme fire and 4 WP 3.5 inch rockst rounds. One platoo:
wng Adspatched +to search the arca from where sniper fire was received. The
area wrg thoroughly searched with negative results.

24« 101150H Compony B Squad Sccurity Patrol while conducting scarch and
destroy oper~tions in vicinity coordinates (BT 309139) rcceived epproximately
18 rounds small arms firc from nn estimnted onc unobscrved sniper ot o ronge
of approximntely 500 meters from vicinity coordinates (BT 302144). Sgund
returned fire with 50 rounds of 7.62mm small arme fire, once M-79 round and 3
. 60mm morsar Hi rounds. ir6n was theroughly searched with negative resultss .

25, 101210H dst Pletoon Company B while conducting search and destroy
operntions in vicinity coordinates (BT 303143) received approximately 75
rounds small arms fire from an cstimated one wnobscrved sniper at o range of
npproximotely 150 meters in viecinity coordinates (BT 303144)., Ilatoon returmc
fire with 290 rounds ef 7.62mm small crms fire and assaulted arca from which
sniper firce was recelved, rlatoon observed one VO dressed in khoki clothing
rnd carrying o carbine fleeing in a northwesterly direction. Platoon pursuesd
the VC ond lost contact due to dense vegotntion. Tlatoon searched area and
found 4 Victnamese bodics, 2 adult males and 2 adult females with ages ranging
from 18 te 35 years. It was determined that the four KLi's were VO based on
the foact that the bodics werce found in the vieinity from where sniper fire wns
rceeiveds The aren of operations hnd becn undor VC control for o long period
times The bodies had no identification cords or documents and wore dressed in

the normel apparel worn by Local Force V0. ‘The search of the area was contim
with negnitive results.

25 1013%9CH 1lst Platoon Company B while conducting search and destroy operar~
tions in vicinity coordinntes (BT 309145), when the sccond man in the point

3-4 R
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following load man at o distance of about 15 meters detanctod one booby trop.
Based on the orea covered by the cxplosicm, it wns belicved that the booby tre
wns o $0mm HE morter round with trip wire attached. The booby trnp was set
in a hedgerow bordcering o rice paddy and o homlets The incident resulted in
onc USMC KT., and onc USMC WL.. Both the KIL. and WLi were cvacunted to

lst Mediend Batinlion at 101420H., The wnit commandor was intorviewed, ~né he

vorificd thot his troops werc disporseds The area was searched for additienal
boaby traps with negative results.

27w 10172CH Company B while scarching houses at coordinntes (BT 313145)
apprehendod four fomale detainccs withoui IeD. cardse The Dotainces wero

A gaestioncd by the Kit Carson Scout. Lftor guestioning the detainens, the
Kit 6arson stated be belioved the 4 detainces wore from the Thanh Hon {2) arec
mmd woroc locokouts and supply couriers for local VC operating in the arec. The
detainges were shown the body of the VO KIL reported in inecident ropors 1010LC
The detnincos claimed they did not kmow the V6 KLi. The detainces reaction
upon scecing the VO KL. indicated they knew him, Tho Kit Carson believes
that the orying detninec was the wife or relative of the VO Kli. The four
detninecs wore forwarded to CaC I's position for further processing to 9th ITT

23, 110600H 1st Battalion, 5th Marines (~)(Rein) commonced County Fair 5~12
in accordance with Operation Ilan 12-67,

#8, 110705H Company B whilo conducting scarch and destroy operations in

vicinity coordinntes (BT 348167) rcceived approximately 30 rounds small arms

fire from cn estimnted one snipor 2t a range of approximately 400 meters in

vicinity coordinates (BT 33517¢). Company B roturncd firc with 50 rounds of

small arms fire and 2 3.5 inch W rounds. 4 squad searched area from whore
. sniper fire wos receiveds The are: was ssarched with negative results.

29, 110715H CiC I, lst Battalion, 5th Marines in vicinity coordinates (BT 34¢
received 10 rounds small arms fire from an estimated onc snipor fire at a rang
of approximately 808 meters in vicinity coordinates (BT 352161)s Ci I return
fire with 25 rounds smell arms firc and scorched arca from wherc sniper fire
was rocolved with negative rosults.

30s 111315H CiC I, 1st Battalion, 5th linrines at coordinates (BT 348163)
roceived approximately 14 rounds small armg fire from an estimated 6 unobscrve
snipers ot o range of approximately 500 meters in vicinity coordinates (BT 353
4 sgund was dispatched to scarch area from where sniper fire was reecived. 4s
the squad patrol reached coordinates (BT 353158), the patrol reccived
spproximately 60 rounds of small arms fire. from an estimated six unobserved
snipers from two positions, coordinates (BT 356157) and (BT 359153). Squad
returncd approximately 30 rounds of T.62mm small arms firc at cnemy positions.
Squad scarched cnomy positions and apprehended one Victnamcse male as he was
leaving a housc in vicinity coordinates (B‘I‘ 356157 )o Squad continued search
with negative rosults. Dotaince was 76 yoars old, worc white pajamas and had
00 I.D. card, Detaince's daughter-in=law brought his I.D. card.to CiC I's
CP at coordinates (BT 3%8176)s Dctaince wesa  forwarded to 9th ITT.
LNCLOSUR: (1)
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31 111420H Compeny B Squad Patrol in vicinity voordinates (BT 324175} obsex
2 V¢ armed with rifles at & range of approximately 5¢ meters moving in & ’
northeasterly dircction. The VO were dressed in black shirts and white trousc
Squad took the two VO under firc with epproximately 30 rounds of 7,62mm small
arms firee ¥atrol obscrved one VC falls 4rca was scarched with negative
resultse One VO WI. probable.

32, 112135H Compeny B listening post at coordinates (BT 347173) obscrved
8 VC at = ranze of approximetely 50 o 75 meters with woapons moving in a
northoasterly dircction. No fire was received or returncds

.33c 112200H Company B perimeter in vicinity qoordimster (BT 348168} _ )
received espproximatoly 25 rounds small arms firc, five ( 5) were tracer rounds.
The fire was roceoived from a southeasterly direction et a rangs of approximat:
430 meters from vicinity of coordinates (BT 352116), from en estimated one
snipor. Company B roturncd approximateiy 30 rounds 7.62mm small arms fire, a
5 M=T9 rounds. JLares from which sniper fire was received was scarched at
120630H with negntive results.

34 120930H lst Platoon Company B whilc conducting search and dostroy
operations vicinity coordinates (BT 349148) observed 3 VO with weapons moving
in a southwesterly direction at a rangs of epproximetcly 400 metcers vicinity
coordinates (BT 325146)s The platoon deployed to cnvelopedthe V0 The
platoon fired 20 rounds 7.62mm small arms fire killing 2 VC. The incident
rosulted in 2 VO KL. confirmed end the following cquipment captured: One
forecign nade corbine, 1 M=26 grenade, 3 ChiCom gronades, 2 ammunition pouches,
2 cartridge belts, one bayonct, one pack, 39 rounds .30 caliber ammunition
. and 5 rounds 7.62mm ChiCom emmunition.

5% 121500H Company B Squad Security Patrol at coordinates (BT 344124) obser-
one Vietnemese male dressced in bleck pajamas at & range of appraximately 300
moters in vicinity coordinatos (BT 347127). Upon observing the Marines, the
Vietnamese flod to the northwest. Iatrol pursucd thic Victnomese male to a
hamlet at coordinates (BT 347129) vhere they lost contacte Lrca was searched
with negotive results.

36 122310H C.C I, lst Battalion, 5th Marines perimeter ot coordinates

(BT 325179) roceived 2 incoming grenndes from a westerly direction, of which
onc was an M-26 dnde No enemy was observeds CiuC I returned one M-2¢ grenade
and fired 4 rounds of 8lmm illumination. JArea was searched with negative rest

Te 130155H CiC I, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines perimeter at coordinates
%BT 3231813 recoived one groenade from the north along the river from an
unobserved onecmye CiC I returned six M-26 grenaes, 2 WP grenades and fired
3 rounds of 8lmm illumination. .rea was scarched with negative results.

- ENCLOSURE (1)
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fe 130430H C.C I, lst Battalion, 5th Marines perimeten at coordinatos
EBT 323181)5 observed one person in a boat along the river moving east to wes
The boat was taken under fire with approximately 1490 rounds small arms firce
drea was scarched with negative roesults.

30, 1300%30H lst Battalion, 5th Marines (~)(Rein) torminafed County Fair 5-if

49, 171200 lst Battalion, 5th Marines (-)}{(Rein) commenced Opcration
PILTECLNOE,

41.. 150135H CiC I, lst Battalion, H5th Marines perimeter at coordinates

(BT 324218) roceived four incoming arenades, 2 of which exploded approximabel
10 nmoters in front of a machine gun emplacement. The grenades were thrown
from the northwest from viciniky of the river bank at cooxrdinates (BT 324213
Marines rcturned 3 grenades and fired 10 rounds of small arms five in tho

© direction from which grenades were throwne The imner perineter was Immedias:
swept with nogative results. 4t 150630H the arca was thorougly searched
with negntive results.

4%s L160300H C.LC I, Combat Base at coordinates (BT 477143) rcceived approxis
mately 150 to 200 rounds small arms fire from an cstimated 7 to 10 VC ak g 9’
range of approximately 75 meters northeest of billeting arca and 1§
fragmentation grenadcs from 2 observed VO dressed in groen utilitics within
the poerimetcr. The VC broke contact and fled to the southwest. 180% scouri:
was established after the first grenade explosion, and the perimeteor was swor
for the VC who were obscrved with negative results, 4 Marine heard movement
approximately 50 meters southwest of his fighting position and threw 2 =26
grenades foward the arca where the noise origmatede 4 ¥F B4R man observed 1
VC to the northeast of the perimeter, at a rangc of approximately 300 meter$
at coordinantes (BT 477143) end fired 5 rounds small amms fire. &% 0445H
illumination was rcquested and 10 rounds of 8lmm illumination were fired. Tt
illumination rounds were approximately 580 meters short of target. irtillery
illumination was requested and 16 rounds of 105mnm illumination was fired at
©530H, Nothing was obscrved under illumination. 4t C61OH the combat base
searched and soven live fragmentation grenndes were found and blown in placc:
L Marine firo tcam patrol was dispatched to search the area for booby traps
end possible remaining VG, The idrea was searched with negative results. ot
@64C0H & Combined hction Sguad was sent to coordinates (BT 477148) to search
for VC thet was. obscerved the previous night. The patrol found a blood trail
running from coordinates (BT 477148) to the north for ablout 30 meters. Blood
trail cnded at rivor., Hstimate 1 VC WI. probable. ’

v

3. 160830 lst Battalion, 5th Marines combat base at vicinity coordinates
BT 397145) receivod one round carbine firce from the north,  from an wobserve
sniper at o ramge of approximately 200 meters from vicinity coordinates

(BT 397145)e The sniper round struck the rear of the fighting position. One
round of 7.62mm small arms fire was returncd and a firc team was dispatched
to search the arce from where sniper firc was received, The arca was
thoroughly scarched with negative results. ENCLOSURE (1)
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44,. 181200H Operation TIVIECLNUL was terminated.

5o 191600H CiC 3 Flatoon, lst Battalion, 5th Marincs at coordinates
%BT 345162) observed 4 VO at a range of approximately 580 meters crossing

g rice paddy in vieinity coordinates (BT 337165). The 3 VO were dressed in
blamck and onc in white clothing. 1 VC was cerrying a weapon. The patrol
engaged the VC with 30 rounds small arms fire and obscrved one VC fall. Resv
of contact: 1 VO WI. probable. 8lmm mortar fire was roquested 0 block tho
routc of withdrawal townrd a hamlot. Two 8lmm HE rounds were ficed., latoor
deployed and pursued VC into a hamlot and found 53 pounds of rice, and 30
Te62mm projoctiles ramoved from thcir casings. The patrol also noted that
fires worc burning in the fire places within the houses with no one around.
irea was scarched with negative results. The 7.52mm projectiles were forward
to Battalion S-2.

48, 191735E In vicinity at CiC I, lst Battalion, 5th Marines combat base at
coordinates (BT 335175), a Vietnamese girl age 15, and a boy age 14 tripped
one anti=persomnel minc et coordinates (BT 335157). Shrapnel from the mine
inflicted sericus wounds on the girl and 1ess serious wounds on the toye The
mine was placed by the LRVE who had occupied the position approximately

one year oZ0e & detailed of Marines and corpsmen from CLC I's position went
to the scene. CLC corpsmen afministered first aid to +he wounded Victnamesce.
L priority medicel cvacustion was requested and completed at 191800H.

47» 221000E Company D Squad Security Patrol at coomxdinates (BT 365149 ),
received 3 rounds small arms fire from one sniper at a range of 400 meters

at coordinates (BT 361149)s Fatrol returncd 30 rounds of smell arms firg

and senrched sren from coordinates (BT 361149) to coordinates (BT 359148).
Patrol found VO litersture peamplet printed in inglishe VO propaganda materic
was forwoxrded to 5th Marines S-2.

49, 211530H CiC I Sccurity ratrol at coordinntes {BT 353166) roceived 15 to
rounds sniper fire as patrol was crossing rice paddy. iratrol continucd to
cross yice paddy and received an additional 158 rounds small arms fire frem -
estimated 8 VO dressed in white and black clothing at coordinates (BT 360165
Tatrol roturned fire with 380 rounds small arms fire, pursued VC and searched
area with nogntive resultss 4 heavy Ontos section moving in position to
support CLC I patrol, struck an anti~tenk mine, completely destroying the
Ontos, CLC I patrol moved to the Ontos to offcr assistance, Ln emergency
nedical ovacuntion was requested and completed at 211605H. The hole made by.
the mine was 6 to 8 feet deep and 8 to 19 feet wides It is suspected that
Ontos ran ovor e 250 pound booby trepped bomb, which was controlled or pressw
detonateds There werc mines in vicinity of the the explosion to indicate

controlled detonation., Result of contact, 2 USMC KI., 2 USMC WILii and 2 VC
WI4 probable. :

BNCLOSTRE (1)
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S 211800H CLC T Sgyuad Security Iatrol at coordinates (BT 341165)
apprehended six female detainces in vicinity of Ontos incident. iatrol
recoived apvreximately 30 rounds small arms fire from zn mmnbsexrved VC
at & range of spproximately 500 meters in wicinity cocrdinates (BT 346165).
Yatrol returned spproximately 60 rounds small arms fire, requested fire
support and received 6 rounds 106mm HI rounds, 16 rounds Slmm ~ Hi rounds.
Two UH-Zl's on station to effect a routine medical evacuation drew
approximately 400 rounds automatic saiper fire. Yatrel returned approximatc
460 rounds emall erms fire and assaulted cnemy position. The area was
senrched with negative results. Ustimate 3 VC WIi probable.

50, 221130H Compeny O while conducting search and destroy operations

at coordinates (BT 349178) apprehended one male detairece with an altered
I.D. card. Detainee claimed that he was 14 years old- . Detdainee is
aprroximately 18 years old and was forwarded to 3th Merines S-2.

5i~ 230810H Company D while conducting scarch and search operations at
coordinates (BT 361085) reccived 5 rounds sniper fire from an estimstcd

1 VC at a range of approximately 100 meters from vieinity coordinates

(BT 360084). The sniper was unobserved due to dense vegetation. Returned
20 rounds 7.62mm smell arms fire and assaulted cnemy position, with negativc
results. Snipers most probeble route of withdrawal was to the southwest.
The incident resulted in one USMC WILi,

%%, 230145H Company D while conducting search and destroy operations at
coordinates (BT 354678) received 100 rounds small srms fire from an cstimatc
7 to 10 well dispersed unobscrved VC. Fire was received from southwest

at a distence of approximately 300 meters in viecinity coordinates (BT 353074
Company D deploycd and returncd fire with 700 rounds small arms fire and 15
M-79 rounds., V€ broke contact and fled in a southwest direction. Company D
searched nrca and found cartridges and links from M-60 machine gun, 3 blood
trails and 2 drog marks. Search was concluded with negnbive additional resu
The incident resulted in 2 V@ KIL probable, 3 VC WLL probable end onc USMC
WLiZ. 4in emerzency medical evacuation was requcsted and completed at 231118
¥3-  231400H Introl from Company D while conducting search and destroy
operations ot coordinates (BT 356088) reccived 15 rounds automatic weapons
fire from an cstimated 2 VC at a range of approximately 280 meters from
vicinity cocriinates (BT 55509@)0 Patrol returned 70 rowmAs small arms

fire, 7 »79 rounds and assaulted sniper position. =~ .« o

5S4« 2323454 Company D perimeter at cocrdinates (BT 352085) received 30 rounr
small arms fire and two to three srenades from estimated 4 VC at coordinates
(BT 352986). Company D returned 135 rounds small arms fire and 1 60mm mortex
illumination round, 4t first light & squad searchod area end found one VC
rifle grenadey type unknown with markings of 4T TNT 1-65~Y, Grenade was

JMCLOSURE (1)
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forwarded to Battalion £~2 for processing ta 5th Marincs S=2. Squad continu:
t0 search arce with negative results. Result of cantact, 2 TSMC WTN.

55 2/8615H Company D defensive perimeter at cocrdinates (BT 352085)
received 20 rounds small arms fire and 2 grenades, Company D returned

50 rounds small arms fire and one 60mm mortar illuminstion. The VG ceased
fire, broke contact and withdrew to the northwest. 47 first light squad
searched oren and found one blood trail. Blood 4rail was folled with
negative results, Result of coniact, 2 USMC WLWE, 1 VC WI. probablc.

56e 246830H Company D while sweeping aren et cocrdinates (3T 351083) found
5 caves. JLversge size of vaves were 8 feet deep, 3 fect wide and 45 meters
long. Oaves werc searched with use of RCa with neghtive resuvlts., In area
of caves, Compeny D found one wallet containing one hmmemade I.D. card and
one name tog, Wallet was forwarded to 5th Marines S$-2. :

5Te  241050H Company D while conducting scarch and destroy operations at
coordinates (BT 346086) received spproximately 60 rounds small arms fire fr
6 VC in a tronch lihe at a range of approximately 300 meters at coordinntes
(BT 345286). The VC werc dressed in black pajemns end carried pacis. Mori.
returncd 200 rounds of 7.62mm small arms fire, 2 M742 CS grenades and
assamlted the ehemy position. VC fled into heavy undorbrush., 3 VC fell

as if wowmded by Marinces firce area was gearched and patrol found one
Froneh 9mn machine gun round, 1 coxpended T7.62mm Pussian cartridge and one
§hiCom 7.62mi crimp certridac. Crimp cartridpe indicated that VC employed
riflc grenades on the night of 23 lMarch 1967. Scarch was concluded with
negative additional reswlts. JIncident rosulted in 3 VC WIL probsabdle, and o
USMC WIANH. Oaoptured equipment was forwarded to 5th Marines S-2.

58, 241420H Company D while conducting scarch and destroy operations at
coordinates (BT 551078) reccived approximately 100 rounds small arms fire
from an estinnted 6 to 10 snipers at a range of approximately 350 mcters

at coordinntcs (BT 347676)s VC were across a stream in a hodgerow. lMerine:
returned approximately 100 rounds of T7.62mm smell arme fire, 5 rounds 66mn
HE rounds, ond 2 M742 CS grenades. Campany D roquested am arvillery missio
and 14 rounds 105mm HE rounds wore fired at VC positions. Marines envelope
and assaulted VC positionse VC broke contact and withdrew to the weshe &r
was searched with negative resultse The incident resulted in 4 USMC WIid,
in emorgency medical ovacuation was requested, and completed at 241450H.

5% 251055H €40 I Flatoon Iatrol at coordinates (BT 358167) received
approxinately 50 rounds small arms fire from an estimated 6 to 10 VC from
two different positions at coordinates (BT 363162) and (BT 3531.66). Datrol
returned 200 rounds small arms fire and onc 8lmm HE round at the cnomy
pogitions. Iotrol deployed and swopt tho area. VC broke contact and fled
in an undetermined direction. Jarea was thoroughly searched with negative

- resulta. INCLOSTRE (1)

3-10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

® o
mn

60, 251305H Company D {Rein) terminated search and destroy operation.

6l. 261230H A letter was turned over to gate sentry at coordinates (BT 39714
by a Vietnamese Nationale Lebter was translated and it accused TROUIG HOUL,
age 42 of giving information to the VC of Marine trocp movements to and from
Hill 54, TROUNG HO. was apmrehended and questioned by it Carson Scout.
TROUNG HO.L admitted he had been a VC in the past, dbut has been supporting

the RVN Government for the past 4 years. Detainee and letter was forwarded
tO 9th T7T.

62, 26143%CH Comyany B (Rein) went OPCON lst Battalion, Tth Marines.

. 63  270910E A member of patrol 5C1 while conducting S&C operations at
coordinates (BT 384237) tripped what appeared to be a 250 pound booby trapped
bombe i hole was blown in the ground 4 to 5 feet deep and 8 to 10 feet wide.
Bxplosion went 50 fect in the air. Patrol was well dispersed with at least
10 to 12 meters (30 to 35 feet) between members of the patrol. 411 personnel
had on bottoned armorcd vests, FPrior to commencement of operation, patrol
was bricfed on mission of patrol axd mine and booky trap hazard by the
Company Commander. The Zlatoon Commander and ilatoon Sergeant thoroughiy
briefed members of the patrol to be cautious, look out for becoby traps, chang
the point twice hourly and make sure all personnel kept armored vests on and
buttoned and kept well dispersed. “Just prior to the explosion one unarmod
Vietnamese drcssed in black pajamas was observed rumning from the arca of

of the explosion. Tatrol didn't pursuc the Vietnamese. Incident resulted
in 2 USMC KIL ond 1 USMC WLILE., .4n emergency ncdical evacuation was requested
and complotcd at 0935H,

4> 2T2040H Company € TIlatocn Security TPatrol coordinates (BT 382238)
apprehended two Vietnamese, approximately 40 ycoars of age, in vicinity wherc
patrol had detonated booby trapped 250 pound bomb. @Questioning of villagers
in the aree disclosed that 10 VC had planted tho bomb at

260730H in vicinity coordinates (BT 384237). The willagers gave the patrol -
7 of the 10 VC nomes. The two Vietnamese detaineces had the following items
in their possession: One expended shell from Russian coarbine, snd 13 hand
writton documentse The detainces, captured material and the results of the I
questioning of local villagers was forwarded to Battalion S-2 for further
precessing to 9th ITT.

A% 2T1630H Compeny C Squad Sccurity Latrol 5016 at coordinates (BT 395112)

apprehended two Vietnamese males without TI.D. cards. The detainces were

approximately 20 years of agee The detainecs were forwarded to Battalion
S5-2 for further procecssing to 9th ITT,

66« 271809E Conmpany B rotwrned from OFCON lst Battalion, 7th Marincs.

LIICLOSURE (1)
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67, 280900H A wounded Vietnsmese arrived at 3rd Flatocn Company C position
at coordinates (BT 346161 ), with a gunshot wound in the necke. 4 medical
evacuation was called and completed at 280920H, /a1 intsrpretor was dispatchec
fram lst Battalion, 5th Marines to 3rd Flatoon Company ¢ position to guestion
the wounded man's brother. It was determined from guestioning of the brother
that the wounded Vietnamese name was HO KINH, He was 28 years of ags, lived
in the village of KY CHANH at coordinates (BT 470i49), and was wounded while
hunting snails in the vicinity of KY CHANE Village. The nearest Marine
position to the location of the incident is about 300 neters. Ualts in the
surrounding area reported hearing no firing at the allsged time of the incide

68, 281000 lst Platoon Gompany G went OFCON to ilotel Battery, ?nd Battalion
11th Marines. o

69, 282200E %rd Platcon Company C at coordinates {BT 436161) fired two

8lmm FE rounds of H&I fire at coordinates (BT 436173) and observed a large
secondary explogion followed by flames and black smcke. 4 patrol was dis-
patched to area to conduct & search, While the patrol was moving into the
area of the secondary explosion, 15 8lmm HE and WP rounds were fired. Fatrol
found one fishermen's hut destroyed and 15 small twenches, 5 feet long, 2
feet wide, and 3 fect deep around the destroyed hute The search was conclud:
with no additional resulis.

70. 291205H (5D5) Squad Scourity Patrol at coordinates (BT 358167) received
approxinately 300 rounds semi~eutomatic and autematic small arms fire from
an estimated 4 VC at o range of approximately 300 meters from ceordinates
(BT 352165)s Datrol returned 750 rounds 7.62mm small arms fire, 6 M-79 rouns
and 1 LiiWe Datrol observed onc VC fall as if hit. Squad searched from
coordinatcs (BT 359167) to (BT 364170) and aprrohended 4 Vietnamese males
without I.D. cerds, ages renging from 35 to 50. Ssarch was concluded with
negative rosultse Result of contact: 1 VO KIL probable.

Tl. 300641H (5010) Fatrol reccived 6 rounds of fire from onc uncbserved
sniper at a range of approximately 300 meters from coordinates (BT 361151),
Patrol returned 1 M-T79 round and searched arca with negative rosults.

72. 301330H Firc team scourity patrol (5C10) at coordinates (BT 365148)
aprrchended one Vietnamese femala, approximately 20 yeesrs of age without
I.Ds card., The detainee was forwarded to 9TH ITT,

73« 301400H Company B commenced search and clear overaticn in vieinity -
TH.AT B cocrddnates (BT 3312) in the Battalion TAOR in accordance with
Frag Order 14=67.

T4s 301600H lst Dlatocn Company C returncd from OPCON Hotol Battory, 2ndBn,
11th Marinos.

75, 301735H Compeny B while conducting operation at coordinates (BT 342132)
observed 3 VC dressed in black pajomas at a range of approximetely 100 meters
at coordinates (BT 341151) satting in a bocby trap. The booby trap cxploded,
possibly wounding one V0, The VC observed the Marines and fled in a westerl&
dirceticn. Point pursued the VO and a second explosion occurred,

ENCLUSTRE (
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Point cncountored 5 clderly Vietnsmese females who elajmed that 17 VO with
5 woapons werc operating in the immodiato area. Socarch of the arca was
conducted with nopgetive resulis.

76+ 3L0730H Squad Scourity Iatrol (5022) at coordinatcs (BT 261169)
aprrehoncdod two Vietnamecee fomales without I.D. coards, wearing black
and white pajomas. The two detainecs were approximately twenty-five
years old. Detainces werc forwarded to Battelion S-2 for furthor
processing to 9th TTT.

7{e 311030H Company & roturned frem OUCON CHU Lil Defonse Command,

. 78« 311030H Cenmpany D went O¥CON CZU LiI Defense Comnmand.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART IV

SUPPCRTHNG DOOUNMLNTS
“ TiB L - lst Battzlion 5th Marines Combat .fter iLction Repsort (OPLELIICH
’ D2SOTO/DLICKHOUST V1 ). |
v;‘ium B - lst Battelion, 5th Merine Cperation Order 12-67 (COUNIY BiIR 5-12),
V;TAB C — lgt Battalion, 5th Morinoe Wrep-up Report ((0UNTY PATR 5-12) |
wrghB D - lgt Battalion, 5th Marines Operation Order 13-67 (OP.RLTICH TIF: LCuiG.:’
.JI‘A.B 5 - st Battalion, 5th Merines Combat .fter Loticn Report ( CP.RLITON

TIPE 0uifCL) o
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nJ.DQ J.RTJK.S o
st Battalion, 5th Merines ' SN
Mrring Divi~"r (.* ) S ’ -

l FPU, Lenoer o 3 "3 Nz e
: 3/WCW/dah
3480 ‘
Ser. HNo.. 0092—67
lOML.r67
From¢ Commanding Officer o ' .
Tos Commanding Officer, 7th Marines s ’ / 60 c T

9

Subjt Comhat Operations After iLction Report
") 55070/ DECKHOUSE VI

Rof: a; Div0 3480.1
. {b) Task Force X~Ray Freg Order 8-67
o) lst Battalion, 5th Marines Operation Order 18-67
d) Maps: Vietnam, 1:50,000, iMS Series L70l4, .
Shects; 6738I-II and 6838I1I-IV

inels (13 Operation Overlay D-Day
Night Lctivity and Disposition COverlsy D-Day

ES) Operation Overlay D+l ;

L) Night Activity and Disposition Overlay D+l
5) ‘Cperation Overlay D42

6) Night ictivity and Disposition Overlay D42

7) Operation Overlay D+l

8) Night ictivity and Disposition Overlay D+3
(9) Operation Overlay D+4

él(); Tight activity and Dlsposition Overlay D44
11) Operation Overlay D+5 :

1l CUDE ILME AND TYPH OF OPERATION,

Operation “DESUTU/DECLHOUSS VIM (Search and Destroy )

2 DiTs OF OLA.TION.
261100E February 1967 to 031800 March 1967
3 ;QC&TION.

Lren north of Duc Pho, located in Queng Nazi Province, Duc Fho Distrlct,"
with the. costern boundary of the operoting area the song Ceu fiver, the -
southern boundery a linc from coordinates (BS 825405) to (Bs 7403%60), the -
western houndery gonerslly along grid line 74 rumning north and “south, and
the northern boundary slong the Song Tra Cau River running east of coordlngtes
(B3 787417) and northwest to the Song Cen Hiver,

40 001‘11 ..nND H..JIADQUJ.LRF‘ES

60, 1stBn, Stiiar (-)(Rein) a LTCUL'P. Lo EILGARTNER =

o, h&S oo, 1stBn, 5thMar ( Y Rein) CaPT M. B. DARLING
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: tdn, Sthler (Hein) o PT J’ PETZRSUN
COy Co C, 1lstBn, Sthiler (Rein) Co2 Re Jo CaSWELL
60, Co D, lstBn, 5titar {-)(Hecin) C4PT Jo v CuRTY

5. TaSK ORGANIZ.LTION,

lst Battalion, 5th Marines (~)(Rein) LTCUL HILG RTNIR

&S Co (-)(Rein) C4PT DLRLING

H&S Co (=)
Det, Biry D, 2ndBn, llthier
. Det, Sub Unit 2 HgBn, lstMarDiv
Det, Co C, 1st8FBn
P1t Hgs, Co B, lstingrdn
LRVN In O
Det, Hq Btry, 2ndBn, 1lthlaer
Kit Carson Scout
Co B (Rein) CuPT PETHRSON
Co 3
‘ FO Tm, Btry D, 2ndBn, 1lthler
Sgdy Co B, lstingrBn
Det, Co C, 1stSPBn
Det, HgBn, Tthtar
Det, H&S Co, 1stdn, Sthliar
Daty Comm P1t
Det, Med P1t
FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Plf
5-2 Scout

FiC Tm

Dgt, LAVE Imterpreter Tm ﬂﬂ@ﬂ ) 5§§

2
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—————
o @ o s

Company C
FG Tm, Btry D, 2nd3n, llthiar
Sqd, Co B, letungrdn
Doty Co C, 1stSF3n
Det, EqCo, TthMer
Det, E&S Co, 1lstBn, Sthilar
Dety, Comm P1t
Det, Med P1t
FO Tm, 81lmm Mortar Flt
S—é Scout
L T
Det, LEVE Interpreter Tm

Co D(~)(Rein) CLPT CARTY

Co D(~)

FO Tm, Btry D, 2nd3n, llthi¥er
Sqd, Co B, lst-ngrdn

. Det; Co C, 1stSPBn

Det, H&S Co, 1lstdn, 5thiar
Det, Comm P11t
Det, Med F1%
FO Th, 8lmm Moriar Flt
S-2 Scout
FuC Tm

Det, LRVN Interpreter Tm

1stBn, Hthiler (Rear) MaJOR ALGER

Co D, 1stBn, 26thMer

3rd P1t, Co D, 1stBn, 5thMar

1st Plt, Co I, 3rdBn, 5thMor
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6. Suprorting irmss |I .

e 4edlr Suppert

(1) Holicdpters &t LeHour cn D-Doy 261100 Februery 1967, thirty
CH-46 ond fwenty B-34 helicopters 1ifted lst Battalions 5th Merines (-)(Rein)
froge XY H. vieinity coordinntes (BT 530115) to o pre-selected lending zone
in viecinity ooordinatos_(BS 744374) to commence operation "DESOTO/DJCKHOUSH Vi,
The helicopters cncountered light smiper fire durding initisl insertionse.

(2) Fixed Wing. On D=Day six fixed wing aireraft were utilized for
conducting preparation fires on the landing zone. The landing zone properaticn
coamoenecd ot I-~45 minutes =nd terminnted ot I=0l minutes. In addition, two
fixed wing alrcraft flew cover in support of the helicopter inscrtions, plus
two fixed wing aireraft were on staticn to provide smckd for cover.

On D-Doy, four fixed wing aircraft flew closc air support missions on cnemy
bunkers end tunnels at coordinates (BS 756%82)e Two aircraft oxpended 40
250 pound bombs, ond 200u20mm rounise & search of the target arca, after the
completion of the nir strike rovealed four huts destroyed, six huee camaged,
fifty fect of tronchline and one cave destroyeds The fixed wing werc controlied
by T.C (&) in 2 Marine UE-1L.

On D42, four fixed wing eircraft flcw closc air suprort missions against
cnomy hunkers and tunnels lceated in a railroad bed and treeline near a villaze
nt cocrdinates (3S T75108) and (BS 783406)., The aircraft cxpended 24 500
pound bombs, 10 napalm bombs, and 18 250 pound bombs. The aireraft wore
eentrolled by a Merine C-1L, Damege assossment was 26 structurcs destrdyod,

12 structures demaged, =»nd 180 fect of trchchline destroyed.

On D+3, nine fixed wing aircraft flew missions ageinst cnemy trenchlines
and bunkers vieinity cocrdinntes (BS 808420). The sircraft cxpended 15 580
pcund tombs, 15 nepalm bombs, 76 2.75 rockets, 10 250 pound hombs and 40 20mn
rounds. The aireraft werc esontrclled by USLF 0-13, ‘“he strike accounted for
numcrous structures, trenchlines and bhunkers destroyed. 1 VO KBA confirmed,

On D+4, two fized wing aircraft provided clese air support to Co D vicinity
coordinstes (BS 770418 )o  The circraft cxpended 12 250 pound bombs, 9 napelm
bombs ogninst bunkers and autometic weapon positionse The airstrike was
controlled by T.C (i) Marine UE-1Z. The airstrike accounted for destroying
4 bunkers, 1 nutomatic weapon position, en estimated 2 o 4 VO K34 5 to 10
VC Kilk  mn? neutralized enomy fire.

(3) I.C ()e The TuC (&) proved effective in spotting lucrative torgzets
end enemy positions in the path of the lst Battalion, 5th Morincs advances TuC
(4) eleo was effective as an acrial relay for air requests.

(4) Gensral. un incrossed number of air panels were used and proved
inveluable for marking friendly front lines during air strikes.
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A, frtillery Supuert. Artillooe o 0w St 1etBn, S5thMar was
0rov1ded initially by 3rddn, 11t io i . = 1o vircet support of USMC units
engaged in the operaticn froum D-day t o . On Z+44, G 3attery, 3rd Battalion,
11th Marines was desigmoted dircet support for tho lst Battalion, 5th Marines.
Pro~gsgault preparation fires werc utilized to o greater degree on operation
"DFSO”Q/BECKHUUS“ I" than cn previcus cperations in which lst Battalion,

S5th Marines participated. Artillery smoke sereens and blocking fires were
employed, Coverage of preparaticn fires and smoke screens initially were
light, but by D+2 accuracy and coversge of these fires was excellent. 4 total
of one huncdred eighty-eight HE and one hundred eighty-seven WP rounds were
fired during the operation.

During operation 'DESOTO/DICKHOUSE VI' artillery fired five obscrved missions
egeinet snipers totaling 49 HE and 8 WP rounds. 411 five arces werc scarched
with nogntive results. Nightly during "DZSUTO/DiECKHOUSE VIV H&I fircs were

‘Plvzmor. on known VC ectivities; infiltration routes, assembly areas, morbar
positions, and cscafe routes. 4 total of 818 rounds were cxpended durinz the
operations

Be Naval Gunfirc. DNaval gunfire support was provided by USS TURFURJIOY.
Vaval gunfire was givcn the mission of supporting the Battalion with on call
night illunination and Hi missions as requireds. In cerrying out the assigned
missicn NGF fired 3 rounds illumination and 3 rcunds of Hi on D44,

8, Intgllisences

A, Istimate of smomy Strongth, Location and Disposition in the Uhjcctive Arca.

(1) Forces anticipated in the immediate objective area.

oiT LOCATION STRING TH T.CTICAL DISPOSTITON
‘Jurgmm
2nd Rogt Hgs Bn BS 7614 500 Tnknown
9%rd Bn, 2nd Regt B3 8340 500 Unknown
95th Bn, 2nd Regt BS 7443 500 Unkrnown
97th Bn, 2né¢ Rogt BS 6857 500 Unkncwn
33th 1P Bn BS 6857 400 Unknown
0-219%h LP Co BS 7740 100 Unknown

PRAUSASLE
SR

Sth ME Bn B3 7753 400 Unknown
C~217th LF Co BS 8626 100 Unkrown
506th ILF Co BS 7756 100 Unknown

(2) Intelligence was initially furnished this unit by the 7th Morine
Regimente

(5) The operational objective was to conduct sdarch of the srca of
operaticn tc fix ond destrey VC unitse

5
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oength snd Sito- ol - . Upcration was Conductode.

As a result of the operati .., ioments of the Battalion accounted
for seventeen VO KIa (confirmed end cisht VO KIs (probable). Seven VCC
end four (4) VOS werc forwarded to 9th IPT for interrogation and further
dispositions This wnit encountered harassing sniper fire throughout the
cperntion, The only unit contact was the estimated VO platocn engozed by

Company C on D+3,

C. VC Units Identified. None

D Sigmificant Intellisence Gaincd.

(1) Information obtained from Vietnamcse pepulcce in the objeotive
arce inticated the VO Main Force had withdrawn to the west one to three days
pricr to D-Day.

. (2) Zxtensive VO infrestructures noted from initial interrogation
cf VCS,.

(3) Dafensive pesitions along the railroad tracks vicinity cocrdinates
(B8 714405) were oriented to defond against attacks from the dest and South-
28t

(4) Many punji pits and helicopter obstacles were noted and destroyed
on NUT GILVG THCWNG (Hill 156 )a

Je  Torroine
(1) Criticnl Terrain,
(n) Hill 156 NUI GI4NG THUCHG

. (2) Terrain in the immediate objective area was composed mainly
of naddy land interspersed with sparsely vegetated hills.

(3) Obstecless None
(4) &venues of approach,

(a) Irails in the operational area were good to excellent for
foot frocpse

(b) National Route 1 in this area wes damaged extonsively,

(5) Cross Country Movement was poor to fair, flcoded rice paddics
with dikes 2 to 5 feet high hindered movement.

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

-

we—— 9 e

9. Misgici,

(a) TF X~Rey in conjuncticn wi.. .4 foreus assigned, ccnduct search
ond destrey coperations in Due Fho cxea, Queng Ngai Province, RVH for a
period cf abcut six dayse.

(b) 4t L-Hour on D-Dgy the lst Battelion, 5th Marines (—)(Rein) lands by
helicopter in a seclected landing zone end conducte search and destroy
operetions as directedd

10, Congopt of Operation. Commencing at LeHour on D-Day, lst Battalion,

5th Merines (- )(Rein) lands with throe companies and Command Group in
designated landing zones with two companics sccuring the landing zone, nd
¢ne campony in Battalion Reserve. Upen securing landing zone, lst Battolion,
5th Merines (=)(Rein) comuences search and destrcy cperations as dircoted,

11, sxccuticn,
Le D=1, 25 February 1967,

(1) 2515008 The 1st Battalicn, 5th Marines (-){(Rein) attachcd all
supporting units.

(2) 251830% The Battalicn Comuender comducted a briefing of
opexration "DESGTQ/DECKHOUSE VIY for 2ll participating units. «11 units
werce issued operation plens.

1

B, D-Day. 26 Februsry 1967. (See “nclosure (1)

(1) 260725E 1st Battalion, 5th Merines (=){Eein) departed combat
hase loeated in vieinity courdinates (BT 396145), by motcr convoy.

(2) 2608%5E 1zt Battalion, 5%h Marincs (-)(Rein) arrived KY E.
air facility lecated in vieinity cocrdinates (BT 5%0115).

(3) 260900E Battalicn Cemmander changed Operaticn Plan 10-67 to
operaticn order 10-6T7 znd ordered its cxecuticn.

(4) 2609501 1st Battalion, 5th Marines (= )(Rein) embarked aboard
helicopters azwaiting movement to and insertion Ento operaticnal areas

(5) 26110CH Helicopters landed in LY DOVE vicinity corrdinates
(BS 744374) 2nd inserted the first wave of trocps while rccciving light
miner firc.

(6) 261130K Inscrticn of trocps inte LZ DUVE vicinity cocrdinates
(B8 744374) was comploted. Co € and Co B secured Lz DOVE. Co D moved to
sceurc Battalicn Objective 1.

(7) 261200H Co D sccured Battalion Objective.l.
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(8) 261300 Cc C feand ¢ v - vic uitr cocrdinates (Bs 749383 ),
Movement was heard inside t.0p ¢ v » 0 . n 1alc the cave was ordered
3o come ocut in Vietnemosce.  Sherc v oo resy nsc.  une fragmenteticn
grenade was thrown into czve. Co O senrched the eavey and found one VO KL,
confirmeds DA ’

(9) 261305E Cg C at corrdinates (BS 746379) reseived one round
of sniper fire from unobserved sniper a2t coocrdinates (BS 746382) fired
from e distance of 300 meters. 4 squad searched the area and found cne VOB,
ege shout 25 years old, without I. D. card and wearing black pajamas. VOB
was uheccperative and refused to talk. V0S5 was forwarded to Tth Marines 8-2.
Squad searched for weapen in area where fire was received. Search ended
with negative resulis.

(lO) 261315 Co B and Co C crossed line of departure with ecmpanies
on line moving tc secure Regimental Objeétive.., with Co € on the left and ™
Co B on the 2ight,

(11) 2614%8H While Co & and Co B sweep from the line of departure
to Regimental Objective 4, componies picked up 41 refugees. Hofugzces
woere screencd ~nd one refugee was suspected of being a V0. The VGS was
forwerded tc Tth Merines S-2. The rofugees were held overnight and releassed
next merning. Rofugees were told to leave the operaticnal arca.

(12) 261430E Co C at coordinates (BS 758383 ) received one mortar
rcund end 75-10€ rounds of small arms fire from uncbserved VO across river
et cocrdinates (B35 761382)s Co C returned firc with 150 rounds of smaell
arms fire, two 3.5 WP rcunds. 4rea was searched with negntive resultss Cco C
sustained twe USMC casualties, one WLiNUW end cne WILAL.

(13) 261450 Co 3 found cne 500 peund US bomb, without markings at
cocrdinates (35 758379)s Bomb was destreyed by cngineers,

(14) 2615208 Co B at coordinates (BS 759384 ) reccived 3 to 4 rounds
sniper fire from twe VC frem across the river at coordinates (BS 759380).
The VC were werring black pajsmas and cne VC carried a weapon, type
undetermined. Co 3 returned fire with 6 60mm mortar rcunds. VC broke
cintact and fled in a scuthwesterly cirecticn. .rea was searched with
negative rosults.

(15) 261525% Co C feund a tumnel underground which was 13 feet doop,
10 fcet longs 4 feet high and 3 feet wide running ncrth to scuth in vicinity
co. rdinates (B8 759383). Tunnel was destrcyed by engineers.

(16) 261610H Cc C at cocrdinates (BS 7583%83%) chserved threec VC,
wearing black pajamas and carrying weapcns meving cast across river at
coordinates (BS 761382). Co C instituated metion by delivering 100 r unds
of small arms fire, three M-79 and twe 8lmm HE rcunds., Two squads searched
t ¢ area end found three V0S8, VCS were turned over to the Battalion S5-2.
5-2 determined VCS were refugees and were released the following merning.

Uﬂ@ﬂq;:a|§am%x
T sbueeid

U

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(17) 261630E Cu C »n: G0 sev Colective b

(18) 261640 Co D coparted Unjuctive o tc conduct search and
destroy opernticns and secure Sottalicn Objective 2.

(19) 261645H Co B dismatched a seourity patrol to Battalicn
‘ ?b%fotivg 3 to establish oontact with a petroel frém 3rd Dattalicn, 5th Marines
-l RO j.n ]

(28) 26173%H Co D secured Battalicn Objective 2.

(21) P61730H Patrol 5B1 established comtact with patrol from
. 3rd Battelion, 5th Marines and returned to lst Battalion, 5th Marines
(=)(Rein) ccmbat base.

(22) 261615H Co D at coordinates (BS 755381) cbserved three VCS at
co rdinates (BS 752381), moving west. Marines of Compeny D shouted helt
in Victnemese, the VCS sterted running in e westerly directicn. Cc D fired
aprroxinately 15 rcunds small arms fire at VCS. & squad frem Co D pursued
VO3 but lost scntact. Vhile searcning avea, the squad found a tunnel
vicinity cocrdinates (BS 755381) and heard movement inside. Orders were
given in Victnimese tc ccme cut of tunnel. There was ne respense from inside
tunncls One fragmentaticn grenade was thrown in twmel. 4 search cf the
tunnel wes corducted and cne VO KIu confirmed was fcund,

(23) 261900H The Battalicn night defenss perimeter and night
activities were established in vieisity of Ubjeétive 4. (See enclosure 2)

B, DHl, 27 February 1967. (See enclosure 3)

(1) 270720E Co B at cocrdinates (BS 757378) spotted three VC, moving
scuth at cocrdinates (BS 762378), e distance of apnroximately 350 meters.
VC were dressed in black pajemaes with cne VC warrying a weapon, Co B
fired 50~75 rcunds small arms fire ot VC. VO fled in a scuthwestberly
directions Squad searched area with negative results.

(2) 270820E Co B found cne pack in abandcned shelter at co.rdinates
§BS 756383), which conteined cne vpeir of kheki trousers, one pair block
pajemas and cne pair of blue sherts. Pack containing clothing was forwerded
to the Tth Merines S=2.

(3) 2708358 Gc € at ccordinates (BS 757384) received six rounds
of sutcmatic weapons fire from =an estimated 1 to 2 VO at cocrdinates
BS 760386). Fire was received frcm a northeasterly direction at an
estimated distonce of 300 meters. GCo C returned fire with 50 rounds of
smzll erms fire and three M-79 rounds on suspected VC locaticn. Cc C
gearched arsa with negative results.

(4) 2709005 Co C and Co D cressed the line of departure to secure
Battalion Objectives 4 and 7, with Co C on the left, and Co D cn the right.
The Commend Group end the Battalicn Reserve followéd in trace of Co C.

9
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(5) 2708155 Co D scouwed 0 17 i ctive T

(6) 2709303>Cc C scemwesd &t Livn Ubjective 4. S wi"f“
(7) 270945E Co D secured Battelion Cbjective 8.

(8) 271000E Co € secured Battalicn Cbjective 5.

(9) 271045 Co D secured Battalion-Ubjective 9.
(10) 271655H Co C secured Battalicn Ubjective 6.
(11) 2711558 Cc D secured Battalion Objective 10.

(12) 271200H Co C at cocrdinates {BS 757402), found two bunkers
male of logs and heavily packed mud, and freshly duz 75 meter trenchline
roning north and s uthe One bunker was 3 fect high, 10 feet long and
15 feet wide and the other bunker was 4 feet high, 8 fect wide, Onc cave

was found and sezrched with negative results, The bunkers were destroyed
by cizineors.

(13) 271300H Objective B was seccured, All units established in a
Battolicn defensive perimeter vicinity coordinates (BS 768403 ).

(14) 271340E Co D at cocrdinates (BS 758403) received an estimated
6C rounds of smell arme five fxam 12 ¥C carvying woopena and dreased in
black pajemas at ccordinates (BS 761405). Rounds were fired from 2 distones
of 300~400 meters frcm across a rice paddy intc Co D sector of the defensive
porimoter at Objective B. Co D returned firc with 200 rcunds small arms
fire. 18 60mm K3 rounds, five 3.5 WP rcunds and one Laiws VO broke contact
and fled in an easterly dirccticn. 4rca was searched by Co D with negative
rosulise.

(15) 2713558 Co C at cocrdinates (BS 757404) received approximotely
15 t¢ 20 rounds small srms fire from o distance of epproximately 500 metors
et cocxdinates (BS 759409). VC were uncbscrved. Cc C returned 20 rounds
of small arms fire at suspected VC locaticns. The area frcm where the fire
was reecived was cut of 1lst Battalicn, 5th Marines operaticnal area; a8 &
result, arca was nct searched.

(16) 271425H Co B at cocrdinstes (BS 758402) observed five VC approxi~
metely 500 meters away at cocrdinates (BS 758397) weering black pajamas,
carcying weapsns and moving scuths. Co B fired approximately 10 rounds small
arms fire £t V6. 7VC broke contact and started running in a scutheasterly
dircchicn. uren was scarched when Cc B moved cut in the attack tc secure
Objective Ca

(17) 271510H C¢ C at ccordinates (B8 756404) received approximately
25 rounds autcmatic earbine fire frum across the river at an estimeted
¢istonce of 400-508 meters in vicinity of cocrdinates (BS 760409)s The
number of VO and 1ccation from which fire came was uhobscrved. Co C did
not return fire, Fire was reccived from ARVN operaticnal arca, && a rosult
area was nct scarched. -

10
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5154 Co I ont G - ¢ 00 liue of doparture to seize and
sccure Objective Oy with Cc U en i . ooft, end Oc 3 cn tho right. Cemmand
Greup end Co €, Battalicn Reserve, filluwed in trace of Co D.

(19) 2715304 Co B at cocrdinates (2S5 760396) received 75 tc 100 rcunds
automatic and scmi-autcmatic small arms fire frem an ostimated 5 to 10
webserved VO at coordinates (BS 763396) tc (BS 758392). Rounds werc fired
L00m on estimated range of 300 metors. Co B returncd fire with epproximetely
300 rounds smell arms fire, 12 60mm Hi rounds, one 8lmm HD rcund, ~nd 3
3,5 WP rcunds. The 60mm FO cbserved one VO wearing black pajamas in clese
proximity to one 60mm round when it explcdeds The VO broke contect ond
fled in an undetcrmined dircetion. Result of contact; one USMC WILLJ end
one VC KIi (pr:bablo). irca was searched with negative rosults.

(26) 271825H Objective C was securcd, Lxtensive search was macc
. of Objective C for cave and tunnel ccmplexes. The only significant result
of the search was cne cave found and destroyed.

(21) 2718%0HE H&S Co at ccordinates (8BS 774397) found one booby
tropned ChiCom grenade. dngincers disarmed and destrcyed the grenade
the following morning.

(22) 271900H The 1st Battalicn, 5th Marines (=-)(Rein) night defensive
perimeter and night sctivities werc esteblished in vicinity cf Objective C,
{Sce onclosure (4).

Ce D#2. 28 Fokruary 1967. (Scc cnclosurc 5)

(1) 2807%0H Cc € and Cc D crossed linc of departurc. ©Oc C moved

townard Battalicon Objective 12 and Co D meved toward Objective 13. Command
Group end Co B, the Battalicn Reserve fellowed generally in trace of Cc Ce

. ' (2) 2808101 G C secured Battalion Objective 12.
(5) 280820H Co D seccurcd Battalicn Objective 13.

(4) 280830H Co C found a tronchline rumning north snd scuth alcng
tho west side of railrcad tracks from coordinates (BS 775406) to (B8 776401).
Cc C frund a reinforced conerete bunker 20 fect leng, 10 feet wide and 3 foot
decy ot ccordinates (B5 777399). Bunksr was constructed with twe feet of
conercte, Cco C found three bunkers 4 feet long 10 feet wide and 4 fect high
mace of dirt and bemboe at co réinates (BS 779399). Bunkers were scarched
anc assorted dccuments were found in the concrete bunker, dngincers destroyed
the bunkers and the drcmments were forwarded tc 7th Marincs S-2.

(5) 2B0905H Co B found a tunncl 10 fect long 3 feot wide and 4 feet
high at co rdinates (BS 772396)s Tunnel wes destroyed by enginecrs.

11
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i H56S Co o ' . LB mcticrs long firming a circle

(6) 25¢9,

7 foet below ground. Tunmel was ., 1. t high and 4 fect wide with 3 lead off

funncels 10 fect lohg, 3 foet wide ~no % feet high. wntrance to tunnel
ccmplex was a holé 3 fect by 3 feet leeding down epproximetely 7 fect.
lxplosives wers flown in from LS4 end engincers destroyed the tunnel complex.

(7) 281645E Cc D found a blcckhcuse 15! X 15! X 18" made of 18
inches of reinfrrced crncrote at cocrdinates (BS 771411, Bleckhiuse was
destroyed by enginecrs.

(8) 2810454 H&S Co found a tunncl ccmplex 280 meters lcng, 8 to 10
foot underground at coordinates (BS 775404 )s Tunnel was 4 feet wide and 4
feot high with a lead off tunnel approximately 102 mcters long, 4 foot wide
an? 4 feot high. Ixplosives were flown in from LEA and cngineers destroyed
the tunnel complex,

(9) 281220H Co D at ccordinates (BS 776416) cbserved one VO at
coordinates (38 777416) on the nerthwen side cf the riverbank. VC was
changing clothes from blgck pajamas to brown shorts and short sleeve shirt.

~rine shouted across the river for the VO to halts Secing the Marines, the
VC pieked up his clothes and started to run. Marined fired 40 to. 60 rounds
small rrms fire 2% VC at rohge of 200 meters. Result of contacts cne VO KIL
confirmed,

(10) 281430E Co D secured Dattalicn Objective 15.
(11) 261440H Co C secured Battalirn Cbjective 14.

(12) 281600K C. B Command Groups ~nd Co C arrived at Battalion
Objgective 15 in vieinity cc. rdinates (85 790412).

(13) 2816105 Co D at csordinates (BS T91409) received 40 tc 50 rounds
automatic small arms fire from vicinity ceerdinates (BS 792415), from acrcss
river. dstimatked ¢ be one VO sniper at a range c¢f 200-300 meters. €Ce D
returned firce with 20 rounds small arms fire, 4 60mm Hi rounds, 3 3.5 WP
2ounds and ong M=T79 round. 4res was searched with negative results. Result
of contacts one USMC KIA and one USHC WLl

(14) 281620E Co B =t coordinates (Bo 793414 ), received 8 tc¢ 10 rounds
smoll arme fire fired from a distnnce of approximately 350 meters from one
unchscrved VO in the viecinity of cocrdinates (DS 787415)s Co B returncd
firc with 20 t¢ 30 rounds small arms fire and six M~79 rounds in direccticn
cf VC lccaticnes 4Lrea was searched with negative results.

(15) 281800H The Battalicn night defense porimcter and night
activities wore established in vicinity <f ceordinates BS 790414 between
Battolicn Objective 14 and 15. (Seo encl surc 6)

D. D#3. 1 March 1967. (See enclosurc 7)»

(1) ©10730H H&S Go at ccordéinatds (BS 788416) found cne 500 pound
US bomb. 3Bomb wes destrayed by engineers,

12
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(2) OITBIRH Co 3 ct S f,u T 4+14) recelved cne round of -~
sniper fire from unchservy adpol iv -ma¢“;gj oodrdinates \JS TO841 3), fired.
fron @n o cetinated range cf z 2t g, Co O returned fire with 20 to 30
rounds. smell arms fire and 6 i-T9 cwunds st suspected VO location. rma )
was searched with negative results.

(3) 0108455 The resupply helicopter while landing v1c1n1%v
coordinates (28 79041A) received 15 to 20 rcuncs small arms fire frem
vicinity coordinates (BS 786416)s Co D returncd 20 to 25 rounds small
arms fire. Cc B roturned 15 to 20 rsunds small arms fire. 4 squad from
80 3 searched arca with negative results., Result of contact; one USMC WILE.

(A) 010915H The med evac helicopter while landing at ccordinstes
T8 789417 ) received 10 tc 15 reunds autcmatic small erms fire from wn-
checrved sniper in vicinity of cccrdinates (BS 785415). Co D returncd fire
with 50 tc 60 rounds small arms fire and twe M-79 rounds., The arca vas
searchcd ghortly after the med evac was completed and Cr C and 8¢ B crossed
the line of departure tc secure Objective P. Remult ¢f cinteety cne USHC
WL, 5. Med ovac was completed at 0940.

(5) 010940H Co C and Cc B crcssed line of departure to commence
scarch anc destroy operatlon w1th Co 3 on the left and €o C on the right
t0 seccure Objectives ® and F. - D meved to secure Battalion Cbjective 16. ..
The Command Group moved with Co D

(6) 011000E Co D secured Battalicn Ubjcctive 16

(7) 011030H Co B at coordinates (BS 800426) cbserved one VC. running
cut of ftunnel after assault units had passed at coordinates (BS 799426),
wearing khakl npajamass VO attempted tc flee southe Co B fired 15 rsunds
small srms fire and cnz M=79 round at V0. The VC was wounded ancd before he
fell, he pulled pin on a grenade. The grenade exploded and the VC hlow
himedlf up, Tunnel was searched with negative results. Result of contact;
ne YO KIL confirmed,. ’

(8) 011135H Co C while cucnducting search and destroy operations
frem Objeetive I vicinity of coordinates (BS 800420) $c Ubjective F vicinity
of cooxiinates (B8 807427), rocelved approximately 150 rounds automatic
and smell armg fire from an estimated 20 to 30 VO dressed in black pajamass
Co C retburned.fire with 400 rcunds small arms fire and 11 M~-79 rounds. Ca C
physically pursucd the VC. The arca was scarched and 6o C found 12 VC KIi
confirmed, estimnde 2 VC KI.L prcbable, apprehended 4 VOC and captured cne
M-l rifle, 3 US carbines, cne Russian bolt action weaprn, twr M-26 grensdes,
cne hememade grenace, 14 carbine magazines, 10 c¢lips of 30 caliber ammuniticn,
3 cartridge. helts and one camcflagued helmet. @aptured VO, weapcns and
equimncnt ferwerded to Tth Maorines 8-2. Co C sustained twe USMC easusltics,
1 WI.NL and cne WL,

(9) O11300E Co ¢ and Cu B secured Objective L.
(1¢) 011600H Co € and Cc B secured Objcctive F.

(11) 011900H The Battalion night defensive perimeter and night
sotivities werc cstablished in viecinity coordinates (BS 800424 ) between

-

Objoctive  and Fo (Sce enclcsure 8).
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(1) 020030K Cc 3 scetir of th. 7ofensive perimeter at coordinates
(SS 802424) recgived two inc ming frogmentation gronades from an undetcrmined
direetien and frem an cstimated onc VC. Grenade hit approeximatcly 30 metcrs
short of the defonsive porimeter and landed abiut 20 meters apart. No fire
vas returnef. 4L patrol searched arca where gron des were suspected to have
boen tharown frome Tho perimeter went into a 100% alort. Thc search of the
areca was concluded with nogative results.

D+d, 2 @arch_l967. (5rao w3,

(2) 020730H The Battali n maintained a patrol base at coordlnetes
(BS 800424 ) and conducted extensive patrolling of the arca throughcut %
loye  (See enclosure 9).

(3) 020900 Prtrol activity B-3 at coordinates (BS 789417) obscrved
two V¢ at coordinates (BS 785416) wesring greocn clothing, and carrying packs.
TC were at a distance of approximately 380 meters and it appeared VC werc
carrying weapons. Fatrol fired 20 rounds small arms fire at VC, VO moved
in a westerly directicn. 4n artillery missicn wag called end 8 105mm IIE
rovnds were fireds Patrol scarched area with negative results.

(4) 0209455 Petrcl activity D-21 at ccordinates (BS 7904223 chserved
a group of abrut 20 Victnamese civilians at coordinates (BS 790422 ) at &
distence of appreximately 200 meters. ss the patrcel aprriached the sroup

of eiviliens, cne civilian begen to run, the others, moved in a westerly
dircetivnte The patrcl shiuted halt in Vietnamesces The civilian that was
running helteds The VCS was apprchendeg ¥4S was abcut 18 years ¢ld and
hed no I.D, coard. Tho VCS was forwards % Marines S-2.

(5) 021000H Patr-l activity : . cccrdinates (BS 801429) fcund
2 hocklet crntaining VC scngs, pietw .5, lighter, whistle and asscrted
rndages, Items were ferwarded t¢ 7th Marincs S-2.

(6) 0210250 Patrcl activity €3 found 1 VCS hiding in a cave ab
crordinates (DS 812425). V03 was ab ut 25 years old, wearing black pajamas
an? had no L.D. cards VOS forwarde?d t¢ 7th lsrines S-2.

(7) 021100H Co D found a 250 peund bomb without markings, bemb
was destrcyed by engineers.

(8) 0212008 The Battalion arntinucd to conduct patrol activities in
the operstional area in the aftermoons Co D (=)(Rein) departed the petrol
bose o conduct a company size search and destrcy operation. (Sce cnclosure 9,

) (93 021240H Cc D while sweoping through hamlet at cocrd ‘inates

(DS 785418) obscrved 3 VO carrying packs at ceordinatos (BS 784418)s One
VC was dreossed in black, cnc in white and one in green trouserss The VG
spotted the Marines and began tc run in a westerly direction. Cc D fired
10 riunds small arms fire and physically pursuecd the VC. VG wearing the
groon trouscrs was capturcd. This VG carried a well stocked first aid kite
Marines continued t¢ pursue and cepture the VO weamrinp+whité twcvgers. This
VC wes carryinzis pack with-aesacybel clotping. larines continued- to puzrsue
Fx7 VG with negptive results. - This VC disappeared in a westerly 1rco+1on.
The 2 VCCy green pack with assorted clothing and well stocke7
were forwaried to 7th Marines S5-2,
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(IO 02tSAab Co D ~+ oo oo (.5 773423) received 40 to 50
rounds small ayms fire from o - .. V0 corrying weapons at

eccrdinates (BS 773422) a distanc. ¢. ~pprozximetely 100 meters.  The VC
hroke contact and fled in a westerly dircetion. While physically pursuing
VG, Co D fired 150 rounds small arms fire, tlree 315 rcunds, 12 M-T9

rounds and 40 6Com Hi rouwnds. srce was scarched and Co U found one VC WIL,
one M-l rifle, 100 rounds 30 eslibor ammuniticn, cne carbine with 20ro unds
+30 calibor ammuniticn, cne M=26 grenade, one ChiCem grenade, one sartridge
belt, assorted 782 gear and two green packs. The wounded VO and all captured
cquipment forworded to@ 7th Mnrines 5-2.

(ll) 021515H Cc D (—)(Rein) while consclidating the Company at
scordinates (BS 774422) and (BS 774417) had one pletcon, the covoring force
in pesiticn to cover the cthor platoon as it erossod the rico paddy. Ls tho
platoon attempted to cress the rice paddy, Co D reccived approximately 500
rounds of automatic and semi-automatic woapens fire from vieinity ccerdinatos
(38 771416), (BS 773419), (BS 769423) and (BS 768418) from an estimated
well dispersed 10 to 15 VC. VC fired from 4 locaticns, rangeos varying
fr0m 300 ¢ 600 meters. The platoon sustained two USMC casunlties ne it
attempted t0 cross rice paddy. Co U returned firs with 2000 rounds of small
erms firc, 15 M~79 rounds, and four 3.5 rounds. .4n airstrikc was called
along the railroad trock vicinity cOOrdinates (BS 768418) with good targct
covorage. wrtillory was called ¢ scrcon the arca with smcke so casualtics
could he evacuated from ricce padly. d4rtillery fired 85 105mm WP rounds,
During the smuke screcn the casualties were removed from the rice paddy.

4 helicopber med evac was offectelds Cc D eonsclidatcd its forces and continv
en its mission. Result of contact two USMC WIAZ. It is estimated thnt thore
wers five prebable VO Kli.

(12) 021700H Co D roturned to the Battalion patrol base.

(13) 021800E The Battalion defensive perimoter and night activitics
werc orgzanized between objectives i and F, (See enclosure 103.

Ge D4, 3 March 1967, (Seo encl: sure 11)

(1) 03063CH 1st Battalicn, Sth Marines at cccrdinates (38 800424)
croanized into a tactical column for movement to vieinity Nuil Dang
ceordinates (38 815393) the tactical moved along Highway 1 at coordinstes
(BS '801393) the tactical cclumn received 40 to 50 rounds autcmatic and
semi~svtomatic weapons firce from ceordinates (BS 796397) tc (BS 795394)
from ranges verving in distence from 400 to 700 mcters. Number ¢f VO
werc undctormined and ungbserved. Cc € returned firce with approximately
50 rounfs small arms fire., Cc B returned fire with appreximately 20 rounds
of small arms firc ~nd twe 3.5 WP rounds, Thc area was not scarcheds. The
1s% Dettalion, 5th Marines continucd on its assigned missien to Dui Dang
et cosr’inates (D8 815%86),

(2) 0309%0H lst Battelicn, 5th Marines (-)(Rein) arrived at Nui
Deng vicinity coordinates (BS 815386). 4waiting transportation for cx~

frastion from the operational arcae.

(3) 031800  Operaticn "DiSOTU/DHCKHOUS: VI was #orminated.
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() Pergrmnel

(1) FTricendly
Kl 1
DOW 1
WILi 9
WLLNY 3
NBCL T
(2) Bnomy
KT Genfirmed 17
X1 Frobeble 8
VCS Lpprehende? 4
v espburcd 7
V3 Win 1 (counted with VCC)

N . . ,
(b) Zouirment and Materials

4 packs containing asscried clothing

1 »ackege asscrted cdocuments

2 US rifles M=l

4 US Carbincs

1 Russian bolt action rifle

14 carbinc magezines

180 rounds +30 caliber ammunition for M-1 rifle
4 cartridge belts

1 weamouflake pi% helmet

1 hecklet of VO songs

1 VC lighter

1 VC whistle

16
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L—aweenbed—etk V0 banderer .

1 well stocked first kit

20 rounds, 30 caliber smmuniticn for carbine
assorted 782 gear
1 waok werk kit
(2) Destroyed
1 250 peund bemb (US)
2 500 pound bembs (US)
2 bunkers 3! X 10' X 10!
1 small cave
1 bochy trapped ChiCim grenacde
1 reinfrerced conerete bunker 20! X 10t X 3!
3 bunkers 4t X 8! X 4!
L tunnel 10' X 3' X 41!

1 tunnel complex 50 motors longz 4' X 4' three lead off tunnels 10!
long 3 X 3!

1 bl ckheuse 15" X 15 X 18!

1 tunnel complex 80 meters leng 4' X 4' with lead c¢ff tunnel 100
meters leng 4V X 4Y

3 M=26& grenades
1 VC hcme made grenade
1 Chicom Grenade

12, uadministrative Remarks

Le Sunply ané Logistics. 411 resupply wns accomplished with the use
cf helisopters. Resupply was adequate as units submitted timely resupply
roquest as cstablished in the administrative plan. w1l resupply request
woere ¢ nsclidated by HST and were transmitted over the HST Net to the Lol
The troops carried threec centeens of water. 6 MCI's were carrisdd by cach
nen ond proved adequate for a pericd of threc days.

17
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P. Mpintensnge. Mo difldicul’r « o oxporicnoed in maintenance of cquip-
ment end weapons. Troops cerrict w...le cleaning equipment to neintain

papens ~nd equ1pment in & xtlﬂf’otory oper:sting condition for the dur~tien
of rwer"+1on "DJbOTQ/DACKHL S VI,

0, Treatment and Lvacuation of Casualtics.

(&) Modical evacuation to thce Field Hospital at Iui Deng was
rapidly offocted. 4t the hespital temperery treatment ¢ould be glven
ané evacuaticns were availsble to the USS Iw0 JOs LPH-2 and cther
a8, “merpency cases ceuld be treated expedicusly because of the shert
fly ng time t® the LS4 fram the combat area. S~-1 an¢ S-4 representatives
was located 2t the medical receiving areas t® ocllect equipment end repcrt
mediea] evacuees t® parent unit.

D. Transpcertation.

(a) Transpertation utilized, was provided by 7th Motor Transpsri
Battalicn to transfer lst Battalirn, 5th Marines frem the cumbat base to
Hi sir Facility on D-Day and frem Quang Nagi to the lst BDattalicn,
5th Marines cOmbat base on D+5. Transportation provided was adeguate and
fast,.

2]

e crmunicaticnse.

( ) Few oroblems were encountered with ccmmunications cn Operatin
"Dl ULO/DHCLLUU@M VI*e The proper we of HST nets facilitated smocther
resupply and med evac system. Wire lines werxre lald when the Jattalicn
entored o night sccurity position. These lines proved to be reliable and
allowed the volume of reftic traffic to be at a minimum,.

(b) Minor problems werc encountored with the H-138 ha dsets which
coused radios to become inoperative. Llmost all of the diffieult, which
wes enecuntered with the H-138 handset, was due tg moisture condensation in
thc transmitter cloment. :

e  Medical Lvaluaticne

(a) In the ficlé, treatment of camualtics was acecmplished by 7
crpsmon with each rifle company and by the Battalicn Surgenn and 5 ccrpsmen

in the Battalicn wid Staticn. dvacuation was acccmplished by helicoepter
te the LSi which was used as clearing area. It was found advisable in
gvoouges of routine classification thet the Battalion Surgecn should be
crnsulted when the evacuee is in clese proximity to the Battalicn uid
Staticn. Overall, the Battalion experienced ne-difficulty in evacuation of
vaeualticss Helicophters arrived quickly te evacuate camualties frim the

Gpgrnting area. Corpsmen carried additicnal high usage medical supplies,
which avoided a request fer resuprly.

—

18
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1%, Special Houipm ‘ and Technigreg. . ’ L

(a) Wire rudders werc uwed e vely on cperation''DESOTO/DBCKHOUSE VIY
and proved valueble in locating c:n o ad tunnel complexes.

() ™o rice bags were carried by all perscmnel t¢ fadilitate bagring
of rice caches, sghould any be found during the cperation., Ko significant
rice caches were found, however,

(e) Psychological warfare ccnsisting of leaflet dreps and aerisl
broadcasts were restricted, due te the exfiltraticn cof enemy units and the
leonl populace fyrom the gperating arcas

14. Commonders Jmalysise

, (a) 41l attachments were effected en D=1 which permitted adequate time
. cr planning and briefing.

(h) Operation MDuSOTU/DLCKHOUSS VIM afforded cppertunity to employ
ccmbined suppirting arms and exercise the Battaliom FSC fo0 a areater
extent then during recent previeus cperaticns.

(¢) 411 missions assigned by higher headqunrters were acccmplished,

15. Recommendaticnsa

(e) It is recommended that Lieiscn Officers be exchanged when conducting
joint operstions with allied fereess Past cperaticns have proved the value
- & Liaigon Officer particular when allied units are operating close ¢
ecmnon boundaries.

(b) It is reccmmended that equipment subh as H=-138 handsets and
smntorna bases be established in the LS. as a float item for direct exehange
“uring cperaticns. '

N AT
A sk

By directicn

COPY TO: €O, 5th Marines
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nrosented by Villege snd pigiric

2. Ppeoches werg

13 “ - o ey ¥ ay 3 T gy i P T

tape rooooding of a speech by Prenier 8L50
and mo

i
utdllize . with numesous pre
plans for 1967 wers digscuss

4

PRGETan D sede puraoge of
are explained. 2000 psy-wsr leallets and ROWSPEDOrS
pacple.

3. GCounty Falr 5«12 vas careied out sifcotively o thot the oo LGE g
congnizant t0 the fgot that thelWH and allicd Fforces willi probect tio people frow
the V&, Four families were so iuuressed with tho Gounty Folr tisthiey requestsd
to ba relocated to the foothill of Ky Bich Refugoes sres vieinity SOURD (BT 334175

Yhe four families vere velooniedl? Mavch 1967.

4o Commander's Analvsis,

County Fadr 5-12 achieved success in the accomplishoent of bhe miesion, ‘The
people were very atbentive 4o all the specches dclivercd, and dizployed activ
response with shougs of "Go away VO" to a fev of Hherspovchos. The sims

south Vietnamess Covernuent were exolained b0 the poople ond the South
¥iag was raissd, vhich contributed t0 the overall of fectivoness of the
GUN officials werc pleased with thac operation and felt thas Dovote &'s
added £

2 great deal to the significance of the £flzg cermony. The village chie
was especilly grestful and indicated that his -cople look forwerd o ~dditicnal
county fairs in the fuilure.
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{2} 34 women

§1:.: 19 men

Lo} 25 children
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cone for mevizs, which woere beth puy-wer snd ent efa taining.

Populace dispersed at 2130,

Sorecning and chscking of civiliaps e

seroened 11 Harsh,

“;J‘h
e

P i PR, GNP Py g ey Ty,
wod (% S50 W
R W e T
)

[
L

&

=

Foita
D
Seenge?

tinned 211 doy snd 300 persons waro

12 March:
{1) Pacple veassembled af 0830,
{2) F¥'s formed hener ymm for srwivel of Reveis &.
iE} People gathered degether and $old ef Devete 6 srrivel.
{4) Devote & and Disledge 6 briefed by Distwicd Chiel.
i&,} Deveto 6 presented Ses TH Flag % Distriet Chief. Flag veising cemeuony.
}6) vete & and ather ViPle initiate gift giving
{7} Davoie € and J‘ﬁ sled ’é brinlsd Iy Oetiazs G
é& Depaxriure of VIP'a.
{‘Exg Heon meal sexved to 600 perscns.
{10} Remainder of FifEs given out thusugh village chisf %o hamiste,
Gomiedities given suis
{a) 3000 1vs W&lgﬁ:‘ vheat
{b} 3000 ibs Cerw
{e) €00 1bs wiee
(&) 102 gallons saldd eil
{e} 3 baxes ﬁ@ihmg
?f} 4 egz'pan T kits
{11} MpdCap ;r@a: 3 1‘65 LOPSOnS
&) 89 wemen - '
E%} 38 man
{o) 44 children
DetifCap treated 55 porsems « 32 exbractisns.
{a) 26 vonen
(b7 14 nen
{67} 15 children
) Poeple redturned e hemes ab 1700 with giffa.
) 214 edditionsl pewsevs sexesnsd.

Deporture of Hamlet 0ffiecials who exyressed thenks for Ceundy Feir.
2lice of C@'zmw Fair =it

é

Depdlop trsated siraggle
Agsisted 4 familiss movs @@m@mel %3@ @iﬁg@ from "*?m
ef Ky Bich Refugee ares vicinildy csexd 3P 3386175,

AN R o) 1 gt fed

by e M 80 QN D

Hge (3} te feothiils
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{10) Pgssed ow
{11) None

(12) Tetal MedCap -~ 325
a) 152 woman
b)) T2 nen
¢) 101 children
Total Dentlap = 141
8] 43 children
b} 34 nmen
¢) 64 wemen
a} 75 omtractions

¢

¢ 2000 psy-war leafleis and F0OO BEVEPRLEIS.

Shewed meviss
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Refs {a) §a§~§ Vietnam AMS LT0L4, {1350,000), sheets 86397%,
&5 ‘?%“I‘é"

9‘3230@2 S0P for Operations
20 33%% fules of Engegement

5y

o3 2@@% s ad Lommunicetions SOP

%*

Fonart e Rigsas® Fold
g
?3

M%ﬂm\n
& O g
F"ﬁ

5

Task (te&gmizati@fn = dmnex A {Task Urgenizabion) Cery

2
&

1. ST

as - Enemy F&I{\?ﬁﬁ

v éﬁ:&} The 14%h aund T706th 1¥ Uompaniss sre oonfimmad wilds;
@r@@&mmg n the objeetive sren. The largest fg::z,%,gcs:gzﬁ?; oot
wnits axe s:g.. Blmm &@%a& =5 S0mm montar and the . alibar o
there i3 an astimnded nins g’da:.—I.‘I?i,s.énB in gaeh of ’mw follow:
Tm Hae end Thon Heol. Thess guerrillas are used as éé@@xm‘@

Yo 3

A@H IS foreas aprrosc "hﬂ@nf irped wnits in this
he 57th Baottalien and the F6th Main Forow Company.

Eplendly Forses,

{1) sthMar contimues dofenze of assigned TAOR,

Ed

A Y ) S 2 e \d v Be T #Y Err g I
{2, 5eaBn, Sther continuer defonse within TAUR.
£2) Aviiliswy,

fa & . 2 . o
§4) Mr. Is¥AW provides heliecpier apd fizmel wisg sup

B | i%‘%a@}mm%ﬁ 804 Jetechwents, Annex & [Tush Gogenizatien)

2. HISSIOW

Cemmensing S=Hour on De=Day, lei¥n, Sth¥er{«
in ohjestive sres for a pericd of abunt 5 do e o
eapinre wHapens, E ieonery, unoover harhor &i"éé;% i
Pl },%g&@:ﬁ riare opavations to the maximw

~..q
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UARTERS ‘

HEADQ
iat Battalion, 5th Marinas

;

DG -

18t Marine Iiiv: icu {Doin) PMP
FPU, Son #ocicisco §6602

3/m4/aaa

3480
Sers No.
O 2‘%@:67
Fpomt  Commending Officer 1 GO - 6 7
Tot Commanding Officer, 5th Marines Cery P o ; ; 4 Goptes:

Subjs After Action Renort Operation "ITPPECANCE™

b) 1stBn, Sthilar Freg Order 13-67 .
¢) Maps: Vietnam AMS L7014, 1:50,000, Sheets 6639, 66401I,
6740I1I, 67391V

Roft ga§ Div0 3480,1

nelt El; Opcration Overlay D-l
2) Opcration Overlay D-Day
%) Night Activitics and Disposition Overlay D-Day
4) Operation Overlay D+l
5) Night Activities and Disposition Overlay D+l
§) Oporation Overley D42
7) Night Activities and Disposition Overlay D42
8 ) Operation Overley D3
9) Night Activities and Disposition Overlay D43
' (103 Oporation Overlay D+4

(11) Night Activities and Disposition D+4

(12) Operation Overlay D+5

1, CODE FNAME AWD TYPE OF OPERATION.
Overation "TIFPECANOE" (Search and Destroy)

2; DATES. OF OPTRATTON..

1312008 to 181200H March 1967

3+ LOCATION, Vieinity of the northwestorn crea of the lst Battalion,
5th Mrrines TACR and adjacent to the RAOR, in the LY TIN and TiM KY
Districts, TM KY Province Republic of Victnam, on mep shects SMS 7014,
1:50,000 shects 66391, 6640II, 6740III, 67391V,

4, COMYND HEADQUARTIAS.

00, 1stBn, 5thMar (~)(Rein) ' LTCOL P, L. HILGARTNGR
co, BE—), 1stBn, Sthilar _ CAPT H. G. LYLES
00, C(~), 1stBw, SthMor CLPT Re Jo CaSWELL
€0, D(=), 1stBn, 5thMar CAPT Jo Jo CiRTY
N TEHVALS;

DECLAS 7 0 LARS,

DOL Dl 820010
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5. (T4SK oxzc:r.z-.mz.--.mUN),f L - s »
1st8n, SeMer (-)(Rein) ' LICOL P, L. HILGARTNZR
8 Co (~)(Rein) - " CAPT MCKLY (hoting)
H&S Co (~) . R
Dot, Btry D, 2ndBn, 11thMer - - g
Det, Sub Thit- 2, Hgbh, lstifarDiv
Det, Co B, 1lstSPBn
Det, Co B, lstingrBn
Kit Carson
LRVE Im
Co B_{=)Rein) CLPT LYLES
Co B(-)
FO Tm, Btry D, 2ndBn, 1llthic
8¢dy Co B, lsténgrBn
Det, Co B, 1stSXBn . e *

Det, HqCo, Sthier
Det, H%S Co, lstdn, Sthilar

Det, Comm PLt

Déﬁ, Med Plt
PO Tm, 8Lmm Mortar Flt
S-2 Scout
FiC T
Jot, ARVN Interpreter -

Co C{«)Rein) CAPT CLSWELL

Co G(=)

FO Tm, Btry Dy 2ndBn, 1lthMar

$8d4, Co B, lstEngrBn
Det, Co B, 1stSPBn

- % - N
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6.

Det, H&S Co, 1stin, ...~

Det, Comn Pt

Det, Med T1t

Dot 81lmm Morter Pt

8-2 Bcout?

FiC Tnm

Det, ARVH Interprcter

Xit Carson Scout

Co, D(~)(Rein)

Co D(-)

FO T, Btry D, 2ndBn, lltHWiar

Sqdy Co B, Llstingr Bn

Det, Co B, letSPBa

Det, HgCo, 5thlMar

Det, H&S Co, lstdn, Sthifar

Det, Comm P1t

Det, Med PLt

FO Tm, 8lmm Mortar Plt

8-2 Scout

F..‘"-LC Tﬂ'l

Det; LRVN Interpreter

Xit Cardon Scout

81lom Mortar Plt (=)

SUPPORTING ™. ..

s b

DECLASSIFIED

CiPT CLRTY

GYSGT LISEMBY




DECLASSIFIED

(1) Helicoptors. To o . throughout the operation
for medical evecuations end roai LLS310NSe

(2) Fixcd Winz., On D+l six fixed wing aircraft cxpended 16 250
pound bombs, 7 Napalm bombs, 6 500 pound bombs and 160 2,75 rockets at an
estimeted 25-30 VC, vicinity coordinates (BT 327107). The fixed wing
aircroft were on torget from O915H to 0950d. Four encmy positions were
destroyed and blood trails werc found by the assault elements of the
companys. On D+ two fixed wing aireraft were on station, but were not
utilized due to ciose proximity of friendly troops to the target arca.

(3) herinl Obscrver. A40's werc requested on a daily basis, but
not ~lwoys on stntion at the ftime reguested duc to aircraft availability.
The 01-C aircraft was a valuable assct to the ground commander during the .
operation. w

(4) Genoral, The naturc of enomy targets within the objective arce
precluded fthe continuous usc of fixed wing zircraft. Having air suprort
on ¢all proved to be the most practicable method for utilizaticn of aircraft.

B. ixtillery Support. sxrtillery support was provided by Battery I,
4th Bottelion, llth Marines in gencral supports, wrtillery was used to
best advantagzes on D-Day by Company C. Five missions were fired with
108, 155 rounds expended. Coverage of the targets was uniformly good.
Blood trails were found.

B&I's werc fired cxtensively by ertillory and organic weaponse H&I's
wore fired ot known VC ectivitices, harbor sites, infiltration and escaje
routes located during the days. & total of 57 8lmm rounds, 53 105mm rounds
and 53 155mm roundes werc cxpendeds On call illumination and Hi missions
were planncd to support tactical mancuvers end night activities. ﬂﬁh

To INTELLIGENCH,

Lo Bstimate of Inemy Situntion, Strength and Disvosition in the Objcetive

(1) Forces anticipated in the immediate objective arcas

IWIT LOCLTION STRENGTH TaCTICLL DISPOSITTUN
14th IF Co BT 3211 Q0 Tnknown
706th LF Co BT 3113 80 Tnlnown

(2) The operational objective was to locate and destroy the VC units
in the objcctive arcas

D. VC stronzth and Situation sctuslly Found as the Operation was Conducto!

Iight contact was maintained as the opcration was conducteds Contacts
were characterized by the encmy initiating the action with heavy automatic
and semi~cufgpmatic smell arms firc from well concealed positions at moximum

‘ ranges, witldrawifig promptly to aviod continuing contact.

YR ™
4 o
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C, VC Units Identifios

Y.  Sigmificont Tntelli. cioe . o Lis

(l) Informetion obtained from initial interrogation of detainces
and the discovery of silhoutte targets, vicinity of coordinates BT 3210,
indieated that this orec is being used as o training site by the 14th 1P Co,
This comnony, commended by CCNG, was said to be armed with one 60mm morter,
once mochine gun and o wdetormined emount of individual weapons.

(2) Tho Victnamese populace screcned revealod that a lerge VC unit
travels this valley regularly., These units when moving are well disperscd,
avold main trails; and conceal weapons in bundles of wood to avoid
detoction,

7

He Torrzine

(1)

riticel Terrsin.

c
(:
(

jae]

) Eill 302 NUI Ya
) Hill 68

o’

(2) The terrain in the immodistc objective arca is composcd of
narrow strips of paddy lond bounded by thickly brush covered hills.

(3) Obstacless YNonc

(4) avenues of approach, Trails in the operational area were from
good to oxcellent for foot troops. o suitable route for tracked vehicic
movenent into the opcrational arca was established,

(5} Cross Country Movemont, s difficulty was cncountercd by
infontry units and during the dry scason little difficulty can be expected
for tracked vehicle movement in operational arecs

8. MISSION,
Comencing H~Hour on D-Day the lst Dattalion, 5th Marincs conducts

nated scarch and destroy operations in the objective srea to locate
and destroy local force VG,

Q. COHCEPT QF OriR.,TIOH.

To move 3 companics and a Command Group via 3 routes into the
opecrational arca and conduct coordinated secarch and destroy opcratiens.

(2) Dl

posieStomet

-

(1) Company B and the Commend Group werc pro-positioned and in the
final stamges of "wrapping up! County Fair 5-12, in vicinity of 3ich Ngo 3
at coordinates (BT 34%170). Company € moved overland- from lst Battelionk

5th Horines Combat Base into position vicinity Patrol Base 2 coordinates
(BT 337124 ), Redio Relay was ostablished vieinity pecxdinatoes (BT 358130).

5
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(1) On D-Day Compaz : cerlooed trom 1st Battelicn, 5th Marines
Combat Base into positicm viciuiv; :.urcl Base 4 coordinates (BT 366090).
Company B and Commend Group commenced movement from vieinity cocrdinates
(BT 343170) to Patrol Base 1 vicinity cocrdinates (BT 317143). Vhen all
wnits were in the cperaticnal area, the lst Battalion, 5th Marines ecmmenced
cecordinated search and destroy operations.

16 XOUTION,
(a) D=l. 12 March 1967. (See Enclosure 1) )

(l) 12120CH Company C commenced movement by foot from lst Battalion,

5th Marines Combet Base at coourdinates (BT 397145) tc Patrol Base 2 ﬁ“’
vieinity coordinetes (BT 368121).

(2) 121600E Radic Relay was established in vicinity coordinataes
(BT 358130 ). '

(3) 121830H Company C arrived at Fatrol Base 2 and established
perimeter and night activities. (Bee knclosure 1)

(b) D=Days 13 March 1967. (See inclosure 2) )

(1) 130810H 501 (Sqd $&D) at cocrdinates (BT 325115) received
approximately 50 rounds small arms fire from an estimated 5 unobserved
V6 vicinity cocrdinates (BT 320112). Sniper fire was received from the
souwbhcast et a range of 300-400 meters., Fatrol returned 200 rounds small
arms fire and 5 M-79 rounds, A4rtillery was called and 12 155mm BE rcunds
were fired at suspected VO locationse Patrol 501 sustained six casualticss
VC broke contact and fled in an wnknown directions Company C meoved to i
join the patrol and searched the area with negative results. Result of
contact: 1 USMC DOW,; 3 USMC WLE and 2 USMC WL.NE.

(2) 130630H Compeny D commenced movenent by foot from lst Battelion,
5th Iarines Combat Base at cocrdinates (BT 397145) to Patrol Base 4 vicinity
~ eoordinates (BT 363088 ).

(3) 1309%20H Ccmpany B and Curymand Gxroup cosmsmcel movement by ‘foot
from vicinity coordinates (BTB4§L?0} to establish Patrol Base i in vicinity
coordinates (BT 315143 ).

(4) 1311304 Lead elements of Company C at coordinates (BT 321113)
observed one VC, in thick brush, at cocordinates (BT 321112) wearing green

clothing; carrying e pack. It appeared VC was cerrying a weapon, VC
spotted Marines snd started running. He disposed of his egquipment while
withdrawing. Marines pursued physicelly and fired 10 rounds small arms
fire which killed VC. .irea was searched aad Company ¢ fuund cne homemade
pack which contained assorted slothing and assorted military egaipment.
411 items forwarded to 5th Marines S-2, Result of contast: One VO KIi
confirmeds

6
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_ (5) 1312455 Cormica .atrol Base 1. Patrol Base
1 did not provide adequats oos. s For controllirs the operations
The Commanding Officer establishou #atrol Base 1 Aipha at coordinates
(BT 312139), -

(6) 13800 Company B found one ChiCom grenade wranped in wex
pancr at coordinates (BT 312157)e The srenade was destroyed by cnginecrse

(7) 131305 Gompany B while moving from ccordinates (BT 313145)
towerd Patrol Basc 1 4lpha at coordinates (BT 315143) reccived aprroximately
10 4o 15 rounds smell arms fire from an cstimated 2 to 3 unobsoerved VC
vicinity coordinstes (BT 305148), a distence of approximately 600 meters.
Comnany B suprressed VO fire with 50 rounds small arms fire and 5 3.5 WP
rouads ond continuced movement toward Iatrol Base 1 Alpha with tho mission
of providing sccurity for the Commend Group.

(8) 131330H Company B while moving to Patrol Base 1 4lpha
vicinity coordinates (BT 312138) exccuted o Recon by firc vicinity
coordinntes (RT 312139) and triggoered a VO ambush consisting of an
estimated 15 V0, VC fired approximately 150-200 rounds small arms fire
from well concealed and well dispersed positions in vicinity coordinates
(BT 307140) en@ (BT 308145) (Objective 4 Company B returned 150 rounds
of small arms fire and 15 60mm HE rounds and moved to sccure Ubjective d.
area wos searched with negative results.

(9) 1313454 Company C at coordinates (BT 327109) received oo
romd~8f sniper fire from a hut et coordinntes (BT 228108), a distanc:
of appreximetely 150 metors. Company C returned 20 rounds small arms
fire, assaulted mt and observed two VC males attempting to flec from
the hut. One VO was wearing black shirt and blue shorts, the othor VO
was weering o checkerced shirt and greoon shorts. Onc VO was ¥illed and
the other VO fell ag if hite The VC that appearced o be hit got up and
stnrted rumming, Marincs pursued physically, but lost contact with

“fleeing VO due to thick brush. Lrea was searched end Marines found ene

Mexrine- Corps towel and ene pair of utility type trousers in 2wt whore VC
had been hiding. Result of contact: One VO KIA confirmed and ong VO
WLi probebles

(10) 1314301 Comrany B at coordinates (BT 321138) apprehended fwo
nele Victnemese detainces, about 58 years of age. The Kit Carson guestionod
the detainecs and determined that the detainees had information conccerning
the opcrational srea. One detaince had o notebeok containing a list of
supplics he had given the V0. The two deteinces and the notebia® wore
forworded to 5th Morines S-2, —

(11) 1314408 Company C at coordinates (BT 329110) reccived 500-~700
rounts .30 caliber and 10 to 15 rounds 50 caliber seniyauvtomatie fire
from an wonobscrved number of VC from an cstimnted distance of 300 meters,
in viecinity of coordinates (BT 328108). Compeny C returncd 2000 Pounds
small orme firee Artillery mission was called and 67 155mm F3 and WP
rounds were fired in vicinity coordinates (BT 326105), Company C* -
scarched ares and found blood trails which werc followed with negative
results, Result of contact: One USMC XI4, 3 USMC WLGE, 1 USMC WL,

5 VC XTh probzblec end 5 VC WIL probablcs ‘ '

7
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(12) 33360570 trol 5B2 (Plt S&D) at coordina‘ (BT 303141) received .
approxinately 350 rounds semi/automgtic st oam firéd from an estimated 15 to 20

unobserved VO vicinity coordinate. i wnge of approximately 500 meters
Patrol returned 400 rounds small . . : coounds and 4 LudWs, and assaulted
the VC position. VC broke sontact - 1 odn uadetermined direetions. srea was

searshed with negative results. Hesult i contact:s 2 USMC WL.Z.

(13) 131500H Patrol 5B2 (Plt 5&D) at coordinates (BT 300143) smotted one VC
a% soordinates (BT 300144) wearing green type utilities and carrying an M-l rifle,
Patrol 532 fired approximately 10 rounds small arms fire and VO fell in a bruchy
area as if hite. J.rea was searched and 2 60mm mortar camnisters and a blood trail
was founde, Blood trail was followed with negative resulits. Cannisters were
destroyed by 5-2, Result of contact: One VO WLi probable.

. (14) 1517555 Co D at coordinates QBQ 54@087) received 15 rounds small arms
fire from an estimated 2 VO at gogrlinzies (D% 2460070 at a range of 200 meters, VC
were not observed due to heavy fmfler brush Co D returned 29 rounds small arms fires
VC broke contacte. Most likely route or withdrawal was in a westerly direction.ﬁﬁiez

was searched with negative result. Result of sontact: One USMC XKZL..

. (15) 131900H 411 eompanies esteblished night defensive perimeters and night
activities. Commend Group was with Co B, (See Enclosure (3)

Co Dtl. 14 March 1967. (See inclosure (4) )

(1) 140700H /11l wnits moved to effect a linkup with Co C. Co C established
a sguad blocking force and conducted search and destroy patrol activities. (See
Enclosure (4) )

(2) 1407303 Patrcl 501 {gqd S&D) at coordinate &BT 3268199 ), while moving
Yo establish a blocking positior vieinity coordinaies EB 520104), received 15-20
rounds automatic smaell arms fire from an estimated 1-2 VC at coerdinatses (BT 327103 ;
a distance of approximately 150 meters. Patrol returned 100 rounds small arme fire
and 15 M=79 rounds, Patrol assaulted VO positions and searched area with negiiive
results,

(3) 140826 Patrol 502 (P1t S&D) at cocrdinates (BT %7 1092) received

200 rounds semifautcmetic small erms fire from an estimated 6 $0” 20 wnohserved

VC located at coordinates (BT 327187 ), a distanse of approximately 500 meters,
Petrol returncd 390 rounds small arms fire, 20 ¥~79 rounds, § 60mm EE rounds,

and 2 3.5 WP rounds. . UH~1E on station strafed suspected VC locations. im air
strike was called utilizing an £0. 4drcraft expended 16 250 pound bombs, 7 napalm
bombs, 6 500 pound bombs, and 160 2.75 rockets on suspected VO locations. VG

broke contact end fled in an unknown direction. « platoon searched area and found
26 freshly dug fighting holes, a pair of blood stained tan shorte aand blood trails
leading south end southwest. Blood trails were followed and area was searched with
negative results, M~60 machine gun links and expended casings were found in one of
the fighting holes, with numerocus 30 caliber casings for M-l and carbines, laying
around in the other fighting holes. Result of contact: 4 VO KLi probable, and

5 VC WLi probable.

(4) 141015H Lead elements of Co By while moving along a trgilg found one
booby trapped ChiCom grenade at coordinates (BT 326118, « trip wire was attached
to the grenade which ran across the trail. ChiCom grenade was destroyed by
enginears.

(5) 141040H Co D at coordinates (BT 346086) received 10 roumds autqmatic
weapons fire from nn unobserved VC sniper located in heavy brush at an estimated
range of 200 meters in vicinity ccordinates (B 348066). Co B returned 50 rounds
small erms fire end physically pursued VC. VC broke contact and fled in an
wndetermined dircction. Jdrea was searched with negativTﬁﬁau TSe DESUlL OL !

contact: 2 USMC WliE. nen ™ m

' ) / ! )
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(6) 141130.0 B at cocrematns (zr 330115)‘,&3 moving with Commend

Group in a tactical columa, to efiec L 0o C received 3 rounds of small
arps—fre—fromomeVe SQWPcﬂ fr ) : ~. . .of 500 to 600 meters at
coordinates (BL 322114 ), Yo £i. . s0 search was made tc locate

the VC snipera

\7) 14122345 Co D at coordinates (BT 345087) spotteu one VC carrvlng
a weapon, type unknown, wearing green type utilities rumning up a hill 2%
coordinates (BT 3450893 a Cistance of 200 meters. The VC had apparently sighted
the Marines and was trying to flee in a northly direction. Co D fired 20 rounds
small arms fire and physicelly pursued VG, It appeared VC fell as if hit when
Co D initially opendd fire, Co D lost sight of the fleeing VG, 0o D searched the
area and found a notebook obnuulnlng propaganda materisl, and two National Liber-
ation Front Flag Cards, that the VC had dropped in hiz haste to get awsy. Notebook
and Flag Cards forwarded to 5th Marines 8-2. Result of conbtact: One VO WI. probal

(8) 141318H Scout smiper team attached o Batrol 502 (P1t £&D) at coordi-
nates (BT 321193 ) observed one VG wearing blask pajamas enf o%rrylno a waeapon
moving east along a treeline in vicinity coordinates \BT %22108) at an estimated
range of 680 meters. Scoub sniper fired one round small aryme fire at V0. VC fell
behind rice paddy dyke and no further movement was observed, 4 fire team searched
arca vhere VC was last sighted with negative resulis. Result of coniect: Ons
VC WI. probable,

(9) 1416%0H Patrol 5BL (Sgd S& OP) at coordinates (BT 313111) foung 3
booby traps, a 155mm round, a 105m round and a 6&mm round. The 75)mm and 20%m
rounds were buriced sgbout one inch under the ground, with a hole dug beside ths
rounds 1% feet deep, 2 fcet wide and 2 feet long with a trip wire runnmng as108ss
the top of the hole. The 60mm round was standing fuse up in a hole 1% feet deep,
2 feet wide and 2 feet long, with a C ration can over the fuse of the rowmd.  Tho
were no visible wires atbtached, 411 the holes were sovered with C raticorn Tiiss.
Engineers destroyed the bouby traps the following day.

(10) 141635H 41l units linked up at coordinates (BT 327L06) and esteili .
a Battalion perimeter,

(11) 14183@H The perimeter area was searched ard found numerous caves and
tunnels, which were reporicd and destroyed the following day. Units found 35 M-14
nagazines loaded with 20 rounds 7.%2mm wrapped in bananz leafs, onc grey uniform
and five bamboo sillouttce tarzetse Items forwarded tc 5th Marines -2

(12) 141980 The Batbalion night defensive perizeier and night activities
were established. (See Enclosure (5

(13) 141930H Co D perimeter at cocrdinates (RT %27108) received approxi-
mately 30 rcunds small arms fire and 2 M-79 rounds from en umobserved and
ubdetermined number of VC, from an estimeted range of 150 Ho 300 meters atb
coordinates (BT 325105)s Co C fired one cleymore mine at suspected VO locations.
VC broke contact and fled in unknown direction. The perimeter was alerted. &
fire team from Co C was dispatched to search the area. irea searched with
negative resultse
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14) 1423005 Ccr soordinates (BT 319105)
received approximetely 1. . e 2ews fire, 3 hand grenades,

and two heavier detonations, i. ..-oly 60mm mortar rounds, from an
estimated range of 200-600 meters in vicinity coordinates (BT 3332105),
Origin of the heavy weapons fire was rot Gesermined. Fire was

received from an estimated 5 to 10 unobserved VC. Company B did not
return fire, The following morning one M-26 grenade was found and
destroyed by engineers. It appeared that the grenade had been thrown
into the perimeter the previous night, The pin on the grenade was
partially pulled. A few minutes after the VO fire subsided Company ©
noticed a burning sensation of the eyes and running of the nose; which
indicated the use of a chemical agent. Permieter was alerted and troops
were ordered to put on field protective masks. The agent drifted from
southwest to northeast across the defensive verimeter. Sectors held by
Comnany C, Company D and the Command Group received z dose of the agergh
The agent was persistant for approximately 10 minutes. Dose rate was
light. Probable method of dissemination was accomplished with two
chemical burning type munitions, employed approximately 200 meters upwind
of the terget area. All units accounied for all chemical grenades. The
area was secarched for possible evidencs which would have indicated what
method was used to disseminate the agents Search was conducted with
negative resulis.

Do DX2. 15 Merch 1967, (Jee Enclosurc {6) )

(1) 1507008 During the morning, all units conducted extensi:
seerch and destroy activities south of Cbjective D in vicinity grid
squeres (BT 3210) (BT 3310), (BT 3209), (BT 3309

(2) 150900H Scout Sniper team attached with patrol 5C1 in
Faoeking position at coordinates (BT 321103) observed 5 to 7 VC, movingj
northwest, wearing black pajamas and carrying wespons at a range of
apprrimately 700 meters in vicinity coordinates (BT 324112)., Scout Sniper
team fired one round small arms fire at VC. One VO fell as if hit, the
other VC picked up wounded VC and movsd into heavy brush. The area
was not scarched. Result of contasts Une VC WIA probables

(3) 1509%0H Patrol 5D2 (Flt S&D) at coordinates (Bi 333098)
reccived 3 rounds small arms fire from one unobserved VC at coordinates
(BT 333096) from a distance of approximately 200 meters. No fire was
returnad. A fire team searched area for V¢ sniper with negative results.

Py - . H . A . - . L e -

(4) 151007E Company C while in vicinity cscrdinates (BT 52?¥05).
found numcrous caves and fighting-hoics., CGanpeny C filled up the-Lfighting
holes and engincors destroyed five ceoves with average sizc; 5 foeb wide,

4 feot high and '8 feet long. . *

(5) 1510254 Patrol 5D2 (S9d S&D) at coordinates {BT 338100)
received approximetely 1@ rounds autcmatic carbine fire from cne VO
sniper abt coordinates (BT %30102), No fire was returmed, aand a fire
tezn was dispatched to search the ares. Fire fteam found 2 kXhaki
hemmocks and one haversack. Items fcrwarded to 5ih Mard ;

Ut
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~ .6)~l 10CE Ce. - “Cng perimeter in vjoin*+y
coordinates (BT 330105 - renade with the fuse pulled,
nunmerous fighting hole .in . . glcd to be freshly dug) and five

tunnels, size averaging | fee( ucep, 4 fcet wide and 3 feet highe

ChiCeom grenade and tunnels were destroyed by enginecrs. The fighting
holes were filled by Compeamy 3.

(7) 151150H Patrol 502 (g1t S&D) at coordinates (BT 33£103)

received approximately 10~20 rounds small arms fire from sn estimated

3 unobserved VC at coordinztes (BT 337105) et an estimated range of 200

gters. Pakrol returned 50 rounds small armg fire and one 3.5 WP
round. The area was searched and the patrcl apprehended 5 datainees,

3 females end 2 males. Initial questioning revealed that 211 5 detainees
had information concerning VO aetivities in the operaticnal area. (me
: female was suspested of being a VC nurse, The 5 detainses were forwarded
C ] to 5th Marines §-2.

(8) 151300H A helicopter resupply was regucsteds Resapply was
completed at 1430H.

(9) 1514309 411 units commenced movement to conduct S&D operations
in the vicinity of Objectives 4, B and C. The Command Group moved
with Compeny Ca OF was establlsned in vicinity coordinates (RT 31%5i11L).
{See inelosure (6) )

(10) 151700 Company C at csordinates (BT 325123) recaiveﬂ'
round sniper fire from a éistance of approximately 3C0-400 meten:
Company C moved toward area of VC sniper fire and received an add ..
100-150 rounds semi~automatic small arms fire from an estimated 4 %
vicinity coordinates (BT 324123 ), Company C returned approximately

500 rounds small arms fire, 35 M=79 rounds, 25 6Cmm EX rouqqs, enc 15
. 3.5 WP rounds, VC broke contact and fled in ur_kno*m dGirection Compem;]

intevroga ed he reveal°d that 4 VC w1th e apkn had oeﬂb in tho Qrea,
but was uvnable to determine what direction the VO had fled. Vietnamese
male was relsascd.

(11 1517108 Scout sniper team attached to Compeny D at coordinatos
(BT 320115) observed 2 VC dressed in black pajsmes. One VO was carrying

a woapon, Scout sniper team fired one round ot VO carrying weabon,
VO fell and appeared to be hit. The other VG helped the wounded VG
into heavy brushe. 4rca was searched with negative resulis. Resuld

of contact: One VO WIA probablce.

ived 20

(12) 151815H Compeny D at coordina ( recel
a renge of 250 meters
a

rounds scmi-automatic small arms fire i?ot 2 7C 8%
in vicinity coordinates (BT 312212), VC were dressed in black clothing
and were carrying cerbines. Company D returned 1£0 rcunds smell arms
fire, 2 M~79 rouads and 3 3.5 WP rocunds. VO broke contact and fled

in a northwesterly dircctions. Ccompany D physically pursued VG, bub losi
contact. Area was searched with nregative results.

11
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13) 151930H Gom-. v . ‘¢ VC male age 30, wearing
white shirt and black sh. - , BT 303136)s The Kit Carson
identified thae VC as Phan .. ‘v viilege chief of Ky Tra. V2

was forwerded to 5th Marines S5-..

(14) 151945 Patrol D21l (sqd OP) established in vicinity coordinates
(BT 315110).

(15) 152000H Companics established night defensive perimeters
and night activities, Command Group was with Company Co (Sce ¥nclosure

(7))
Ee D#3, 16 March 1967 (Sce Enclosure (8} ),

(1) 160730E The Battalion commenced S&D operations with one o
company in the assault; one company in blocking positions and one compéﬁﬂ'
in rescrve,

(2) 160830CH 411 blocking forces in position, Company B
established OP in vieinity coordinates (BT 312144),

(3) 160900H Company D at coordinates (BT 294143) found onc dead
VC dressed in red shirt and grey trousers. VO was searched; and had o
I:D. card or weapon, VC appearcd to be about 30 years of age. It appeared
VC was killed by Bl H&T fires which nad been fired in the area the
previous night, Local Vietnemese werc questioned to determine idenii
of dead VC with negative results.

(4) 160900H Patrol 5D21 (sqd CP) at coordinates (BT 31211C; /il
58 anti~helisopter bamboo stakes averaging in size from 10 feet to
12 feet in longth covering top of the hill. Also fouhd, were 5 boody
trapped 105mm EE rounds, 20 1bs of wrplosivesg one 155mm fB round not QW“
booby trapped; and cne booby trapped E0mm ncrtar rowd. Engingers |
destroyed anti~helicoplier bamboo siakes, booby traps and explosives,

5) 1609308 Patrol 5D21 was oxtracted frbm coordinates (BT 312110)
by helicopter and returned %o the Command Group location at ccordinates

(BT 324137).

(6) 1609508 Leaflet drop was conducted in the vieinity of
Objectivea &, B and C.

(7) 161000H The helicopter which landed in vicinity ccordinates
(BT 204137) to extract Commanding Officer, 5th Marines received
aprroximately 10 to 15 rounds smell arms fire from an estimated one
unobserved VC sniper, from an undetermined locaticn. Comvnany C dlSP&?OhOd
a squad to search area of suspected VO locaticn. «rea was searched with
negatize rcfulis.

(8; 161200E Company D and Company B effected a linkup at coordinat
(BT 308145 )

12
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tehrosos— and Group meves < -- -7~ Ténlup with Company D and Compary
B at coordinates (BT 308145). Cr . ositicn at coordinates
(BT 304137). .

(10) 161330H Compeny B and Coupas, . conducted search and destroy patrels in
vicinity of Objectives 4, B and C» Comvany C moved intdo position to assault
Objective Y the following mornings

(11) 161350 Compeny C with one platoon of Compeny B abbached commenced
movement from coordinates (3T 304137) %o a vosition at eheckpoint White, in viedinity

coordinates (BT 316100).

(12) 161400E Company C at coordinates (BT 299157) received 2C 50 rounds
small srms fire, from an estimated 4 VO in vicinity cocrdinates (BT 297.56) o range
of approximetely 200 meters. Company C projected 2 CS grenades in the wininity
of VC locetions and reburned %0 rounds small arms firce, 8lmm moriay Lo Was
called, & Hs rounds, and 2 WP rounds were fired ot VC location. U U oassoulted
and scarched ares and found one VC KIA confirmed, and one VC HMess v Wadle
searching the area Company C rececived an additicnal 30 to 40 rcunds smail arms
sniper fire. Company C suppressed fire by returning 100 rounds small armz firey
2 3.5 WP roundsy 3 M79 rounds, 3 60mm moriar Hi rounds snd 10 2lwm moriar rounds,
Compeny C continued to search area with negative resultse. DTead VO was zearched
and no I.D. card or documents founds VC was abcubt 20 years of age and wors
black pojamas. Questioning of Vietnemese civilians in the arven identified
dead VC as supply man for VC activities in the arca. Mege Kit was forwarded 4o
5th Marines S~2, Result of contact: One VC KIA confirmed.

(13) 1617558 Marine #zcm Company C at coordinates
concussion bype bhooby trar. Booby trap had a trip wire atie
incidentes 1 USMC WLLE.

(14) 161815E Co C ot coordinates (BT 298102) received incoming stro:
rounés apparently fired 1 L ;
incidents 1 USMC WILZ.

(15) 1620255 The Battalion Zstablished nig?
night activitics. Co C arrived at I¥ TRA Cubpos
PF compound. Co C eztablished no night activit

Fo Di4e 17 March 1967, (See dnclosure 10

(1) 1704CCH Patrcl 5D3 (Plt $6D) depariad
cocrdinates (BT %28132) with VOC that had been ind
returned to 1stBn, 5thifr Command Post the previ
guide a patrol to 5 caves where potrol worid i
weaponsg and rice cache. Patrol searched =
to Co D.

(2) 170700H Co B and Co D conducicd sceroh :
assaulted and secured Objective Y and continucé +o
lst Battelion, 5th Marines Combat Base., Command Groun

n

LY TaL Outpost, no fire was roturned, Heguld of

gite vicinity
vy hih Mardnes and

agresd o
C VC with
end returned

N - O

(3) 1707453 Co B perimeter at coordinsvaes (577 5L01
small arms fire from the gouthwest, at an estimated zange

coordinates (BT 305140), The sniper was wmobserved, No
582 was dispatched to search area. Area was searched with nowos

13
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) i

- COCH Comper 3T 326104) received 3 rounds
small erms fire from one o .. coordinates (BT 327107).
Company C returned 30 roum. : s. - w8 fire end searched area with negative

results. 40 on station reported sightings of 4 VC at coordinates (BT 329119)
and 7 to 10 VC at coordinotes (BT 335112), Company C reacted on this
information, and the company was maneuvered to block and search out areas
where A0 had sighted VCs 40 marked VC locations with smoke. Locations
marked were in proximity to friendly units. It appeared that AC sighting
had been Marines moving in the area. Ccmpany C did receive 17 rounds
gutomatic carbine fire from an unobserved VC in vicinity coceodinates

(BT 328104), no fire was returned. 4res was sesrched with negative results.

(4) 171115H Company D at cocrdinates (BT 308124) obserred 2 VC
wearing black clothing and packs in vieinity coordinates (BT
Comneny D fired 200 rounds small arms five at V€ 4s VO w en urdeﬂﬂh
fire, they fled into heavy brush. Fire team was dispatched to search
areas Contact was regained, VC were observed running up a hill approxi-
mately 400 meters away. 4n 8lmm mortar mission was salled and 8 8lmm mortar
HE rounds were fired with gocod target coverage. irea was searched with
negative resultse Result of contact: (ne VC KIi probable and one VC WIL
prokable,

(5) 171115H Company D at coordinates (BT 299135} regeived 3 row ds
small =rms fire from one uncbserved snirer, at coordinates (BT 29913%8,.
Compeny D returned 25 rounds small arms fire, VC broke contact and fled
in an unknown direction. Company D searched area with negative resuli:i.
Result of convact: One USMC WIik.

(6) 1712008 Company B, Company I and Commezd Group commencel
movement out of operaticonal area from coordinates (BT 307144 ) o ccouliiniit.
(BT 331208).

- (7) 171300H Company C at coordiretes (BT 252125) exiracted Radio
Relay Team at coordinates (BT 358130) and continmued to condust S&D
operations to lst Battalion, 5th Marines Jorbat Base.
%

(8) 171430H Company D in vicinity of cheeirpoins Orange at coordinates
(BT 335172) was detacheld from tactical colmmw i shanlished Patrol
Base vicinity coordinates (BT 34415%). Compe and Comnand Group
continucd on to Highway #l at ccordinates ,

(9 1715158 Compeny B and Commend Grcup arvived at ccordinshes
(BT 331208) end btoarded trucks and moved by motor convey to 1st Battelion,
5th Marines Combat Base.

(lO) 1715200 Company C srrived av :s% Datiziion, %ih Marinzs Combak
Base,

(ll) 171545E Company B and Command Grouvp arrived at ist Battaliong
5th Morines Combat Base.

14
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(12)-17200CH Cc. satrol base and night sctivities
(See Enclosure (11) )

G, D+5, 18 March 1967, (See inclosure (12) )

(1) 180630E Company D commenced search and destroy operations from
coardinctos (BT 344168) to lst Battalion, 5th Marines Combat Base.

(2) 180705H Company D received 10 rounds small arms ire from
unobserved sniper at coordimates (BT 352163 ), Company D : 4 50
rounds small arms fire and 5 60mm morbtar HE rounds. Lrea was searched
with negative results.

(3) 1809%0H Company D while couiuoting search an
operations at coordinates (BT 375153 ) cheerved Popular &
moving westerly down a trail in vieinity (BT 376153) a dis
approximotely 100 meters. Company D and Popular Forces pai
the Compory Commander of Company U teliked with Lt VINH,0fTico:
of FF patrol, Lt VINH was recognismed by the lompany Jommender a3 oue of +
officers of the LY TIN District. It VINH said, "L¥ TIN had grant
him permission to be in the area. FPFis were dressed in green usiiitic
with red and blue han chiefs around their necks and armed with .
lmerican weaponsi C ines,M-11s, and BiR'ss The Popular Forces pz ol
stayed at coordinatss (BT 3761553 and Company D cowiinued search and
degtroy operatinng. Neither unit was aware thad the other unly wis
in the area.

{5) 181030H Company D arrived st lat Battalion, Sth Merinss Coona

{6) 181200H Operation "TTPE

¥

wes terminated.
11. RESULTS.
(a) Porsonnel

(1) Exicndly

KTA 2
DCw 1
WILAT i3
WIS 2
KBCE 2

(2) Enemy

KIi Confirmed 4
X1 Probable 18
WI. Probable 17

VCC 1
Detainees 7
15
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1 homemade pack oo -ing end military ecuipment.
1 notebook containi:_ . ipplivs burned over to VC, l
1 notebook containing propes.sds material,

2 National Liberation Front Flag Cards.

3 M~14 nagazines, with 60 rounds 7.62mm

1 grey wniform.

5 bamboc sillcutee targets,

1 haversack,

2 hakil hammoskse

1 VC mess kit,

(o) Destroyed

3 ChiCom grenades (one booby trap..:. %mi
2 60mm mortar canmisters

5 cs BVCSye size 5 4X8

5 caves, size TX4X3

50 anti~helicopter bamhoc stakes;
5 bocby trapped 105mm T+ rounds
20 1lbs exrlosives

2 155mm HE rounds

1 booby travped 50 mortar round

12. ADMINISTR.TIVE

(2) Supply and i

(2
vicinity o
by Dersonlfl
of the Helicog
requeskts were j
were expericnce

\

u

j
/

o
I

PO B
COILGIn L

nloymeil

ent:

the ¢or
to the

,¢ms %uuache‘

(2) L1l medical evacuations werx
difficulty exporienced with medical eva
more than 35 minutes to effect an emengy

( Initial l’v‘\
Six MCI!'s were sufficie

(v) Maintenongce .

smel $o0 maintain

equipment wag sarriod Uy
sl - o J - on
satisfactory working condivlon 7 ~oughor

(l) imple cleanin,
weapons and equipment in
operation.

the

o oy

(c) Treatment of Casualties and Svacuabion cnd

(1) qutlal treatment of casualties was accompli
corpsmens «11 medical evacuations were efiect 4 tirn

16
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£

The only transportat _ Jtd to transPort Company B

and the Command Group to the .ud . .cn, 5%h Marines Combat Base.
Transportation was provided by 7th motcr Transport Battalion. Transportation

was timely and rapid.

( e ) Communications.s

(l) Initially, difficulty was encountered in maintaining
wnits loeated in the southern portion of the operating area and
Regimental Headguarters. The basic problem appeared to be the
terrain. Numerocus "dead spots" were encountered throughout ’c’
292 antenna was utilized at night and this aileviated the sit

(2) What was considered to be an ewx-:nsive volume of
was maintained throughout the operations. . tion of the t
due to improper functioning of the Regimental TuC Net, which
Regimental traffic being passed through the Zetialion Heil,

(£) Medical Bvacuation.

(l) Sufficisnt xe
the operaticn. dxcevh oz
timely.

1%3: Snecial Eguiw

hnigues,

(a) & Scoud
valuable for s¢

nequested and received on D+d.  The dog 1

attached to
two VG

sompanies
vrobables

(c
searci ﬂaves a.nci tmmel
for one VO XKIi confirmed,

(c.) The Kit Carsons
They were employed as i

14. Commenders dmelysis,

(8-) o buildeur 4
‘This was verifiad by and
clivilirng and Adctrinoc In vicw ¢f
Sioms werce conducted througheut the of
simulitoncous coversgs, and fe keep the VO of

) L
the opcraticand

(b) The commmication problems which were encouwnte:
considcored solvable within local asseits. The overalbion
requirement for planning altcrnate means of communicatic

(c) The assigned mission for the operation was ageemphached:

17
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15, Becommendations.

(a) It is recommended oo« ow b wado of existing procediares.for
ffecting liaison and cocordination with local &RVE Officials coverung
operations of Popular Forces, Revolutionary Development Forces and Regicnal
Forces, TFreguently Merine and Local Forses have ehance meeting, withoud
having prior knowledge that the other unit is operating in the ares.
Mistaken idenity might ocour which may result in contact betwsen two
friendly uwnits.

_(b) It is recommended that the Kit Jarson Scouts be gqueri::!
possible intelligence during operations. ‘“he Kit Carson mey
information which he- mey considered unimportant or he may as
information is alrerdy common knowledgss

” 18
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