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1st 19a:t;ta.1..'\ct%l' 5th Marines (-) (Rs1.n) 

Conpauy .1 

(bmpa.:ny D 

• 

Lt~ Oo:t. W. Eo RILEY JR 
1 ... 31 J~'1969 

1 st Lt. no E. PRtJIEi'T 
1-31 Juli 1969 

Capt. P. Bo WRREI III 
1-31 July "1969 

Ca.pt~ G. Eo (l\sTAGNEm 
1-.31 J-r!J:y 1969 

1 at L'fl~ Fe» G~ SAn'FJWIELD 
1-24 J~1%9 
1st L~. J o J o PET,RAND 
25-31 Jolly 1 ~69 

CaptJ~ M. Ds mI 
1-31 July '1969 

1~3 ~T~'C.;r 1969 '1 st ~t+J8.1l{[!ll1l, ,5th Ma..rlJlea parlioo.pateg. in an operation 
calloc. "'POFBrm GJ1JlEiI 

0 4-... 1 g .J'tuy 196~ 1 st aa.·Mlalion, 5th Marines . 
pru.'ti'3ipr1.ted :i.n an ~ operation :iin the .A.r.LzOllD..A.rel.i. 1 at Battalion,! 
5th l1arin.es ope...""at3d in the NW DJ.o' 'Du,-o Dist~ci), whi.oJJu is :Y'..nown as 
Tieste...'"'n A:r::izona., Quang W:am Provino~.. 18-31 JuJ..;yr 1969 the Batta.lion moved 
:trom ;'~2~'3 A:v.l:;;6Iio. Are£. to Plh:. Lao 6$ 

Executi~e,Ot.ricer 

S-1 Offioer 
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1 at Lt~ Ro E. PRUIETT 
1-.31 JW:i 1969 

Maj~ 1k L. KERZtO' 
1-31 . .T'i1.1.i 1969 

. 
Oapt. G. o. U.WXI' 
1-31 July 1969 

1 at Lt~ Rs E. PBlJIETT 
1-31 .TuJ.;r1969 

1st Lt~ Fo L. KINGERY 
1 ... 1'7. Ju.1.j 1969 
OaP"li. It" 00 BROADWELL 
'18:.31 Ju.1i '1969 

Lt~ Wo 00 MITCHELL (USI) 
1-31 Jt!l.Y 1969 

1 st 1'fj~ E. R. MDJGETT 
1-.31 Ju1;y 1969 

1 at Itli~ K. L. PEre.AS 
1-30 July 19fi:J 

1 iY~ Lt. lJ.. .N. BlFm 
1-8 July ~969 
2nd I.t& T. A. POTTENGER .m 
9-31 JuJ.i 1969 

Lt~ C. Be OOLEMllN (USN) 
1-15 J~ 1969 
Lt. T. O. A.TWOOD (USN) 
16-31 J'Illy 19(J:) 

Capt. J. G. FLUET JR 
1-31 .J'l.~ 1969 
Ca~ M. D. WILLIAMS 
1-28. JUl.;r 1969 
Oap'lSo He E. HOL.BKI:N 
2~ 31 Jiil:Y 11 9(f:) 
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PART II 

F.rom 1 to .3 July 1969 the 1st Battaliont 5th Marines participatecl in 
Ope:ro:M.on FORSYTH GBD11E~ From. 4 to 18 t.liity 1969 the 1st Battalion, 
5th Ma.rines r.a.:r1l1.oipated in 'tlIlllClllled. seal'Oh and destroy operat;~ona in 
the Arizona !rea. From 18 to .31 July 1969 tlte 1 st :ms:litalion, 5th Marines 
partioipated in d~fensive operations in the area adjacent to Libe~ 
lifcidge cantclllllent. The Era. ttalion supplied securj:ty for Lillrerty ~dge and 
provided securl~ for friendly convoy movement along; Uberty Boad. 
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PM! III 

SEQU~NTIAL LISTINGS OF SImnFICANT EVENTS 

L PERSQ~L AND AD11IIITST.,BATION 

a. g:~l:,P...n&. The Ba t.talion t s strength 11 t the beginning of the 
month was 1;.2 officers and 1156 enlisted. On the 15th of July, the 
strength had changed to 40 officers and 1173 enlisted. By the end of 
July, the strength was 40 officers and 1181 enlisted. At this time, 
there are 31 enlisted hospitalized. Joinings during the month were 5 
officers and 108 enlisted and 14 C6rpsrnnn for a total of 122 enlisted. 

b. Discipline, Law and Lc~o.J.. 1 S1.lll'llllUry COUl't~rtinl and 2 
Special Courts-Martial were convened during July. There are 3 Special 
COltrts-~furtial still to be processed. During July, 3 informal invest­
igations were completed. There a.re 3 informal investigations to be proc­
essed. 

c.POWLDetainees. There were 58 detainees processed during 
this month. They were classed as follows: 

POW's 

CHIEU HOI 

CIVIL DEFENDANTS 

INNOCENT CIVILIANS 

1 N"I[.!\. 

o NVA 

o va 

5 VC 

1 TOTAL 

5 TOTAL 

42 TOTAL 

10 TOTAL 

d. Horale. Horale and fighting spirit continued to be excellent. 
Personnel who captured POW's received in-country R&R. 

e. ~. Postal service oontinued at the same degree of 
exoe1lence as tho tactical situation penaitted. 

f. Awards. During July, there were 36 Navy Achiovement medals, 
25 Navy Commendation medals, 17 Bronze Star medals, 4 Silver Star medals, 
l Legion of Merit, and 1 Navy Cross medal submitted for heroism and 
~~torious service. 

g. ~tQtior Ma~a~~. Adminstrative procedures and profic­
iency continued to bo excellent. 
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2. ENEt.fY. WEATHER llNDTERRJl.IN 

, a~ ~ TliIe first roli' of the month, whUo still in th!=) 
Arlzona Area, thei'e was 0!'.J.y liglrb contaot with small, gro-u;;ps o:t NVJl. 
lhere was ltowe\Ter, a marked mcrease in SFl); incidents. 

Aft:or returning to the Au Eba ValleYlI thoro l:lIa.s been no 
contact lhut once ag;ain the vaJ..Ie~;· :!is :marked by hea:~ concentration 
or: SFD8 S.. The concen.~!1':'at~on of s.u-'Dg f3 was heaviest along the M.Sll. 
~"Om A..T92051.3 "00 .A.T9094g1 0 

b. ~. During tho :montfu of July t...~e, weather- was 
typified b;w both high temperature and high ~dity. Thero was 
deC<reaae in, shower acti vi t.w from last month. There were periods of intense, 
gp.sty vr.iindso 

d. ~. The terrain features described this reporb1ng 
po:t"".&.OdtdlJ. includo 'both the tlJ.rizona A::-ea" and the IIAn mba V~. 
'Since 1st Batt..l.lion, 5th Marines operated in both arons during July. 

The Arizona Arca is barren and dry, and mpst of tho rioe 
paddies are do+mant due to the low civilian population. There are 
narrow treolinos frequently bordering tho padd~es and an occasional 
activo stream from which wator can be obtained. 

The An Hon Valley consists mostly of active rice'raddies 
'With intermediate high ground.,. Tho dry condition of tho area along 
with the gusty winds produced a, large amount of dust in tho air 
during tho last few days of tho month hindoring observation. 

3. Q.~QjtNIZL.TION ll,l'JD OPERJ~TIONS 

a. ~. Tho organization of tho Battalion consisted of 
tho following units being detached from the 1st Battalion and other units 
u.~der tho operational control of the 1st Battalion during tho following 
periods: ' 

(1) Company B, 1st Bo.ttalion, 5th Marinos OPCON to 5th IvIarinos from 
170S00H to 312LI-OOH July 1969 

(2) Company D, 1st Battalion, 5th }'T.arines DECON to 5th Marinos from 
170800H to 312400H JUly 1969. 

(3) Company F, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marinos OPCON to 1st Battalion, 
5th !-1arinos fran 281430H to 290700H. July 1969. 

(4) COL1p<-'U1Y G:, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines OPCON to 1st Battalion, 
5th lv'farines fron 291430H to 300700H July 1969 • 
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l!i., ~~:i..ru:JJi!o Operation FORSYTR GROVE was oonduoted from 

010700E to 032400H July-1969 ~ northeastern Duc ~ District. From 
If to 18 July 1969 the lthttalion conduc'Ged unnamed operations iIi Arizona 
Area to seek OlXG and dest.roy and capture enemy forccs,wcapons, material 
and positions,as well as search and protect area for U.S. and RVN 
installations., . . 

.. .'l. ,~ ..... ,,~.j.'; ,~ ,.. 4.""" ... 
uo~· 

(1) ~~ The Battalion oontinucd its policy of maximum 
omployment of all available air power" The resuJ.tant increased fire 
power ad flexibility oj nt.ributed to the succoss enjoyed by the Battalion 
:in both its fluid and static operations.. A,breakdown of all air 
employed duxing tluj month follows in detail., 

(a) ]!'~o Fixed Wing support can best be described 
by dividing it in':;O ~.i:;s four- basic ,tlc.tegorics, 100 .. , tactical jets, 
Lr~7fs: Flareships, and TAG (a)'g~ FortJr-four tactical air controllers 
(airborne) provided tho Battalion with 42 0 6 hou~s on station in their 
missions of visual reconnaissance and fixed wing controllers. Night 
opora tions were groa tly on.h.nncod by 2705 hours of illumina.tion provided 
by six "Basketball" flaroshlips, and 8 .. 4 hours of suppressive fire 
dclivQ!'ed by sU: IISpookyll AQ...47 Ch.rd,,~hips. 

Two hundred and twenty je'G3, in their m.i.ssions as 
tactical air strikes, lIJ)I;ight Ow]'zt flights, a."1d &..6 uBeaconll strlkos 
dropped 615.7 tons of ordnance. The bomb damage assessment f!Om thOSG 
dropped is reflocted in the following charta 

Structures Destroyed 
Bunkers Destroyed 
1'!-enchline Destroyed 
T~eelino Cleared 
Second.ar.Y' Fires 
Secondary Explosions 
Killed By.Air 
Total O~dnanee Dropped (82 Flights) 

73 
37 

·925 meters 
1,625 nlGtors 

23 
47 

7 
61501 Tons 

(b) ~~~o In addition to one Battalion s~zod heli-lift 
which 'V,"as conducted in two incroments on successive days, 'the Battalion 
om}?loyod helicopt~rs daily for re-supply and visml recol1.l1&lissance 
missions. Ther wero also .39 mod-ovaes as roflected in the following 
ce:togorios below: 
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PRlORITY 

10 
2 
1 

• 
ROUTINE 

10 
9 
o 

KIA-ROUTlNE 

:3 
2 
o 

(c)§~r;"I'.iJl.:LQ.~JJl1l.Q.1lt. It should banoted that though the 
1Bb.t:talion m.oved to astatic position and two companies went OPGON to 
Reg:iJnent af'ror more than half tho month, tho same high levo1 of air strikes 
were utilized throughout tho month. 

(2) ~J:::tW_Qrl:'. During the raonth of July 1969, the First Battalion, 
Fifth Marinos rocoived direct support for tho first 17 days from F 
Battory and t.he rel1k'1ining 14 days frOB D ?attery, both of which are part 
of the Second Battalion, Eleventh Marinof(i Due to a decrease in enemy 
activity during July, only 81 of the 580 HE missions fired were at observ­
od enomy targets. The majority of the fire mission "lOre fired at 
unobserved targeta, and woro fired for tho purpose of interdiction. Also 
included in the total nlmber of missions fired ure the normal registration 
and orient2tion Dissions. In firing all of tho above mentioned targets, 
12,956 rounds of F..E and 547 rounds of \OW wore oxpendod. Thore ,lOre 47 
illumination russions fired, Qxpending 670 rounds. Survoill:ancc is' as 
follows: 

Confj ~:.:8d Enemy KIf. 
Probable Enemy KIll 
Socondary Explosions 
Structures Destroyed 

1 
7 

11 
22 

(3) ~11g.:;j,11.Q.Q.r.S.. F(l{cellent support was again provided by Company B, 
1st Enginom.' Ba·ttalioDo Engineors vlOro ~mployed primarily to dostroy, 
duds, SFD)] 0apturod onomy ammunition, enomy bunkors and fortifidations. 
Loss of lives, vThooled and h'ncked oquipnont was considorably reducod 
by the detailed scarch:Lng efforts eLlployod by the enginoers. 

U:.) .§h.Q:cr!.J~.n,,:r.tL.lHSTJ.. EST I S wero provided by Company B, 1st Shore 
Party Battalion, Those toams providod outstanding support in coordinating 
and effecting helicoptor rosupply and Med-Evacs. 

(5) !;,l)l.trJl,...~. A~ ligM; section of the 4th Platoon, Company A, 3rd 
1',:ntr2~ Battalion vJaS in direct support of the 1st B2ttalion, 5th 11arines 
during 18-31 July 1969_ The LVT1s provided excellent support in trans­
por-~,:Ll1g troops 2nd in providing sccuri ty for·'.<Ul~;ya bet\,lOen 1\.n Hoa ~"1d 
Liberty Bridge. 

~S$~~J~[] 
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(6) ~o A light section of tho 2nd Platoon, Company-B, 1st Tank 
Battalion was in direct support of tho lstBattalion, 5th ~~rines. Excel­
lent results woro achieved by using tanks to support the daily MSR mine 
sweeps, providing direct fire support to the daytime OPls and were also 
used extensively as convoy security between An Hoe and Liberty Bridge, and 
at night were enployod in the defensive networks of Liberty Bridge. 

(7) ,£Qou.t S1J.iP~. Detachment Scout Sniper Platoon, Headquarters 
Company, 5th ~hrines continued to provide outstanding support for the 
Battalion, which rosulted in 5 onOIHY kills during the month. 

(8) Motor T~8nsportation~ Alight scction of ~~ginul Terrain 
Platoon: CompW1Y B, 11th Motor Transport Battalion (Vlil14) known as Huskies 
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 5th ~~in0s from 1-18 July 1969. They were 
utilizod in both day and night movements over difficult terrain. They 
provod excellent. They were primarily used in support of the 2 sections 
of 8lLlln mortars used in the field by the Ba ttalion by hauling ammunition. 
In addition OP gear and 2 l06r~! recoilloss rifles were also carried. 

a. Tho follovring training "TaS conducted by the Battalion during 
tho tl0l1th: 

(1) Weapons Safety 
(2) Weapons Inspection, Care and Cleaning 
(J) Familiarization firing of Individual and CrO'I<T Servod Weapons 
(4) AN/PPS-6 Radar Repair 
(5) AN/PPS-6 Radar Oper 
(6) Telephono TA-l, TAJ12 Repair 
( 7) KYK-28 OPR 
(g) FLD Radio Procodures 
(9) ,AN!NRC-S3 aPR 
(10) Supply Publications 
(11) Al~/PRC-77 aPR 
(12) PH Instr all Rudio Eqp 
(13) AN/PRC-88 PH and OPR lnst 
(14) RC-292 PH and Erection 
(15) nS-2236 OPR lnst 
(16) AN/PRC-41 PH and OPR lnst 
(17) Polo Clliabing Inst 
(18) PM SB-22 S1;JBD 
(19) PH PIQ-5 
(20) PM EE-$ and TAl n»~tWSS~R~-~ 
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Wire Installations 
8:8-2.2 Opor Inst 
lnsh 1:ino Ro"Jtc.-Maps 
lnstr Traffic Diagrams' 
R,}yiew of Cle.Bs tJr.a.t 
GGnMessage Filing 
'Propor Mossage Format 
KDc;}:1y PM Tolotype Goar 
ro,blicat.ions Chocks 
Status 
J~counting for Chest, oto o 

Files Reeords 
Supply Economy 
Operationa.l Stocks 
~Jarohouso and Opon Stroage 
Foroign Woapons 
Usc of Ole aning tools 
Socurity of Weapons 
Licensing Session for 
M274A2 School & Lice~Sjng 
M'i 51A.1 School & Licensing 
Standard Form 91 
Tost Sot Combustion Engine 
lubrication Orders 

•• 

b" !;JJ. conpfu"J.ies during their period of bridge defense continued 
to ha-vo instr'!)ctior .. ~~ and familiarization firing of all individual and crow 
sarved woapo)~.9 in.::l-J.ding 'Gho M...72 LAAW, band grenades an claymore mine&.. 

C", RoplaconCIl t personnel received fivo (5) days traihing at 5tEl 
MarincrJ Ho[viqu'l.t"tol"~ prior to boing comIlli ttod to the. field. 

d.Q Tho Bo.":italion <Xl ntinued to utilizo schools provided by higher 
hoad.q1..:B.rto:cs ire tho DaHang area and Okinawa. During; the month, 83 members 
of the Battalion aMendod schools in tho DaNang area aliId Okinawa. Tho 
VD.:tUO 0:1:' t"l:J.o schools ~.s recognized; howovo:r, this lnd an adverso effoct 
on tho rifl0 compGny in tho field. strength:. 

5, .lQ9:J.§TI.Q§.. Logistical efforts of the 1 at Battalion, 5th 
Marinos continuod through tho 18th of July in much the same mal1l!t1er as 
112 .. d hoc)} dono in ,Tuno providing CD ntinous and trountiful. rosupply to tho 
Natt'[I~i.iO::l as it operated in tho Arizona Area. Helicopter support coordinated 
b;r tho [!LogistiGS Op~ration Contorll (LOC) continnod to be oxccpti.ona1.ly 
o£.ficiont and doponda1:1o.. If'~CU\SSlfltD 
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vC~en the Battalion relooated to Liberty Bridge on or about 
18 July resu.pp:·~F WQS accomplished by utilization of 11th Hotor Trucks 
fron the daily conlJ:-o:.yS to .An. Eoa which, after off'-loo.ding their loads 
frOD DnNang 'vIere lo8.deC1,rith supplies Comd carried out to the Battu1ion 
posi tion a.s the convoy 'p~oceeded on its roturn to DnNang. 

Requirononts fOT" 8hm-a1':r,:unition were n"'t by coordL"l2tion 
between LSU at An Hon. and ASP and 11th Motors at DaNang resulting in 
special truck l02ds of 2.T:L:.lUl1i tion being delivered directly to the 
Lihorty Bridge position as :lGcessary. Report rcquirenon.ts continue to 
be met in a. tine1y, accurate and -;;;':·Qf'_:T.~i(-'>..nt t'l..am1cr. 

6. .9ill9_l.!..CTIOl'{. During the reporting perj.od +,ho Ra.±.talion worked with 
the people of Phu Da II hanlet a~1d li:;1.ited work in the Phu Lac VI area. 

The BnttQ1ion assisted tho l)0op1e of Phu Do. IT b.f~lrnishing 
a total of 1450 los of wood for the rGpair of' 35 hones. A totnl of 22 
adults, 19 cnHdren "rert'J given 155 pouncls of rice ai"1d corn, t..hcm reSAttlGod 
into the rofugee center. 

Aner !:loving to Phu Lac (6) tho Battalion L,at with chiefts 
from Xuyen Han, Auyen Loc~ Plnns are lUlderwQY to build u resettlemont 
hru:uet at 1'.T928529. 

7. PSYCLOLO..Q;J;..CfJ;. OPE_:!VIoTIONS. During the roporti::.g period the Bnttalion 
has received little intelligence infol'r:lation fron the elders. fJ.l 
intelligence inforrmtion has been turned oVer to Bl'l. S-2 and Counter­
Inte11ige:'1ce. In aCCOrd£1.11CO with the rowards progr~'t'l tho followi~lg 
orc1nC\!1ce VJ'f'.S turnod in: 9 H-79 HE rounds, 3 H-26 grcl'lD.c1cs, 2 firing 
devicus l06mn beohive typo, 2 percussion C8pS. A total of 2,900 
piastGr VN 'vT2.S paid for tl"o above orc1nal1.ce. 300 A.Titi VCjNVA lo8.flets 
were distributod 8T.lOung tho local civilians. The attitudo of the people 
tOl-ro.I'd this Battalion rG1:1B.ins in excollent standing. 

i3. ,QQ11t.@IJ;Q4.J.:;rI:.l1..~. Durir~g the I;lOl1th of July, the Batt121ion moved 
out of the lu~izona Aron to Liberty Bridge with no adverso effects upon 
cor:1)Jrlmications~ July, also saw the arrival of a now CODll!l1.mications 
Officor,t Oapt. L. C. Broadwell. The cOljlIl1C.nd now holds (10) lJVPRO-77t S; 
hmvovor, thoy arc D.utoll.atically p12ced 011 o.o.nin c1o[~d1il1e, but the B""ttalion 
roquiros (2) fJ:.T/PRC-77 1 s for operations, at this tine, with (4) on 
teEporc:X'y loan to RogiI1Gnt, leaving :.l tote 1 of (4) 011 adTJin dcedliDe, as 
'tho tcstin.8~ pl'1D.sG on these radios continues. 
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~O> m:GNIFICJiRt.J);~.sUP..LTIES INFLICTED OR SUSTAINED: YCINVA Q~TUW 

KIl~ 
vlI;,/E 
WIANE 
D:tf 
LD30 
]ED 

KIA. 

o 
34 
15 

1 
1~ 

l[1j.~. 22 

1 
'J 
o 
o 
o 
o 

vn 27 

KIA 
WIAE 
WIANE 
DOt·l 
NIBO 
NiBD 

TOTAL 49 

1 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

10 0 m:G~llQ.£Jll'..ENEHY Q].DNll.N..QlL9.(1f1JJ:RED DURING THE ~ 

6 AK~'4? Rifles 
1 S't.:S R.-i.f'lo 
'1 %ntrr Pil:rtol 

11:., gtbONIFtQl.ililJ£I~1.l';I.QNS w;'TUP~:m:TD AJm DESmQYED DURING THE MONTH 

1 "i 20mLi. Rockot 
10 'i :J;31:1:.U RO;;;Qds 

.3 8~~ EtGw.:.ds 
~ $'imi11 Tim .• .nds , 
$ 6O-.uB. Rounds 

20 11",79 Ro"Lmds 

]t~~s('(;:LLanool"'..s 7fi2 Goa~ 
HisceJJ.MooUS DoclUilen'ts 

1 }b33 Grena.do 
35 1-'1-26 Grenades 
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