DECLASSIFIED

- LEX N
Y S N,
~ . 5
A“‘" . | ..
» Y =

ERADQUARTERS
1t Baitalion, 5th Marines
15t Marine Divieion (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 -

oy

| U\!\\@LEX'S%“\%\\E@

S i e (NRUNE
From* Commarding Officer

Tot Commanding General, 1sh Marine Division (Rein)
Via: Commanding Cfficer, 5th Marines

Subj: Cemmand Chronology for perind of 1-31 July 1969

Enclt¥/(l) lst Battalion, 5th Marines Command Chronology

. Ir accordance with tlhie provisions of references (a),
Tnclogure (1) is hereby subnlt+edu

We Zo El LY JR.
Lieutenant Colonel
Commanding

DOWN. GRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSTEIRED ARTER 12 7EARS
D00 DR 5200,10

 5TH MAR 580 FILES.

3/RLK /pes
005750
8 Aug 1969

(v), and fc),

- 1/5. 40

169 508

@@22%69 oo

.I Gf ¢

ﬁi ~ S —
- mETTTaReT o
e

6t /o 7 |USSASSIFED

DECLASSIFIED

g

Nodya G‘Wj

b9ss A2




DECLASSIFIED

‘,"Tﬂx |<’|".

HEADQUARTERS
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““““ ORGANT ZATTONAL DATA
11; DESIGHATION, .

15t Baftalicn,’ 5%h Marines (=) (Redm) Lt, Ocle We E, RILEY JR
1=31 July 1969

H&S Commpeny 1st I8, Re E, PRUIETT
1-31 July 1969

Company & : Oap'b, Po H, TORREY III
1-31 July 1969

Cozpany’ & Capte G» Eo CASTAGNETTT
1-31 July 1969

Companyy” O | 1gt LY, Fo G SATERRFIELD
1=R4 Jyly 1969

® 1gt L, Jo Jo PEIRANO

25-31 July 1969

Comparyy B Cap‘H Me Ds WILY
1=31 July 1969

2 IROATIONS

1=3 July 1969 st Babtalfon, 5th Marines pavtieipated in an operation
callod "WFORSYTA GR) TER, L8 J'aly 1969 1st Babialion, 5th Marines
participated in an wmamed operation in the Awizona Areds 1at Battalion,
5th Marines operatsd in the W Duc Duc DistsicH, which is known as
Wogtern ir::r.zona., Quang Yam Provines, 18-31 July* 1969 the Battelion moved
from Hiy Awlzana dree to PP Lac 6,

3. SRAER OFFICERS ) |
Executive Ofificer Maj. Po Eo O'TOOLE
o =31 July 1969
S-1 Officer 1gt I, Fo W. HAUKAAS

1=15 July-1969 ‘ '
2ad Lit, :é ﬁ.on FOTTRICER JE
16-31 J

gy
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82 0P o 1t LY, R. E. PRULETT

1-31 July 1969
83 Officer , Maj, Ro Ls KERZIO
| 1-31 Jily 1969
S, OfPLoer | Capba G Os LAWTY
'- | 1-31 July 1969
85 02 car 1st Lts R. E, PRUIETT
1=31 Flly 1969
- Conmmnleations OffYcar 1t I, Fo Lo KINGERY

117, Fdy 1969
Caa’!i. I-la Oo BROADMAL

1831 July 1949

Modical Oficer L, Wo Co MITCHELL (USH)
' 1=31 Tuly 1969
' Supply Officer 1g% L8, Ee R MIDGETT
o | 1=31 Faly 1969
Motor Trangport Officer 1st Lt, K. L. PEISAS
1=30 Fuly 1969
dosigtent Adj/Legal Officer 198 Lte Jo Mo BOERS
‘ 1-8 July 1969
2nd Irte T Ae POTTENGER JR
931 July 1969
Chaplain I, Co B, COLEMAN (USH)
: 1=15 July 1969
Lt, Te O« ATWOOD (USN)
1661&ﬂy1%9
Mz Liaison Officers  Oaple Jo G FLUET JR

1=31 ,July 1969
Capt, Mo D, WILLIAMS
128, July 1969
Cay%¥, Re Ee HOLBEIN
2931 July 1969
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PART 1T

NARRATIVE SUM/A

From 1 %o 3 July 1969 the 1st Batbalion, 5th Marines participated in
Operation FORSYTH GROVE, From 4 o 18 July 1969 the 1sb Buttelion,

5%h Mgrines paritlcipated in wmamed searoh and destroy operat’ons in

tho Arizora Aredes From 18 to 37 July 1969 the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines
participated in defengive operations in the area adjacent to Liberty
Bridge canicrment, The Battalion supplied security for Likerty Brddge and
provided security for friendly convoy movement along Idberty Road,
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SEQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, DERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION

a. Strength. The Battalion's strength at the beginning of the
month was 42 officers and 1156 enlisted. On the 15th of July, the
strength had changed to 40 officers and 1173 enlisted, By the end of
July, the strength was 40 officers and 1181 enlisted, At thig time,
there are 31 enlisted hospitalized. Joinings during the month were 5
officers and 108 enlisted and 14 Corpasman for a total of 122 enlisted.

b, Discipline, Law and Legal, 1 Summary Court-Martial and 2
Special Courts-Martial were convened during July. There are 3 Special
Courts-Martial still to be processed, During July, 3 informal invest-
igations were completed, There are 3 informal investigations to be proc-
essed,

c. DPOW/Detainees. There were 58 detainees processed during
this month., They were classed as follows:

POW's 1 NVA 0VC 1 TOTAL
CHIEU HOI | 0 NVA 5VC 5 TOTAL
CIVIL DEFENDANTS ' N 42 TOTAL
TNNOGENT CIVILIANS . 10 TOTAL

d. Morsle. Morale and fighting spirit continued to be excellent,
Personnel who captured POW's received in-country RER,

e. ZIgstal. Postal service continued at the same degree of
excellence ag the tactical situation permitted,

f, Awards. During July, there were 36 Navy Achicvement medals,
25 Navy Commendation medals, 17 Bronze Star medals, 4 Silver Star medals,
L Legion of Merit, and 1 Navy Cross medal submitted for heroism and
mvltorious service,

8. JInterior Managgement., Adminstrative procedures and profic—
iency continued to be excellent.

A ENCLOSURE (1)
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2. ENE(Y, WEATHER AND TERRAIN

fle &m* The first holf of the month, whilo still in the
Arizona Arca, thers was only ligh® contact with amall ,groups of NVA,
Thers was However, a marked increase in SFD jncidénts,

After returning to the &n Hoa Valley, thero lms been no
contact But once again the vallej Is marked by heavy concentration:
of SEDSg, The concenimation of SFD's was heaviest along the MSR
fron AT920513 to 41909481,

b. Healhome During the month of July the weather was
typified by both high temperature and high humldlty. There was
deerease in shower activity from last month, There were periods of 1n'bense,
gllsty windse

Dormoine The terrain features described this reporting
pordod WiIl includo Both the "Arizona Area" and the "An Hoa Valley™,
Since 1st Battalion, 5th Marines operated in both areas during July,

The Arizona Area is barren and dry, and most of the rice
paddieg are dormant due to the low civilian populations There are
noxrrow treolines frequently bordering the paddies and an occasional

active stream from which water can be obtalned, -
. The An Hoa Valley consists mositly of active rice paddies
with intermediate high ground. The dry condition of the arca along
with the gusty winds produced a large amount of dust in the air
during the last few days of the month hindering observation.

3. ORGANIZATION AND OPERATIONS

a. Organization. The organization of the Battalion consisted of
the following units being detached from the lst Battalion and other units
under the operational control of the lst Battalion during the following
periods:

(1) Company B, lst Battalion, 5th Marines OPCON to 5th Marines from
170800H to 312400}{ July 1969

{(2) Company D, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines OPCON to 5th Marincs from
170800H to 312400H,Ju1y 1969,

(3) Company F, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines OPCON to lst Battalionm,
5th Marines from ?81430H to 2907OOH July 1969.

(4) Company G, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines OPCON to 1st Battalion,
5th Marines from-ZQlZ-,BOH» to 300700H July 1969,

et Assiremy
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B. Operahions. Operation FORSYTH GROVE was conducted from
010700E to 032400 July 1969 in northoastern Duc Due District, From
4 to 18 July 1969 the Battalion conducted unnamed operations in Arizona
Area to seck out and destroy and capture enemy forcos, weapons, material

and positions as well as search and protect area for UeSe and RVN
ingtaliations,

do Supporting Arma

(1) Air., The Battalion continued its policy of maximm
amployment of all available air power, The resultant increased fire
power ad flexibility contributed to the success cnjoyed by the Batialion
in both its fluid and static operations. & breakdown of all air
cmployed during tho month follows in detail.

(a) Fixed Winme Fixod Wing support can best be deseribed
by dividing it into fts four basic sulegories; i.c., tactical jets,
L0my7's, Flareships, and TAG (a)¥d, Forty-four tactical air controllers
(eirborne) provided the Battalion with 42,6 hours on station in their
miggions of visual rccomnaissance and fixed wing controllers. Night
operations were greatly onhanced by 27,5 hours of illumination provided
. by six "Basketball" flaroships, and 8.4 hours of suppresgsive fire

delivared by six "Spooky" AG-47 Guaships.

Two bundred and twenly jets, in their missions as
tadtical air strikes, "Night Owl® flights, and A-6 "Beacon® strikes
dropped 615,7 tons of ordnanco, The bomb demage assessment from those
dropped is reflected in the following chart, ’

Structures Destroyed : 73
Bunkers Destroyed : 3 _
Trenchline Destroyed _ - 925 moters

Treclinog Cleared

1,625 mators
Seeondary Fires '

_R3
Secondary Explosions ' &
Killed By Air 7
Total Ordnance Dropped (82 Flights) 615,7 Tons

(b) Rotaxy Winge In addition to one Battalion sized heli-lift
which wag conducted in two increments on successive days, ‘the Battalion
employed helicopters daily for re-supply and viswml recomnsmissance
missions. Ther weve also 39 medw=cvacs as reflected in the following
categories belows .

URCLASSIFIED
33 ENCITOSURE (1)
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TYPR EMER PRIORITY ROUTINE KIA~ROUTINE

usMo 25 10 10 3
Civilian 3 2 9 R
Dotainees 0 1 0 0

(¢) Significant Develomments It should be noted that though the
Battalion moved to a static position and two companies went OPCON to
Regiment after more than half the month, the same high levcl of alir strikes
were ubilized ‘throughout the month,

(2) Artillery. During the month of July 1969, the First Battalion,
Fifth Marines reccived direct support feor the first 17 days from F
Battory and the remaining 14 days from D Battery, both of which are part
of the Second Battalion, Eleventh Mariness Due to a decrcasc in enemy
activity during July, only 81 of the 580 HE missions fired were at obscrv-
ed enemy targets. The majority of the firc mission were fired at
unobserved targets, and werc fired for the purpose of interdiction, 4Also
included in the total mwmber of migsions fired are the normal registration
and orientation missions. In firing all of the above mentioned targets,
12,956 rounds of HE and 547 rounds of WP were cxpended, There werc 47

1lluN¢nat¢on migsions fired, cxpending 670 rounds. Surveiljansc is asg
. followss:
Confiined Enomy KIA 1
Probable Enemy KIA 7
Secondary Explosions 11
Structurcs Destroyed 22

(3) Enesincers. Txcellent support was again prov1d0d by Company B,
1st Engincor Battalion. Engincers were employed primarily to destroyr
duds, SFD'%g captured cnemy ammunition, cnemy bunkers and fortifidations.
Loss of lives, wheeled and tracked equipnment was consido*ﬁbly reduced
by the detailed scarching efforts cmployed by the engincers.

(4) Shore Party (HST), HST's were provided by Comipany B, lst Shore
Party Battalion; Theosc teams provided outstanding support in coordinating
and effecting hclicopter resupply and Mcd-Evacs,

(5)  Aukrasce & 1ight scction of the 4th Platoon, Company 4, 3rd
lovtrac Battalion was in dircet support of the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines
during 18-31 July 1969, The LVI's provided exccllent support in trans-
porting troops and in providing sccurity for e@¥o¥ysbetween An Hoa and

Liberty Bridge. ?ﬁ%‘*‘é@mg&ﬁ
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(6) IZanks. A light soction of the 2nd Platoon, Company B, 1st Tank
Battelion was in direct support of the lst Battalion, 5th Marincs., Excel-
lent results were achicved by using tanks to support the daily MSR mine
sweeps, providing direct firc support to the daytime OP's and werc also
used extensively as convoy sccurity between An Hoe and Liberty Bridge, and
at night were cmployed in the defonsive nctworks of Liberty Bridge.

(7)  Scout Snipers. Detachment Scout Sniper Platoon, Headquarters.
Company, 5th Marines comtinued to provide outstanding support for the
Battalion, which resulted in 5 cnemy kills during the month,

(8) Motor Transportation. 4 light section of Marginal Yerrain
Platoon, Company B, 11th Motor Transport Battalion (ML114) known as Huskies
was assigned to lst Battalion, 5th Marines from 1-18 July 1969, They were
utilized in both day and night movements over difficult terrain, They
proved exccllent., They were primarily used in support of the 2 sections
of &lrm mortars used in the field by the Battalion by hauling ammunition.
In addition CP gear and 2 106mm recoilless rifles werc also carried,

Lo TRAINING

‘ a, The following training was conducted by the Battalion during .
the nonths:

(1) Weapons Safoty
(2) Woapons Inspection, Carc and Cleaning
(3) Familiarization firing of Individual and Crew Served Weapons
(4) AN/PPS<6 Radar Repair
(5) AN/PPS-6 Radar Oper
(6) Telephone TA-1, TA312 Repair
(7) KYK-28 OPR
(8) FLD Radio Proccdurcs
(9) 4N/MRC-S3 OFR
(10) Supply Publications
(11) 4N/PRC-77 OPR
{12) PM Instr all Radio Egp
{13) AN/PRC-88 PM and OPR Inst
) RC-292 PM and Ercction
(15) 4S-2236 OFR Inst
) AN/PRC-1 PM and OPR Inst
) Pole Climbing Inst
(18) PM SB-22 SWBD
i19) PM PIQ-5

(20) PM EB-8 and TAL Qm@mgggﬁg@

. ENCLOSURE (1)
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PM TA=212
Wire Installations
£B~22 Oper Inst
Instr Line Route-Maps
Instr Traffic Diagrams
Beviow of Cless Mat
Gen Megsage Filing
Propor Messags Format
Woekly PM Toletype Goar
Publications Checks
Status .
fgecounting for Chest, oteo
Files Records
Supply Economy
Operational Stocks
Warchouse and Open Stroage
Forelgn Weapons
Use of Cleaning tools
Sccurity of Weapons
licensing Session for
M2774A2 School & Licensing
' Mi5141 School & Licensing
(41) Standard Form 91
(42) Test Sot Combustion Engine
. {43) Iubrication Orders

SRS
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b, £22 companics during their period of bridge defengse contimued
to have instructiors and familiarization firing of all individual and crew
sorved weapoMs, including the M-72 LAAW, hand grenades ad claymorc mincs,

ce Replacenant personnel roceived five (5) days training at 5th
Marines Hoadquartera prior to being committod to the field.

d, The Battalion mntimied to utilize schools provided by higher
headgmrters in the DaWlang arca and Okinawa, During the month, 83 mcmbers
£ the Batfalion atiended schools in the DaNang arca amd Oklnawa. The
value of the schools is recognized; however, this lnd an adverse effect
on the rifle company in the fiecld strongth,

5, IQGISITCS, Logistical offorts of the 1st Hattalion, 5th
Marines continucd through the 18th of July in much tho samc mammcr as.
had been done in June p"‘ondlng o ntinous and Bountiful resupply to the
Batlallon as it operated in the Arizona Arca, Helicopter support coordinated
by the WLogisting Oporation Center™ (LOC) contimed to be exceptionally

officiont and dependaklo, ﬁﬁ?ﬂ@i@g @iﬁ}
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When the Battalion relocated to Liberty Bridge on or about
18 July resuppiy was accomplished by utilization of 11th Motor Trucks
from the deily cofwsys to An Hoa which, after off-londing their loads
fron Dalang were loadeq srith supplies and carried out to the Battalion
position as the convoy proceeded on its return to DalNang,

Requirenments for Slmm-ammamition were n~% by coordination
between LSU at An Hoa and ASP and 11th Motors at DaNang resulting in
special truck loads of smuunition being delivered divcetly to the
Liberty Bridge position as nesessary, Report rcquirements continue to
be met in a timely, accurate and proficient manner.

6, CIVIC ACTION. During the reporting period +ho Rattalion worked with
the people of Phu Da II hawmlet and limited work in the Bhu Lac VI area.
The Battalion assisted the people of Phu Da TT in furnishing
a total of 1450 lbs of wood for the repair of 35 homes. L4 total of 22
adults, 19 children were given 155 pounds of rice and corn, then resettlad.
into ithe refugee center.
_ After moving to Phu Lac (6) the Bettalion met with chief's
fron Xuyen Hoa, Zuyen Loc. Plans are underway to build a resettlement
hamlet at AT928529,

. 7. ESYCEHOLOGICLL, OPERATIONS. During the reporting period the Battalicn
hag received little intelligence information from the elders, A4All
inteliigence information has been turned over to Bn S-2 and Counter-
Intelligence, In accordence with the rewards progrem the following
ordnance was twrned in: 9 M-79 HE rounds, 3 }M-26 grenades, 2 firing
devices 10%mm bechive type, 2 percussion cops. A total of 2,900

plaster VN was paid for the above ordnance. 300 Anti VC/NVA leaflets
were distributed amoung the local civilians, The attitude of the people
toward this Battalion remains in excellent standing.

8, COUUNICATICHS. During the month of July, the Battalion moved

out of the Arizona Area to Liberty Bridge with no adverse effects upon
communications, July, also saw the arrival of a new Commmumications
Officer, Capt. L. O, Brordwell. The covmand now holds (10) AN/PRC-77's;
however, they are automatically placed on admin deadline, but the Battalion
requires (2) AN/PRC-77's for operations, at this time, with (4) on
temporary loan to Regiment, leaving a totel of (4) on adwin deadline, as
the testing rhase on these radios continues,

' » ENCLOSUEE (1)
3-7 w———

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

. i

<k

@ UHCLASSIFED

L

9 SIGNIFICANT GASUALTIES INFLICTED OR SUSTAINED: VC/NVA CAPTURED

gs Fricndly Casmliies Priendlv Casualiies .
Zak Buldaldon, 5th Maxineg Units OPCON to lal Bua
UG S TSMC  USH

YL 0 1 KIA 1 0
WIAE 34 I WIAR 2 0
WIANE 15 0 WIANE 0 0
oW 1 0 DOW 0 0

50 o1 0 NBG 0 0

BED 2 0 NBD 0 0

b Enemy Cagualiics
KIA WV 22 V3 27 TOTAL 29

100 SIGMIFICINT ENEMY ORDNANCE CAPTURED DURING THE MONTH

6 8K.47 Riflcs

. 1 S&S Rifle
1 9 Pistol

11, LSIGNIFICANT MUNLTIONS GiPTURED/FOUND AND DESTHOYED DURING THE MONTH
1 1 M-33 Grenado
10 YR 3% M-26 Grenades
3 82 Rounds 15 GhiCom Grenades
7 Slmm Founds 5 50 Gal, Rounds
8 60mu Rounds 280 7.62m Rounds
20 M-79 Rounds 905 5.56mm Rounds
99.  SIGNIFTCANT ENEMY RQUIPMENT/FOOD STORES CAPTURED DURLNG THE_MONTH
Miscoilancous 762 Gear Misecllaneous Madical Supplies
Miscellaneous Documents 2,300 pounds of Hice

» Tab "A" 4o Enclosure (1) (Staff Jourmal for period
312400H July 1969),
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SUPPORTING DOCUMINTS

/ - v
JTal "AM Staff Journel for period of 1 July through 31 July 1969,
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SUURNAL FOTH 78-3 1st Bn, 5th Mar.
FORSYTH GROVE Quang Nam Province

v
t
A1

.z'. A

010001H July 012400H July 1969

s . o .- I

010800H... bg B.plt (Patrol) at. (ATB5E519). ..o ecmcrmrem
w oo - While . patroling. this.area. had l4. o e
I S wwmﬂ,qkm@mggamdﬂhemgm HOLE e sz v

ot e o *i'aﬂwlﬁ -;TTQ s uBeJSDlts- wy\i -kdaiu.mmb— uﬂ:ﬁS‘Eh—uW

L s

R LT o

,,ﬁ.wf,omoon . oD plt (Patrol)_at (AT876517)
({found_£2mm, boohy trep. with defonatet
ion...-Results:i..Destroyed.in place. o S.E

I‘"mipmﬁf Co D.discovered. 2. 105mm.rdg s/t
j Mire, 2 82mm mortars rds. w pxég_am:e .
ﬁaxina.,.w sults:  Destroyed.in

s, et T

S!E’
Journal. Glosed..
e l71
N
i
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77 8~3 1st Bn, 5th Mar,

Quang Nam Province

FORSYTH GROVE o :
020001H July 0224008 July 1969

e Y A T T T TN

o B TC‘P)“ at (AT858519) had” ’
civil defendant Chieu ‘Hol He was
O Re's“uf[t

L

2 JRVEL o

liégwq;m&sgsﬁ,szﬁﬂ gfa,;,m?@?) ‘”’ w‘ o
Suhile securing Youth,Alpha

eyl fohei gy

iLreceived S/A fire from trgq J.ine. i
R | Swept area w/two_plts by fire and |
N I maneuver._ Found 1 VG in bunker |
,._,m]“g( wounded d by, grenade.

. __ Man.uas_med-evac to German hospital

- /mt_noh. t@gged as VG, Resulter 1
| 111G PO, _ T
0222150 | Co D_at (ATBTE5IT) Réc'd 3 incom~

_ing_grenades neawgermeter. 1
e L UGMC rec'd superiical leg_vwound.
Returned frag grenadeg and fired

bonn_illunzand HE, Results: I~ "1~
USMC_WIAE, Su T

e DT . MRS

i AT T e

Journal Closed
.ﬁs.fw;ﬂ:“ MR- “ ST
b ,,W:E_m,.=~A.,._‘,.,‘,L,.,~n_...i,._,. . ‘ R
i ]
N ‘
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FORSYTH GROVE

_ QUang Nem Province

*5-371st Bn, 5th Mar.

032400 July 1969

AT

Ry

. 030700H..

oo rirro trwas, et e

T835.é§5) while:

e

one 35-40_years:
Also observed 17

A SRS+ T
\

J::—*‘v,_ ;x z.: 2

and was ’Gakelél,,, R VU,

5. VG K %1

""?3‘6"'5 f:j, at (1T87o515) “observed 15-f

‘gQa enemy_wearing black ‘pajamas at

2(A,,T8§25]§4),,_wald1ng aceross river :

e

% e
¥

‘moying north in column when f:.red

RPN, A0 om, view. in. grasse

,apez:m YFORSYTH GROVE:".

Fired "75x5,56mm and 10057.62. alﬁo_.
~+ealled Coupoke. . . Cowpoke Lired. ._.ws« - MMF

— \

.and.Backets.. Results: . 1. JQ.KIA
3

T i s

€ n s s

e

Jouxnal. Qlkqag_d;vmm e,

it T

RAPYE SN
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NO HAME OPERATION

Csqd (ﬁms"u‘sﬁ)‘zi (KT837503).

£ 1st man

__While in night pause ngtted enemy !
. ﬁwalkigg “cown treil, f

{through in hopes of gettlng main

istance belween ea
12 NVA KIA; also documents, clothing

Tan, . Regultsi

arors e aaay A oel baermis B e ]

T body in the’killing zome due to the:d -

15 ymlletss 1 bhamnook; and i puncho.

S.F.,

e
0 DTSR G WP

"1Co B pit (Sweep) at (ATE51292)

&

observed 4 1ndiv1dual fleeiﬁg SW.

" Yolled Lai Dai and fired 2 warning_

i shots, Yélled again and fired

{killipe, wounding 1; captured 1 POW

£

4u£14ia§ain§Q~l__AE;ﬂELmEnxlllg

.4w/60mm_and had CGoupoke ohserved. ...
5.MVA in uniform.and. packs ab.

B Y

x mmmgallamaxmmqi ol
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