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PART:J: 

mq{qq:?ATI(~AL DA.TJ. 

Lt. '001. W. E. KILEr .m. 
"-.29 ~t 1969 
Ma.j. P.. E. 01 TOOIiB 
~'1 August 1969 

1st Lt. R. E.PRUIETT 
1-12' J.u&ust 1969 
Oapt..lt. J. WILSON 
13-31 .AuSU9 t 1969 

Oapt. P. 11. T('lRlU,T m 
1-24 August 1969 
~t Lt. P. M. WALIACE 
*3~ Auaust 1969 

, Q'apt. G. E., OASTAGNmTI 
t~9 .lugoat 1969 
1st Lt. M. J. KOOK 
3Q..J1" Jusut 1969 

",,,1, A~.t, 1969;~ 1Js,t llairtlalion:; 5}th MatiJl.a ~tio.1pa.tecl in un.tta.med. 
~h and a~a"~o~r O})el.'ations in ~ Qum Dad. 100 e:rzea to' our Nortn't 
~e ~. ~, a:r:e&. to. our"' southeast ale! ~,DuD, Du.c a;rea to, our' sou. th­
w.e~;t m,' ~g NlQlt. ~ .. 
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Maj.. P... E~ Qt.TOOLE: 
t-29' August 1.969\ 
Maj'" R.. L,. lOlItZtQ; 
~o-,t .A.uaus~, 1.969 
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8-1 O.ffiCE1:2 

8-3 Off5.o~ 

Sooo4 O.f.fioer 

8-5 Officar 

Communioa.tions Offioer 

Medicai Offioer 

Supply Offioer 

Motor Trarwport O.f!icer 
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2rull. Lt. T. 11. PO'l'TENGElR JR. 
1-15 AUgttst 1969 
1st Lt. E. W •. HAUKAAS 
16-31 August 1969 

1st Lt. R. E.PRUIETT 
1-12 AUgust 1969 
2nd Lt. J. R. WEBB 
13-31 August 1969 

Maj. R.t. RERZIC 
1-3-1. Augitat 1969 

C~pt. G. C.LAWTY 
1-5 August 19~ 
1st Lt. M~. J. 'KOOK' 
6-27 AuSUSt 1969 . , 

1st Lt. R. E. 'PRUIETT 
1 ... 12 AUgust 1969 
2nd Lt. T. J. FQ[G 
1;-;1 AuguSt 1969 

Capt. L. C. :BROllJJWELL 
1-~1 August 1969 

Lt .. W. C. MITCHELL (mm) 
1-15 lutguat 1969 
ltt .• L. W •. BASSETT (USN) 
16-31 Jl.u8ust 1969 

1at Lt. E. R.MIDGETT 
1-31 August 1969 

2nd Lt. J. A.. MUEHLEISEN 
29-31 August 1969 

Assistant Mj!IegaJ. Officer 2nd Lt. T. A. 'P()~GER JR. 
1-31 August 1969 

Chaplain 

, 

L.t. -T. O. A!l.WOOll (USN) 
1~;1 August 1969 
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Capt", J. G. FLUET JR. 
1-21-August 1969 
Capt. R. R. RIVERS 
22-31 .August 1969 

OFF.[cERS ENLISTED 

n Qe.~fUg IJ ~fl f? . . 
Wgt.:JIlO!l,,~I)J}~Dij· VFD 
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N.b.lmATIV}il ~y 

~om 1-31" AuguSt 1969 the 1st Battalion:, 5th Marines p~tieipated in 
de:reru:li.~;e operations in tlle areaadjaoent to Liberty Bridge oantonment. 
The' Battalion supplied seourity for Liberty Briaga and provided seourity 
tor friendly oonvoy movement along Liberty Road:. 

~i~' •• 

DECLASSIFIED 

ij~ClA~~Hf~~~ 
l1lNotO~ (1) 
Silililiii 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
QC"c'"U 

P1l1H III 

SEQ,UEN"TIL\L LISTINGS OF SI GNIFIC1!.NT EVENTS 

.A.. TOPICS 
--:"' 

a. S,i:J::eng1;.h.' The :Battalion'a. strength a.t the'beginning of the 
month Tll<:'4S :,.6 oi'.fioers and 1122 enlisted.' On 15 August'; the strength had 
changcd t;o }~ offioers and 1105 enlisted. 'By the end of Luguet';: the 
s1a'ength IIt2 .. S 33 offioers and 1056 enlisted. At this time'; there axe no 
o.fi'icera ana. 27 enlisted hospi ta.lized. Joinings duxing the month were 
3 offiCers and 33 enlisted. 

b. Dibsoipline; Law and Lega;L. 4 Sunnnar,{ Courts-MaxtiaJ. and t 
Special Court.-Martial. were'convened during August. There axe 1 Summary 
Cour~"'1axtia1' and 3 Speoial Courts-Martial still to be prooessed .. 
Du:ring .t'l:ugust; 5 info:t'llal investigations ware oompleted. There are 5 
Wor.mal investigations pending. 

0.' Pr:M/Detamees:. There were 12 detainees prooessed during 
this month. They were olassed: as~ i'ollws: 

PCMts 
cm:m HOI 
CIVIL DEFEND1Jf.t1S 
INNOCENT CIVIL:UNS 

o NVA 
o NVA 

o va 
o ,va 

o TOTAL 
o TOTAL 
o TOTL\1 

12 TWAL 

d.. lifQ].'aJ.!!.~, Morale and. fighting sp!rl t oontinued to be exeellent. 

r-c ~~~.: Postal servioe continued at the same degooe of 
excellence ~' 

i., !:-lraffi,f}.. During AugUs>t'; there were :; Silver Stars'; 27 Na-ry 
Commendations', and 42 Navy Achievements. submitted for heroism and 
~itorious service .. 

g •. ,In:terlor. Management. Adrninistra:tiw procedu:res: and profic­
iency oontmued 'w be excellent .. 
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2. ~,~TBER AND TERRll.nr 

a. Enentt. This month there was an increase of ocntacta mane 
wi th small STOUPS of NVAjvc in the !J.n Hoa Valley and the northern seotion 
of the 1;.0" Them has also been a significant increase of enemy' 
util~.L8.tion of crossing points along the river. . 

The level of S]l)' a has; stai)/"ed' abOut the same along the MSR with 
the heaviest concentration at (Ai909505). 

There ms' been a; noticeable increase in other sophistioated 
trip wire devices'" however many mort~ rounds; have been ~ton.ated or 
found. prior to detonation with a pressu:re tYJl9 device. :Bo:z:;,.m:ines and 
la:rge:r ordnanoes,' ou.ch' as 105m rounds have been found 'burled: wi th a; below 
gratm.d.-l~l tri~. 

b .. Weather. During the month of August the weather was typified 
by- both high ,temperature and high humidity. There was no rain activity 
'but there were periods of intense gusty winds. . . 

o. TerJ:..>a.in.. The.An Hoa Valley consists mostly of aotive rice 
paddies with. intermittent high gt'ound. A dry' condi tion prevails aver the 
a.1!e8. 

3. ORGANIZATION 111m OPERATIONS '. 
a.. Organization. The organization of the Battalion oonsisted of 

the following units being detached from the 1st Battalion and. other unitEJ 
under the opera.tional. control of the 1st Battalion. during the following 
:panods: 

(1) Company D, 1 at Battalion; 5th 'MaXines OPCON to 5th Mm'mes 
fiom 170000H JUly 1969' to 140800H AUgll.St 1969 • 

. (2) OOln};lany'll:; 1 at BattaliOn, 5th Marines OPOON' to 5th Marines 
from, 140000H to 292400H August 1969. ' . . 

(3) One platoon of Compa.ny A. tst'Da.ttAlion'; 5th ~ines OPCON 
to III ~ i'rom' 161;;;OR JUly 1969 to 1~f~OH August 1969.' 

b., Ooerations. 1 st Battal.ion.; 5th Marines from 1-31 August 1969, 
participated. in unnamed o:perations in the Liberty'Bridge area to seek 
QUt and destroy and capture enemy foraeB~ was.po.ns'; ma:t~i.a.1s and 
posi tions, as well as seaxoh and proteot the area for US and llRVN 
ina~"l.llations. .AJ.fIO prov::i.dad sean.rity ror two unnruned. ARVN operations.' 
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<)., Support1J:tg kr]:ns 

(1) !!c.. During the month of August·, the Battalim oontinued 
its policy of utilizing air support to the fullest possible extent. The 
resul.-l:;ai1.t increased fire power contributecl greatly to the success enjoyed 
by ,tl~.: j:!;;tttalion. :ill its present mission~ A resume of air support prOTided 
!ol1':'kt:!.t ._ . _ 

(a.) ~ Wing. Fixed Wing support for the month of Augtls.t 
falls; into three basic categories, i.e.', Tactioal Jets; AC-47' s and 
T.A.C(A)ts. Twenty-four (24) ttHos.tage" tactical. air oontrollers (Airbo:me) 
provided tha Batta.lion with 24.1 hours On station in their mission of 
visual reoonnaissance and fixed wing controllers.. During an intensive 
~ound. attack; on the night of 31 .A.ugus,t 1969; a "Spooky" .M-47 guriship 
delivered close-in devastating suppressive fires continuaJ.ly for 1.5 
hours., . 

Three lrundred end forty-two (342) jets, oonducting daur and 
night close air support and'.A.-6 ItBeacon" strikes, ,dropped 806.30 tons of 
ordhence on eneIDY posi tiona.. The "bomb drun.a.ge assassmon t attributed to 
these flights is surmnarized below. 

S1J!ttomes Destroyed 
EUnkers Destroyed 
Trenohline Destroyed 
Treeline Cleared 
~oondary Fires 
Sacqndary Explosions 
Killed By Air ' 
Total Ordnance Dropped (17t'Flights) 

162 
121 

';00 meters 
4';400 meters 

150 
51 

. -10 
806 .. 30 Tons 

. (b) Rotary Win~. -Helicopters were employed. e:rlensively for 
visuaJ. reoonnaissance missions. There were ala 0 forty-one (41) med-evaos 
as renected below: 

TYPE :DE. aq:WTr' RQU1J![NE· ID.-li.OUTINE 

umv~o 22 15 to 4 
Civilian , '5 1 0 
Detainees 0 5 1 0 
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(0) Simifioont De'~elopIOOnt. Coord:inating closelY'\d'th 
artiller'/i air strikes were mado an ihto~ru part of interdiotion fires 
as well as olO&e in destructive fires. The 1,.·,.6 "Beacon" strikes were 
found extremely effective in delivering massive fire povTer to remote 
targd;s.... The Batt~J.ions con,stm t md effective employment of air strikes 
seJ:~:''',,1 i:his commond in good s.tead. In times of need, extra. flights of air 
we-r::: ;':.C,v·::rted from othel.' missions for our use. 

(2.) Ar;t;i,lle:r::.v. During the month of August 1969' the 
1st Battalion; 5th MarineR received direot support &ld generaJ. support 
£:rom the 2nd Ba.ttalion, 11th Marines. Direct support from D l3a.ttery from 

.. 1: August to 14 August, and general support from the and Batttlllon, , 
11th l1a.rines from 14 August to 31 August 1969. Some high points during 
the month were large enemy troop movements' and grid situations by regiment 
wi thin 1st Batta1ion,~5'th Marines AO ... 

The exact number of rounds expended "Titilln 1st.J3attali~ 
5th Marines 1..0 by regiment would most likely double the total. number of 
round~ .fired by 1 at Battalion, 5th Marines for the month of l~ugust .. 
1t'her~·.\{as; a total o~ 320 fire missions, 26 of which were contact missions,. 
expendblg 12'.934 HE rounds, 8S5 WP rounds end 346 illumina.tion rounds .. 
Inoluded 't-ri thin the total number of HE ~ounds fired are E&I whioh 
acoounted for 5-,997 of the rounds fired. Surveillence is as follows: 

Confirmed ]herny KIA 
Seoondary Explosions 
Structu:res Destroyed 

17 
11 
25 

(3) :El1e;ineers. Excellent support was again provided by 
Company B, 1st Engineer Battalion. !hgineers were employed primarily to 
destroyrcluds-~ SFD's,. captured. enemy ammunition, enemy bunkers and fortifi­
cations. Loss of lives; wheeled and tracked equipment was considera.bly 
reduced by the detailed searching efforts omployed by the engineers. 

(4) Shore Party (ESTi. llST's wel:'C provided by Company B, 
1st Shoro Pro:ty Battalion. These tet1lIlS provided outstanding'Sflpport :in 
coordinating md cffcct~g heiicopter resupply and Med-EvaoS. 

(5) !,,~'l+rac. A llght section of the 4th Platoon, Company Ai 
3rd .L.mtrac Batta}::,CJn \4-3.8 in dirOot support of the 1st Battalion,; 
5th Maxinas.. The ~VT.~ 3 provided exoellent support in transporting t;;:oops 
and prOviding secu;ci i:,,- for oonvoys; between An Hoa. and Liberty Bridge. 
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(6) ~. A light Fll'}otion of the 2nd P~toon';' Comp811Y B~ 
1st Tank Battalion "TaS in direct support of the tst Battalion, 5th Marines. 
Excellent results "Tere achieved by usmg tanks' to support the daily MSR 
mine mreeps, providing direct fire support to the daytime OP's and were 
also used extensively as oonvoy security between 1m Roa and Liberty 
BrEo;, end. at night were employed in tho defensive networks of Liberty 
:B:l'ic~:;,:. 

(7) Scout Snipers. Detachment Scout Sniper Platoon, Head­
quarters Company,- 5th Harmes continued to provide outstanding support for 
the Ba tta'}3.OIl' which resulted in 8 enemy kills durmg the month. 

4 .. ~.rNIN.G 

.a •. The following training was conducted ~ the Battalion 
during the month: 

4 
5 
.6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 . 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

Wea.pons Sa.:f'e ty 
·Wea.yons Inspection, Caxe and Cleaning 
Familiarization firing of. Individua.l and Crew.Served 
Wea:pons 
Stock Records 
Stock Lists 
Personal Effoots 
Procedures of Issue and Recovery of Weapons 
Maintenance of Records 
Pole Climbing 
SB 22 Installation 
Pole Setting 
PM Reoords' 81322, TA 1, and TA312 
Control of Gear 
Set up Dial Phone With LQoal Battery 
Authentication Shackle . 
PM of ANjPRC-25 
Review of PM Sheets 
PM of 47 and 41' Gear 
COC Communications 
Review of PM Procedures 
SB .. 122 Operation 
Filing Sys tem Reviewed 
General Massage Review 
Crypto Center S.O.P. 
Communication S.O.P. 
General Message Center Procedure 
M~~g~~on~.~(~)~m~(~) 
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b. All oomp2J1ics: our::"ng their period of bridge defense . 
oontin.ued to have instructions a..'1.d fo.1liliarization fixing of' all individuall 
and Creif s0:rved weapons;' including tIle M-12 LJ'Vl,<,r, h2tld grenades and clay- . 
more mine s ",'; '''''''''~ 

(I, Replacement personnel received five (5) days tra~g 
at ') ~,::: l.'b:cines HeadQuarters prior to being oommitted to the field.. ~, 

c~ The Battalion continued to utilize schools provided by 
highr::c:' hearlg,uartexs in the Dcl1nng area and Okina.vIa. Du:cing the month, 
88 lnGcD"ixor:J of the Be.ttalion attended schools in the DaNang area end ' 
Okin::~;liT9.,~ The value of the schools is xecognized; hOlJ!eVer, this re.d an 
adveJ~8() effect on the rifle company in the field strength .. 

, , ...... . 

5. LOGISTICS. Logistical effoxts of the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines 
was 11OcOlnplished by, utilization of 11th Motor Tr2.tlsport Trucks for daily 
convo:y-s to An Hoa. which after off-loading returned to DaNang. 

, Rcquirerrents for 81mm arnmuni tion md 106mm ammunition wor~ met by 
coordinaHon between LSU at JJ.n Hoa w'ith ASP and 11th Hotors in DaNang ... 
'The 2.l'1Il1lUlli. tion' was dropped off at Phu Lac (6) before prooeeding to Ail' Roa.., 
Report reQuirements continue to be met in a timely, accurate and profi- . 
cient manner. 

6. CIVIC ACTION. During thsreporting period the :Battalion has 
worked v1i th the people from Lac Bimg hmnlet and the Phu. Lac area. 

11 total of 1',044 2lllIlnmi tion boxes ~lere distributed to the Lao 
lfung hamlet for the purpose of building and/or repairing homes. 

In prepat0-tion for a national holid20Y 12 Vietnamese men were 
allowed to fish the small Iakes while 8 men harvested the lotus'blo~soms 
in tho area. Oporation plruns are being processed for control of tho'people 
to be moved into New Life Hamlet. Progress is slowly being achieved. 

7. PSYCHOLOGICLL OPERl~Tlm~~. During the xeporting period the' 
Batt8.lion has~ received 1i tUe intelligence information from the elders. 
411 intelligence information has been passed on to BatteJ.ion S-2 and 
Cbunter-intelligence seotions, 

f ne attitude of the people toward this Battalion remains in 
excellent st8l1ding. 

8. COMMUNICATI mI§.. 'JUring 'l:ih€l mon tp. of .t.ugus,t,the]~ a~talion 
implClp.enfed: a ·novrcodc/authentice.tion system on a test basis. 1"'1enty ... 
four ~24t hours of instrnction were used to ~~"Ure proper application of 
the code; and preliminary'xeports were satis.factory. 

~, ' 

EHCLOStlBJ'] (1) 
"EntIQ' ,';O-fl 
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A~ the forward oommand post, two radio remoting devices were 

installed to protect radios and increase flex:i..bili ty of comrmmications, .. 
An RT-524 was added to the railio shelf at the forward combat 

operCLtions.' center; this radio, ooopatible wi th; but more powexful than 
the PRC-25, enables the :Battalion to override several. types of :interference 
and reach distant stations. 

Seeuri ty measures in the message center were revised '1'11 th the 
addition of warning signs, five (5) new sections of protective wire, and 
a rebuilt blast wall. 

Communi tiona :in the Battalion remain at a high Jevel of 
efficiency and readiness. 

9. SIGNIFICANT CASU1l.LTIES INFLICTED <R SUSTl .. INED: VCmA CAPTURED 

a. Friendly Casual ties 
1st Battalion, 5th Maxines: 

"{TaMe USN 

Ia:A. 6 0 
WIl~ 27 0 
wmE 16 0 
DOW 0 0 
NBC to 0 
NED t 0 

b. EneEl-! Casual ties 

NVA 2S VC 30 TOTA.L 58 

10. SIGNIFICJJ.~T ENEHY ORDN1:lWE Cl:..PTURED DURING THE MONTH 

3 AK-47 Rifles 

11. SIGNIF.J:ClillT NUNITIONS CAPTUREDLFOUND liND DESTROYED DURING THE 
~ 

2 155mm Rounds 
7 105mm Rounds 
2 62mrn Rounds 

24 81mm Rottnds 
15 6amm R01.mds 
44 40mm Rounds 

;~7 

6 M-33 Grenades 
21 M-2.6 Grenades. 
8 50 cal.. Rounds 

100 7.62mm Rounds 
560 5. 56nnn Rounds 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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1'2. SIGNIFIClINT ENEMY EQUIPMENT/FOOD ST9~S CllPTURED DURING TEE 

1~QN.TIi 

Miscellaneous Me<lical Supplies: 
Miscellaneous DoCUments 
Misoellaneous 782 Gea:r 

t3. mN'lm:ES. lsee Tab "A" to Enclosure: (t) (staff' JoUrna.l for 
period. ot 010001H through 312400H ll.ugust 1969).: 

3-8 mWLOS I!:lE (t) 
"!MLil.],?s' 
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Pl..RT IV 

SUPPOR rr;rUG D OCD'M.E11T.§. 

JTab \fAit Staff .JO'I.U'nal f~r period of 1 August tbrough 31 August 1969'. 

4-1 
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5th Mar. 
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