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PART T

CROANIZATTQUAL DATA

s

&

1. DESIGETON

1st Battelion; 5th Merines (~) (Rein)  Lt. Col. W E. RILEY JR.
: 1-29 Mugust 1969
D - Maj. P. E. O'TOQLE
R 30=31 hugust 1969

: ’ =12 hnugust 1969
Ocpte Re J. WILSON
13-31 bagus t 1969

=24 Angust 1969
' Pt Lt. Pe M. WALIACE
. _ 551 hugnst 1969
' Compeny B . Qmpt. G. E. CASTAGNETTT

129 August 1969
%t Lts M. J. KOCH
30-&'& August 1969

Company C 1st Iato Je Je PEIRANO
. ‘l-}‘l Ausnst 1969
Company D eap'h. M De WYLY

_ 31 Lngtist 1969
2.

231 August 1969, 1st Battahon, 5&1 Marines partioipated in wwmamed
search and deatroy operations in the Quan Dal Loc erea to our North, .
%mmmvmaxeato ou::southeastmd anmmoarea‘aomscuthp
vest in Quang Nam Provi .

Exscutive Officer ; Mags Pa Ea QUTOOLE:
- 1-29 August 1969
) Maj. R L. KERZIC
. , 20=31 Augnst 1969

UEACLASSIFED

13 8 ENCLOSURE (1)
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S~1 Officsr
S-2 Officex

5-5 Offiger

S4 Officer
S5 Officer

Commmiocations Offiocexr

Medica.i bfinQr

Supply Officer
Motor Transport Officer
Assistant Adj/Tegal Officer

Chap]am

®

2ndi Lt. Te Ao POTTENGER JR.

1-15 Lugust 1969
1st Lt. B. We HAUKAAS
16-31 hugust 1969

18% Lt R. E, PRUIETT

1-12 August 1969
2nd Lt. J. Re WEBB

13=31 August 1969

Maje Re L. KERZIC
1-31 Augnat 1969

Capt. Ge Co' LAWTY

15 August 1969
18t Lte Mo Jas KOOK
6-27 August 1969

1st Lt. R. E. PRUIETT

112 Migust 1969
2nd Lte Te Jo FONG

13-31 August 1969
Ca.p‘b. L. C. EROAMLL
1=31 August 1969

Lte We C. MITCHELL (USN)

1-15 Auguat 1969
Tbe Le We BASSETT (USK)

1631 dugust 1969

18": Lt, E. R, MIDGETT
1-31 hugust 1969

2nd Lte Jo Ae MUEHLEISEN
29-31 August 1969

2215. L'bo To Ao PGTTEN(E'R JR.
1=31 August 1969

té. To 0. ATWOGD (USN)
131 August 1969

URELASSIF

mez,osrmm (1)
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UNCL ASSIFIED
Sl _
Air Tiason Officexs Capte Jo Ge FLUET JR.
1=-21 £agust 1969

Capte Re R. RIVERS
22-31 fugust 1969

4o AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

OFFICRRS  ENLISTED OFFICERS  ENJSTED
o 34 1095 5 5
®
@
® URELASSImED
15 moLE (1)
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PART IT
NARRATIVE SUMVARY

Prom 1-31 Migust 1969 the st Battalion, 5th Marines participated in

defenaive operations in the area adjacent to Liberty Bridge cantonments

The Battalion supplied security for Liberty Bridge and provided seourity
for friendly convoy movement along Liberty Roads’

o4 ENCLOSUEE (1)
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PART TTI
SEQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIITCANT EVENTS
A, TOPICS |

1. IIESQWEL AND ADMTNISTRATION

zo Strengthe The Battalionts strength at the beginning of the
month wsg 25 officers and 1122 enlisted. On 15 August, the stréngth had
changed lc %3 officers and 1105 enlisted. "By the end of Lugusty the
gtrengti wes 33 officers and 1058 enlistede At this timey there are no
officera snd 27 enlisted hospitalized. Joinings during the month were
3 officers and 33 enlisted,

" be Discipliney law and Legal. 4 Sumary Courts-Mortial and 1
Special CourtaMartiazl were convened during August. There are 1 Summary
Court=Martial -and 3 Special Courts~Martial still to be processed.
During Alugusty 5 informal investigations ware completeds There are 5
Informal investigations pending.

c. POW/Detzineeg. There wewe 12 detainees processed during
this month. They were ¢lassed as follows:

0 TOTAL

POWs 0 NVA o VC

CHIEU HOL 0O NVA . 0.VC 0 TOTAL
CIVIL DEFENDANTS 0 TOTAL
INNOCENT CIVILIANS _ 12 TOTAL

ds Moralee Morale and fighting spirit continued to be exvellent.

¢c' Pogitale Postal servioce continued at the same degree of
excellence, .

fo Awardg. During Augusty there were 3 Silver Stars, 27 Nawy
Commendationsy and 42 Navy Achievements submitted for heroism and
meritorious sexvices

ge Interior Manacemente Administrative procedures and p:r.'ofic';
iency continued to be exvellent,

33 INCLOSURE (1)
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9, ENEMY, WEATHER AND TERRATI

as Iemys. This month there was an increase of contacts made
with small groups of NVA/VC in the in Hoa Valley and the northern seotion
of the 40, Thexre has also been a significant increase of enemy
utilization of crossing points along the river.

The level of SFD's has stayed about the same along the MSR with
the heaviest concentration at (AT909505).

There has been @ noticeable increase in other sophisticated
trip wire devicesy however many mortar rounds have beén detonated or
found prior to detonation with a pressure type device. Box-mines and
larger ordnances, ouch as 105mm rounds have been foumd buried with z below
gcmmd-lew_rel ripearire,

be Weathe:c.; During the month of lugust the weather was typified
by both high . .temperature and high lmmidity. There was no rain activity
ut there were periods of intense gusty winds.

.6s - Terraine. The An Hoa Valley consists mostly of aotive rice
paddies with intermittent high grounde A dry condition preveils over the
arote

3+ CORGANIZATTON AND OPFRATTONS

ae Orgenization. The organization of the Battalion oonsisted of
the following unita being detached from the fat Batitaliom and other wmits
under the operational control of the {st Battalion during the follow:mg
periodss

(1) Company rr; 1st Battalion, 5th Marines OPCON to 5th Marines
from ¥70800H July 1969 to 140800H August 1969«

(2) Compary A, 1st Bat‘dalion, 5th Marines OPCON to 5th Maxines
from 140800H to 292400H August 1969, °

(3) one platoon of Compeny Ay 18t Battaliom, 5th Marines OPCON
to ITI MAF from 161330H July 1969 to 1215300 August 1969, -

be Overations. 1st Ba'b-wln.cn, 5th Marines from 1=~37T August 1969,
participated in unnamed operations in the Liberty Bridge area to seek
out and destroy and capture enemy forcas, wespons, materials and
positions as well as search and protect the area for US and ARVN
installetions. Also prowided seourity for two wmamed ARVN operations,

32 ENCLOSURE (1)
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d. Supporting Armg

(1) Air. During the month of Augusty the Battaiion oontinued
its policy of wtilizing air support to the fullest possible exbtent. The
resultant increased fire power contributed greatly to the success enjoyed
Yy e Hattelion in its present mission. A resume of air support provided
Bolioumy . : . . ..

X - - ..

(a) Fixed Wing. Fixed wing support for the menth of Llugust
falls into three basic categories, i.eey Tastical Jets, AC-4T's and
. TAC(A)'s. Twenty-four (24) "Hostage" tactical air controllers (Airborne)
provided the Battalion with 24.1 hours on station in their mission of
visual reocormaissance and fixed wing controllers. During =n intensive
ground attack, on the night of 31 August 1969, a "Spooky" AC-4T gunship
delivéred close-in devastating suppressive fires continually for 1.5
houra, B ’
Three lundred end forty-two (342) jets, conducting day and
night close air support and A-6 "Beason" strikes, dropped 806,30 tons of
. ordnance on enemy positions. The bomb damage essessment atiributed to
. these flights is summarized below. : )

Stmotores Destroyed 162
Bunkers Destroyed 121
Trenchline Destroyed ‘300 meters
Treeline Cleared : 445400 meters
) Secondary Fires 150
. Secondary Explosions : 51
Killed By Air o - 10
Total Ordnance Dropped (171 Flights) 806430 Tons

- (b) Rotary Wing. "Helicopters were employed extensively for
visual recomaissance missions. There were also forty-one (41) med-evaocs
as re¥lected below:

TYPE EMER  FREORITY' ROUTINE'  KIA-ROUTINE
TEMS 22 15 10 4
Civilian 3 5 1 0
Detainees 0 5 T 0
‘ 3-3 ENCLOSURE (1)
SRGRET

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

(o) Significent Development. Coordinating closely with
artillery, air strikes were made an integrzl part of interdiction fires
as well a3 ¢lose in destructive fires., The A6 "Beacon" strikes were
found extremely effective in delivering massive fire power to remote
targetss The Battalions constent md effective employment of air strikes
servesl this commend in good steads In times of need, extra flights of air
wers fivarted from other missions for owr use,

(2) Argillery. During the month of lugust 1969 the
1st Battalion, 5th Marines received direct support and general support
from the 2nd Battalion, 1ith Marines. Direct support from D Battery from
“ T August to 14 August, and genersl support from the £nd Battelion, .
11th Marines from 14 Lugust to 31 August 1969, Some high points during
the month were large enemy troop movéments and grid situations by reg;unent
within 1at Battalion, 5th Marines 40.

The exact number of rounds expended within 1st.Battalion,
5th Marines AQ by regiment would most likely double the total rumber of
rounds fired by 15t Battalion, 5th Marines for the month of fLuguste
There was a total of 320 fire missionsy; 26 of which were contact missions,
expénding 12,934 HE rounds, 885 WP rounds and 346 illumination rounds.
Included vithm the totzl number of HE rounds fired are HRI which
accounted for 5,997 of the rounds fired. Surveillence is as follows:

Confirmed Enemy KIA 17
Secondary Explosions 11
Structures Destroyed 25

(3) Engineers. Excellent support was again provided by
-Company B, st Engineer Battelion. Bngineers were employed primarily to
destroyr@udsy SFD's, captured enemy ammmnition, enemy bunkers and fortifi-
oations. lLoss of lives, wheeled and tracked equipment was considerably
reduced by the detailed searching efforts omployed by the engineers,

- (4) shore Party (HST). HST'a were provided by Company B,
18t Shore Party Battalions These teams provided outstending sapport in
coordinating md effecting helicopter resupply and Med-Evaose

(5) Jnfrace L light section of the 4th Platoon, Company Ly
3rd Lmtrac Battalion was in direot support of the 1at Battalion,,
5th Marines, The LVT's provided extellent support in trensporting troops
and providing security for convoys between fn Hoa and Liberty Bridge.

Feal] m(:z-osm (1)
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(6) Tankse A light section of the 2nd Petoon, Company B,
Tst Tank Battalion was in direct support of the tst Battalion, 5th Marines.
Excellent results were achieved by using tanks to support the daily MSR
mine sweeps, providing direct fire support to the daytime OP's and were
also used extensively as convoy security between Jn Hoa and Iiberty

Bridmie and at night were cmployed in the defensive networks of Liberty
Bridae.

(7) Secout Snipers, Detachment Scout Sniper Platoon, Head=
guarters Companyy 5th Marines continued to provide ocutstanding Support for
the Battalion",' which resulted in 8 enemy kills during the months

4o TRAINING

-The following training was conducted by the Batta.llon
during the month-

1) WVWeapons Safety _

2) Veapons Inspection, Care and Cleaning

(3). Familiarization firing of Individual md Crew Scerved
Weapons
Stock Records
Stock Lists

Personal Effeots

Procedures of Issue and Recovery of Weapons
Maintenance of Records

Pole Climbing

10) - SB 22 Installation

11) Pole Setting

12). PM Records 5B22, M‘I y and TA312

. 13) Control of Gear

14) Set up Dial Phone With Local Battery
{15) Authentication Shackle ‘

16) PM of AN/PRC-25

17) Review of DM Sheets

18) PM of 47 and 41 Geax

19) COC Commmications

20) Review of PM Procedures

21) SB=122 Operation

22) TFiling System Reviewed

2%3) General Mossage Review

{24) Crypto Center S.0.P.

25) Commmication S,0.P.

26} General Message Center Procedure

27) Licensing Session for M2T4A2 (Mule) and M151A1 (Jeep)

\O D ~3 OWI 4

HEC. L TTIN
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be LJ.l companics during their period of bridge defense
continued to have instructions end familiarization firing of all 1nd1v1du31
and crew sérved weaponsy including the M-72 LiAW, hend grenades and claye N
more miness - F e

Ty Replacement personnel received five (5) days tréiﬁ::ng
at 5 Uamines Headquarters prior to being cormitted to the fielde ™

do The Battalion continued to utilize schools provided by
highe» headguarters in the DeNang area and Okinawa., During the month,
88 members of the Battalion attended schools in the DalNang area end
Okinmva, The value of the schools is recognized; however, this Ind an
adverse effect on the rifle company in the field strengthe

5« LOGISTICSe Logistical efforts of the {st Battalion, 5th Marines
" was accomplished by. utilization of 11+th Motor Transport Trucks for daily
convoys. to An Hoa which after off-loading returned to DalNange

Requirerents for 81mm ammmition end 106mm ammunition were met 'by
icoordination between LSU at An Hoa with ASP and 11th Motors in DaNang..
The armmmition wes dropped off at P Lac (6) before proceeding to L Hoas
Report requirements continue to be met in a timely, accurate and profie
cient manner.

6¢ CIVIC LCTION. During the reporting period the Battalion has
worked with the people from Loc Mmg hamlet and the P Lac area,

4L total of 1,044 emmmition boxes were distributed to the Loe
Hmng hamlet for the purpose of building and/or repairing homese

In preparation for a national holiday 12 Vietnamese men were
allowed to fish the smell Iekes while 8 men harvested the lotus blossoms
in the arcae. Operation plens aré being processed for control of the people
t0 be moved into New Life Hamlet. Progress is slowly being achieved.

T« PSYCHOLOGIC.LL OPERLTIONS. During the reporting period the’
Battalion has received little intelligence information from the elderse
ﬁil intelligence information has been passed on to Battalion S~2 and

unter-intelligence seotiong.

Tne attitude of the people toward this Battalion remains in
excellent standing.

8, COMMUNICATIONSs ‘Buring the month of iugust, the Battalion
lmplcz-l nyed a new- codc/au‘bhentlcatlon gystem on a test basis. Twen'by-
hours of instruction were used to eMsure propsr application of
the code, and. preliminary reports were satisfactory.

: : L ENCLOSURE (1)
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A% the forward command post, two resdio remoting devices were
installed to protect radios and increase flexibility of commmications,

An RT=524 was added to the radio shelf at the forward combat
operations center; this radio, oampatible with, but more powerful than
the PRC-25, enables the Battalion to override several types of :i_n'berference
and reach distent stations.

Security measures in the message ocenter were revised w:Lth the
addition of warning signs, five (5) new sections of protective wire, and
a rebuilt blast wall,

. Commmitions in the Battalion remain at a high level of
. efficiency and readiness.

9, SIGNIFICANT CASUALTIES INFLICTED (R SUSTAINED: VC/NVA CAPTURED

ae Friendly Casual ties
1st Battalion, 5th Marines

e K
. KA 6 0
WILE o7 0
’ WIANE 16 0
DOV 0 o
NBC 10 0
NED 1 0
. be Enemy Casualties
| KIA - . NVA 2B V¢ 30 TOTAL 58

10, SIGNITFICANT MH ORDNANCE CAPTURED DURING THE MONTH
3 AK-47 Rifles

11 SIGNIFLCANT MUNITIONS CAPTURED/FOUND AND DESTROYED DURING THE

MONTH
2 155mm Rounds 6 M~33 Grenades
7 105mm Rounds 21 M~26 Grenades
2 82mm Rounds 8 50 cal. Rounds
24 871mn Rounds 100 7.62mm Rounds
15 60mm Rounds 560 5.56mm Rounds
44  40mm Rounds ' :

3.7 FNCLOSURE (1)
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12, SIGNIFICANT ENEMY EQUIPMENT/FOOD STORES CAPTURED DURING TEE
MONTH

Miscellanecus Medical Supplies
Miscellaneous Documents
Miscellaneous 782 Gear

13 ENTRIES. YSee Tab "A" to Fnclosure:(1) (Staff Journal for
period of OY000IH through 312400H fugust 1969)e

3.8 ENCLOSURE (%)
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PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

J’I‘a’b uAn Staff Journal for period of 1 August through 31 August 1969

A% TOLOSTRE (1)
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