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PART I 

ORGANIZATIOllliL DATl~ 

1. DESIGNArtON 

1st :Battaliont 5th MaJ:ines (-) (Rein) Maj. P. E. O'TOOLE 
1-22 September 1969 

B'&S Oompany 

Oompany J. 

Oompany- 0 

Company D 

2. LOOl~TIONS 

Lt. Col. J .. I .. GRIFFIS JR 
23-30 Septem~r 1969 

Capt .. R., J. WIISON 
1-30 September 1969 
~ 

1 at Lt. P.M. WALIiA.CE 
1-30 Septembex 1969 

1st- Lt. M. J. KOOH 
1"30 September, 1969 

1 at Lt. J. J .. PEIRANO 
1-12 september, -1969 
1st Lt. P.N. MEIER 
13-30' September 1969 

Capt.- Me D.- WYLY 
1 .. 18 September 1969 
1st Lt. J. R. WEBB 
19-,30 'September 1969 

1-13 September 1969, 1st Batt21ion, 5th Ma.xines ptrticipated in 
search and destroy m!i.ssions- and seouri1;;y of Liberty Bridge •. H-29 
SGptember 19~9 participated in soarch and dostroy oporations, in 
.Arizona Area. 29 .... ;0 September 1969 moved Battalion to An Hoa. en 
301600H September 1969 ·the Battalion moved to the Alamo. . 

). STAFF OFPCERS 

~cutiva Ortiecr 

1-1 

Maj. R. L. KERZIe 
1--22 September 1969 
Maj.P. E. O'TOOLE 
23-;0 Septonoor 1969 
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5--1 Officer 

5-2 Officer 

8-3 Of rio en' 

S>-4 Offioer 

8~ Officer_ 

Oommunications Officor 

Medioe.l Officer 

Supply Officor 

Motor Transport Officer 

Assln:tant .AdjfIcgal. Offioor 

Cha.plain 

Air Liason Officer 

4. AVERl~GE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

OFFIOERS ENLISTED 

108} 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
1st Lt. E~ W. HA'lJKALS 
1-30 September 1969 

1st Lt. J. R.WEBB 
1-19 September 1969 

Maj~, n. L. XEnZIO 
1-30 Septenber 1969 

1s,t Lt. Me: n. MCOARTY 
1-18 September 1969 
Capt._ HI. D. WILY, , 
19~;0 8optonoor 1969 

2nd Lt. T. J.,FONG 
1-30 September 1969 

Callt. L. C. BROADWELL 
1-;0 Septombor 1969 

Lt .. L. W. BASSETT (USN) 
1-30 Septer:loor 1969 

2nd Lt. J., A. MUEHLEISEN' 
1-30 soptmnoor 1969 

2nd Lt. J. iJ.. MUEHLEISEN' 
1-30 September 1969 

1 at Lt .. T.A. :P01'llENGER JR 
1-30 Soptcnbor 1969 

Lt .. ' T. O • .A1WOQ1) (USN') 
1-30 Soptenber 1969 

C~.pt .. R. R.RIVERS 
1-30 Septomoor 1969 

ENLISTED 

55 

~(1) 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

•• 

From 1-13 September 1969 the 1st :Battalion~' 5th Marines p~.tic;tpated .in 
search and destroy operations and MSR security in Liberty Bridge a;rea. 
13-29 September 1969 participated. in search and. d.estroy operations in' 
the Arizona Area .. On ;01600H September 1969 the Battalion moVed to the 
Alamo. 

2-1 
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PART In 

SEQ.UE;NTIAL LISTINGS: OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

ll.. TOPICS 

1. PERSONNEL lIND .i.U)MINISTR1~TION 

a.. Strength.. The:Battalion's strength a.t the beg.:l.mldng of the 
month was 32 offioors and 1053 enlisted. On: 15 September, the strength. 
had changed to 30 officers and 1053 enlisted. By the end of Soptember; the 
strength was· '·1 officers and 1143 enlisted. At this time, tbelre. ane no 
officers and ;6 enlisted hospitalized. Joinings during the month were no 
offioers and 256 enlisted. 

b. Discipline; Law and Legal. 2 Swmna.ry Courts.-:Ma:rtial and 2 
Special. Cour-t;a...Maxtia:l wore- convened during September. There a;re 2 . 
Sm:::mtaxyCcnmta-Martia.l and 7 Special Courts-Martia.l still to be: processed.! 

.. During':.·Septenbcrj.7infarrnal investigations welW completed .. There are 4 
~o~l investigation~ pending .. 

e c •. POW'/))etainoea.· There were 17 deta.inees processed during this 
non the They were classed as follows: 

POW's 
CHIEU'HOI 
CIVIL" m:FEND.il.NTS 
INNOCENT CIVILIIBS 

.f) NVA 
o NVA 

o VC 
'; va 

o TOTAL 
, TOT1J, 
2 TOTAL 

12 TOTAL 

d .. MOifAc~,' M.oraJ.e and fighting spirit «ntinued. to "om: excellent. 

e.' Postal. Postai s(3rvice continued at the sane degree of 
oxcollence ,. 

f .. Aw~#ds.. Du.ring Septeniber. there were 4 Bron~ stars, 17 
Navy AchievenCl'l ta, and 2 Navy Cotlnenae..tions submi ttod tor haroisD end 
neti torious service. 

g. In~or'Mana~ont. Jdninistrativo procedures and proficianc,y 
aon tinnod to be exoollen t.: 
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2. ENEMY,. WEATHER AND TERBAIN 
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a.. ~g .. Enc~ contact h£'..s been light and spor~aio througho~1: the 
.A.O.. The eneny angagenents have been oostly p~obes'; llght attacks and 
oooasi.on;/iU sniper fire while uni ts ~e on the now.. The:ro has 'been 8;. 

notioeable drop in sm's :in this roporting period: as to last r.lonth al­
though. a. signifioant riso in the ine.idhnts of SFDts wea cXpurienoed in the 
Arizona.. Tho- enemy' as a. whole is 0 bta.:ining food supplies. and: e;~ding 
large scaJ.e con tAct. . , 

. b. W'eathcl'. The precipi u>~tion durlng this reporting period was at 
a; high in- the middle of the nonth, thus hindering visibility and novements .. 
The rt::nainder o~ the report:ing period was hot and humid • 

. o. 'rem;i.n. Activo :doo paddies, intemedie:te high ground and tree.;. 
lines throughout the area.., UsC> there ~e nUI:lerous strea.ms and riVers 
which one Day obtain water .from. 

3.,. ORG.l:.NIZATION' AND. OPERl .. Tl;ONS 

a. ~an. The orgenize;t1cn of the Be.tta.1ion oonsisted of the 
£ollowingun1 ts . being .deta.ohed frot!. the 1:st Battalion ',and other units 
under. tho operational control of the ts't BattaliOn during the following 
poriodst 

(1) Oool'any A; 1st :Battalion'; 5th'Marinos OPOCH to 5th Ma.tines 
!roIl,130800H to 291200H Scptonbor 1969. . 

(2) COOPany' B, 1st Battalion, 5th Marines oroON to 3rd Ba.ttallon"; 
5t!1 Marines .fret!. 1218;OH to 1:H6:;OH Sap-ooooor 1969. . 

(:;) Conpeny Ie, 3rd Battl.lion; 5th Marines OPOON' to 'fst Ba.ttalion'; 
5th Merinos fron 131630H to 141200H September 1969. 

b. Qperations.. 1st Ba.ttalion, 5th Marines f'xom 1-13 Septeooor 1969', 
partic:tpated in unMrlod operntions, in the Liberty Bridge a.ree to seok 
out and destroy and captuxeencny 1'oroos'; weapons, naterials and pos! tions 
as well sa searoh and proteot the a:roa for US and ARVN' ins:tcllations. ' 
S.ocu:t'i ty we.s also provided for oonvoys bettroen An Hoa and Lioorty Bridge. 
13-29 SeptEmber 1969; the Battalion novad to the Arizona. Area.. . The 
:BattaJ.ionparticil)atod in unnanod. see.rch md dGstroy operations. On 
301600H Soptenoor the Battalion oovod: ont to the Ala.no and ~od e. new' 
AO Ea.st <;>f Li borty Road. . 

ENCLOSURE (1) -
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") Air. Tho BattD.lioia oontinued its policy of na.x:i.nul:t onploy­

nent of all "iW&llablo air power .. ,The resultant increc:sed firepowen 
e.nd flexibility oontributed to the succoss enjoyod by the Be~ttalion in 
both its fluid ond s,tatio operations ... A.' breakdown of all air eoplcryed 
during the Donth follows in detail. ' 

fa) Fmd W,ins. Fixed wing support can' best bo described by 
dividing it into its fpur basio oategories'; i.e.; tactical jets, AC-47' s'" 
and TAO (A)ta. Twenty-one (21) ta.cticai a.il: controllors (airborne) 
provided the Battelion with 21.7 hours on stution in their Dis:sions of 
visual roconna.:tss~.noe and fixed: wing controllers. Night operations were 
Qrlhanoed by :3.9 hours of suppresiVe fire delivered by five "Spooky''' 
A.C-47 gunships., N,ine'ty-!Cltr (94) jets, in their nissd.ons as taotiCt1.1 air 
s:trikes. ''Night Owl"; nights, and A...6 "Beaconlt strikes droppod 249.0 
tons of ordnance .. The bomb danage sssOoscant froo those dropped is rofleotod 
.in the f'ollow:i.ng oharta-

Stru.o~s Destroyed 
S true'tu:t'o De.r:lagod 
:Bunkers Destro~d 
:Bunkers Da.nnged 
T:nenohlfne :Destroyed. 
Tmeline Destroyed 
Seoondary Explosions 
Secondary Fires 
Killed By ~ 
Total Ordnano~ Dropped (5~ Flights) 

65 
'J 

~ 
50 Deters 

750 o.etars 
1 

58 
'5 

249.0 Tons 

(b) RoW W:i,ng.. In adcU.tion to one ]e.·ttalion sized heli-lif't 
which was oondUotocl in one day; the Battalion enployed helliJopters da.ily 
for m-supply and visual reconnaissance tlissions.. Thirty-eix (36) ned~ 
eva.ca were CO!1IJl.ated .. 

om! 
USMC 
O:iLvilian 
De.tainees 

~ 

22 
1 
o 

PRIORITY 

19 
6 
1 

ROUTINE 

8 
4 
o 

3 
o 
o 

(0) Sign..Wca;n t Develomen t. The :Battalion oovod to ,the Ar~zona 
Aret'. on 14 S~pteuber and one oon:p~.ny went OPCON to .Reginent. ,Max:il:luJl 
enr~oy.nont of air was utilized during this. pe~1od. 
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(2)J.i:tjJ.Jm;:r:;. During the period of 13-29 Septellber the . 
1s:t Battalion,. 5th MArines, received support fron F Battery 2/11 and 
n Batte:i:y 2/11. Them '-rom 250 fim nissions of which 1123 were 8-2 
ta:rgets:. ~in(; this poriocl 1st BattaliOli, 5th Marines had 18 contact 
£i:re miSsions. The majority of tho fire nissions were fired at unobserved 
ta.~gGtg. Includod in to~-u fire· nissions wero tho nomal. atlO'lmt of 
regis tration and orion W. tionmiSs3.onsi~1 In firing tho e.bovQ non tionod 
tc'\X@3tsj 5084 HElWOl.'G expended 'onfire niasions-,: 2596 BE on B&1t s for s 
total of 7680 S; 283 WP and 26} Illunination. 

Confiroec1 KIA 
Canfirncd WI.A. 
Seoondar,r Explosions 
,S'tructuros Destroyed 

2 
.; 
'1 
~'Olle 'Obsorved 

Rooently a directive :.fron ~2/11~,q~o1:it-:stating tlw.t in all firo oissions 
the first' roUnd Will be: :~: .W!i' .. htgh~t.'rho reason for this is to increa.SE) 
the satety· tactor in tire niss!OJl$." However; it has elininatod any . 
irnad.i;atc firo for- effect Qn SUspEl~todenE)tiy looationa~ prep fires, otc.; 
whetherc thoy are obsorvod ·or' ~observea'\d,th a dmJ.gor alenent. as far out 
as 2500 to 3000 meters ... As.:a re~~t' th9 Q,nony is foro-warnoel of any 
inpendJ,ng artillery strike by a WP ll1.gh burs.t. Tlm.s it night 00 nore 
effactivato use 81rll:.l t1ort£l.rs'inp~p£iros, suspected eneny locE'.tions 
o tc.; whoro the COI:lI:.Wldi~g Officor' .teolS' it osson tie.! to have on ll1Iledia to 
fmfor ef!'eot: withEE· instead Of a high burst WP .. Later artillery cm 
be usoel effeotively to follow up on tho 81no nortez mission. 

(~) Enginoo1'§. Excellant support was again proviclod by Coopany B,' 
1st· Ehigirioor: Bat1:t'.lion, howover,- olosor ooordination is noeassart in nmy 
areas... ]hginea~woro enployed priDa:rily to dostroy duels, SF.l)'., captured 
eneny anmunition, onooy 'bunkars e.natortlfications. Loss of llvos; 
wheoled and txaotad. equipnont was considora.'Oly reduced by the detailed 
searching efforts eoployod by tho enginaem. 

(4) Sho.,re. Patti (HST). lIST's wore )?rovided by COtlp~ B, 1st 
Shore Pa:r:-.ty Battalion. These teans provided outstending support in 
oool."dj.na.ting and effecting helioopter resuPl?~ and Med....JJr.raos. 

(,5) . ~.: A light section of the 4th Pla.toO!l, COtlpany Jr, 
3rd 4otrao lk'-tta.lion we.a in c1!rec1S:su.pport of tho 1st Battalion', 5th 
MArines. Tho LV'l'ta provided ea(j)1i~'l support in tranaportingtroops md 
prov:ld:ing SGcuri ty £o~ convoys be men: .An Hoa and Liber,ty Bridge £r0J:l 
1 ... 1; Septaober 1969. 
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(6) Tanks. A light seotion of tho 2nd Platoon; CoopezlY B, 

1st Tank Batt'ai"iOil was in direct support of the 1st Bat1alion", 5th MArinas. 
Excellent results wore achieved 'by using 'b.:'U'lks to support the c1e.i.ly MSl't 
nina swcepff, provic1.:lng direct: fixe support to the de,yiiine' OPt s anel were 
also used extensively as convoy security between An Roe and Lioo:rty 
Bridgei; and at night WO'rC c0:91o;Y'od :in the do.fens-ive networks of Idberty 
:Bridgo .fron 1-13 Sepronbor 1969 • 

. (7) ~t- Snipers.. Detoobnent Scout Sniper Platoon', Headquarters 
Coopany', 5th Ma.r:inea continued to provide outstanding suppor.tfor the 
llattal:iion;, which resulted in 5 enemy ld.lls d.uring tho non the 

4.: TliAINING 

a.. The t'ollowmg ,training was oonduoted by the Battalion durmg the 
nonths 

Weapons Safety 
Wee.pons Inspection. Care end Cleaning 
'FanUiarization firing of Individual anil Crew Serveil 
Wea"DOl'ls . 
Sto-"ok Lists 
Financial Menag\3t1cn t 
Inven tOry Prooedures 
FLD We.reh-ousdng 
ICY 3SjKYx2S 
Fielcl Radio Proo 
Sul?f?~,Pubs 
.ANfFRC 77 
IM' a '. 
PC 292 
mlmc 41 
PPS..6 
PPS-6 Repair 
T.A-1 Rcpa.ix 
PM SB 22 
PM Pl~5 
Polo Cl:l.nbing 
PM EEsjTA;12 
SJ3 22 O,peration 
Line ROIl. to Map t a 
Traffio Die..gro.m 
Mag Fornat 
Gcn Mag Files 
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,27l PM TT Equipnen t 
'28 " Sccfu:d ty Regs 
29: LicensinG session for M274A2 (MIlle) and M151A1 (Joep) 

b. All oonpanies during their period of bridge defanse continuea to 
MIJ'O instructions Md fanil1arization firing of' all indivitlual md crew 
se:rvo~ weapons; including the M-72 WW; lk-m.d g:r:onades and cl8iY1:l0rc nines. 

o. Replacerent personnel :oooeivec1 five (5) days training a.t 5th 
Marines Headquarters prior to. boing oonnittod te the field. 

d. The Eattalion oontinued to utilize schools providod by higher 
headquaxtersin the DaNang area. and Oldnawe.. ,Daring tho nonth, 87 nenbers 
of the Battalion at~dod ~chools in DaN8ng area and Okinawa. The valuo 
of tho sohools is reoognized, however', this had en adverse effeot on tho 
rifle conpany in the field strength. 

5 •. LOGISTICS •. Fron 1 .. 1; Septanber;. ,while tho Battalion was deployed 
_at- Lioor,tyBridgo and along tho MSR, resuppl:;r was.aoconplishcd fron An Hoo 
daily by convoy. 'Convoys were oonposed of truoksfron 11th MOtors, whioh 
werE)" returning\. to DaNellg after off-loading supplies brought to .An Hoa. 
tm III DaN eng., 
, Whonthe;':sa.ttalion noved to Axizone. .Area where it renained frOIl' 

14-29 September:, resupply was acoonplished daily fron 1JiJ. Hoa,· utilizing 
holicopters... ' . : 

Food" ai:JI:IUni tion, and POL requiroments wore mGt by' IJ:ro# 1,' Ln'Roa. 
When the Battalion retumed fron A:rizonO;·li.m81' on 29 Septcnoo:t', 

tentage .we..a oreo-rod for all personnel., Ovor 1',000 streaks were provided 
fOl! 'outdoor l)ook,...OU. on the ewn1ng tho Battalion rotumed.. El'!.oh nan'· 
was 5Lvene ahowerancl providod cloan clothinG, weapons; and equipnent. 

When the' Battclion dGpt"..:rted .An Hoa for the AO East of Liberty Road on 
30 Soptenber;,truoks fran the 1st Motor Trl!ll.sport Battalion were 
uti1izedto nove the Batw.lion North, up tho MSltj to a po:lnt near My Lee 
(4).. H~ .th~ :B~ttalion disnountGd; COJ:ltlallc.ing its foot march eas~. 

6. erne ACTION. During the reporting period. the Battalion worked with 
the village officie.ls· of Xuyan. Roo/Loe area. On' 15 SepteDber~ 5-5 
:personnel wom attached (OPCCN) to 3rd. Battaliclli, 5th Marines at Liberty 
Bridgu •. DIlc Duo Disiiriot offioiaJ.s vis! ted. tho Phil LaO area and are 

prooaedIP#J to ~QX .lUyon Hoa/Loc :in to Du.o :Duo Dls 'tirict. Visual. Reoon' and 
groundtcariS fronDuo Due Headqu.a:L'tel!s and 5th Marines apll1"oved the eriginal 
ai in for. tho New Life VilJe~GO.. b. total of 14 Vietuailese civilians wem 
troated by- oec1ical personnel for sores and abra...crl..mu1. . 
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, ~qf'lHYJ'~ ::'H'l'!::"n"ri ' 
~ Uf'."il'l"! !l,·I.:; .. ; ('j 
~ ',: "lr):!'i'~ '!'\:I·~ .~\rl.!7'~;}Jn 

. '. ~1J~:. .... l<l\:JUag~!ili:;3 
A total of £o~ (4) Mod..oaps \-rere held· wbilo: the :Battalion was 

operatine :In. the' Arizona A:roa~i Appro:rl.I:JEi. '!;ely 200 villagers wem t:roated 
cluriln-g this tine.. Ganerp.l nedication was g:ivan and Dinar' illnesses wore·· 
trea.tad._ In addition over 200 nea.ls wem provided f'or these villagers. 
As a :rosuJ. 't of oonduoting sam 2 vcr were ap~hand(3d.: 

Dur.Lng this reporting period six (6) oOI:U:llmioa.tora ;fl'on the Battalion 
rot~r'~ worked on an OJ:phe.nage in Due Due. They built roof's, soreened. e. 
porch md a ldtchen, sODe Marines £:rOIl this section a:t'e oontributing 
noney for the Orphane.ee. 

7~ PSYOHOLOGrOAL OPERATIONS. Dlring the reporting period little iniiel­
ligenoe .inf'ornation has, been reoeiwd. trOll the elders. All intelligenoe­
inforna.tion has beon. pl!l:sS'ecl on to Battalion 8-2 and oounter intelligence. 
A personal response tean froo G-5 held two lecto.rea Oll' 21 and 22 Septeobo:r 
for I, Ie,- and L Coopanioa with appronna;ooly ;00 oen e;ttend.ing. At . 
this particUlar tine the :Battalion 5-5, was OPCON to tho 3m Battalion~ 
5th Marines.' 

8.COMMONICaTIONS.Dalr.i.ng 'Sap:teobor the "Whoal Oodetl -was tested U'p to 
and includ.i.rigtho-15tli,. with wry favorable results, a.nd a recontlende~tion 
was sttbni tt.ed that the syswo be mopted, with Ilinor chaiJ.ges,. The nove 
back to .A:r:izorle Area. had no ill effoot on C'QtJl:J.lnications. 

9. .SIOOFICJillT CASUIJJTIES INFLICTED OR SUSTAINED. VemA CAPTURED 

a.. ~ioid~~ C~t~~~ )itjajfoti!:3th~r1nes 

USMC - USN 

IaA 0 0 
WIAE 31> 2 
WIANE 32 0 
:nat 0 0 
NBC 25 0 
N.sl) 0 0 

b. EnOny Casual ties 

ICU. 15 NiTA 26 va 41' TO!r!AL 

10. SlGNIFIClINT ENEMY ORIlNANOEl Ct..PTURED DURING THE MONTH 

1 11-16 RiUo 1 9m Pistol 
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11. SIGNIFICANT MUNITIONS Cl~PTU:RED/:FOUND J.ND DESTROYED DURDrG THE MONTH 

., 500 lb· :Boob 

12<> ~IGNIFICANT ENENY' E.9:"Q1~PMJJm'T/FOOD STORES CJ.PTURED DURING THE MONTH 

10 Bottles of Morphine 
75 lbs, of Salt 

130: ENTRIES~ Soe T~b"A" to Enolosure (1) (Sta.£f Jot:Q:nal. for period or 
01'OOom Sep1ienber throueh 302400H Septenbcl! 1969 ).,; , 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
SECRET 

PART rv 

SUPPOR TIN' G DOCUMENTS 

J Teo "An Steff Jou:z::nal for period of 1 Septenoor throUgh 30 Septenber 1969. 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

NO NAME OPERATION· 
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