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to DESIGNATIQN

PART I

ORGANIZATTONAL DATA

18t Battalion, 5th Marines (=) (Rein)

H&S. Compeny
Company A
Compeny B

Company C

Company D

2e LOCLTIONS

Maj, Pe E. O'TOOLE

122 September 1969

Lto' Cole Je K. GRIFFIS JR
2%=30 September 1969

Capte Re Jo WILSQN
130 September 1969

‘Y8t Lte Po Mo WAILACE
1-30 Sepbomber 1969

15t Lte Me Jo KOCH
130 Sép‘bembe_r; 1969

1517 Lte Jo Je PETRANO
1=12 September. 1969
1et Lte Pe No MEIER
13~30 Scptember 1969

Capte Me Do WYLY
118 Saptember 1969
¥st Lte J« Re WEBB
19-30 September 1969

1=13 Soptember 1969, 1st Battolion, 5th Marines participated in
search and destroy missioms and seourity of Liberty Bridgee. - 13-29
Scptember 1969 perticipated in scarch and destroy operations in '
Arizona Area, 29-30 September 1969 moved Battalion to in Hoa, On
301600H September 1969 the Battalion moved to the Alamo. :

3« STAFF OFFEICERS
Exceutive Officer

1-1

Maje Re L. KERZIC
122 Septembor 1969

Maje Po E, O'TOOLE
23=30 Septonber 1969

mcn;smh)_

%
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Sw3 Officer 15t Lte Eo W. HAUKALS
1-30 September 1969

S~2 0fficer 18t Lte J. Re WEDB
1-19 September 1969

1-30 Septenber 1969

S-4 Officer ’ 1st Lte Me Re MCCARTY
1-18 September 1969
Capte My De WYLY
19=30 Septembexr 1969

§~5 Officer ' 2nd Lbe T J. . FONG
1=30 September 1969

Commmications 0fficer Capte L. Ce BROADWEIL
1-30 Septembor 1969

Medicsl Officer " Lte Le We BASSETT (USN)
1-30 Septenmber 1969

Supply Officer 2nd Lte Js As MUEHLEISEN
1-30 September 1969

Motor Trensport Officer ond Lte J. Ao MUEHLEISEN
' 1=30 September 1969

 Assistent Adj/legal Officer 18t Lte To Ao POTTENGER JR

1=30 Septenber 1969

Chaplein ‘ Lte Te 0. ATWOGD (USN)
: 1-30 Septenber 1969

Lir Lizson: Officer Capte Re Ro RIVERS
‘ 1=30 September 1969

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

OFFLCERS ENLISTED OFF1LCERS v ENLISTED
31 108% 3 55

= e

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

'("i,. S . e E..:E-;
| o Gl
. - E A
PART II

" NARRATIVE SUMMARY

From 1-13 September 1969 the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines p‘a.rﬁé;lipated in
search and destroy operations and MSR security in Libexty Bridge areas
13=29 September 1969 participated in search and destroy operations in’

the Arizona Areas On 301600H September 1969 the Battalion moved to the
Alamo. C
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DART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

L. TOPICS

Te PERSONN'EL Ill\".D ADMINISTRATION

& Mgib_. TheBattalion's strength at the begiming of the
nonth was 32 officers and 1053 enlisteds. On 15 September, the strength
had changed to 30 officers and 1053 enlisteds. By the end of Soptember, the
strength was- 31 officers and 1143 enlisted. At this time, thewe exe no
officers and 36 enlisted hospitalized. Joinings during the month were no
officers and 256 enlisted. -

be Disci eq Law and e 2 Sumary Courts-Martial and 2
Special Courts-Martial were convened during Septenbers There arc 2
Sunmary CourtgeMartial and T Special Courts-Martial still tc be processed.
. During-Septerbery 7 infarmal investigations were completed. There are 4
informal investigations pending.

Ce. PW{ktaineeai.' There were 17 detainees processed during this
nonths Thoy were classcd as follows:

POW's 0 XNVA o V¢

0 TOTAL
CHIEU. HOT 0 NVA 3 YO 3 TOTLL
CIVIL DEFENDANTS 2 TOTAL
TINOCENT CIVILLINS 12 - TOTAL

m, Morale and fighting spirit eontinued to be emellent.

Ce Postal. Postﬂl semce continued at the same degree of
excellence.

f. waﬁa. Dm::f.ng Sep‘bember, there were 4 Bronze Sta.rs, 17
Navy Achievenents, and 2 Navy Cormendetions submitted foxr heroism end
meritorim_:.s sexrvices

e » JMdninistrative procedures end proficieancy

oontinned to be e:mellen Py

34 ENCLOSURE (1)
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2. ENEMY, WEATHER AND TERRAIN

" e IENcp¥e Bnemy comtact has been light and sporsdie th:oughout the
AQ. The eneny engagerents have been mostly probes, light attacks and
.occasicmel sniper fire while wnits are on the novee. There has been & -
noticeable drop in SFD's in this reporting period as to last month ale
though a significant rise in the incidimts of SFD's was ciperieneed in the
Arizona, The enemy as & whole is obtaining food supplies and avelding
large scale contacts

- be 'Wea:the;g.. The precipitation during this reporting period was at
a high in the middle of the month, thus hindering visibility and movements.
The remainder of the reporting period wes hot and humide

" ¢e Terraine. hctive rice paddies, intermediate high ground and tree-
lines throughout the area. Also there are numerous streams and rivers
wvhich one nay obtain water fron.

3. ORGANIZATION [ND OPERLTIONS

e The orgenizetion of the Bettalion consisted of the
followmg andts bemg detached fron the 1st Batialion and other wits
under the operztional control of the Tst Battalion during the following
poriodst

(1) Conpeny L, ¥st Battalion, 5th Marines OPCQN +to 5th Marines
fron 130800H to 297200H Septoribor 1969 '

(2) Compeny B, st Betteliom, 5th Marines OPGON 4o 3rd Ba.t'ba.llon,
5¢. Marines fron 1218%0H to 131630H September 1969.

(3) Compeny K, 3rd Battalion, 5th Merines OPCON to st Battalion,
5th Merines from 131630H to 141200H September 1969.

- be &e_w.- st Battalion, 5th Marines from 1=13 September 1969,
perticipated in unnened operetions in the Liberty Bridge ares to seok

out and destroy and capture oneny forces, weapons, materials and positions
a8 well as scarch and protect the area for US and ARWN instollationse -
Security wes lso provided for convoys between Ln Hoa and Liverty Bridge.
13~29 September 1969, the Battalion moved to the Arizone Arca. ' The
Badtalion participated in vmmaned sesrch and destroy opermtions. n
301600H Septenbor the Battalion nmoved su$ to the Alano and sssunmed & new
A.O East of Liberty Road.

3-2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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¢)) Adr, The Battalien continued its policy of naxirmn onploy-
nent of all eveilable air powere. The resultent incressed fire power
and flexibility contribtuted to the success enjoyed by the Battalion in
both 1ts fluid and static operations. A hreakdown of all air employed
during the nonth follows in details '

(a) Fixcd Wing, Fixed wing support ¢an best be deseribed by
dividing it into its four basic categories, i.e.y tactical jets, AC-4T'sy
and TAC (A)!'s. Twentyeone (24) tacticsl air controllers (airbome)
prcm.ded the Battelion with 21¢7 hours on station in their nissions of

visual reoonmndissence and fixed wing controllers. Night operations were
anhanced by 3.9 hours of suppresive fire delivered by five "Spooky'
AC—47 gmships, Ninety-four (94) jets, in their missions as tactical air
strikes, "Wight Owl'™ flights, and A~§ "Beacon" strikos dropped 249.0
tons of ordnancce. The bomb damage assonanent fron those dropped is. reflected
in the follow:{ng chexrts

Structures Dostwoyed 65
Structure Dapeged " 19
Bunkers Destroyed 2‘93
Bunkers Dansged

Trenchline Deatroyed . , 50 neters
Trecline Degtroyed 750 neters
Secondaxy Explosims : T
Secondary Firos : 58

Killed By Air ‘5

Total Ordnence Dropped (53 Flights) , 249.0 Tons

(b) Botary Wing. In addition to one Bottalion sized heli~1ift
which was conducted in one dey, the Battalion employed helicopters daily
for ro-supply and visual reeonnaissance missionse. Thivty-eix (36) red~
evacs were corpleoted.

TYFE EMER PRICRITY  ROUTINE m-ROUTmE
USNC 22 19 8 3
Civilian 1 6. 4 0
Detainces 0 ’ 1 ‘ (] 0

(o) Simi t Doveloment, The Battalion moved %o the Arizmona
Aren on 14 September end one company wont OPCQN t0 Regimente Meoxdirmm
erployment of air was utilized Quring this period.

3-3 RYCLOSTRE (1)
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Aztillearye During the period of 13-29 September the

1at Batttl:.on, 5th Marines, received support fron F Battery 2/11 end
D Bedtery 2/11. There wore 250 fire nissions of which 123 were Se2
targetses During this period 1st Battelion, 5th Marines had 18 contact
fire miseionss The majority of the fire nissions were fired at wmobscrved
targets. Included in totzl fire nmissions were the normal anount of
registration end oricntetion missionsy In firing the sbove remtioned
targetay 5084 HE wore expended on fire rmissions, 2596 HE on B&I's for a

total of T680 HE, 283 WP and 263 Illunination.

Confirmed KIA 2
Confirned WIA 2

Secondary Explosims b | -
Structures Destroyed None Obsorved

Rocently a directive fron 2/11 oane out stating that in all fire nissions
the first round will be & WP high turste The resson for this is to increase
the safoty factor in five missicnss Heowever; it has elininated any ‘
irmediato fire for effeot on sudpeeted eneny locations, prep fires, cte.,
whe ther they are observod or imobserved with a danger olement as far out
as 2500 to 3000 neterse 4s & result the eneny is forc-warned of any
inpending a.rt:.llery strike by & WP high burste Thus it night be nore
effective to wse 8frm morters in prep fires, suspected eneny locations
otcCey where the Cormanding Officer feels it csscntiel to have anirmediate
fire for effect with HE instead of a high burst WP, Later artillery cen
be used effeotively to follow up on the 81mm norter missions

Engincerge Excellent support was agein provided by Company By .
Tst Engincex Battelions howevery closer coordination is necessery in neny
arcess IEngineers worc employed primerily to destroy duds, SFD'@e captured
eneny anmmnition, cnery nkers and fortifications. Loss of livesy
vheeled and trecked cquipnont was considerably reduced by the detailed
searching efforits enployed by the enginocers.

(4) Shore Party (HST)e HSTs were provided by Compeny B, 18t

Shore Paxrty Ba'lﬁalion. These teans provided outstending support in
coorchnatmg and. effecting helicoptor resupply and Med-l"}v'a.cs.

(5) hntyece 4 1light section of the 4th Platoon, Company A,
3rd Antrac Bettalion wes in direct sipport of the st Battalion, 5th
Marinese The IVI'e provided exseiiérit support in trensporting troops and
providing security for convoys betwoernt An Hos and Liberty Bridge fron
1=13 Septerber 1969,

3 | w(t)
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' (6) Temks. A light scetion of the 2nd Platoon, Corpeny B,
18t Tank Battalion was in direct support of the st Battalion, 5th Marines,.
Bxcellent results wero achieved by using tanks to support the daily MSR
nine sweeps, providing direct fire support to the deytime 0P's and were
also used extensively as convoy security between An Ho& and Liberty

Bridge, and at night werc employed in the defemsive networks of Literty
Bridge fron 1-13 Septenbexr 1969,

——c

“{7) Scout Snipers. Dotachment Scout Sniper Platoon, Heedquarters
Conpanyy 5th Marines continued to provide outstanding support for the
Battaliony which resulted in 5 cnemy kills during tho noenthe

4, TRATNING

a. The following training was conducted by the Battelion during the
nonthi '

Woapons Safety
Woepons Inspection, Cere end Cleaning
Faniliarization firing of Individual and Crew Served
Weapons
Stook Iists
Financial Menagenentd
Inventory Procedurcs
1} FLD Warchousing
) XY 38/KyKos
: FielcT Rzdio Proo

pply Pubs

C T7

PM's :

BC 292
m/mc 41

PPS-6 Repadir
TA~1 Repaix

PM SB 22

B FIQ5

Pole Clinbing
M EES/TA312

SB 22 Operation
Linc Route Map's
Traffic Diagran
Msg Format

Gerr Mag Files

. . 35 ENCLOSURE (#)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

‘28 Socmrlt-y Regs _ ‘
29) Idcensing Session for M2T4A2 (Mule) end M15141 (Jcop)

Y. A1l oonmpenies during their period of bridge defense continued to
have instructions and faniliarization firing of all individual and crew
served weapons, including the Me-T2 LAAW, hand grenades and cleymore nines,

EZTE PM TT Equipnent

¢s Replacement persomel received five (5) days training at 5th
_Ma.rings Headquartors prior to being cormitted to the field.

de The Battalion continued to utilize schools provided by higher
heedquarters in the DaNang arez and Okinawz, - During the nonth, 87 menbers
of the Battalion attended schools in DaNeng area and Okinewa. The value
of the schools is recognizcd; howevery this had en adverse effect on the
rifle conpany in the field strength.

Se LOGISTICS. . Fron 1=13 Septenmbery while the Battalion was deployed
at Liberty: Br:.dge and along the MSR, resupply weas acconplished from An Hoa
daily by convoy. Convoys were conposed of trucks from 11th Motors, which
were-returning: to Dalang after offeloading supplies brought to An Hoa
fron DalNange -
"~ Vhen the Battalion noved to Lrizone Area where it remained from
14=29 Septenber, resupply was acconplished daily from An Hoay ut:LlJ.zmg
helicopters. -
Foody anmmn.tion, and POL requircments were met by ISU# 1, Ln' Hotie
When the Battelion retumed from Arizona Ares, on 29 Septenber)y
tentege wes erected for all personnele Over 1,000 stcaks were provided
for outdoor cook~cuts on. the cvening the Battalion rotumed. Each man’
was given & shower end provided cleen clothing, weapons, and equiprente
When the Battelion deparied dn Hoa for the AQ East of Liberty Road on
30 Septerber, trucks fron the 1st Motor Tronsport Battalion were -
utilized to nowve -the Battelion North, up the MSRy to a point near My Loc
(4)e Here .the Batta.lion disnountod, cormencing its foot march castwoxd.

6o CIVIC LCTION. During the veporting period the Battalion worked with
the village officiels of Xuyen Hoa/Ioe areca. On'15 Septenber, S-5
persomnel were attached (OPCAN) to 3xd Battalion, 5th Marines at Liberty
Bridgve. Due Due District officials vislted the Pm Lae areoz end are

rrocesding to %ancx Juyen Hoa/Loc into Duc Duc District. Visual Reeon end
ground téans fron Due Duc Hecdquarters and 5th Marines approved the original
site for the New Life Villagew 4 totel of 14 Vietneness civilians wexe
treated by nedical personnel for sores and abrasionss .

3.6 ENCLOSURE (%)
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" 4 total of fou:a (4) Med.-Ga.pB were held.while:the Battalim wes
operz=ting In the’ Arizona Arcs, Approxinately 200 villagers were treated
during this tine. Goneral nedication was given and minor illnesses weie.
treatode In addition over 200 neals werxe provided foxr these villagerss
Az a result of eomducting some 2 VOI were apprehended,’

During this reporting period six (6) conmmmiocators .fron the Battalion
rouxry worked on an Oxphenage in Due Duc. They built roofs, screened a
porch and e kitchens sorie Marines fron this section are contributing
romey for the Orphanage.

Te PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS. During the reporting period little intel=
limence information has been received fron the elderss 411 intelligence’
infornation hos been passed on $o Battzlion S-2 and counter intelligences
4 persona) respinse tean from G-5 held two lectures on 24 and 22 Septeober
for I, K,. and L Canpanies with approxdinately 300 nen attending. At -
this partictlar time the Battalion Sw5 was OPCON to the 3 Battalion,
5tk Mariness

8, COMUNICATIONSe. Duxing Septerbexr the "Whool Code™ was tested up to
and including the 15th, with very favorable results, and a recomnendation
wap sulnitted that the systen be edopted, with ninor changese The nove
beok to Arizona Area had no i1l effoot on comrumications.

9. SIQUIFICANT CLSULLTTES INFLICTED OR SUSTATNEDs VC/NVA CAPTURED

0
2
0
0
NBC 25 0
~ HBD 0 0
be Enepy Cosualties
KIA 15 NvA 26 VO 41 TOTAL

10, SIGNIFICANT ENEMY ORINANCE CALPTURED DURING THE MONTH

1 M=16 Rifle 1 9mm Pistol

3.7 ENCLOSURE (1)
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1%. SIGNIFICANT MUNITIQONS CI;PTURE)I_)/FOUND AND DESTRO_YE_D DUR]%I\TG THE MONTH
4 500 1b Boub '

12, SIGNIFICANT ENFEMY EQUIPMENT/FOCD STORES CAPTURED DURING THE MONTH

10 3Bottlez of Moxrphine
75 1bs of Salt

13, ENTRIES, See Tab "A" to Enclosure (1) (Staff Journal for period of
07000TH Septerber through 302400H September 1969 ). ‘
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PART XV
SUFPCRTING DOCUMENTS

\/ Telp MAN :S‘b&ff Journal for period of 1 Septerber throngh 30 Septenber 1969,
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