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PART T

ORGANAZATIONAL DiATA

1. ﬁESIGM&TION

1st Battalion, Sth Marines (-) (Rein) Lt, Col, J. K, GRIFFIS JR.
1-31 Decomber 1969

H&S Compeany Cept. L, C. BROADWELL
' 1-31 December 1569

Company 4 ist Lt. J. 4, HEILIG
1~31 December 1969

Company 2 1st Lt. W. HARLEY
1-22 Decembor 1969

Capts Di L) MCINTURFF
23«31 December 1969

Company © _ 1st Lt. P, N. MEIER
le31l December 1969
Company D ' lgt Lt. J. D, LINIH4N
: ' =31 December 1969
2. LOCATIONS _

1. During thc month of December, lst Battelion, Sth Marines primarily
operated in the Thuong Due Valley and Cherlie Ridge area., The Battalion
had three permansnt defensive perimeters to occupy and defend.

z. Hill 65 CM(877575) is the promineut terrain feature in the eastern
portion of the velley., The Hill is occupied by the CP, H&S Company, one
infantry company, Delta Battery 2/11, end 2nd Platoon 8" guns. Positions
are under construction for one ple.toon of 175mm guns, The mission of tho
infantry on Hill 65 is primarily security. In addition the company ¢onducts
night and day cetivities, and provides security for road sweeps on Route
L from Hill 37 to Hill 52, The bridge on Route l CM(866573) is defended
24 hours & day by Merines from Hill 65,

. be Hill 25 CM(839568), One platoon is located on Hill 25 reinforced
by a section of 8lmm mortars and cne 106 Recoilless Rifle. The Marine unit
in cooperation and coordination with a platoon from 193rd RF Company cone
duct category I and II opera‘bions along Route 4 and the Thuong Duc Valley.

c. Hill 52 CM(218553)- One Company (=) in conjunction with the 193rd
RF Company (~) cccupics the commanding terrain feature at the western cxtrome

1=l ENCLOSURE (1)
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ity of the A0, The Marines contimuzlly conduct patrols and opera‘be in
the foothills of Charlie Ridge and ﬁlong Route Lo In additd.dn; the, Song
Vu Gia is undor constant survoillonce. to preclude tho enémy: frem using
the river as a LOC o the Arizona area.

Most of the month one company has opemted throughout Charlie Ridge,
e mountain mass characterized by steep hills and thick canopy. It is
difficult to surreptitiously approach the enemy in this terrain because
the number of avenues of approach ere limited the the high ground provideg
the ability to observe troop movement from great distancese..

3. STAFF OFFICERS

,Execu'tive Office'}." .Maj. Jo Jo SH.ERIDAN
1=31 December 1969

8-l 0ffizer/Adjutant Capt. E. W. HAUKAAS
1.31 December 1969

S=2 Officer S/sgt. J. J. WATSON
, 1=20 December 1969

2nd Lt. M. K. O!'SULLIVAN
21-31 Decenber 1969

S~3 Officer Capt. D. L, MCINTURFF
: 122 December 1969

Maje L. A, BICKLEY
23«31 Docember 1969

S=3A Officer lst Lt, G, J. AYERS
131 Decembar 1969

S—h QOfficer ) Capt. M. Do WYLY
| 1-31 December 1969
S~ Officer o 2nd Lt, T. DAVIDSON
' 1-3) December 1969
Commnications Officer , Cepts L. C., BROADWELL
‘ 1-31 December 1969
Medical Officer Lt, L, W. BASSETT (USN)

1-3) December 1969 Hill 65

Medical Officer Lt. A. J. LLEXANDER JR, (USN)
. 17«31 Decamber 1969 An Hoa

Supply Officenr 2nd Lt. T. E. ROBINSON
1l=31 Docember 1969

1e2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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EEW' G ¥er

Motor Transport Officer

hAssistant 44)./Legal Oificor

Chaplain

Air Liedson Officers

Artillery Tdaison Officer

. Lo AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

LY
QFFICERS ENLISTED
37 138

el

nd Lt, Jo A. MUEHLEISEN
131 Docember 1969 '

2nd Ltes De Es CRUISHANK
131 December 1969

Lt. T. O. ATWOOD (USN)
1~9 December 1969

Lte Cmdre B, L, HUGHES (USN)
10=31 December 1969

-1st Lt, Roe Fo CURD ITI
131 Décember 1969

1st Lte Jo Vo DUNLAP
1e21 Decembere 1969

lst Lt. D, H. WIATT
1-31 Dcocember 1949

usH
OFFICERS ENLISTED {;::.:‘.:;::::: )
R Y el
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PART 11

FARRAT VG SULDIARY

o}

During the vost month, 1st Battalion, 5th lerires has had linited
eneny contact nnd o reduced nunbexr of enemy kills. . The Nettelion used
periods of the month for effectively ‘rainin~ units for operations in
nounbainous junile oreas. A slaioon or com: mx; onerated on Charlie Hidre
at all tines except for the -oried 17 Decanber throush 2% Decemdezr, when
Charlie Conoeny was CiUON to )/ 5 Cormuand Group "3% emnloyed as security
for Libderty Brid;e, The overations effoctively served to interdiect the
Charlié Ridge txail complex into the Deleny vitel srea which is in the A40.
On the 2vd of Tacoanst, Bravo Company, Charlic Coupsyy, and a nobile CP,
displaced rapidly cu i}he.rlie Ridzge in rasponse bo ar Intellisence Report
from a Chien 'loi that ¢ lerse weanons cacir: was al the ftrail and creck Uit
ction AT331610. hllc ~rz=vo Compery was held vy by hoobdy #raps and sniper
fire, Cheriie Comaeny frot o nogition on easiemn Ghariic didge, climbed to
the top of T{J.ll 722 dy 13)0 and Brave Comoony rested Hill 835 by 1400 on
the 5ré. 1i%h Boavo Compary on 886, Charlic "‘ou Ly d:.ployed 2né Platoon
o check out the zren. An extensive seerch of the ares was mnedle to dig-
cloee aiyy r‘af*h" _

Casxrlie Compony ledlt its 3 rd Platoon reinforced on 722 snd returned
o Gill 65, Brave Compeny and the jump OP romningd one morc night on 886
and were nel.-iifted back to Hill 85 at mid-morning un the 4the

While Cuarlic Cempeny contiruwed to keen & platoon on Cherlie Ridig,
Alghe Somnany assuned res_gonsi‘cility for Division Sald Basle reaction
comitimont snd the Regimental ressrve. Bravo Company continued to
onerate froa Hills 52 and’ 25 and Delta Company reneined as An Hoa Nage
Defense swmentation Conpanye.

On the night of the 3rd, ill 65 received 4 incoming 8%im rounds.

On Zhe ni-ht of the 5th, Brevo Comvany received an estimated 4-5 rounds
of morior fire. The rounds landed 150 meters ouwtside the périncter ot
Hill 524 Bravo Conprny repidly responded with 60mmy Blmg‘ and en Arty
mission on susgected srids with unknoun resultis.

On the 7thy » siuad from Charlie Compeny on am Hoi Dridce CM(856573)
on rovte 4 was informed that 3 W across the river wanted to Chieun Joi.
They sent o VI hoat across the river and picked up the 3 Chieu Hoi's,
Later that dey 3wd Platoon Bravo Comarny, shot ocne of an unknown muiher
of cneiyr in a canp 3ite ot cocrdinates 791584, They found an M1 carbine
aind nedicel geers 4 larce anount of ghackle and ervyto sear vies recover-
ed from the hody of the dead HVA,

C: the 8th, Alpha Comseny spotted one tizer (felime) at 210582,
Their were & few iwent white muters who fired at himy, dut no war trophics
were teken that deye 2nd Platoon, Drave Conpeny, while sweepin: lntc the
ohjective nres whiers tisy hod killed the WVA on the Tthy redeu.ved Cs
fures from en. unde «.emned source to their northe No enemy contest ‘wa.s
m~de but the ares was searched out thoroughly but nothing siznificent was
founds

Major lenerel UsR. Simpson, rotating to COWUS zfter heing Oomma.nd:.n;‘
General for lst Marine Division for %ie pagat 12 months, ceme sbhoard and
bid his ferewell to ile offfcers and men of l/b.

2-1 ’
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Brave Conpany exchrnged missions snd 40's with Delta Convany. (Bravo
Coinpany a8 An Hoa Base Defense Augmentafloo nod Delta es security for Hills
52 and 25). 4lpha's 3rd Platoon noved onte Gherlie Ridge to run aggross-
ive patrols and night ax:tivi:‘c,ie&m On the u‘ﬂh the P.Fes on Hill 52 took
one Chieu Hoi who stoted that en sirstrike by the Marines killed ten of
his comrades at 801539 The Operations Officer and other Battrlion off-
icers nade e lieison visgit to Thuens Duc DIDG camp (70140532).

Zrd Platoon, Delta Commany, vhile cmalzeing Minl SIDS, located a fresh-
1y dug tunnel at 798566, thery aleo it one booby itrapn, injuring 2 Marines,
Ard Plekoon, Aloha Comnarny, while set up on Charlie Rld,g‘e (872624) observe
ad 20 W/WA novirg west ab {875625)s An artillery fire nission wes calle-
ed an A0 firsd cn-bosxd ordnarce on the target hut she results could
not be chzclied ouil Dounuvse of dm:kno*s.

On the 12th Chaniie Compeny erd Alpha Coupary wvont i & joint operation
to cordon anG seerci the mfisubonc" Loke arne: in conjunction with one stuad
of P.ffes. The Marivea Mav~d"<3 the blocking forses and the Y.F.8 conduc-
ted a thorougi u“(I‘D'.'la e results were negeiive, acourity for a Recon
diver tesn searching the ]uco trioped s 60mnm, wounding 4 Marines.

Or 14 . ):cemoa;, 1939~ tyo VO croased over from the Avizona and surre
endered to the Mavrines on Ten iHoi lridge (‘TSGS':’B\

la% Plateon, Alphe Comnony killed 1 VC/NVA wmlc oerating on Charlie
Hidze on the 15the Io was aating ohovw and wes flushed b the detonation
of ¢ hand ;mrenode. When he van from the lorines he wes lrilled by snall -
arns firce

On ! he 1Tth,y members of 3rd Platoon, Charlie Compeny weroe sent out in
resaonee to en intelligence report from the Loc My Villa;c Chief that
thore were cnemy in the erem. On arriving in the exce, vicinity 384557,
the Merines swoited several children begimaing to bury rice, fish, ond
kerogene. The c¢hildren ran as the pntrel asproached. I0D-wns requested
to scan the southern side of the river, -In doinsg so theyv dlscovered 10
‘K‘/NV» running south from the river bavk., A subgecuent fire mission.
(awsifllery) killed five of the flecln,: £NCRY «

" Mn the 21st, o truck resupplying Mills 52 and 25, follcwxng a road
gwaen detenated o )0-60113. box mines The truek was complctcly destroye
ea apd L& Harines were medcvaceds 4 4 fte deep and 8 ft, wide crater
r.cs Teft in the middle of the road by the explosion. Subscquently five
of the Herines died,
’ Or the 22nd the road sweed on Route 4 observed a UMLE r’-u.ml:;.p drop out
of the sky, rolling over on impacte The road sweep set up security around
-iﬁ‘oc heliconter nnd helped 3 wourded USID into a chese plane wiich hed lande
ed et the scene of the incidente Larlier, Major General Wheeler, the new
Commirrding Genersl of 1si Miarine Division, had v:.sited M1k 65 and inspec-
ted the ares.
.- On the 23rd Mejor J.J. Sheridan sunervzsed the distribution of :ifts
10 adoroxinatel* 1,000 Vietnomese who reside in the in Hom sres ox. who
wero z@tlents 5 the Germen Fospitale

% 1800 on Llo 24th the Curistmes cease fire went into offects Tharge

erous ectlvations on the sonsor devices were noted elmost irmediately
efer the cease fire dejan, conotnting the eneniy wos 8till busy.. Barly
Christmas morning fowd the Song Vu G.:.g. dotted w:.th small boats, Appe;;‘-

2.2 BICLOSURE (1)
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ently the enemy was using the cease fire to resupply troops in the Arie
zona with foodstuffs from civilians cn the northern side of the river,
A platoon from Delta Company ~u Hill &5 waz ssont down to investigate
and the boat activity ceased anrupily, .
On Christmas Day gifts were distiibvied by Special Services to o1l

o~

the Marines in lst Bsttalion, 5%h Mavines, A turkey and roast beef dinner
was superbly creparad by the Mess Sergeant, 3/Sgt. Lescher and his cookse
The highlight of the day took plase when gifts were given out by 1/5 to
the Vietnamese childran ia the sraa by a2 Santa Claus bedecked in a red suit
tgonstamcted? from bright red nail sacks. Cease fire stopped at 1800 and
fire miszicns hepgs ‘
On the 27
Base Defence !

Foncane OPCON 1o 5th Marineg for An Hoa
ation, simmlvaneously Beavo Company was heli-lifted
to Hill €5 in ion te conduct category II operations on Charlie
Ridge wicinity ATG70625 and conduch aggressive day and night acts to
interdict I0G s taroaga the 40 toward the DalNang vital arec. Cherlie
Company, Alghe Conoony and ope platcon from e iv3rd PoF.s conducted
a cordon cnd search of HS MHA T 4l8C55L), Cna NVA Gaptein Chieu Hoitld

N

from inside whe Tillage. 4 Med~Cap was hsld by tiae Eattaiion Medical

Officer =nd his corpsimen in conjunction with S-5 =zt 003576, 4 total of
31 Vietnamese were trsated.

Brave Jompony moved to Charlie Ridge on 23 Docember. The 28th is
the anmiversary of the NVa Fecpleg Army, but the enewy did not choose to
colebrate the cccasion with any action, &s had been anticipated, Brawo
Company at £56626 on Charlie Ridge killed one NVA moving along a speed
trail. In her pock, the dead enemy soldier was carpying rubher: tubing
believed to be used for tourniquets, and bottles of a clear solvent.

On the 3lst, cnemy movement was detected all around the AO after
1800, The Bettalion was uncble to take eny responsive mosasures due to
the cease fircs

let Battelion, 5th Marines concluded & very rewerding and successful
yeer of Leing actively engeged in offensive combat and do feating  the
enemy 2t overy turn,

| UHGLASSIFIED
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PART IIX

SIRUBIT Esl LA Gy O HIGHITFCARE BULRTS
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Yeesonnel wod Léodinisiontion
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Lotbalionts strengtir av ths bepimning of the
o3 L 1u78 enliated,s  Un tae 15%h of the month, the
atre;xtn Lad ¢! A7 offiewss axd 1101 ealisted. By the erd of
the month 'y Dowan 1Y officers and 1137 onlisteds Presently
there era 1 16 weaiiovad hosplialised.

b Teo Unmaey Courts-iartisl, nine
Special Covirie Ly Sow twli *tm.] were ceivened during
Decemers  Ihing $ho s “ m‘ 3 '.m"; iee Battalion Office
Hours (: ) : olec held, Wheme were six co 1 oinreviimtions with

"Jo*w Looese  Thore were 12 deteinoes processed duriny this

montn. 1z3cvified ns follows:
. _ PCA Yy 0 NVA 0 w O Yotal
3t Hini Ghenhy 0 VA 3 VC 3 Total
Civil Delfendnntcs 0 Totsl
Imocont Civilione 9 Total

d.  Porsle. lorele end fighting spirit continved to be excellent.

2. Posial. Postal servict contimued at the smeme degree of excellence.

3. During the nonth of Decenbery there were 38 Favy

Mt medels, 10 Navy Comend.atlon nedals) and & 3ronze Stara sub-
nisted for heroian sind meritorious sorvite. There wore 27 meritoriocus

*)runow.om suom;.tt'\d an€ 10 meritorious combut promotions were approved.

’;c, DLV

Administrative procedures and yroficion-

2. _Breny, Weathor, end Terrain

2« BErenve During the vevorting period the ensny was a little
more agrressive s noted by the box mire incident on the 21st. It is
roted that 38 fire miszions were called dwring this reporting period as
a result of Sensor Activations in the lower slove of Clarlie R:de,e, primnar-
] ily siring #Fls The resulting enemy casvalties are unknoims Capturud onemy
‘ docuie: ws, interregrntion reports, «nd intelligence reports coatinue ¢o in-

> dicate cthat the eneny is still housing to launch of;.c.ns:w setions agedinst
the BWMAR forces during this Wintore3pring campaiin, 69-70. However, it is
doubtful thet the evemy will be sble to acconplish his nission on the

31 EICLOSURE (1)
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4scale he dosirea d\xe o hﬂx@er, diaeaae atﬁ contim:.ng low mora.les The

Battalion eontimos to thwart the oheiy's &hility to use mines and booby
tra.)s extonsively by conduct.ing an setive progran ubing V.I.P. funds to
procure exylos:we ordnance throughout tho 40. leaflots are pc.ssed out

- and money is paid on the Spot.; Ordnance. itens are tumed :Ln almost daily

through this programs

b, Weather. During this period the weather was charactorized
by low cellings, intermittent rain, and monsooncl mist whieh hampered our
air operations, ond restricted road travel duc to erosion :nd wind,

c. Torrain. Unchenged.

ORGANIZATION nND OPZR..TIONS

e Or zz.tlon. The orgam,z;:tlon of the Battalion consisted of
the following units peing detached from the lst Battalion and other units
under uperational cantrol of. the 1st Battallon during the follomng

periods:

(1) Co.apmy uDh 1/5 L)PCON to Sth Merines from OOOl 1 Decenmber

T 1969 to 1800 10 December 1969, i e
. {(2) Conpeny tB% %/5 OPCON to Sth Merinea from 1300 10 Decembor =~
1969 to. 1400 .27 December 1969.

(3) Coupany "A" 1/5 OPCON to 5th Morines from 1400 27 December

: 1969 to 2659 31 Deceabor 1969,

(L) Compamy "CU 1/5 OPCUN to 3/5 Cumnend Group "BM 1500 17 -
Decmber 1969 to 1500 23 December 1969,

lst”"Battal:l_on, Sth lierides f¥om 24l  Didember 1969
G ation on’ Ch;rlie '-dc,c. On 13 "Docember 1969
1st Battalion;” Sth ‘Morints concluctc,d ‘ ﬁfﬂ‘

The' rést -of “tho’period was spén {

u'l:j.ons on Char]io Ri_ g und in the"'i’huong Duc Valloy. S

b

- Sll'f) ort1 o Ar'ms‘ ,
o ) Aad, TThe Bat uCJ.l\)n cwnbmudd to receive outstcmding“*

su,)wrt from b"ﬂ{ bhi’ “Tet MAW o.nd the U,8.4,F, " Sifieé ‘w3 opérated from ™

& static ;os:.tloa in'e pac:.f:.ed drtia, tHE “overa all levél Bf stpport wes low=
er than usuo.l but made good use of the A=b radar beacon and added sevoral
innovations. - First uf ‘all-the Rattzlion relied more heavily on S«2 for
target informstion since owr units very seldom come into actuzl contact.
The Battalidn wds.able:to.plage:fire on a target within 12 hours of an
S-2 report, ; ondly, ¢close cvordination wes, develops,d with the IO0D tean
fruln 11bh M "Qt FL1XY65 o méke gorroctivns as ‘smell 2§ 10° seqonds of
5\ : d 20 ‘motérs in rénge. dlsta.nce o t_rgots as far oway-
© Thosé “improvemerits resultid in swifter, more accurate
covergp Ji‘ the targets selected, Target domage assessments were lew due
40 the fact t‘w. VG “one targevs werg hit in locations which c¢ould not be
searched in’ tmel:y m.nner.: A (-etu-l] od remrt ‘of air support renderod

ENCLOSURE - (1)
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dunnp' the month followaz

(&) Fixed Wing. A total of 55 flights of fimed wing were
flown ip support of this Battalion. 28 TACA aircrafi provided 22.5 hours -
of diXect support uti lizing 3 flights of P=4s, There was ono ;round con~
trolled flisht of A4l A6 Beacon aircraft provided the bulk of our pup«
port with 21 missionsi Ba.sketball gircraft were utilized twice providing
e total of 65 hours of illumination, The BDA from the sbove flight is
tabulated as followst

Trealine Cleared 615 meters

" Sécondary Firves 3 _
Secondary Exolosions 3 '
Killed by Air 10 possible (reported by a Hoi Chanh)
Total Tommege of Ordnante ‘
Drooped (55 Flights) 122,25 tons

() Rotary Hing. Heiicopter missions consisted of daily ree
supply missions; snd dedevacs, which are listed DLelows

TTPE EIER PRIORITY . ROUTINE KIA=-ROUTINE
USHC 18 18 . 24 6
Civilian o] 4 T 0

. : * Detainees 0 0 0 -0

(c) Sigmificent Develomments. Although the Battalion ree
meined in & relatively static yosture _throushout the month; the overall
effective level of Air Support remained with the :moat majority of these
strikes being flown egninst Intelligemnce tergets in the Charlie Ridge area.

(2) Artillery., During the month of December the 1/5 AO continued
to be along Chorlie Ridge end Thuong Duc Valley to the south of the ridge. .

Because of the pecified nature of a lergé vortion of our AO, the maj~
ority of srtillery effort has been in the mnrovement a.pd usefullness of
I fire. To this end the Bailey Team has worked closely with S-2 person=
nel to find the mogt current reports of enemy activitys - the most used trails
rivor crossings end harbor gites. Evidence oxists thot the efforts have
been successful due to renorts mede by several Hoi Chanhs to the effect
that enemy forces along Cherlie” Ridze had sustained considersble losses as
a result of HGI fires From the 15th throush and including the 30th, da.y-
time HeI's were fired in the northwest portion of the 1/5 AO:since no ac-
tivities were clloved in the area for the period of time mentioneds Agein
these B:1's were worited-up in conjunction with S-2 personncl..

In order to malx owr Hkl's even more cffective they werec carefully
intesrated with Slmm, 60mm, 105 RR, and, in some instences 50 caliber fire.

During Deccrber, Scisnic Intrusion Devices (SIDS) were plLanted in the
A0 erd thoush diffieulty with clearances wus ot first oxperieraced, these
difficulties were overcome end artillery hegen f£iring on tarcests with VT,
. wagbher vermitting, as activetions wers received,

3-3 . Emmsm (1)

DECLASSIFIED

~




DECLASSIFIED

. In e,dd:.tion to #:l's, prep fires were ca,lled by F.0es in support of.
' —their companies' activities. Forwerd observers alsc called several illum=
' ination missions in support of their companies for a todal of 125 fire
mirsgionss Delte Battery provided excellent s:chllery support for 1/5 dur-
_ing the périod with 105 and 155 Howitzers. In firing the above mentioned
. tariets 9519 FE rounds were expended ag well as 69 WP, and 59 illumination
rounds. There were no confirmed artillery KIA's during this period.
Artillery versonhel mamning the 10D tower. 1ob~cd e total of 48 KIA's, 16
probables, and ¢ structures destroyed durins the month, "Their firing wa
done in the Arizona Lerritosy and C-m:r:lle Rid, e aref. . :

(ﬁ) g:_gflnecra.. During the morth of December the engineers of Come
oany By lst 8nzineer Battalion operated out of the static nositions occuw
piéd by the Dattalion and atitached to companies on search £nd destroy op~
erationss The main bOCLJ of Company B, lat Bngineers staved with the De-
ttalion I on Hill 65, from this position their main n,ct:wlty was condue-
ting roed sweens o Hille 37, 25, and 52, to discover any mines that hed "
been loid aleng Route 4. On Hill 65 itself, the engineers hawve a contine
uous program ‘of building ermo and fighting bunl:ers, inprovemepnt of living .

‘facili b:,es, etc. Also in prejaration for the movement of 17%mn artillery
-+ pieces o H.,ll 65, the engineers and artillerymen have built two 20'x24' .
. ) brnkorg. and prccul, enother 10'x24' which ertillery personnel constructed.
- {4) . "Shore Partr (HST)., HST's were provided by Company B, lst Shore
Pm:ty Betialichy they were primarily ensloyed in coordinating and effect-
ting Hcsl copter Medevaca, visual reconaigssance, and "Mission 14" resupply,
on the verious static positions and ficld operntions of this Battalion.
(5): Scout Snivers. Detaciment Scout Sniper Platoon, Heaciquarters
Compeny, 5th Marines contimued to orovide outstanding support -to the Bew
ttalions Although the oniper did not register any kills durings; the past
month, their supuort was excellents They were utilized on 0.Pms, patrols
and tower weteh at nicht and dwring the dfu.
. - (6) Motor Toansnortations The 1sb Battalion, 5th Mariness has used
: their notor tramsport section, forwerd in numerous wsys. Theix services
are used in the resuoply of Hills 52 anmd 25, For the first 3 vwreeks of
- the month, o 6x6, M~35, 24 ton trucks atiached to 1/% have ressupplied
the entire Batialione This.resupply included chow, ammo, buildiwg mater-
ials (i.e. wood, sand bags, wire, engineering ste,kes, etc.), mersoOnrl
geary 782 geer, and wnter. The 4x4, M=151-A1, % ton trucks, and tWeir
M-416 trailers have performed o rmlti-purpose task. They have ensbled
the Battalion to remain selt‘-suff:.cient by naking it posgible to trenspord
persomnel to and. from DaNang and An I’oa, and have sssociated with the 6x6's
to transsort carzo over considersble distences, The M=274-4 2% ton, plat-
form truck has becn imvaluable to the Battalions The mules have avorsged .
over 6 hours of running time per mule, eer day, transporting everything
from amo to wator for the comsenies. The 1/5 motor transportation sed-
. tion forward tns been running at optimwm level of efficiency and has meine

- [UNGLASSIEERS" o
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tained a low deadline rate at the same time.

rnly kept the vehicles on the road, but
ing posn.tlona, e tire shop, maintenance
liVinf‘ Guerters and started

Tvro M116 "Iiusu.es" were attached from 11

Decemher end were used to assist in resun- )1;”_ £y

vehicles were extrenely useful
often herdly trafficenhle. Howsver,
to other commitments within

) 2z
provided exce
ing menner:

(1) Durning andersrovith and

they

ent 12900t on Fill G5

: L G5,
A) Y 1
(23 7 out vehnicles ths
3) 24«50 caliber mec
l?io' GCHS
Thae major prob 1m encountered with

‘

Motor "I persomnel have not
hove built several defensive fighte
shon, a shower; ra<painted their

bvuilding a lLi‘Jricwtion rack and 2 POL racks

th Motor Transport Battelion 1«10
Fills 52 and 25¢ These

53 the nonsocons contimed and the roazd ves

were retracted Wy 1lth Moltors due

tne Divisione

Two Tiame tanks from Flame Platoon, lst Tank Battzlion

The tanks were used in the follow-
clenving ficlds of fire on sides

t vere stuck in the mud along Route.

hine gun fire do &I zlong Cherlie
the taris was the linited avail-

ehility of m.pe.;.m for the Tlame tanks to mere ~.¢feo sivels use this unit.
4o TR
a- The Tollowing Training wes condusted during 0 month.
§1- Heapons Snfoly
}2 J.,,m')n'a Inspectinn, Gave and Clenning .
{3 : » and Compess
L4 Lea.rcrsc...p . | 4
) Viet € tlines fnd 7 0'*‘ov brapa .
I
L
A

e e I e et

URNGLASSIFIED

of H_e fleld

Darsonel Ros aen8e e
Ty Drvo inuse A ' ‘
3} Fami lizrk :’;a"i:i,n A Firiag of the M 16, 1‘“;0,
L) X174 iusomatic Grencde f]’_-sz:w.ncb.er.
1D} Uomvear b,T;}fb\r anent
(1.’1.‘} | Farward Choerver ocedi:ea
(12) TVemersal Digeases
’ : N .
\‘13) G0rkm mowtee 19 (live firing)
{14) wuiek Hill Yechniyues
(15Y  Tniform spmasrance
(liﬁ) Milditoxy Customs ~nd Uioulesy
i'.l'Z') Iindivicvsl erd Group Fygiene in the fiela |
(16 Goperal (rders ‘
(19; Fendling of 2Gd's end Chieun Zoi's
(20) Sﬂv"‘n('s 10, Deporit Promren pnd GeileD.
(2i) Troop Leading S3teps
(_22,:) Gonduct of e na.rJnﬂ in ~nd out
§2,7> ) Antler ersomnel Hine~il841
_ /‘24§ AP 25 Ractio
{25 ;1—26 land Grenade
| 3=5

BIULOsVRE (1)
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26) PEmbarkation Procedures

27) YNomencletbure of the 8lmm nmorter

28) Crew Training for Blium mortsr teoms
(29) Bore sighting of the Qlmn merter
{30) Physical Draining

(31) Corrsct laving of ihe Sl morisw
Cere anmd Cleaning of the 106mn Hecoiliess Riflie

ol
N

R O I o I Vo Wl TR L NI, T T, P N I L NS N e I N

Tleciringl Sad
Pre-rontive Firast Aid
Coibat lulelligence
KY-33
Drivers Wrsining for T
N n
t

£8

sting and Licensing Leledls
enance
ng NAVIO 1062750

Heckly Jraventive fal
#rocedures fov coudlet]
On the jJob traising

Yericle “al:

e
t
.

O o= G\ e \H N

(s

(Live ¥irinz)

]
3covting and Peitroling

HTNSTTNST TN I TN TN NN TN TN TN NN TN TN TN TN TN TN TN \r_"\

R A R R O e o

A NN PN

e &1F compunies while providing security for Hill 65 contimed to
held irvsbruction ~nd fepiliarization firing of all individusal and crevw
SCLVRA WeaTOLO )

Te B ‘!‘:':L‘fc,-/":-:n‘o;;r trep laoe was sonsvructeod by the Battalion at Hill
59, The iane will b2 veed daily by oms squad from the Battalion on a
rotebtlonal bosiss In addition all replacement personnel will be re-
guicad %o fo throuwsh the lone as port of Battzlion check-in procedures.

A~ Ezolscerment pergonnel received five (5) days treining at 5th Mar-
ines hopddvaruers neior o being comiitted to the fielde.
2, The Jetialion continued %o ubilize sshools provided by ndgher
Hesdrusrters in the Deleng sresw and Okinews. The valuc of the schools
is recugnizged, Yowever; this hed an adverse effect on the rifle-companys

in-tins-field strenmgbhe

5s JOQEIBIICS. During the jericd 1-31 December 1959, this Battalion
confimued to onerate from Hill 65 (AT7878576)s In zddition to organic
trensovortation, the Uattalion utilizod vehicles from Company A. lst
3at werosiig (1)
DECLASSIFIED

ASSIFIED !

323 Craw training for the 106w Recoilliess Rifle

34 Artding of %he antiepersoanel rounds for the 106 Recoilless Rifle
75) Gare and Cleaning of Flamethrowers S

3§) Nomenclature,gereral meintenance, firing procedures (flame thrower)
27 inntiona Security

38) Preveutive Maindensnce ¥AC/25 Radio

39) Cliaszif

~
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‘liotor Transnort Battalion. This normally consisted of three M35 trucks.
Mo of these vehicles were kept on Hill 65 where they were used es "Housee
keeping Vehicles" and for resupnly. These trucks hauled Cless I and V
fron Dalang, Cless III from Hill 37 (AT915582), and were used for distri-
buting all classes of sunplics from Hill 65 to the company occupying Hills
52 (41788552) and 25 (AP8B06553)e The third truck ceme from An Hoa, end was
used zo transport Classes 1I and Iv, mail, a.no. personnel from An Hoa to
ziill 5.

Two ¥1l6 "Huskics" were atteched from llth Motor Transport 2attelion 1-10
Decoember: and were used to aseist in resupplying Hills 52 and 25 These
vehicles were extremely useful a3 the monsoons continued and the road was
often hardly traefficable. However, they were retracted by 1llth Motors duc
t0 other commitments within the Division.

The loss of the two “"Huskies" hindered logistics overations and it

“wag deternined th-t evaileble inorganic transoortation nssets were in-
edeguate to supjort the Satitalion by providing resupply, and transiorting
sufficient materials to make needed improvements in living and working
speces and field fortifications at Hill 65, Therefore, ligison was eff-
ected with the Divi sion Ge4 and FIC and arrangements were made to provide
solective londing of FiC convoys carrying Clase I and V supplies from
Delieng, so that certain trucks, designated for 1/5 would sepjerate them-

. selves from the comvoy at A1l 37 (AT915582) and proceed chrectl,j vo Hill
" 65. Secversl problems were encountered in initieting the systems It had
~ ‘ " not worked adetuntely until 30 Decembor 1969, The use of FIC vehicles
, - made it possible for the lst Motors vehicles to be more readily available
for. "Housekcepinz" functions, ~nd for resupply of Hills 52 and 25.
" Field fortifications were improved considerely at Hill 65 with add-
ttion of wire, sandbnogzs, and reinforcement of hunkers.

6+ CIVIC ACTION. General: On the morning of the 25tk of December the.

§-5 gection attended o Christmas gathering et the Protestent Church in
Pruong dn Hamlet (4T868574). In the afternoon, a Christmas Party vas giv-
‘en on Hill 65 for 20 children from Loc My Villeme, 15 from Loc An, and 15
fron Loc Yuange Fech child was accompanied by a Merine ond was given a
nregent.. Refreshments were served and Iit. Col. Griffis expressed our
Christmas grectings to the Villege Chief of Loc An nnd ropre sentatives

from Loc My and loc ‘wsuang, who returned Vietnamese greeti ngs to the Marines.
A gift of o set of tools was jresented to ench villnge represemastive as a
token of friendshin of the imexrican people. :

Genera}l Walti Scholersiios:-.Bighteen elementary level students recoived
500:VE each for the monih of December. This was the last month of the
four month schelarships.

Tevsonal Assistance:

a. 60 1vs, of food . es 1 carventry kit
be 400 lhs. of clothing fo 2 resottlement kits
Ce 200 school kitn s 300 bottles of Anacin

. de 1 masonry kit
W 317 | ENCLOSURE (1)
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Medical Assistance: Six Med-Ca.ps were held = tvo at Ha Wha Hemlet (AT788-
548) with 262 persons treated, Nghia Tay Hanlet (AT883585) with 50 persons
treated, Tom Hoa Hemlet (A;863573) with 110 persons treated, Truong in
Eanlet (4T868574) with 93 persona treatel, and Song Bith Hamlet (!«.T876579)
with 24 persons treated.

‘The Battalion 4id Station geve ireatinent to an e.vcrn.g;e of 20 wersons
per wveek end 4 persons were evecucted to Dalang for further treatmente.

Industrisl Rc; tion . CBlvitioss A Vietnhmese gift siiop contracted w:l.th
PX syster wes hrougat eboard the Hill 65 Camtomnent.

T "‘YCdOLOGIC"L Ci ’:itfxTIQIIbl ight aez.‘;\.e.l leaflet drons wore used in the
‘ Va.lle3 hotween Fill 52 and H.lll 65 and ovet Gthriie Rlurn. The primary
' Hessases were Chieu Hoi and the V.IiPi Programe

Two nerizl brpadcasts were vsed in the Vu Gia River Valley cexrrying a
Pro-GVY -messeces

An cudio-visval team showed 2 hours of movies at Truony An Hemlet,
cons:.st:.ng of "lransnortation - USA™, 2 Vietnumese comedies, and a film
snow:. & Vietnemese Forces in actn.on.

8, COMMUNICATIONS. Severa,l innovetions were nede in commnications dure
ing the nonth of Decembere On the 10%h, in accordance with Division di-
rectives, the Pattalion began enploying secure voice trensmission on efuip=-
nent (cipher) on its chief tacticzl nets. 1o orohlems were encountercd

in initiating cipher vrocedures, A1l Communicetions Platoon personnel

had received amvle training after o partial issue of cipher cguimment was
nade. several months ngoe Company officers and MCO's were given special
Hr:.eflnbs aind instruction on capebilities, logistical req_turcments, and
ph"dlca‘,l sa.tot,\ml'us a.ssoclabed with the -secure voice programae. ..« < :
e tecly gho: nnd me,)sa,gc centcr also ma,de moorue,nt n,ddltlons uD v
theie oene,mli.,lc" $Hig "ncntn.o. The ‘teclmicians built a. hot locker, an
egsentiz l J.tem for 'arevtmt:mU corrosw.on cnd eloctrlcul saorts An:commun-
icatiochd gear dml.w___une monsoon sezson. The : nmessese centexr had difficulty
+ov“rda the ond of the mont 1 meinteining its teletype link with-regiment.
To comopt this frcwent 10 s of a alunble cozmmucatiom liink, nessege.
center r)c1~ sonnel. are nov establist ing an alternatn, Toute tharough the Baw
ttelion rear, . When net needed for the trwnsmlsss.on of -tacticel tedetyve
urai‘fic, +,)e nes stai‘n on' wlll oe veed for tra:.mn{" om"oo 85 e

At Ehe Forvmmd DA se, all “comminicetors joined the general effort to
""urdcn ]J.vin{' Quarters. and. add. suplementery positions on &he perimeter..
[ *L., Lbunkers,,\and fl\_htmg holoes eered gon-
‘t‘er' Dart of The, nonki, dallJ 3lagses were orga.nizeé

on subaef’ta lnclud 1,, .v'ea 2013 . saxctv electr:ca.l safety, ‘malaria pre=.
vention, and. safeiua g clessificd material.

3-8
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SIGNIFICM CASUALTIRS INFLIC“EE’.D OR_SUSTAINED: Wfl“'VA CAP'I.‘URED

PR

Q

Qe Friendlv Cosunlties E Friendly Ca.sul tics
1st Battalion, Hth Marines ~ Units OPCON to 1st Bne
uge - Sy | e USN
KIA 4 0 KIA o - 0
WIAE 3 1 WLAB 1 0
WIANG 4 0 WIALE 1 0
DG 3 ¢ DO 0 0
DOD 0 0 s o3 0 0
mﬂ 8 0 11BD 0 0
NBD 3 0
'b. "Enemy ,Cgmltieg _
K& Wi 25 W 2 . TOTAL 49
100 SIGNIRICATT BIENY APTURMD DURITG TUE HOUTY  NORE
110 SIGEIFICHED UUTEICNS bam;x;@o/n OULD 43D DSTROYAD DURING THE WONTH
3=60rm. Mortar rounde |
6~25 1h, Bhapze Charges
1-Chi-Ccm gronads
12, " SIGNIFICANT BIWIYY BAUIPMEIT/FO0D STORES CAPTURED DURLEG THE NOMVI
15 *_pou_nd's of rice Miscealanecus Documents
Assorted lotiers Small Knives
13. BIEMY DBOOBY TRASSAMNES FOUID AYD DESTROYED DURING THE MONTH
Bovby trors i""wmd '13__09_}:{__ wepg/mines detonated
9.M26 Grenade: , 1LhiCon gronade w/ sressure detonater
1-105rm rourd w/pressuré  1-M26 grensde w/gressure release det.
relense detonnier 2=60m: mortar rounds w/tripwire
1-10 rm round w/teipwire
~50=75 1b. hox mine~pressure det.
14. HITRIES. Sec Teb “a" to Erclosure (1) (Staff Journsl for the period

of 01N001H throvsh 3124007 Decembor 1969).

UNCLASSTFIED

3=9 4HILOSSURE (1)
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

*Zrab mAN Staff Journal for period of 1 December through 31 December 1969.

fele ENCLCSURE (1)
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. .JOURNAL FORM

" UNIT OR SECTICN S« Jat. Bn,, 5'bh Maxw

Su2
: .Qgggg Nam Frovince

PLACE

. O10001H 0124 C0H

Doc, 1969

FROM T0

ouT .

SER

0

DATETTME
GacUP

.

INCIDENTS; MESSAGES, ORDFRS

AC TICN

TAKEN

Journal Opened:

|

-l

7

i1

i010800H

Reauested 1 VR for 1000 02 Deg, 69
from Moog_e_ Peak,

Peg-!- -

101093

B-2 Platoon while on patrol found

cave complex. Complex looked well

uged and contained sandbags, chow

bags and a fireplace,

Vieinity
of 20208578,

S.F

\9':(‘

1010950

D ———

B-2 Platoon while on patrol found
char es ( U,S3, i
of AI‘??IS% .

i
I

S.Fﬂ

©
A,

1Intell, Report:

NVA_POW indicates

N

B~

1011058H -

gupply route from Base Camp vicipity

1

iy

)

s e

ivicinity AT79756h.

ATB05628 to Loc Phwoc (2) (H)

]1B-2 while on patrol found 1-250 lb,

F e

g i 4

l

. L]
E

1011550

bomb vicinity 792580. - Due tO lack

o k-&\r
{

i
1

1 future destruction.

of explosives, bomb was marked for

ey
.

S.F,

CLI5L5H

~ Intell. Report:

NVA pew states re-

i

M-g X

{
f
¢
H
1

ey

{supply route to stream located vicin-

ity AT8062 to stream located vicinity

ATBQ61, Route crosses stream vicinityl .

é}—-~\7-.“-;' L
i
; |
i
T

F

AL g

]

813583, then follows trail located

{vicinity AT811581 to stream located

EACE S

i
oS
k1
{
i

H

Y

{
| omeitic
s

g wi -
i .
)

y
{

urfa‘,

~Jvicinity AT798576, then follows stre
7east to AT797568 and proceeds to

- 1AT79756L and Lam Tay vicinity AT790506L.

.t O
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_TIME __SFR lmammrne - ' ACTION
7§ OUT -} 10 | GRCUR INCIDENTS , MESSAGES, ORDERS | TAKEN
' L VAt thie loeation is s quartermaster
——— section of 31st Regt, Route last ¢

i j , used 20 Nov, 69, ' ' g F
i —

1 : _Journal Cloged

i
f
Lo
X
i
Ll
s
(i
.
I
A ] '
et .
(00 SO W
A S

\

. N
e . .o ' ’ ' .

e e

~~

[ JOURNAL FoRM " UNIT OR SECTICN S-3 1ab Bney 5th Mare
_ .52

Guang Nam Province

PLACE

0100014 012400 Dec. 1969

FROM TO
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{ ' JOURNAL FORM

- UNIT OR SECTION g3 1ot BEney 5th Mare

PLACE

0200018 0224L,008

Dec. 1969

FROM T0

- TTME.

. v seevesetpratinot |

-

G QUT . -

DATETIME
R

b4

INCIDENTS , MESSAGES, ORTERS

%ACTION

TAKEN

_ Journal Opensd

02110CH

2 VN youths brought 1- M-2 compass

1110p

to Bn., S22 for V,I,P, payment. S .

paid 40O piastres.

B'Com'panv and Bn., CF gere an patrol

JLL00

021140(1-1

route vicinity AT81L577 when enemy

N

sniper fired 6 r

returned 30 rds. small arms and cone

tinued on patrol.

Shortly after mov<

Ane; gseveral more sniper raunds-were

{ rec
AT820587 .

Bravo then called OV-10
2=Cobx n i

1 Units of B Co

fire and 60 mm mortar FE,

“3.F.

10716300

} vicinity AT82358

B=2 while enroute to _c:gwﬂm?______.

tripped M=-26 frag. grenade booby trag

- Cal

and 2 priority medevac

called and when chopper landed in LZ

1it took sniper fire from viecinitv ..

JATB21585.,

e

Cobra gunships expended
their ordnance and medevac was com _

{02L7001_

ective found 2 booby traps vicinity

|5 Company while moving %o company obik

1A7821583 and ATB2258). First hoohy

‘brap was M=26 Frag grenade, secand
{boobytr : jc

e, Baoth

re hooked to trip wires and were

0 in 1aqe.

S.F.
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.. JOURNAL FORM - UNIT OR® SECTLON Ssaof)" 13'1:-'.&{1&; 5th Mar.
. , . =2
Praovince
PLACE
0200018 . . . QoolOH  Dec. 1949
FROM 70
) B ,‘
_TOME__ SER ImamETivE o o ACTION
3§ OUT -} 10 | GRovP INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDFRg ¢ TAKN
200 1 5 l0220008 | Intel1, Report: Ope VG nggang ::mm’
: f. ; 4 the Q=83rd b Vi
' AT898558, Streng
; - are 1-82 mm mortar, le machjng_guh and
‘ S~ B-Li0 rocket_launchers.  Their
! uniforms are varied and their missi
may be to crosg river and attack trachs
-1in Loc An and Loc E}_J,gng tonight.
Ra‘bir‘lg 0-20 SnF.
Journal Closed
b
i,
7
.
[
t 1
[t PRIV |
{
3
Fi :
z-.-.....%,,.‘ s .;)..,..,.___, { i
.‘,.._ _“i u.wg. ‘1
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J OURI\TAL FORM

UNIT OR SECTION Ss-oz 1st Bney 5th Mare

u
PLACE

030001H
FROM

TOkVINeTo 2 Y-S V7 <~ I—

 SER

DATETTMR
GROUP

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS

LLC‘“ION

TAKEN

Mo

Journal Opened

30800

SVN_Imm_brmmhLm_lZ_M_lé_mag_ﬁ

azines lo

1o Bn, S=2 for V,I.P. Dament._s_g

paid out 312 piastres,

S‘F.

1

031.03CH

VN_youth brought in 1-105 rd. to Bn
S=2 for V,I.P, pavment.  S=2 paid. out

100D piastiress .

S.F,

10312008

L VN youth brought ipn 1-LAAW rd. to

500 piastres.

 Bn, S=2 for V,I,P, payment, $=2 paid

S.F.

T VN_youth brought_in 1- =26 £

0313004 .

S-2 paid 300 piastres,

grenade to- Bn. S~2 for V,I,P t

0311308

1 VN vouth brought in laChiec

lw M<79 HE rd, to Bn, S=

D te Se=

paid out 600

1 VN youth entered northeast end oi‘

031900

jperimeter

1S=2 pgrsogn,_g s Local Hgmlg_t gn;g

_{believes youth is one of

ttended V.C. Intelligence school o

Cherlie Ridge. The youth is_being

'fowarded to I.T.T.

]
03194L0

_— ﬁBn, CP on Hill 65 received 4 incoming

460 mm mortar HE rds,

S.F.

gurnal Closed
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.~ JOURNAL FORM " UNIT OR SECTION s's:g 18t Bney 5th Mare
—Guang Nan Province
PLACE
* FROM T0 )
. % T ~ }
_TIME____iSFR |naTETTME - | ACTION
T | ooT )10 | _GRCUP INCIDENTS,, MESSAGES, ORDERS 5
, ' Jdournal. Opened, _
bE34 N R este c. 69l  S.F.
B3d 1+ 2 "JOLOB30E___ 11 VN youth b 0 o= M-
1 g lto Bn, S-2 for V,I,P. payment. Se?
1 {paid out 500 piastresg, S.F,
§000 |3 oKI0008 |Two men From A Gompany wors fooling
ran outside of hut and the othex
- threy the rifle on a cot.. .Rifle
; P Y +
run outside, Wounded man died of wounds.S-F.
230 L QL1308 . 11 VN youth brought in one Ghiwcom
! 1 -er%m_m_lﬂﬂ@amto Bn. Sep
i {for Vv.I.P. n -2 pai _S.F.
b .
13)45:_ 5 0 H Bn, CP returned from Charlie ajdogL S.Fe
L. . .
Y600} 6. PL1600H Intell. Reports 1 VC ngmgm(_fm
fomed 13-83rd Bn. coordinated i
(. erillas hiding vicinity AT85L‘S9B.v
[ . 1547, 866553, 890554, and 893555,
L. Strenght estimated to be 80 me
L4 jare 1-62 mm mortar, 1-30 cal. machine
bk gun, and 5~ B=L0 rocket 1a:mchers.
S— Cnitorns vary and their mission nay
hond ] Te to attack fri S
Yoot — <_or_tommorrow nisht R
?{,m:_,_“.‘,% Loc Rating Be - S.F,
3@&15“;_..’ A7 {0205 { Tnteil, Report: VC are viow placing
4 i mines & in t]
- (") -
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" JOURNAL FORM ~ UNIT OR SECTION 83 1st ey 5%h Mare
PLACE
FROM 70 1565 B
i I
_ITvE SRR (DATETIVE - TACTTON
.t OUT .} X0 | GRCUP INCIDENTS, MESSACES, ORDFRS i  TAKEN
(. AT s ATOLO 7939595, .
i AT 8, AT8985 1897593,
{ AT909597, AT902597, AT907591,
AT915533,- AT8985L2, AT896538,
ATBBL540, ATB9055), ATB66563,
. ATB65562, AT862558, ATBLLSL2,
‘ AT873559, AT926550, AT934556,
| AT9LO ATOLOSL5, AT9305)3,
i AT9LO575, AT9L0573, AT9LS573,
9)i3592,
W%?‘;qz AT957593,
] nd ZC213577, S.F,
. Jonrnal Closed
(.
N
N I |
{
—
S
-~
b !
i ]
S ST N
S| W |
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