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PART I
CRGANTZATIONAL DATA

1, DESIGNATION

1lst Battalion, Sth Marines Lts Col, J. X, GRIFFIS JB.
131 Junuary 1970

BS Company Capts L. C. BROADWELL
1~31 January 1970

Company 4 lat Lt, J. A, HEILIG
131 January 1970

Company B Capt. D. L. MCINTURFF
1-31 January 1970

Company C lst Lt Pu N.» MELER
1-5 January 1970
2nd Lt. R. X. CRAWFORD
. 6~31 Januaxy 1970

Company D 1st Lt. J. Do LENTHAN
1~31 January 1970

2+ LOCATIONS

H&S Company, from 1 January 1970 to 25 January 1970 was located on
Hill 65 (41878576)s @n 26 January 1970 the company was located on Footw
vall Island (AT892520). On 27 Jahuary 1970:the company moved north iato
the Arizona (4T855518). The next day the position was changed ageday %o
Hill 20 (1;T848527§ where the Company remained for 28 and 29 Janwsiy 1970«
On 30 January 1970 the company moved to the eastern end of fhe Wiek Dot
(47844495), where it remained to the end of the montha

3, STLFF OFFICERS

Executive Officer

1-27 Fasipary 1970
Maj. jv ¢. TOWNSEND
2831 January 1970

S-1 Officer Cepts E. W. HLUKLLS
128 January 1970
2nd. L¥. Re Bo EPPS
. '. 29-31 Januery 1370
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S=2 Officer
S=3 Officer

S«3A Officer
5=l Officer

S5 ‘Officer

Communications Officer
Medical Officer

Medical Officer

Medical Officer

Supply Officer

B"Iotor Trensport Officer
hssistent adj/Legal Officer -
Chaplain

Air Liaison Officers

DECLASSIFIED

Artillery Liaison Officer
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SLASSIFIER )

s

2nd Lt, M. K. O'SULLIVAN

1-31 Jauary 1970

Maje L. A BICKLEY
1=31 January 1970

1st Lt. G. J. AYERS
1.7 January 1970
lst Lt. W. HARLEY
8-31 Jonuary 1970

Ca‘p‘b. M. D. WILY

1=28 Jameary 1970

2nd Lt. J. A. MUEHLEISEN
29=31 Jamary 1970

2nd Lt., T. Be DAVIDSCN

126 January 1970 -

Capte. L. C. BROADWELL
1=31 Jenuary 1970

Lt, L. W. BASSRTT (USN)
1lw23 Jamiary 197C°

Lte A, J. ALEXANDER JR. (USN)
1~31 Jamuary 1970

Lt, S. M. RICHARDSON III (USN)
17-31 Jenuary 1970 "~ '

2nd Lt., T. E. ROBINSON
le31l Jamuary 1970

2nd Lt, J. 4. MUEHLEISEN
131 January 1970

2nd Lt, Dy BE. CRUIKSHANK
1lw31 Jenuary 1970

Lt, Cmdr. E. L., HUGHES (USN)
1-31 January 1970

1st Lt, R. F, CURD III
1~31 Jamary 1970

1st Lte Jo V. DUNLAP
1-31 January 1970

lst Lt, D. H, WEAIT
1l=31 Jammary 1970
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L. AVERAQE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMe usH

OFFIGERS  ENLISTED

OFFICERS  EdLISTED
37 1057 3 55
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P/RT II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1970 commenced with 1st Battelion, 5th Marines rcsponsible for the
‘seourity of the northern portion of the 5th Marines AO. The Fow Yoar
bogen with the Bottalioh in a totally defensive posturc due to the cease
fire mntil 1800 on the 1st. The carly hours werce marked by extcensive
activity being rccorded on the scismic intrusion devices in the western
oxsrenity of the AQ.

Dawn of the Wew Year saw the Bettalion actively perticipating in the
Tictnamization of the war. & platoon of RF's were hosted and billeted on
Hill 65 New Year'!s cve and moved out at 0400 to block boat traffic on the
Sonz Vu Gia and to insurc that only innocent civilians uscd the cease
firc %o cross to the Arizona and backe The RF platoon was intograted
with a platoon of Marincs from Dclte Companye The operation was totelly
effective as woter traffic was nomoxistont in the area of the operation

between the 87 and 91 zrid lines on the Song Vu Giz.

' LY apvroximately 1400 ten cenemy were spotbted teking advantege of the
ceasce fire by washing and bathing in the Worthern fArizons, getting a
cleon stexrt for the New Year,

On 2 January Bravo Company found the remains of +two UHL-E's which
had crashed (vic. 828598 and vic. 827597)e The helicopters had been
undisturbed by the onemy, as ordnance and radios were still present in
both aircraft. 1gb MW was notified and further investigation disclosed
onc hed crashed in 1968 while the other had been jettisoned from a CH-53
exbornal 1ift in Mey 1969.

Bridge security was informed by an elderly VN lady thet her two sons
scross the river desirced to Chicu Hoi. Morines were disoatched across
the river via boat. However whilec crossing the riverny shots were heord
and upon rcaching the southern bank the Marines found one cf tho son's
body. The other son hed ovidently escaped from the grim fate delt to
his brother by their former comrades, but he could not be locohed.

During the noon hour on 3 January the I0D tower spotted two cnomy
around o burker orco. Rapid ertillery emplacement on the bunker killed
both the cnemy, The following day three VO wore killed by arty at
871557 in o similar incidents The same afternoon 6 NVA/VC werc similarly
killeds Dater two morc VO were killed in the same vicinity cooking
supper by & small fire. ‘

Delta Company oncoumntered four NVA rice gatheorere on o trail while
enroute fo Hill 65 after o five day operation on Cherlic Ridges Two of
the cnemy were killod in the first torrid cxchange of small arms fire
but the unit was unablc to locato the remaining two Wi, On the same
day, sboul noon, & stuad sizc patrol spotied approximately fifteen cnemy
across a rivers Although unable to cross the river in pursuit of the
SNy, & sco.ut sniper was able to kill onc of the group from o range of

2w
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TTTBO0 HETETE . o hours later, I0D spotbted four VC with packs and rifles

outside = hogtch across the Song Vu Gias Delts Battery fired on the
target killing one VC.

On the afterncon of the fifth I0D spotted six VC wearing cut off
green utilities and carrying two rifles. As the VO fled to a bunker
near 868457, I0D directed artillery and air onto the enemy position.
This action resulted in three enemy KIA being credited to the OV-10
engaged in the incidents -. ..

On January 6, five enemy were spotted around a bunker at 887573,
two were caryying riflese. Foxtrot Battery fired a mission on the far—
get resulting in three NVA/VC killed.

On the morning of the Tth, ten enemy were spotted building a fire
at 872556+ An 8lmm mortar fire mission killed two of the enemy before
they could take cover in nearby bunkers. About noon the IOD tower
observed approximately thirty enemy in a bunker and hootch area vieinity
871556+ Delta Battery fired in support of the sighting and three kills
were observed. Later, four more enemy were killed at the same site by
artillery.,

The road sweep team to Hill 52 had a VN boy point out the location
of a 30 1b. box mine buried next to a deep mud hole. The boy promptly
received 5,0008VN, for his efforts which was encouraged by a locally
produced reward pamphlet which he had in his possessione

During late afternoon on the 10th, the I0D tower spotted six VC
carrying rifles in the Northern Arizona. A fire mission was called and
three VC were followed into a bunker by an B" projectile.

Bravo Company, while moving to their objsctive on central Charlies
Ridge, to assess the bomb damage of an ARC LIGHT, heard wood being
chopped to their front. Rapldly moving forward the unit took seven NVA
under fire wounding one and killing another. During the subseguent
pursuit of the fleeing enemy, contact was made again and one Marine was
killed by peoint Ylank automatie weapon fires The Marines held up while
two air strikes were flown on the enemy position.

On January 12, the I0OD tower once again spetted enemy traversing
the Northern Arizona and killed four VC by artillery. Third platoon
Alpha Company while on patrol in the NW cormer of the AO, previocusly
restricted because of an arclight, found a 60mm mortar base plate
camouflaged in the brush.

1 ’\WM i .‘\é r._—\'_“ l‘ o
‘ § JINY Lruyuub sy
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con onlthe 13th the tower spotted two VG mdustr:.ously improving
their defensive positions Delta Dettery lent immediate assistance to their
Cigging efforts by hitting the area with a fire mission killing both ene
emy. A4t 1500 a group of ten VO were spotted in the Northern Arizona. An
air mobile platuon from 3/5 wes directed into the area preceded by an aire
strike from Cobra aircraft. The 3/5 unit was place” into the Landing Zone
just vacated by the fleeing enemy four minutesearlier., The close coordina=
tion conducted b;; 1/5 with 3/5 providing assault forces has added a new facet
to the tectical cmployment of the IOD in addition to spotting torgets for
artillery ond air,

On the 13thy the 1/5 audohon svcie ty found--its  third downed bird of. the New
Yoor, locsting the site of a helicopter crash at 814565, The enemy again
gppearsd o ?.ubl(. o>f the tower's favorite burker complex aos two were spotted
late in aftermoone uUnde again Delta Battery found their mark killing one VG,

After being inactive or elusive the 15th, the encmy once again returnod
on the 16th to the Northern Arizona Area under surveillance of the IOD towe
ore. Four cupeared ocutside a straw hootch and three were eliminated,

On 17 Jamary IOD spotted an oddity. While observing a rocky area on
Charlie Tidge near a thin smoke trail three WA were spotted, one recons
oitering m.ll 65 with binoculars. 4 rapid fire wmission terminated the ro-
. connzissence and killed one NVA., The same worning 2 fire mission was con-

ducted within o hundred meters of g grovp from CAP 2-2-4 who had crossed
the Sonz Vu Gla to extract ten Chieu Hoits, Their former comrodes made
three futile attempts to assault the sroup ond recalture the eight wales
znd two fomales. The Chieu Hoil's were turned over to Hill 65 and 1m.t1a11y
cleimed to be imnmocent civilians pressed into service by the VO to carry
rice, Interrogation by S=2 and ITT disclosed that two were hard core VG,
two were carpsian, ond Oné Was & nurse.

“DY Jottery scluted the new dey un-the 18th by hitting two NVA outside
g bunker complex spobted from the I0D tower at 0720. Ten mimtes later
seven nore enemy werg killed close by in znother bunker complex.,

On the 18%h, the 117th LF Company cpersting in cooperstion with Brevo
Compeny on Hill 25 showed welcomed aggress;wncss by taking a VC unit under
fire from an ambush site killing one VCi

The folleowing 4oy the I0D tower spotted four enesy moving through some
elephont gress in the northern Arizona carrying rifles. 4 timely fire
aission killed one MVA who was caught in the open. Later four encmy were
spotted playing cords, an adr strike was called but the results were une
observed, The towsy spotted four more encmy in a straw hootch which was
destroyad kllllnb four, Four more were killed by Delta Battory thirty
minutes lator by ﬁrt:.llury' directed from the IUD tower.

During the cvening of the 20th a Charlie Company patrol captured two
VN wmoving tarough a ‘breeline. The following dey the IOD tower was back at
work spotting four VO traversing the irizomas. 4 subsequent fire mission

25 S ECLosTTE (L)
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wruekddled S [while the remaining two were lost seen fleeing at =n Olympic

_._bage inig.d ncarby trecline. Three more enemy were killed around = hooteh
at 1657 the sane day,

Just before noon of the 22nd, artillery units on Hill 65 killed six for
six WL corrvying rifles ocnd packs sutside 2 bunker in the northern Arizona.
The next doy the "eadison Avenue! approznch of advertising a large reward
for infornotion leading to the discovery of rocd wines again proved suce

prior to Delta Company moving dowm the road enroute to ¥Stack Armsh,

The 25th wos svent inproving defensive perimeters throughout tie AO
and prep for TET 1970, Dravo Company wmede contact with two VC ene
route to 2 nisht ambush position with unknown results,

The month of Jommory saw oxtansive work on defensive positions on
Hill &5. When the Battalion left after two wmonths on Hill 65, the hill was
rumorcG o Do three nmeters lower because of =11l the digeing and trenching
accompiished clopg the crest. Several projects cssential to the defense
and orderly fnctioning of the hill rolled into high peor with the arrival of
heavy engineering cquipment. The new helicopter landing zone at the north
end of the hill was cowpleted while the battalion was in the process of leaye
inge. Construction of artillery facilities =t the south end of the cantonment
proceeded repidlys. dn emergency trash pit in the revine between Battalion
pusitions and Delta Battery compenscted for the loms of the dump buried une

- Cer the new LZ, Flame tonks completed thelr w.rk of burning off the cncroach-
. ing vogetation around the perimeter, especially in the arsa of 0ld minefields.
* Finally, the Sccbees arrived to begin digging = long awaited well that will .
eliminate cependence un mobile water “anlkers,

Vo sericus probleas were encountered in leaving the hill at the end of
the nonth, os /5 returncd to its old stomping grounds in the Arizona in
zood health and in a spirit of determinction.

In clcsing cut the first month of the New Year lst Battalion, 5Sth
Marines nobilized its forces for yet enother operation in the Arizona
territory. On 26 January the Battalion CP and Charlic Company werc helie
lifted to Foothall Island (LT892520) whers they joined forces with Lima
Compeny 3/5 who were OPCON to 1/5 as of 0030 that date. The 3rd Battalion
Llst LIVH's wore subsequently lifted into the seme landing zune. By noon
1st Dettelion, Sth Marines (-) and the ARVN's were ectively engaged in 2
two Batbaiiuvn reconnaisence in force from the Song Thu Bon to the Song VU
Gia, zn operotion that wes to last for the next thres days.

While ssorching cut the Battalion CP area o lerge cache of corn, 1o
boeceo, rico, beans, solb, spices, end nmisce lleneocus clothing items were
uncovereds Loter the seme Cay a 60m mortar round with o pressure detonae
tor was found in the same area. Local. indigenous personnel were apprehenw
ded =nd one civil defendant was forwarded 4o An Hoa, Later o local member
of the V€ Farmers Association was apprehenieds hn extensive scarch of the
areo disclosed thirty-two bunker/complexes in the ares which were searched
and then destroyed olong with a ten meter long tunnel with four more hunkers
at the end sbtocked with 2 small supply of survivel foodstuffs., In addition
Lima Cumpony, VPCON to 1/5, had destruyed seven bunkers while sweeping northe

e .
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west of Foothell Islandc.

Barly the next morwing a Cherlie Compeny cmbush spotted approximately
twenty=-twe VC a treil, after firding clcmnores and small zrms,
the Tfire teom withdrew to check out the area of contact at first light.
They wore tnchble to find evidence of any eneny kills,

Hoving northm toward the Song Vu Gis in = two company sweep the
27th of & nore enemy burnkers werc destroyed ofter bheing

pur'cnu . Goor wroon the right flonic set wp for the evening Dore
Lake in the northern Arizona, 4n ombush wubside thelr
1 made contact with four VO. They opened up with small
Kitling two VO ift on mimubtes later ancthor ambush

aced voluminous ordnence on the
re found the following moryie
aorth o the Song Vu Gia
4'Tr; G r awess continuced
105 a:qd )O 1o. bomb dud de=
j > Compeny Commander end
.’°'I ve vm“ 0ld corporal
iz Company, whilc swcepe
18 ’):J"JJTJ-:JQL suffering a

strored
the Cun
trying
ing in oh P
total of o Wikts on three seporabe incid
of the 27th cnd early muraing

Cherlie in contact '

oy Hosmell units oxchanging fire with Xs throughout the

night, "Shadow! expended extensive ordnsnce ovcr the avea of contacts

Ch WS DY u)umnL to probe the area of contact the next doy
entrenching tools to loccte ony Ludles from the mumerous

Llocotod that murnln»;,. The Company CE group came under Heevy
fire from coross the lake neor the CF onsition.
temall oras fire epd.callod two cobras on station
sard ordnance, raking the area., Artillery was czlled into
Tima Co hod 2 platoon sweep through the ared moving
the casgt sile of the ldke. The ares wes searched thoroughly,
towWoes "m” ole to locebe ony enemy forces. Since the arca wes
ok with underbrush two flights of eireraft wers brought in
: iay‘ “i:a degtroy cneny bunkers found in the underbrush,
in the Thuong Pue Corridor hO, Bravo Company was in vonta act
. O"lCC again the cneny Ol‘b’ler eluaed ‘the companyts- small arms
once again his extreme proficie ney Lo clean up the vattle arcd
caver of d&fl’Y]D‘SSo

; % losate & rice cache whils digeing in their CP the

(Jr u;_. 2
1‘11‘5 ‘bhc;-

sund the Battrlion slowly reburning to its norasl tocticel
anc. Mike Componies were flown to the Thuong Duc Corridor

v end Delta Conponies joindd~l/5 in the Arizona. Bravo Come

’ .
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P:«RT III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

ae IUPICS

1. PRRSONNEL 411D ADMINISTRATION

a, Strength. The Batizlion's strengith =t the beginning of the
month was 37 officers and 1099 enlisted. Un the 15th of the wmonth, the
strength had changed to 39 officers and 1060 enlisted. By the end of the
month, the strength was 35 officers and 1014 enlisted. 4t this time there
are 1 officer ond 18 enlisted hospitalized.

b, Discipline, Lew ond Legel. Two Sumngry Courts%ﬂgrtlul four
Special Courte-torticl, ond one General Court-Mertial were convenod during
Janud‘y. Doring the same peri.d, nine Coupony 'md seven Battalion Office
Hours (NJP) werc zlso held, There were nine caapleted investigations with
four still pending for the mounth.

¢. POW'!'s/Detcinecs. Taere were 10 dotainecs processed during the
month. They were clagsed as folluws:

POW's
Chieu Hodi
Civil Defendeants
Innocent Civilians
VC Returnce
¢, Moralec., Murale and fighting spirit continued to be excellent.
@e Postels Postal service continued at the same degree of oxcell~
CrCC.

f. Awards. During the month of Jmuary, there were 2k Nuv:,r Acnieveﬂ-
ment medals, 10 Novy Commendation medals, 1 Bronze Star medal, and 1 Wevy
Cross mnednl submitted for heroism and meritorious service.

ge Combat Promotions

1. Submitted. During the month of Jamiary thore were 16
ecombat an!/or meritorious promotion requests submitted.

2. A4pproved, During this same period of time, 8 of these
requssts have been roturned o proved. _

h. Interior Management. Administrative procedures and proficiency

[SEo NN NeNe]

continued to be excellant,

2. mMEMY, WBA “”x{ AND TERRAIN

"B Enem,;. During the reporting periosd readings on the Batbalicn's
sensor surings emplanted at the base of Charlic Ridge, showed e signifi-
cant decrease uver lost wonth's readings. However, intelligence passed
frum Dai Loc 'DICCC indicated that elements J’f the l4lst Regiment were
gtill on Cherlie Ridge. 4

VIP payments totaled 33,0008VH for the reporting period, with the
mejority peid ocut for dud lOSrrm rounds and coframs. L VN youth pointed

NCLOSURE (1)
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‘out 2 30 1b, bux mine to the road sweep team on Route L and was promptly.
paid S0003VN from the Battelion's VIP funds. Leaflets have been passed
out along Route L throughout the reporting periud, :

Y. Weather. During this period tihie weather wes churacterlzod by
generally cool to warm temperatures. The smell amount of rain for the wmonth
briefly hampered the trafficability along Route L - Air operctions were not |
significontly rostricted.

’ ¢. ZTcrrain, Unchanged.

3s ORGANTZATICN AMD OPERATIONS

a. UJUrganization,

1) Company 4, 1/5 OPCON to 5th Merines from O10001H to 11080CH
- Jan 1970 for in Hoa Base Defense Augmentation Company. ,

(2) Cuompany B, 1/5 OPCON to 3/5 from 300800H toc 310800H Jan 1970
for base mgmentation on Hills 52 md 25,

(3) Company C, 1/5 OPCON to 5th Marines from 230800H to 26080CH
~dJen 1970 for An Hoa augmentation cumpany.

\ () Conpasy D, 1/5 OPCON to 5th Marines from 110800H to 230800H
" Jan 1970 for An Hoz bhase ougmentation company.

(5) Cumpany L, 3/5 OPCUN to 1/5 from 260030H to 300800H Jan 1970
for supoport of speraiions in the Arizonc, . ‘

(o) Cviptny i, 3/5 OPCON to 1/5 from 290030H to 3008008 Jan 1970
fur support of operabivns in the Arizona.

b. Operations. 1lst Battalion, 5th Merines (-) (Rein) from 1-30 Jan-
uary 1970 o ﬂ“rU7619utue in base defense of Hills 65, 52, and 25 in Thuong
Duc &0, From 26-31 Jamueory they perticipoted in unnamed counter TET offen-
sive uporatiuns in the Arizuna irez. ‘

- ¢. Supporting Arms ‘

(1) iir. The Battalion contimied its policy of maximum eaploy-
ment of 2ll availsbls air power. The great mejority of our air supgport
continusd to be 4=5 Beocon flights cuvering intelligence targets in the
Cherlie Ridge'ﬁrea. Working in close cooperation with the IOD team locam
ted ab Hill 8B, cir liaison personnel conbtinued to refine adjusting tech-
nigues on A-5 ’“-‘,us._ With increased friendly and cncmy night operations,
the tactical use of Bzsketball flare ships proved most effectlve.

Upon receivang the warning order notifying 1/5 of the impending transe
fer tu the Arizona area, 1/5 stepped up TeldS.'s in the areas which could
be observed from Hill &5.

o On tho 26th of Jamuary elements of the Battnlion were heli<lifted 1nto
~the Arizone, clmoest immediately the Battalion begen utilizing OV-1lQ and '
0-1 observation adrerzft to cover troop movements end recon possible ene

emy lucations. The use of thesc aircraft proved invalucble in their oxe
peditisus alerting of friendly forces to the presence of enemy. troops.

3-2 ‘ ENCLOSURE (1)
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(a) Fixed Wing. Fixed wing support includes "Hostage! OV-l0 airw
craft anc Basket oé 1 G~130 floreghins as well as cloge air supyort by
jet atteck aircraft. This is sumaarized in the toble below.

TYFE TIHE FLIGHTS
Hastage (0V-10) 25 hours 00 min. 32
Besketball (C-130; 15 hours 25 min. 7
Shadows (C-119) 3 Lours 00 min, 3

Closc Air Supgport

Pl 10
sl 1
Li=b 20

The bailtle danag

so ogsessaont from the obove flights is tabulated as followss

Structures dostroyed
Bunkers testroved

Secondary Explosions
Secondary Fires ‘
Treolines destroyed 1400 Meters

oo

Total tonnsge Somt 161 tons
8.5 tons
(b} Rotery Wing '
USHC ARVH DETATNEES CIVILIANS
Enmergency 9 L o 3
Priority - 18 1 o] 3
Routine 1e 0 0 1z

(c) Significant Developments. With the return of the Battalion to
the arizons, significont night action required the use of USAF Shadow
and Stinger circraft. This was the first use of these aircraft by the
Battalion and the resulis wers more than adsguate.

-

(2) - artillery. First Battalion, Fifth Merincs operated in the arca
of Hill 65; porth of the Song Vu Gia and in the Charlie Ridge oreaz west
to the 18 grid line, during the month of Jamnary, 1970. The Pattalion was

sunported by 2nd Battalion,1lih Marines with Delta Daticry firing nost of
The mizsionse

UNCLASSIFIED
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L preat deal of effort was expended in strengthening the defonsive
fires around Hill 65, Hill 52, ond Hill 25, Torgets were plotted around
Hills 52 and 25 (totaling 15) end registered in with HE eoxcopt where cloaxmw-
ance could not be obtained due to the indigenous gersomnel living in the
impect areas. Counter mortar smd counbter rocket targets wore increaged
to a toted of furt;f-ﬂvo along the Cherlie Ridge area, 4 new method of
firing counter mortsor and cuunter rocket was es 1L)lu‘TL.d aking use of & mase
ter chert containing azimuths to cach suspetted rocket site from Hill 65.

The tergets could then be fixed anc fired more ropidly using crater enale
yeis enc flash sightings.

Seismic Intrusion Devices (SID) manned by S-2 personnely werc emplaced
in four srecas along the foothills. One platoon of 105's from Delta Batw
tery was constantly laicd on these strings. VWhen 5«2 determinec thet there
wes definite wovenont along one of the four strings ) that target wes fired
upon at unce. Jhe aversge time for rounds to impoct efter the soundings
were dotected wos i‘n_r 'T.Li’lhtuS. ;

Fumerous new uses were discuvered for the ICD. It was often used to

1p guide our vnits while operating on Chorlie iddge. Due to the rough

ond unfeniliar terrain and tac, inaccurcey of meps, it was necessary bo
help a unit locate itself by replot. The LOD wes used to visually locate
gool HEIL torgets as well as employing old prids fired upon in the past
for the sanes. C(lose licison wes eut‘,bli_,hhu and mainteined with I0D pore
sonnel to ensure ropid clearence of their fire wmissions. The major prob-
lenn in clesring oissions in the area wes in getting clesrance through the
political ;:lsuru"t when necessary. Failure to gel district clearance cone
stantly hindersd sur #bility to capitalize on torgets of opportunity.

The I’ orroi was revamped to increasse its sffectivensss.e S5=2 row-
ports were veseorched daily to deteraine any nevw toergets.  £ll units op-
crcting on Charlie _h,n.LAf«” were encoureged tu subwmit torgets and suspecied
srees of encay use. By combining all sources of current intelligence
C &It s fired and carefully utilizing these grids in an irregular
¥imm effectimess wes achieved. Units operating on
1thc& numersus fresh greoves along the speed trails, give o
ion of the results of H&I'se TOI's were fired un Se2 tars
gots of Tt 4 1y sound origin end veluce
' 8"'”111 morvers were used extensively for H&Its and for support of the
letter con iw, PFY Sy RF's, and sRVN's,  Few HE wissions were fircd due
torthe L T oronge of the weapon and the pocified arsa opersted in,” The
§lmn morter section located on Hill 52 was used to support Recon inserts,
Special Fereces, and 0TDG units ugwat::m gouth of the Song Vv Giz, out=
side of The 40, . :

On 26 Jamcxy 1970, /5 moved inte the Arizone to asswme a new ared
of operations, piving the Eill 65 area to 3/5. 4 detailed furn-over file
wes made sub end given to the 3/5 Bailey tean. This file contained the

following information:
T
OSU .

T sl

’;‘Fr‘q
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Counter mortar fires

Gounter rocket fires

Permanent hepcon grids to be cleared

Position FDF on ealls (with 1¥250,000 overlays)
Prequencies and mike mumbers used

Below is a breakdown of the missions fired and rounds expended for
the month:

Total fire missions 129
Contact fire missiong” T 17
SID fire migsions 26
Total HE rounds 1058
Total illumination rounds 160
Total WP rounds 79
B:I targets : h22
B&I rounds fired 7215

(5) Engincerss Excellent support was again provided by Company B,
1st Engincer Battalions Engineers were employed primarily to sweep roads
from Hill 65 to Hills 37 and 52, and in building & new LZ on Hill 65,

A considerable amounit of dud and enemy ordnance wgs blown resultin in
considersble savings of life and limb,.

(4) Shore Party (HST). HST support was provided by Company B, lst
Shore Party Battalions. These teams provided satisfactory support in coor-
dinating and effecting helicopter resupply and medevacss

(5) Scout _Sniperse Detaclment Scout Sniper Platoon B Company, 5th
Marines provided marginel support to thd Batitalion due primarily to thé
Battalion's static positions. One (1) enemy kill was registered during
the monthe.

(6) Motor Transportation. Motor transport contimied to encounter
difficultics in providing adeduate support to the Battalion while loca=
ted in the Thuong Duc AC. Extremely wet weebher and inadeduate roads
contributed groatly to this problems. A light section of Merginal Terrain
Plstoon, Company B, 1lth Motor Transport Battalion consisting of four M116
Huskies and one M733 ermorcd Huekie was assigned to lst Battaliony 5th
Marires when the Battalion moved into the Arizons territory on the 26%hs
They were of imvelucble assistance in transporting equipment and supplies
during moves, resupply and "Rat Petrols". ot :

(7) Scout Dogs. Detechment from 3rd M.P¢ Battalion provided ade-
quate support to the Battalion. When available these dog teems were used
primarily for wire checks where they found seversl bresks in the perimetexr

wire on Fill 65,
UNCLASSIFIED
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4. TRLINING

2., The training in the following arcas was conducted by the
Battelion during the month:

(1) Wezpons Safety
(2) Weapons Inspection, Care and Clecning
(3) PFemiliarizetion firing of Individual and Crow served weapons
(4) Mine anc Buoby trap lans (Precticel Application)
(5) First aiz .
(6) M~60 Machine Gun
(7) M=79 Grenade Launcher
(8) Mw72 LiAW
(9) inti~Persomnel Mine - M18il
{(10) Drug ibuse
(11) Viet Cong Mines and Booby trc.‘,s
(12) Battle Sights
(13) Proper Hondling end Interrogation of PUW's
(1) Supoly Administration - _
2« Financial Menagement d. Table of Equipment
be Publication cs otabus
t. Inventory Control f. Report of Investlbgtlons

Porsonal Effects
Arnory (Weapons, Special XM~17h, Operation and Caaﬂblhtles)
An 1burkut13n
Tnventory Procedures
60ma Morter M=19 (Line firing)
Personcl Response
Leadership
Communicotions Security
Preventive Maintencnce PRC/25S Radio
8Llmm Morter (Line Firing)
106mni necullless Rifle MLOAL (Line Fi r:n.ng)
. Care of, cleaning of 106mm Recuilless Rifle MLQAL
Care and cleaming of 8lam morter
Electrical Sc_fety , '
Drivers Trulnlnp for Testing and Licensing
Weekly Preventive Mainteneonce .
Procedures for comlvung MAVMC 106275D
Vehicle Safety
Shap Safety
Patrolling
Phyecicel Training

FIINTIN LTINS TN N NN TN NN TN TN TN TN TN TN TN NPT TN
WWWLWWWRO PN RN R 2
Vil Ww OV o~ oW wmne = O\ oo~ VUL
Nt M M M st M N N v Nt N N Nttt g Vs M N N N’ gt ant”

3.6 " ENCLOSURE (1)
A gRCRRBe
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bs All companies while providing security for Hill 65 continued %o
hold instruction and familiarization firing of all individual and crew
served weaponse.

Cs 4 Mine/?ooby trap lane vas constructed by the Battalion while
on Hill 65, and was utilized extensively.,

de All replacement persomnel received three and one half days irain-
ing at the 5th Marines Headquarters prior to being committed to the field.

e« The Battalion continued to utilize schools provided by higher
headquarters in the Dalang area and Okinawas During the month 47 members
of the Battalion attended schools in the DaNang area and Qkinawas The
vealue of the schools was rccogaized; however, this had an azdverse effect
on the rifle-commany strength in the field.

5 LOGISTICS: During the period of 1-31 Jenumary 1970, this Battalion
continued to operate at the Hill 65 complexs Because of the demand for
upgrading the defensive posture and the limited time in which to accom=
plish this task, the Battalion relied heavily on its motor transport ass-
ets. The Battalion's M-27442 (MULES) hanled fifty sleeves of defensive
vire around the Jill 65. In addition to ite organic transvortation, the
Battalion utilizoed vehicles from Company A, lst Motor Transport Battalion.
These two vehicles attached to the command on Hill 65 are used as "House-
keeping" vehicles and for the resupply of Hills 52 and 25. The vehicles
are tasked with hanling class IIT from Hill 37 to Hill £€5. The trucks
also make numeorous runs to Dalang and An Hoa from Hill 65 trucking per-
sonnely mail, class I and class IV supplies.

This pact month has seen the greatect imorovement to Hill 65 since
its conception. 4 number of fighting bunkers were renovatbed, and sev-
eral were completely rebuilt. There were great improvements in bhoth the
tactical and defensive wire around Hill 65 complex. Over fifty sleeves
of wire were laid on Hill 65, sixteen sleeves on Hill 25, and seventeen
around Hill 52. A new Helo~Pad 180'x180!' was completed at the northern
end of the Hill &5 cantonment. LZ's were established on both 52 and 25.
Twenty rolls of hurricanc fence was sent to Hill 65 for the construction
of RPG/Grenade fences arocund the fighting bunkers during the available
time periode. Over 50% of this wire was hung in accordance with Regimen=
tal Orders. Initially extensive difficulty was encountered in obtain-
ing sufficicns wire through supply chennels beeomse of the insvaveilsoe
bility of wire sod trensporiation availabilitye The problem was further
inhibited by The reguirement to conduct a road sweep along Route 4 from
Dai Loc 4c Hill 52, an almost all dey task in itself. When the wire
was available, the problems of the rcad mine sweep ovexcome, the raine
often inmundated the road with mud meking it an almost impassable gquag-
mires, &8 wire ard fortification material became available an "all hands"
effort was extended 4o lay it around the perimeters. The tireless ef-

i
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fort by the persomncl of each forwerd combat base can be exemplified
by the fact that the wire and fortification material arriving on any
date wag installed the same daye.

Ultimetely the reguirement for a more responsive resupply Capas
bility was realized by Regiment and supplies which previocusly could
only be transporbed via Houte 4 were allowed to be heli~lifted into
the position. It was through this means that quanbum improvements
were made 2ad the hill magscs bocasme so well fortified.

Triple concertina was 12id in a 360° perimeter in strands 3 deepe
Bach berrier was intercomnected with tanglefoot. TFurthermore the inner
perimeter wes comparimentized ‘o increase defenscs.

A1l living and fighting holes were lumbered underground and an
intercomecting trench line wos dug around the perimeter of Hill 52,

Toward “hs latter pert of January, the lgt Battzalion moved its
CP group %o the irizona Territory. Though still defending Hills 65,
52, 25 while deploying 2 company and its zttached Huskies with the CP
group in the Arizona, the Battalion's logistical support has enabled
thém b0 contimually improve the defensive postures of the static posi-
tions, and still achieve enough logistical support in the field neces-
gary for on offective opcration in the drizona Territory.

6o CIVIC 4CTI0N. Generals On Jamuary 22 twenty~five ammuinition
hoxes ware supplicd by the 5~5 to the Dal Phu Eamlet for construction of

2y
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the Hamlet Chief 's office. Six Med~Ca Rs wers held, two ot Trung An Hame
sersons treated, Tam Hoa Homled (JL1863S73) with SO persons -

being treated, =nd Del Phu LIanllgt (ATBBSS‘?B) with 80 persons bheing troat-

eds Cooperation between Marines of the lst Battalion, 5th Marines and

the locel Netionols heloed to meintain a cordial reletion in the Hill 65

area. (Truong in Haalet - AT8GE573)

7 . PL)YC.LLU Lo "‘{ C'“.Ll \Jl ,Jl\.k\g ARVE J"‘:

L Jon - Reguestbec Loallot at (8161)

7 Jen - Reguestad | cagts = Thuong Duc Valley
15 Jan ~ docuested C :ﬂfletu (LTESSL) end (aTBISL)
17 Jan - Requested Leaflet for "Sons and Fathers" (4T8057)

i Leuflet request at (& 8061)
oi Leoflet drop (LT865L), also roecived o Pro GVH broad-

Lo oF ot
o
f

e
1? Ja.;a ~ Ch
18 Jas ¢

C

t in Tauong Duc Velley
19 Jan ~ dcguested o deturnces Leaflet and Hevolutionary herovism Leaflst
ot {AT865L)
23 Jen - l‘ioque.ﬁw Viotnonese poem leaflet at (ATOO6L), znd (ATBOSL)
23 Jan ~ | Pro roodeast in Thuong Due Vallew
26 Jen ~ WVA Poem Leaflet (ATBhol), Chiocu Hoi broadeast (AT8655)

27 Jen - Hoo L a VO compatriots lw_ﬂ et (LT8751)
27 Jon e Chion Hoi leaflet ot {(LTRTOL)
30 Jan ~ Hogquestaed Leaflets, Chicu Ho i at (AT8059) and (AT8552)

8. COMMIHICATIONS

re maintained Jurings the wmonth of Janvary with no

roormnel turnover in cll gections rose considerobhly

of Merine urdbs out of Viet Nam, dlbhuugh hard

erience ¢ radio operstors in portl cvlLr, the platoon benes

7 the voluntary extensions of severut. key ren.

. o Luill 65 by ecchelon un um seperote detes toward the end

nonth .L\.CJ_ll tobed control of men o mtsm 1 greatly. After the

depa -ﬂ'ture uf'tﬂc comgnd group for ths 1-;:(‘:chnu on the moraing of 26 Janw
zged ond evacuated in lots thet could be easily puord-

¢ oy the rear.

ontinued to rise steeply with the increase in

tleipating stbations. Ulbins t\,l"r dry cell hattery .

L double or gorhaps triple because of the large power

scrambler uvnits,

Cum"u 1 Cgt 1.0Ng

CagLLTTES TWPLICTSD Oi SUSTAINED: VC/NVA CAPTURED
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as Friopcly Cesualiics
Lst Battalion, 5th Marines

| TSHC SN
KIi 1 0
WILE "1l 1l
WLLNE 3 G
o) 0 0]
DD 0 0
N3G 13 8]
NZD 0 0
b. Eneny Casualtiecs
KIii Wh 16 VG 52 TOTAL 68
10, SIGNIFICALHT BUEMY ORDILNCE CAPTURED DURING TH MONTH
L AKelT 1l M=79
1l. SIGHNIFICAWT MUNITIONS CLPTURED/FUUND AND DESTRUYED DURING THE MONTH
1 ~ 122mm Hocket Round
12, SIGNIFICLHT ENEMY BQUIPMENT/FUOD STORES CLPTURED DURING THE MONTH
310 1bs. corn 105 lbs. toabeco
25 1bs. black beans 925 1lhs. rice
175 1bs. sweebt potatoss
13, ENEMY DuulY THLPS/MINES FOUND AND DESThuInD DURING THE MONTH
1 - 30 Ibs box mine, pressurc/relcase
b = ¥26 Fand Grenades w/tripwire
1 - 15 1b, Mine (105 camister) fpressurc rclease
2 = 60mn morter rounds w/pressure reloase
1 = O0mm amorter round w/itripwire
1 - 7.02 round w/vressure relcase
L - ChiCom Grenades w/tripwire
1 - 60m Mortar w/pressure release
1 = M26 Hend Grenade w/tripwire
Uy, ENTRIES. .See Tab "AM to Enclosure (1) Staff Journal for period of

030CL through 312000 Jenuery 1970,

310 ENCLOSURE (1)
' ——a
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

‘Tobh MiM Staff Journal for period

of 1 January through 31 Jamery 1970
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