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1%.31 Hzreh 1970
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1-31 Harch .L97o
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S
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1-31 liarch 1970
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1-31 Hareh 1970
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1-31 iaxeh 1970
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Mereh was a yeriod of ch

The month of snge for Ist Battelion, 5th Marines,
it was cnth of tranzition from old femilisr sreas of opervation to 2 new
e'}

terrain inundsted with civilian gpovulabions The Battalion received orderys to
move from the Arizensz Territory to the Southern Sector Defense {ommend near
Dallgng City znd assume responsibilit: ¢f the Division Reserve. The Dgitalion
had to meske =2djustments from oper tlnf‘ as a separate combat unit in the Ari-
zona to working ti e unf farilisr, mostly vacified, arez of the 85DC. Operating
with and wra»mi friendly Vietnamss ,eowle ultimately vroved 4o be g rich and
rewarding experience.
The month of March started
cne comnany at a time uvntil the
r Defense Commaﬂd. Tyo com
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iion ls CVLL; th e svizons
Battallcn had ) nsplacc;l to the Southern
(1% the Dai Le Pa%s Cone-
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sector I
tonment, one compeny gt Hill 34, aﬂd one compcnzr cﬁd I_v\, Comvany oceunying
the former Wank ua‘ttallon Commend Post.

On 28 February Cherlie fompeny preceded the Battalion meving from the
irizona to An Toa and then to the 33DC as the advance perty for the Battal-

107,

Un the lst of llzwch Charlie Comnaony made the move te Hill %34. The com-
became CFOU to 4th Battalion, 11lth lis :mes for severel days awaiti

Qo

Dany 1 ing
the arrival of the Battslion CF. The rn'mj had the task of taking over the
defense of Cobb Bridge and Cau Do Bridge. du Gefense was Just one of

the new Jobs the Batitalion wounld become *‘"nllw ar with in its new AQ.

“While Cha rl;.e Company was meking the nove out of An Hoz, Bravo Company
moved from the Arizong inte in Yos, collected 211 iks equinment snd person-
nel and then "1OV€"’7 to the S8DC on 3 Marche

Aloha Dorm:nv renained ot work in the Arizong providing
The 3rd Platcon was making g patrol with CIT personnel snd a
when three VC/iV4 were spotted in a hooteh. The patrol shou
come out, the three enemy fled out the _rear o“ the ncmcr &r
Their bodies were searched uncovering
of rice.

Later fthe same morning 16 VO bodies were found scattered in thiek brush
and trees north of F«:)ctbpl Island. The czuse of deatn we.s from an air strike
that had teen run twe wesks earlier m suono.ct of Brave lom \?a".ﬁt The zix
strike hed een very wide of the imttended objective zrea and the platoon
moved cn withont checking out the ares as it was not z he intended pa-
trel route.

AL firet Light on the morning of the 3xd HES Company and the CP group
noved inte 4n Hoa. The next moraning the heli-lift commenced to cccuny ]st
Tank Battslion CP in the Southern Sector Defense Command. A4lpha Company move
“com the Arizons to Phu Loc (6) o guard Liberty Bridge snd the "Wey Llfe
Heamlet", The comnany became CFCLI the 2nd Battslion, 5th Marines for the
two days it renained abt Liberty Bridgs.

Cn the 4th of Harch, &5 Company and the C0F group moved to lst Tank Be~
ttalion and Delta Comparny »repared to move to An Hea from the Hot Dog area.
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teliconters were unable %o ex
Delts Coumany spent one nore

iz
An Hoa,o 5 Varcn znd the lo.,nq dey was heli-lifs za»s.
On the 6th Alvpha Compeny was relieved from its ﬁefensxve positLons ﬂt
Loe (b) an d flew to Dai Lo Pass. The Babttalion was ab last reformed in tbe

new AQC and apﬂumed resnonsibility of $3DC,

Day end night setivities were sent out as normal it new problems in
coordinetion crose., Hot only were there lierines in the area to coordinate
with, ™t nany varied Vietnamese units. There were nany hesvily populated
hamlets and VLliasGO, each with & Pooular Forces unit to defend it. The
activities of these units hed %o Le accounted for and meticulous care haken
not to have lMarine activities overlap, In all, six 04¥'s, one CUPP, one
CaC0, one District Eezdquarters, two infantry batialichg, one Marine Regi-
ment, N5DC, and Headquarters Battalion cperated within or adjacent to the
expanded 53DC AC.

In keeping with the Battalion's mission of Division Reserve the Paeifier
Ogerction was formulated. It contained an zirborne sssanlt company construc-
ted from four flights of three 17 man heliteams each. The dedicabted air-
craft package consists of the following:

153

No. Type Mission
1 UH1E Command and control
2 0v-10 FAC(A)
. 3 CH-46 Troop transport
2 F-4H LZ Prep
2 F-4B CAP
4 Cobral's Helicopter Security

The operztions are capable of teing congtituted on 10 minutes notice
and aircraft asre standing by to launch within 15 minutes notices This pace
kage is available 24 hours a day a8 a reaction force znd to enable the Come
nanding Gereral to react to any target of cpreriunity.

The first three opverctions were used primarily as training exercises
and. resulted in no enemy contect because of the very low threat targets in-
volved. Delts €ompany condncted the operations in Sherxwood Forest, western
Go Noi Islard, and southern Dodge City.

Tre operztions generally wend snootbly 't peinted out some areas of
coordination that needed to be improved, Trcops needed tc becone more famil-~
lar with helicopter operations, repid direction orientation, and & few minor
problens with supporting arms coordination were encountered.

Although most of the activity in the Battalion seemed to be with Delta
Company and the Pacifier Operzhions, the rest of the Battelion remained ac-
tive., AL the CP a ftraining schedule was organized and auvgmendted the 14th
of Harchse One platoon a week contimglly goes through the “efre“Per program
naking optimum utilization of the Division Schools lobhile Training Team.

o2 ESCLCSURE (1)
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any continually worked the cenirsl part and Alpha Company

) northeln area of the 35DC with day and night activities. HES Compeny
provided CF qecurliy. Charlie Company positioned one plthO' at each of the
two bridges and the third platoon was put at Hill 34 to provide perimeter
securitye.

The first oroductive Pacifier COperation to be conducted started on 24
March. Delta Company was nlaced in a Hot Fad status early n.the noOrning.
The 3rd Flatoon of Delta Company wes lifted out of Dal La Pass LZ at DC35E.
The platoon landed south of the Hot Dog aftver preping a treeline o the south
with onehoard (V10 and AH-1G ordnance. The plabtcon swept south with nega-
tive results. At 1024H the 2nd Pletoon was inserted further

F

£ cer tc the south
and swept southwest '1tn negative resulits alsc. The %rxd Flatcon was extrac-
ted and while enroute to Dai La Pass 2 Hecon elenent on Eill 2

several eneny nesr Dai Fhong {7) The transports were vut in s holding pat-
tern while the helicopier and Pacifier Commender Airbome (MCQ, POC(A)) in-
vestigated the area.

After Cobra gunships preped an LI 200 meters to the north of the report-
ed position, the 3rd Flatcon wes larded immediately +aﬁ“n small arms fire
from & tree line. The unit aggressively assamlted the tree line to the south
with small arms and 179's. The fire chased 10-12 VA ocut of the area into
the rice peddies. 3rd Platoon es b718ﬂ0 z bage of fire to held the enemy
down while Cobrz gunshine fired orgenic weapons st the pinned down enemy
The platoon swept the srea while the UHlE Command aircraft marked positi
of dead and wounded enemy with yellow smoke. 2 . Pletoon had mesznwhile een
inserted o the enermy's €astern flank to preclude their escane into a tree
line., Five IVA were killed, five ¥0W's were coﬂta ed, bwo ;V-E7! =nd mime
eyous Chiloms, bsclts, snd equipment were taxﬁf. Alr overetions gnd cocoxdi-
nation with ground units were excellent for this overstion.

Bravo Compsny at 2000E on the night of the 24th had one of its night
activities moving into an ambush sight. Before regching thelr position 4
VC orpened up with smell arms fire. The fire tean reburned fire with MlG's
hitting orne VO in the cheste Thﬂ medy wesn't found until the next dzye One

a

Marine was nedevaced with a ninor flesh Jounrq from the contact,

The 26th of ¥arch a Pacifie Ooe“qt’0 8 conducted on Feotball Is-~
lend. AC on station conducted rtlllerg dnd uir orep with good coverafe.
let Flatoon Delta Company lended and received small sxeg fire from the tree
lines %o the noxrith cst auO souths The plaotoon assanlted to the south while
gunships and zir strikes were cglled in on seversl fleeing enemy to the northe-

aste 2nd Platcon was then inserted into the chjective arez =nd swent the
i1l the enemy had been seen fleeing frome One VO was seen throwing

pon into extremely thick brush, snd was chesed down nd k~11°q After bobrc
aunehine worked the area it was swent by 2nd Platoon. o Tyo(2) HVA KIA's were
found. TUnitg then swect east along a sznd bar. oralL axns fire was received

. X £t
and gunsh;ns were called in on seven (7, sighted VA fleeing 8C0 meters %o
the west. Due to vending darimess 3xd and 4th Flstoons weve inserted for

E
‘J
e
ﬁ

time reinforcement to conduct anbushes throughout Foobhall Tsland.
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» 271h Slespons 1*‘12:.;3001 was eziracted and returned to
- avious deys

and returmed

The commany

ai*!“ strike nre the SCmthI"’l foothills of the e Zon lountains
2lled the Slot. At 1102E the leszding ascsoult element ingerted in 2o
wf‘c“tel rice paddy. “he ares was swept with negative Ts and C O
nony was cxtracted and returned o Dai La Pass.
The lest th th any and mnory moved outb

day of the month Deltsn Comp
or one more Pecifier Cperabion =nd overnight on
23 "1:(3(1 gouthnres of Cam Ha and swepb east to &
to rivers Alpha Company was ;nserted twe kilometers o the feo*_u‘:h
tne tree line %o south and set up a blocking nosition esst to wect
P(" i)

W C boundery. Une a .uc‘?_ and. one j*‘m dnd round were m'md -‘qd
blowm in plsee. At 100CH %';ze fi o)
HLT

Pl‘b' Cu

irst vhese of the oneration was terminsted,
i many was oexbrscted, ond Delts Comr get in for cverstions through-

ut the 1oca" section of t’f‘e Rocket Telt. ‘.1 ﬁ activities were conducted
and on the lst of dpril the commaony wes 1»:it%1d1‘axm.

ot
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2. Strength. e Batitald s strength a begimning of ‘e month
was 38 officers and 108 alisted Cn ti s of The nonth, the u+*en"th
chenged to 37 office nd of the nonth of lMarch,
the strensth o this time there are 14

snlisted Jospitallzeu.

e Discipline, Lzw and Lesals DTuring the month of Mar there were
eight (&) Special Ccurtu;ﬁarfial convened. During the sane Htime period
24 Compeny and 22 Battelion Office Hours (IUP) were also held. There were
2 investigations pending and 1 completed.

c. POy/Detzineese. There were 7 detainses processed during this month.
They were classiiied s followss

VA PO 4
Ve POW's 3
VA Det 0
VG Dete 0

q A

d. lioralee. Ulorale and fighting spirit contimmed to be excellent
e. fYogtal. Aside from the short vpestal strike, postal service contine
ued zt the same degree of excellence.,

f. Awards. During the month of lMarch there were 24 ¥ovy Achievement
nedals, 23 Lavy Commendaticn medals, d 7 Bronze Ster medals submitted for
heroic and meritorious services

gs Interior Mansgement. Adninistrebive procedures and proficiency
continmed to be excellent,

2. ENENY, VEATHER, ANTD TERRATH

as Enemy. Reported enemy activity was at a low level throughout
the SSDC for the reporting periods. (Note - See currvent situation reports
and intelligence swmmaries for Pacifier Oversticns regarding enemy elements,
contacts, etc.)

be Weathers. UNo chauge.
LEannet i . ) ) )
¢s» Terrains The Terrain in the S8DC is varled between rice paddies,
valleys and nountains, the highest elevation reading in excess of 300 meters

DECLASSIFIED
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a+ Crgenizstions
throughout the month with Hib Comp 1
and Alvhe =od Delia Gorﬂg nies Lo cstf-*d 2% Dcl La Fa su, 3'1 Cha:m,ie Co.z-ﬁazu,,v
at Can Do Bridge, Cobb Bridge, emd Hill 34,

be Operctions. The Battalion ranig Pecifier Operstions during the month,

"

with day and nig {eht activities.

ring the month of March 1870 the legt Battalion, 5th laxines
he Tih Air Force =nd the lst I#4W. The Battelion mg'ﬁreﬁ

ketball ox Shedows It should be noted thet after 1/5

3EDC that this Babtalion received o tstanding

wvere vequired to give officers and stalf a fam ZL1 :ci*;y of

A b regldown of the BDA and medical evacuations foll

[Q%ch
Killed by air &
Structures Desbroyed 9
Tree Line Destrcyed 850 mebers
ledevacs Total Fissions - 13
. Imergency U 4
Priority 3
Routine  USLC 3
Imergency ARVI 4
Routine Civilians 3
(2) Sismificant Developmentse The depsrture of onr fixed wing AIO/FiC
wzs negeted by the u*""iv"l of 2 new 4l /"‘C fixed wing nilot whose presence
L4
U

B
reconsbituted this Battalion's ideal condi
and one fixed wing B.L‘O/FAC Alr-Ground Team.
The Pacifier Missicns which huve been develoved and refined by the 1sit

Battalion, 5th Hazines in the psst month is an exermle of epitome of ca-oper-
gtion bhetween the Wing snd Divisicn. The nissicn is @ S'Ilf‘t striking, highly
ﬂobl‘c ﬂe11bome task forece which is able 1o reasct to any situsiion on very

hort notice. 43 in any fast moving military situstion, commmnicstions has
vlageé a key role iz tre success of the Pacifier mis sions. Units must be

ion of one helicopter ALC/FAC

theroughly briefed befors each mission and es the situstion changes Juring

the conduct of the opsrations. WLl concerned pacvties mmst he H—lﬁc sbreast of

the curpent ~;ngbt3.oh The cv’mmication reqlrements of the ;f;cr Opm

eration have been solved thus ng wh the Pzo fler e,.Lr/ ground
T3 T

teama force in resdiness re dy to we;ct syiftly to sny ensmy sitnstion.
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During the »nest month ten Pacifier Unerctions have been conducted with the
follow support from the lst MaW: 64.1 houvs of CH~ 26 sht time, T0.2
hours of AF-1G "Cobra® flight time, 26,3 hours o v:la JCL flight tine amd
29.8 hours of CV.10 AC flight time. In addition ; of

have supported the Pacifiers with devastating »

(3} Artiilerv. The Dattclion wes supnorte
Merines and Foxtrot Batiexy, 2nd Babtalion, 11+t

by
sisted of only illuminstion m
area, and lzck of need for HE udi
iring the month of areh.
(a) Pacifiexr Coerctionse artillery 2if
consisted of LZ prep fires contrelled by an 40 as well as havin
the ground to counbrol missicns when the air was off ststions Whenever pose
sible czssistance from I0D's in the form of readoubs and target sitings wer
atilized.s
(b} 8BDC. Due to the 40 extension for SSDC z new defencive fire
nlen was ueveLoneﬂ. This plan was included in the revised I5IC Cperstions
8] 4

A - 4
(4} Ingineers. UMone atiached.

(5) 3hore Far (an). T nersonnel were provided by Comnany B, lat
ohore Perty he.ttalloa; they were primarily employed in ccordinating and
effecting Helicopter ledevees, visuvsl reconnaisance, spd during the Paci~
fier Overations,

(6) Scout Snipers. None attached.

(7} Moter Transportation. Frem 1 March to 31 March 1970 the lotor
Transportation Section hes had 4o move a1l of its assets from in Hoaz Com—
bat Base to the fomer lst Tank Batialion Centomment. DBecause of the change
in the Battalion's zrea of responsibility snd the change of the Battsglion's
nission, vehicular transportation has become more necessary than ever. The
four month monsoon seasson left most vehicles in need of extensive cleaning
and repair. 7o maximize utilizetion it was necessary Ho completely rencvaeie
every piece of ecvipment. The section has worked contimueglly c¢leaning, re-
rziring and .ﬂtLﬂM all sguipment within the section, Due to the tremendou
effort by the persomnel in the Ilotor Transporiation Section, the Batislion's
transports +tion sssets have been able ¢ venzin and perform ot its opiimum
wvel of efficiencyas

ot

@]

-
H
.

(8} Tanizs, Co C (Rein) 1st Tank Bn passed ADCON to this Bn 051200H Mar70.

w
L ]
¥
-
o
=N
O
ot
‘l‘_l
Q
he
3
!—1 >
oo}
2
<t
3
.
[
»]
2.
&

was conducted during the non
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gre and Cleaning
Happing an
Leadership

Viet Cong Fines end Zooby Traps

g Abise

Femilisrization firing of the ¥16, 1160
K=1T4 Automatic Grenade Launcher

Porward Qbserver Procedures

Veneregl Dicegses

60 Mortar, M79 (live firing)

Unifeorn Appearance

¥Militexry Customs and Courtesy

Individual snd Group Hygiene in the field
Handling of POW's

Troop Leading Steps

Conduct of a ¥arine in and out of the Field
Anti~Personnel Mine ¥M18Al

AN/FRC 25 Radio

V26 Hond Grenade

Crew training of the 8lmm Mortar Teams

81mn Mortar (Live Firing)

Physical Training

[ amd el o S e e e O A T e P W e e Uy
~1 DA B AN N ON O3 VWU e AN R R

S ~
NN -
I D I T i o i R S I A N

i T W Y i Vo ¥ e W W N e P e
no
OO

(24) Care and Cleaning of the 106mm Recoilless Rifle
25) Crey Training of the 106mm Recoillese Rifle

26) Communications Security

27) Preventive Maintenance PRC/25 Radio

28) Hlectrical Safety

Preventive First Aid

Combat Intelligence

XY-28

Driver Training for Testing and Licensing L.D.
Weekly Preventive lMaintenance
Procedures for Completing WAVMC 106275D
Vehicle Safety

Shop Safety

Batile:Sights (Live firing)
Secouting and Patrelling
Technique of Fire

Camouflage

Enemy Tactics

Supply Administration

as Tinancigzl Mansgement

bs Status

c. Personzl Effects

d. Logisticel HYummary Report
g+ Tronsaction Codes

f. Controelled Itens
Warehcusing, Field

s Stock Identification

1

b Embarkation

33

30

2]
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B N AV A RV RS AC RS ES )
NP DWW D= AT SN
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o
M
T

ENCLCSURE (1)
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Lrrory (Operationsl Procedures)

\
4
2 Safety (Hand Grenades)
{ V72 LAAW )

) A-191 Multi-shot Flare Thrower

be The Battalion contirmed to utilize schools provided by higher
headquarters in the Dallang area znd Ckinawas

5., LOGISTICS

Df.?.rir\g the past month this Batizlion moved from the Arizona Territory
into the Southern Bector Defense Command. The move was comvleted in approx-
imately 10 days, during vhich $ime transnortetion organic to the Battelion
secorplished the move efficiently under zdverse weabher conditions.

lat Motor Transport Batizlion is presently supvorting the Battalion with
(1) platoon of 2% ton twmcks. These vehicles are being utilized in heuse-
keering tasks. Two trucks are assigned to the messhalls, one truck st 1/ 5
cantonment, =and one truck at Dai La Pass. Two trucks are viilized in replen=-
ishing food supplies from FIL. The renesining truck is used as zdministrative
truck between Can Do Bridge, Camp 2, Division, and Dal Lz Pass cantonment.

Logistical supvnort has improved ceonsidersbly since the middle of If
4% the Dal Lo Pass cantomment considersble ﬂ.npv*oxmr‘wvt in the foxy of defen~
sive wire has been accomplished, and sdditional urkers have heen built,

oG .

[

ba ADTIC HONE

Ts PSYCECLOGIC,L CPERSWICE  HOEE

€, TIICATTONS . Adanting to the new location of the Ba
forenost Lask of cn*‘mmt‘ a uow‘ during the month of March.

Headou rter grony noved tlaxrch, the advance
minicators had already © 1st Tank
center and 1”9 or the c::der.z;r telrecver of gll other commnics

nent and facilit Consequences of the move contiruwe To be felt

utnications eguipm 1‘& and wnoperwoxk arve roceliving atteq‘tlon +n’+’ cmu
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