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HEADQUARTERS 

2nd Battalion, 5th Marines 
1st Marine Division" (Rein) FMF 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

Commanding Officer 

Commanding Officer, RLT-5 

3/DRD/jrp 
5 April 1966 

Command 'Chronology Report for period 23 February 1966 to 
5 April 1966 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(1) 

MCO 5750.2 
DiVO 5750.2 
CG 1st MARDIV (Rein) 23¢¢¢5g of March 1966 

Command Chronology 

1. Enclosure (1) is forwarded in accordance with references (a), (b), ~ 

and (c). ~ 
2. This command chronology covers the greater part of the organization 

and training of the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines on Okinawa prior to 

organization and embarkation of BLT 2/5 for deployment to Viet Nam. 

3. Administrative orders, training directives, loading and embarkation 

til ~lans~ operation orders~ and other sup~orting directives were 

previously submitted for the activities concerned in this report. 

flt;J titLJ-
ROBERT H. USKURAIT 
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ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

I. LOCATION 

1. Camp Schwab, Okinawa. 

II. PERIOD COVERED BY REPORT 

23 February 1966 to 5 April 1966 

III. BATTALION ASSIGNhENTS AS OF-5 APRIL 1966 

1. CO Lieutenant Colonel R.H. USKURAIT 

2. XO Major L.W.T. WALLER II 

• ). S-l lstLt VI.M. KAY 

4. 8-2 Capt R.L. HEMENEZ 

5. 3-3 Major R.A. PAPE 

6. 8-4 Capt H.T. WINSTON 

7. CO, Company H&S Capt R.D. HUGHES 

8. CO, Company E Capt J.S. COOPER 

9. CO, Company F lstLt G.S. BURGETT 

10. CO, Company G Capt J.F. O'ROURKE 

11. CO, Company H 1stLt J.J. DOHERTY 

ASSIGNMENTS OF ATTACllivENTS FOR PERIOD 22 MARCH 1266 TO 2 APRIL 1266 

, 
1- Btry E (Rein) 2/11 Capt F. BUBENHOFFER, JR. 

Det HQ Btry 2/11 

2. 2nd PIt (Rein) Co B. IstLt G.F. TASCONIS 
3rd Amtrac Bn 

3. 1st PIt (Rein) Co C IstLt L.E. CHERICO 
1st Tanks Bn 

4. 2nd PIt (Rein) Co B, lstLt W.D. WESTER 
1st AT Bn 

e 5. 2nd PIt (Rein) Co B lstLt A.J. LECRONE 
1st Engr Bn 

6. 2nd PIt (Rein) Co B 2ndLt G.W. JONES 
1st Recon Bn 
Det 6th PIt 
1st Force Recon Co 
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2nd ColI Sec (Rein) ... B 
1st MED Bn ,~ 

8. Log Support Unit 
Det 1st Ser Bn 
Det 3rd FSR 

R~~ 2nd Land SP PIt 
(Rein) Co B 1st SF Bn 

~~ 2nd PIt (Rein) CoB 
7th NT Bn 

lstLt K.L. CARTER 

lsttt E. ROSENBERG 
lstLt lVI.W. NEILL 

CO~~DERS NARRATIVE S~~Y 

As covered in the last command chronology report, this battalion 

arrived on Okinawa on 2 February 1966 and we immediately began an 

extensive training program.- The period of 23 February 1966 to 5 

April 1966 was a period of maximum training of units within the 2nd 

Battalion, 5th I~rines and the accumulation of supplies needed for 

Viet Nam. The personnel situation stabilized within the battalion and 

the degree of unit cohesiveness within the units increased significant­

ly. There were essentially no problems in obtaining support from all 

agencies concerned with the training syllabus. Although several 

problems were encounterdd by the supply and embarkation section, they 

were relatively minor. The Battalion Landing Team, which was activated 

on 25 ~~rch 1966, is trained to a high degree of readiness; the morale 

~ of the Sfficers and men is high, and we are trained, ready, and eager 

to become a part of the military force in Viet Nam. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SIGNIFICMJT EVENTS 

A. PERS01TNEL 

1. The battalion's tour on Okinawa was without significant major 

personnel changes. The largest influx of personnel was 57 seventeen 

~year olds who were joined on 10 Narch 1966. Thirty fou~ of these men 

TJlrere transferred prior to deployment. 
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e 2. Major Command changes were as follows: 

• 

(a) On 4. March 1966, lstLt VI.M. KAY became the S-l Officer 

relieving IstLt D.R. WEST who was transferred from the battalion. 

(b) On 10 ]JJarch 1966, Capt R.A. HICKETHmR, Commanding Officer 

of Company F, was transferred to the 9th ~ffiB and lstLt G.S. BURGETT 

previously the Excutive Officer became Commanding Officer of Company F. 

(c) On 14 March 1966, lstLt A.J. BOCUTTI joined the battalion 

as Motor Transport Officer replacing lstLt W.E. S~rrTH who was trans-

ferred • 

(d) On 18 I~ch 1966, Capt J.S. COOPER joined the battalion 

and was assigned as the Cownanding Officer of Company E replacing 

lstLt D.E. IIIJARCUM who was assigned to H&'S Company for duty as 

Liasion Officer with the S-3 section. 

3. On Z5 February 1966, due to the formation of a scout-sniper 

platoon, the battalion transferred ~O men to the 5th Marine Regiment. 

4. The formation of the 9th ~~B caused the transfer of several 

• 

key personnel. Though a~ attempt was made to keep these men, only 

two personnel were retained. 

5. On Z~ March 1966, BLT 2/5 was activated. Supporting units 

were attached and 69 non-deployables were transferred to SU #3, HQ Co 

H&S Bn, FMF PAC. 

B. INTELLIGENCE 

1. All companies of the battalion received instruction in such 

areas as mail censorship, password and countersign, civic action, and 

Viet Nam orientation. Two Officers and Staff briefings were also con­

~ducted. Viet Nam situation reports and current intelligence summarys 

were not readily available to the battalion because of deployments of 

senior echelons and the phySical remoteness of this battalion from the 
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• e , sources of information. 

C. TRAINING 

1. From 22 February 1966 until embarkation the 2nd Battalion, 5th 

Marines has conducted extensive field training and field firing. Each 

company spent eight days attending Counter-Gue~rilla Warfare School in 

the Northern Training Area of Okina~m where formal instruction, patrolling, 

and a two day guerrilla problem was conducted. All units fired both 

day and night live firexs using night firing techniques. Units also 

..,eceived instruction and application in the use of the sniper scope. A 

~wo day period of instruction at Land Mine and Demolition School plus one 

days instruction at the Jungle Lanes immpressed personnel on the current 

trends and tips for Viet Nam. 

2. The 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines and units which later formed BLT 

2/5 had an inspection by the Commanding General 1st Marine Division (Rein), 

a 5th Marine m?unt~out, drill/inspection, and an address by the Cornrnanding 

General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), followed by a Battalion COlnmanders 

~spection during th~s period. Personnel from the letter companies plus 

our supply personnel, attended Helicopter Support Traning an a Forward 

Observer School run by Battery E, 2/11. The school was attended by 34 

men from the letter companies and 6 from Slmm mortar platoon. 

3. Our Blmm MOrtar Platoon and io6 Recoilless Rifle Platoon under-

went extensive day and night firing during this period. 

4. A 60mm Mortar Section was formed from personnel within the weapons 

platoon of the letter companies after attending a one week school on the 

4Iteapon. Improvement in their proficiency and accuracy with the weapon 

was noted during live firing, All letter companies received one days 

intensified training in the use of Helicopters in the Camp Schwab and 

Northern Training Areas. LVT training was conduct~d in the Camp Schwab 
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.rea for all uni·ts. The training included procedures for, and 

application of the LVT's in combat operations. 

5. During this period a rifle requalification detail consisting 

of 161 men who previously were unqualified or failed to requalify last 

year fired with an impressive 81% qualification. 

6. The battalion, with attached units, conducted two command post 

exercises and a three day battalion field exercise which were beneficial 

to all concenred. 

7. Our tactical air control party conducted live fire operations 

the Philippines for approximately a two week periqd prior to embark-

ation. 

D. COf\WiAIID AND CONTROL 

1. CG 1st MARDIV (Rein) message 23¢¢¢5; activated BLT 2/5 to be 

effective 25¢¢¢1 ~~rch 1966. The operational and administrative control 

of the BLT was shifted from RLT-5 to the 9th MAB on 3¢PlPl March 1966 by 

the same message. 

SUPPLY. EQUIP~~NT. AND ~rnARKATION 

'" 1. On arrival on 2 February 1966, the battalion turned all its 

mount-out into1rhird force Nervice ~egiment. At this time, the mount-

out was 98% complete~. 

2. Nineteen M-4l6-Bl trailers which were received prior to leaving 

CONUS, were embarked as were the M-IOO trailers. 

3. The following mount-out blocks were received prior to embarkation 

and deployment to Viet Nam: 

(a) 30 day class I 

(b) 30 day 1st through 3rd echelon class II spares 

(c) )0 day dry cells 

(d) 4 day class III 
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( e) 30 day class IV 

(f) 15 day class V plus basicallGWance. (15 day class' en fellew-up .. .. ... \ .. 

shipping for a tetil ef a 30 d.~y class II). The m.T. was dir ected to take :this 

amount of cl.ass V hewever only the IA plus 7 <days oouJ.d be leaded. The remaining 
. . . 

amount will be in follSif-up shipping. 

4. No essential T/Eoi T/A defioiencies existed as evidenced by the fact that 

over 1900 requisitions were outstamiing up(f)n embarkation. The majority 0f the . . .. ,-'. 
I 

most critical type 2 items, h0Wever, were furnished from en-island assets and all 
j. • 

essential supplies and equipment were embarked. 

5. Several minElr' d~ficuJ. ties were encountered during the embarkaYion . 

planning due to the late receipt gf necessary infoI'llli tion essential fer praper 
. ", . 

embarkation planning. '!'he vehicle loadna changed several t.:imes as result of 
. . 

iequirement te transport two Leu's tG Viet Nam. This requireme~ was nG>t 

oonfirmed until I April 19tXl, the night pria' tG staging. In additiento thiS, 
. .. .. . ..' . 

supplies were arriving as late as 1600,003 April 1966 • 
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