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" COMMAND CHROWOLOGY, 230 BATTALIC., 57A MARINES, HAY 1968

To . ORGANIZATIGNAL DATA.

‘A. Location: 1-16 iay 1968, Cao Doi, RVN
| o 17-31 Hay 1968, Phu Gia, RVN ~

B. Comménding Officer, Steaff Officers-and'Compahz;Ccmmanders:

' Gommanding Officer  LtCol E. C. CEEATHAM JR. 1-31 May68

Executive Officer Maj O. K., STEELE 1-31 Mayé68
Ad jutant - Capt R. E. STOLER 1-31 May6bh
S-1 : ' ‘1stlt W. I, SHICK - - 1-31 May6B
S5-2 1stLt E. T. ALTON 1-31 May68
S-3 .~ Maj E. G. DYER - 1-31 Nay68
S-34 1stLt Te Do MARTIN 1-7 May68
1stlt T, A. Kablik 8-31 Mayb8

S-3B- . - : lstLt 8. R, BROWH 8-31 May6t8
S=4L - . .1stLt G. R. HOFHAWE JR. 1-31 Mayé8
ComO . S Capt D. J. POWEBRS ~ = 1-31 May68
Jupply0 " 2ndLt D. T. WELSH 1-31 HMay68
MTO lstLt G. A. ZURENDA 1-31 May68
LLO Capt E. F. PYLE JR. 1-31 May68
FAC Capt T. M., PINE I1I 1-10 Mayb8
G Capt R. L. THACKER. 23-31 Hayé8

CO H&S Co | lstLt A. A. DORNBACH - 1-6 May68
' 1stiLt T. D, MARTIN 6~31 May68

CO Co Capt J. J. NORTON 1-10 Mayb8
"2ncLt P. Re McCOWNELL 10-18 iay68

. Capt J. J. NORTON . 18-31 May68

COCoF : Capt i« P. DOWNS 1-7 DHMayé8
: : l1stLt C. W, FULFORD 8-31 lay68

N go & 1stLt D. A. DOVE 1-31 day6h

€O Co I = . Capt G. D. HENDRICKSON 1-31 May68

C. Average Mdnﬁhly Stréngth.'

il o Usy
OFF  RNL . - : . OFF BENL

‘_'?r‘ums . N =5t Bl
. NARRATIVE SUiMARY. ~ - A

During May the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines continued its mission
of protectlng the Division MSR. By employlng numerous company and
platoon size patrols into knom and suspected enemy assembly areas,
and conducting squad and smallar size ambushes along enemy routes

of 9“proach to the MSR, this task was successfully accompllshed.
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On 9 May 1968 Cou gany i, 3rd Battali.n, 5th MarineS became en=
si saswy force in its base .camp area west

of Hal Van Pass. Scoond Betnalion, PFifin Marlnes was directed to
relieve Company M. The Rattalion Co.mand Group with Company E
linked up with Company M and continued the attack, destroying enemy
forces, materials and positions, The a jor difficulty encountered
throughout the entire operation was movement in the steep, jungle
aovered mountainous terraina.

On May 17th, the Battalion Command Post displaced from Cao Doi,
Z008L023, to its new site at Phu Gia Pass, AT833999.

Til. SEQULNTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT SEVENTS..

A. Iersonnel and Administration.

P

1o CaS‘aJtleSm

 BATTIE : NON-BATTLE
YIA  WIE DOW  MIA . SERIOUS NON-SERIOUS DSATHS TOTALS
87 789 07 70 | 2 i1 2 82

o Joined during Mev, ' .

sy
OFF ENL

o}
&3

———
-~

o
RN
G

¥ 1j

=

|
i

OoF
1

s Harrative Summary: Chargeable strength remained above

3C% of the maaing leve. for the complete month of Maye

5. Problem Arcas.

£2,. Administretive supplies corntinue to be unavailable;
Fitunsss Repooys; VA Insurance Torms for SQLI, Pages 9, 11, 5, 13,
PiRis; hLolisicsd Jontients CDDl, OD21ly, UDB's and DD1ll Mllitary

N s s
Crders

b, Addressograph mach¢nes are in poor condltlon and
ribbons are unrnavailable.

T LT -2
Lot . Do
DT

Fum e e

[ N (Y S
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1. Courts=dartial; Tried_ :T ¢ 1ding }
2. ‘Non-Judlclal Plnlshmeut =

a. By Battali-:a Commander 8

b. By Company Comrnanders g

- C. ,Morale, PX and Chaplaln'q Activities,

1. Morale is GOﬂsndered excellent.

2. Non-availablllty of PX facilities has not been deter-
“imental to morale or. performance. Necessery icems were made avail~
able through SP Packs and consolldated ruas tc exchange facilities
in Phu Bai.

3¢ 'Chaplaints Activities: The Battalion Chaplain conduct-
ed 32 Catholic services in May with 875 Harines in attendance.
These services were held .in each of the compeny areas to facilitate
attendance. Protestant services wers also held in the company areas
by chaplains from Phu Bai and the Chaplein from lst Battalion, 5th
Marines. There were 9 services which were attended by 230 Nar;nes.
For Protestant coverage to be more universal and more regular in
the . Battallon, the Chaplain f£1om lst Battallon, Sth Marines has
assumed the responsibiliiy for Protestant services. This month
- the Chaplain received a vehicle to be used solely for Chaplain's
matters. Previously the Chaplain had to share a vehicle with other
sections, Having a vehicle greatly facilitates the conduct of
divine services as well as pastoral visits to the Marines, For 8
days. of this month, the ChapleTn accompanied the Battalion Command
Group to the field. No services were held at the time because of
the tactical situation. Howzven; prayers were said for t he dead
and the wounded were visited. DlMenorial scrvices were conducted
3 times this month at company formations where a2ll took part. Other
religious services were held in two villege churches at the request
of the local religious leaders These were attsnded by Marines as
well as many of the people 1in uhe v111ages; A visit was made to
the orphanage at Nuoc Ngot and excess food was given to them,
Visits were made to the CAP units within our TnOR and to Battery 4,
1st LAAM Battalione The Chaplein corducted hosnital visits in both
Phu Bai and DaNang. A total ot 18 wounded and sick were visited.
There were 23 counselling sessiors with the Marines at both the CP
and the company offices.

De iﬁtelligence.

l. General, Intelligei:e luformat ion during the month of
May was collected from various souvces including: G-2, Task Force
X~-Ray; S=2, 5th Marines; lst CI; 13th ITT: CAP-H~Hg's; Phu Loc
District Headquarters, Force and Division Reconnaissance units; and

-3
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ierdog L] (jf Phu Lce Pistric... - &,1gnl,flca't addltlon ' .
to the 1ntclllocncc socurces was vhe imnl i Chie 0T Leang L.0w.. . f%h,
the re—empha31s of the rewards program, v.ilagers of Lang Co have
led Marine units to surprise explosive devices, and of particular
importance, a downed helicopter, In addition a civilian from Tho
Son (H) voluntarily ussisted Marines in combat patrols in the Phu
la area.,

2e & study of all 1ncldentq and intelligence reports
helpad to determine the pattern of action taken by the enemy. The
enemy's activity revolved around the interdiction and harrassment
o¥ frierdly units along and inclusive of Highway #L. Although the
.enemy did not renew the anticipated offensive to the predicted in-
tensity, there were several sharp contacts which coincided with
the enemy's mission to collect and transport rice.’ :

2o hach company commander had at his disposal an 3-2
ooty a Kits Carson Scout; and in the cases of Companies E and H,
2 Yietpamese Interpreter, It has been found that the Kit Carson
Ls talze an aggressive role and play an intergal part in operat-
-z smaller than company size. In addition a sub-team of the 13th
T wes assigned to the Battalion, providing a rapid report of in-
cemation c\ded from cdetainees and documentary sourceso

3. Du« tz the lat rice paddy area characterlstlc of a
portion of the 40, the FPS-6 Radar sets were utilized by Companies .
B, P and Ee Each company has at least five Marines who have been
trained as operators. OFf particular significance was the radar's
ability to find and f£ix susnected night targets to be fired upon
by Bimm nortars, The S~2 section also conducted classes for each
compahby o the proper kandiing and ta@gln of FOW1's/detainees, cap=
tured gear and equipment.

i« Statistice of (asualties and Equipments

B-[40 Rockst Lauachers 3 CAPTURED
AK=NT | 2 CAPTURED
-y 1 CAPTURED
3KS 1 CAPTURED
HAS =36 1 CAPTURED
PPS &MO 1 CAPTURED
M-l Carbines 2 CAPTURED
ChiCom Grenades | " 61 CAPTURED

39 KIA(CONF) et

o T Ly~ Nf'.

et
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Merk 1 Grovadss

- TNT

Gunpowdeir Hussicl)

Satchsl Chargus

Blasting Jeps

‘Pliastiec Explosives

P11 Fuczes

Claymore Minet

B -0 Rocke® houards

" LOrm FE Rcunds

AK=l 7 Rounds.
RFD MG Nounis
BTD MG Ammo Drums
Ax- i Magezines

-1 Cervine Magazines

Grnl Mrgazines

CL8lmm ticrtey Binod

-R2mm Moritai Beoa-

Detenating Jord

- Poclka

JAdrrying Secks

Cortridge Baltis

1'ith He'met

Crezen Uniforms
Sweet Shirts

s
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vap & Ball

. 11

2 TAPTYRED
Y 1%s CAPTURED
2C0 lbs CAPTURED

.. 12 CAPTURED

2885 CAPIURED
{00 1bs CAPTURED
17" CAPTURED

2 GAPTURED

156 CAPTURED

9 GAPTUKAD

45C0 CAPTURED
8CU CAPTJRED

8 (APTURED
8 CAPTURED
3

CAPTURED

™

CAPTURED

1 GAPTURED

%L (. PTURED

25 £t CAPTURED

17 APTURED

5 CAPTURHED
l. CAPTURED
1 GA2TURED

13C sets CAPTURED

25 CAPTURED
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Ponechos

Hammocks

ChiCom Grenade .ou:siss

- M-16 Magazine Poucher

! e

Tadoctkrina

KX-Bar

Biroculars

Gas Mask (U.S.)

Flash Light Batterizss
Sleepiﬁg Beg

NVA Flag

Rice
e
[N
4
IBIST -]
\
o0 eR8

Fish Seuce {5 22l cans)
Fisgsna Bovtles
Paniodiniin Bot:leg
Tntraveinou:n Tuben
As=cried Modicol Mupplies

A vy RS W [
Aggorted CLothing

insocted Dosgaonn s,

o

3 z . [ S
Siving Boedises

Coaiay -Toxe Marines completed the
SN U s
; ’ oy iy
.,“ : "‘
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9: CAPTURED
5 CAPTURED
2 CAPTURED
2 CAPTURED
1 CAPTURED
1 pr CAPTURED
1 CAPTUKED
50 CAPTURED
1 CAPTURED
3 CAPTURID
3 tons CAPTURED
50 1bs CAPTURED
100 1bs CAPTURED
100 1bs CAPTURED ‘
15 CAPTURED
3 CAPTURED
50 CAPTURED
i GAPTURED
CAFTURED
CLPTUFE
CAPYTURED
3 DESTROYED

£ DE3TROYED

Battalion/Regimeatal
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— ) 2. Divisicn and ririer lovel forial Tehionls t*alning was
as follows:

as. Division Ioacdoereship Schools "13
be Vieitnamese Larguag: School ([I0 TAR) 1
ce Vietnamess Language® School (Okinawa) 1
d. Embarkavici Schcol (Okinava 1
e« Division Embarkatiou Schoonl 1l
f. Basic O1vfnlc Supoly Accountlng School 1 °

Fe Soeoval Operations

' le - Thrcughout May, 2nd Battalion, 5th. Murlneé rrovided
gscurity. for its as31gned sector of tbe J1V1°10n MSIe

2+ Comrany H, 2nd Battallon, Stn Marines agsumed operatlon-

' al control of 3234 Platoon, Campaly D, ist ‘Battalion, 5th Marines

from 9-16 May 1968.

3. Second Battalion, Fifth Marines assumed operational
control of Company M, 3rd Battaiion, 5th Marines for participation

- in ground opcrations a*alnst snery fornes 11-16 May 1968

e From 9-16 May 19¢%, ?rnd Betbtalion, S5th Marlnes divided
its forces to conduct ground onerawxona egalnSb enemy forces in
the mountalnous terrain 1n the vicinity of 4TB69907.

: S. On 16 Nay 1968, wcapany G, 2»d Battalion, SthAMérines
returned to the operational coatrel of its parent battalione

6, On 17 May 1968, 2nd 3attalfon, Hth Marines shifted its
AO to encampass the A0 v01dcd by the displacement of 3rd Battalion,
Sth Merines. The new AQ extends fron the vicinity of Claymore
Pass, ZD100010, to the south side of Hei Van Pass, AT940878, with
the new ccmmand poat located at Phu Gia Pas;, ”°33999.

Te Company A, 1lst jatuﬂllon, 5th Marlncs assumed” operation-
al control of the 2nd Platoon, Gompany H. “nd Battalion, S5th Marines
from 28~ 29 May 1968,

H. nl‘)ob (‘Orrbauo
ig. Tke 2nd Battalica, 5th Mqur“s continued its part-
Ieipation in Operation HOUSTON with the primary mission of providing

security for the Division MER. Yhe majority of the contact was
'3y platoon or squad sizs ambus h : 3ngaging enemy resupply columns.

Yae Part v (#~,. s
| UNCLASSIFIED

DECLASSIFIED
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l. Battery ¥. ni Betieliosn, 110k Marines and Battery B,
1st BattalionJ 11tk Merines were in dirsct support of 2nd Battalion,
Sth Ma rlnes and surpertcd unit operations in the Battalion AO.~

2. DBattery W, 2nd Battalion, 13ti1 Marines; Battery D, 2nd
batsalion, 1lth Marines; Battery F, 2nd Batialion, llth Marines;
Pa.izry M, Lth Battalion, 11lth Marines; and ths USS North Bay all
rrovidsd fie support for the Battalione

3. Battery E firasd 82 missions expeniing 1010 rounds of
i, 79 rounds of WP, L5 rcunds of illuminatior:. 5 rounds of HC
xicke and 1 round of bee Hive and 18 CORFRAN rounds.
7 - N4e Betlery B fired 1l missions expending 107 rounds of HE,
26 counés of WP and 3 rounds of illumination.

5, Sigrifican’ Fire Support Hvents.

o ‘ 8. Battery E dlsplaceﬂ from Phu Loc Fire Base to the
21ea of ZDC>5918 and provided close ond continucus fire support
for ithe custirn sector of the Battaliom's A0.-

. be Battery B displaced to the ares of AT870997  tn ‘
Drovid. direes suopoyy om vhe conad:dor of the bBattolionts AO,
qu M _j__ k S'(A. OOI’ lz >

cal & ri. A totel of 231 tactical air
supprrs missions were {iow“ ir. st ppcrt of the Battalion con51st1ng
of 3772 SOPthSa

U Tactica

8. Dzep Al
235 TPQ-10 miszions I rom

B, (s _riiwﬁpDEO“lo The 3Battalion requested and
controlled &) mi S€10h~ conslsting of 110 ¢orties. OF these, L
missions 8 novrhies; wer }TGXLHPG by “apaed helicopters and 16

nissiony 3¢ sovvies! er. Wing, OF these missions; 15 were
controlies by TACA/AD (A oorwu) anc b wmissions controlled by
ALQ/PAC (Lrourdai, ’

Thé Battalion re-

pte: Opersiion:,

quested &3 S assaults whizh consisted of 66
A0r *1&3 viers pranned and acecompiished as a part

DECLASSIFIED
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- : de arrisl Obqe wation and VW*LaLxPecennalssance. -The
Battal_dn utilized 15 @6rit. onservabior I .f3ions consisting of
.15 sorties and 7 visual rc“o:ndlssance mi3sions, Both were provided
by Regimental Command aad (oatrol aircrait, ‘ ct

S Ee Fla'ﬂe-Shwpﬂo The- Batta]1on requested and received
2 missims which consisted of 2 sorties.. :

. , 2, Ad@}nistrative ag Logistics Support; 42 administrative
_an(,log:.nlcs suppert M 3sions were flown in support of the Battalior
cnaistivg of 160 -sorties. S o :

2e Resupply. The Battalion utiliized 10 missions (26
Tor resupply; of‘%hosg~ 5 missiona (1l& sorties) were
- by the Reglmenta] C oman and and Conuvrel Aircraft.

: : De Adﬂi lstrative Trocor thuﬂ The Battalion utilizsd
u admlnstratlve troop 13- ts consiscing of. bu sorties.

oa M841031 EV&(‘&thDau The Battalion requested and

received 28 missions (00 sorties) of-which 21 missiors (4O sorties)
wETre p?cvice by Reglmenfa] Gommand and Control aircraft. There
ware 1lh emery

eneYa 23 pri opluy and 29 roytine medical evacuations.

o 1. Ape expanded A0, ths additional distance from the
chimen al LSA g dmpenaent units and tre poor Srafficability of
the M3E cavaed by the heevy engineer roedvork created an incraese
in logigtical problsmas for this Battalione. Many ol the problems
encourntewrad weye Uu*“enuently soZvzd hy suech me:xsures as; re-
loceating sn sngireer's waler poin® closer to the Coamand Post,
GEERE 2 o$§ adéitidonal non-n*gan;v motor transportation, est-
ablishing larger dump: jo% a1l classes of supply at Battalion and
Company Jevel -anud greaver nze of helicopters 1or transportation
of persomel and suppliesmw

. 2. A cstachmer: ol the lst Motor Transportatlon Bettalion,
~COH°L1tTﬂL anr five 6X6 2 4on trucks, were attached to support the
Rpt+ﬂlLOA'5 ;QCPeased }og15+1 11 rbunremertu.

A. £onply.  The Battsiion Quap’y’at Phu Bai was re=-
located “od now occupies 3 Fyd fq,lef~+"p "warehouse, A complete
inventory of glk Class II and

conjunztion with the move. A complete invenscry end reconcilation
08 all combat losszs I'rom Opecziion HUE CITY was caompleted on

S oMawo L0608, A grecter noihicr of the Bettelicn aupply assets have
been displaced to the Forward Camnand Post to assist in the mangage-
mguu_<n4 dl“trlb:n Lon of the lorgsr quantities of supplies now

e "UNCLASSIFIED |

\
EV sudppLy items was conducted in
e

i
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T )
j L7 oy 1998 the attallon .
received 20 nes leasing ths TL2¢A1 2s the

Battalicn's prime cig sort vehicle. Driver main-
tenance c¢lasses were vonductva for all drivers prior to issue.

I

e

ce Mess. In order to provids troops in the field
with the maximum number of hot mcals, two field kitchens have
heen established; one company size located on the summit of Hatl
Van,Pass and the other at the Battalion Cominand Post at Fhu Gia
Pa:v, At least one meal o day is of "a" ration variety., Fresh
:Lmres are drawn from FLC, Dallang, and delivered dally to field

LDW3E85288 ¢
d. Comunications Platoon.

(1)
tos Battalion conduc“°c;anéeprch in .ue meountains in the vicinity
o AT869507,.. The field e~xpsiient RC-292 Antcenna was employed

o Seciicne. As part ol Operation HOUSTON,

during this cperation. o compensate for the high jungle canopy;
comuraications wire snd weighted end: were utiized to throw lines
crer high tree limbs thus enab11ng the AR-68 and one mast section

Lo we puiled to the top. 2y empleying this field expedient, good
uuakua¢c sbrcas with ail vnlvs were meintsained, The Regimental
taoticsr mat wag maintainad by virtue of a secies of re--transmissicn

7y Regimens, o S .
(£) Wire 3S2ciion. Wire construction at the Cao
o, WaSs tori down and the new command post at Phu Gia
Tioe minfswoam of effort and delay, Phones were install-
ror Leng Co Dridge to enable the company commander to commun-—
ol attached 106 reccilless rifies,

P
™
e
O
£u
~

1A e
e Bl
B {2 _Leprter, Taletype nets have been
he dan I waand Post cnd the Phu Gia Command Post
- ourier e been ut ilgzea viien nets have been
PRAACHS KT
/l \

Pepc*r Shop. The Repalr Shop
the Somwmenicn utocn for an embarkation inspection
viglon Temosiilec® “ﬁsp'0ulon. Fil-251s, telephones and
Ao buomed oo Plie-f Por 3rd BEchelon malntenancee

2. J=btelion Ald 3tation,

(13 Significant Events.

(a) Zn .. May 1968, en informal inspection of
nhe 573 facilitiss was made by Captain JONES, the Division Surgeon

3O

e i a T I T T o
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_ WITWEDR, Medical Jidar . ov oo adquarters
Marine Corpc.

. " (b)) I 1O May 1958, a qua*terly Admlnlstrative
uinspectJon was conducted by the Division Surgeonts Office. . The
inspection team headed by JFLR . W. RISER; MU, USH 1nspected

M“dlcal Records and Adm;nlstratlve procedure. P“alnlng and Medical
Supplye

(c) on 16 May 1968, the forward. BAS was moved
from Czc Del to the Phu F:; Pags with tbe Battalion Command Group.

» Hozpatal Corpsmen- accompanied the formard CP to Hai Van Pass
or two days. . . - - .

(2, New Developments.

. , e : {a) The BAS .at Phu Bai has been assigned a
. tnivd o building for sndﬂage of I0Lr anq_ﬁu¢k upp¢y.

(h) "The Regimental surgeon has opened a ward
321 to serve the 5ih Marines,  With this ward availaple the
] :a d.ir the BaS hes . basn conneftrd to guarters for Hespital

{2} A4verage number of patients seen deilyaees35
. Fumber oY military patients seen this month.7hl
L = . Wurber of referrals to outpatient clinies..65

]‘v“ialfrheagoteaenoecnuynn;ur-tao
UJ?L:Enc'\.‘)eﬂ.;lu-.o..QvOEOOGts;\lé
P%rmabit:i.s;»-ﬁ--ooo-aa-ooc:-’sleo
Shomacn C1s0rderSenseneeecol0
Vienal DisordersS.ecsssces- .25
L;:\f I.".lf’:‘.f.",tions.o ecce0sv e alS

T
.'.‘-JOsua,o-u:a-na---o-e--olnonou.

U 7Y Permewolcgy campliaints continue to be the
weat toatiieand. :

During this LT orting period, the S=5

A

cectior S effort on initating projects of self help
for the Yistmamese vecniza

a. Sand bags und luaber were donated to the people of
Loan Ly, aAWSE20TE ¢ the purposs of building dsfensive sheltors,

. i | EY N R
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Also, 1,500 pounds o5 cement was givern %o - v111age o enable
them to build a welil.

b. Two-hurdred pounds of foot was givsa to the needy re-
sottled families and the Cathcliic orpheanage located in the village
or Lang Co, AT884964. The hospital et Lang Co received two stretch=-
2rg Trom the Battalion to be used as operating tables.

Co A highly successful msd-cap was held at the village of
favy Co during which 110 people wera treaied.

. d. Visits have been made to all the village and hamlet
ctiefs in tke Battalion®s &0, The purpose of the visits was to
cee wnat grievances and problems the 8-5 section could render
argiztance ina

e During this reporting psriod many incidents occurred
g an investigation. In some cases a sclatium payment was
sr a thorough invesiigation of the reported incident.

1]
L

THEME o

VEVQfFG - These¢ Planes Will Destroy You
Rally Instructions
¥You are Pecelved vy your Leaders
Defect o Di-
The War may last 0 Years
>Are You 3Sick or Wounded

Civiciaous VA 50¢dl€?o look down on You

=-12=

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

) - T

> b

o 2nd Bn, Sth Marines

From:
To:

Cao Dol, RVN
0912008 May 1968

Comuanding Officer
Companies E and H

FRAG ORDER 12~68 » 7
1. SITUATION

Be

A reinforoing enemy unit of unknoun size ls presently
engeaging Co M, 3/5, vicinity AT868907. _

b. Second Battalion, Fifth Marines Conmand Oroup and Co E

(R‘m)o
(1) Co ¥ attachsd when scocumand and control can be effected,
(2) Co E attach HST, engineers and lat Plat, Co H.

2. MIsSS8ION

Consititutes a reactiaon forace o jJoin fordes with Co ¥, 3/5
and continua the attack to deatroy shemy personnel, positions
and naterials.

3. EXBCUTION

s

be

Qe

de

Segsond Battalion, Fifth Marines and Co E {Raln) move to
mm the attack vicinity AT868907 via bhelolift on Q91400H
-

Seeond Battalhon, Sth Marines Coamsand Croup moves as directed
by hellsopter lasding plan to LZ and direect attack to link

up with Co ¥, 3/5, assume control of Co M when gommand and
control is effected.

Co E move as directed by hellgoptar ldading plan to LZ and
o order camasnce attack $0 effect link up W th Co M.

Loading Plag.

l. Loading Site -« Phu Loo Fire Beas, ZC078988

2. Loading Flan -~ Co E, followsd by Cormand Group, followed
by lst PFlas, Co H.

i: 1Z - AT853950
TOD -~ 091LO00E May 1968

o . SO — s e T
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4. ADMINISTRATIVE AND LOGISTICS

s. Pask rations for 3 days.

b. Resupply by helicopter.

¢« Casualty svacusticn by helicopter.
5. COMMAND AND COMMUKICATIONS-ELECTRONICS

&. Co ¥, 3/5, eall sign is Seaside Mike. Will ¢omse up on
Sattalion TAC when command aend ccntrol is effected by

the commanders
b. Normel
Ee Co CHEATHAM JR.
Lisutenant Cclocel, U. 8. Marine Corpa
Coammanding
OFFICIAL: o
E. G. DYER

g‘g“, Ue So Herine Corpl
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901000H

012 00H
(DTG) FROM 0

"'; DTG

oys6
Q717

o633

0918

1100

1105

.0DOD .- -

.1013“mm”
hwiojiuh

i
!

t
H

i
H
i

i

- SER NO.

i

;wmé

1

] H

i
e e s

1
e

ORG

INCIDENTS

. .New. Jornal.Ypened
6 Hr. Sit. Rep. Bent

.,....‘ — A ——e-

All nlght acti‘utles secured

Road S ;J;;E)h be g 1ns T

Road sweep 1n 'I'AOR completed

S, - .t st e ]

) All nlght act1v1t1es secured

" F3C at CKPT# 1 (ZC157997)

"F3A at Z€158999, F3B at ZC154995

iiig?m

lliéé.m“m“

1300

1645

1700

Lol o] N e vl wl e

(]
=

e ,,__F_,
i

1225

F3B at 2C143000

17 P3A at 20165981 -
| TUFsB et zoisyooz )
7776 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent

F3B at 2C146993
Ry aﬁhiﬁi9odou R

ol B (o) ab 20103/95?

Planned Ops. Summary sent

6 Hr, Sit. Fep. sent

1939
2047
2108
A

Co. E (=) st ZC109949

Allnight act1v1t1y ' .swet in

All night act1v1t1es set in

6 Hr‘ Slt. Rep)“usent o e o

B T e

PAGE MO, L
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2nd Battalion, Sth lifffpes
JOURNAL

5-3

Date ZMa&' ‘5

(DTG) FROM 020001 HTO

022uObH

® ..

P
!

SER WO0. ., ORG

- INCIDENTS

; 00"01* o - — P e 1 e e it e e e s
! {8 -3 New Journal opened
0125 S=3 Phu Bal recelving 82mm mortaf"fire o

0837
0712

All night act1v1tiés secured

SNPIPTRFURPURIP SRR

All night act:.v:.t:.es secured

0720 | Eng | Road sweep begsn
o325 6 | sng | Road oweep in TAR camploted |
0858 “;_“1“m§% | F30 at ZCL47993
o5 B | P | F3bat 20154965
to0 9 | P F3at 20037987 et

. _11Q5§\ 11 83 6 dr. Slt. Bep. sent -

13411

AwluOO

1015,

1200

F3B at 20158980 o

POSlt report F3A F3B and F3CP at ZClL6993,

F3C at zn1u2007, E1 at zclou975, “and

H3 at 20163996.

. 1h .

e TR —

EZTE

F Fz¢ ﬂf Z¥ F2C at 2D159021

F2C at znl5u021

”}ﬁggiw»_ 15 E i Co. E ( ) and E2 join up at ZC9Su106

B £

L

s-3 |

6 Hr. Slt. Rep. sent

. 2mo. 17| F All nlcht acthltles—S;;Miﬁ“»wwmwwwmw'h
2247 18] 8-3 6 Hr. Slto Rep. sent S
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Date: 3 May 1968 _
~ 030001H to 032400H
1 e o : .
ggﬁiﬁi DTG UNIT - IWFPORMAT ION
2} - | 2011 P : All Co. F activities set in
22 2205 - 8=3 Planned Ops. sumnery 1
23 2300 - S=3 - 6 Hogr Situation Report. campleted ]g
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e SER YO, oRG INCIDENTS
RIS : Amﬁﬂiﬁﬁﬁﬁfﬂf*ﬂknunﬂmmmﬁ :f
0001 1 ‘S=3 - New Journal Upened
oLl 7 "2 S=3° ‘6 Hr, Sit. Rep. sent
0635 3 P A1l night actiVitieéAsécured
Q710 /i Eng Road sweep starting
0837 3 S«3 | ROK inspection team at ZDGlBOlé‘
#* %* - from 0900 'to.' 1200 - ‘
0852 6 Eng Road sweep in TAOR'complet'ed
1037 7 F "F1B at ZD15L4013 ' '
- 1055 8 s-3, 6 Hr, Sit, Rep. sent
1055" 9:- B Co. E'at 2C117957
11107 10 P P24 at znluldlo
if135  11 = FIB at 2D158019
152 | 12 F F1B at ZD161010
. w200 | 13 | E Co. E at 20161010
1311 1 F "F2A at ZDIGI0I1
1349 15 F  F2B at 2D156006
I 1es | 16| F .- | Fi& at 25137022 ,
'_1512 \ 17 B Co. B repor"ts‘z. 3 VC/NVA;‘I.U.A E%u%s
1532 18 . -1 E - Coe E at ZCII5J50
1200 19 S-3 b Hr. Sif. Rep. sent
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. 2nd Battalion, ‘Sth Marines
pate: U May 1968
~ 040001H to Ol2l00K:
yournal | prg ONIT -  IHFORMATION
'19_ 1,15 Se3 Posit ‘report: F2A in CP at ‘ZD138023
| * - # | and F3B at 20158995
20 | 1515-” . E | co. E back at Fhu Loc
2l 1550 F F3B back in CP (zn138023)
" ~_@7.. B . Hmmm_&% zcoe.s%z _
23 B 1645 S«3 6 Hour Situation Report completed ‘
| 2L - 170 H Co. H at Co. E's posit (20075985)
PS 1 B “182‘6 H 'HCP and §# H3 at Cao Dot
?b 2020 F All Coe F night agtivities set in
?7 2300 S=3 ‘Planned Ops. summary and 6 Hour o
r # - Situation report completed :
|
!
|
—
|
. |
—

W
8
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2nd Battalion, 5th Marines S-3- | mte_ L May 1966
JOURNHL' . (DIG) From O4OOOLH .7y OL2LOOH .
DTG § }?ir | org - |- INCIDNT&TS
1 %. OOOI :3;3. New Journal Opehed |
2 | 0120 B Searching for trail |
3 E‘OQOS} H Moving out along raod at Phu Lo¢ . %
4 0555 | 8-3 | 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
5 0710 Engr Road sweeps north and.south departing {
6 0755 | E Back at ZCO67971 | o ?
7 - 0834 Eﬁgr Road sweeps in TAOR completed ,/f// | ;
- {8 i o840 | F All night activities secured _,.../_""/
o 0851 |H . | at 20067960 | : /
10 1010 | H At objective at ZC068967 /
11 i 1049 |S-3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent ,»-"'J
12 ; 1100 i58=3 Posit. report Co B at 20068962 and F3A at ZD158022
13 1216 {s-3 Posit Report: Co E and H at Obj at ZC068967, F3A
L at ZD173026
1L 1234 |F | F3A at 2D185021
15 1305 |F F3B leaving CP (ZD138023)
16 11325 |$-3 | Posit report: Co E and H no cha.nge, F3A at zma?on
17 1353 IF F3B at ZC167997 .
§18 1355 S-3 i Co E ordered to return to Phu Loc .
’ ‘:’
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yournal | bre ONIT  LHPORMAT TON
1 | oool 5-3 | New Journal Opered
| 2 0500 SQém 6‘ﬁour'Sitﬁa£ion feport
] 3 0648 H A11 Co. H night‘dctiﬁiﬁi;S's.cured
Ty 0710 F A11 Co, F night activities secured
3 0720 "Eng, | Road Sweep sberted A |
‘~“6 0849 Eng. | Road sweop in TAOR completed E
" q 1022 F FI& at ZCL998 _ j
-8 1100 S=3 6 Hour Situation Report completed
9 1101 TF | F1A at zc138988
"no_ 1128 F 'FWL.dm.ZGI3699mQ }
11 1150 F Elﬁ't§ ZGﬂszQQBgI o '?
I2 | 1207 F FIA at ZD162006, in CP T,
I3 | 1330 F F2C at 26146996
Ily 1349 F P1B at znm3m013§l
715 w2 | F P2 at ZD16000L !
6 1501 BN at ZD1S00ZS | ‘
17 ‘1650 ; ;'Wlé-a T ﬁ;Hour Situation Beport‘
18 | 1955 | B ALl Cos E night activities set ig
19 2045 K3 '°ﬁfCo;'F‘5pott.d 3OVC-#t”ZD168006
20 | 2256 “F ’"Ali'66J'F'ﬁiéht;aéﬁivitibssot in
21 2300 S;3l "6_Hour"aitudtion.fopprt»compi;ted
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2nd .Battalion, 5th Marines $-3 - Date 6 May 1968
JOURIAL ‘ | .. (DMm) From O60001H .7, 062L00H
Sor | .
DIG } No. Org | INCIDNTATS ?
f _
1 { 0001 8=3 New Journal Opened
2 457 5-3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
3 ; 0600§ Engr Road sweeps north and south departed
i | 0713 F All night activities secured
S 0730| Engr Road sweeps in TAOR completed . i
6 1100 | 5-3 6 Hr Sit ‘Rep sent _ /:
7 1102 | F F3B at CP (ZD152010) 7 !
8 1320 | F F3B at ZDL159019 | o
o 1337 | F F3C departing CP (ZD152010) _/
10 | 1352 |F F3B back in CP (2D152010) j/
11 , 27 | P F3C at 2D1)3029 :
12 | 1o ! F F3C at ZD135019
13 . 1647 18-3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
ik 2052 | F 411 night activities set in
15 2121 |H All night activities sét in
16 2150 8-3 Planned Ops sent
17 2240 |S-3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
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2nd Battalion, Sth Marines
Date: 7 May 1968
070001H to 072400H
gournal oo | uwrr " INFORMATION
T ‘o001 | S=3 | New Journal Opened
2 v0h55- SI-‘>3 e Hour situation report completed_-‘
3 - leésn‘ Eng i Road sweep began
L 0846 | Eng | Road sweep in TAOR comploted
5 | 0847 | E | H& back in CP (zDOS4O02Y)
& | 090 | F FIA leaving CP (ZD1L|.9010)
7 | o930 | F 'FIA at ZC157996 ;o
8 | 0952 F F1A at 2164999 |
9 1 1055 S’-‘3.' 6 Hoﬁr situation report completed :
10 | 119| F 'FIB at ZD169012
1L | 1156 | F FIB at ZD18202)
12| 1322 F F1B at ZDI56021
13| 1359 | F F1B at CP (ZD1}9010)
U | wso| F | FIC at 20144985
15| 1520 | F  F1C at ZD140002 o
6 1606 | F :” ' 411 déy“acfivitieS'secured 4
‘ if‘v 4-1656'f”543” . 6 ] Hour 81tuat10n report campleted
‘18auh lShS | élis ~"RockCrusher receiving mortar fire é
19 | ‘1936'%'81'5‘ “ 'RockCrusher receiving mortar fire ' |
20| 2011| F | an night activities set in |
~ - 21 o 2200 SQ-3 W”HPlanned Ops. summary sent in {
22 2286 8=3 6 Hour situati_on report completed iL
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’2‘ 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines $-3 | mte__ 0 May 1%5 :
JOURIAL | - < (D) From 0B0001H .7, 082L00H
DIG § Sﬁr . O>rg INCIDNTATS
1 0001 {5-3 | New Journal Opened
2 | 0&55-33-3 %h6 Hf Siﬁiﬁep sent
3 | 0610 |E | A1l night activities secured
N 0618 [F | al1 ’Nigﬁt“afc*ﬁi*v'i‘t{e"s secured
5 06u3~ H o All nlght act1v1t1es secured
6. '0‘706. Engr Rosd sweeps north and south departed .
7 0805 {H= | H2B at zneegoaa | T
18 0810 Engr” Road sweeps in TAOR cqmpleted ,
® - 0837 |H | H2B at ¥YD98502Y 4 /
10 ! 0910 |H | H2B at ¥YD990030 | I
11 {0915 (P | Fea departlng cP (2zD151011) s
12 {1057 lm H2B at ZD010031 o
13 1058 1s-3 | 6 Hp Sit Rep sent
1l 1120 |F | F2A at 20168985
15 1203 |[F | Fa2c at op (ZDlSlOll)
16 1286 |F | FeA. at ZC158989 )
17 11403 |F F2C at ZC1L45996
18 1423 7 F2C at ZDIB002
9 1655 |8-3 1e; Hi- Sit Rep sent .
26 “ 2023 ,F o { All nlght act1v1tles set in \
2} | é2OO is-3‘ Planned Ops sent
Q 22 2257 S-j' | i 6 Hr Sit Rep sent \\
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KRR KRR Tt
1 0001 5-3 "New Journal Opened o
2 0500 3-3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
3 065l F All night activities secured j
ly 0655 E= All Night activities secured
- 5. 0710 Engr Road sweeps north ana south departed
6 0830 | Engr Road sweeps in TAOR completed |
® 7 ~ 1100 s-3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
8 1125 s-3 BnCP put on 30 minute alert
9 1300‘ 5-3 Command Group leaves gor Phu Loc and
 \‘\ | CP in tunnel becomes X=Ray
16 1556" §=3 Co Dts 3rd Plat, 1/5,‘placed under
- ' : operational control of Co H
11 1656 3-3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
] ‘fiéu Aﬂi950‘h H H2 under small arms fire
13- 2005 F F2C at ZC158980 observes VC &t 20165998
1 2021 F Co F(-) sets in blocking posit at ZD
y - - 165000
15 2155 | _S-j* Planned Ops sent ~
\éb:w’ -‘2225 F Swept are= negat;ve‘resuits"// —
‘ 17 2245 'S=3 6 Hr Sit Rep sent g
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9 . | 0916 F F3C at znluoooo o |
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1 0600 S-3' C.G. prepares to resume climb i
2 0626 5-3 CO of Co E arrives at AT852932 E
3 0811 S=3 Med®evac completed %
N 08L7 $-3 C.G. moves out from above position
5 1200 S-3 C.G. and units continuing up Hill 1100
’ in southerly direction | :
6 1530 | s-3 C.G. and units continuing up Hill 1300
in the vicinity of AT852915
7 | 1920 ! s-3 _ C.G. and units set in ﬂighf, defenses.

on Hill 1100 at AT840916
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_ﬁg 1000 F [F2 detonates explosive device at Zfoif_
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10. 22@7. s-3-

6 Hr Sit Rep sent
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A9 }799A _5-3 e Hr- Slt- “epo sent ””
T | 215 | F | AL mignt activitibs set in
12 21%7-y 8-3 A Plaﬁned Ops. Summary sent '
‘13$» ‘224} ‘ S=3 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent |
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S-3 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines

PHU*BAT  VIETNAM

. From {Date & Time to)

“May 2L000LE to 2L2LO0H

e SER X0 .. . ORG | . INCIDENTS
FETTTISER IS IS LT TASANE Mjﬁf} Mﬂﬂﬂﬂmmﬂ
0001 | 1 S$=3 New Journal opened i
0L50 2 S-3 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent
0940 3 Eng ‘ Road sweep in TACR completed
1100 L S=3 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent
N 13%1 5 | H H2A has reached Route #1 - o
1655 6 . S=3 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent
. 2048 'Z ' H All night activities set in
2225 8 5«3 Planned Yps. Summary sent |
2245 9 . S=3 6 Hr. Sit. Rep. sent
i
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.2nd Battalion, 5th N.‘Aes S-3 Date 25 3 ‘g

JOURNAL (DTG) FROM 7o 2524O00H

P
. DTG SER NO. . ORG IHCIDENTS

P - I

| HOOOIWNM_M i
Looooyoo . 2.
0655. . . ....3

. .083.?;_ L

_8=3 ) New Jop;rnal Opened

| S-—3 6 Hr. Slt. Rep. sent

H_ . H3B at 20193987

1 e et sttt v et et A e o it b b et s+ o

SPDDRIRS—

B H1B following trall in hill north

. ___of Phu Gia Pass

0925
1100, ¢

g:ng Road sweep in TAOR completed

§-3 6 Hr. Sit. ;ep. sent

1230 _ ' m | Hoo at AUB22029
131(3 H__ | H2C at AUB09021

e s o i it e b ._4’.“‘»

§\o @ =l

....,@‘....w.,..._.’!._.”.,-, S A

,16L|.Q s5-3 6 Hr, Sit. Rep. sent

1750 ;L,o | HIC departing CP

Planned Bps. Sunmary sent

H
@ a0 2 53
. 2250 . @ S

SN D

_ 6 Hr. Sit. Hap. sent

® ¢ PAGE §O. =

e 1 i araPass A e 1 e L BT a1 v iy

DECLASSIFIED



2nd Battalion, 5th M.qe.S-B

JOURNAL

DECLASSIFIED

Date 26 ‘ ‘8
(DTG) FROM260001H T0262L 00K -

".é DTG

o o oo

10

o

12

13

S

SER NO.

ORG

ImCIDhNTS

New Journal Opened

6 Hr Slt Rep Sent

Sth harlnes 1nformed COG that 1/5 and

Phu -

S

Bal is belng mortared

H]._A,

Relleved of dutles hy Cpl Poole

reports negatlve contact

Hac at Ck Pt #1

H3 found p0351b1e 60mm mortar tube

§ 6 Hr blt Rep sent

é HlC sees flres

o o S i s S— e et

HlA left AT832999 for outpost

e ettt i+ RSO, i . ot et ot et e o4

S o e R e o o

Relleved of dutles by Cpl Poole

H3 rece1v1ng small arms fire

6 Hr Slt Rep Sent

Journal Closed

i ‘1 ]

i :

H i

: i

H : i

i [ - [N RPT WL - - -

M H ¥ - SO L-
H i

N e — U - — e .

‘ et e a1 e i i A £ 1 e AT o o
5

; '

; + e st 111 ) - - . e om0

: - - i o e ot e e e e -
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‘2nd Battalion, 5th i) -3

~ JOURNAL

Date 27 May“"

FROM 270001H TO & 2L/00H

(DTG)

. ' DTG~ SER NO. |
! _

L0001 1.
e

P ogoo

Iu CIDENTS

_New Journal Opened

Assumed Watch J. D. STOVALL, Cpl

:

2 I
oek3 b
0930 5
1000 6

6 Hr Slt Rep‘sent

~_All night activities sent

~Road sweeps in TAOR completed

H1B picked up and returned to p031tlon

1030 .
1100

Rece1v1ed flre from Sampan

e o i s w1 o

e e e 47 5

6 Hr Sit Rep sent

©1p00 . 10 i H O
410 0 11 8-3 .

H2B at Ck Pt # 1

HZB . at Ck Pt # 2

e oo ot e e vy

Assumed Watch L. A. POOLE Cpl

o oot

us X2 i B H2B inside friendly lines
1700 © 13 S-3 | 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
2241 . Ay | 8-3 | 6 Hr Sit Rep semt
i 2300 | 1% S-3 | Planned Ops sent
; ‘ f e T
L B
g RSN S R S

DECLASSIFIED



7DECEJMSSIFIED

2nd Battalion, Sth Maz‘e’-g " Date

JOURNAL (DTG) FROM TO

; DTG SER NO. ; ORG “ IRCIDENTS
0oL 1 | S New journal Opened
g0 2 | 83 | 6Eesit Rep sent
0932 3 _+Wl§ng“__%oa:i”swe»<;?: c;)—x—n‘pletedm o ..w.,.,‘..,-,h_;,.._..m_:iJ
1040 4 | 8-3 6 HrsSit fep sent
1051 5 ;ﬂMH i HIC at AUB2,021 T
1123 6 E__rH | HIC at Aﬁ&éBéga_ o
a0 7 L ® | moasaveoro8 |
1645 . 8 § S-3 VEW‘We E;“Slt Rep sent
2200 | 9 | s=3 | ‘Plemned Ops Swmary sent in
; 2300 | 10 5-3 6 Hr é;;”ﬁgbdééht N
.' g e PR 4
® b M )
| |
1 e
SR o |
. f PAGE NO._1
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2nd Bettalion, 5th Max"-}' " Date

' JOURNAL

(DTG) FROM S-OUUH

| DTG

{

| 0630

o132
0915

$ 1100

1700

1941

oooL
ohs 2

SER N0« . ORG INCIDEETS

F f All night act1V1ties secured

5 S-3 ; Road sweep in A0 completed

. ”;“ - é Sm=3 i New Journal Opened
| 83 é 6 ﬂr Slt Rep sent
G % All nlght act1v1tles secured

o i e e et e o

S=3 % 6 Hr Sit Rep sent

2
3
_m%%wm. ﬂme R A
5
6
7

| H2A | CP listening Post set in and secure

. 8
f 2145 g 9 -3 é Planned Ops. Summary sent )
2248 10 s 6 Hr Sit Rep sent
@ ] e o )
‘( % - - ‘.‘g- e s OB S 4 o ki e 404 e Lowe i TR e o e e e - o~ g
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erad het wlres
1gi Heoiia . nj
FPO San Fraviriscou, | a11¢ rria 96b0°

B/KAD/jds
3480 :
3 June 1968

Feom:  Commending Officer - -
o Commending Officer,. Eth Marlnns

Gubjs Combtat Operations After Action Report, Opsration HOUSTON

Ref: (1) Maps: Vietnam 1:50,000 AtS Series L701l Sheets 6541 I,
1%, IIL and IV; Sheets 6641 Tll and IV

Ipy - let MarDiv Op0O” 301-68
.ic),ﬂ,um lisrines Op0 201-68.
v4)  Rth Marines AdminO 301.-68
te)  Sth

) Mc1¢nes rrag Orders to OpO 301-68
“ r f\() Overl: ’"}I %‘l | '
. 2

2 Crariay #2

o P

Lo Ledr Mews: COperation HOUSTON

.x.\..\)( 11" EO _)12.,4.00"1 I’lay 1968

rhu-yo~ DlStPlCt Thua Thien Prov1nce, Republlc of

tho _gggtggl and Comnand Headquarters:

énd 3n (Rein), 5th Marines LtCol Ea. Ce CHEATHAM JR.
ca E, 2/5 010COLH-101200H Mavé68 Capt J. J. NORTON
SR b 10122GH-181200H May68 2ndLt P, R. McCONNELL
o - ‘lU1PfC =312 00H Mey68 Capt J. J. NORTON
. Co @, 2/5 01C0G1H~0712001 #ays8 . Capt M. P. DOWNS
_ 071(00h~ L2LLO0H Nava 1stLt C. We. FULFORD
Co Gy &/5 CLGOGAY-3 1¢400h Mayb¥ 1stL% D. A, DOVE
. Co H, 2/5 -.010CC1HE= );?hCOF Mayb8 Capt G. D. HENDRICKSON
- . Co M, 3/% 11iL00H-16002CH Mayb8 Uayt F. D. PACENNO
- HES Co, 2/5 010CO1H-06120CH May68 - lctlt A. A. DORNRACH
: - 061200H-31200H May68s lstlt T. Do MARTIN
. ‘: - . »‘: ) ‘ .. : N -.1— . . M ‘ - .
L - URGLASSIFIER
_ ‘ ' S

~AD C
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5« Task Organizaiiou:

2nd Bn, 5th Marines

"H&S Co

Co E

Co F

Co G

Co H

Dety, H3T, lst Shore Party Bn
Det, 2nd PLat, Co B, 1st Engr Bn

. Suppcrting Arms s

Pradhes

Aa )1?@ IMT?tn

Dizect support for the Battallon during Operation
pnm‘Ldul by Batlicry E, 2nd Battalion, llth Marines
2, 15* Bettalion, 1lth Merines,.

e ]
aousT

itional fixe suppovt for the operation was received

r:d Dattalion, 13th Marines;- Battery D, 2nd

Arines; Battery F, Znd pattali on, 11th Marines; .
ctalion, 1Ltk Harines; and the U3S Horth Bay.

1t Fire Support Events.

{ ¥Men the Dattalion's AC was expanded to the east,
o, st BEattalion, 1lth Marines displaced to ATB870997 to
ctess and cortinuous fire support for the operation.

Atro Battery B, 2nd Battellon. 11th Marines
senblnisd Do pUTh‘*h direct aupport for the western sector of the

.
be Alr Suppurt.

N e

l

(1 Opsrations in the jungle canopy re-emphasized the
VA N R - The extrene limit+ of visibility
chors G ox iy Lnas tharn 20 meters meking the control

(2} the nead low a srwerede FY frequency for the Battalion
and Compga B8 20 operans separane from the Hegimontal TACP Local
with its high stransiens 2irceaft traffilic was again demonstrateds,
Radio communlcat10L~ i tho Hmagls canopy is extremely uhreliable
when using RC-2921's and when strong airborie blgnals are~pre'

jsSEes, ©@

E -l 2
. ¥
.,' R | Ry
. .
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. -7 Intelligence:

 Be Enemy units in the AO during I'ny a3 carried by S-2, 5th
KMarlnes and G-2, Task Force A-Ray inciuded the Lth NVA Regimental
;_Peadquarters, the KijB Battalion and othar unidentified units. Their
primary mission was to interdict Highway #1 and to haress frlendly
novement and installationse.

b. Two Chieu Hoi reports received . along with several ARVN
. agent sources revealed the location. of the K5 Battalion to be at

- Z6147937.. ‘Between 6 apd 1l May the enemy . (probable units of the
ljth NVA Regiment) initiated mortar and RPG attacks on the Phu Loc
- Fire Base and Phu Loc District Headquarters., On- 18 May, CI report-
ed the location of the K6 and K9 Battalions at AUB0Q4. Towards
the end of liay there was a noted increase in the number of home
. made box type mine incidents to the west of Phu Gia Pass. Company
Gﬁsp051t10n along Highway #1 in Hai Van Pass, bore witness to. in--
creased overt milltary tactics used by the enemy. Chinese Communist
claymore mines detonatéd from the banks of the road, harassment '
from small arms. fire, and surprise explosive devices positioned
along the enemy'!s routes of egress were indicitive of these tactics.
In Company F's area of operations, much of the enemy'!'s activitics
centered around the.rice harvest -and. hls attempts to collect and’
transport rlce to his base areas .

ce The v1llagers of Lang Co (H)- havq pvov1ded 1nformatlon
which has led Marines to the disccvery of several surprise ex-
~plosive devices, and of particular importance, a downeéd U. S. Army
helicopter belleved to have bsen 1ost during the enemy's 1unar
yoffen51ve. o

" d.  Prom 9-16 May the Battallon condu~-pd ceerations in the
vicinity of AT8790, aT8789, AT8889 and ATS368. & search of the
enemy base area by Companies E and M revealed 5 mess halls and 35
billeting facilities, The medical facilitiss found included two
dispensaries and two wards capable of accomecdating 80 persons. In
gddition large quantities of food, munitions. and documents were -
uncoverede. All documents and weapons were forwarded to Regimental
S~-2s All dwellings, munitions. and quentities of food were destroy-
ed. Consistent URS reports reveaisd that enecmy units cubsequently
returned to the above area upon the departure of iyriendly units..

e« The terrain in the AO offers the enemy excellent cover

".~and concealment due to the thick secondary undergrowth and tall

© .canop¥y. - Avenues of approach are usually limited to well used trails
or wood cutter's paths; otherwise, the rate of march is greatly
reduced. The weather fdr May was geénerally hot and humid, with
occaslional afternocn thunder showsrs and nightly winds of 5-10

_knots -prevailed; from the east and southeast.

|

URlL
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8. Mission: Provice securily for the i Ly protecting Route #1
and supporting bridgss, culvsyiz and ri--0s3 support and protect
friendly installations, units. conveys, voad repair parties and

conduct offensive operations to destroy enemy forces, matferials,

-positions and to deny the enemy access to the rice harvest of the

lccal populaces

9. Concept of Operatlon

a., Until 17 HMay, the Command Post of 2nd Battalion, Sth -Marines
was located at Cao Doi tunnel (ZD0O54026), The Battalion's primary
misgion was to protect the ¥SR and had a secondary mission of
conducting rice denial operations. These missions were accomplish-
ed by combat patrols and aggressive smdall unit ambushes. The
Companies were strategically located in the Battalion AO to afford
maximum utilization of forces in defense of key terrain features.
Companies were Jlocated as follows: Company E at Phu Loc Fire Base,
Company I' at Nueoc Ngot Bridge and Compeny i at Cao Doni tunnel and
the MCB Roeck Crusher. Company G was under the operational control
of 7th Marines durlng the first half of the’ month. See Enclosure

(1)

ba (n 17 Hay 2nd Battalibn, 5th Marihes assumed coritrol of .

a new Battalion AO (See Enclosure (2)). The relief in place of
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines had Company H assuming the A0 of Company

-1 in the Thua Luu Bridge area, Company B agsuming the A0 of Company

K at the Lang Co Bridge, Company G, returned on 15 May to operation-
al control of 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, assuming the AO of the

3rd Battaliont's Command Post area in Hai Van Pass and Company F
remaining in place. The Battalion Command Post was located atop

Phu Gia Pass. With the mission of protecting the MSR, key bridges
-and culverts the Battalion employed aggressive wmall unit combat
patrols, OPt's and ambushes. : :

10. Execution:

On 1 iMay, Company E began a Search and Clear operation of

. l} days duration to the noutheast of Phu Loc Fire Base (vicinity

ZCO7598®) as part of Opevation F07BTON. The Ccompany operation
rasulted in 8 WVA/VC K.&{(CCNE} ar: the capture c¢f weapons and equip-

ment as well as the destruciicn of an enemy base camp.

At 031235H, a squad amrusn from Company B, at ZC117953, observed
1 KVA moving to the northwest, The squad fired 20 rounds each of
smzll arms and sutomatic weapons fire. Hesults: 1 NVA KIA(CONF)
and the capture cf 1 4K-N7, 3 ChiCom grenade, 3 full magazines (AK~

L7 1 1 madical kit, 1 poachs, 1 cariridge belt, 1 qééséége—pquchf‘“"i

3 a pail »f dlese
and a p ? cvfg es %LN®&A§SMH

wljom
el
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At O31510h9,’ squad erizea from Gomp.ay E. at ZC115957, observed
-15 enemy in the vicinity of 701U . +he squad fired 200 rounds
small arms fire and calleu 20 dltLl-u?J mission on the enemy '
position. The enemy fled o the north while returning small arms
fire and grenades. The squad physically pursued the enemy until
. contact was broken. Resultz: 6 USMC WIA(EVAC) and 3 WVA KIA(CONF).
At. 031540H, while in pursuit, the squad found a platoon base’ camp
at Z0113959. A search of the area disclosed several bodies and a
B~40 Rocket Launcher. Results: 1 USMC KIA, 1 USMC WIA(EVAC), 7
NVA/V¥C FIA(COFF) ‘and the capture of a B-uO Rocket Launcher,

At CbOpZSHn a sguad from Company -H actlng as securlty for
srtillery at. 2D01602k, received 40 rounds of 82mm mortar fire from
the vicinity of ZD009006 and ZD012006. Counter-mortar fire of 90
rounds L.2" and 100 rounds 8lmm morters was called, and a patrol
was senp to search the area. Results: 1 USMC WIA(EVAC).

At C71900H, u squad from Company H, in a defensive position
at ZDC1602L, received L5-50 rounds of 82rm meriar fire, Counter-
movter fire consisting of 95 rounds 8lmm mortar HE and 75 rounds
lx,mm artiliery HE was returned on two suspected ehemy sites at
ZD005013 and ZDOluOIZ. At dawn, a search of the areas produced
negative reaults, .

0n 9 May 1€ 08 2nd Battxlfon, Sth Marines hegan a 7 day Search
and. Fﬁeaﬂ operatlon, in relief of Company ¥, 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marinss. ' The 3attalion Cosmmend Group with Company E moved through
dense canory for 3 days tc reach Company ¥ at AT869907. At 111400
Company MM was placed under. the operational control of 2nd Battalion,
S5th Marines., At 121215H, the lst Platoon of Company E was placed
under the operational control of Company ¥ snd for the next three
days all units ssearched ths vicinity cof £4%7¢99C7, destroying enemy
sheltors snd capturing larse quantities of zrms, armuniticn and
suppliea. After a two day walk out cf the hills, Company M was
returned to the opefationaL ¢nontrol of itz parert unit at 160820H.
At the same time lst Platoon of Company E returned to the operatlon-
al control of its parert unit. To strengthen Battalion forces in -
.-the AQ, at the start o fhe operation, the 3rd Platoon of Canpany
D, 1s% Bettalior, 5th Tavrines was placed under the operational
contzol of 2nd Baital'lgs Cth Mazines until 1.607230H whenlthe
Cammara group with Company 3 ﬁnt."ned,

At 0970C 0, a platoou zmknsh Trom Compsny F, at 20156995, ob-
servsd 40"-1)0 VYC moving south 4t 2C0165998.  The platoon manuevered
to the sovuth to set up a blocking position,; while calling in ar-
tillery and 8imm mortar firs on enemy routes of egress to the north.

Alter setiing in an ambusn st Z8iH099€, 3 VC were observed at
ZC1GH9EN and flred[at;, Retuown fire was received from a force of
_arproximately 15 VO. With the 2id of illumination, a sear_g,cf

T UN@M@LST?Z

aw'*ﬁ‘“é&;("'*' o
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the area was conduc®ed. Peiolts: 3 iVe- 2 KIA(COSF) and the
capture of 1 M-1 Cardins aud wiscellon~: s equipment and rice bags.

At 101025H, a Company I platoon patrol wus searching an area
of the previous night's conoacb in the vicinity of ZC175996. A
Vietnamese male came down a nill waving a white flag. After in-
werrogation it was determined the man was a VC w1sh1ng to become
a2 "Chieu Hoi%., . Results: 1 "Chieu Hoi",

'
"CJ
bt

During the morning of 1l lay, on two occassions Battery E,
2nd Battation, 1llth Marines and a Company H security platoon,
lecated al ZC07998l, received &0mm mortar fire. At 110130H, 15
vounds wers recelved and at 110255H, another 22 rounds wers re-
~sived. Battery E fired direct and indirasct ccunter-mortar fire
on the fnTlowinc suapected enemy sitesg 2093998, 2C084982, 4C
033975, 700 976 ZG090977s ZD108006, ZCO9M98 26083997, 2090965
and 70 ubQ?fu uesults, ‘9 USHC WIA(LVAC) and 12 USHC Wik (NON-EVAC).

At Z3L005H, a squad combat patrol from Compény F was hit by
wamand detonated claymore~type mine at ZCl7l98u, An LZ was

euuced and 8 se arch of the area conduct with negative resultse.
Fegaltes 4 USHC WIA(BVAC).

~
(=
€
W
Al
<

At 1206254, & Marine from H&S Company found a lean~-to bunker
at AT866505. The enemy bunker contained 76 B-)0 rocket rounds,
3 cassn of AK-L7 rounds, 90 lbs of unknown type plasti: explosive

-

and essoerted lzsser munitions, All nunitions were destroyede

A% 120925H, a Company F platoon combat patrcl was hit by a
command datonated claymore~type mine at Z2C151988. At the same
moment, the ratrol received 2 rounds of 82mm mowtar fire. The
pJa,v“f callad in 60 vounds HB 105mm artilicry on suspected encmy
mertar sites at ZC164975 and 49160965, 4 scarch of the area un=-
ceverad a sscond claymore~itype mine which was destroyed in place.
R@sulagg 1 teMe KTA and 2 V””C WIA(SVAC)~

AL 1.2:.05CH: a plateon from Company X found 13 enemy shelters
and 13 lean-tetg, at AwHEAB8906, with bombshelters and 1 tunnel 30
meters in lergih. The cirucitures were szarched then destroyed.
Rag: e ton of wise, 7 ChiCom grenads: and various documents
captured,

L30H, Cumpany i, 3rd Battvalion, 5th Marines was attack-

i south when it rece:ved sniper fire from the vicinity

3837« The Company returned fire with small arms and auto-
matic weepons and searched th~ eremy position. The Company found

I WVA/Y K*ﬁ ;- 300 rounds of ET-MT smnmunition, 20 assorted ChiCom
greniic, 0 pounds of rico snd assorted eqguipment plus a mess '
nalil Lo“’?9~30 men, The mcss arsa, pqulpnent and muultlons W ;
destroyed. . s .

‘ -6!‘
SR ‘g
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A% 121100H, a platcon from Sompart F.qi“* % \ Oln% a flgii;‘:’:’
jn the vieinity of &T86690h whrn 1t @mua.ly 2 F?EP)automatlc

“fipe from AT86L4905,  Tae LLCt“OT:‘n:‘ﬂwigmf??fiont sautemabic,
weapons fire and swept th 7 SRR I IN T

.. & platoon from Company M, 3rd Battalion, 5th
At 12 :und - & arms cache at 4TB69904. The cache contained 800
”ari~fng caps with fuzes, 700 non-clectrical b?asflng caps and 100
aet of detonating cord. All were destroyed by engineers.

At 1213u0h, Company E found- another munltlons cache at AT867905
containing 36 B-lj0 rocket rounds, 2 U.S. Claynaore mines and a bag
of AA-M? rounds. A4ll ordnance was destroyed in place.

At 1214 20H, a platoon from Company M, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
found two shelters at ATB67906. A search of the shelters uncovered
g drum magazines of RPD ammunition, 300-400 rounds of AK-47 ammun-
ition, 1 ton of rice, 100 pounds of noodles, miscellaneous documents
and maps. The ordnance and food were destroyed.

At 121535H, a Campany M platoon found an arms cache at AT869~-
‘235, The cache contained 1 82mn bipod, 1 K-l and 2 B-4O Rocket
. Launchersa All weapons were sent to Regimental S-2.

At 121645H, a CH-46 wa s ‘evaduating wounded at the CP LZ, AT869-
-907, when it crashed on take-off. No onemy fire was envolved.
All 12 wounded, -the 5 crewmsn, classified equipment and armament
were rescued or recovered.

At 120700H, a sguad from Company £ searching the vicinity of
ATB70905-found 1 PRC=-25 radio, serial number #2105L. The radio
was turned into the Battalion CP and sent to Sth Marines.

A%t 131200H, Company i searching in the vieinity of AT870903
found a large NVA/VC harboring site. The site contained 13 shelters, _.
'3 mess areas, 2 tons of ricey, various munitions, uniforms, docunents
and the -body of 1l enemy XIA. The structures, ordnance, rice and
uniforms. were destroyed wnlle the docuients wers sen to Battallon
L)"Zl ’

At 1312303, Company E was at AT878902 conducting a Search and
Clear mission when it found 2 fresh graves contalnlng 2 NVA/VC KIA's.
RUJULtS' JVA/VC KIH(COVF}. : :

At 131645H, Company E found an enemy storage ‘area at AT870902.
The storage area contained: 1 tcn of rice, 350 pounds of salt,
100 pounds of beans, 100 pcandis of noodles, medical supplles,

. . uniforms, various ordnance and ‘decuments. All.suppltes— we?é“ : roy
ed and the documents sent to Battalion S~2,. MN@&&@ ‘ D
. . QUU ‘

* -
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At 131650H, Comruny M £ iud another <i.oiiy area at AT869906.
Supplies found included: 1400 »ovnds o .A“'? ammunition, 20

ChiCom grenades, 2 tons of :ir., ¢ shlck f THT, 2 dozen blasting
caps and medical supplies. &1l supplies were qestroyede

":

At 112104, Company M found 3 shelters with bomb shelters and
assorted lean-to's in the vicinity of 4T879893. A search of the
area uncovered 1 SKS, 1 lMAS=36, 39 B~l0 rocket rounds, 300 pounds
of unknown type of plastic explosive, 200 pounds of Russian gun-
powder, 500 blasting caps, 800 AK-47 rounds, l ChiCom grenades
and 30 gallons of fish oil. All shelters and ordnance were des~
troyed. The weapons were sent to Regimental 3-2,

At 192030H, a Company G squad ambush at AT939914, observed 2
to 3 enemy at AT937912. The squad fired small arms and grenadese.
The'nnemy returned small arms fire but due to the thick vegetation
a search of the area could not be made until flwst llght. The

»ﬁ"nh produced negative results. ‘

"dn 22 May 1968, Company F began a 1 day Search and Clear
‘aratlon in the northern part of the Battalion AO. Contact was
et with 3 §VA/VC KIA(CONF) and the capture of 1 M-l Carbine
rius agsorted military supplies and docuisnts. B .

t 220525H, a squad combat patrol from Company H, at ZD197005,
i L kend grenade. The squad returned small arms fire and
rounds of 10%mm B artillery. Results: 3 USMC WIa

113086, a squad combat patrol from Company F detonated a
release 6r¥plosive device at AUBOS5CLY. The area was
se ,fo: other explcsive devices and enemy presence with
negative reaults. Results: 2 USMC Klh,.

A 2:ROOSH, & Company F platoon ambush at AU818046 observed
6 Vo moving to their »ight fiank at AUB20047. The platoon fired
Gmall'armﬁ_killing thres of the enemy, The remainder of the VC
rétu'ued fire and fled the area to the northeast. Results: 3
GSMZ WIA(RVAC), 3 VC X714 .CONRF) and the capture of '1 M-l Carbine

variosus mnilitary eguiiwesnt and assorted documents.

At PS"OLSH 6. Viecommese wood cubter discovered 2 B- LLO rocket
vounds rigged as booby thrraps wite trip wirey; in the v1c1n1ty of
AT902901« The wood rutter nroceeded to the Company E command
nogt, ATUB595L, and advised the unit of the location of the ex-
vlecsive devices. A Company E platoon searchaa the area and found
the original two rocket ro‘nis pius a taird rigged with a detonat~-
ing ed and THT detonating device. The rounds we&ewdestroyed in_ f
rlace and the wood cuthor TGWchedo

8-
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At 251910H, a Coupany F platoon de. w1 L72 p031t10n, ZD153010,

observed 5 VC weariig n1V"V an ciothing owl sarrying weapons move

into a village at ZD154017. T plaboo .ollow&d the enemy and made
contacte In the ensuing actrion 1 VC was %illed causing the other

. to break contact and flee the area. Results: 1 VC KIi(COWF),

i detaineces and the capture of 1 AK-U7. B

o oA

At 252000, a Conpany H platoon, vicinity 2Z€190990, was moving
zo an ambush site when the unit received 6 hand grenades and 50
rounds of small erms fire from an estimated 3-5 enemy located at
20191991, The platoon returned fire causing the enemy to break
sontacte & scarch of the area revealed 1 cnemy. KIA(CORF).

At 261015H, an H&S Company fire team,providing convoy security
datonated a 50 pound box mine at ZD076009., The truck was towed to
Tru Bai for repairs. Results: 2 USMC WIA(EVAC).

At 220700H, a squad from Compeny G was moving to high ground
14 suppnrt of & Company from the 35th Engineers, U. S. Army, and at
'“nwﬁ. time &n unknown number of enemy detonated 6 Cthom Claymore
mircs at the squad, A sweep of the area revealed the mines had
tmer detenated in the vicinity of 4T899957. Three undetonated
sncre mines were found at that position. Results: 2 USMC KIA,
TGME WIA(BVAG) and the capture of 3 ChiCom Claymore minese.

AL SOléWﬁh, 2 qquad fron Cumpany or a combat patrol at AT -
350 chrerved ) enemy corrying demolition charges at AT902946.
e :~‘ua Pired 300 rounds small arms fire and 1 LAAW, killing 1
of ths enemya Ihe enemy fled to the east, dragging the dead body
With them, A Search of the area revealed drag marks and assorted
equinnenf was found. Results: 1 KVA/VC KI4(CONF) and the capture

of 1 “nilan Clayrore mine; a pair of blast*ng caps and various
artisles of *iotHJngn

At 5L1205H, a platoon patrnl from Compapy G found & one to three
day old grave av AIQOJ/L”n The patrol dug up the grave and found
the oodv of a 20~25 yeer cid VO dressed in black utllltles with a
woilat wound in the stouach, Results: 1 NVA/VC KIA(CONF )

A6 211L15H, a Wav ra Irom Conpany H on a patrol detonated a
Loy uﬁﬂlrﬂa M~26 greuade at ZD208005, Aun I1Z was secured and

a aearch ol ithe eraa - onducted for other explosive devices. Results:
Z OURMO WIAEVAC).

T
e ided '.“T'; o
o e .
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K 8 Detainees | ‘
"1 POW
1 Chieu Hoi
3 Bqu Rocket Launchers Captﬁred
2 AK-47 Captured |
1 K-l Captured
fleKS Captured
1 MaS~36 Captured
ol Mfl Carbines Captured
61 ChiCom Grenades Captured -
2 Mark II Grenades Captured
@ 1be THT Captured
200 ibs Genpowder (Russian) Captured

S“xmhel Charges Captured

[t Fl ol

~ubh Rlesting Caps Captured
100 ibs Plastic Hxplosive Captured
UN o Rell P™ares Captured

R

U Ghaymcre Miuzs Cadtured
LE5 B-10 rnocke® Rounds Captured
9 Lomm EE Rounds Captured

oD ARLLT Raoeda Jmphured

L0 2P MG Kouwras Captured

U ORAPD LMG Ammunition Drums Captured
~ ai-ll7 Magazires Caphursd
. , .

4 i Carbine Magazines Captured

A

~10~
[

.S'a:". AR “4’35' £
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2 9um Mupszines Captursed

1 8lmm dortar bipcd Captured
1 G2mm Mortar Borecop and Ball Captured
25 ft Detonating Cord Captured

17 Packs Captured

6 Carrying Sacks Captured:

ly Cartridge Belts Ceaptured

1 Pith Helmet Captured

13G sets Green Uniforms Captured

25 Sweat Shirts Captured

Q@ Ponchos Captured

£ darriocks Captured

¢ UhiGom Jrenede Pouches Captured

~1h Magazine Pouches Captured

3 4-3BAR Gaptured

-

vr Binoculars Captured

g_w'.

i Gas Mask (U.4.) Captured

‘EC Fiaéh Light latteries Captured
VA Fleg Faptured
_3 mons of Pgne PeStLOHGd
S50 Loy oF salt Destroyed
 lCQAlbs‘cf Bzans Destroyed
106 lbs of Noodles Déstroyed
. 3_Plééma Bottles Captured

e ez

' 50 Interveneous Tubes Capturéd -

o a1i- UN@&A@JW&J@J

* A oo ¥ Foimr ot e i e
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Asgorteld lealrs . Supplies o= 1ove

)
v

2

assorted Clotning Destroyed
Assorted Documents Captufed
3l Living Structurcs Destroyed
5 Mess Ealls Destroy ed

b. Friendly Personnel.

8 USHMC XIA

2 USMC KWH

o
(5‘:;
o
=
Q

T4 (EVAC)
23 USMC WIA(NON-EVAQ)

1l USMC NBC(EVAC)

2 Togisticss @

) awing May. Oneration HOUSTON continued with the

v Comred Post located at Cao Doil, resupply of all companles
‘l+g£‘i bj truck, With the ISA clcse at hand no sign-
roblems were encountered in obtaining nesded supplies.
‘H_EOH supply section in the forward con+1nued to stock

: e 184 did not have. In general, these were items of

Wk Y The Regimental T4D trucks carried the

-yies sn the field. &4 S=4 representative or

the zupplies on each resupply rune.

wnen the
Froe a new system of re
o (J.' £ tm"l(‘(; from +7

.on Coruiand Post moved to the Phu Gia
was established, Company G, because

2Lion Command Post, was given a 6x6 /////ﬁ
crrively Tor w1 use, The meas hall was also given /
woanl o a ot ily run was indtiated to FLC in DaNang to ‘
nodnoe To tns Battaiione The remaining three trucks '
', the 8-l ware employed fulfilling the rest of the Battal-
stlecal requirsments..

, ing_}anc >s  Normad ;irrt eone‘Oﬁ malntenance was performed
onoalloon Ll

-1
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echelon maintenance were often repaircd in the field by the arm-—
orer, mechanic or communicatiors technicians present. Those items
that could not be repaired in the field were evacuated to the

rear by the S=lj. 411 equipment requiring third echelon maintenance
was sent immediately to FLSG~i, Those items of critical importance
were nominated for Red Ball. o

Ce Trbatmont of Casualties and Hospitalizetione

(1) During May, the Battallon A43d Station was split into
two sections; one at the Battalion Rear and one at the Battalion
Forward Command Post. The rear BiS was staffed by one medical

officer and eight hospital corpsmen. The forward B4S was staffed

by one medlcal officer, one chlef hospltal corpsmen and sSix hospltal
COrpsmens.

(2) The forward BAS trcated a total of 351 patients during
May. Of thesc, there were eight WIA's which were evacuated; there
were now WIA's non-evecuated. There were 286 non-evacuated nons=
battle casualtiecs and 57 evacuatéd non=battle casualties. The
predoninant ceuse.of the WIA's was shrapnel wounds, while the pre-
dominant cause of the non-battle casualties was diarrhca. Patients
evacuated were sent to either lst Medical Battalion, Phu Bai, or
to the rear B4S for further treatment. Those treated by BAS rear
requiring in-patient care were kept at the new 5th Marine Regiment-
al Ward. ' : ‘ o

(3) The rear BAS acquired & third SE4 HUT during tﬁe month;
It is being utilized for the storgge of bulk supplies and Hedical
IOL. &ll mount-out boxes were repaired and repainted during the
- month, : : _

(L) A querterly Administration Inspection was conducted on
10 May by an Inspoction Team from the Division Surgeon's office.
The BAS received a satisfactory and coamendeble grade.

. (5) On 17 May the forward BiAS moved with the Battalion
Command Post from the Ceo Doi railroad tunnel to the Phu Gia Pass.
Two hospital corpsmen accompanied an advanced command post to Hai
Van Pass on 17 May and joined the forward BaS at the Phu Gia Pass
on 18 Mey. The BiS is temporarily occupying one general purpose
tent with plans to move into two general purpose tents in an area
- presently being cleared and graded by bulldozer.

de.  Tranhsportztion.

: (1) Troops and supp;ieé were.movcd primarily. by truck
during Operation HOUSTON. - In addition to the Battalion's organic
assets, two 6A6 trucks were made available by Regiment wh@n,. £

-13-
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- Battalion Comand Post was located at Jao Doi. . This number was
increased to five when the Battalion moved into its new AOQ. A4s

has been indicated; one truck was assigned to Company G and another
one wes assigned to the mess hall. The other three trucks were
~used by the logistics section to haul troops end supplies and to

».make the daily administration run to .the Battalion Rear..

(2) On 17 May 1968, the Battalion moved to its new AO0.
Company E moved from the Phu Loc Fire Base to the Lang Co Bridge
area by helicopter; the remainder of the Battalion moved by trucke.
Company H wes moved from Cao Doi to Hill 88 and Company G moved
from the DaWang area to Hai Van Pass. Company F did not move as
part of the old A0 was incorporated into the new AO. The command
" post moved from-Cao Doi to the Phu Gia Pass. Due to limited truck
assets, the Battalion's equipment was moved over a perlod of four
days.

€. -Communicationse.

: (1} The Battaliontls RT-52l capability was -increased by
. the addition of a PP2953 power supply, enabllng the Battallon to
‘maintain a statlonary RT-52l;.

(2) No s::.gnlflcant equipment losses occured during this .
reporting period. Communicetions from mountainous areas of
cperations was the only variance from normal activities. An asuto-
matic re~transmission site, operated by Regiment, relayed the
ma jority of traffic and manual re<transmission was employed to
various. key communicating sites.when Nnecessarye

(3) This Rattalion employed numerous fire team activities
in CQmpany G for patrols and ambushes and the problem of camuni-
cating with these units wos made evident. 4 possible solution
to this problem would be the employement of the AN/PRC-93 on the
fire team level back to the squade. .

(4) A frequency in addition to the TaCP Local frequency
is necessary for control of aircraft on battalion and company level.
. Artillery clearance for transient aircraft other than the aircraft
. the unlt is attempting to control 1s the magor problem.

-'13.. Commander's Analysisse.

During the second phase of Operation HOUSTON, the Battalion's
primary mission was to provide security for the MSR in the southern
half of the Regimental 40. The Battalion was able to accomplish
its mission by the use of squad and fire team ambushes, combat
patrols, and outposts.along avenues of approachr, Aggressive .

: : £

‘campany size attacﬂs into the canopy and suspec§ J
| | UNCLASSIFIED
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were conducted. Tiis action hindered the snemy's ability to re=-
supply and mass his forces.

The heavy commitment to the physical occupancy of the MSR and

key bridges greatly reduced the Battalion's ability to conduct
offensive operations.

1lljs Recommendationse

Aggressive offensive operations, utilizing cambat patrols and

ambushes should be an intregal part of the defense of the Hal Van
arcée

<
6&4{4‘—-;[&% Vo4
Es C» CHEATHAM /JR.
7
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