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From: Commending Ufficer

o Commender; lask Croup 79.5
Subj:  Batialion Lending Team 3/5 Command Chronology Report for peried
PgLigz July 66 to P123¢02 Aug 6.
hefs (=) iivl 5750, 24 w&;
;o ‘ . @‘
inel: s 1)-80E 3/5 Commender's Narrative Summary of Significant Zvents (S)

"{2)-BLI 3/5 Chronology of Zvenis (S)
A 3) -Combat After Action lieport for Operation DECKHCOUSE II and
Uperation HASTINGS (S)

1. Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Comm.nd Chronology, consisting of enclosures

{1}, (2) and (2), is submitied in sccordance with the format contained in
reference (a).
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From: Commanding Cfficer
Tes Commander; Yask Group 7%.5

Subj: Battalion Lending Team 3/5 Commend Chronclogy Report for perlod

Bagi 30z July 66 to g123¢0dZ aug 66.

1 3/5 Commander‘s Narrative Summary of Significant Zvents (S)
v 3/5 Chronology of Events (S)

onbnt After Action leport for Operation DECKHOUSE II and
U]"GI’ULJ_OH HASTINGS (8)

t. Battaslion Landing Team 3/5 Comm:nd Chronology, consisting of enclosures
(1), (2) and (3), is submituea in zcecrdsnce with the format contained in
refarence (a).
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Fleet Marine Force,
a. Location: U.5.S. PRINCATON (LFH-5),

b. Period covered: @2@L3¢Z July 66 - @#123¢d%2 Aug 66.

¢, LtCol . J. BRONARS Commanding Officer
Maj J. T. TLKINS : : ’ . fixecutive Officer
<ndLt B, F., BEGGS S~1
tstLt J. M, SIMS S-2
Maj E. 4. MONFORT S5-3
Capt - R. W, VORREYER Sl :
Capt H. 5. HAUPT H%S Company Commander
Capt S. S. GLAIZE ‘ Company I Commander
Capt E. Z. MARESCO Company K Commander
Capt H. F. TATUM Company L Commander
Capt H. D. PETTENGILL Company M Commander

2. Commander's Narrative of Sipnificant Events

a, Upon completion of Uperation NATHAN HALZL, Battalion Landing Team
3/5 returned to USNB Subic Bay, R.F. for ten days of training., Battalion
Landing Team 3/5 arrived at USNE Subic Bay, R.P. on 5 July, On 8 July
Brigadier General Ryan, Commanding General, 9th Marine Amphibious Erigade
visited Battalion Landing Team 3/5 and zttended memorial services for
BI.T 3/5 personnel who died during Cperations DACKHOUSE I and NATHANW EHALE.

b, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 departed (LSHB Subic Bay, R.P. on 13
~July and on the following day commenced planning for Operation DECKHOUSE II.,
Cperation DECKHOUSE II commenced on 16 July with s combined helicopter
and svrface lending of Battalion Landing Team 3/5 into the assigned AOA
located in Gic Iinh Distriet, Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam,
Operation DECKHOUSE II was conducted until 18 July 1966. (see fnclosure 3)

¢, On 18 July 1966 the Special Landing Force was placed under Op-
erational Centrol of Commending General; III Marine Amphibious Force to
participate in Operation HASTINGS in Cam To District, Quang Tri Frovince,
Fepublic ef Vietnam, A withdrawal was cormenced from the assigned TACR
on 29 July. The withdrawsl was completed on 30 July 1966, (For detailed
account see “nclosure (3)) Operational Control of the Special Landing
Force reverted to CIG 76,5 on 30 July 1966.

d. Special Landing Force arrived Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam on
31 July and cormenced off-loading of Battalion Landing Team 3/5. Battalion
Landing Team 3/5 came under Cperational Control of Commanding General III
Marine Amphibious Force at F27ggH 1966,

Enclosure (1)
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, znding Team 3/5 commenced planning for Cperation
DECKHOUSE 1T, ’

16 July Batialion Landing Team j/; commenced bneratlon DECKHOUSE II
in Gio Linh District, Quang Tri Province, Republic of Vietnam.

18 July Beatialion lLanding Team 3/5 terminated ipe“atlon DECKHOUSE I1
and at 18879¢4 commenced unuratlon

¢

TINGS in Com Lo District,

Quang Tri Province, Bepublic of Vietnam, The Special Landing
-Force was placed under Operationzl Control of Fommandlng
General,; III Marine Amphibious Force % -

28 July Generzl WISTMORELAND Tommender, Unites States Military Ase
sistance Coamuend, Vietnam, ltGen T.. WALT, Commnndlng General,
IIT Marine Amphibious Force and %,iuwr’i, R,
Gensral, Third Marine Division, vizited ! qunallon Landing T&am
3/5 in the field.

30 July The Special Landing Foree reverited to Oceretlon?l Control of
CTG 76.5 on 3@1G15H, Withdrswsl of Special Landing Force from
Uperation HASTINGS TAOR completed .
2 hAug attalion Landing Team 3/5 OPCCON Commanding General, III
Marine Amphibious Force

# (G Task Force Delta 1721152 (9)
3% OG Task Force Delte 3¢@715Z (S)
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Battalion Landing Team 3/5 ‘

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, FMF

FPO San Francisco, Galifornia 96602

|||II|I" 3/EJBY/ jee:
| » o | 312,

1 August. 1966

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer,. Special Landing Force (Commander Task: Group:

79.5)

Subj: Combat After Action Report for Operation DECKHOUSE. 11 and
Operation HASTINGS

Ref: (a) Commander Task Group 79.5 Operation Order 328-60.
(b) Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Operation Order 328-66 (Operation
DECKHQUSE I)
(¢) Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Frag Order #1 (Operation DECKHOUSE IT)
(d) Maps: AMS Series L701 - 6342 I (1:50,0C0C)
AMS Series L701 - 6342 II (1:50,000)
AliS Series L70L - 6L42 I (1250, OOO)
AMS Series L701 — 64k2 III (1:30,000)
AMS Series: L701 - 6L42 IV (1: SO_OOO)

Encl'rffi) Report of Operation DECKHOUSE 1L
+ JTab (a) Overlay of 40A, Operation DECKXHOUSE Iz
VQ2) Report of Operation HASTINGS
ab (a) Operations Overlay of Operation HASTINGS (Part 1)
ab (b} Operations Overlay of Operation HASTINGS (Part 2)

1. This report is submltted in accordance with instructions contained in
reference (a).

2. Operation DECKHOUSE Il was an amphibious operation which utilized sur-
face borne and helicopter borne assault forces. Operation HASTINGS em-
ployed the Special Landing Force by assigning the Battalion Landing Team
the mission of search and destroy in a designated TAOR; the Special Land-
ing Force was placed under the operational control of Task Force Delta.

3. D-day for Operation DECKHOUSE II was 16 July 1966. At 180800H Opera-
tion DECKHOUSE II terminated when operational control of the Speecial Land-
ing Force was chopped from Commander Task Group 76.5 (Commander Amphibious
Task Force) to the III Marine Amphibious Force (Task Force Delta). Opera-
tion HASTINGS commenced at 1808COH and terminated at 301515H when opera-
tional control of the Special Landing Force reverted to Commander Task Group

76.5.

L. The target area for Operation DECKHCUSE II was the northeastern third

of Gio Linh Distriet, Quang Tri Province--a region of flat, poorly drained
land with sand dunes suretching 3000 to 350C meters from the beach. The
target area for Operation HASTINGS was the Cam Lo area of the:-same province-=
an area of uncultivated, heavily vegetated, rolling valleys and. steep, -thick~
ly vegetated mountains,

) HN@&&SSSXESXE% -
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5. Battalion Landing Team 3/5 Command Post initially was located %
USS PRINCETON (LPH-5), At H*5 on D-day, the Command Post was estab®as
ashore at YD 307727 in the wvicinity of Landing Force Objective ALPHA. On
D+2, the Command Post displaced to ID 8GC3604 for Operation HASTINGS., On
D+11 it displaced to XD $79585. The Command Post was located at this
location for the remainder of the operation.

6., Administrative Matters

a. Resupply

(1) Operation DECKHOUSE II. Unit resupply was accomplished entirely
by helicopter. 1In order to facilitate resupply, units submitted requests
during the evening for the following day's resupply. This allowed the Log-
istic Support Unit the opportunity to pull and stage the supplies during
the evening and early morning hours. Reaction to a unit's annonncement
that it was prepared to receive resupply at a specific landing site was
accomplished promptly; the time-consuming job of pulling and staging sup=~
plies had already been accomplished.

(2) Operation HASTINGS

(a) Unit resupply during Operation HASTINGS was initially
seriously deficient. Phasing in the Battalion Landing Team into the op-
eration overburdened the unit resupply function of the Landing Support Area.
This temporary deficiency was overcome by providing a logistics team from
the Battalion Landing Team at the "»gisiis Sunmort arss, This tesm, con-
sisting of the Battalior Landing Team Supply Ufiicer or Supply Chief, med-
ical representatives, communicatiocn technicians and selected supply per-
sonnel, greatly reliewved the Logistic Support Area by processing Battalion
Landing Team requirements. This srrangement ensured that Battalion Landing
Team resupply requests received prompi and careinl attention and provided
adeguate personnel to process casualties and to recover weapons and equipment.

(b) Communications between the Logistic Support Area and the
Battalion Landing Team S-L was accomplished over the Battalion Landing Team
Administrative Net., Traffic on the Tabk Force Delta Logistics Support Net,
which was Luzi 1an D" 211 pati : submitur ‘ng resupply requests,; was
generslly he vy and the ave Jf indapendem. Batiald nqundlng Team
communicetions to the Logilatic Suppor “les provad: veey

b, Casualty Reporting. Reporting by the units during Operation HASTINGS
was in most cases excellent; however, there were several errors in encoding.
In some cases this caused lengthy delavs in obitaining accuraite information
and delayed reporting to higher headquarters. It is recommended that a coded
casualty reporting format utilizing code words should be standardized and
adopted for use on operations.
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c. BEvacuation. Casualty evacuation was accomplished utilizing the
facilities of Com.any D, lo% dedical Battalica, at Dong Ha. During the
first two days of Opsration HASTINGS, the Batitaliun Landing Team S-1 did
not maintain a lizison section at this facility, resulting in confusion
when casualties were evacuated. Further, the destination of casualtles

. leaving Dong Ha was no+ Knuwn, Un the qF’“‘h of July the LZattalion Landing
Tesr. 5~1 sent a ntative to Dong B assizt in accounting for our
ve and rasulted in accurate

1 August 1966

casualties., This system proved to be eifect
casualty reporting.

d. Comuniestiong

(1) Radic

(a) General. FHM radio communications on Operation DECKHOUSE II
and Operation HASTILGS were improved immeasureably by the acquisition of
the AN/PRC-25 family of radins. Kot cnly were positive communications with
organic units and higher headquariers maintained throughout, but the greater
capabilities of this radio enabled the Battalion Landing Team Commander to
maneuver his‘companies at distances previcusly impossible,

. (b) Radic Distribution. The Bazttalicn Landing Team was. issued
a total of uevent/~laa1 AW7'HU~257(of which seven are the radio componets
tc the AN/GRC-1257s thatb were issued). Eowsver, since the attached units
and Special Landing Force had not received the ANN/FRC-25"s, it was neces-

- sary for the Batialion Landing Team 1o provide chem with sets. Distribu-
tion was made as follows:

B

~Rifle Cemyanias (8 each) _ - 32
8lmm Morbar Platoon 10
Battalion Landing Team Cormmand Iost 9
Battalion landlng Team Commander 1
Speeisl Landing Force 3
Tasztical Alr ontrol Party/

Forward Air Control Teams 3
Artillery Liaison Ofticer/

. Forward Observers 5
105mm Howitzer Battery 2
107w Mortar Battery . 2
Maval Gun Fire Liaison Officer/

Spot Teams 3
Reconn'Aasance Teams 3
Shers Party Tean 1

i

Since three radios were deadlined for repair sarly in the operation, the
Battalion Landing Team Command Post was left with only six radios and was
forced to secure two of their five nets (Tactical Logistics Net and Admin-

istrative Net) temporarily in order.to displace.
® 3 e
e -,
@E@Luuduw ﬁ
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{¢) maintenanca and Su}pl,, The only maintenance and supply
provlen enhount erarl with the AN/P C~25 radio w9:is that no spare parts were
issund with the sats, Although excellent turn-around service was provid-
ed at the Logistics Support 4rea during Cperation HASTINUS, it is most
desireable when a component part, such as a handset or an antenna base, is
lost or broken duwing an operation that an immediate replacement be avail-
able. Tre BA-385 batteries performed most satisfactorily, offering as
much as thirty-six to forty-eight hours of service,

(d) Radio Nets

1 HExternal

a Operation DeCKHOUSE Il. Radio nets to higher head-
quarters on Operativc n DECKHOUSE 1L were an 7M. tactical net and a HF tactical
net. Communicati utc on these nets was sporadic due to the constantly shift-
ing position of the ship and due to the fact that theship's radio equipment
was not working properly. However, when the FM net was switched from the
ship's radio to the backeup AN/PRC-25 provided to Special Landing Force by
the Battalion Landing Team, a marked improvement was noted. Traffic over
these nets was moderate during the day, but after 200C hours traffic over
the HF net was reduced to hourly raﬂlo checks,

b Operation HASTINGS. Radio communications from Battalion

Landing Team 3/5 t¢ Task Force Deita on Operation HASTINGS was superior to
that experienced with Special Landing Force on Operation DECKHOUSE II., This
is probably due to the fact that Task Force Delta was a fixed land station.
Radio nets from Battalion Landing Team 3/5 to Task Force Delta consisted of

an FM Tactical Net and an Fl Command Net., An HF Command Net existed for
back~up purposes, but this was never used by Battalion Landing Team 3/5
since FM communications was outstanding at 211 times,

2 Internal

2 Comnunicatiecns frem the Battalion Landing Team doun
to its subordinate Units was ezeellent on beth Operation DECKHOUSE II and
Operation HASTINGS. Oaly when the companies were on the move and passing
under heavy cancpy did communicationg become marginal., However, at all
times one company was in a position to relay traffic to another.

b The activation of an FM Battalion Landing Team Admin-
istrative Net to handle resupply requests, medical evacuations, lengthy
situation reports, logistical “and’ ag Zone control and all other administra-
tive traffic proved very satisfactory. Overburdening the Battalion Landing
Team Tactical Net with routine and logistical traffic was avoided and urgent
tactical traffic was not delayed. It is strongly recommended that a Battal-
ion Landing Team Administrative Net be activated in all future Special Land-

ing Force cperaticng, .

s DEGLASSIF” : v
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(e) Frequencies and Call Signs. Frequency designators of a
nunber ©f the frequencies assipned to the Baitalion Landing Team for use
on Operation DECKHOUSE IL were changed by the Specisl Landing Force prior
to the operation. Although this wss done to sim;lily identification of

“'frequencies within the Special Landing Force, confussion arose during Ops
eravion HASTINGS since Tesk Force Delta had different decignators for many

of the samelrequeﬁc1 Other minor problems arose because a complete
T list e bwll sxﬂns ana freaaeac1es ut111zeu by Task Force Delta was never
ifprov1ded :

(f) Comb onts, A final comment must be made to emphasize the
~ outstanding results with the AN/PRC 25 radic. The AN/PRC-25 radio provid-
ad fles 131¢1+" in wareurering the rifle conganics gad in exercising support-
" ing; arms. Aru111ev Forward Ubserveru, Forward Air Control Teams and ¥Haval
Gun‘Fire Spot Teams maintained positive comrmnications with the Fire Support
Coordination Center at all times. Results certainly justify assigning
-“AN/PRC-2%5 radios to eﬂerc15e these supporting arms. It is also recommended
that all HF nets be replaced by FM nets--the range of the AN/PRC-25 is equal
to that of the AN/PRC-QT, the weight and bult of the AN/PRC-47 makes it
difficult for supporting arms teaws to keep up with the infaqtry units to
which assigned; maintenance andresupply pro%lenu inherent in the use of the
BB-L51 battery are significant; atmospheric, CllmAth «nd terrain conditions
in South Vletnam adve°“1yyailect the effectiveness of the AN/PRC-L47 radio,

(2) Wire/Redlo‘Relay. Wothing new was encountered with wire or
= radio relav on Operation DECKHOUSE II or Operation HASTINGS. Once again
a.radio relay shot was made from the Battalicn Landing Team to the Special
Landing Force on Operation DECKHOUSE II, Radio relay was effective and af-
forded outstanding communicstions.

(3) RecommeﬁdationS' !

(a) The Battalion Landing Team aSSWg 12d to the Special Landing
Force should be equipved with a full allowance of AN/PRC-25 radios,

(b) AN/PRC-L7 radios are too hezvy to carry in the rugged ter-
rain and intense heat experienced in South Vietnamj battery recharging and
resupply causes additicnal complicaticns. The AN/PRC-L7 rqdlo should be re-
placed by the AN/PFC—ZS radlo if, at all possible,

o (e) ihorcu h comrunlcatlons coordlnﬂtlon prior to the commence-
ment of’ conh:ned operatlons is’ essentlal

Te Supportlng,Arms

: Artlllefz e

% (1) Operation DE”KHOU&E II. In this operation the 105mm Howitzers
were landed by LCU and the 107mm Howtsrs were landed by helicopter. No
. problems were encountered. Communications and observation were excellent.

o SR g S
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(2) Operation BASTINGS

(a) The 105mm Hewitzers were dlspﬁdced by helicopter to new gun
positions at the comuencement of Operation HaSTINGS. :

(p) No major problers were encountered. At -times observation was
limited by terrain and/or vegetatiun; however, adequate support was possible
at all times. Communications were satisfactory at all times due primarily
to the use of the AN/PRC-25,

(¢} Reaction times were excellent on most missions and .acceptable
on all missions. ires were guick and accurate. Clearance of missions re-
quested outside of the Battalion Landing Team TAOR was granted promptly.

(d) At times the Conduct of Fire Net tended to become overloaded
due to the passing of sdministrative traffic.

b. Naval Gun Fire

. (1) Operation DECKHOUSE II. The support of the USS OKLAHOMA CI17,
USS LOFBERY. and USS WHITE RIVER were used only for three rounds of illum-
ination for Cowrary I due to negligible enemy contact, The use of tuc spot
teams and AN/PQC 25 radios for the spot net proved highly effective. ‘The
AN/PRC L7 control net provided vorderline communic: ticns throughout, Recom-
mend further use of the AN/PRC-25 for the Naval Gun Fire nets with small,
two .or. three man, spot teams, '

(2) Operation HASTINGS. Mo naval gunfire support was used due to
range. The Shore Fire Conirol Farty was used as artillery forward ghservers
for HiS Company patrols and for manning artillery observation posts within
the TAGH.

c. Ar

(1) DECKHOUSE II

(a) During Operation DECKHOUSE II oniy three (3) helicopter re-
guests were submiitad by the Tactical Air Control Pariy ior support. Bat-
talion Landing Team 3/5 was directly supported oy HMM-363, Tactical Air
Control Center was subordinate to Commander Task Group 76.5. One re-~ ..
quest for helicopter observation for retreatlng VC elements was submitted
reouestxnb support as soon as possible. The helicoptsr was on station one.
hour later. Flight time from the LPH-5 to the objective area was approxi-
mately ten minutes., A fifty minute deley in approval and commumicaticns is
indicated. The second reguest for helicepter observation of artillery fires
for registration was approved and the hellcopters were on station within

6 |
E@m'
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REPORT OF OPERATION DECKHOUSE IT

1. Task Organization

BLT 3/5&-

1S Co (- )
Det, Btry F, 2d Bn, 11lth Har (Ln Tm)
Det Hg Btry, 2d Bn, 11th Mar (HGF Ln Tm) -
Det, Radio Relay Sec, Comm Plat, Hg Co, Sth Mar
Det, Hq Bn, lst Marine DlVlSlon, FHF
Det, Radio Relay Plat, Comm Co
Det, Disbursing Plat, Serv Co ‘ :
Det, Postal Unit, Adg Sec, Div Hq, Hq Co
Det, lst Dental Go FF :

"Det Ist Medical Bn

Det, Serv Sec, Co Hq, 3d Coll Sec, Coll Plat
Loglstlc Support Unit
Det, Prov Serv Bn, 9th MAB
D'et s Supply Sec
"~ Det, Maint Sec
Det, H/S Sec
Det, H&S Co, 3d FSR"

2d SP Tm, Co B, 1st SP Bn

CO

s~-2d Landing Spt Plat .
Det, H&S Co, 1st SP Bn
Det, Beachmaster Unit-1l

I (Reln)

Co I

Co

Det, H&S Co
Det, Med Plat
Det,; 8lmm Mort Plat
Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts)
FO Tm, Btry F (Rein), 2d Bn, 1lth Har
1st Sqd 3d Plat (Rein), Coc B, lst Engr Bn

K (Rein)

~Go K

Det, H&S Co

Det, Med Plat

FAC Tm

Det, 8lmm Mort Plat

Det S-2 (Bn Scouts) R
“0 Tm, Btry ¥ (Rein), 2d Bn, llth Mar
Det, Hq Btry, 2d Bn, 11th Mar (NGF Spect Tm)

DECLASSIFIED

1 August 19-6i'

Lt Gol BRONARS

Capt GLALZE

Capt MARESCO
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Co

L {fein)

Co L :
Det, H&S Co
Det, Med Plat
FAC Tm
Det, 8lmm Mort Ilat
Det, S-2 (Bn Scouts)
FO Tm, Btry ¥ (Rein), 2d Bn, 1lth kar
2d Sgd, 3d Plat (Rein), Co B, lst Engr Bn

‘Det, Hq Btry, 2d Bn, 1lth Kar, (NGF Spot Tm)

Btry F (-)(Rein), 2d Bn, 1lth Har

Btry F (-)
Det, Hq Btry, 1lth Mar

107mm Mort Btry (Rein), 2d Bn, 12th Mar

24

< +107mm Mort Btry o : :
- Det, Mess Sec, Serv Plat, Hg Btry, 2d Bn, 12th Mar

Plat (Rein), Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn, FWF

2d Plat
Det, Co Hg, Co B, 3d AmTrac Bn

.+ .34 Plat (Rein), Co B, 1lst AT Bn
. .'3d Plat
Det, Co Hgy; Co B, 1st AT Bn
3d Plat (-)(Rein), Co B, 1st Engr Bn
. 3d Plat (=) .
.et, led Plat, HiS Co, lst Engr Bn
Liet, Engr Spt Co, 1st Engr Bn '
» 2d Plat, Co B, lst NT Bn

2a Plat

Det, Maint Sez, Co Hq, Co B, 1lst MT Bn

-~ 106mm. feccilless Rifle Plat (Rein)

100ns.. Recoilless Rifle Plat
Det, .=d Plat, HéS Co

2
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was. conducted: 16-to 18:June in : Quéng
etram. > The area .of operations:was: a pre-
e .aln i‘eatures— were ‘as. pred:.cted pr:.:m, fo

netexs:in ThlS was reported t0'be- cultJ.Vated
in wetlénd Fige whereas in actuality the area was farmed in dry crops. The
Qg,ac}b'regor’t&qg BIUE Beach: stated that: the.inner sand -bar, 4O to 60 yards off -
» V'Ing.g b CasenJCYP toL@round. ,Although the landing’ took: placei«r

ih "‘r,gg,aﬁt@:;gln’g{ Fide 00 -t; ‘dm ground -and assault troops: were :forced
v 9 AM@rffgﬂHﬁlH&.ﬁlY& water:to the beachs: : An: Opposed:' -and:;.ng;
5 prl.ﬂ@,_hgvegm ried, :m@;‘.g;:,egc‘b;ensi preparat:.ons sof the beach .

Sy ' Tden

. [TV M cmvien o wrtd ndUE s
et Fidny S:.tuaﬁ:.en. Prior to the landing it was estimated that only
ioeal force Viet cong (VC) units were present in the area of oper: - Véry .
little actual contact was made during the operation. However, the nstal-
lations discovered and equipment captured verifiedireports by V:ue‘mamese :
¢ivilians that a local force VC company operated in the A0A. In addltlon,
thg thrge VO K4S wweﬁdentiﬁeu by: Yovals of ficials as being local force. Y(.‘.
menderes pf Rl & OTpy ‘y‘: fsmx‘nem’éérsﬁ this” unitevidently fled:the areas ...

of wera&;ggghgm -friendly-forces arriwved, @ i
A _

£
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3+ Mission. As directed by the Specisl Landlng Force Frag Order #l for
Operation DECKHOUSE II, the mission. 3551gned t0 Battalion Landing. Team 3/5 .

- Was:

"Commen01ng at H and L-hours on D-dav, land 51mu1taneously by surface
and helo assault over BLUE Beach and HLZ STORK to seize LF Objectives 4, 2,
C; D, E, and F; on order conduct search and destroy operations in the Dong
Ha area and establish a Beach Support Area to assist the Cownandlng General
11T Amphibious Force within the I Corps tactical zone," :

4. Concept of Operations. The Battalion Landing Team 3/5 scheme of maneuver
in the Dong Ra area during Operation DECRHOUSE II was’ planned t0.be conducted
¢ in two phases over a period of seven to ten days, ‘ ,

a. Phase I. In the conduct of Phase I, plans were made to: land Comnany
" K over BIUE Beach to attack and seize Landing Force Objective-ALPHA; land
. Company I over BLUE Beach to attack and seize Landing Force Objective BRAVO;
- land Battery F over BIUE Beach to proceed to predesignated firing positions;
land 2d Platoon, Company B, 3d Amphibian Tractor Battalion -over BLUE Beach
“ to land elements of Battallon Landing Team 3/5, t6 assume beach defense and
to position Battery F; land 3rd Platooa, Company B, .lst. Antitank Battalion .
‘and 2d Platoon, Company C, lst Tank Battalicn as provisional rifle platoons
to provide security for Battery F and Amphlblan Tractor Platoen; land Come
pany L by helicopter in Landing Zone STORK to attack and seize: Landing Force
Objective DELTA; land 107mm Mortar Battery by helicopter in, Landing Zone
STORK to set up firing positions in the vicinity of the landing- zonejland -
2d Platoon, Company B, 1lst Motor Transport Battalion by helicopter in Landing
Zone STORK as a provisional rifle platoon to provide. security for 107w lortar
‘Battery; maintain Company 11 aboard LPH-5 as Battalion Landing Team Reserve,
land: H&S Company and other combat service support elements by helicopter in
vicinity of Landing Force Objective BRAVO to establlsh the Command Post and
_-provide securlty for Command Group. . .

. . b, Phase II. Phase II of Operatlcn DECKHOUCE II was planned ag: follows.
Company. T was %o attack. and seize. Landing Force Objective ECHO; Company I

was to revert to Battalion Landing Team Reserve;-Company M- was- t0.be landed

by -helicopter in Landing Zone JAY"to- attack and ‘seize Landing Force Objective

FOXTROT. Companles K, L, and M were. to conduct search:and deatroy operations

w1th1n the ADA,

-5y ExeCLtlon :

: D-dgy —A16 Jhly 1966 -

(l) Company b landed by LVTP-Smover BLUE Beach at 063QH (H-hour),
followed by Company I in LCVP: at.0635H. :The lahdings topk place:without:.
1ncident both companles ‘Yeported ‘the beach secured and clear, At 0710H,
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O Whlle Company K moved southwest toward Landing’ borce ubJectl f~’w
Has: hellllftea at 0630H (Lﬁhour) 1nto Landlng “Zone STORK

riar’ Battery was hellllited 1nto Lana1n~'éone

LED e Eah

p031tlons_at YD 290701, once thls was accompllshed Compan" L m

9 3 g S
Company i uas hellllfted 1nto Land ng Zone STOBh
posltlons at i 2u1695 leaving one platgon: at f
3: tery. '

yithin 2000,meters of the Demllltar}zcd Zone, wher : I
‘k up defenS1ve p081tlons. Company K conducted search al

(3) A“t. O .2‘OH Company K Whlle mov1ng YIgrom LUE Beach %
: J 21 322 s

unds of assbrted ammunltlon, one block of TNT and one

H2957

‘ﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁéwﬁ@@ymgﬁw&ﬁﬁgﬂ?%Ezﬁaﬁ%ﬁ%&-r‘“'“
5(b) € pany - 1-1 292753.
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(e) Conpanx M ( ) - YD 281695

Lo ~ (£) lO?mm Mortar Battery, relnforced w1th one platoon of Com- o
’”_5pany M YD 290701 A

(g) Battery F - YD 302727,
(h) Shore Party - YD 320723,

(6) During the nlght of D-day and early morning of D+1, Companles I
and K made contact with the enemy. At 1855H, Company K received small arms
fire and grenades from three VC located at YD 316706 who were hidden within
their perimeter. All three VG were killed and two Chinese burp guns were
taken. At 2300H, Company I fired on three groups of three VC moving along
the beach area. On the morning of D+1, one Mauser rifle was found on the

. beach near where the VC were fired upon. Company K also reported flndlng an
' addltlonal Chinese submachine gun and magazine on the same morning.

b, D¥l - 17 July 1966

(1) At first light on D+1, all Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were
engaged in search and destroy operations within the assigned ACA. Company I
.conducted their search and destroy operation up to the Demilitarized Zone,
then returned to the south. Operating with Company I were three tanks from
the 2d Platoon, Company C, 1st Tank Battalion; no enemy contact was made dur-
“ing “the day. .

5 " (2) Company K conducted a’search and destroy operatlon south and
‘southwest from Landing Force Ubjective ALPHA to Landing Force Objective CHARLIE.
Both c0mpan1es primarily were concerned with searching villages in their
assigned area of operation. Neither company reported enemy contact.

"(3) On D+1 Company L (=) was helilifted from YD 262752 to YD 279719%;
one platoon was lifted separately to YD 285711 to establish a blocking posi-
tion. Company L (-) conducted a search and destroy operation toward the
blocking force.. After completing the sweep, Company L (-) moved on towards
Landing Force ObJectlve CHARLIE no enemy contact was reported.

(L) Company M conducted a search and destroy operation to the south-
ern boundary of the Battalion Landing Team 3/5 A0A at YD 26h635 There was
no enemy contact in this operation. .

(5) Night defensive positions on D+1 ﬁEre:as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 307727.
(b) Company I - YD 325695.
| . Enclosure (1) ‘
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(c) Company K ~ ¥D 305683.

(d) Company L -.D.283700. .. -

(e) Company M - ¥D 204635, .

(f) 107mm Mortar Battery - ¥D 290701.. .

(g) Reconnaissance Platoon (Division) - YD 30268&;
(h) Reconnaissance Platoon-(Force)fh“ID'26075&'
{i) Battery F - YD, 302727

(b) Dmrlng the night of D+1, there was no enemy contact reported by
units of-‘the Battalion Landing Teamn

T D+2 - 18 July 1906

(a) At OSOOH on D+2 the Spec1al Landlng Force came under operatlonal
control of the III Marine Amphibious Force{Task Force Delta). Thls ended
Uperatlon DECKHCUSE I1I.

6 Results

. “Enemy" "

(1) The following is an assessment .of VC personnel casualties 1nfllct—
€d by Battalion Landing Team 3/5:

(a) 3 - 1¥C KIa (Body -Count.) .

(2) The f0110w1ng is a compllatlon of enemy equlpment .and ‘material
‘captured and/or destroyed by Battallon Landing Team 3/5: :

(a) 1 = .38 c&l Smith and Wesson rewolver. -
(b) 2 - German 9.8 Mauser rifles.,

(c) i - U.S. .30 cal submachine gun.

(d) 1 - French 9mm submachine gun.

(e) 1 - Chinese burp gun.

(f) L - Wooden handle hand grenades.,

UMCLASS i g v

(g) 1 - Large signal drum.
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(h) 1 - Burp gun magazine ‘with 150 rounds.
(i) 20 - .30 cal rounds.
(3) 1 - 7.62mm clip with ten rounds,
(k) 1 ~ Brown beret with insignia.
(1) 2.~ Bushel of rice.-
(m) 1 - Bushel of sweet potatoes.
(n) Numerous packs and eqguipment, both U.S. and foreign.
(o) Numerous documeﬁts , maps and notebooks. |
(p) 5 - Blocks of Chinese explosives.
”[(qj}z - Booby traps. |

b. Friendlz

(1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 are summariz-
ed below:

-+ -~ ..(a) Non-Battle Casnalties - 17,
1l Heat - 8.

Injuries - 9,

1o

' . Enclosure (1) .
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. RIPORT OF OPZRATION HASTINGS
1,:.: ;ask uI

enlz'ztlon.

Sl

Remalneﬂ the same
whlch wus placed 1n general suppart of the Battallon ,andlng Tehm.
2o ;Inteill‘ﬁnce L

“excert for the 81mm.Mortar Platoon

I

Operatlon ‘HASTINGS was" donducted by U S
ns: of western Quang Tr1 Prov1nce
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£, “Contadt with the enefy was limited, except in tno encounters “to -
units of wnder ‘twelty of thirty NVA. ‘Actions with five or ten NVA predoml—
nated the action. The small units appeared to be cne of two types: those
who were assigned to delay and harass friendly units and those who had be-
come separated from thelr present units and stumbled into contact W¢th
Battallon Landlng T an 3/;.

The most 51gn1f1cant encounters with NVA forcea occured on 22 July
and 2h July.  Company ¥ moved out on the mornlng of 22 July in reaction-to
a report by an.NVA captive who reported a regimental headquarters site ‘t~
be in the vicinity of Hill 31kh in grid square YD 0262. Comr- =

the area discovering 200 to 300 reinforced bunkers. Thec. T

covered by fresh foliage and had recently been abandor - :

tinued its. search arcund-Hill 31L and at YD 034625 came

matic weaporis fire and grenade bombardment from an estimau. -

five NVA. .The NVA were positioned in bunkers reinforced by 1.7s _ _
occupying high ground above Company M, who was then in a draw. Sowe 7

NVA were bapdaged from previous wounds.. JAn Army of the Republic ‘of Vietra..—
(ARVN) interperter with.Company M répeatedly called for the NVA to surrender
but they refused to do so, - Company IN then r eturned fqre, maneuvered - against
and overran the NVA position. .Theresults of the action were seventeen NVA
KIA (Body Count) and Seven weapons captured

i

h. - The most 51gn1flcant contact of the ooeratlon took place 1215H 2l
July ‘when Company I .enceuntered strong enemy positions at YD .013616. Com-
pany I was moving along a ridge line on a narrow trail when the lead element
of the company came under heavy automatic weapons fire and grenade bomb-
ardment. Within minutes the lead elements of the company were pinned down
by fire.  The: Jungle,was so thick at the point of -contact that often muzzle
flashes could not be seen when enemy forces were firing at point blank range.
Company 1 was then taken under fire by mortars. . Artillery-and air strikes
were called.in and automatic weapons fire slowed down and the mortar fire
temporarily ceased. .By this time the Commanding Officer of Company I estimat~
ed that he was under attack by two NVA Companies. At 164OH Company I attempt-
ed medical evacuation of the wounded but the helicopters received an intense
volume of fire rand were forced out of the area. At ébOut 1700Hvthe mortar
fire on Company .1 p031t10ns resumed - :

.. At 1735H Company h, moving toward Company I from the southeast, made
contact with an-estimated forty to fifty NVA in the vicinity of B 0Ll861L.
The NVA were positioned in ‘bunkers reinforced with logs. Company K returned
fire, maneuvered and then withdrew ashort distance to bring in artillery and
air strikes.. The fire was called in and the results of the action were seven
NVA KIA (Body Count),and an estimated thirty-five NVA KIA (Probable).

BRGNS Enclosure (2) ‘
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j: Company I continued to receive mortar and automatic Weapens f{ire
until about 2010H when artillery fire was directed at suspected mortar
positions in -the vicinity of YD 021628:; Two secondary _explosions resulted
and Company I received no more incoming mortar fires Company I did ve=
celve heavy: small arms fire during the rest of the night and dubing most
of the following days « : :

k; Reportu by the company commanders .and reports from NVA captlves
déFinitely sstablished the enemy force facing those companies was an NVA
Battalion: NVA captives identified the unit as theé 6th Battallon, 812th
Regiment of the 32LB NVA Division. Thls battalion was cofpesed bn thies -
rifle companleq of a strength of ninety o rinety-five éach and a heavy-
weapors company srmed with four 82mm mortars and four S7mm Pécoilleds
rifles. '

‘1. When the a&tion ceased and an evaluation of the battle area ¢ould be
accomplished; the following énemy losses were assessed: twenty=five NVA
KIA (Body Count); one hundred twenty-one NVA KIA (Probable); thifty LVA
WIA (P0551b1e), three mortars eaptured or ﬂesuroyed twénty=seven rifles
and submaching guns captured; one S7mn Fecbilless rlfle destroyed; ohe - -
12 T maching gun destroyed; over twe ‘hundred grenddes destroyed;- over
15,500 rounds of aimmo captured; ovel flfty-two mottar and AT rounds
destroyed, ahd humerous packs and uniforms capturéd and destreyed

m; Elght major enemy ihstallations uere discovered by Battallon Land- ‘
ing Team 3/5 in tho zong of dctions Slx of these installations could eagh
accomadate a battalion sife or larger units A number of smaller 11v1ng '

areas were also discovered. The major installatiohs weré:

(1) 1916254 = Company L discovered at ¥D OhOcZO what appeared to be
a battallon size Command Post: Eight huts were found; over one hundred
and forty prepafed bunkers and holes and about twenty pige ‘ard chickens.
No dotuments or items of equipment weré found, but the area had been evatazt=
ed. QUlte recently.

(2) 201C0H - A patrol from the 106mm RR Platoon dlscovered at 1B
09801Q what appeared o bé a polltlcal reception center for the new North
_ Vietnamese Troops, The site included & hut ‘and seven large bunkers. Tuo
sacks of propaganda material were found at the site including posters,
pamphlets, leaflets, paper North Vietnamiese Flags and receipt books that
. appeared to6 be used for recording membership ih party organlzatlons. Found
" . also were three large banners which said (translated llborallq) - WieYeome
$0 the liberation of South Vietnams National Libetration Fromt", "Help
defeat the American Imperialists and their Lackies", and "Sive the people
from Ky and his government of thieves". The site had recently been occupizd;
the. ‘diggings were fresh; food including fresh bread and fruit was Touid.

Enclosiire (2.)
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(3) 201610H - Company K discovered at ¥D OhLE98 a battalion or
possibly regimental sized Command Post and a bivoua $1ocation. The area
included over three hundred packs, over five hundreggsixty uniforms, three
hundred twenty-three blue suweat shirts, four hundréﬁ'thirty-five shelter
halves, two hundred ninety-seven pair of Ho Chi Finh sandals, two hundred
sixty-eight Machettes, and numerous magazines and rounds (mostly 12.7mm).
There was a great deal of expended 12.7mm brass abcut the area and about
seventy pounds of documents including letiers, diaries, and instruction books
on mortars and heavy weapons. The area included tables, benches, class rcom
type areas, two large huts and over four hundred bunkers and shelter holes.
4All gear was new or almost new and in excellent condition,

(L) 21092CH - Company M found at YD 024618 an area believed to be a
battalion sized bivouac area. The area contained over two hundred recently
used bunkers and shelter holes. Captured at the site were six thousand rounds
of 12,7mm ammunition, seventy-seven pounds of INT block, thirty pounds of TNE
flake, eleven Anti~tank mines, claymore mines, forty-five nonelectric blasting
caps, eighty-eight pressure pull type fuses, one mine sweeper, five hundred
feet time fuse, two crimpers, one splicer, four reels of communications wire,

- four weapons, forty pounds of decuments including engineer training manuals,.
diaries and letters, and various items of 782 type gear. The bivouac site
obviously supported an engineer battalion which vacated in a great hurry
less than 2L hours in advance of Company §i's arrival.

(5) 231000H ~ Company M discovered at TD 033627 an area which con-
tained four large huts and twenty to thirty larde bunkers. The complex was
pratected by both entrances by a system of fortified positions. Two NVA
were sighted in this complex and were killed.

(&) 22093CH - Company M investigated an NVA captives. report. ofca -
regimental size GCommand Post lotatéed in the vicinity of Hill 314 in grid
square 0262, Company M found on the northeast side of Hill 31 over two
hundred freshly prepared bunkers reinforced with logs and covered by fresh
foliage. The area had been vacated less than 2L hours prior but no equipment
or documents were found.

(7) 231555H - Company I at YD 017607 discovered a battalion size biv-
ovac site and a large supply of enemy equipment. In the area of the cache
was an NVA soldier who had deserted and surrendered, The following items
were captured in the cache: two Chinese submachine guns; one AN/PRC-10 radioj
forty-eight wooden handle grenades; one hundred eight rounds .30 caliber am-
munition; seven hundred thirty-eight 7.62mm rounds, two large canvas bags
probably covers for heavy mortars, &2mm mortar cleaning gear; one flag; thirty-
two pair sneakers; twelve full rucksacks; twenty-five kahki uniforms; numerous
items of 782 gear and medical supplies; and numerous diaries, letters and -
assorted documents. All items of egquipment vwere new or in excellent conditicn.
About eighty to one hundred bunkers (two or four man) were found in.the area.,

) | Enclosure (2)
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(8) 24,1155 - An H&S Company patrol located an enemy bivduabASiie

at YD 083614 - again for a battalion sized unit. The area included four

huts and about one hundred forty reinforced bunkers. A Iimited amount

of géar and documents was found,

Although Battalion Landing Team 3/5 made contact w1th only
one’ 1dent1f1ed unit (The 6th Battalion, 812th Regiment) and, as stated
before, met most of its resistance in the form of small delaying groups’
it is estimated that at least one NVA Regiment and an Zngineer Battalion
occupied the zone of action prior to Battalion Landing Team 3/5's arrivals
It is p0551ble that the headquarters of the 324B Division may also have
been located in the arsa. The facilities were thare but the 1nterpetat10n
of the captured documents, letters and diaries will have the verlfy this

‘conjecture,

3. Mission. ‘As directed by Commanding General, ITT Mzrine Amphlblous
Force, Battalion Landlng Team 3/5 was to aggre551ve1y coniduct search and
destroy operations in assigned areas of responsibility. (see Tab A)

VL. ‘Cdneept of Operation, Battalion Landing Team conducts search and
.destroy operations within assigned TAOR with four rifle companies ex=

ecutlng search and destroy operations from east to west within assignéd
zones of action,

5, Txecution

@ Di2.- 18 July 1966

(1) Battery F was lifted by hellcopter commenc1ng at 0830H to
assigned firing positions south of Cam Lo; the battery was in position
ready to fire by 1620H, At 1215H Companies M and L were lifted by
helicopter to Landing Zone CROW. The Landing Zone received moderate
small arms and automatic weapons fire and Company M met enemy resistance
as it secured the Landing Zone. By 1330H solid contact with the enemy
was established. Air strikes were called, and Company M overran the
enemy-p091t10ns located at YD 043623, Of an approximate forty khaki-
clad enemy, Company-M counted twenty-oné KTA, two WIA, and elghteen WIA
(Possible). Captured were one ,30 cal machlne gun; one .50 cal machine
gun; five 7.62 automatic rifles; six 7.62 semi-automatic rifles; ten
wooden ‘hand grenades; two AT mines; one AT rocket launcher; and 1000
rounds of small arms ammo.

(2) Company L found ten rounds small arms ammunition after S
landlng in Landlng Zone CROW but had no enemy contact until 1810H. when
an unknown number of NVA were encoutered at YD 060610 This action
resulted 1n one NVA KIA

Eﬁcibsure'(2)
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(3) Companies I and K landed by helicorter in Landing Zone
DOVE at 1330H. They encountered no enemy resistance as they landed or

when they pushed forward to the west,

(4) At 1730H Company I received machine gun and automatic rifle

fire from an estimated twenty NVA at YD 060612.

Company L returned the

fire, resulting in two NVA KIA (Body Count) and five KIA (Probable),
One sub-machine gun was captured and one ,30 caliber machine gun was

destroyed.

(5) At dusk on D+2, Battalion Landing Team 3/5 units were in

positions as follows:

(2) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 083604.

(b) Company T - YD 076605,
(¢) Company K - YD 065607,
(d) Company L - YD 049619,
(e) Company M - YD 049622,

(f) Battery F - YD 117579,

(g) Division Reconnaissance (1) - YD 080597,

(h) Division Reconnaissance (2) - YD 066605,

(1) Force Reconnaissance - YD 09261

b. D43 - 19 July 1966

9.

(1) There was little contact during the morning of D+3, At
O€50H Company I received three 60mm mortar rounds at YD OLS619,
Company M at YD 043623 found two additional bodies from the action of
D+2. At 08L5H Company I found a seven round clip of ammunition on a

trail at YD 071597,

(2) During the afternoon of D+3 contact was made by Company L
at YD 045625 with = NVA Platoon armed with sutomatic weapens. Company T
returned fire and killed four NVA (Body Count) with two WIA (Confirmed).
They captured two automatic weapons and one rifle. At 1408H, Company
K brought fire to bear on three NVA's at YD 058608, resulting in one
WIA (Confirmed) and three captured hand grenades. At 1815H Company K
at YD 049605 found one dead NVA believed to have been wounded in an

6
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earller action, The soldier was armed with a new seml—automatlc rlfle
1n excellent condition: Also in the area was a large cache of packs,
' pment, supplles, rice, ammo and uniforms - all. new.: At dusk on ,
Batta]lon Landlng Team urlts were in pos1t10ns as followst

{a) Battallon Landing Team.Command Pist = YD O8360t:

(b) Company I D 070,5%_';

(c) Company K - YD 051605:
(4) Gompany L = YD 039617:

YD 039617;

B

(&) Company M
(t) Battéry F = YD 117579,

(g) Division Re¢onnaissance (1) = YD 080597:
(4) Division Hésonnaissanss (2) - ¥p GG6BOS:
{1) Fores Reconnaidsance = YD 095619:

(b) During the night of D+3, thére was Ho enemy contact by
any unlts of the Battallon Landlng Team,

"e;- Dl 20 July 19665

(1) At First light on D+A all Battallon La'dlng Tea 'Companles
resumed search and destroy operations west in the‘ a TOAR'S‘
Réconnaissancé eleménts of Battalion Landlng Team 3/5 came under the
operatlonal control of ReconnaisSarice Group Bravo at O7OOH 13 perform
missions as- dlrected in support of Task Force Delta operatlons.

|  (2) At OB45H a Company L Observatioh Post &t YD 03é622 flf” |
four NVA but reported no results:; At O915H Lompany L. compiep d - .
Lructlon of the NVA Headquarters located at YD OLOéZ@ At 09 ASH m ny
‘M at Y0 028616 brought three NVA under FiTE; k1111ng one~' THa othérs
fled to the northwes .

hundred packs, and forty to Fifty 1bs of documénts: L i :
ki11&d oné NVA at YD 03061L, At 1300H an H&S . Comp ny "trol:dlscovered
. a bivounac site at YD 098619 containing propagznda mat&rials: Thé area

, BRPI acoimen
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appeared to be a receptlon center for incoming VA troops, At 1610H
Company K discovered a second bivouac area containing over three hundred:
packs, a large guantity of equipment and mortar instruction manuals. At
1815H Compeny. L fired on and killed two NVA (Body Count) a2t YD 025610,
capturing two others; 211 were armed with hand grenades. At C100H a patrol

~ from Company K embushed an estimated ten to fifteen NVA at YD O4L15%96., A
daylight search of the area revealded no confirmed KIA,

(5) By dusk on D+, Battalion Landing Teeam units were in p051t10ns
as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command -Post - YD 083604,
{(b) Company I - YD 062589,

(¢) Company K - YD 039594,

(d) Company I - YD 023608,

(e) Company M - YD 025612,

!

(f) Battery F~— YD.117579.

(6) During the night of D+,, Company L at 2105H, ambushed sn NVA
squad at YD 019609 resulting in three NVA KIA (Body Count), four NVA KIA
(Probable), and the capture of one .50 caliber machine gun, one automatic
rifle, and one anti-tank wsapon.

de D5 = 21 July 1966

(1) A1l Battallon Landing Team compsnies continued their search
and destroy operstlons west through the assigned Battallon Landing Team
TAOR. ' ‘ ’ '

(2) Company M at O920H located prepared positions at YD 024618
and found TNT, C-4, blasting caps and other equipment. The areas contained
two hundred or more bunkers and shelter holes, as well as a hospitsl and
a mess hall. At 1520H, a Company K ratrol at YD 038592 made contact with
one NVA who withdrew under fire. At 1700H Company M discovered a Chinese
Communist mine detector at YD 0286718, Also at 1700H two NVA bodies and
twelve -graves were found in the same location. The casualties were ap-
parenily caused by artl lery flre, or an earlier contact with Company L
or Company M, »
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(3) By dusk on D*S, Battalion Landlng Team units were in pos—
ition as follows:

(a) Eattallon L;molng Learn Command Post — YD 08360k, .

"(b) CompanJ I

_ ¥ OA3588
(¢) Company K - YD 038595. -
(d) Compeny T - YD 010607,

(e) Company M - YD 023612. \
(£) Battery F - YD 117579,

e, D+6‘- 22 July 1966

(1) Cont1nu1ng search and destroy operatlons to the west, com-
,pany M reached Hill 31k -(grid:square YD 0262); which 1nL8771gence.
sources indicated was the site of a regimental Command Post, Search
revealed numerous fighting holes but .no abandoned eQulpment ‘At 1300H
one, NVA soddier was fired on and kllled at b 0246253 one 7. 62mm seml— ;
automatic rifle was recovered, N

(2) At 1545 Company M received heavy gutomatic weapons ‘fire .and :
a grenade bombardment from an estimated thrity to forty NVA in the vicinity
of YD 034625, Some of the NVA were wounded, .2lthough an ABVN interpreter
repeatedly -demanded their surrender; resistance gontinued and Compeny M
overran the :position. The action resulted in twenty HVA KIA (Body Count)
and one ,30 caliber machine gun captured,

(3} While evacuating wounded from this aciion, Company M was
taken under fire from YD 034623, Fetnrnlng fire, the enemy position
was overrun and two NVA were k111ed (Body Count) and two automstic
rifles. captured

(L) At 17OOH an ambush patrol of Company L flred on four NVA in
the. v1C1n1ty of YD 025610, Shortly thereafter a squad.from Company L
reinforced the patrol-and continued thé action, .This enceunter resulted
in four NVA KIA (Body Count); one NVA KIA (Probable), and one 7 62mm ‘
seml—automatlo rlfle captured . : . o '

(5) At 1845H near: YD 026608 Company I encountered twelve to

flfteen NVA with automatic weapons. Fire was returned and the enemy
withdrew. ' ‘

osure (2)
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(6) Night positions on D+6 were as follows:
' (a) Bottallon Landlng Team Command Post - YD 083604,

(b) Company I - YD 019607.

(¢) Company K — YD 028612,
(d) Company L - YD 005600.
(e) Company M - YD 034623,

(f) Battery F - YD 117579.

(7) In defensive positions at YD 003600, Compzny L at 2045H re-
ceived ten rounds of incoming mortar fire. The firing ceased, then re-
sumed at 2210H, At this time, Company H, 2d Battalion, 1st Marines sight-
ed muzzle flashes, reporting their position to Battalion Landing Team 3/5.
Artillery fire directed on this target resulted in secondary explosions
and cessation of the firing. Company H reported definite destruction of .
the mortar and three NVA KIA (Probable).

: fw D+7 - 23 July 1966

: (1) Barly on D+7 at OOLCH Company M was zgain taken under fire
from YD 034625, Fire was returned resulting in two NVA KIA (Body Count);
two- NVA KIA (Probable); four WIA (Conflrmed), and one captured semi-
sutomatic rifle,

(2) At 0B15H Company L fired on and kllled one NVA at YD 010605;
one Mauser rifle was captured.

(3) At 1000H Company M sighted three NVA in a clearing_in the
vieinity .of YD 033627, Friendly fire resulted in two NVA KIA (Body Count),
one. NVA WIA (Confirmed), and the capture of one Chinese sybmachine gun,

At the same t© ime Company K discovered one dead NVA at YD 025611, who ap~
parently had dled as a result of artlllery or air strikes. '

(L) Company I at 1105H 31ghted two NVA near YD 018602, Fire was
delivered, resulting in the capture of one 57mm recoilless rifle with
two rounds, one NVA KIA (Body Count), one NVA WIA (Confirmed) and one
NVA captive. : :

(5) At 1530H Company K found one dead NVA in a stream bed, coord-
inates YD 029413. The soldier had died of bullet wounds and carried no

weapon,
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(6) At 1555H Company I discovered a large equipment cache at.
YD On7607 " In the immediate vicinity was one NVA soldier w10 surrendered
when: slghted - The cache contained two Chinese’ submachine guns; one
AN/PRC 10° radlo, forty-eight hand. grenadess. fourteen plastlc gas- masks,"
and-a. large store of ammunitlon and equlpment ' i

(7) At 1830H an outpost from the 107mm Mortar Battery reported
three to five. NVA in:the vicinity: of YD 05262h. Artillery fire seored
‘direct hits onthe NVA p331t10n, resuTtlng in ‘an estimated flve NVA -
«KIA (Probable) S L :

,i‘(8) nght p051t10ns on D+7 were as o7 lDWS'
(a) Battallon Landlng Team Command Post - YD 80360&
Lj(b) Company I~ D 016609' ‘
(¢) Company K - YD 028512,

-Ad) Company-T:

¥D 005600,

;Ke)'Companywﬁ §'YD‘th623.‘

1

(f) Battery F - YD 117579

(9) At 2230H Company L recelved sniper flre from YD 005605.
Fire was returned, resulting in one NVA KIA (Body Count) and the capture
of one Chlnese Communlst seml—automatlc rlfle. L

‘“g; D+8 - 2u July 1966

(1) At O7OOH on JH& Company L was- approached at; YD 305605 by two
NVA soldiers wearing camouflaged utilities and U.S, helmets. Because of
the possibility they might be:Marines, the soldiers were allowed to con-
tlnue their approach, The NVA opened fire and fled One was kil‘ed but
the other was able to make good an escape. .

(2) At 1115H Company I discovered twenty-one NVA .bodies near
YD 016617, The bodies were 3 to 4 daJS old and had been found in the
area of Company L's 202105H ambush : :

(3) At 1115H a patrol from the 107mm Mortar Battery encountered
four NVA near an enemy bivouac site at YD 083614, They were brought
under fire, but no casualties were reported., The NVA. eoldlers were armed
with one Browning Automatic Rifls, two 30 callber carblnes, and one
9mm French submachlne gun. e e i BRI

: ” UN SHFHE@ 'losure (2)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

@ {
a— UHELASSIFED - vong @

3121
1 August 1966

(4) At TZOOH Company I made contact ‘with three NVA near YD 011616

on.a well used trail running north and south through the area, One NVA

- was killed and t wo were captured, along with two rounds of &2mm mortar
ammunition., Later, at 1215H, Company I was brought under fire in the
vicinity of YD 013616. Small arms fire was received from both sides in
addition to incoming mortar rounds. Preliminary interrogation of captives
indiceted a force of one hundred NVA positioned near Hill 314 (YD 022622);
that another ninety-five were moving north 500 meters from the ac¢tion; and
that mortar emplacements were located near YD 015629, Company I returned
fire but an accurate damage assesment was made impossible by the thick
vegetation. :

(5) At 1425H Company I received mortar and automatic weapons fire
while moving up a small draw at the base of Hill 362 (YD 011616). The
enemy advanced as close as thirty yards, but were repulsed by intense
fire from Company I,

o

4 {6) Two hours later, air strikes were directed by Company I at .
ID 018623. At this time, all incoming mortar fire ceased. At 16L0H Com-
pany I attempted a medical evacuation of casualLles, but heavy fire forced
the helicopter out of the area.

(7). At 1705H Company I again recelved mortar fire. and moved to
p031t10ns higher on Hlll 362 (YD 011617).

(8) Moving to the assistance of Company I, Company K at 1735H
made contact with thirty to forty NVA near YD 018614, Assaulting elements
of Company K killed six NVA (Body Count) and three NVA (Frobable). :
(9) Night positions on D+8 were as follows:-
(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - 1D 083604 .
(v) Company I - YD 011616
(c) Company K - YD 018616,
(4) Company L — YD 005600,
-+ (e) Company: M - YD‘025636o

YD 117579

(f) Battery Ft

(10) At 2010H artillery flre was directed at suspected mortar
p051t10ns negr YD 021628, Two secondary explosions were otserved and
incoming mortar fire eeased in Company -I's positions. It is estimated
. that two morvars of unknown caliber were destroyed, .
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(11) At 2130H a 107mm Morter Battery Observatlon Post took B0
& A Sliad under fire at YD 055606 It is estlmated that THYEs

1ed. (Probable)

able 3“.

(12) Av 2335H omnany N w“s probed &t be) 025636 By £
Flre ‘was returned« resultlng in an estlm ‘tad two NVA KIA (Prob

hi'é®#9~;4254Julya4966

in e

sult of artlllery flre d1 Hoted ﬂnﬂo Chits 85

search'”f YD 01861%1 éh'ﬁfea

(7) nght p 1t10ns oh?D+9 were ‘s’ follows

(a) Battallon Tanding - Tbam Command Post“"'YD 083661,
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(b) CompanJ I

¥D 011616,

~{¢) -Company K - YD 011616,
(d) Company L - YD 011616,

(e) Company M - YD 020635,

1.0 DHIO - 26 July 1966

(1) The 11th day of the operation was relatively quiet, with
contact consisting chiefly of small probes., Company M joinsd Companies
I, K, and L in preparation for the foot novement to a newly assigned
TACR (see Tab b).

(2) Night positions on D+10 were as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - YD 08360L.

YD 011616.

(b) Company I

YD 011616,

(¢) Company K

(d) Company L - YD 011616,

‘(e) Company M - YD 011616,

(£) Battery F - YD 117579,

j. D11 - 27 July 1966

) (1) Continuning to probe company positions atop Hill 362, five
to six NVA attacked Company L at OO15H.. The hand grenade and small arms
attack was repulsed with unknown results.

(2) After conducting"intensive-aif strikes and artillery prep-
aration, C-~mpanies I, K, L, and M moved by fr~* westward to designated
positions in the new TAOR., The Battalion Landing Team Command Post
displaced by helicopter, S . :

(3) At 0815H on the 27th Company L received sniper fire from

two NVA at YD 011617, Fire:was returned, resulting in one WVA KIA (Body
Count) and one NVA captive., Also captured were two Chinese submachine guns.,

” WEEB .Enélosure (2)
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{4) At 1100H Company M was approached at YD 014617 by a Montanz
.ard farmer who had been forced to work for the NVA and now wantedqto
surrender} He was accordlngly taken prlsoner and returned to
;headquarters for 1nLerroget10n.» ' : R

(5) No other contact was. reported durlng the march~ night -
‘p051t10ns on D+11 were as follows' ’

(a) Battallon Landlng Team.Command Post - XD 979585.

“(b) Company I XD 989596

{e) Gompany K - XD 997595,

(d) Company L

XD 988593,
- -{e) Gompany M - XD 995597J

XD 117579

‘:(f) Batierj F

(6) At 2030H a Command Post Forward Observer reported the s;ghtlng
e small llghts bllnklng on and’ off near YD 985606 it was sus-’

if red”at nhe target 1wo secondary eXp1051ons resulned and 1t 15 e‘t;t
ﬂlmated at least three NVA were kllled

X. D+12 - 28 Julv 1966

{1) The following companies conducted search and destrov oper=
ations agalnst NVA Forces in the grld squares 1nd1caued.

(b) Company L - XD 966C,
(c) Fompany'M - XC 0860 XD 9960, and’ XD OOéO

(2) At 1215H Company B found a cache at XD 99959? of enemy equ1p~'
ment as follows -ane maohlne gun barrel case, one bayonet scabbard ong o

' of-khakl unlforms, 31x undershlrts, twelve drawers, four palrs of socks,"
flve rlce bags, flve hammocks, two palrs of sneakers, one canteen, one
td

£ rd, and two hundred pounds of LNT Lhe area had four defen51ve ho: :
‘but was unoccupled ‘ JRRTI
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(3) At 1315H Company M found another cache at XD 999593 which
included fourteen sweat shirts, eighty-four trousers, eighty-one khaki
shirts, nine hand grenades, thrity hammocks, five bags medical supplies
and forty drawers, The area had been used for one or two days before
discovery.

(4) At 1400H Company K received ten to twenty rounds of sniper
fire in the vicinity of XD 987592 from three or four NVA, Company K
returned the fire with unknown results; enemy fire ceased.

(5) At 16050 Company L made contact with four or five NVA snipers
at XD 965603. Artillery was directed against this location, A search of

the area revealed no trace of the enemy,

(6) At 1815H Company I moved into the Battalion Command Post area

to provide Command Post security and assume the mission of Battalion Reserve,

(7) Night positions on D+12 were as follows:

(a) Battalion Landing Team Command Post - XD 979505.

(b) Company I - XD 979585,
(¢) Company K - XD 987592,
(d) Company L - XD 985594,
(e) Company M - XD §94598.

(f) Battery F - ¥D 117579,

1.. DH13 - 29 July 1966

(1) At 09154 Compeny K (the lead element) cormmenced movement
toward Landing Zone BLUZJAY (vicinity XD 983563) for subsequent helilift
to USS PRINCEION. Other units following in trace were elements of H&S
Company, and the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor Transport Battalion.
Company: I. provided rear security on the march, The helilift was completed
by 1610H,

) ‘(ZjiBa‘tte’ry F commenced helift from vieinity YD 117579 at 0900H
to USS PRINCETON and were transported by boat from PRINCSETON to USS
ALAMO, ‘ .

(3) During the afternoon the 2d Platoon, Company B, 1st Motor

Transport Battalion, and Companies I and K were transported by boat from
the USS PRINCETON to assigned shipping.
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ke’ NerE
: ustlmate fifteen NVA KIA (Probsble), oné S o 'gf
destroyed and one’ 12, 7mm machlne gun destroyed (Probable)

(5) Durlng a search conducted by Company M 4 trail €ight
feet’wxde was dlSCOVured in the neneral area of grld squares"
9661i>1t’was noted that tall trées were. pulled and lashed
comgleﬁ e r

tof

Jungle canopv over the Lrallo The tfa i ho

communlcatlons'w1re installed throuwhout 1ts 1ength
(6) Night: positions on D¥13 were as follows:
(sﬁ’Battallon Tandlng'ieam Command post = XD 9795 5.
(BY Copany L = XD 98%59%

(yyr7o i

() company M < XD 987597,

Wi Dl ;?d?‘_m‘iy’ ~1i<jf'é'6’* :

Shlpplng;

(@*;The'Spec1a1 Landlng Force reverted to the" Operaunonal SontHol
off Conmiandet Task Gréup 76.5 at 1515H

"
.. Results’
L e
g Znemy

(1) The follow1ng 1s an assessment of NVA personnel casualties
infieted’ by’ Battaliohn Landing Tézm- 3/5 :

(2) NVA" KT# (Body Cotmb) - 55,
(6) NvA: KEA (Probable) < 167..

(¢) NUK WK (Géngimied) = 125

(d) NVA WIA (Pssible) - 45,

. Thelosure (2)
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()

(2) The
captured and/or

§i it

(a)

(b)

(e)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(1)
(3)
(k)

(1)

(m)
(n)
(o)
(p)
(q)
(r)
(s)
(t)
(w)

¥

NVA CAPTIVE - 7. (2 died of wounds after 1nterrogatlon)

follow1ng is a comp11at10n of enemy equ1pment and material
destroyed by Bantallon Landing Team 3/5:

47 ~ Soviet 7.62 Assault Rifle AK-47.

7 - Mauser Chinat ?.62.

2 - Soviet RP6 Gernade Launchers.

2 — US M-14 Rifles,

3 - .30 caliber Machine Guns,

2 - .50 caliber Machine Guns.

2 - Soviet Carbine, M1944.

22 - Soviet 7.62 Carbine SKS.

3 - Soviet RPD 7,62 light Machine Guns.
2 - 57mm Recoiless Rifles,

2 - US M-3 .45 csliber Submachine Guns.
1 - Mine Detector, VIM203.

3 —.82mm Mortars,

1 - 12.7mm Heavy Machine Guns.

28,553 Rounds, small arms ammunition,
9,700 - Rounds, 12.7mm ammunition,

369 — Hand gernadég.l

6 - spare .30 caliber Machine Gun barrels.
75 - Entrenching tools.

1,020 - flectric blasting caps.

132 - Pounds TNT,

18
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(v) 1 - AN/PRC-10 Radio

(w) 1 - Field Phone

(x) 21 - 82mm Morta?sRPPnés
(¥) 17

(z) 22 - LAWS

i

£0mm Mortar Rounds
(aa) 1 - Claymore mine

(bb) 5 -Anti Tank Rockets

(e¢) 235 - Yards Comm wire
- (dd) 898 - Khaki uniform shirts

(ee) 853 - Khaki uniform trousers

(££) 810 Packs wiph:qquipggnt

w,ﬂ(gg);AAS. Shelter halfs .-

(hh) 297 - Pair "Ho Chi Minh * sandals
(41) 41 ~ Pair Sneakers

(jj) 269‘7.Ma9h9§e,Knix§$

(kk) .10 Map cases

(X1) 114 ~ Mosquito nets
a(mm);88;—.P£e§sure7pp1;:§ype fuses.
(nn) 223 - Ponchos.. i
(00) 55 - .Pounds medi¢giﬁaﬁﬁpiie§;
(pp) 76 :
(aq) 33
(rr)
(ss8) 11 - 57mm R?“?illﬁﬁslﬁifieﬁéEHDQS; ‘

® R Enclosure ()
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(tt) 28 - Gas masks.

(uu) 7 - Canvas weapon bags‘(Smevmortar).
(vv) 3 - Helmets.

(ww) 173 - Hammocks

(xx) 1 - Splicer.

(yy) 1 - Crimper.

(2z) 1 - Hand drill.
(aa;)VlS - Antitank mines.

' (bbb) 450 - pounds documents, diaries, and letters.

b. Friendly

(1) Casualties sustained by Battalion Landing Team 3/5 are summariz-
ed below: :

(a) Killed in Action - 48, -
2 Gunshot - 42,

2 Shrapnel - 6,

(b) Died of Wounds - 3.
1 Gunshot - 2.

2 Shrapnel - 1.

(¢) Wounded in Action - 1642,
1 Gunshot - 25,

2 Shrapnel - 137,
(d) Deaths, Non-Battle - 2.
1l Shrapnel - 1.

2 Malaria - 1.

(e) Non-Battle Casualties - 68. )
1 Heat - 20, ' ﬂ}!ﬂsmSNﬂ @
2 Injuries and Miscel‘aneous - 78,

20
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