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HEADQUARr~RS 

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
1st Harine Division (Rein) FleW 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 
~ -- - - -- 5750 

From: 
To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

Commanding Officer 
Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
Commanding Officer, 5th Harines 

30 August 1966 

Jrd Battalion, 5th Marines Oommand Chronology Report for period 
¢123¢¢~ Aug66 to 3116¢¢; Aug66 

Ref: (a) DivO 5750.2A 
(b) NCO 5750.2 

Sncl: ~1)-3rd Battalion, 5th l'1arines Narrative Surmnary of Significant 
i Events (S) 

VC2)-3rd Battalion, 5th Harines Chronology of Events (S) 

1. 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Command Chronology, consisting of enclos­
Ures (1) and (2) is submitted 1.n accordance vrith references (a) a.nd (b). 
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CO~UlliD CHRONOLOGY 

1. Headquarters, Third Battalien, Fifth Marines, First Marine Division 
(Rein) Fleet Marine Force. 

a. Location: Chu Lai. 

b. Period covered: ¢123¢¢g Aug66 - 3116¢¢:& Aug66. 

c. LtCol E. J. BRONARS 
Maj J. T. ELKINS 
2ndLt B. F. BEGGS 
Capt J. 1'1. sOO 
Capt H. S. HAUPT 
Capt R. W. VORREYER 

·lstLt H. DYKE 
lstLt C. KELLY 
Capt R. E. IJiARESCO 
Capt R. P. TATUM 
capt H. D. PEI'TENGILL 

Cemmanding Officer 
Executive Officer 
5-1 
5-2 
S-3 
s-4 
H&S Company Commander 
C9mpany I Cemrr~der 
Cempany K Qemmander 
C@mpany L Cemmander 
Company M C0mmander 

2,. Cemunanderls Narrative of Significant Events 

a. On 2 August 1966 Battalion Landing Team 3/5 debarked persennel at 
Chu Lai, Vietnam and moved into a temporary camp site within the Chu Lai 
De£ense perimeter. Operational Centr01 af Batt ali en Landing Team 3/5 re­
verted tID the Commanding General, III Narine AmphibiOUS Force and in turn 
tG the Commanding General, First Marine Division (Rein) Fleet Marine Force. 
On this same date Battalion Landing Team 3/5 was deactivated and all attach­
ed units returned to the Operational and Administrative Centrol of their 
parent organization. The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines commenced refurbish­
ing in the areas of supply and maintenance. The Battalion was in a C2 
personnel category due to combat losses during Operation HASTINGS. 

b. On 3 August 1966 Lieutenant General LeWis VT. WALT, Cemmanding Gen­
eral, III Marine AmphibiOUS Force, visited the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
at the Chu Lai encampment and, while speaking to all hands, e:x;pressed his 
praise and congratulations for the performance which Battalion Landing 
Team 3/5 had demonstrated during Operation HASTINGS. 

c. The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines was assigned a mission on b August 
1966 to furnish blocking positions and security units during Operation 
COLORADO. Planning for Operation COLORADO was begun on this elate. The 
3rd Battalion, 5th JvIarines commenced participation in Operation COLORAOO 
in Tam Ky province, Republic of Vietnam at ¢o¢63¢H August 1966. During 
this Operation the Battalion initially perfGrmed the mission of provid­
ing blocking positions and security for elements ef the 5th and 11th 
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Marines. The 3rd Battalion, Fifth Marines was later given a mission of 
conducting search and destroy operations in an assigned TAOR. Assisted 
by Popular Forces personnel, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, terminated 
its participation in Operation COLORADO with the evacuation of villagers 
to the Tam Ky refugee center. During the Operation, the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines vlas visited in the field by LtGen Le'tds I\)". v,TALT, Ma.jGen 
Lewis J. FIELDS, BrigGen Jonas H. PLATT and a civHian, Arthur GODFRl:!,-Y. 
This BaUa lion I s participation in Operation COLORADO terminated at l5l8-'.5H 
August 1966. (For a comrlete account see Jrd Battalion, 5th Marinets Combat 
After Action Report for Operation COLORADO dated 19 August 1966 (s).) 

d. On 20 August 1966 the 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines was assigned the 
mission of Regimental Reserve for the 5th Marines. Company K (Rein) was 
placed on alert status along with the 2nd Platoon of Company L. 

e. The 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines provided Company I (Rein) and a 
Battalion Command Group to the Chu La,i Defense Command on 22 August 1966 
as directed by the Commanding Officer, 5th Marines. On 24 August an ad­
ditional unit, consisting of Company L (Rein), ''las assigned to the Chu 
Lai Defense Command. 

f. On 24 August 1966 the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines was released from 
its mission as the Regimental Reserve. On 24l2¢¢H the Battalion Command 
Group and Companies K and M were placed under the Operational Control of 
the 7th Marines and assigned the responsibility for the 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Marines TAOH. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS 

Battalion Landing Team 3/5 OPCON Commanding General, III 
Marine Amphibious Force and in turn to the Commanding Gen­
eral, 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF .~:-
Battalion Landing Team 3/5 deactivated.-lH:-

LtGen Lewis W. 'V1ALT, Commanding General, III Harine Am­
phibious Force, accompanied by MajGen Lewis J. FIELDS, 
Commanding General, First l'larine Division (Rein) f1!IF, 
visited the 3rd Battalion, 5th ~~rines at its Chu Lai 
encampment. 

3rd Battalion, 5th l1arines commenced planning for Opera­
tion COLORADO. 

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines commenced partici?ation in Op­
eration COLORADO in Tam Ky Province, RVN at ¢6¢63¢H. 

Commanding General, 1st Narine Division (Rein) FMF, MajGen 
Lewis J. FIELDS visited the 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines in 
the field. 

COIIlIIlanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force, LtGen 
Lewis v.T. V1ALT, Assistant Division Comrnander, 3rd l-larine 
Division (Rein) FMF, BrigGen Jonas M. PLATT and a civilian, 
Arthur GODFR£Y, visited the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines in 
the field. 

3rd Battalion, 5th Harines phased out of Operation COLORADQ 
at 151S15H. 

Jrd Battalion, 5th Harines assigned mission- as Regimental 
Reserve. ~HH} 

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines provided Company I, one Slmm 
hortar Section, and a. Ba.ttalion Command Group to the Chu 
Lai Defense Command.# 

3rd Baitalion, 5th Marines released from mission as Reg­
imental Reserve .#/1 Company L and one Slmm Hortar Section 
provided to Chu Lai Defense Command. 
3rd Battalion, 5th l".larines (-) consisting of a Battalion 
Command Group and Companies Hand K assigned to OrCON,7th 
Marines.### 

*CG, 
>'H~CO, 

iH(...,~CO, 

III Marine Amphibious Force ¢1¢5¢8g Aug66 (5) 
Battalion Landing Team 3/5 ¢3¢4¢¢g Aug66 
5th ?-larines 2¢¢71S:6 Aug66 (8) 
5th Harines 2J..¢615Z Aug66 (5) 
5th Marines 231212g Aug66 (8) 
5th Marines 23121¢g Aug66 (8) 
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##CO, 

###00, 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 


