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Bnecl: V(A) Command Chronology G,
. ‘(2) Appendix A (List of references) \
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1. The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Command Chronology, consisting of
Enclosures (1), (2) and (3) is hereby submitted in aceordance with
references (a) and (b). :
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY . ~ . . p

1. ORGANIZATIONAL DAT;

a. Headquarters, Third Battalion, Fifth Marines, Pirst. Harine
Division (Rein) Fleet Marine Force. .

(1) Location' Chu Lai

(2) Period covered: 3116012 Aug66 to 301 6002 Sept66

(3) Lt Col E. J. EHONARS . , _ Commanding Officer
Maj J. T. ELKINS - o Bxéctive Offlcer -
: . 2nd Lt B. F, BEGGS. . .. =~ . 8&-1 '
A Capt J. M. SIMS L 82
o Maj P. M. JOHNSTON P =3
Capt R. W. VORREYER - - 5-k .
~1st Lt D. N. T. PERKINS . S8=5 : o
1st Lt W. DYKE. , H&S Compa.rw Cormander
ist Lt C. KELLY - " Company I Commander’
Capt R. E. MARESCO T Company K Cormander
Capt R. P. TATUM © - .7 Company L Cormander
Capt H. D. PEITENGIL . ~ = Company M Commander

2. COMMANDER'S NARRATIVE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

a. On i September 1966 Lisutenant General Vietor H, KRULAK, QGou-
manding General, Fleet Marine Force Pac:.uc visited the "Ird Battal:.on,
5th Marines TAOR and attended divine worship. The same day the
Battalion (~) (Rein) departed the. TAOR and moved by truck convoy to
Tam Ky in preparation for Operation NAPA,. This operation, which in-
itially employed two battalions of the Sth Marines, commenced on 5
September in the area just northwest of Tam Ky. The 1st Battalion, 5th
Marines phased out on 7 September; the 3rd Dattalion, 5th Marines
continued on the search and destroy operation until it was succesefully
terminated on 15 September, (For complete account see 3rd Battalion,
oth Marines Combat After Action Report for Operation NAPA dated 21
September 1966). : |

be During Operation NAPA the .3rd Bat.t.alion, 5th Ma.rlnes wag visxted
in the field by Lieutenant General Lewis W. WALT, Commanding General,
IIT Marine Amphibious Forece and-Major General Lewis'J. FIELDS, Com-
manding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF and Brlgadier General
W:Lll:.am A. STILES, Assistant Division Commander,

c. On 17 Septenber Major General Lewis J, FIELDS, Commanding
General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF:accompanied by Colonel Charles
F. WIDDECKE, Commanding Officer, 5th Marines meritoriousldy promoted
deserving Marines at a formation held at the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
Command Post.
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de Frox} 21 September to 26 Septert.r Cumpany U (Rein) conducted
search and clear operation in the sout ~astern sector of the 3rd
Battalicn, 5th Marines TAOR. (For complete. account. see Company M,
3rd Battalion, 5th Merines After Actlon Report),

e. On 26 September 1966 Major General Lewis J. FIELDS, Commandlng .
General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF payed a farewell vi51t to the
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines. Medals were awarded on this occasion to
deserving personnel for heroism displayed on the field of battle during
previcus operations.

f. During the month of September several operatiocnal commitments
were assumed by the 3rd Dattalion, 5th Marines. The 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines (~) (Rein) participated in Operation NAPA from 5-15 . ~
September., Company L was placed under the operational control of
the 7th Marines from 17-27 September. Company M conducted a 5-day
clearing operation from 21-26 September. Company K furnished a

" "Rough Rider!" convoy escort to Danang and return during the period
26=-27 September, On 28 September Companies K, L and M were placed
under operational control of 5th Marines: Companies K and L pare’
ticipated in Operation MONTEREY; Company M assumed positions within
the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR., These three companies reverted
to the operational control of the 3rd Battallon, 5th Marines on 30
September,

.3, DBETAILED DESCRIFTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

a, Personnel and Administration

(1) Same personnel changes in both officer and enlisted ranks
occurred during the month of September, These changes were brought
about by intra-division reassigmments and enlisted personnel rotating
to COMUS for discharge or release from active duty. These changes
have not seriously affected the combat efficiency of the Battalion,.
Most personnel changes reflect a logical and gradual shift of per-
sonnel with the same rotation tour date in order to lessen the im-
pact at a future date. Present personnel strength is 32 officers
and 1051 enlisted men; these figures include assigned navy personnel,

(2) Thirty personnel of the Battalion were meritoriously
promoted to the next higher grade in a ceremony conducted on: 17
September 1966 by Major General Lewis J. FIEIDS, Commanding General,
1st Marine Division, (Rein) FMF.

(3) No major problem arcas in personnel adm;nlstratlon have
been encountered.,
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b. Intelligence
(1) A significant contribution in the area of intelligence was
made by a counter-intelligence sub-tcam attached during the Operation
NAPA, 5-15 September 1966, The team, consisting of two staff sergeants,
reported with current "Black ‘Lists" ¢f VC and VC sympathizers in the
area of operations. The CI teéam-had proeured the services of 15 .
Popular Force -soldiers from Tam Ky Oistrict Headquarters whoe, had llVed
~in the area as recently as six days prior. Teams of PF's were attached
to the companies and were able to personally identify VC.and VC.
sympathizers. Although none of the PF's spoke English they were .
prov1ded cards with a working vocabulary of words and phrases printed
in both English and Vietnamese,  The [F's had only to peint to the
word and the communication problem was greatly reduced, All captives
were interrogated by the CI team at the Battalion CP and a good deal
of information of immediate tactical value was acquired., Tt is
strongly recommended that such teams be attached for all future battalion _
. operations, . o R

(2) The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines suffers a serious. shortage
of interpreters for both combat operations and daily routine within
the TAOR. Two interpreters are presently assigned for_duty, it-is.
felt that requirement for five exists: one w1th each rifle

and one at battalion headquarters. o S I
¢, Iraining

(1) Training for the month of September was limlted because. .
of operational commitments of this organization. Instructlon and
practical application was conducted in field sanitaticn, scouting and
patrolling, map reading, field fortifications and mines. and booby:
traps. Thirty personnel attended a two day Land Mines, ‘Booby Traps .
and Demolitions Course conducted by the 1st Engineer Battalion. A

. one week orientation course for newly ,jo;l.nel personnel is being pre-
pared and will soon be 1n1t1ated o .

d. Special Operatlon§

(1) Special operations consisted of operation NAPA, a twe
battalion search and destroy operation conducted to disrupt VC
activities in-an arca northwest of Tam Ky, In addition a company=-
size five day search and clear operation was conducted in the south-
eastern sector of the:3rd .Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR.. A two day.’
"Rough Rider" operation from Chu Lai to .Danang was also conducted
ut.111z1nb one company for convoy securlty. e :

e. Artlllegx Suggort _
(1) The time period 1=§ September was utilized to select and

4
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prepare artillery OP's within the Ti0R, set up the F3CC, and to prepare
a list of H and I fires and nlbkt defensive concertrations.

(2) On 4 September the Battalion displaced to Tam Ky to prepare
for Operation NAPA, Battery E, 2nd Battalion, 1lth Marines was in
direct support of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines until 7 September on which
date they were replaced by Battery F, 2nd Battalion, 11th Marines for
the duration of the operation.

(3) On 28 September a platoon of 4,2" mortars were attached to
the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines and were commarried by 1st Lt G, B. NEWBILL, o

(4) On 20 September 2nd Lieutenants CLARK, CRANSTON and MINIHAN
were assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine as forward observers,

(5) On 21 September Battery H, 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines was
assigned to support Company M during a five day clearing operation .
within the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR.

g. Logistics

(1) Supply

(a) During the early part of the month Battalion Supply -
completed a physical inventory. Resupply during Operation NAPA was
accorplished from the Logistical Support Area at Ky Ha.

(2) Mzintenance

(a). Durlng the entire month supplies and equlpment were
maintained in an’excellent state of rc¢adiness. The only piece of
equipment that was on deadline for over 15 days was one mule (M274).

(b)’ A thorough check of battalion organic weapons found
approximately (8%) of the M-14 rifles in need of repair. Cracked rifle
stocks, accounted for. the vast majority of required repairs, are
difficult to repalce due to a shortage in the supply system. .

(3) Medical

. (a) Malaria continues to be a major health hazard to American
military personnel in the Republic of Vietnam. Ten new cases of malaria
had been diagnosed this month in the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines; this
compares favorably with the overall incident among military personnel
in South Vietnam, All cases of malaria thus far have been the Plasmodium
Falciparum variety which is resistant to malaria prephalaxis (chloriquine
Primiquine), Continued emphasis on all measures of malaria prevention
(including screening of living spaces, the use of mosquito netting in
garrison, and adequate use of mosquiteo repellent in the field) is made.

L ;'- . ) 0 L.
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(b) The indoctrination of replacerents will- include sub- . -
jects of medical importance such as self and buddy aid and sanitation -
and hygiene in the tropics,

h. Combat A:Lr Supp_ort

(1) During September 1966 the 3rd Battalion, Sth Marlnes had
light air support requirements, Du.rlng Operation NAPA 5-—15 September
the following air support was used::

(&) Fixed wingsupport: A flight of two A—L's was scrambled
from Chu Lai and employed against a VC machine gun positicn, The o
flight was controlled by a Forward Air Controller. Target. covera‘s_,e was .
good with an estlmated two Ve KBA. :

{b) Rotary gun shlps. Two fllghts of two pla.nes each were
enployed on two dlfferent. occasions against enemy snlpers. In both
. J.nsta.nces area coverage was excellent, . R

(c) Fixed wing observatlon Spotter a:.rcraft were iused for
reconnaissance and were avallable for use as Tactlcal Air Co' ~cllers
(Airborne)., S , , 2

(2) Hel:.copter medical evacuatlon fllghts dur:.ng September
were requested by HST and the Tactical Air Control Party ‘was not
directly invclved. Evacuation of the wounded was generally acComMme=
plished expeditiously, as an example, one man was cvacuated within
seven minutes after a med-evac request was swbmitteds Unfortunately,
however, cne mortally wounded Marine was not:evacuated until thirty-
five ninutes after an emergency request was subm:n.tted.

(e) Resupply was acccmpllshed by UH—BL hellcopters.

. (£) ¥ixed wing transports were not used during September.

i, Civil Affairs/Civic Ac¢tion ™

(1) Tst Lieutenant D. N. T. PERKINS USMC, was assigned primary
duty as Civil Affairs Officer, Sgt. T. M. SIMPLER was assigned as the
Civil Affairs NCO, LCpl R. M. WEEER was assigned to. the S5 Section as
clerk typist.

(2) During Operation NAPA, a total of 129 refligees were
evacuated from the battalion area of operatlon. The refugecs were

transperted with their personal belongings v1a marine hellcopters to
the refugee ce’xter ab Tam Ky.

(3) on 14 September the Civil Affairs Officer met with the
district chief, Vietnamese Captain GIOI; the political organization and
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the needs of the district were 2iscussct in detail and will form a
basis for future efforts, ’ '

4. CHRONCLOGY OF EVENTS

L Sept 1966 - Lieutenant General Victor H. KRUL/K, Cormanding
"General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific, visited the
Third Battallon, Fifth Marines Command -Post and
attended church services,

5 Sept 1966 - 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Commenced Operation NAPA.

9 Sept 1966 -~ Major General Lewis J. FIELDS, Commanding General,
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF, visited the 3rd
- Battalion, 5th Marines Command Post in the field
Juring Operaticn NAPA,

11 Sept 1966 - Lieutenant General Lewis W. WALT, Cormanding General
. - ., 1II Marine /mphibious Force, visited the 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines in the field.

14, Sept 1966 - Brigadier General William A. STILES, Assistant
- Division Commander, visited in the field.

15 Sept 1966 - 3rd Battalicn, 5th Marines terminated Operatlon
NhPl’i.

17 Sept 1966 - Major General Lewis J, FIELDS, Commanding General,
1st HMarine Division (Rein) FMF and Colonel Charles
F. WIDDECKE, Coumranding Offlcer, 5th Marines, visited
a formation of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines to
present promotion warrants, Company L, 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines was placed under the Operational Control
of 1st Battalion, 7th Marines.

20 Sept 1966 - Company I placed on alert status.
21 Sept 1966 - Company M commenced a 5-day search and clear oper-
ation in the southeastern sector of the 3rd Battallon,

5th Marines TAOR.

2L Sept 1966 - Major Paul M. JOHNSTON assumed duties as Battalion
S5-3 officer vice Capt Hans S. HAUPT to Staff Secretary,

25 Sept 1966 -~ Company I off alert status.

26 Sept 1966 - Company K conducted "Rough Rider" convoy escort to
- Da.na.l’le,.

]
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~26 Sept 1966 -

27 Sept 1966 ~

-

Major General Lewis J. FIELDS, Commanding General,

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF payed a farewell

visit to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines and presented
awards, Company M returned from a 5-day search and
clear operation in the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR.

Company K returned to 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR
from "Hough Rider" convoy to Danange. Company L

- reveried to the operational control of 3rd Battalion,

28 Sept 1966 -
29 Sept 1966 -

. 30 Sept 1966 -

5th Marines.

Company K and Company M in support of Ist Battalion,
5th Marines for Operation MONTEREY .* ’

Company L provided security for 2nd Battalion, 11th

‘Marines during Operation MONTEREY .%#

Operation MCFTEREY terminated,##¢ Companies K, L
and M reverted to opzrational conmtrol of 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines.

*CO 5th Marines 2723587 Sept66 (S)
*#%C0 5th Marines 2723557 Septéb (S)
#%CG 1st MarDiv Rein 291514Z Septb6 (S)
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Appendix 4 (List ¢f fefcrences).

1. 5th Marines Frag Order 12-66 (Operation EL PASO).
2. 5th Marines Frag Order 13-66 (Oper:tion NAPA).

3. 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Combat After Action Report (Operation
NAPA) dated 21 September 1966, .

4. Comvany M, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Combat After Action Report
dated 21 Sept, 1966

5, 5th Marines message 2723582 Septb6 (S)
6. 5th Marines Frag Order 15-66 (Operation MONTEREY).
7. 1st Marine Division Frag Order 25-66 (Rein Northern ICTZ)

8, CG 1st MarDiv Message 2915142 Sept6é6 (S)
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Appendix B {Deetnent: .tmn)

#15  5th Marines Frag Order 12-66 (Operation EL PiSO). —
#2. 5th Marines Frag Order 13-66 (Operation NAPA).

+ 3, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, Combat After Action Report (Operation
NAaPA) dated 21 September 1965, - .

e~ 4o Company M, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Combat After Action Report
dated 21 Sept 1966,

1/~ 5. 5th Marines Frag Order 15-66 (Operation MONTEREY).

6.~ 1st Marine Division Frag Crder 25-66 (Rein Northern ICTZ)
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