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CONMAND CHRONOLOGY 

, , 

1. ORGANlZATIONALDATA 

, a. Headquarters, Third Battalion, F11't.h Marines, FirSt Karma 
Division (Rein) Fleet. Marine Force. . ' 

(1) Location: Chu La! 

(2) Pe~iod covered: 311601Z Aug66 to 301600Z Sept66 

(3) Lt Col E. J. BRONARS . Commanding Ofticer 
Maj J. T. ELKUSS ~ecat1ve Officer 
2nd Lt B. F. BEGGS. '" 5-1 
Capt J.. M. 500 , 5-2 
Maj P ~ M. JOHNSTON , ~3 
Capt R. W. VORREYER 5-4 

,,1st Lt. D. N. T. PERKINS 5-5 
1 at Lt \01. DYKE, H&s Company COI:'Dander 
1st Lt C.KELLYCompany I Commander' 
Capt R. E.MARESCO Company KCol!lmander 
Capt R. P.TATtlM ConpanyL Commander 
Ca.pt lJ. D. PETTENGILL Company M C6cim.ander 

2. COMMANDER'S NARRATIVE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENl'S 

a. On 4 September 1966 Lieutenant ~rwrn.l Victor H. 'Kt1ULAK ~ 
manding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacil'ic '::~sited the 3rd Batlalion, 
5th Marines TAOR and a.ttended divine worship. The same day the 
Battalion (-) (Rein) departed the, TAOR and moved by truck convoy to 
Tam Ky ,in Pl'eparation for Operation NAPA., This operation, which in­
it;ially employed two battalions, of the 5th l1,a.rines) 'commenced on 5 
September in the area just northwest 9f Tam 'Ky. The 1st Battalion, 5th 
Marines ph~sed out on 7 September; t}:le 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
continued on the search and destroy opera~ion Until it was succesefull.y 
tertl1nated on 15 September. (For complete account see3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines Combat After Action Report for Operation NAPA dated 21 
Septem.lJer 1966). " ' . 

b. During Operation NAPA the3rd Ba.t,t~ion, 5th Marines was visited 
in the field by Lieut.enant ,General Lewis W,. \vALT, ComnandUig General, 

III Marine Amphipious Force'arid..Major General LewisJ. FIELDS, Coin-' 
mnding General, 1st Marine 'DiVision (Rein) FMF and Brigadier Geileral 
William A. STILES, Assistant Division Commander. ',' 

c. On 17 September Major General. Lewis J. FIELDS, Ccimna.nding 
General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) 00; accompanied by Colonel Charles 
F. WIDDECKE, Commanding Of.ficer, 5th Marines mer~01"i0u31..ypromoted 
deserving Marines at a fonnation held at the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
Command Post • 
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d;- Fro~ 21 September to 26 Sept8T:Lr C,..:;mpany H (Rein) conducted 

search an:\. clear oper.?tion in the 501...:t,~:e",stern sector of the 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marllles TAOR. (For completo account see CompanyM, 
3rd Battalion, 5th Harmes A.fter J~ction B.eport). 

-
e. On 26 September 1966 Major General Lewis J. FIELDS, Commandine 

General" 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF payed a farewell visit to the 
3rd B3.ttalion, 5th Marines. l-iedals were awarded on this occasion to 
deserving p~rsoru1el for heroisu displayed on the field of battle during 
previous operations. 

f. During the m.onth of September several operational commitments 
w~re assumed by the Jrd. Dattalion, 5th r·hrines. The 3rd futtalion, 
5th Harines (-) (dein) participated in Operation NAPA from 5-15 . 
September. Company L was placed under the operational control of 
the 7th Marines from 17-27 September. Company M conducted a 5-day 
clearing operation from 21-26 S8ptembor. Company Kfurnished a 
IlRough Ricer" convoy escort to Danang and return during the period 
26-27 September. On 28 September Companies K, Land M were placed 
under operational control of 5th Marines: Companies K and L par-' 
ticipated in Operation HONTEREY; Company M assumed positions within 
the 1 st Battalion, 5th Harines TAOR. These three companies reverted 
to the oper~tional control of the 3rd a~ttalion, 5th Marines on 30 
September. 

-,;. 3. DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF SIGNIFIClllIT EVE!l.TS 

a. Personnel and Administration 

(1) Same personnel changes in both qfficer and enlisted ranks 
occurred during the month of September. Those changes were brought 
about b~' intra-division reassignments and enlisted personnel rotating 
to CONUS for discharge or .release from active duty. These changes 
have not seriously affected the combat efficiency of the Battalion. 
Most personnel changes reflec~ a logical and gradual shift of per­
sonnel with the same _ rotation tour ctate in orc:er to lessen the im­
pact CIt a future date. Present personnel strength is 32 officers 
and ~1 enlisted men; these figures include assigned navy personnel. 

(2) Thirty personnel of the Battalion were meritoriously 
promoted to the next higher ~ra.de in a ceremony conducted on 17 
September 1966 by Hajor General Lewis J. FIELDS, CommanLiing General, 
1 st Marine Division, (Rein) FMF. . 

(3) No major problem aroas in personnel administration have 
been encountered.. 
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b. Intelligence 

( 1) A significant contribution in the area of intelligence was 
made by' a counter-intelligence sub-team a.ttached d~ing ,the Operation 
NAPA, 5-15 September 1966. The team, consisting of two stq.ff sergeants, 
reported with' current "Black'Lists" of VC 'and,vC sympathizers in the 
area of operations. The C1 team, had procured ,the services of 15 
Popular Force ,soldiers from Tam Ky District Headquarters who,h~d lived 

, in the area as recently as six days prior. Teams of PF's llore a.ttached 
to the companies and were able to personally identify VC, and VC ' " . 
sympathizers. Although none of' the PF I s· spoke English they-were 
provided cards with a working vocabulary of words and phrases printed 
in both English and Vietnamese. The I'Fls had only to point to the 
word and the comunication problem was 'greatly reduced. All captives 
were interrogated by the C1 teaIJ at the Battalion CP and a good deal 
of infonnation or immediate'tactical value 'was acquired. It is 
strongly recommended that 'such teams be attached 'for all ,future battalion 
operations. 

(2) The 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines suffers a serious s,hortage 
or interpreters for both combat operations and uaily routine within 
the TAOR. Two interpret(;;rs are presently assigned for. d~ty; it_is, . 
felt that requirement for five exists: one with each t~e company 
and one at battalion headquar.te!s.;' ",~, 

c. Training 

(1) Training for the Llonth of September was limited because 
of operational commitments of this organization. In§,~tuction and 
practical application was conducted in field sanitation, scou.ting and 
patrolling, map reading, rield fortifications and raineS.and bOoQy 
traps. Thirty personnel attended a tWo day Land Mines; 'Eoo_by·'Traps 
and Demolitions Course conducted by the 1 st Engineer Ba.ttalion. A 
one week orientation course for newly joined personnel is being pre­
pared and will soon be initiated. 

d. Special Operations 

(1) Special operations consisted of operation NAPA,a two 
battalion search and destroy operation conducted to disrupt VC 
activities in an area northwest of Tam Ky. In addition a company­
size five day search and cl.ear ,operation was 'c'onducted.in the south­
eastern sector of. the -)reI .. Battalion, 5th Harines TAOH.., A two day, 
"Rough Rider" operation from Chu La! to Danang' was also cond,ucted 
utilizing one company for convoy security. 

e. Artillery Support 

(1) The time perio.l 1 .. J September was utilized to select and •... 
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prepare artillery oPts within t~€ T!~OR, set .up tp-~ FS,CC, and to prepare_ 
a list of H and I fires and night defensive conceptrations. 

(2) On 4 September the, Battalion displaced to Tam Ky to prepare 
for Operation NAPA. Battery E, 2nd Battalipn, 11th Marines was in 
direct support of' Jrd Battalion, ;th 11arines until 7 September on which 
date they were replaced by Batter,y F, 2nd Battalion, 11th,~ines for 
the duration of the operation. 

(3) On 28 September a platoon of 4.2" mortars were attached to 
the 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines and were commaixled by 1 st Lt G. B. NEWBILL. 

,(4) On 20 September 2nd Lieutenants CL.t1RK, CRANSTON and MINnIAN 
were assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine as forward observers. ' 

(5) On 21 September Battery H, 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines was 
assigned to support Company M during a five day clearing operation, 
within the 3rd Battalion, 5th l-larines TJl.OR. 

g. Logistics 

(1) SupplZ 

(a) Duritig the early part of the month Battalion Supply' 
completed a physical inventory. Resupply during Operation NAPA was 
accomplished from the Logistical Support Area at Ky Ha. 

(2) Maintenance 

( a) During, the entire month supplies and equipment were 
maintamed in ,an" excellent state of readiness. The only piece of 
equipment that, was on deadline for over 15 days was one mule (M274). 

(b)' A thorough check 0f battalion organic weapons fOUhd' 
approximately ($%) of the M-.14 rifles in: need of repair. Cracked rifle 
stocks, accounted for the vast majority of required repairs, are 
difficult to repalce due to a shortage in the supply system. 

(3) Medical 

(a) Malaria continues to be a major health hazard to American 
military personnel in the Republic of Vietnam. Ten new cases of malaria 
had been diagnosed this month ,in the 3rd Battalion~ 5th Marines; this 
compares favorably with the overall incident among military personnel 
in South Vietnam. All cases of malaria thus far have been the Plasmodium 
FaJ.ciparum variety which is resistant to malaria prophalaris (chloriquine 
Primiquine). Continued emphasis on all measures of malaria prevention 
(including screening of living spaces, the use of mosquito netting' in 
garrison, and 'adequate use of mosquito repelJent in the field) is made. 
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(b) Theindoctrinat'ion of repl"cetlents will, include sub-, 
jects of medical importance such as self and buddy aid and sanitation 
and hygiene in the tropics. 

h. Combat Air Support 

( 1) During Septem.~r 1966 the 3rd. Bat tallon', 5th Marines had ' 
light air support requirements. During Operation NAPA 5~15 September 
the following air support was used:,' 

(a) Fixed wingsupport: A flight of two A-4 1s was scrsmbled 
from Chu Lai und employed against a VG machine gun position. The : 
flight was controlled by a Forward Air Controller. Target coverage was 
good with an estimated two VC KBA. -

(b) Rotary gun ships: Two, flights of two planes each were 
enployed on two different occasions against enemy snipers. In both 
instances area coverage was' (;XCillent4' 

(c) Fixed wing observa.tion: Spottera.1rcraft ,we~~;i1sed fo~ 
reconnaissance and were available for use as Tactical Air OC)~oller$"_: 
(Airborne).' " "', ,,:,-'" ',-" 

(4) Helicopter medical- eva~ua.tion fli~hts <.hrl,ing September 
were requested' by HST and the Tactical Air Gontrol : Party >wa.s not 
directly involved. Evacuation of the wounded tiaB generally accom­
plished expeditiously, as an example, one man was ovti~lUated i'lithin 
seven minutes after a med-evac request was st:lbndttecfi ,Unfortunately; 
how~ver, one mortally wOunded Marin'e was not; evacuated until thirty-­
five minutes after an emergency request was sul::mitted. -

(e) Resupply was accomplished; by UH-34 helicopters. 

(f) ,It'ixed wing 'transports were not used during September. 

(1) fst Lieutenant D. N. T'. PERKINS USJ.IoIC J was assigned' primary 
duty as Civil Af!airs Officer, Sgt. T-. M. S]}fFLER was assigned as the 
Civil Affairs NCO, LCpl R. ti. HEBER was assigned,to, the 5-5 Section as 
clerk typist. 

(2) During OperationNAPAJ a total of 129 refugees were 
evacuated from the battalion area of operation. The refugeos were 
transported with their personal belongings via marine helicopters to 
the refugee center at Tam Ky. 

.. . . 

(3) On 14 September the CivU Affairs Offlc,er met with the 
district chief, Vietnamese Captain GIOI; the political organization nnd 
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the needs of the district' were clj.scusS(;;~ in :letail and will form a 
basis for future efforts. 

4. CHllDNOLOGY OF EVENTS 

4 Sept 1966 - Lieutenant General Victor H. KRULJIK, Commanding 
Gerieral, Fleet Marine Force Pacific~ visited the 
Third Battalion, Fifth Marines CoinmandPost and 
attended church services o 

5 Sept 1966 - 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Commenced Operation NAPA. 

9 Sept 1966 - Major General Lewis J. FIELDS, Commanding General, 
1 st Marine Division (Rein) FMF, visited the 3rd 

.. Battalion, 5th I-1arines Command Post in the field 
during Operation NAPA. 

11 Sept 1966 - Lieutenant General Lewis W. WALT, Commanding General e 
III11arine JUJ:!phibious Force, visited the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines in the field. 

14 Sept 1966 - Brigadier General William A. STll.ES, Assistant 
Division Commander, visited in the field. 

15 Sept 1966 - 3rd· Battalion, 5th IvIarines terLlinated Operation 
NAPA. 

17 Sept 1966 - Major General Lelds J. FnLDS, Commanding General, 
1 stlhrine Division (R.ein) FMF, and Colonel Charles 
F. WIDDECKE, CGmmanding Officer, 5th lfarines., visited 

a formation of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines to 
present promotion warrants. Company L, 3rd Battalion, 
5th Harines was placed under the Operational Control 
of 1 st Battalion, 7th Marines. 

20 Sept 1966 - Company I placed on alert status. 

21 Sept 1966 - Company }II commenced a 5-day search and clear oper­
ation in the southeastern sector of the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Jr'iarines TAOR. 

24 Sept 1966 - Major Paul M. JOHNSTON assumed duties as Battalion 
S-3 officer vice Capt Hans S. HAUPI' to Staff Secreta.ry. 

25 Sept 1966 - Company I off alert status. 

26 Sept 1966 - Company K conducted "Rough Rider" convoy escort to 
Danang. 
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. 26 Sept 1966 - Najar General LE.;1,vis J. FJ:ELDS, Cor.una.ndine General, 

1st Narine Dj.vision (Rein) fl,1F i->ayed a farewell 
visit to the 3rd Batt.alion, 5th !1arines and presented 
a.wards. Company}II returned from a. 5-day seal'ch and 
clear operation in the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR. 

27 Sept 1966 - Company K returned to 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR 
fro:'Il "Rough Rider" convoy to Danang. Company L 

. rever::'ed to the operational control of 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines. 

28 Sept 1966 - Company K and Coupany M in supfX)rt of 1st Battalion, 
5th Marines for Ope rat i<:ln 'MONTEREY .1~ 

29 Sept 1966 - Company L provid.Gd security for 2nd Battalion, 11 th 
. Narines during Operation MONTEREY .-l'& 

30 Sept 1966 - Operation MCFTEREY termina.ted.*"'* Companies K, L 
and M reverted to op~rationa1 control of 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines. 

*co 5th J.iarines 272358Z Sept66 (S) 
**Co 5th }·iarines 2723,5Z Sept66 (5) 

-lHB'rCG 1st 11arDiv Rein 291514Z 5ept66 (S) 
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AP12endix A J~ist Sif .Elcf~renc£:~ l:: 
1. 5th Marines Frag O~er 12.66 (Operatio~ EL Pf~). 

2. 5th Ma.rines Frag Order 13-66 (Oper.:·~tion NAPA). 

3. 3rd Batt.:'llion, 5th Marines Combat lU'ter Action Report (Operation 
NAPA) dated 21 September 1966. 

4. CoJJ1oany M, 3rd Batt8.lion, 5th Marines Combat After Action Report 
dated 21 Sep~.1966 

5. 5t.h Marines message 272358Z Sept66 (s) 

6. 5th lvIarines Frag Order 15-66 (Operation MONTEREY). 

7. 1st Marine Division Frag Order 25-66 (Rein Northern ICTZ) 

8. CG 1st MarDiv Message 291514Z Sept66 (S) 
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.¥h 5th Narines Frag Order 12-66 (Ol-:eration BL PASO). -

-f2. 5th l'larines Frag Order 13-66 (Operation NAPA). -

-f 3. 3rd Batutlion, 5th Harines, Com.oo.t After Action Report (Operation 
NAP: .. ) dated 21 September 1966. -

rill=" 4. Company M, Jrd Battalion, 5th Marines Combat After Action Report 
dated 21 Sept 1966$ 

./"1 IF 5. 5th 1<Iarine~. FrCl:g Order 15-66 (Operation MONTEREY) • 

6. y 1st Marine Divisior. Frag ('ruer 25-66 (Rein Northern ICTZ) 
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