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a. Headquarters, 'J.'hird Battalion" Fifth ¥18.!'ines, Fi::..~su 11.?.::"ine Division 

(Rein) Fleet Ma:r:i.neForce. 

(2) P&:,:Lcd Cove=8d~ 30l6Cl.Z Sep66 to 310600Z Octt66 

U) I."v;~ol Eo J ~ 3I~C:i'!.lfJ.:~3 
;'\.~:a:j ',] (t l' ~y J:t-:LKIN;-.) 
~::CI.'iL,t B,~ J ';' BEGGS 
OJ c::fj ~'.. I\Ie SIYJS 
i,raj P. M~ JOHNS TeN 
(;a.l~·': IJ,r.r ~\T r; \i()?:.pJ.rfER 
"~.,:)tT./.::, !>~. ~"~ ~ ',::l", ~~?~T~::'(=f~T:·~~ 

:L~t::·~·;~! lr~ r j~~~~.':: 
lstJ.Jt J ~ E~~;:;~~;l 
G~·:T.J·S rL~, ~'-" ~·~)~.I;.~~;:~~·.:C· 

I"; \;?\; ~(~ ::.. T.<~;:rr.}.~~[ 
(~::}~t: :q~, :::::j P~,,~I.~-.:1'Z'·;·G·:!:I,;IJ 

GO":1lTlsnd:i.ng Offj.cer 
.E~ec'.:<t,i ve Officer 
::;~,1 

S-?. 

S-,I.:, 
,"1 ,..I 
,J-':;J 

H~cS C)Fl:Jany C O!11l:l&'1o.e:r 
r;O!l!pany I Oomma;~,c\er 

;~: ;..,~rr~nny K CQ;;m.22'.o.er 

.. a. On 29 Septembel' 1966 the 3rd Is":.·t,c,l~l.~,{~" ,~th ~';fXine3 T.AQR was e.xpand-
·'-·ed·'to incJ.ude the area p~~ev.iQusly COI~;':::·Q::..J.9", (:~, ':.11e 2nd Batt,?'J.,ion, 5th har­

ines. The Ba·t.talion Command Post I:E.b d::;_:,~..:13.c311 '~O the CP formerly occupied 
by the 2nd Battalion to facili tats ~C"Li!&nC', ~:.;:;:d cot;2trol throughout. expa'1ded 
area of responsibilit:~~ One rifle GG':r;.,3. •• Y and a detachment of H&S Company 
from the 2nd Battalion, ;:'th M1!,j.!'!.eS'J::;r8 placed. unc:.e1~ the operational oon­
trol of the 3rd Battalion) 5th Ma~ine;:0 In ordE;l' t8 effectively control 
the enlarged area, assigned forces llle;'e relocatsd and operational activi­
ties Were revised~ 

b. DUr:i.ng 'the mo~t,h of October, ·the 3rd Batt8:io~:~ 5th Marines con-
, ducted 4 company-size search and destroy ope:.~at:l.ons, 3 tlRough' Rider" con­

voy escort operations to Quang Ngai a'"ld Dinh Son, aYlc1 placed one company 
under the operational contra::" of the 1st Battalio!l. St.h Karines during 
Operation DOVER!! In addition, ·the Division J..lert, Company .• Company EJ 
conducted one alert mission to protect a downed helicop·l:ier north of Tam 
Ky and another r.J.ission to investigate a beaChed traHler near Tap! Kyo 
Company M and a Command Group were assigned to the Chu Lai Defense Com­
mand during the month of October. 

c. Operation GOLDEN FLEECE 5-3 was conducted for a period of three 
weeks in widely separated areas ~Jithin the TAOR. Companies I, K and L., 
augnented with Popular Forces 1 provided security for the harvesters in 
the Thanh tW Trung, Tien Xuan and Long Phu areas. Only a single incident 
of Viet Cong interfere.nee occU!°red.. Extensi va combined Um~C/PF patrols 
and ambushes were conducted in support of the ~NLDEN FLEEC~~ operation. 
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- 4 ijOO~1 1" 'lirf~~! 
. ""-'1-1'" 4r~~~·1't!~.i;:::~_·~ 

d~ A highly effective :;!jJ.:D::;,·,:'~_';,?;i~:»):: :.:'::");'~':<',.J1 was i..l'lstituted r.luring 
the ID.onth of Octobel~ f0I.~ ~t;:.:5v.,_·lIl,~J_ ",':;0 ·t~:·.r,~ 2r.ld :?Jl~l 3rd Bat.tallbns of the 
5th Narines" The p-rogr2m ir.cJ.:dec~ :;:a~:Llie..riz2~t:l.on firil.'lg of all infantry 
weap;ms; a t .... iO-·da:r r.lines and booby t2'<3..ps cour&e; the use of supporting 

.; ~fI~.c t.o i."lcJ.ude procedu>~'es for rea1Jestj.!'!g ~nd d5recting Ei",)SJ.O::J...9 ~ thr'Ough 
';:j:-,SZ~"';~}·:5~,~i.'l:9.t:'() .. rl li2 rt:..J.s~g o.f 8n~go~(~rt Er..~1d ,ot-l1 .. ar pcrt~.:d.te.l'2t 3r~.b,Jtjc~t,a pGCili10ar 

to V:'i.et~n::;.;: hi;:.torir.:alJ cultural cmcl ethnoJ.og~!.~~l background relative to 
Sou-t,h Vteh1ClJ_. (jY8I:' 200 ,:leY! ·"ere proc8S,38C:. throug~1 the cou:::'s~ during the 
nl0nth oJ' i]·:!tc ~.:;\::'r·'v 

e" ~JG:::.i.cl8:r."E,blr; "3i':?ort. 'Ne-,S (;XJ::C;3Clci:aJ. o~) '~r;I-:'Ov~l.ng :positions throughout 
the TAO:!," :..>n<L;{ lc(;e.t.:.d '>Dr]::S!' po:,~itj.ons '[rT'2):'8 elirn:i.n.l1ted ,.;hile others 
wer'e adc.,,;;, J. tc' p:,~c)'f,rj.cl~; bE:,;t~GY' (;o\;·,)r2.~~·:(-;.) S·3J_ecte~r:1. pcsttions vJ\;:re iIJproved 
and :::-e:L::1I"or::;ud tn if.'Lthst2.~Ki. the hea-'''',jr r",ins e:-:l)Gcted durLl1t; tho monsoon e" 
season.; tactic-a::. dE:ftms1YD yireW-E.5 ililp:.:oved e:Kl aU[,'TIentec1 to si[nificantly 
strength p05',:;'ti:);:-,s,o The :.lJt:i:ns,te ~oal of ~:..hi,,> e':fort is to al.i.ow the 
necessar:- d"o.~·G::.0i",;-·:: ':~os:it:;_::r";: 'GO :,)0 ills,nl'1ed b~T :. :ni.rd.llt.1JIl of personne.l .. 
thus releas:':J:1!; ti:8 ;:,.s.:":::::JJJ'~. ;:t'.l.:·"bo::' of pel~SOnnG:} tor cffol'lE:i'T8 opere.tions 
within and ,)I)t::;j,d3 ,,~. "~::;,:;; 'I'~lC':~o 

(J.) At the bo[;i:1j1:1.i'l:? of ·::'::.fJ !:Kn-l-b of Oci:ober' there were 32 11arine 
Office:rs End ieOl e:112.5;:8c'.. i,112.1'J.nes c£x:::-j_ed 0;: t.he rolls; these figures 
change.d by tIle end of ti1e !!tol"l~vh of 3-:. \~··~I=Lc2.:. s ;'~j.d =-.Or?2 enlisted !'liCYl e Thp. 
b3.t.talio:J. lla.s .1.. short.,::.qe o:f Lieu:cs.n.::.:?:lt[,3 \~~~3C;2 an::l ·):E' e.n~Liat,ed P'3!:"so:'x:e~:_ ::'xl 

MOS~s 2533 end 35l6~ ~ 

(2) Tl'1e a·'-lth;)):'j.3~cl mc~.T1~_\}?, l~T;L 6.:'~:::C!':lX)T8."is Olyl Lance COI'pll.'?ls 
vle.S reachecl as a l'8sult of -t,hs ~;.·i..J.:1.1~t\.:I·J_~r };)!·o~.rl8t.:1F'L.~ :::;!cJ .. e conb"!J.8ncl!:g J_ Oct-­
o_ber 1.966" 

'i.:...! .• : .J.'.:.. I 

b{) In~c.e~1')-i£.~n..~..f:c ?he m02 Jc. sJ .. gnific:J.:rrG c.C'1:.j.:v·:\.:t.y o!.' -t,r. .. e S~3 section 
during this month Nas U:e uti.l:Lz<':-l:.ion of th'3 T3~·.tt8.l.i.on 3,-·2 scouts to man 
reco:maj_s8,3,.."lCe ol':,5CH'vD,':,ion po:s'cs/radio re137 st,/~ ~on.:3 ~.-vithin the Battalion 
Tl:..03.,J The scou-ts 21""6 -:-:'~('c~i:nGd ~T! Ob3F::r:~1r.::·:~irJ:n -~ . .:.·;c.bn.i~}ll'~S an.cl ~rFj capable of 
di:::-e cting ari:,ii,ler:r f:'..:'.'(J" 

(1) 'l'rain:i.;1g fer H_lE :'iorrt:.h o!: Octo be:' ',;'3.8 ::i.i.IiLti:,e;J_ beca:1c,e of op­
erational c01Xllitli18nts" UnitE' cleplo;red th..roug;1:'!Olit the TAOS. ],I[ere able to 
conduct training at t.he plator,m level, and to lesser de8'ree, at the 
company level. 

(2) 'I\ro t:coop ~Ll'ldoctr:'nati0:::::' :,~ycles ivere conj1:,ctec. from 17 to 21 
Cr;:'ober and from 2h ~:.o 23 Octob8I' f@E' 20() IC:3-.dy join'3d personnel of the 
2nd aDd 3rd Bat,talions~ Inst!"ucti01.1 covered pa'tinent ga."leral 5nformation; 
h2.ndling of money; 1:'1).135 of engac:e:nenL~, tr-eatl'llEnC 0f PCt'fi.s3 history" relj.f:­
ion and customs of Vietn&"lI; pc;rsonal h}rgiene?J,c,i\:rA,{;.;:rY:R'~~.on,~ ;:;ollllll1.mic2.tions; 
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land mi..'I1es, booby t,,:,aps <,.n(l:~,-«~.~:,_.,~t~:": ~ ).:':).\l.~t of ambushes and patrol­
ling.; FO P!~O c-eul.; .. res a.1C: f a~I:=: .12.. ::.[ ~;_ ~ b t:~ C:( l .J. ... ;_.~"it~. ~:~ :.J 

(J} l?i-:jo persor.neJ. 3.t,tf~nded. a O.:1e ",,·rl f"1L.I.'(l_"_ :~:O~.:'7JSe in Vietnarr:f';se 
13.::.gL1age 'i.r;~~, .. ;c::':,rJ.G on. Ok:tl1.q~,'Va.; Ol~:3 of:j./~ot' at,ot,8LC:6cl a ·tl1~e e"~'w9(:lc J£~~lt:n~n:lca-
1::ion c.cJu:t\~e [irr 0kj.~'J,;:rl;'1.9,; an er:J .. isted !'i1D:J. :~"t,';:dJ11d(3Cl a one-'Tr~.:381.~~ I.tE-:·gp,l C]~erl: 
EjC~10C:j. j.~~ l;~lS.~.~.g(: 

r:'l ::·t.jJj.~2,t:'Lon c.r ~J.~t,i:U_j::-·~· in s'...lP:nn.r"t of thl3 TAOH is reflected 
b~T t.tie :t~:,.~ .. L ·~:-/~~.:~J.6 3"~E,,;;}.·~;..f;'·~j::~c;:) ~ 

:::::) ~;;~=:._':".:::()''- GG:~o,:".:::y.:t15 U'::128 1,;8~~e '~"3:J81'8d 011 2 o~caSic':l~ by 155mm 
hOv-j:.tZiG.'.':;.; ;:.;, t·c-:-,a';,,':,r ::;'.:)) r'-itlr<s ;~e:r.'a 8Y,-P8m;,.F.;:_i c. 

(3) .:lC,:::' rou:::1d.s ·~']~.:r(~; s}~2l""!_d.2·2 ,,::::.r:~"~~.r:~~ '~f1_~~~e3 fi~e ~j.S3j.ons ~::tga:~.nst 
'o:Y" ·S~l.'c(:.;e :L'~1"~~3:~lj.,st::· l ~~ 8 :.~:spc' rts j !'e.8u.l"~!s - 2 1iIli. 

\/h~1 A CD11·r"'\·~.r:-·~rr,··"",'YYI._l"'\-:"ti·."':l.-.,.· D .. -.",."l.-r'J"' r.'·.:: .. ,'l.,~_·1.:;:·;.·,,·.'.r_.t~Z nf T'\'~'''''p1'''''''''''11~'-'1 CU ... 9'\· .... ::-tj""-+-Yt ':'l.I...;f""l...-,M • • ...&,.;..J,. .... __ ~i'...J ...... c.:. ._ _.... . • __ • _ ::... l._ ~ ...... \_~._ ..:..o_~ ,........ ..~, .. 'i: •• ~I..; ..... '" •• tI,.;,..,.....-J,.l.~, 

U\'as d8"\re~~opgd cG1cl put irrto ef£8Gt:~ 

(6) Second LiE.'uten;-mt Jo:,;] C, l{-:!JAHlLN 8S~;uIT'.::;d duties a~ Batto1lion 
Jlrt~,-l1e:ry Liaison Officer on 16 ODt.ober J,966 "'""'(;': f~~st LJ,eutenant Paul 
C()N?:H:LL 7 

(1) ~;:';J.,:.i"a.~~.()n of eir sllppOr"ij dur:Lnc~ t i1e J"9pO!'t~_:lg period is 
best il:!'ust:::'2"t3d D'S' the folliw:'ng eta'~ist,ics~ 

(a) Total. re(Juestp - 600 

(b) Total requests filled 1.~3" 

.1 Troop lifts 10". 

~".!If.""t"'" o;;:)rf.~"'~"""""""""'_"_"""_._'~ 
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lillVI:J 
~:~L '\rlJ .. :; ... an o 

TOTAL (I 

"'? 
--0 

:.. ..... 

~j 

o 
o 

... .. ~ 

-cr 

• 

-, 
.)0 

16 

----~,I~-_ ----

(1) Genera.:!.." TD effective:i..y support C:f:era'~:iGnl3 throughout the 
expend.ed 'E.A.6~G-:f .. rwas ne'~e.ssar..v tc maintain a logistical and transporta­
tion capa1:;i.l:;:~y at both the i'Oj:''W3n1. and rear Command Posts& The s-t( 
,section, MotoI' Tl'2nspo:;.:·~ Se:::tior. and 'che Supply Section performed effect­
i-vely under -these circnmst2..'1C63.; no significant difficulties were encoun­
tered" 
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(2) Supply 

.. ....-r-......::.~_,. 

(a) SU::;i',orthlg :j:~<.-:.c:,j:cL:s ':"";:'O~8 l'rm,:, ti.10 ~idely. separated 
supply dumps pOGed. no Sel'~_(mS proole:1ls. ;:'Or.1€.CJ.ff':LCU..:..ty, hO'i-leV'er, 'Was 
encountered in. rX'ocu':'irg ce:r-t,a:;:..:; .supplies .~() support r.rAOR ac"ti vi. tie s .. 

1 T1l8 improvem8~~/:; cf ,.J.C!·";'lsi7i; p03itions .v-las hampeI.'ed 
initially b:r the··u,:"'::,rv?ilD.bHity or' COIl;7.'3::-.""t;ina ~.d_T.e~ This cOJ;ldition waS 
basically e'l:~_Yli:~:t,~,it~;,.::. 'In 15 Octr'ha:r.' >,d1.en a large shipment of concertina 
was received b~rGhi) fleet :'~ogi8t:~C3 Support Group Alia .. 

3. ['A :"36 ~::atterie;:: i13ye continued to be in short supply. 
Operational cGmrn:jj:.mc:2(,5; a t.i:.j.~wc: s ,. are barely met ar..d stockage levels 
were practically :l:·'id:".:is-t·acl'G v JJ:.::i.(:; s:Lt.ua.t,ion h&s not improved ~ignifi-
'cantly and will P:!.~~·!~;t~}:,l:.l' I~~~71~{.i..T~ ,~ .. I""~~c:1;~~c:~m are·9. in -the fut.l" .. !'e.,. 

:3 .inJf:·::;, ::".:;:~:.:~J-::;.~':, m:.-,r:t. L) c'~nsiriered to be in critical­
ly short· sU:;;:02'Y0 :::t,[:",,-: ·!~:'.:;2::;!?).:;_y ':':'2('3:1 ur.c;:j;.~i,iJ.",bJ_e in the supply system~ 
I t is expec.t-t3ci. -&!".c~ .. ;-~ ~:_\j~ "t::iI:2~ ).~C.>lu: y~~::.c~·:-:~:-:t.:,3 1i'~~~L ~_ ~l .:,:: ~~ '2: :'i J_J .. ed~ 

(3) Na~.:r:":';G~;= .. .::'> .. -- ';:118 ~'ot, r;::' 'i:'::' "r,,;:; [,~:~''l:- , C GiG,.,1 ::,:~-'~ a"Gi on a nd Ordnance 
sections hav:e··l~a:C':?:b.{:·l(./ '\c~"J" Gff;~ct:::Te i:1':l~.!:·~.'~.,'\;mce i-::-og:::'ams t~r ... ich have 
emphasized prev'8m;:~.\."-(;; ~·;, .. ::':;"ll'::',:n~::~':;8;; &::! 2, I;;~'~:\::: 2'i;'1encc:; (:of-,,~J.j,ned ecp,ipment 
has been kept to a.a .~1.bsc:l·L:t:3 In:~~=~lill.:;.'::Ev ~~\rlG 1~:2'?L!. 2nd 01:e tJIL~2.2J\1 r\9;;resent. 
the equipment -whic!). '::::,5 <',J'C:::l1. en S~2;..-:Q,2.: . .}'.s for a period in e..xcoss of 15 d",ys. 
Both pieces of e.qd.pme:c<c, "<!.i~ c'h:;.?',<J::...c,;;,' .. :t:o!,9.:"':::ing pa:r:-Gs .. 

(1) lhu. .. .,...~:"l ('J 1'" (,:)".,O .. vl.'t.L .:.;.....,..,. ·~,<~.~.L·-,·.:." 
- .J,.I .. ..J~"'6 - '-'0,c- .~ ! ....... .l.c::." ~../ ... 

ly eA-panded i t,s FlGdCap'::'.d/l.\G .. t::'e E' ;: 

were treated. 

":.::'8 B3tt,e\'ii<:'I":;, 5t,h Mar5,nes :g:reat-
c.' : .. ~~~' .s.~2'?0 lile:l: 1"tD'11l~n~ an.ct ch:~ld..ren 

(2) On 2~ S8ptsi1lbe;~ 196':".?;,'~c; !3~:;::.a:.ion iJcnTliT"md.e.~·~ 8-?~ 8-5" 
Chaplain and l'iedical Of fic3:'~ a'jte::Jt~'} t.he ~f·:,d-['1:'::":.1';:;' F,;;::,,);.:l.'J.::.l ::.'::' ~,c- .::18 

Phu (l)e The HalYllet. Chief G::i.,'3":';ribF-f,sd -(,o:-c.> CF.t:::.~':, ('·:O-:::>.::~85~ soft (Vin!{s 
and soap to the BenOG).. cl1ild:"en 1'(~D ~:;cjr··~:~ciP<.:i·\3(. :ir: ·ijte. fe8"~i'(l".?J.o 

(3) The GOLDEN YLEEGE0peration COClcluc-ced -1·;4_'~hj,n the TA8R provid­
ed sec'lrity to the harve3ters and al101"ed 1:;3 i:,fJTliS d rice; to b9 hc:rvested 
without. Vie~~· CO!).g ;.!1terf'erence. Sec'.1rity was p.'!.'cvi,ia·::;', by integrating Pop­
ula~~ F01"c!Js ;·,:;.~1 Hax'ines; the spiX'i t of C oopeJ:at.:ioJ:). betw:'Jen the Popular 
Forces a"1d lr.c:.;~i::.1es was noteworthy_ 

(\·h.~) Un 5 Oct.o~e:r_ lC!Sf. e1 ,.\,"':'1 r:?",;'l()r]~ ,-+' ~."i"·1·:" "0"'8 Ci"lC'tr~'bu'ted -'"~:J ....L.'V 'Y.i"_ bCt--... -' ... I.... ''' __ 1:-':;1. ...... ,,;..1 if..;,;;:;..... ....:...t.J .J... • 

to the JJis<~,p:i.Q:(j EOBpi-(.al at Khn O~!F: ~1}r. In addi t:i.c;n.~ ei6'ht ba,5ket balls, 
four volley balls, Gnd 1::..000 ba:~s ;f' 'soap H8re distributed to the people 
of ICy Sanh Vj_Uag~;.} 
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(5) 0r.. II Cct.ober 1960., :, ,;,:-·.;·.r(;;1~:.Y.> med.icine campaign 'Was ini tat­

ed in Long F::,1: (1) L,lh8n th:'3EJ l)~Lp;~I.:~e ceese"; '~jeI'G :reported.~ Suspected sour­
ces of the di.p,·na.sc. ~'e:·e SI)r:~·.)r:.'·:~ ',,;:1.'\J:.1 ~tL.6t:Ct.ic~i:de.~ "c,!1e 1y Tin D~~st:tict 
Medical Rt:")-cr8a€L1.7, ::":~j,'V8, ,:{:'l;~".por·clec. h;t f:~edj_c21 ~pc:(":30n:181 f..:."OTl1 'c,he J.st Marine 
Dj.vision Prsv8,:;_;~,r!3 L;edic~~-'-"J SlJct/:·:.C)Z~ nnc~ tte jJ<stta~ion J.\.::':.2 sta-i.:,j,()n3 gave 
lij~~oGulati OIlS to !:1~~~:~. ;.rll1ag~J:L"ts 'C) 

"'.'''')\)'''''0 .,,,//).- -0 '",~- '.~ ~-" ('.')""¥''''nd'''~' S? and ~ r'met .'~_,,,,'.i.. .. , • .i. I;"~'.'.''\''') I:! . .!. ..... ,~ .... _~J-J.,,_.!..~_,. v'.d .... !2.CI._ ,-,...:..) v. .... & ,,-.-:> 
-r-:::L ,tt.. t~::,e .Ky· ~;~:.,/.~~ ~ \-:~~:.l .. :,,::~ge Ci;:~ef.' :):~~ \~-~ :::d;'ll~L~;;J C!r]~iS.t\S of 1~i1g Phu (l) and (2) (P 

i-\~;. :L:S 1,,10 T8 .:,'.c:(;.~~ X,(::,~:~ <::.1C ;l: ...... )~O-<7,~3~1':,~;~r·::j of ~·j!8(:';. c,.1:L :~nG:Ll.i ttes 'Vli thin the vil­
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