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HE!\.DQUlill'l' ERS 
3rd Battalion, 5th jVlarines 

1st fJir\rine Division (Rein) FHF 
FPO"ISan Francisco, Cf1lifornia. 9661J2 

From: Commanding Officer 
'h: Commanding General, 1st :lIl()rine Division (Rein) Fi"iF 
Via: Commanding Officer, 5th i'lprine HegiJnent 

Subj: 3rd. Ba.ttalion, 5th Iv~arines Connn,qnd Chrono1"gy report for period 
of 311601Z Oet66 to 3016002 Nov66 

Ref: (a) Diva 5750.2A 
(b) MCO 5750.2 

Erlel: (;I.)~Cormnand Chronology , 
(2)-I.ppendix "'. (List of References) 

",' -0) vhppendix B (Documentation) 
'-NIl: 

1. The Jrd Betta,lion, 5th Me,rines Command Chronology, consisting of 
Enclosures (1), (2) and (J) is heret.y submitted in ElccoroAllce with 
references (a) 2nd (b). 

'5TH r~AR S&C fiLES 

o O"J4()-{,b I 

f I~ 
UNCL:.SSIFIW UPON rm,iOV<L OF 
~PCLOSURES (1), (2) and (3) 
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"'CO'iViNjJm CHHONOLOGY 

1. OFtGi.NIZ!'.1'ION Di~rn.· 

a.Heedquerters,' Third BC'i:.talion, Fifth Hl"rines, First, }1:~'rlne 
DiTision (Rein) Fleet i"inrine Force. 

. :. 

, " '(1-) LOcA.tion: Ghu Lai, Iiepublic <?f Yietnf'm~ 

(2) 'Period Covered! 31160iz Oct66 to 3016002 Nov66' 

(3) lVlaj .. T ~ 1'.' ELKINS 
~1::, j P.' H. ' tTOHNS'l'ON . 
2ndLt B. F. Wr..C,s 
Cp,pt R. P. TI.':cuM 
C('l,pt~. S. PIPSR, Jr. 
Capt S. S. GV.IZE 
Capt C. KSI),Y 
lstLt E. P. COtITI 
Capt J. ~l. SLvlS' 
Capt h. E. Mt.:r£SCO 
Capt R. '.~. VORB:Y,!:R 
Capt H. D. P:~i'l:8NGILL 

Gomm~ndirig Officer 
ExectitiveOfficer' 
3-1 
5-2 
S-3 , , ;3-4 
5-5 

, H&S' Comp?.ny Commander 
Comp~,ny ~ I 'Connnander 
Company K COIllIMnder' 
Company'L COIUlIk'lnder 
CompAny M CoJriIne.nder 

p. The most significpnt' event for the month of November,wFs the 
find consolidC",tion or the 2nd and 3rd BBttplions, 5th }:wrines TI.OR's 
mlder control of :the Jrd 'Bf,LtEliori, 5th Herines. 'Thehst elements 
of the 2nd Bnttr.:1ion, which consiSved of a detechment of H&S Company' 
and Comptmy E, depE1rted from the 'LOR in h'\te November to join their 
parent',rg?nization at 1.n HoC'. , H&S Comppny of the 3M Bi.i,ttalion 
displaced from the fomer BattFl1ion 'l'f.OR' to the' corisolid4ted· Battalion 
Command Post on the Hill 69 complex. Comp;;my K WEtS rele;;;sed from 
control under the Coo L8i Defense COD1i!kmd to rephce,the 1055 of 
Company Z of the 2nd B~ttPlion in late November., ;.t the end of' 
November '[,,11 units of the Jrd Bpttf':Uon, . 5th HFr:fnes "vere :pg~.in oper-
~ting from combatbF,ses within the exp8.nded TI.OR.. The Jrd Brlttnlion, 

5th l>L?rines continued to provide alert forces for the Gnu Lcd T£:..oR, 
security for the 5:th iYiFlrine Regiment Commllnd POST", a companyf~r the 
Chu Lcd Defense COIlllIlC.nd" security, for convoys, '"nd contingency com-
mitments for theTien Phuoc nnd :Khflm Due SpeCi'llF<:rce~, CAmps. ' 

b. Bec~use of exp1'lnded ~rea commitments durfug thenio~th of 
November no Bi1tt?lion size oper(' . .t,ions we:r:-e: conducted. OperRtions were 
conducted within and without the 3rd,Bnttelion, 5th Hl1.rines TWR 
empio;y'iHg single companies minus or reinforced phtoon';'sizeumts. 
t.dded emphps'is WPcS giveri to ext,ensive pntroHing and improvertient 'Of 
fortifications. ' 
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c. The 3rd B2tt?lion, 5th IV\prines conducted its first County 

FC'ir oper?tion in Nove1Ilber. Due to exp~nded t<",ctical commitments 
elsevlhere pnd the unfamili2.rity of recently as:dgned district of­
fici1=:ls with the objective lo·cctlity, a single I-day oparl1.tion was 
conducted. 'i'he oren chosen was fl. hC'mlet knowh to be symJ)<'1thetic 
to VC operating in the &re.? and one in which there w~.s little or no 
GVN control. Coordination of support for the oper.<lt.ion WCl.S he.nd1ed 
by the 3rd B?ttalion, 5th M!'1rines in cooper;:;tion with and under the 
direction of Ly 'rinDistrict Officials. Full use WA.S lllfIde of Mp.rine 
Corps HZDCf.P fa.cili ties, Vietnamese Cultural Dram?. 'l'eams, Political 
Indoctrination Ctldre cmd Chieu l{oi Teems. The operR .. (,~on netted 11 
VCS of whom District Offici81s determined 5 to be VC. 

3. DEI't.ILSD DSSCRIP'IION OF SIGNIFICl.Nrl' EVENTS 

a. Personnel And Administr~tion 

(1) 'J.he 3rd B."ttplion, 5th lflPrines begi'n the month of November 
with An on rolls st'rength of 30 l<1arine officers and lOSO 'enlisted 
iVIPrines. 'l'he Battalion still continues to h2ve a short?~ge of Lieu­
tencmts 0302, md enlisted Ivl0S 2533 ?nd 3516. The shortAges h2ye 
bclen reported on weekly Personnel Stp.tus Reports. 

(2) This month no enlisted personnel W,3re trr:msfered to the 
1st Bpttalion, 5th M~rines 'in order to help bre~k up rot~tion tour 
dates in l~pril. Replacementshpve reported in to fill the gap. 

(3) !.ddi tion~.l promotion quote s for Corpor;:l cmd Lenee Corpora 1 
helve continued to fill shortrges in these r~mks. 

(4) This org~nizl'.tionhp s experienced no lDR,jor problems. during 
the month in the ::1Te8, of personnel i'ldministr.?tion. 

b. IN'l'1!:LLIG.3NCE. 

(1) The Bp.-tt?.lioI1 SC.outSection w;,s employed with:>. 3-man 
communications detachment P..S em OP/R~1.dio Itehy site in support of 
three tacticial oper;:.tions during the month of November • 

. (2) Enemy activi:ty has primn.rily consisted of the employment 
of mines pnd booby traps, both .?g;'.inst personnel 'md tr~cked vehicles 
'With moderete success. Light sniping activity occurs ?J..most d;:o.ily 
but with minim'1.1 results' to friendly troops. 

(3) 1'here were no confirmed reports of the locetion of major 
anemy units, i.e. r4F Battalionbr large.r, within the 3rd Battr·lion, 
5th Ivlp.rines Tf.OR but gue'~ri1ln 2ctivity of [' hprrassing nature 
continues. 
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- two vc til., three 
,weapons 

c." lRt,INING 
I ' •• 

(irnuri~g the morith of IIlov6rnber four.l-week '.croop· Indoctrination 
.. Courses were conduct eO. for newly jo~ned per$onnel of this cOJIlIIk'lnd. ' t • 
. . tpta1 of 160 men were' processed thro1,1gh the coqrse .P,ersonnel recei v.ed 

.' instruction on the rutes of,. engi-1ge!Ilenr;,. religion, history' "ncr·'customs': 
. Of RVN, communicr:tions', intel1igenc,e,,:NBC, sm"ll, unit t<l,ctics, civic' 

pction, ond .~ 2...:day l,mdmine w~rff\.re; demoJ.i tion's . ~.nd booby trnps 
~ourse conducted by the ,1 st~ngineer Bo.t~alion •.. - " 

. (2rFormaJ .. s~hoo:ls,tr(1ining f~r 'the 'month of, ~Iovernber consisted 
of an f'ttendance. of 6' personnel· :to Vietne.mese L<lnguage Schools in Dl:'n~ng 
end OkinawA,one l\furine to, the Bpsic fl.l1ll!lUnition 'l'echnicil:Cn School in . 
Okinaw<l, "'.nd one Offic,er to the' &:"5/Sector J:.d:v:isorCourse in Saigon." 

, (3)' C;, l-we~k 1/l:Y. ton .vehicle Drivers School wns conducted for 
10 company personn,el by the B.<.)ttr-lion Hotor'irl'ms'port .Phtootl. 

d. Specip.l Operations 

(1) QE..erf'tion.· GoLDEN FL':::;';!:Ci:' 5':'3 :.' 

(a) Operption GOLI):ZI'J FL:;;~£ 5 ... 3terminF.:.:r..ed on4 November', 
1966 I"fter successfully protecting the h?rvest :of over 163 tons of 
rice in the vill['ges of Ky Ch:mh, Ky Khuong, Ky Senh, {'nd Ky Lien.­
Throughout the course of the h?:.rvest senson, three companies este.b­
lished guP.rcthm. posit-ions which secured some 18,000,000 squl'.re 
meters of rice lP,nd. . 

. '(b) Beginning on 9 Oc:tober~ Compcmy Lm;;sisted the har":' 
vesters of Tien Xu."'n HC1miet by providing security from.eo combnt base 
,".top Hill 22 (B'l' 409099). Close linisonwith loc~l-Poplllar Forces' 

" . was mcintl'lined and the 200 harvesters of the hanL!:et·work.'3d in s.<lfety 
uri~il their work was completed on 19 Oct.ober. ';Fifty tons of .rice 
wer:e ~aped. by the h:lrvesters. 

. , . 
(c) Compp,ny K estpblished 1" sim:i:.1inr combat b~se in the 

harnletof· Th!',nh Ny 'I'rung, protecting the. 300 local workers fI'9Jll Viet 
Cong t~:X;".tion. 'I'he rice h2,rvest,conducted with equeol success, ended 
- on 1,7 October witb .:l. tot;:;l of forty..,.five tons gr.;.thered by t~e fArmerS. 

(d) To tresouth, Company I conducted Visurl nndground 
recpnnaissance opeI'?tion in ICy:Lien)VillC'.ge, proVidi,ng'securitY fOr 
3.00 harvesters in Long Phu 2nd fin Thien Hl"mlets: •. This ·operCltion'~ 
terminrted on 4 November with the gathering of 68 tons of rice. " 
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,..,t ...... '2~') .. o~p""'~ ... r-at-.ion COUNTY FAIR 5-8. Operation- COUNTY FAIR 5-8 was 
conducted on ll~ l~ovember 19t5b ina hamlet l~ithin'the 3/5 TAOR known as 
"No Name Village ll • It was a I-day operation and the first of its type 
accomplished by this command. Participating units ,.were Company £i, 3/5; 
Det 11&S Company, 3/5 (S-2 Tm, S-5 'I'm, BAS hed Tm); Dental Team, 5th Har­
ines; 2nd Platoon, Company B, 3rd Amtrac Battalion; Ly Tin District Of­
ficals; District Propaganda 'Team; Chieu Hoi Team; Tam Ky Cultural Drama 
Team and a National Police Detachment. A total of 88 persons were pro­
cessed arrd screened for ID cards. During the operation 11 VCS were ap­
prehended, 5 of whom Here determined by District Officials to be VC. 

(3) Company Operations. Due to the situation of having reduced 
forces allocated throughout the TAOR no Battalion-size operations were 
conducted during the month of November. Two company-size operations .were 
conducted in the RAOR to the west of the 3/5 TllOR. Company i'i conducted 
"Operation HUSTANGII, a company clearing operation, in a sector adjacent ~ 

to the 3/5 TilOR from 8 to 13 November. Upon the termination of this op- ... 
eration Company L commenced t1Operatiorn LONGHORN" which lasted until 18 
N€l'y-ember. Operation LONGHORN was conducted throughout the southwestern -
sector of the 3/5 TAOH and into the RAOR as far south as the Song Tra 
Bong River. COllfl)any I in coordination with blocking forces from the 2nd 
and 4th Batt.alions, 11th harines and 1st Battalion, 5th Narines,conduct-
ed "Operation RANGERII, a I-day clearing operation in the northern corner 
of the 3/5 TAOR on 29 N ovemb er. On 12 November the 3rd Platoon (-) Com-
pany E conducted "Operation ALPINEII in the vicinity of Hill 707 located 
ona ridgeline, spanning the southern TAOR. Artillery fire missions were 
called on freshly constructed' trails in the are{l. '. No enemy con tact. was 
made~ 

(4) Security'F4,ssions. During the month ,of November the 3rd Bat­
talion, 5th Harines prOvided One company for security of an artillery 
battery during Operation DOVER. FAC teams vlere furnished for three oon-- A 
voys to Quang Ngai, and one platoon and one squad (Rein) for two convoys ~ 
to Quang Ngai. . 

(5) Alert Operations. On 22 November Company E provided an alert 
requirement for support ofa unit. of the 1st Battalion, 7th Flarines. Com­
pany E was helilifted into landing zoneS , vicinity BT711972, made a 
thorough search of a peninsula and recovered 4 captured VC weapons. 

e. iq?tillery Support. During the month of November a total Df 3560 
rounds of artillery were fued in support of the 3rd Battalion, 5th l'iar­
ines op'erational area. 3,224 rounds were H&I fires. 259 rounds were 
fire miSSions, the majority of which were the result of intelligence re­
ports. Three helicopter landing zones were prepped with 39 rounds and 
38 rounds of illumination were fir·ed wi thin the TAOR. Counterattack" 
blocking fires .vlere Supplement.ed with the addition of new concentrations 
deeper within the 3rd Ba~talion, 5th l'larines TAOH. 
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(1) During the month of November a total of 462 troops were 
moved, plus 2 ·scout dogs. Included were 2 major company-size lifts, 
numerous liaison trips by the Battalion Commander tbsubordinate units' 
in the field ru!d two reconnaissance flights for operational planning • 

. (2),11 total' of 18,375 pounds of logistics were'moved, the larg­
est of which consisted of a totai of 14,000 pounds which was· moved on 
two separate days due to helicopter availability cCJl1siuerati'ons. Ex­
cellent cooperation from the helicopter pilots was received on this rel­
atively large logistical lift. A total'of 22 tactical requests were 
submitted. -

0) Thirty-eight persons w~re medevaced. There were no undue 
delays ehcount~reSl:and' in two instances. the missions were completed in 
less than 10 minutes. A total of elevenmeclevacrequestswere SUbmitted. 

(4)One'emergency medevac was cancelled after the'helos were air­
borne becaus'6 the 'WIA had died. ! 

(5) Four requests were cancelled due to weather conditions. 

(6) No CAS missi:ons'Were directed by gz:ound FilO'S and no fixed 
wing 'requests were placed this month. ' 

" . (7) It is noted the Battali'onConimander'was : stranded at a sub-
ordinate unitl~. position outside the TAOR for approximately 2 hours due 
to mechanical 'failure 'of a helicopter. The heloS returned to EAG-36 for 
repairs and did not request relief or replacement. 

(1) General. Upon the cieployment of final elements of the 2nd 
Battalion, 5th rillrines, which went smoothly and without difficulty, H&S 
Oompany Headquarters, Battalic)Oilrmory; l'wtor Transport, and! Battalion 
bid Station of t.he 3rd Battalion, '5th l'laI-ines were 'moved t'o . the present' 
OP locati0n. The'mOve.will help ,to reducetransportat±on requests,'re­
duce requirerllents .for mess facHi ties an4' speed reaction' time of S-4 ' 
functions. IJ.though Battalioh Supply is remaining in the former 3/5 
TAOR no difficulty is forseen, providing timely requests are subrriitted 
b;, using units. 

(2), I'!aintenance 

,'." (2) ,Rain and 'tnudcontinue·to cause a maintenance problel-,l 
with vechicles, particularly brakes': and wheel bearings. '. All efforts are 
being utiJ.~zed to ensure proper preventive maintenanceandmaximtim effort 
is being exorted to consolidate .transportation requests. Four (4) lf422Al, 
with drivers are TAD to Task Force X-Ray. This has'subst.·antially limited 
effectiveness in providing required support. tTE;Jsently, one (1) N42211, 
setial: 306619 ~ has been infLSG-B ove!,15 days. . ... ,.. . 

- ...... --~-... ,,, .. -..... ~.-",.~ .. ,-,, ...... . 
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(a) Supporting (2) two ThOR's from one supply dump pOSeS no 
serious probleii1s. However, difficulty has been encountered in procurring 
certain supplies to support ThOR activities. 

1 B.i~-386 and BA-30 batteries continued to be in short sup­
ply. This situation is not improving significantly and will probably 
remain a problem area in the near future. 

2 Insect repellent is still in short supply. It has been 
basically unavailuble in the supply system. No immediate relief from 
this shortage is expect6d. 

3 Inadequate supply of 1'1-14 rifles is a major problem and 
immediate corrective action is necessary. Because of the<,requirement to 
transfer i'larines within the division with their individual weapons and 
the fact that personnel from CONUS report without weapons a shortage has 
resulted. The problem is that weapons are not available from higher 
echelon supply sources at this time. 

h. Civic Action 

(1) l-L;;DCAP activities for the month of November are as follows: 

(a) Hedica1 - hen: 471; 1r>Tom6ll: 604; Children: 1467; Total - 2542. 

(b) Dental - 1'ien: 42; Women: 44; Children: li8; Total - 204. 

(2) During the month of November, English language classes were 
initiated in Ky Khuong village. These classes take place daily at.tbG 
Khuong 1'lY Hamlet School and are attended by approximately fortY~Gight 
children. 

0) One of the major Civic iiction efforts taok place on 14 Nov­
ember in support of Operation COUNTi Fl~H 5-8. During the course of JGl)e 
one day operation, candy, soap, cookies, dolls, sporting goods, school 
supplies, rice, 'GeB,. salt, c,lothing, and magazines were distributed. In 
addition, medical and dental facilities Were established and movies were 
shown utilizing a portable generator. 

(4) On 15 November 196b, the village hospital at Ky-Khuong Village, 
Was officially opened. The hospital was constructed by the Vietnamese' 
people with materials c.btained from Civic action sourc·0s. The hospital 
is now operated solely by Vietnamese Popular Forces PQrsonnel, .whom have 
been trained in modern medical methods by a Battalion Corpsman. l,n aver­
age of ninety-five patients a day :Clre, treated at the facility. 

4. GHRONOLOGY OF EtVB1'JTS 

1 Nov Battalion Staff liaison visit to Tie.n_P..huo,c_.special~,Forces celnp 
to cocrdinate contingency plans. 
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Compa~UL.IL~r.elj:€Vcd:'Company }'l atChu Lai Defense' Command. 

2 Nov Company L relieved Comp~ny I for security of 3/5 rear ,CPo Com­
pany I providGs security for 5th :uarines CPo 

3 Nov Batt.alionStaf'fliaison'visit to Kham· Due Special Forces camp 
t~ coordinate contingency plans. 

'. ' ,. 

4 Nov Termination of Operation GOLDEN 'FLEECE 5-3. 

8Nov Company h COIllltltmced'IlOperation .hUSTiil.\fGn. 

,10Nov 3rd Battalion, 5th Har~ rES and 'elements of the 2nd Battalion, 
5th Hc;>,rines commemorate the 191st birthday of the Unit~d States 
harine Co:rps. 

_ 12 Nov CompmlY L commenced IlOperation LONGHORNI1. 

3rd ?latoon (-), Company E conducted "Operation·ALPINEII. 

13 Nov Company h terminated IIOperation hUSTANGII. 

14 Nov Operation COUNTY FAIR 5-8. 

15 Nov lV~ajor Jim T. ELKINS relieved Lieutenant Colonel Etlward J. BRONARS 
as Commanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion, 5th Narines in cere­
monies at the Battalion Command Post. Lieutenant Colonel BRON.lillS 
was assigned to G-3, Task Force X-Ray. 

New dispensary was dedicated at the Combined Action Company ilKiI 
Headquarters. Province and District Officials and the Execut~ve 
Officer of the 3rd Battalion, 5th harines attended. 

e 16 Nov hajor Paul h. JOHNSTON was assignee:: as Executive Officer of the 
3r.d Battalion, 5th l'larines roSlieving Najor Jim T. ELKINS who 
had assumed duties as Commanding Officer of this command. Cap­
tain Earl S. PIPER, Jr. was aSSigned as Battalion S-3. 

17 Nov Capt James lv1 • SHe relieved Capt Cary KEUI as Commanding Officer 
of Company I. Capt KELLY was assigned as Battalion S-5. . 

lstLt D •. N. T. PERKINS relieVed 2ndLt Gary ChOWELL as Executive 
Of'fic8r of' ,Company I. 2ndLt CROWELL was aSSigned to the Battalion 
S-3 for duty as Liaison Officer. 

18 Nov nOperation LONGHORNII terminated. 

23 Nov Lieutenm1t General Victor H. KRULM\, Commanding General, Fleet 
Narine Force PaCific Visited the 3rd Battalion, 5th harineS Com­
mand Post and interviewed key personnel. 
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25 Nov Detachment H&S Company, 2nd Battalion, 5th hariI'Es deployed. 

Chopped meON 2nd Battalion, 5th l'larines upon arrival at dos­
tination. 

lo6mm RR Platoon, Jrd Battalion, 5th harines, relievGd l06mm RR 
Platoon, 2nd Battalion, 5th harines, as security fer An Tan Bridge. 

27 Nov Company E, 2nd BattaliDn, 5th Harines deployed to juin parent 
org8nization. 

29 Nov Compa.'1Y I ci)nductE;d rrOpuaticn RIJ.,{GER". 

Company K returned to Battalion OP from Chu 1a.i Defense Command. 
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l>FPENDIX A (LIST OF REFEf.FhCES) . 

1. 31'<:1 Battalion, 5th Narines Frag Order 25-66 (Operation HUSTliNG). 

2. 3rd Battalion, 5th JY,arines Frag Order 26-66 (Operation LONGHOllN). 

3. 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines Frag Order 27-66 (OperatiDn i,LPINE). 

4. 3rd Battalion, 5th l"larines Operation Order 26-66 (Operation COUN'r! 
FAIRS-B). . 

5. CO 7th Narine Regiment message 270302Z Nov66 (8) • 

. ·e 

Enclosure (1) 
li-l . 
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APPENDIX B (DOCUi-ili,NTATION) 

1. 3rd Battalion, 5th Harines Frag Order 25-66 (Operation.,WSThNG). 

2. 3rd Bat-talion, 5th 1'1arincs Frag Order 26-66 (Operation LONGHORN). 

3. 3rd Battalion, 5th Narines Frag Order 27-66 (Operation :'lLPINE). 

4. 3rd. Battalion, 5th l'J.arines Frag Order 28-66 (Operation COUNTY- Fi;Jn 5-8). 

5. CO 7th l'.larine Hegiment message 270302Z Nov66 (S). 

Enclosure (2) 
B-1 
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