DECLASSIFIED

- - " SERIAL NO. @ﬂ 93 - 67 4
- | . co of A4~ COPES
. HEADQUARTERS
\ PR "“"‘Brd Battalion, 5th Marines
lf \ @ t Marine Division (Rein) FMF
an Francisco, California 96602

"y
gy

s;@c | 1 March 1967

From; Commanding Officer

To:  Commanding General, 1lst Marine Division (Rein) FI\GF
Via: Commanding Oi‘f:.cer s 5th Marine Regiment

Subj: 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Command Chronology Report for perlod
© 3116017 Jan67 to 2816002 Febb7.

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8
(c) Div0 5750.2B

‘ Encl: V(1) Command Chronology

O
1. The 3rd Battalion, S5th Marines Command Chronology, consisting of en- i
closure (1) is hereby submitted in accordance with references (s), (b), X
and (c). {
- I t “
‘.,._,f" {; } jt &f{'{' Lot gw Pt W ii
D. E. ESSLmGER I
D
xR
T [AAR S48 FILES
. ™
0022667 5
® ) N
CSPY HD. 5 OF ¢ 3
Q
<
N
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; %
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. «
DOD DIR 5200.10 ~0
%

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

e ® ®
% MN@{L&Q%S“F“E@ & 3rd Batimﬁgf}{gfh Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

COWIAND CHRONOL(EY
3116012 Janb7 to 2816002 Feb67

INDEX
Part I - Organization Data
Part JI - Narrative Summary

Part III - Sequential Listing of Significant Events

| UNCLASSIFIED

SECRET

DECLASSIFIED



_,wm@@ @SSHHE@ g

DECLASSIFIED

- ~‘~)-»4—,\ e =

PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL *DATA_

L,

1, DEBIGNKTION

ae
(Rein), Fleet Marlne Force,

2. .

DTAFF OFFICERS

: TITLE

’ Commandlng Off:Lcer
Executive Off:.cer l‘f o
a1 o
S-2
S=3
S;ﬂ;;
S5 |
H&S Company Commandcr
Company | I Commander-.ﬂ. :-
Company K Commander
Company L Commander; '

Company M Commander '

L,

LOCATION L Lo
3116012 Jan67 - 2816002 Feb67

' Gapta C. KELIY

P

K e LT 2

T

NAME

" LtCol. D, E.. ESSLB\IGER

Maa. i, P. WI—ZITE
.- 2ndLt. B,_.,_Bj,_.‘ BEGGS

1stLt, S, E. LINDBLOM

Capts E. 5. . PIPER

e .,‘f.c:apt.. S. s GLAIZE

1stlt. M. D. CAREI .'
Capt. J. M. SIMS |
Capt. R. E. MAEESCO

" Capt, R w‘ vomrm

Capt. J. 13'..1?0;:[{391 R
AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH =~ ‘ ‘

usMc. .. -

35 123

1

2 u
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- OCOUPANCY © . *

23 Deceter 1966 .

'9 December 1966

5 _4pril 1966 -

7 ;Janu'éz"y 1967

16 Novéﬁbér;l9665

19 November 1966,
.“ 17 November 1966 )
L 9'Decembe;s_:r 1966

' 17 Now:rér‘nti);el_'. 1966"{‘ o

16 xFeBi"uai‘j"lQ,éé‘ .
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@ November 1966
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PART 1T
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. PEhSONNEL D ADMINISTRATION

as The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines begaﬁhfhé.month of Februarynﬁith
an on<rolls strength of 30 Marine Officers and 1301 enlisted Marines,
Our current on-board strength is 35 Marine Officers and 123h enlisted
MaI‘lneS . .

b. During the first week of January the turnover in enlisted person-
nel was normal; however in the middle of February 159 personnel were trans-~
ferred to lst Military Poliee Battalion, 7th lMarines, and 1st Marines.
These transfers were initiated on a man-forsman basis. This Battalion
joined 1hl new personnel in conjunction with the mizmaster program, This
leaves approximately 204 total personnel remaining in the battalion with
April RTD'S.

c. The regular promotloﬁ ¢ycle to Corporal and Lance Corporal helped
to alleviate the shortage in Corporals. However, there still exists a
shertage in Sergeants. Composite scores of Corporals eligible for Ser-
geant were submitted to CMC, :

" d. This organizaticn has experienced no major problems during the
month of February in the area cf personnel administration.

2. INTELLIGENCE

a. FPersonnel changes for the month of February included the loss of
the Intelligence Chief and one S=2 scout. Two new scouts joined in the-
third week of the month. The S-2 section at present has no 02's by MOS._

be For the past month, the Battalion S-2 scouts have worked with
the companies in patrolling the TAOR and have handled the intelligence
material for units of the battalion that were invelved in Operation
DESOT0, The scouts are in continuocus training and have attended schools
on the TPS=21l and the trace metal detector during the month.

¢. The utilization of the battalicnfs Kit Carson' scout has proven
quite favorable and will be used in future operations. During the month
of February the Kit Carson was used to speak to the people of several
hamlets within the battalion TAOR which resulted in the apprehension of
four detaineces and the uncovering of some caves and meeting places Wthh
the VC have used. .

d. Inemy activity for the most part has continued to decline durlng
the month of February with the predeminant types of activity still being
line-probing, small-arms harrassing fire and mines and booby traps,

2
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: 'altles for the perlod con51sted of two KIH'S (probable),
five WIA'S (probable), (1) detainees forwarded to 9th ITT, and two civil
defendentsi A$sorted clothing and equipment was turned 1nto the 5~2
which 1ncluded one Small cross-bow and six paper NVA flags. R

3. TRAINING

a. During the month of February, three one-week troop 1ndoctr1natlon
courses were- conducted for newly joined. personnel of this Command. - 4
total of 79 Marines were processed-through the-course.. Perscmnel received
instruction on the rules of engagement, NBC, religions, history and cus-
toms of RVN, communicaticns; intelligence, small unit tactics, small unit
tactics, civic action, and the use of the compass and map reading. Class-
room instruction and famlllarlzatlon flrlng of the M—16E1 rifle. were added
to the syllabus. v s : ‘

. .be Two, three~Gay landmine warfare, booby trap and demolltlons cour-
SeS-WeETe conducted by the 1lst Pngineer Battalicn for 30 personnel of. this
Comfrand, ‘ ‘

S

‘¢. A one-week Mighty Mite driverfs school was conducted from 13¥18
Féebfuary for 12 personnel. :

d.” The following formal schcols in Okinawa "nd Japan were attended

Vletnamese Language ‘
Basic Infantry Weapons Repalr .
Field ereman
.. Bmbarkation::- . : .
"~ Registered Pubs Custodlan
Fleld Radio Operator

‘ he OPERATIONS '

Company M pertlcapated with the 1lst Battallon, 7th Marlnes in
Operatlon TRINITY within the Chu Lai combat area, from 30 January to 1
February 1967..- Upon termination of Operaticn THINITY,-Company M was
heli-lifted to. Duc Pho. (BS 806378) in conaunctlon w1th the 3rd Battalion, .
7th Merines in Operation DESOTO. .After three: wesks -of, slgnlflcant enexy-
contact in the Duc- Pho area, Company M returned to the 3rd Battallon, 5th
Marines combat base. , con L e s -

‘ b. From 5-8 February Companles I, K and L conducted exten51ve long
range patrols in the northwestern and southeastsrn secters of the TACR.
From 25-28 February 1967, Companles L and K patrolled ‘the. uestern and
southeastern sectors of the TAOR, R ‘

L
L

c. During the flrst two weeks of February, Company L prov1ded sg-
urlty for the 3rc Bottallon, 11th Marines cn Oper tlon BIO GRADE -
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] re'laged Company
its pert1c1pat10n 1n Operatlons TRINITI and DESOTO. R

5. ARTILLERI SUPPORT

¥ /-“

R Ammuritlon expendltureiwbl

. . !
(2) 69 rounds HE were f1red 1n unobserved flre mls 1 ns

on 1nte111gence reports. In addltlon, 205 rcunds were flred on

report dated 7 February 1967. .

(3) 13 HE and n:Lne 1llum1nat10n rounds wcre ﬁreo Jin’ three ol‘a—w . .
served fire. mlsslons. : , . . _’ ‘ .

(4) 69 HE and HEVT roynds were fired for one landlng zone prep
fire,

b, During the month, one FO Team was attached to. Company M for part-

icipation in Operation DESOTO. Company M was under the operational cone’
trol of 3rd Bettalion, 7th Marines, The FO team returned to 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines control on 23 February 1967. ... .. R .

6, ALIR SUPPORT - A S

a. During the month of February, 53 personnel were transporteu by
helicopter,

b. There were three llalson/reconnalssance ﬂlghts by the Battallon .
Commander and/or his. staff. - - . S
Ce There wWere no 51gn1ficant cargo movemcnts thls month.

One emergencyhmedevac request was CumplCtEd. . L -

“3

e. Six hellcoptcr requests were cancelled due’ to non—avalllbillty _:;*"‘
of a1rcraft.

Te LOGIbTICS

2. General. The OVerall lOngthS status of the battallon as been
excellent since the last report. No major logistical difficulties have
been encountered. Road condltlans have improved resultlng.ln a greatlY
decreased rate of deadllne vehlcles._ ‘A1 classes of supply are in sat--
isfactory condition except Class IV, Obtaining bunker material has been
dlfflcult‘“although naterials are on requisition, Twenty new strongbacks

have: been con8tructed of which 10 are tin roof buildings, T —
| UN@MSSMEU U
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. Trans &ﬁﬁ‘ fhntor transport is in excellent’ cundltlon. The
malntenance progralm been effective; neverthelsss, some problems exist

in obtaining certain spare parts, At present five veh;cles are deadllned
due to a lack of spare parts,

c. Supply. The procurement of 782 gear reportcd last month a8 a -
problem area, has been resolved, Body armor and weapons are now in ade-
quate supply. There is no major problem: area in supply. Battalion Supply
is in the précess of moving to Hill 69 fram H111 L9. This move will be
completed by 2 March 1967 . .

8‘. CIVIC .uCTION

a. During the month of Bebrugry 5,400 Vlctnamese were treated in the
Villages of Ky Lien, Ky Khuong, and Ky Sanh., Three PF's completed a med-
ical treatment trﬂlnlng course;. .while two cther PF's -are currently under-
going a refresher caurse at. the Ky Khuong Medlcal Facility.

b. A new medical dlspensary was completed in Long Phu (1) This dis-
pensary, ths dimensions of whieh arée 16 ft x 35 ft., was built by the
people of Long P {1) and Long Phu (2) hamlets. Materials and sufficient
tools were provided through civic actich. These meterials included; 25
bags of sement, lumber, nails and paint. A& celebration: banquet was held
by the VletnameSe at the openlng of the dlspensary.

Cs Approx1mute1y 500 ‘pounds of waste fcod has been dlstrlbuted dally
to the villege of Ky Khixeng ond hamlet of Long Phm (1) in- order to assist
the Vietnamese 1n feedlng thelr llvestock.

ds EhgllSh language classes, are belng held aally in the village of
Ky Khuong and hanlet of Long Phu (1), Approximately 100 children attend
these classes. The classes are taught by 01V1l affairs personnel‘

€. TWO sol_tlum pgymcnts were made t© families of two boys from Tich
Tay who were killed by a fragmentaticn grenade which they found in a
rice paddy apprsxlnately 600 meters fron the GJmpany L Perimeter.
(Total 6,000 $ VN),

2. A totdl of 23,000 leaflets were . aropbed y'eir and hand | atstris
buted throughcut the T4CR by 3/5 petsonnel,

g« Tet Holidagy act1v1t1es included: dinner given by the Hamlet
Chiefs of Long Phu (1) and Leng Phu (2) for representatives of the 3rd
Battalion, Sth Marines, 4n afterncon "Tea" was given by the Battallon
Commander for Village Chiefs and their wites. Tet visits were made’ by
the Battalion Commander who exchanged Tet gifts with village and hamlet
Chiefs cf Ky Khuong and Ky Lien Villages.
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h, Civie action materlal cistributed durlng the month of February“w3”~
includes: 50 school klts, 20 carpenter kits, 2,000 bars of sovap, 15 cases
of powdered soap, 100 pounds of clothing, 30 gallons of paint, 300 toys,
%O cas:s of mouthwash, 30 bags of cement, and lumber for the Dispensary
roject. - .

PAhT III

SEQUENTIAL LIbTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1 February 1967 - Company M departed ior Operation TRINITY.
2 February 1967 - Capt James W, #YEtS joined as Commications Officer, -
. Company D, 1st Battalion, 26 Marines OPCON to the
Battallon. . . _
8 Februany 1967 - Tet Truce commenceo. ‘
11 February 1967~ :Tet Truce ended without inc1dent. , ‘
12 February 1967=- Company L and Company K exchanged tactical p031t10ns.
15 February 1967~ 2nd Platoon,Company L furnished security for 3rd Bati-
: alion; .11th Marines during Operaticn RIO GRANDE.
20 February 1967 lStLt Douglas L. BOTNEN joined as ALO -
: ‘Battalion Commander and Staff v181ted Spec1al Force
Camp .2t Tien Phuoc,-
23 February 1967- Company M returned to 3/5 from Operatlon DESOTO.
' " lstLt Mike T. HALL joined as FAC. ‘
2L February 1967= Company D and one platoon from Company I occupied
E positions in the 1lst Battalion, 5th’ Mirines. TAOR, for -
the duration of Operations RIO GRANDE and DESO’DO/DECK .
HOUSE VI, -
2nd Platoon, Company K OPCON, 2nd Battalion, 1llth Marlnes
"+ for dyration of Operation. DLSOTO/DECKHGUSE VI. - .
25 February 1967- Colonel Fred HAYNES, Chief’ of Staff, TF XRAY visited
and presented awards.
27 February -1967- Colonel Kenneth HOUGHTON, incoming Commanding Offlcer,
5th Marine Legiment, visited for staff brleflng and our
.. -of combat bases, .
28 February 1967- COUNTY FAIK 5-12 which was planned and then postponed = :
twice during February because of operational commitiments
and bad weather was finally cancelled.
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