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(1) RDutc; Overlay of C0mm:Jnd Group 
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H&\$':Co ( .. ) , 
D~t:, Btry F,. 2nd Bn .. lith Mar' (Ln fu.) 
Dot; 1st SP En (HST) 
Dc to, 1st Eng Bn '. 
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lJet:,'l1cc: Pl::t . 

C<1pt STACKPOLE 

Det; 8J.Ti1r.l l'1ort Fbi (FO Tm) 
Dct, .Comm Plt (t'AG 'nn) 
Det, Int Sect (Sccuts and Intcrprsters) 
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Det; 1st ep Bn (!M'$~) 
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Co K. (ReinL 

Co 1{ 
Det, H&S Co. 
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Det" Ned Plat . 
D6t, 81mm Mort P18t (FO Tm) 
Det. O,,;fillil PH (F.t\O Tm) 

• 
llL t R.. O. TILLEY 
2/Lt PASCilRELL.A 
2/Lt RlJNYEN 
2/Lt HAWKS 

Dot,; L.!t, Sect (Scouts, Interpreter 
Dct" Btry F, 2nd B J 11th Mn:r (FO Tm) 
D€t~ lst Eng 

and Chieu Hoi) 

Det" 1st Sp Bn (I~T) 

22-~(R~L 

Co M 
DEt, H&S Co 

Det. 81mm IJiort Pl::lt (FO Tm). 
Dct~ lied Pl,~t 

Cnpt McE!:,ROY 
2/Lt JOHNSaJ 

Dd'? OOl:1m P1d (FAC Tm) . 
D6t~ Iut· Se(;o!; (SC~)utso Interpreter [t,ncl C:r.ieu Hoi) 

Dot., Btr;y F, 2:1d Bn, 11th H2:r (1"0 Tm) 
DEt, 1st Eng 
Det, 1st SF En (HST) 

Bi1 HE-servo 

Co L (Rdn) ____ 0 __ ..--__ liLt MURRAY 

Co L . 
Det, H&S 00 . 

Dot, Blmm Mort PlDt (Mort Sect & FO TID) 
Dct~ I10cl P1<Jt 
Dct~ Int· Sect (Scouts) 

Det, F BtrJ, 2nd Bn~ 11th Mnr (FO Tm) 
Det, 1st Sp Bn (1£T) 
Det •• 1st Eng 

. a, ilrtillol"v _-.::a ___ ---. .. '.! .. 

(1) During the course of Oper:.-:t,ion mrION the 3rd Btlttalion, 
5th Mar:ir.es rcccivcc~ :::rtiller;l sapport fr:)m fivc batteries.,. Batteries 
Ii. end BJ 1st B:ctk:i.ion, 11th M::::rinc;s md Batteries D,F,W, 2nd B.'1ttnlionJ " 

11th lIbrincs.. ..t m timo t1uring the c:o.urse of ti10 75 milEs covGrGd was 
the bDttclion 't-liJ;jh:Jut ::l.rti.llcry support .. 
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(2) Artillery {-!as used to r.:.j~8p c'n:P,':'XJ:{ ,:md b~tt:~lion objectives 
on a ccntinuing b.:l.sis.. Prepo1';Jt:i.on f::i.~GS v)cre very GffGctive ,':md time1y~ 

(J) Only ot one timE ,,,ere the Hel fires reduced .::md this w;:,\s 
caused by n shortcge of ammunition due t:.' he.:::rv-j firing the dn~r before It 

(J.) Opcr:::tion UNION to "k p13ce incllls.ively frcm 21 April to 17 
Mt:lY.. There tlCI'e no pcriJds during the., opo!'.?tion t.Jhere "']Gather wnS Q dot .. 
errant t::> u-cil.:i.:<;-:tie'n of close' air suppor'to 

(2) Fixed I.ling 3upprt wcs utilized well during the €"lrlier 
phases of '~he ')pGr::;tion CiVE.r8ging tWD pGr day, One strike by UH-lEs from 
VHo-6 "l,3S Qc.nductGd during the first WGck. However, on 13 and Ill. N.'1Y, 
3L'd B3ttolicn, 5t.h H.::r:ines c!J0rdirwted nnd cGntrcl) Gd 16 air strikes in 
.:l per::i.0d of 20 hours agLtinst. NVA troop ccncG:atrntLms rEsulting in n 
sig:.0.ific2!1ti number of cnfi:>:'mell 2nd probDble KIlls .::8 1IIe11 as 38 structures 
destroye;d" 

(3) All fixed "ling Ilir strikes in our support were c,.ntrdled _ 
eithEr by D Forw:::rs. fa::c- G, ntroller IJI' a T::ctical Air Controller (Airborne) .. 
It was sho'lt1n Qg.::in thQt QUH.6 often the ground Fcn~31'd Atr Controller w('.s 
ineffect.'ive in the cmtrd of air strikeS bE;ccuse of the po::r tcrget 
acqu1sticn frem the li!n:L;~ed ground visibHity cG12sed by hoavy foiiage 
,:md rC1ughtcrr(lin!9 

(1\) 11o:rimum utiliz3ticn o,t flare ships f{Ir ni.ght activity was 
offsct6d" The csoperction of theSe units was of the highest cj,~iler Emd 
shuuld be Gmph~8iZBd~ 

(5) The AN/PRC-25 pI'ovE.d to be a relicble unit .::md sErved as ' 
our primQry c:)mmunicc.tion genr.. The Jm/pRC~.4.1 ",,;::s servicnble as a UHF 
ground to cir syskm but was only marginally satisfactcry due to vnriDus 
smell ma.1functions ~ 

(6) The 2.iJ:'b~:rne ccntr<:Ll€rs proved their w.-rth on mnny occ~sions 
bot·h in the:i.r effective c',;ntr:)l c.f air strikes end in their highly effective 
Jsri<!l recCnrla:i.s:ZDce. 

(7) /On IS Hny a Marine F~B from Vl'WA-314~ Mag-13 dropped on tre 
,.,rong tru:"get 1)2;:'G1' succ€ssfully striking the tr.xgst un hia first pass. 
EiTen 'chcugh t.'1€ 'lirb8rn6 c ;nt.t',.ll€r (Bl.c:cl: Coat S) y611ed "No Dropll the 
bc:m,)s feJJ_ 2.111idst the 1st Plt. :c Co :::nc1 inflGcted to fri.end.1y'cflsualties 

. (lJU);ho1oi8ver Qt.1 :)th(3J:' eLse' air S'J.pport ,'J2S ncc:,:x3te a:,ld well executed. 
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(8) On rmJmGI'01lS cccaS:i..:)DS thrJugh:ut t.he cper8ti,~n, j\;rmy, Air 
Force, and iJ?,VN (v1JiiF) r.t:1.rcraft W0r8 obS6rv6~1 fly:Lng through areas 1.Jhen . 
Mo.rj.ne U11its were c,.nc:ncting air strikE;s~Since the aircraft l'lere oper­
~ting on their ,own i'requ6ncies, cumr..unic3ti~;n with gr 'und un:i,ts lvQS not 
possible.. Finally (;n 15 May, a flight, of vlhct appeared to be U ~S. l!:rmy 
Ufl-1Es fired 4 snlvos of 2 .. 7~1I rocketS directiy into our C1rea~ Miracul­
ousJ.y no c£lsuaJ.tics \,jG.re incurred.. Clearly a need Lr clossI' high level 
c:)ordinati:.m of troop employment with supporting arms is inclicatedo 

. Co . ~1~J22~,C~~in8~i2:2. 
(1) The fire S;1PPOrt that was avail[1blo to the 3rd Batt.alion, 

5th M.::trirtes on Operntion UNION vlaS ~l'tillery from five diffm:>ent batteries, 
fix.ed 1--ling aircraft of cll types, Slmm mo:rtars ~md 6Omm. mortell's" , 

,(2) Innt least t~~o instances the ccmbinntion of Artillery, Cir 
and mortars Ldd Im3·lie to the enenI1J nllc'it'jinG the infcmt:ry to sweep through 
2n area suffering Q mir~~un of casualties. ; 

(3) The tima c'nsum:i..ne pl~oceSs of obtQinj.ng n Selve-a-plane 9rio,r 
·to firing':m crtillory missicn c2uSGd undue CG12Y dl1ring s(.m1E: critictl.l 
movements fJ II. nu.mber of timeS prime enemy targets -were last .,hile· a 
s<:lve-a-pl8D6 W2S violcttGd bydr craft and t,!:6 nrtilJ.ery haC. to check fire 
all'JwinS the onemy to move safely out. of sight" On the other hand during' 
thE' l3th):L4th one;' J.5th of May in t.he vicinity of Photic Due (4) (BT 091353L, 
cco:cdinatbn beheen .'1ir elnd artillery was eXcelle!1to .A rr.irj.!utim of tirne 
W';:f> J.::;st betwGen ~ir st:rikes and artiJ.lery satJul'c.tj.on nt' .. ssicns~ The r::;ap 
bGt .... 'Gon the two W28 effectively filled by tho Bctt<1.:U .. on 81:;mn .. !l1ortars <1 

. (1.J.) During the last few days of ·the OpGI'ntion the 3rc1 Eattmon, 
5th MarinGs had prep firGs c.Jncdled .:md prime krgets er:.lelQ1~ .Jhen fire 
missions NGre c2ncelled hy an adjaCent hatt.alion c';" fire cccrdjnation 
li.ns had been Gst.:;bJ.ished <S.nci. there BhouJ .. d hcvc bGen no problem., All 
the prep fires ond the fire missions that WGre canc6~L1Gd wers well within 
the 3rd Bc>,ttalion18 .:J.rGa of resp~nsib:tJ..1.ty, on j.ts side of the FeL.. Hben 
ns1r.g 0 F'CL bet1fIGGll diffC::l'snt infant.ry units a cJ.sss and ~~onstmt l:ilr}aon. 
Tlmst be mnintainccl betWGs.:l the ba·ttal:Lon FSCCs t:-; insurG safe coordinatGd 
et1pJ.8j111cnt of D 1.1 SU?yO rl',i;1[; arms fl 

7~ Intelligence 
-~~.--.... ....,., .. 

a, The en~i1Y forces that were expected to be enc,;unkred on Operation 
UNION were e1elnE'r.ts of the 3:rd IN A HcgL-nent 1·:::'c~r!j0d in the AT 933J. ,'Crea., 
Also repor·ted was the 2nd NIT 11 Division HeadquartGrs lo0ated in the BT 0023 
area ... The 3rdBnttnlion, 5t.h 1'1artnes also enc1)lmtered an unl::no"Wn munber 
of local force [,ucrr-illas w<:'rkine throughout its ope:t''1tLnal arGO", 
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b. Ci<v"81i!3S C :'Y.lsidered to be very light 
as ccmp~red. tCl the last 5 cL::rys. Th8 actbn "las l::0inly sporadic sniper 
fhe, occasic,ncl nisht.prc:bes ~)f t.ho clei'ensi76 ,PCJ2iti::lns and c'Jntact 'With 

.5-6 man guerrilla "U..'1i-ts; there 1tlas one exc6ptbn to this o Kilo Company, 
ran into en es-tiffin"lied 40 man ambush in the AT 9523 area; many local force 
guerrillas oper.1te from this mountumous river vGllley area close to Biep 
Duc .and the, ambush ;.Jas probably a guerr5.11a celayiug force for withclra:Hing 
l-lil A units. The early part of Operation UNION was spent s-weeping the mou.,'!­
tains to the sou-t.h end,:west of Nui La::! Son in pursuit of elements of the 

-,force which lnt Foxtrot; Oompany, 2nd Battalion, 1st-Marines. It is believed 
that the same elemerlts tbat this batt81ion ran into in the BT 0835 area 
OIl the 13th and 14th of r-1ay were the same as those th'nt hitF,.pXt,rot 
Company ~ This C "Delusion vIaS drawn fr om the fact that the en~ had .M ... lb~. 

-- ·M-79, and 1"1-60f 8; the S2r;'.e tYPt: vleapons that Foxt.rot Company hp.d lost d.unilg 
their encounters vIi th the enemy.. Captured document,s revealed that these 
uni ts were tHO battoJ.ions cesignated the 305th [;nd 307th. InterTogo.tion 
of a captured NVl~ RegiJlar showedtho.t he left Hanoi J.muary of 1967 as 
part of· 3rc. Battalion, 2nd Regiment NVA -which had CC)ffie into this areC' .• 
He 1n-[jh' 'others had been sent CVGr tc, reinf'o:rce these two bC\ttaliDI1s Q He 
did not Imo"l._the Lmit designat,icns since he h['.cl bt38n with them for only 
2' days.. Throut;h the use of the inte:cpreter j.nformntian vias gained from 
the people concel'P.i.ng these two battalionso The intenti;:ns -of ,the t,,]O 
batt2liiJ11s ,.Jere-. to tal{e c~ntrol cf the Que Son area as they had c1cJl1e in 
Hiep DU0$' The people said that the NITA Regc::18Ts did not 11tmt t~ fight· the 
Americans, but it vias found in the documents 'Ghat they hOld jf::;,:l"ted 12 days 
f[;r t.he N2rines -G" ccme through" These IT'! A units ivere armed t1ith assol·ted 
Chioornsmall L\llns, H~16ls, mc.:chine Guns, Chicom 60!T!m a.">1d 82rnm morta11s~ 
KnOtdedge of the 60mm mDrtar Chicom modelwDs [:;GlinGd \~hen IJ .. pha Company 
1/5 fL"ound one thClt was booby trapped" It vJaS l~:ter destroyecl. Q 

c" The area in Nhich the battnlion operated c,nsis'ted of many 
.' different types of torrain -whic.h enn be divided into 4 main groupings e 

'The first "lOS in -',:,ho l(Jt~Gr elevotLns :mel rice p:]cldies t:'lnich afforded some 
cover and c'nceaJJnent for troops; nll hamlets enc::untered possessed 8XGen;' 
si ve trench dnu cave systt::ms to 2ff ord protection from aerio.l observation~ 
air s-~rikes nnd 0l1'billGry .fire. The sec:.:nd -wos in the mountains end river 
vRlleys aLne the lIT 9623 to AT 8623:····area g(;ing west., These mov.ntains 
provide a ["Teat number ::;f hiding 311<_: staging areas for VC trlSOPS ~ 'The , 
vDJ.2gers in this areQ patd a high tax in rice te, L--uerrillas. Thelihird 
ar~8 ,ws in the populated area of Hiep Due -t\hich 'DaB controlled i"ie.:r.rily 
by tho-VC d'le to no LHlTNJ) PE', or American activity in thot area for the 
past several years" The area provided food ~nd living area for the VC 
with an abundance of trenches and caves' in the area. The fcurth was simulnr 
to the first l'I1ith many hedgerows Gnd furti:hecl hamlet areas .. 

. d~ The reactions of the ci\~ons to civic action and psychological 
warfClre €':furts ll.3.S _yerysatisfqctory~ Civic j.ctj.on efforts varied froIri 
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(3) At 020930R the Commend Group moved ·:)Ut tel cr8SS the river 
(BT 026207) D 

(4) l~t 02l0eOR C0 K (ST 039208) follc'W8d a blood trail finding 
one wunded VC who later died.,. Sa1rJ 2 mere VC ru..."1ning, opened fire and 
downed both:. Results 'Were 3 VC KIA (confirmed), 1 Chi'·C.m rifle serial 
No .. 816874l, 1 Chi.-Com rifle serial No. D4J34, 2 packs, 2 cartridge belts 
and 1 pith hclmGt~ 

(5) j.t02l100H Co K (BT 0142.09) spoUed a man io It ahead of 
column.. Mnrines fired c'n m~n downing hi~ri. J llesults 'Were 1 VC IaA (confirmed), 
1 ClLi.-C·~m riD.e serj.(;'~ NO'" 70595h4, 1 M·-26 Grenade, 2 Chi .. Com e;renades, 
1 E-tsol, 1 c::trtrid[~e bel·t, and 1 canteen cup·" 

(6) l~t 02DJOH all units hod crossed the river" 

(7) .".t 02J330H CC) K (BT 00521} .. ) llUlde c.:mt.:1Ct with an estimD.ted 
20 VC lvearins creon uniforms a Point beean firing tl..11d pursuinG eneITtT .. 
Poi:lt .);)3 ambushed £':rom three sides by 2.n estimated 40vc ... Received 
int.ens.e cmtomntic fire6 Called in artillery nti.ssion, Air strikes and 
20 rds of 60mm mo:rt,,:rrs were fired o The dr s·c.rike caused sec'::mdary 
explosions" Results 1~e!'e 2 USFiC KIA med-ev2ced7 2 USl11C vITI. med-eil~~ecl, 
7 VC KIJl. (probable) m1d 1 K-44 rifle captured serial No. 1\9718 captured.; 

(8) i~t 021535H Go K (BT 005214) vJh:i.le waiting for em 2j.r strike 
received 3 sniper rds all hi ttine the same Marine" llIl artillery missj.on 
was called in on snipJJrs position. Results were 1 USr'IC WIi, med.-ewlcGd" 

(9) J.t 02.1730H Command Group and Co- A arrived at niE!,ht position 
Bt 006213~ 

. (10) Ilt 0218t!.0HCo M (AT 9931218) spotted a VC in the bushes w' tho 
a rifle6 They i':.Lred Dn and downed him, Results 'Here 1 VC KIl~ (conf:i..rmGJ), 
1 Chi-Com rifle serial No 6 ' 10945, 100 rds 7.62mm, 1 pack, dccuments,:) maps" 
sk8i~ch8s$ 1 helmet, 1 cdX'tridge belt and 1 poncho~ 

(11) All units moved in colutl..YJ. along the trai.l using flankers 
... _Vlbere pN·:sible.. The vegatat.ion 'Was very thj.ck at times", Co A providsd 

GOGl.'T!.cmd. G:]:'IJI.lp secur:i.ty<> 

At n:Lghtfall units were located as follows: 

(a) Com.mand Group and Co A - BT 0062J.3 

(b) Go Ie - BT 000217 

(e) Co N - .AT 993217 
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(D) k~ 021900H the htGlligencc cflic~~r and interpreter klkGd 
to m.tmy civ:iH.nns ·;:;'.a'::' stated t11@'C t.hey S~l an cst:;.n~tcd. 30 lilUnforce 
dragzing 5 or -5 118E:.'lC~e(l l:ien'/:Hh '~heL<, Jill N<:1'e (~re;lsed in creen and black 
1,mifOrl,1S c::nd l1eu -,lC::P)ODSa At one 'tine they Here 0111y tra'e.e hours 2!1e[1l1 
of US me,rin;;: ~lCS-C tt r((;Sti.l·~s ,lore :5 VC j(IJ1 (pro 08:;)10) § 

(1) F:~ 030630 all units left their ni~~ht positions andcont:Lnue.c. 
the attacl< '[;0 t~le :!est. 

(2) k;' C30755rr Com:pany K (AT 988219) s:potted a man sneQ~::ing -c}1rour;h 
the tree 15.11e. Lar].~les fired and uCMned tho rlim. iles"lts Here 1 VC r::::::A 
(c onfirmed) ~ 

(3) At 0312308 an observation eircre~t ll1 support of 3/5 spotted 
6 VC in the open mO\Tln[~ t-Jest at AT 9l3218~ 11l1. artillery mission 11813 c~lcc1.. 
Resul'ts Here 1 VC :::iA (confirmed) anc: 1 VC i;IJi (probable). 

(L:) jot 031L:.OOII Company K S-2 scouts found 2 NVA p[:cl~:; 31 rds or 
i'i-l arltt:un.ition :.mll c')ne Hrst aio. r;ear in a tr:J:l~2(). Vill.?E;ers said t;tlat 
the VC \-lara r,1O'ii':in~: in O"OUP$ of 4 t.o 5 Dnd all lJere heac1:i.l'lg for the 11:ills. 
Sconts 8.150 i'o'2.nd £'OD.1' 20tm" d.s rigE;ed as booby traps a.nc. J. VGS in a 
tunnel" 

(5) lu1 ~~:1i-(;s again [wved in coluIiln (~e~loyinE strcn~; :::la."1):;ers,. 
Company A ~)rovicl.ecl. Cor.-,rwnd Group SCGuts .. 

(6) At nir,),'Lfall units 1ilere 10c<:r1:\':<2 E\S follo;'lS: 

(a) Commnnd. Group and Con;pany 11 - liT 966228' 

(b) COr'!IlffilY K - AT 957227 

(c) COli\')any H .. Jl7. 9115227 

(1) At Ol.:D,(30n Cornl112nd Group left nj.e:;ht posit:Lons" 

(2) LtG OL:0733H Company l'i at A'r 932226 received 3 sniper rcls.. ~,l 
small arms :cds l1cro returned and 'i:;he 8:::eo- 'KIS SHcpt" Found 3 vee i..T). CD,ve. 

(J) j!.t; O!!J.205H Corl'.pany H at i{r 923220 and AT 9:1.8222 fount; 8 i,'lH 
males em:: 2 V'N i'G,',l:Jlcs in h differlSnt c~vcs lit.til somE! I!C literat.ure !'jed 
medical f.UF'lics~ 1:8c1.4Hs \·j2.;:--e J.O VCS" 
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(4) At 04J,.405H Com:pany A (A'l' 930225) had a round cook off in an 
M-16 as it laiL1 in the hot sun. 3 USHC WIA med··evac1ed. 

(5) AtOh1530H Company K (AT 90h238) Arrived at the location of 
a dovmed helicopter and commenced to search ~Ghe area. A repair crew land­
ed and received sniper fire.. A squad loaded aboard the repaj.r helicopter 
and flew, acrdss, the river to engage the enemy. Results were 1 VC KIA 
(conf:L."'tlied) and 2 VC KIA (prob<:lble) 0 . Found 5 VCS in a ea:;r~ near the 
downed helicopter. The FAG team c{illed in an air strj.ke on the area rIhere 
sporadic sniper fire 1\laS being received. An. air observer (airborne) 
reported 10 VC KIA (probable) from the air strike., 

(6) Ato41800H Command Group, Company A and Company M arrived 
at night positionsl-li th 1/5 in Hiep Due. 

'" 
(7) Company K and ~ompany M moved to find river fords at differ­

ent locations.. Company K waS, ordered to procede ASJlP to the dmmed heli­
copter. Company A provided isecuri ty for the CommaIld Group,. 

(8) At nightfall uri~ ts \oJere in the follml1ing locations; 
, 

(a) Command Gr6up, Company A and Company M - AT 910245 

(b) Company K ;.. AT 90h238 

(1) In the morning all companies thoroughly searched local assigned 
areas. 1/5 left at 0500 for their.as'Sl.gned area. One of ·i:.he ·VN of this 
area said 'Ghat about 5 days ago t,J1€re \-Jere some 300 VC,_ in this area but 
that they left. ) - . -

i 

(2) At 051100H Compan~ .~ (AT 903243) picked up:8 VN thdtt lfauted to 
be evacuated to New Life Hamle~ at Tam Ky. 

. (3) . At 05lJ.30H .CompanY 11 (AT 900244) found 4 VN males believed to. 
be VCS and at (AT 9012hl)2 IEore VH 1'U!lles in cave" People in cave had VC 
documents and medica:L supplies,.; Results i'lere 6 VCS. 

i . 
(L~)' kG 051200H CompanylM (AT 9002hL~) piclced up 4 VN that i-Ja'1'G6d to 

be evacuated to Tam Kyo " 

(5) At OS'lhOOH the Collll'ianding Officer 3/5 (AT 90l24h) while on a 
short patrol captured 4 VN males who after ini'cial 1.3.1terrogation proved 
to be VCO o C:1:leU Hoi, and interpreters interrogated them and found out, cave 
locations at (AT 8972h5) and (AT 9852h6J., ThEW said rice is stored there 
and that 10-20 va visit that area each nigot. ?..esults were }-i- vee" 2 VC 
gElS masl~s., assort'ed cJ.othes and SIbs medical. ge2r" 
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.. (1) Nli d60835H CoK (.AT 8982t;.l) r.:qcl p:;lt,rol rccei vea .3 sniDer 
rds from 2 VC 8C;;'OS8 ri vcr Hearing b1ack FJi;, both cc:rrying HeapOns.~~ 
IJetrol retu....'t'f1.ec1 10 l"(ls SPJ' nnel 5 rds 1;1-790 Resu1t~s: 1 VC laJl (confirned),-' 
1 'lie Ia:l\ (p) v 

,(2) kt 0603h5n CoD (i.T 8~'9251) l"ecievGd heavy sniper fire Zro~], 
rice paddyc H2~:-incs :"~(/G\'lrned. hG<JVier voluule of :fil"8 and stie~?"::' '~l1roug!l 
village" . ]'OUl'!'d.: 1. va i\;li\r11e KIA (con:;:'i,1'1ned) .md 2 'lies md0s~1~f) iO¥l'l.C._12qa. 
pun~ shotgun scriul ::0" 5)202 3tever.s H.odGl Eo; 77, 20 l'rJ..t; carbine .mno, 
1 belt (50 rds) cal h5 .::!P.1I'!10, do~umznt .mel rGStcI'o 

(3) 

(4) 
. by helioop1';0r. 
anC~ cared for. 

1\"t 06JJ~OO' d.ollne~.··helicoptGx' l~as s';lcce.s::.;fully lifted out" 

At 061730 COi':.lnand GrGup Gvac~lated appro;d.matel;;r 50 ~c:t:'\1Ges::'1 
KG l.east 150 more refuGoes rei':w-1 ned that HSJ,'e :v..in,::--(cd 

(5) irc 061COOH uni·!;.s 'l-1cre in the i'ollcT,1inC locations; 
.J 

COi':i:lc:IlC: Group AT 92::251 

Co 

Co 1: 

Co B 

AT 926252 

.AT 926250 

J\T.924252 

.f r 
" 

,(1) ~'dj 07C115H C otnr.m.1d 'Granp left present loc;,tion. 
ovor 1:)0 rGfusecs~ kii0700 B 1/5{ GaJ:l$ under 3/5 controlo 

Co. }~ escort.ed. 

(2) ~i.t o70n5H Co K (AT 96,5267) s:;::o'G'ucd 5VC (!.iT 96!)2?5 r' runnir..c 
across Q rice pac1(y tOl1ard a t,rec );tne. Hn1"ines fired 30 rds SAF /) 1 VO 
£","::"'1 cnd. .,;:lS helpod of:? ReCLl1tG: 1 ve leU, (;')1'0'::1:1.'01.:::),,: 

.. ' , ~ 
(3) f1t 07093S:1I CO Ie (AT 9!.~3271J· spot'tad. 1 va l"ltnn:ing :into 

. b:"'I.lsh,. }ic.r'::_nCG c:2~].1(;n::.;cd~ he d:i.c~nt·t Dt.Op" i·lnJ:incs 1dllorJ. l":.im,. Results: 
., '~Tr' t '!('1" 1"\ (c~ -'VI ·C'>ll4 -.Yr, 1-\ 
.1. ,v ..... J< lJ._J.. ... leL). 
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i. "~h~'\t 071050H Co~:mand Group cnrcute to"tu;m refugees over to 
Co I (AT ~~7f8t lIui Loe Son for helicoptGr GVDcu"Gi.on. ObSOl."VCCJ. 10 
VC rumin~ i11,(,O bushes, cz,lled arty lJ.l.ssion. Results: 1 VC !C[;~ (p:r.obe,b1c). 

(6) Lt 071l3GH Co 3 broke off the colum anel heoded into the 
hills jlwt. eas·t of hill L!.41" 

1/5. 

(7') lit c71330E Co I arrived t~ pick up rd\).gces. 

(8) At O";l730Uarrl.ved at tOn:i.gh:tsloc~tion: 

Cor:IDend Group and Co K ET 001293 

Co 11 1'1 993297 

(9) At 07190:H operational control of' Co B Has tra."isferl'ed to 

\ . 

\.. .' 

(2) itt; 08onon the 3/~\op (AT 992298)'U<15 nitil Comp.:m~r K 
;~aitine for .Gc:mp:.my E. to. "~Dke obj 10 (AT 976066) 1:.iJ.l 1138 c:;mplox" Hh.i.oh 
l-1nS heGVily prepped.. eo~.IpG.r.y 1 is on j.ts U8Y donn i'r()T.l lJvi Loe ~on to 
attacl: hill ;;~270 cOl-.r:)l,:~;: (AT 999315). Opcrstionru.. Control !las t~"'ans.fcl"l"ed 
to 3/5 this moming ,~t c800. 

(3) . At aSOClOn Company L (AT 98Lt304) picked. up 1 vee male (l.";.d 
found 2CO 11)s rico;. vee 110S eV~'eUf\t.ed and rlee HaG d.estroyed o \ 

(L~) fi.t 08"'.rJl~5I-! Company li (AT 992327) sighted 3 people 
)00 rilE'!ters in front 01.' column. l)oint fired lc:i.lli~:; 1 VC vlotr.<:'-l1 .. 
nero J. va K.1A (cCl1i'irr18d), 1 1'1.1\3 rifle serial 1-:;0. 9973. 

runn:Ll1[;; 
Result.,s 

(5) At OOl158n C omp,my 1< (AT ;/95322) Si[;rrl;od·'3... VC "111", ,Wmped 
up and I'2r) lihen l-larl.l1os npproachec1 o V(; Has flt;.si1GU and kllled. by the 
nml~ Decu:M.:hy sqtJ.2do :;lcsults: 1 VC r-;J.1l (confirrncd), 1 10:':.:;3 rifle sGrial 
Ho~ 2581" 

(6) kt 08121~5H Gomp~ny K (AT 994}2J-l-) Sl)o'bted 1 VG l~ho jurapec1 

\ 

ont of C(:,iTe am: rw. l·:::r:i.nes challen:::,ed :l.lld. VC failed t.o obey •. Harmes i 
. killed l--..im.. Res'l;.l-ts: 1 ve KIA (confirmed) <> • ; 

lit OGlJ.30H Gor.';fClanC, Gx'oup a:~.ciV0d at:. nizhtpL>sj.tion. /' 

t 
\ 

(7) 
(AT 999325) .. 

23 [W~~@l' 
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(8) At Cc1330IT Company L (BT 003337) 5<11'1 3 men ruru:ing, one had 
;-. -"~, 21'" J , c" .,..,,,,.., Ito. 1 va IIT A ueapon. .-;armes J..,!..:t'('(.\ ;) rouna.s .s..nc.sear !.lea. 2.rGa. rc .... ou:.o<> • >..!. 

(confirm.ed)2 vee,ene o:i:.' tho! captured is a ta:c(",oJ~ector, tax docum6i.1"~s 
~Jere found on himlj' 

(9) At OSJ.63 on C Oinpany N had :3 VN mal€s and their families turn 
themseJ.ves in as Chiou Eois 0 Results: 1.3 vee Chiou Hoise> 

(10).' At 081630H Corn;?any K eBT 000327) sau 1 VC running (AT 990)25). 
~,;arines challenged <mel VC fai.led. to obey~ l':L'3rines fired 19 res Sl'$ i'eD.ing 
him. £tenu.Us 1 va ~G:A (confirmed) and VC docur,1en'~s ar.d propaganda. 

(ll), l~t 081700H these t"1erc the posi'~i~!11s 

COLill1w:nd Grollp & Go K .. BT OOC'32h 

AT 991332 

BT 012323 

of: 

, " 

,,,.-

,.,' 

(12) Ai; OGIC20H CO I L2 (019329) rr.;~e:i.voi"i 150 rcis SllF ~nd h " 
rifle grenades 11:1en reSl1';:-;'r'J.y h,,:licopter '\)as lc:nd:i.l1r;:. HGrii~,ef:' fired 7 rds r: 

... ' 
"'"'" 

,-;. / ' 
\,; , , 
)\ 

_.I:' u.. ....". ... I' 

6cm~~ mcr"tm~, ;) rds 3 .,55...."1 rocl~et3 and l.i,C!C 1'(15 3.ilF" Callerl Jon ii!'tv r.J.sDJ.cm.., " 
Ob:J6TVeo. 2 bodies. 3c<.rcohcd aren. ::rnd fOL'r..d blooo tracka 3nd VC blanket' . '" 
1'011,. ReE1l1ts 2 'VC :GA (:?:ro'c';ab18), 1 VCi bl,:mkd rOLL,' 

(13) kii OC2130E Company I (B'l? 01132,6) observed va trip booby 
trap. fer:i.r'..3'l:i"'l1' opc;-,<:d i'i.re" -r-rith 17 rc.s SAF' C1l1.f\ seo::rched. ~rea, finding 
1 ,(~o;,mded. 'Ve. He;: l,~tcr d:Led" Res!l.lts: 1 VC KL~ (ccl1fir'med) ~ 

s .. 

(1) !l:li 090SCO:I all units ere stnyed j.n the same lccations ~)l:ile 
sending out:, he~nry co:!b<:'~ patrolso 

" 

(;3) lIt O~'06COH Corr~pany K (llT 999329) a:~ro,~chec. a 1d.llD.gG ~,d 
1 ve rl1ale re.l1 fro III t:1C 1-:~il18H iDnari11~ fJ.1. C(Jl;lrl!~Ilds to h2:':'t~ ~~!.,:cfr:~(l 35 
rd.').. llesuHs: 1 VC :;CCA (confil';;~d)~ 
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(4) At 090620TI Com:panyK (B1' (05322) recej.ifcd 1 rd S/Afire from 
'W~Q' "'aw 2 He r""'~; .. ,., out· J..':"~ ··"·'l-:r. ,.,,: c' co 1'.~t·c~·J.~c' .• n'· '''s ::> .• !!:,s·.~'ul+"r::·' ':':!, .. p . w. ". " v ~,".w.l.d,,~:; ... L'l:" c ';.l '~. "oj- Lv ~ •. " _,;:; • _. _ _~U v. '''-

and c.hallenged VC lJi:t.hClut an~r reSj)OCs8& 2 VC ~GA (confirmed) 1 
fema.JJ:: ... A.1;:;o received B8Cuf'.Cti3TY exp'LDsicn from vj.llag8 upon burning 

(5) ;It o 90630 II Com;pany K (TiT 013321.;) approached v'iUage .:md 83\'1 

1 VC I'1~1l1 j.f~nori.1']G all v1cTninc; 0 NDrine fi.:::f3c~ 1 rd. \} Results were. 1 VC XIA .. 
(confirme(~) :LOl.mclin VC:s hut 6 gA..'C-o$l.;.tility \''.l1if0ri1'.a~ 

• ." • j. 

(6) kt. 090830II Company K (BT C16335) spott.ec1 1 VO runc'1ing from cane 
fieJ.J who :Lgnored all 11:1rnings. ilarir::es i'iJ.'ed 5 rds _ P.ssults were 1 va 
KIA (c onfirmed) 

(7) At 09J.lOOH C omr.lany K (B',l' 0113 28) f ol.md a large tum1el complex 
mea.suriY!.g sor:~G 300-~CO met.ers long, Ll-6 feet lnghc::nd 3 feet vlie1.1J. It lias 
about 8-10 i'cet. celmJ t;'G'ground~ It tod: ho c:ca'csrinG charges to destroy 
'bl,e t.um}.sls. In t:'.em £:lso vJere fonnq 2 11'.a18 VGS. 

(8) 

(9) 
DT 01132B" 

Et 09lJOOE COl11n:and. Group left last night's position .. 
i 

At 0913h5EComnlDncl Group arrived [r~ ·;:'on.i.ghtts. positibn at 

(10) At; 091430n Company N (B'I' 001341) received 30 rds aut omatic 
fire from a 8;11<:111 (memy arr,bush. C f.:mpa:cJ.y IvI rGtnrned 225 rds snEll arms and 
5 H ... 79 nis and se2rched out the ar63 finding 5 !~,oches a1'1d'2 d-rag m::,:cks", 
Results \-Jere 3 Ui3EC '[;11" med-evac1ed, 5 'TO KIA (c:)Dfin,G':i), 2 VC KIA (pro;Jablo). 
Gear th,,!t vlas found included 1 MAS 36, ri,.fle seria:L no 17565, 2 khaki U:1-

HOrTliS, 4 sets of bl;::ck PJI s, 2 cartridge o?lts,l ::U~S·~ [":..d p:::tckot, 1 ca.n­
teen aue1. case, 1 qriCom grenade, 1 £/;-26 gr"'€nade, 126 rds 762 rom and 2 carbine 
magazines with 45 rds.. . 

(ll) Ali' 091630H Company I (nT 015325) i'o~~nd a cave complex .lith 
an unlm Dvm number of people in it. lVIarines entered tbe cave .3 times f:i .. ring 
10 rds Cal 45, 'i:i11::'01'1 2 H-26 gren2c1e.s 2nd 2 CS grenaocs~ Prior to the Harines 
entering the C,WG 2]"1 :i..1"l"C:crpretor ano. ChiEm Hoi trj.ed to convince the people 
inside to come out" All efforts along tLis }j_n2~~ere in vai.n" One v1J m,:?!le 
car:J.8 out of the cc;ve <"1'1([ ~:t::;ted tiJC)t there was no one else in the C2Ve., 
Digging 1,J,t:1S bepm to open up another entrance... }:iarinE:s broke th:cough and 
found t,\~o bodiesexid heard noises of more people further bacl, in the CClve. 
The exits WEre scaled ~itlcl the cave filltd wi tIl smoke from burning leaves., 
The 11arines reenter:;c1 thG CClVe finding 3 more bodies and l-Jeapons plus some 
gem:. Outside '::'hG C87G a VCS "Jas captured" Results were 5 ve KIA (confirmed), 
1 vec·,. 1 VCS,· 2 C1UCOlU bolt action rifles, 1 111 Carbine serial no 3495209, 
2 H26 grenades, 1 ClliCom grenade, 2 cartridge bGlts & ammo pouch,· smalJ_ 
amount of medic:Lr:le ",nd a HG tripod, and gun platformo 
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(12)' llt 091700H these were the unit PQs:Ltio~s. 

(n) CCIr.mand Group &: GotTlp~ny K - BT OlJ32G 

(b) ,,' 0 bmpany I - B'I' Oltl] 18 

(c) Company N ... BT 0143]fl 

(1.:.) A.J.:. 09J.720H Company M i13T 0(9338) found 1 VCS male going into 
ca'ite after they had vocei ved 1 sniper round near that area~ He wa's very 
uncoopE:Tative during questin.T}ing~ ResuJ:bs: 1 V(;S. \ '"". 

'i~.!~/' 

',' 
(1) l"1t lco600H Command Group left last night.!s po s:Ltio!! a , 

(2) At l00830H Company I CRT Ol3326) spotted men run from hut as 
Marines approacheds Tl:.ey had. no Weapons., 1-1arines physically ran -t.hem 
down 0 After questioning it 1rJas reyealod that 1 was VCC,- 2 wsre VCS and 
the fourth was ;:) small boY. wh~ was rsleased o , 

~ .. 

(3) ;It. lO!J830H Company I (BT 0l3326-BT 028314) found 6 sets of 
helicopter booby traps. E!.\ch set consisted of !-J. poles with interconnecting 
wires & grenades attached 'to each po184 All were destroyeda 

., •.... 

(LJ At lOC9,50I-I the 5th Narine.8 0ommandi!Jg OfficG:r:' flew j.r.~ to convey 
the Division COc"ul1cmder 1s Irv')"811 Darle l1 to the 3!'d Bett81::to)1) Sth 1',::Dl'il'!esc 

(5) At :~01100H Conma!ld Group arrivGd at iEtAT'_ded nilsht p;)sit.ion 
(BT 056322). 

(6) At 10l345H Command Group moved out to assj_st 1/5 and 1/3 
who were heavly eng2ged~ 

~.,') , /':': 
-.., "'"'"'c j";l 

(7) i\t lo~hoCH Operational Control of Compen:; l1 was~!.'e,nsfC1i..~ , 

(3) At l0l700H Cr.;!.lpany N wa.s he15_-J.iftsd to FS: 'Jj33'7h." (!';lc,x'<\";:,ional 
Gon'~:;ol of Company 1\ 1rJa~ transfeJ:'l'sd t,() 3/5·., 

( 1'" \ 
.,,;,.v/ ;,,-t 102015}I all U!l.l ts ws:re at: the folJ.01·;i,ng :-,Jo3itd.ortB ~ 
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Company K - Bet:'leen B'l' 06332E-BT 061381 

(c) Compan.y I ("') Br-ot,)oen BT 06338 .• B'l' o6639L. 

ell) At lC22h5H Gomm.c-..nd Gron!) :::'Gceived I-w:rd 'Ghat there vlould be 
an aer~.81 broadcust in om:' area encouraging the va and IWA ~~0n~.render$ 

Uo J.;.l T>l[2Y 1967 t> 
~"1"""""""""-"-__ """""'_~~4 

(J .. ) 1,.11 1.1C6251r CompanJ" I (BT' 066393) 8mJ VC in 
Marjnes kLJ.led hi!:1. as he ~h:ce'!i :rWO::;I his rif:16~ Results 
1 ca.."'tri.dge belt., CCtnt.een,1 JYi-lh magazines. 

green utiLi. tiesct' 
1 vc KIA (tp!lfirmed) 

'.'~~ ~~~~~' 

, , .' 

(2) At llC64SH Company I (BT 077390) .sa'W 4 armed va in' bock of 
blocking position nmring SW. l"Iarin(;s fil'sd f:iJ rds small arms &."1d 2 rds 
11 .. 770 One VC fell~ Results ,vsre ]. VC ElA (conHrm6(1), 2 V8 KIA (probable), 
1 cart.ridge belt, 2· message packet" 1 H-]-4 magaz'5.ne, 1 pouch", 

0) i"1j 110SI.+)H Company J: (BT 066390) received 50 rds aut·o & semi­
Cl'ut.,o fireJ. from 5 VOl) ~~larines retu!'ned 200 rds S/A fire, 1 LAW, 7 rds 
6omm. mortars and 7 rds 82mm mort<lrs 0 Mortal-'S covered target very effect­
ively" Results ,Jere 3 va KIA (Fobable) <I 

(J.j.) Id, l109COH obse.rvation aircraft in suppm~T, of 3/5 spotted 
2 Vein green u'::'iJ~iti6S and conj_cEJ- hats" 1 hnd \wnpoll,$ airc:!."aft fired 
MG and ci1.'oppec:. gronncles cn ene:nyo He spott,ed one bod,? a~d sa'\ol the other 
('.rfti.l 8v.1ay .. l\.e~'3Ul-::'s 1,Jere 1 iTC KIll. (con.fir~i1ed), ]. VC L;:r~ (r,::;:'Dba(lj.e)" 

(5) 
ned IN]; l'.!Jit 

i).t J",109JO}1- scouts attached to COlnpan~r M (Bf2 036383) ide.nti- . 
as 17'thBn; 320 :s D:iv'ision~ from capt,~red dO'Jcments(, 

(6) At 1110,OH Company K (ET 061394) Fi,c team spotted 1 \.TC on 
trai1(! v.iith the heJ.p of an i:lorial obSGrVel' the F lie located, closed liJith 
and killec.l tho VC l,i t.hbis pi.stol. The VC Nas 'Wearing a g:rey udform 
and was cerrying 1 Gh:1.cOTii grr-rla,:'~e, 1 }},tooJ_, a first aid pad-:et} 1 
p·:m0r..o~ 2p:o!'ox:i.rtl:1t.ely 2 Ibs of 82n1l1 mcrt.:.1I' incl'em0n~ji3 8l,d 9 point clet.... . • 
ona-:'ing fu,:'c:.s foY.' either 60mm o,.~ 82mrtl~ Rosults ~';·8r'e 1 VC KLl (:::onfi:.-!nGd)~ 

<= 

(7) I,t I1J:l,CQR CU);")TF2!'.d [!:;:"Ol:p aI'2:,i'TGd at present pos:i.tior'. ::;rid 
sot the B2.ttD.l~.on in blocking pos:J.tions fo;.~ a s'Cisep by Ii] and 1/;:~ .... 

(8) At. 111.229H COIEpany I (BT 058395) spotted 3 VC (BT 059.397) 
in black p2jarnas :r'_m~1ing across rice padd:"" ~fu:rines firec: '(0 rcls sh~ 
fire 2nd 1. LAH", St.1W 011.6 man ':::'aE. and not get up~ RE:·.::;v1.ts 'Wsrs 1 VG IcrA 
(c orutrmec.) • 
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(9) lIt 11.lJOOH CO!l".pany i~ (:ST 049333) 8}i0ttecl a vc coming up the 

tr,:il.i11> One of the USMC snipers was c'a.'".!.lecl Ul]" l-lit-bin the next 20 nrinutes 
the USMC sniper hac: fired 6 rc~s downing L~ (,.".eITi.!~· RF:sults were h VC KIA 
(confirmed)" 

(10) At 11l600H Comp;:my I (BT C55hoo) searched oU'~i'ha!T'~et and 
founcl two huts wi-i:ih fcdse ~'laJ.J.s.. Insl'.:ce the "JaIls the HarinG founcl a iwoden 
l'i...fle.~ an er.em:r flag, a bricfc8.se full of papers,' a homemade map, 1 H-26 
grenaG.G, n IDrgc chaTt with Chinese 1>\'riting on it, a gas mask and 2. smell 
qum1.ti~;y-:;;;e l;lGcical gGar~ \ 

" ~l ',t';;', ' 

(11) .Idj },11610H an FO wi t.h eJ.mm mortors at the 3/5 cP'~¥1jtted ,) 
5 VC run into a trce IDle" Called un 81mm mortar fire mission ,pn the 
t,ree line ar.d only 2 VC raIl outo Results vH~re 3 va KIll (probable),., 

(12) kt l11~lSH Compa~.r Ie (BT 063388) stopped 2 Vietnamesa 
females carrying an l'NA!s body~ TI-l€ WCCi~,@1 said 118 had been killed last 
n~.ght during the fire fighiic. Result.s wero 1 VC KIA (confi:rl.il6Cl)~ 

(l4) jlt J.l2J.C(;H Company A (bT 05638!.j.) spotted .:rnd h8a-.:-d 3 or 
h groups of iri'j,:!.tr.::to:::'s. Each E.t;:'ouP consisted cf 2-3 pecple. Gomp:::uy 
I\ Y'scs:i.~rGd 2 inconing grEnaces an~l 20 rcls 1:Y!loll orms. He~u:rnQd lC:O n~tJ 
",,,,,,'11 "'r'1'I~ 1 gr"''''''''''''s 7 r'-'" Q-.'"l'U IT."rt",1" M(~-,",c,,-.~ '\o'er" ~'yl ;"",~>"".~ 01 ... ('"..,.1..... U,,_ L·;l, ... ! iJ,l..&.(.:l ..... ~..:;"3 ........ i:,;l I.,..: ,,!.11 .1 UU C\ .. 0;- J.'l J.'_ \.J~.l Cl ~ \.j -.i" V <:-4_ 0'·' \J C! 

R(~3ults "lel'8 3 VG lIT I. (probable;. 

(15) AU units movc;d a!:\hort dstance to imprOYE thei-r b1D~king 
positions tocliJY., ,Stayed irl the,se blocking pC3itions \}Jf)j:;S.<l(-; fol' 1/3 rJ:~d ::1 
1/5 to .s'J\leep iE and close the gap~ 

(J6) Lt nightfall the units were locCl-Ged as follo:~s: 

(b) Corr,p2..'!:Y I ~ fr'om AT 991364- AT 99C.39J. 

(d) Company 1\- from BT Oj63,'D ~ BT O~:~~·38J 

.... 
; . ~ . 
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(1) At 120545H Compcmy K (DT 05938[.;.) had a man run through their 
lines and into rice paJ.c1y. }liarincs challenged.\' VG disr6garded, JlIarines 
killed him" HesuJj",s were 1 VC KIll (c onfi.:rmed) 0 

(2) lit ]20745H Comp:my I (BT 058394) sl'lept through hamlet lJhere 
, they saw 12 va run laBt night. They found 1 VCS male ~~ith box contClining 
uniforms an~~ documents. Results w02~e lVCS. 

(4) lit 120900H 3/5 relinquished OPCO] of Company A to 1/5 and 
received UPCCN of Compan;y D. 

(5) [it l2l230H Company K (BT 06238L~)firetsam was on "aterrun and 
observed 'ireS who ran.., Marines challenged and apprehsnde(:.. Results ~~ere 
1 VCS. 

(6) At 121400H Gen 1'ICKERSON visited the Command Group$ 

(7) f,t 121)..:l5H Ccmpany I (BT 057394-BT 049393) found 3 VCS with 
small amount of modical supplies anJ docu..>r,ents c Results were 3 VCS~ 

(8) J,t 121750H all units moved out from J.ast nightts position 
(BT 059385) t01;:arc~ ;'light posUions as fo1101-18: 

C,' c. I Comr:13nd Group and Company r1 at BT 091361 

(b) Company K at BT 103366 

(c) Company D at BT 010361 

(C:) Company I at BT 097357 

The orc~8r of I113rch was Il.;:.l~e. 021. 1/5 lcn:),ing out followed ~: 
India and JV'"d.ke. The cr "'las 'i/d_th Mike. ~\ilo 1-Ja.s not in the coIunm but " 
was proceeding aCl'O,'3S country (',irect. 1',t 8pproxim8tely 12l750H delta , 
6DCOc,nte::ec: the enemy at BT 082.365. Del'Ga .. turr..cd into the cncyny, but-1'lerie 
stopped by intense 8GTlLi..-A.utom:.1tic~ automatic fixe and rn'Jrtars. India, .' 
vho \-ias dil~8ctly b8hin(~ Delta) started to De1ta!s North~ but on order movqd 
a.r~)und to the rear of Delta 2nd on dO'I'Jn to their South flank 1>lhere ':;hey "; 
racei ved intense 3/1. fire and a fE'W incoIf.ing mortal" rr..:'s ~ Inc.],,,, the..'1 re .... : 
grcuped and sc .. t up in a 360 degree perinster 2S by this t:ime it was (;,ark. 
vlhon Delta first encountered the Gnemy Kilo continued on their COriI)aSS 

headir:g until they 'Were directly north of Delt.a" Kilo then on on:::'el' turn<$d 
Sod.h to link up tdth Delta ,gt J..22015H. Tl-Jislink up Has very SUCCGssfully 
ace OlUpi i .. shed. 

29 
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(9) Lt l;~23J5H Compnny Ie (BT 0(2365) med-evaced the last Df their 

emergency casu<J.lties :omci resupply was' acccmplished. R8sults 1j>Jhich 'Jsre' 
finally eva1.u,:,:Gec: came to 15 USI1C KIA, 26 USNC HIli med-evaced: J.8 HIi:iNE, 
and 2 }{U\." 15 VC I:IA (probC'.b1e9) c 

(1) kt 130800H Company K (BT 089361) Hred 
came Sl"eeping through the bushes~ Fired 5' !'ds~ No 
f d -ro 1] 1 ' 1 T'C K'r' ( J:" ,) Dune on \ • HeSl~,1.:ljS W8re vli COnl.lrmeo.,,' 

on VC who ran as NarinlSs 
weapons or c:ocurnents 

(2) At 1308J.oH Company M (BT 075373) spotted people in un:Lforms 
anc::l fired 811 s on them. 81t s fired 15 r(ls ,'lith excellent target coverQge. 
Results Here 7 iTO lUi, (probable). 

(3) fit D0845H Company I (BT (86354) Ivhile sweeping area for 
bodies came unc~er mortar and S/iLfire. Returned 12 H-79 and 400 rels H-60 
which neutrclizccl rifle firs<o Called air strike on enemy mort~r position 
wi th goO(~ coverage. Recovered 6"VG bocics L'lea:ting khaki uniforms o.lso 
1 Chinese Sub-HG. Results I-Jere 9VC KIA (confirrnec',), cGptured 1 CbiCD!I1. 
1'10, 3 Chio·om g;rellades, 1 INA pack, 2 ccmteens, 1 Chicom assault magazine, 
1 cartridge bel~G .. 1 E-tool, 2 gas masks Emc1 document.s. 

(4) i~t 131130H Commanc.:' Group (BT 079361) received report from 
aerial observer vlhich Spott8G 50 vc ;ltth lfJ8apOnS ::mu packs n Called. in 2 
f:rty missions, 1 2ir strike one1, fired 50 rc~s o:f 81rr,m mort.srs. Re,sults'vlere 
19 VC lCl:il (coill'irmec1) Md6 VC KIA (probable). 

(5) lit 1.3130011 Company I (BT 0933,8) encountered large enemy force 
while searching end ;ciweeping assignedccrea. Received a heav;y vo1um6 of 
both Sib fire nnd mortars.' 'Range bete'Jean Gnemy !-las 2t times, as c10s6 as 
100m~ Cal18d in m"my Arty, mortar and ::ri.J? strikes with good \;O-"r81'age. 
Rssults i~ere 2 Narj.heS KIll (med-evaceJ), 29 VC lCL~ (confirl'iiff:ld). 33 ve KIA 
(probable).. < 

(6) llt D1330H Company Ie (BT 088358) received intecsG G!L. fire 
8.nd mort;:l::'S fJ:OiTl. ene'my pocT.',J::.ion (BT 088353).. CaJ.led in 2 l~r'Gy missions and 
.3 d.T strll(es. DJ.l'ir;g the niT strj.kes the 611smy rr;n iDt,o t,~e open c!J),c1 
lrJeT6 cut clolm b;:l aC(;UT3te :md hG~:rI}'Y volume ef S/i~ fi1~e<, R€sults .JUre 
8 'Ie ;(11, (co,..,-r';'~"'erl\ ]0 Ve~ TrrA (Y'l'obCl'c' \ • , • .u..,"~ ". ~U./, _ v ,u. ~' ,~, ),dS) '" 

(7) [,t 1315COH Company I( (BT 083358) Trlhj le attempting t.o regroup 
and resur:;pl:r 1-1:';.t11 ,'?-mmo 'Wc~s C1g3in tole",:!. under intense S/A fire and :cocGived 
inco\T,ing r~(;:rt,::\rs,. C,il.led in 7 AI":,v rr.issi, OUS, h 2::;,1' stri,kcs cmd. 8J.mm moX"'t.:1r 
miss1cns~ i~s tI1G ~ir strikes Q~_t the enG~·L1y J7;::s1tions.:') the:' t-1ouJ..c:, jl,1.ri~t) i'l~Or.l 

, " 
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thej_l' positions· 2nd run. The N.2rines cut thel1l cLown. Results were 15 va-­
KIA (confirmed), 20 VC Ia~ (probable). 

(8) .At 131635H Company l'I (BT 086358) spotted L!5 enemy (BT (93357) 
carrying their cQs'...lalties :md 2 mortar tubS8 across an open aredo C211ecl 
in 35 81mm mortor rounds \~ith good target coverage. Results l-JGre 19 VC 
KIA. (confirmsd), 23 \7C KIA (probable) after intense search of the above 
area 25 VC ELI (confirmed) and 37 VO KIL (probnble) 'l'Jere recordedclt.;oG to 
me~y bIDed trcUls ond drag m3rks o 

(9) At nightfall nni ts were at follovJ:tng positions: 

(a) Command Group and Company K and D - BT 079361 

(b) Comp~y 11 - BT 086360 

(c) Company I - BT 092358 

( cl) Company j:, - BT 080.359 

(10) The follmving is a Narrative Summc,ry of Combat Aetion foz--
13 Nay 1967: 

(a) 0730: Cottage Delta was pulled back to CP location, 
(:aT 079361) within lijike~~~lines to resupply 2nd reorganize aner heavy night 
contact. InC.ia ",ne. K.Uo GDmp8I'..i8s located at 3T 086366 jumped off on S62rch 
ane::. destroy missions to seize objectives at, BT 084372 and BT 088368. 

BT 090363 
(ll) 0830: India met heavy contact on their right fla.'1l: at 

2cl>C: r;,:,ceived automatic ",)eapons fire and 60rrlJ1. morta.rs. 

(c) 0845: Kilo was diverted to [lssist India on its right 
flank ot BT 08)-1.;60. 

(d) 0900: Kilo arri vecl at India t s right flank and CCl!!18. 

under he2v:,/ small o.rms fire immEdiately at, 0. r2nge of 200 meters from l~·ell­
dug-~_n enemy force,. E'nGITlY had mortars, many automat.i.c vJeapons nnd ~Nore 
green and khaki ulJ.:uorms" cartridge belts and jungle helrr.ets, EJtimo.-Gcs 
from front line units Gro th2t ener'!'} force 10k,S C\ reinforced N'J..:1 battalion .. 

( ,".:. lO~0-15JO·. R.ea'nr 0 ta t 1Jot' r t ] - . '"'. ._. - • 'J C n ,c', .-J. 11 enem~ 2. C _08e r~~ng(3; 

many sightings of enemy units mr::v:i.ng in .30 anc~ LJ) man unit,::)" Ej);:e :J\}J:rt 
tlO rE:lieve heavy pressure or.. Kilo at BT 086360.. [rllrbg this p8riod., 8 
I'lil' strikes .Jere ccllC',don t.he are of Phuoc Due ()-J.), 3T 08,3353. 

(e) 1.~00-1800: me.-'1Y activity· s1..,hsided and the follo1.Jing 
cE',sualties (!Jere clett'i--r.lined~ f!"'isncUy IGA 1 s 9:- fl'i8:o."ily~IT!~i s 634 /,11 
friend.1y casu.a"lt::'G3 viere r~ed-ev8ced~ En61c,Y KIA !, ~oni·j.rryiec1) J.22~ e12·:1;,r· 

KI1~ (prooD.ble) l)t.~ Invv ItJI'ge ene!11JT sightir€s ";'\l(]T"e re~,o::·tjed rtE f;):L:LI:;11;;~1 ~ 

3J. -
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~ Kilo sew aircraft drop napalm on approximately 100 
enemy as they were qom1ng across an open field towards Kilots positionq 

.' '. 2 K:lkespotted a group of SOlIe "'S enemy whl' w~re ~ 
lng casuaLties arid t mortar tubes. .An 8lmm mortar mission of 40 rds H:S 

·'called on top of them with excellent CQVe1:'£!ge. 

. (11) J~t 132340 Company M,. I and.,A (BT 086354) came under heavy , 
S/.A fire ~ A/ioJ fire .nnd mortar fire from approXim.atcly 1 ComprulY of VCi, , 
Received US rds of mortars both &J and 821:1111, also S/11. fire, A/IV fire,md 
3 mortars missions Qi1d Ii l!Tty missions. F12re ship illuminated. Resu)ts 
were 2 Narines EIJ\ (:ned-avaced), 20 Marines 1fl A (med-evaced), 32 VC KIA 
(confirmod), 35 vc ICIA (probable). Captured l'lE,re 2 Chicom light NGs !erial 
number 906888 and 883782, 3 Chicom S/K rifles Serial numbers 7056283(" 
706)083 ;;;nd 8151807, assorted packs and equipment.. Book with note r.-:ferring 
to 307 Battalion, soldering irun,'solder, demolitions kit. 

x. 14 Hay 1967~·· - ."-
(1) /;t 140705H Company I searched through tree line wherJ enemy 

was last night, found 1 vee killed" 5 VC in bunker "lith 3.5 rock(t,~ Found 
mortar site :mel 7 rds, 60mm mortar. One VSC stat.es he his from i B,~t't;alion, 
2nd Regt but ;'Jill not state orieinal- unit. Fou.nd bCf/k on VCC states VC had 
bEGn in area 12 days. Eesults were 5 'IC Klj~ (confirmed)~ l'VC('" Captured,: 
21 Chicom grenades (destroyed)" 2 IvI-26 grenades (destroyed), 1K-44 assault 
rifle eerial number 7065861, 3 flK-4'1 B.ssault rifles 7.62:n:n s(rial nmibG1~ 
10062289,'10065875 c,nd 9l~73998, Lt helmet,s, I'box 7,,62 lViG ammo (Unk~1):o 
1 BAR nwg, 4 11-J.4 mD.g, 16 bana.."1a mags for llK-L~7ts, 550 rds start 7.02: 
150 rds 8:'j01'"l:, 7 .. 62 (linked)" 1 long rope, 13 cartridge belts, 8 E-tods, . 
6 plastic ponchos, 8 canteens, 2str.otchere) L!. gas 'nask.~ 1 C}:icom NCr serinl 
number 9C3232. 

(2) lit l~lhooH thEllocal people say that 2 BattaJions of rWA: the 
JO:5th 1::nd the )O'(t;h, caMe ir.to the area Hith ~0hG intention of fightir.g t,he, 
[\]'\.'\IN 2,t Qu.e Son. They, 'Were to split the Bc:,tt,alions for '~h~ Dtt:=:cl{ but the: 
Nc:rines h3C'. £orcec~ t.ll~' fight before they had splH. The' NV As did net l~Jn~ 
to fight, the Herind.. Nov,) they have split up into Sql1sJ. and plCltoon sj_zed 
tL."1its and gone g;[f'in different c.i.rect.ioy!-se 

0) . At 14155411 co 3/5 (BT 079361) firGd the ~(}th 81m mortar rd 
of Operc,tion mnon. He fired at BT 091358 in the are2. of Phuoc Duc (4)~ 
The. ~'ol.md· 'HaSel 'lVP resulting in 1 VC KIii (probable) 

(4)" kG lh1630H Company ::t (TIT 092366) cam~ upon tvJO shallow graves. 
Th .. " v' r.-." •• ' l - 1 .;. 'f" d s B "S""lJ"i1 

e graVE. S COn'GalY16U 'GWO !'lorll1es •. ,-,ue "JaS p031'lj:LV~_.y lC CD \,/:1 1e a I ". 01""" 

Toe other wasCso"'iYelff ideni;ified

3

:S Ci;'1LE"Joth '''1noo©nl~~ll.i · 
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At 14165l.H Colonel HWGHrON paiC:~ the 3/5 CP a visit. 

At 141730H all units moved out. to a new location. 

(7) Throughout most of the ~ldyall units stayed in their last, . 
night I s positions p2trolling their immelliate e.reas and blocking for 1/1" 
During the late afternoon all units moved independently t,Q their new 
locationsc> 

(0) .,U At nightfall units were located as follm(!s: 

(2) Command Group,_ CompanyK and Company D - BT 076369 

(b) Company A - BT 076364 

(c) Company N - BT 070374 

(d)· Company I - BT 074374 

Y 8 15 Nay 19670 

(1) [,t l50600H Operational control of Company D TriaS transferred to 

(2) At 150605Hall units moved out from last night! s position to 
locate, close l-Jith and destroy the enemy. 

(3 ) fit l50850H aerial observer (BT 08~3 82) in support of 3/5 spotted 
15 VC, BT 1043?j-!,~ lo!earing green ane, khaki unForms. Artillery Gnd 2 aiJ. ... 
stri.kes were calied on tbem. Results vJ6X'e .3 KIf, (cGnnrmed);) 5 KIi: (probable) 

(4) Lt 150835H Ind:i,a (BT 089383) was sNGGping 'towilrd the mcr:-ang~"s 
object.i-ve; a mor·liar 3i te vIaS located ilt the G.bove coordinates. The site 
was fresh and the base plate impression I'ilas such that it 10Dlted as if the 
mortars \';ere fired iiovJards hill 65J (3T 09.3392) 0 

(5) AJG 15:l.300H Compc!DY K and CommELYJ.c.1 Groups:njved .,." :r~ighs position, 
(J'T.' 085325)" 

({)) '",.;- 1.::'111')01' +.(. lr.'70"TT Vl'lrc. "nd 1--1"1'" 'l"re on l·'lne "1't'1 'lIl'ke an ,,'" • .~. '.J ~.J...../ ... :"".J-' II v _' ;;~\_ ' .... v.:.'"l !,1,L... '... -..., Ct 1. \.1 c~ L'" c.:: _ ~.......\O ,I.. -1 '". . 

'"l1e north of :;'ncha at BT 092336 and BT 09238Lr. Hhe:l Ine~ia came under intense 
S/A iire :md r(.;ceiV(3c'.. incon~xlg 82mm mortars~ Ind.ia tr:en called in t:\rtj~lery, 
mOTt ar"s) 2nd ;-:n air strik"e 011 the enem,y' posi:Giono A lIl~.e~,r rllade Et strafing 
r"'J.n l:,hrongh 'India J s GP ~ No one 1rJ8S injured. The fixed liling air stl'j,ke: 
each IJ1Eine, Df t~JO" made 1 peWS and l~el'e right. on target.e On the next pass 
the D.eac:ing ,,12S c~:l.:l::lged to l1".2[(6 it safer fOJ.' :friendly troops. As t>'8 J"'light 
lead'3r C2rne ill. J.:'t: ;T.c~_st.ook tilG USfIIG 2rea fop "she ~:=;-~!.em:y·: 8 area arid ()J:"cPP8Ci. 
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two bombs on a platoon of India wounding 10 HDdnes. After the a.ir strik5? 
Cmnpany-H'-rfJ'ove~S·E-n:ffd~Cor;:p~n~;j~;;o·vecl···i{Eto '"lj:ri.k up so Company I 9Q:\l~C"- ,_ 
pullback bet"itieen them.~ evac their wounded and regrou:p'~' --iioth-Compar,y 11 2nd 
Company Ii hell;ed India. pull be:ck '~hGjr vlcunded~ Once all the; med-evacs 
were out Company I again mOYed bet1~een Company Hand Cmr,pany li. to resume 
their posiUon on the front. f::.tapproximately 1410 Company K and the OF ------
started t OlcJeI'd 'bIle action ,,)hen they r2Il into snipers 0 Company K tool~ care 
of the snipers •. !~ morter missions were cnlled on the ene!1\Y! sarea to the 
east of thE) Mike,. L'1.clia" & Alpha lines. One of these missions destroyed 
bh:enemy 82Tl1m. mortar position., U artillery missions were also called in on 
this i:\reClo Results {Jere 8 USHC KIA, 30 T:JIA, 6 -V'.llilNE, 22 VC ElP. (c onfirm.ed), 
27 KIA (proba1::le), 1 veG, 4 VC3. . 

(7) fit 151615H the CP, (BT 085380) spotted 6 VC wearing green and 
khaki uniforms [\nct caI'ryi.ng tvlO rifles. The perimeter opened up on than. 
lawl.king one dawn. Results were 1 VC lUI, (probable) 0 Found 1 NV li helm.et 
and I illumination grenadeo 

(8) Dux-ing the day the Battalion moved with 3 companies up mld . 
ConlPany K provid:ing the Commond Groupsecurityo All units were using spread 
formations due to flat -:md open terrain. 

(9) l,t nightfall units were located as follows: 

(a) Command Group and Company K - BT 090380 

(b) Company III ;.. BT 099363 

(c) Compa.l1Y I - BT 099382 

(d) Company A - BT096381 

z~ 3:6 NiJ;rJ961~ 

(1) .fill units at l6061~H moved out from night positions to locate, 
dose with etHcl dos'Gray the enerow ~ 

(2) At 160630H - 160700H Artillery fired 4 prep missions between 
t,he follo',iling coord::ulates, B~r 112399 and p'r D2383. 

(3) . lit l60730R - l6oElOO!I Lrtiillery fiTed same prep rrLi,ssions~ 

(l.J.) At 1603JOH Company II (,BT lOL~385) found a booty trapped. Cr..icom 
60mm mortc;:r, C G111plGte, and a dead Ire male in D. C2VS ncarby" The mortcll~ h<::cl 
bean set up as if it h'3.d been ju:::;t i'ired-8 'i'hcre "iers 5 wi:.aG leading from 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
3121 
24 May 1967 

various parts of the mork'T, lead:i.ng to a Chic om grenade vJhich 'Was senri.­
buried. 3 of t:18 wircs IJ81'G 160se trio Hires 2nd 2 of the 1-.7:'-1'e8 11ei~e 
taught, trip Hil'8S" Undern82t.h the COr,-,81" of the base plate \rias yet ;:mother 
explosive Q'3'JiCS., This l'):::S rigged I'Ji-th lvhat seemed to be a presrur!3 relec::se 
firing mec1-;'''Zlisnle l'he ent.:Lre tEoI'tElr,~ Chicom gren2de a;1d. thE secund 8]rp10 .. 
sivE:; dev:l_ce \';cr'8 cll desk'oyed in pJ..<'1CG rc:ther than risk a Harine 1s life 
dis0.!'ming it <? H.esu1ts were 1 VC KIA (c onfirmod). 

(~) lit 16084oH Company A (BT 106332) swept through hamlet where 
this unit rcehrsd h02VY fire y6ster0.2Y~ ?ound a.n NVA cartridge belt, 
poncho, hammodc 2nd three heavy blood truils. Eesults ,vere 3 VC KIL '(probable) • 

. 
,'(6) l~t 160955H I,tCo1 D. E. ESSLIN':'cER (BT 100381) spotted a VC 

running (BT 105381) r:nd teak him under fire with first an M-JJ.\. and then 
M-16; he d01-mecl himo Results were 1 VC KIf; (ccnfirm2d). 

(7) lit J61qDH Company Alpha! s interpreter talked to an old man 
(BT 116390) l~ho ::rGcted that approximately 100 If If A troops slept and ate 
around his house last night. lit first light they moved off together tOl-1ard 
the ncrlheCl.st. 

(8) ;It 161315H Company M (ET 118393) vlhile searching a village 
found 4 containers of :t;'Ll;S·eS and increments for 61mm mcrtal's. 

(9) At 16JJ;15H Company I (BT 119395) discovered cave complex Qt·, 
BT 115393 which D.I)pe2r ed to be us ed as a n:sdtcc:J. fadlHy" OE6 VCS male,' 
very uncoop2r2tiye~ 1vas found inside the CElVE:;. iii, the same location a 
booby trap 1i'18S el~.CGUntercj v,;,en Or..6 Harine took off his pacK and eccic1entally 
dropped it em a t.rip 1~ire.. The explosive devise HOS evidenUr,~, a comhi,na­
tion of a fr~g :~nd 1:IP. O)J,e end of the trip vJi:re weSconnected to a 'cree ' 
and the othGT "1)23 secured to the exp~LosiY6 dev"ice. Results '-lere 4 li5:-IC 
iVI11 med-evace0.<o 

(10) kt I61930H all units arrj.ved at tonights position at BT 1.5]J~08. 

(11) At nightfall units "Jere IDeated [!s follows: 

(2) 

(b) 

(c) 

( '\ G J . 

Command Group and Company K - BT 152408 

Company M - BT 158Ii09 

Company Ii - BT l1Jl;.cJ7 

(1) k~ 170600H Operation UNION was secured" 
~c.: 
), 
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ll~ Resl~lts 

a. .TIJ1.e.m~r 
"""~ 

. (1) The follewi.ng is 8'1 asse&SmC!lt cif VC pe1'So:!'lne1 casuDlties 
inflicted by 3/5: 

(a) VC KIA (confirmed) - 288 
~.". 

(b) va lUiC, (probable) - 372 

(c) VC WI.i1 (confirmed) - ,.J--. 
(d) vee - 35.-.. ... ~~. 

(e) vcs - .?1----
(f) Ohieu Hois 3 

(g) Refugees taken out of va controlled areas - 283 

(2) The following is a completion of enemy equipment and material 
captured or destroyed by :3 /5. 

and.evaced .. 

(n) ~::VI, packs w:i.th gear (destroyed and evaced) - 30 

(b) Chicom grenades (destroyed) - 56 

(c) N-26 grenades (destroyed) .. 9 

(d) Documents (destroyed and evaced) - 75 IDs 

(e) l'lcdical supplies (destroyed "md evaced) - 501bs 

(f) 1 60mm Chicom mortar destroyed 

( g) The folh'cving is a list oi'loleapons th3t were captured 

1 K-h4 - 8 

2 K-47 - 2 

.3 AK-47 - L 

h Chicom L:rG •• 3· 

36 

--
:rw~©;~tEJ£)~~~n~fDr 
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2. 11AS 36 - .3 

6 Chico~ GarbinGs .. 2 

? U3 !-I-I Garbine - 1 ...:.. 

8 12 gauge Shotgm1 - 1 

2. Total of 25 captnr6d ~cifles. 

( t,. ) •.•• R' 1 d /~ lOr, l' ;.). ..::..ce u.est:roye - 0':';. '. '-.., os 

b. Friendly 
.. 

• 

(1) Casualties sus·tained by 3/5 l'1)Gre es follows: 

(a) Killed in Action .. 16 -, 
1 Gunshot .. B 

2 Shrapnel - 8 

(b) Died of vJOunds •• 4 

1 Gunshot; .. 1 

2 Sl'.rapnel - 0 

3121 
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~w'",,· 

3 IvI.srine:: died when a h9J_icopter .vent down <::t sea .. eUToute 
to a hospital s11i .. p -..., .') 

-) 

( c ) vh~.:tnc\ed in Action - 2J.5 

1 iJlll1sho7. - 67 

2 Shrapnel - 148 

(lI) T:18 c;.Dove cr\sualtics c~o,t'.o+" iueJ.u.dev the ca.:ma:1.ties 
sl1.stained by -the COlll)3nies froi.! ~/5 ttat 1i;(~r8 a~t.ached too 3/5 at variol1.s 
t irrl 98 " 

(2) The follovJing is a list of ~leapons and ec:n:ipment last or 
destroyed by 3/5: 

(a) 1 M-bO 1m dei5troyed 

(,)) l cal ~45 pist.ol destroyed 
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(c) 

/(d) 

( e) 

(f) 

2 Cal .)-1-5 pistols lost 

2 l!J. .... 79 grenade lC'.unchers d6stroyed 

6 M-16 riflGs lost 

1211-16 rifles cleatX' Clyed 

30 p~Jcks "\r,lj.th gear dest:C'oyed 

12.. i1dm:1.1Tis-cr2tion 

RS8tlT·r~lv. . 
,, __ :......;..·t.tb.-..'-*"-1 

(1) Res'J.pj:1y "!vas ace oropli shed from the LOGistical Support [.rea 
(LS;') at T8m Ky. 

(2) Normal resupply of 311 l;li;.~.-.e~ 'Cli· supply was accomplished 
every ot.her ·dty. Bnerg2ncy resuppl:r .Jas accomplished when requested. Usually 
the cOllTpD.nies viere rc,suppli.·2d in their own LZs 0 ~e3.13ional1y, a problem 
arose when tHo Dr more companiEs us',;d the S8m'S LZ.'rhe resupply \'lOulcl be 
brought to tho I,L'; 2nd the companies !.JOuld nc-i:; }mow lflhich gear was theirs 
bec2.use they hnd l~Ot ret~lined 8. copy of their oml resupply request; this 
was easily co:crcc"ted. . . 

(3) j~vailD.bility of helicopters was a controlling fact.or but. 
overall support 1j\12.S excsllent. 

(!.~) The }1ST net was used as a logiGtical and adm"inistrative net 
and a helicopter cD:1·c,rol net.. Some problem ,)["s encountered due to "thG fact 
that the same raili.o vJas uSed to c;ccomplisb. both of thesG functions. rIll1-"en 
a helicopter came to J.2nd the 2dm::i.:nistratj.v" net IJould h~lve to shub d01rm 
t.o control the heJ.inopter. An 2ddition~ll radio with EST, wit.h a standby 
frequen0Y, wouJ.u alleviate this proble];,,, 

b. !!~.~l?-j;en,"~~2~" 

(X) NaiD:~61in:.ce of equip!T!c!lt was accolJplished thro'lgh the IBA. , 
R.eplnC6m8iit c;f (~ei'c;ctive equiprlGn"i.i tOOl{ place in the field", (me l"egt1.ire-; 
Dent)! hO,J8Ver, '·Jhj.ch cause6 a minor problem <\t first was trwt the lS1" 
vlCJl(!.d s:::nd a man to Gfi·e~t the E':::\:~hanze ·cT eCltlj.prn':;!lt~ If the defee·tive 
1-ieaporl 01' Eq·~Jip[iCnt 11]3,8n t t in the LZ ,'JheD ".:.he ne'irJ gGolr arrj.ved, it resultqd 
in the mcn frc~n. the 1B.'\ staying in thE": fieJ.d l1.ntil he physically made 
the 6xr:b.s.i1ge_~ '!0r::Ls 1,1(1.8 corr~c .. t-!e.cl(> 
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(1) EvaCt18tion of personnGl w 38 ace oIiIi,llshed smoothly and usu,ally 
in a mini:num of time" i.gain> avai:"ah::'lity of helicopters ~las a big factor. 
One problem thnt devG.loped Wus that a Hsd-evac "lCuld be requested before 
an LZ was secured ",md bfdore the Ne;r:L-..es to be med-evaced were at the LZ. 
This resulted in ~p+Jers either circling for long periods before corning in 
or ;retQt'l1eQ to their bilS t:; empty" HDunded were removed expedi€:l:1tI.W from 
the bat'c,lefield ,mel excellent. CC:G.'8 was l'eceived throughout the eV2.cuation 
ch2in. 

d. Transportatio~~ 
~--- -.::. ..... ~ 

(1) Ho problems Here encountered vlith transportation. Replacements 
and special SUiJplies ,'lGre trans:ported by -truck to the LSA. All resupplies 
Dnd replacements 1-Jere delivered to the field by helicopter from the LSi •• 

e. Communications. 

(1) ThG PRC-25 proyed to be a thoroughly dependable, cdequc'te 
means of comm.urLccrtions. Irli tially a PHc-·47 vJas inclucled in the equipment 
t 1 t t h t" 1 d "'1 p-Y' 4"' . . 'J " J..' Tt··L 
a~en ,0 de ~LS.~. < 118 Lev" i lS comnc,ere':l :U!l')'p!'at.n;:1.ea,~. ~ 18 1;00 

heav-y and batte:.":v yommplv ""'?d recharge Dresents more problems than HilS 

wDrth~ The F.,~c-b ,'Ja~/ retG.:,ned. It is ~'8conlffiended that the PE~c·-47 11'Y0 be 
c(!nsiderecl f\)2.' USe by rr1cbi.::'-:;; batt.eJ,i.ons o \. 

(2) Tl~e EC-292, l.ess the 11B-135 t s, proved ade'luate for distal1ces 
which exceed.cd the cCipabi.:t.i 'uies of t.he ,~hip anter>na. Tm,s tree-to!.) 292 
is portab10 [mei C:::L be 'lr,tscned to a bamboo pcle 2nd °c.:Led or' le,<~!'led on 
trees. 

(3) The ini t~':al ccmfusion of frequencies p.X'}ected on one hour 
m011nt-ont 1161'6 t:b::r,).; .. ; 'i':':;J~ S3.~}e as f?J+,(.~~'=tSl'lC:"~~C. on ()p~l'at:i.GD5 j11 !'I1hich CC:.:1-
sider at-1o ti:'":'"~t: is I~' >nS1.:~~·n8Ci ill p~~er)orc~t:: 0:.1 ~ l'bi s does r,equj..re t}".J.crt·J a rsfc:l"­
ence frGql.1.en~y be J.esj.iSnc::ted by nC:JrI.C' 'GO h,J'\t-e <:\n ass:Lgned Euniber- c.g" 
D~:isy-h2 "0,, }?:::'0c:U,;l~\Oi8S are }lossed elY .sa;)··:i,ng Daisy .- the required amount 
to gtve t'~18 reci',li~'E '~1 frc::quencJT <' Thj.o should bE; C ;jDsidered to supplemsT,t 
th, COl:., , 

(J.) T otcQ. J:cumber of msch.caJ, eV8C~J.eeso 303 

-
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(4) Houndod j,n action nOD-evac, 42 

(5) Died of 1'JOunds 1 

(6) lIon-cornbat deClths 3 

(7) Gombat. injuries· .. non lrJound 

X <2) Contu8i on -6 

(b) Sprained ilnkles - 2 

(8) Non-c')m~)at injuries - 95 

(a) urh1Cll"Y tract infection -1 

(b) Burns-2 

(c) i,11ergy-1 

(d) Spr2ins-7 

r n, 
... I} 

(q) 

(11) 

Heat Exhaustions -2£ 

.fYl~J.acle S t:o Bins -3 

, -, 
..... .L~.,_ 

(k) P0ssiblc Appendici'bis -l 

(I) ll:,,)c1orninal cramps-2 

(n) Cellnli ttis -4 

(0) Krife wound -1 

(p) 00res rm ';:oot -1 

J.:,O 
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(q) 

(r) 

(s) 

(t) 

DECLASSIFIED 

LncerCltio:1 -1 

Gc,strnent.erites -2 

(u) Skin ulcer -1 

(v) Diarrhea-8 

(vl) SnakE; bite -1 

(x) kGhlet,e's foot .. 1 

(y) ;Possible heart attDck -1 

(z) accident21 discharge -1 

13. 'Special Equipr.;snt and Techniques 
,-----.-~---.-...-... - .. _, ...... 
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a. The conrp2rrj.cs from 1/5 th3t t-jere OPCON to 3/5 at various times 
h ..,r1 t ' ", , , ,.. 'C'. n ~b' l,~ 

c.", a "G8CrlECt l:;~ -':;;}eYll 0COU"ij·· . .;nlper '.LearnS.. .J: .eSe 'CG~,::s were ODSerVG(.t closely 
by tho CO 01' 3/5 2ll\l ascsrt:dned to be highly effective, This W2,S especictlly 
true in both stL~blG blocld:lg ;,'Iositions Emd against long r:::ngesi1ipers~ 

.' ", 

b. The B~ttalion S<-2 brought scm'3 piasters fr om rj.s re"Cvard f:mc1 to 
the field to P?Y. tf~G'::h\}c.?;~~. lJeople for the USe of their lend for l)i v,m<}c 
sites, for thGU3coi' th€ir 1J12ter and for damage done by tho Eal~iLGS tc 
their property" . '?L:L8 .p:-;'ov.ed:. higr .. I.y eff2ct:i.Y8 2..11 c:3tAbHshL-:g a cOl'dial 
relat:i..O:1SYlip bGt.l~e8rl t~c l08c:',J_ V:'\1 and the US11C~ 

'. ) 
14. CQmmand~ s lmal;'ysis & OpeJ.'atio!l UNION was B. totally successful, and 
tiuit.1:u:rei~Te~--::~Sr:-,ove; .. t-hr8~-:l "leeks th_-:'s Battalion m3.ll2ilvered deep 
in a,"'1.e:ny te::'r:tt,v.r:,r tn )llt'SU;J;,t cf VC ::>:!.1.cl lTv A nni ts c2JJd sns"tained l'elatiycJ.y 
light cfl.su81.ties .'"hUe il""n .. ict: .. ng considerable d3mage t.o the e!l2my 2.nd 
g3.ining a valuable ):x("Tch0J.DgtcaJ.. a.ct-r2.et.flge in ba"Ting f1'ee movamerlt. j.n 
s cjidly h"iLd VC- ar8,?,!3. ·npc~n+inal..ly fi~lc1ing . and i"i.:x:ing the ~Large Wi Jl 
forces on I2-lh 111ay. thiB Bwbtal:i.on "JaG ab~~e to close off the en6!t.y! s 
escape routes -end. (1f;fGc'ti~iQ~.:! d8Sii:::-cy the n!2.jr.)l~ity of cne rein..forced 
NiT.A batt.21jon an.rl c2pture much Df its eQl~j.pn1>"nto The Battalion moved 
'W""~l J·'Drc,ucrbc~'+ th'" '"'pe"'a·t-ion o~'y o""c'" -"G(l'l";;~l·ng "'a+"'r "''''''''.'''p'y r.".,rl .... ..L._ I..J .•• _ l:' .l,'u. U' \.~ ...... _. _. '..... " .. .!. . ...L .... ,1.:.. t .. ..L, •..• L ~ __ v""c ~c_ 1. c; .. ],. ... !/ -L. Q.l.'. __ 

keeping non-batt~,:J ~)asil&.l ties to' a n::i.n:l.m11.r.1.,. In the heJ.t, e.xpe!.'ienc.;::Q t;-lo3 
r~lIlvvaJ. or' D.I'ffi0red YE?s-t:J' con?j.(~GTahly :h:l'.pr:oved ·tte fight:Ln;;; effectiveneSS 
of the troops by giving a lig>."ti3!' load per man a~l.'i ir~crea.sing the f:ree~· 
dom oi' movE',n;:,mt" 
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15. Recommendations 

a. The HST be issued em addUion21 radio to insure continuous control 
of all the:LT nets .. 

be That. a speciC'J. fund be set up to pay the VN dvilians for services 
rendered t.o the Harines while on operaticns e 

c. Tl1..at So out·-Sniper teams, be attached to the battalion in further 
operations .. 

d. That the PRc·-47 not beconsi"dered for use by mobile battalions. 

e. That an adequately secure and simple < reference fre'quency system 
be devised for use ivhen on ope!'attons to supplement the COl. 

, 
f. That constant ,and cnntinuous instruction and supervision be given 

by both officers and NCOs on care, cleaning and maintenance of the H-16 
rifle when ill the field. 
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Company A - BT 0792~2 

(c) Company K - BT 069205 

(d) Company :tJl - BT 059203 

k. 1.1&}.2§l 

.3121 
~4 May 1967 

(1) [~t 010430H 211 units left .thej.r prosent posi1?-::ns t,u conti!llJe 
the atta.ck,. 

(2) lit 010530H C'Jmpany K (BT 205055) Was moving down a trail 
in the d8rk when 7 VC ran tllr:.ugh the side of the colnr:>Jl. Company 
Kimmediately opened fire and appra'i:ended what VC were close at hnnc1~ 
Result.s wore 6 vee captured, ,;ne of whi.ch was wounc.ed o 

(.3) .i~t 010535H C(mpany e (BT 051206) apprehended eneves Inale 
~lho ran into the re.::!r of the column just after the firing mentioned 
in the l.?tst entry ce8sed. VCS 'Was carryinG a pack conta:ning ~ice '~ 
'and clcthing. 

(h) l;t 0107.50H C:;mpuny C (BT 047207) received 5 rds sniper 
fire fr::·m BT oL.6209o Returned 50 rc1s sII".all m'i,IS and sent squad to 
search are3. vJith net:;3ti V6 re8ul ts. Result.s Were 1 USHC KII.. ' 

.' (5) l;t, 0l0825H Cr)rnpany M (BT 066213) received 3 sniper rds 
f:rom BT 064215 wounding 1 Marine in the leg.. C~· M returned 30 rds 
sm..all artl".8 <mel three 3 ~5 WP rds. A pl<:,to"n swept t.hrc.-'V.gh t.he enemy 
pcsition findine:; a heavy bleed trail. F.es·p .. lis Were 1. USl"IC W:::A and 
1 VO KIA (probabJ.e~ .. 

(6) At 010845H Co K (BT 023213) l'ecei v8d 6 :r.ds sniper fir8 
,,)tlch wounded 2 Marines& C u K retumed a heavy volume of f:L~e and 
searched ont the are'S. with negative results. Results were 2 USlV{C 
WI.A l\ied .. Evnced~ 

(7) i:,t 0108.50H Co !Vi (BT 065215) received 6 rd.s of sniper fil~eo 
Cc .N returned. 40 rds of srnaj~ arms and 2 rds of 60,111l1 mortars" S3~~ 
t.he aY'ea finding a large blood trail and drag marks,. Result.s Nere 
1 VO IaA (probable)" 

. (8) .itt OllOGOH Operational bcntr~:l of Company 1\ "las tr'ansferred 
:,0 l/~" 

(9) J.t, 011050H CD M CRT 057218) received 7 rcls sniper fire 
fr,)m BT 0552:L6 vi8uncling ;neNarine. Co 1'1 returned 50 rds smaH arm'3~ 
Hesu.l'Gs were 1 USliC HI1:~ med-E:ivaced" 

17 
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(JO) At OJ.lJ.OOH the C:)mm''1.'1.d Grcup jo:ined C. K in their blocking 
positLn at BT 027211" 

(11) kt 0l1l30H Co K (BT 023208) spotted ·two va with weapons 
across the river (BT 023207) and tk them under fire·" . One VC 
c.ropped :md the other hel:ped hi.ill iEtc the bushes. Results were 1 
VC KIi, (p:cobable'i" 

(12) Lt OU218H Cc M (ET OLe219) rocE:ived 5 rds sniper fire 
and ret1.trned 20 rds smell arms t.hen searc;1sd thE: area finding 3 blood 
tr;::dls a.nd 1 dead VC ma2..e in a cave with a cartridGe belt. Results 
were]. VO Y.If. (confirmed) and 2 VC KIA (probable).,. 

(13) 1,t01l425H Co K (BT123211) spotted 3 VC J one wi.th a 
weaponn llarines k·ck them unGer fire (BT 021209) dm-mine one n Results 
'Were 1 va lIT;, (probable).., 

(14) BetwGGn Ol0900H and 0118~OH Company 11 waS subjected to 
accurate spJr2c.1ic sniper fire fJ;Gm the north resulttng in 7 USNC 
casualties. ..~s each ir..cident occurred Company 1\ returned a heavy 
volume of fire ~.md hnally an ait' strike anc; £l.'.1 8lmm m~rtat' r..ission 
was called on the last suspected enemy posit.ion~ ,ill areas vJere 
searched out 1.Jit.h ne(;Cltive results except thc:t thl"l air st.rike and 
mortm's entirely cc:vE.red the suspecied enemy positins., The results 
'Were 7 USHC l-JI.il m6CI ... .::.vc~(;et!., ~·i,(l 4 ·VC.l:r:A·~:9i'Ob2h::1.~) .. 

(16) ~It nightfall the units rJere lDcatec: eS i'Dllows; 
I 

(a) Command Grcup and Co K - DT 0262J.l 

(b) Company]V1 (-) - BT 035214 

Cc.) C::nnpanyH ( ... ) -BT 035217 

(d) C'.Jmpnny 1~ - BT 038209 

(1) j,t. 020831H rme plotoon of Ccmr::my K crc-sssd tho rj.ve;t'o 
As yet no con-G[lct" Prep fires 'Were on target. 

(2) lit 020910H Company K eET 0]8205) received light. sniper 
fire nne: snw maD in camQuflaGe uti.li ticS Turming" IVi2rinGre1iurnecl 
25 rds and mm went d·.,wn" Hesu:.ts Were 1 VC KIi~ (c'~nfi'rmed), 1 . 
GhiCcm rifle serial # B7033~~ E;renacle p;:nch;> l US oan.t,<:'sn,. 5 S/A rc1s" 
cC\:::-trj.clse bdt; blu0-grey ~mif0rm and. peck. 
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