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Enelx "'(1) Route Ovct‘l ay of Com‘hnd Crcup ‘

1. Code None, Oper-ticn U\IION, » i ‘ |

s Date of Opcrotion, 211500H Apr:l 1967 t> 17060’\11 Moy 1967,
; 3. Leocatione Quong Tin and Queng Nem Prwv1nccs ?epg?zllc of Vlbtnam., '
| )-L- ’Comzp&ﬁeauquwters, Scc Task Or'ganiza'biori'au_‘.r"ﬂ o |

,

k Qrecnization.

T'T\

3rd B (=) (Rein), suh Mar:l.nes | | ;j,aol}.-;n,_g; ESSTTIGER .

HeS Co (=) - :
Dcty Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar (Ln T'n)
Det, 1st SP Bn (85T)

Dﬁt, lst Eng Bn

Ly 1,

v
,'

- 6o I (Retn) Capt STACKPOLE . . '

Co I

f "  Deh, H&S Go - | | ,_
. Bet, Med Plat o R
Co ~ Det; 8lrm Mort Plot '(FO tTm) L .

Dyt Comm PLt (FAC Tw) '

Det, Int Scct (Sccuts and Interpreters)

. Det; But’y F; 2nd Bn,.lJ.th Mar (O Ta)
Det 1t Erf

Det, 1lst P Bn (Hs?‘g)
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Co K (Rein) _ 114 R. 0. TILLEY
I . 2/Lt PASCARELLA
Co K : A - 2/Lt RONYRY
Det, H&S Co - : - 2/Lt HAWKS
' Det Med Plat - : : ' ,
Det 8irm Mort Plat (FO ‘I‘m)
Dct C.mm P14 (FAC Tm) '
Det, Int Sect (Scouts, Interpreter and Chieu HD:L)
Dct, Btry F, 2nd B, 1lth Mar (FO Tm)
Dct, 1st Eng
Det, 1st Sp Bn (IBT)
CoM (Reiny .~ . -~ . ~ Capt McELROY
T » 2/Lt JOHNS(N
CoM . .
Dct, h&S Co
, 81lmm Mort Plat (FO Tm),
D<t Mcd Plob

D\,'t Corm Plat (FPC Tm)

Dcv:,, Int Secth (qc”vuus1 Intecrpret cr and u‘m.eu Ho:.)
DcL, Btry F, 2ad Bn, 11th Mer (FO Tm}
Det, lst Eng
De’c., 1st SP Bn (HST)

Bn Heserve

s i m, OO

i, . et e 2

Co L (Rein) 1/Lt MURRAY

CoL . -
DCU, H&S Co
Deb, Blrm Mort Plot (Mort Scct & FO Tm)
Dct.. Med Plat .
Det, Int Sect (Scouts)
Det, F Btry, 2nd Bn, 1lth Mar (FO Tm)
Det, 1st 3p Bn (HS'I‘s
Det, 1lst Eng

6, Supporting Forccs

@ friillory
(1) During the course of Operation UNION the 3rd Ba ttallon,
Sth Marines reccived artillery support from five batteriecs. Batteries -
4 and B, lst Bottaiion, 11lth Maorines and Batteries D,F,W, 2nd Battalion,
1ith Marines, 4% no time cdurding the cuurse of the 75 miles covercd was

the batto-lion w:‘g‘«.;haut artillery support.
UNGLASS (ELESapee
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(2) Artillery was used 4o prep company and battolion objectlves
on a crntinuing basis, Preparation fires were very effective and timely,

- (3) Only at cne time werc the HeT firves reduced and this was
caused by a shortage of amunition due t heavy firing the day hefore,

be Hir
(3.} Opcrﬂtlon UNION tock plqce 1nclu51VG1y from 21 April to 17
Maye Thcvc Were no periosds during the operation where weather was a det-
errant tw_ub idisaticn of close air supporba

(2) Fixed wing supp.rt was utlllzed well durlng the earlier
phases of the chf“tlon averaging two per <¢ay, One strike by UH-1Es from
VHMO-6 was cinducted during the first weck, Ho owever, on 13 and 1 Ma ayy
3rd Battalion, 5th Morines coordineted and controlled 16 air strikes in
a periocd of 20 hours against NVA4 trcop concentrations resulting in a
significant number of c.nfirmsd end preobable KIis as well as 38 structuress
destroyed,

(3) K1 fixed wing air strikes in our support were c.ntr: 1led
either by 2 Forward fir Cintroller or a Tactical Air Controller (s4irborne).
It was shoun again that quite often the ground Forward Alr Controller was
ineffective in the control of air sirikes becouse cof the poor target
acquisticn from the Iimited ground visibility caueed by heavy foliage
1nd rough terrain,

(L) Maximum utilizaticn e flare ships for night activity was
effescted, The cJoacrrtluh of these units was of the highest order and
should be emphasizsd,

(5) The iN/PRC~25 proved to be a relicble unit and served as -
cur primary communication geare. The AN/PRC-L1 wss servicable as a UEF
ground to air system but was only marginally satisfactcry due to various
gmall nalfvnetions,

‘ (6) The airburne crntr-llers proved their worih on many occasions
both in their effective control of air strikes and in their highly effectlve_
asirial rcccnnaisanoe .

()’ ﬂn 15 May a Marine FLB from wm-au, Mag-13 dropped on the
weong target afier successfully striking the target on his first pass,
Even though the airborne c.ntroller (Black Coat &) yelled "o Drop" the
bombs fell amidst the Ist Plt, I Co und inflcctnd 1\ friendly-casvalties

(WlaYshowever all other clise air suppert wes accurate and well executeds

MN@&&SSUFHE@

(w2

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

3121
2h-May 1967

(8) On mumerous cccasicns throughout the cperation, Army, Alr
Force, and iRVN (VN Iw) aireraft werec observed flying through areas when
Marine units were cunduehing air strikes. Since the aircraft were oper-
ating on their wwn ircqucnc1es cemmnnication with ground vnits was not
possible. Finally on 15 May, a flight of what appeared to be U.S, Army
UH-1Fs fired L salvos of 2,75" rockets directly into our area. Miracul~
cusly no casualtics were incurreds Clearly a need for closer high ‘level
csordinqtmgn of trocp enmloyncnt with supporting arms is indicated,

‘Cp AT SuPnort Coordination

\l) ‘The fire support that was available to the 3rd Battalion,
Sth Mariries on Opcrﬂtlon UNION was artillery from five different battcrles,
fixed wing aircraft of 211 types, 8lmm mortars ond 60mm morbars,

+(2) In at least two instances the cerbination of Ar'bn.llery air
and morhars laid waste to the enemy allowing the infantry to %chp uhroagn

‘on area suf;crlnb a mnimm of casualties, | ’

3

(3) Tbc time C”nsumin{ process of obtaining a gave-a~plane prior
to firing an CTtl_LC"y missiom caused undue Celay ourlng s me critical ‘

movementsa A number of times prime enemy targets were lost while-a
save-a=plane was violabed by air craft and the artillery han 0. check fire
allowing the encmy to move safely out of sight. On the other hand during

* the LJunglhth and 15th of May in the vicinity of Phouc Duc (L) (BT 091353)2

coordination betwcen air and artillery was excellent, 4 mirdmim of time :
was J.oshb between oir strikes end artillery saturaticon missionss The gap
betvween the two wos cffcctlvcly filled by thc Battalion 8lmm. morta_sa

() During the Tast few days of the Opcrgtiun the 3rd Pattallon,
Sth Marines had prep fires cancellsd and prime trrgeus ostapes Jhen fire
missions were cancelled by an adjacent battalion, ‘4 fire cccrdination
line had been ssteblished and there should heave been no proklem. ALL
the prep fires aud the fire missions that were cancelled were well within
the 3rd Battalionls arca of responsibility, on its side of the FCL. When
using a FCL between different infantiy units a closs and: constanu liaison
muct be maintained between the battalicn FSCCs to insurs safe coordlnatcd
empl.oyment of 21l suvporiing aims, . ‘

7« Iotelligence

a, The enemy forces that were expected to be enccuntered on Operation
UNICN were clements of the 3rd NVA Regiment located in the AT 9331 arcas
Also reﬁo" bed was the 2nd NVA Division Headquerters located in the BT 0023
areas The 3rd Baobtalion, 5th Marines also encoimbered an unlmouwn nuiber
of lacal force guerrillas working throughout its operaticonal area.

L

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

I(

3121
2y May 1967

be Contact during the first 22 duays was cmmsidered to be very light
as compared 15 the last 5 days, The action was mainly sporadic sniper
fire, oceasit nal nigh® prebes of the defensive positions and contact with

. 5=6 man guerrilla units; there was'one excepblqﬁ to this, Kilo Company . .

ran intc en estimated ho man ambush in the 4T 9523 area; many local force
guerrillas operate from this mountainous river valley. area close to Hiep
Duc and the ambush was probably a guerrilla Celaying force for withdrawing
NVA units, The early part of Operation UNION was spent sweeping the mour=
tains to the south eni west of Nui Lac Son in pursuit of elements of the
~force which hit Foxtrot Cempany, 2nd Battalion, lst-Marines., It is believed
that the same elements that this battalion ran into in the BT 0835 area

on the 13th and 1Lth of May were the same as those that hib Epgtrot = -
Company, This comclusion was drawn from the fach that the endmy had Mw26,
M-79, and M=(0?s; the same type weapuns that Foxtrot Company had lost curlng
their enccunters with the enemy, Captured documents revealesd that these
units were two battalions designated the 305th and 307th. In% e“rogaulon

of a captured NV Regular showed that he left Hanoi January of 1987 as
part of 3rd Battalion, 2nd Regiment NVA which had come into this area.
-He with' ‘others had been sent cver it reinfirce these twe battalions, He
did not know_the unit designaticns since he had besn with them for only

2 days. Through the use of the interpreter information was gained from

the people concerning these two battalions, The intentions of the twe
battalions were.to take c:introl «f the Que Son arsa as they hgd dmme in
Hiep Dur.’ The people said that the NVA Regulars did not wa > fight the
imericans, but it was found in the documents that they had wai und 12 days
for the Merines o ccome through. These BVA units were armed with asscrted
Chinon small arms, I~1615, machine guns, Chicom 60mm and §2mm moruars, ‘
hno&;euge of the OOrm mortar Chicom model was ‘TlnCC when £1lpha Compan

/} frund one that was beoby trapped. It was later destroyeuo

Ce The area in which the battalion operated c n51sted of many -

- different types of terrain which can be divided into L main groupings.
‘The first was in the lower elevatimns and rice paddies which afforded some
cover and cincealment for troops; all hamlets encruntered pDSSCSSLQ exben~
sive trench and cave gystems to afford protcction from aerial ob%crvgtlon,
air strikes and b¢710ry fire, The secind was in the mountains and river
valleys along the AT 9623 to AT 8623 "area going west,. These mountains
provide a great nmurber of hiding and staging areas for VC traops. The »
villagers in this area paid a high tax in rice o guerrillas. The whird
area was in the populated area of Hisp Duc which was controlled heavily
by the VO due to ne AHVN; PF, or American activity in that area for the
past. several years, The area provided food and living area for the VC
with an abundance of trenches and caves in the area. The fourth was 81mu11r
to the first with many hedgercws and fortified hamlet areas,

.do  The reactions of the civilians to civic action and psychological
warfare e*forus uas very satisfactory., Civic hetion afforts varied from

5
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(3) &t 020930H the Command Group mdved out o cruss the river
(BT 026207)» : g ‘

(L) At 0210COH Co K (BT 039208) follcwed a blood trail finding
one w unded VC who later died. Saw 2 more VC yunning, opened fire and
downed both, Results were 3 VO XIai \cunflrmea),'l Chi~C:m rifle serial
No. 81687L1, 1 Chi-Com rifle serial No. DL33L, 2 packs, 2 cartridge belts.
and 1 pith helmrta .

(5) At 021100 Co K (BT 01h209) spotted a man 10 £t shead of

colum, Marines fired cn men downing him. ] Resuwits were 1 VC KI4 (confirmed),

1 Chi-Cem rifle serial Noo 70595k, 1 M-26 grenade, 2 Chi=Com prenades,
1 E~tcol, 1 cwrtrldfe belt, and 1 canteen cupa

(6) At 0211304 211 units had _crossecl the river,

{7) At 021330H Co K (BT 005214) made contact with an estimated
20 VC wearing green uniforms. Point begen firing and pursuing eneny.
Point was ambushed from three sides by an estimated LO -VC. - Received
intensg automatic fire, Called in artillery mission, Air strikes and
20 rds of 60mm mortars were fired., The air sirike ceused secondary .
explosions, Results were 2 USMC KIL4 med-evaced, 2 USMC WLL med-evaced,
-7 VC KIs (probabTC) end 1 K-l rifle captured serial No. n9718,caouureuo

(8) &t 021535H Co K (BT 00521l) while waiting for an air strike
received 3 Sniper rds a1l hitting the same Marine, An artillery misslon
was called in on snipers position, Results were 1 USMC WI4 med-evacel,

{9) &t 021730H Command Group and Co 4 arrived at night position
Bt 005213,

{10) 4t C218LOH Co M (AT 9931218) spotted a VC in the bushes w th-
a rifle, They fired on and downed him., Results were 1 VC Kla (csn¢1rmcd),
1 Chi-Com rifle serial No, 10945, 100 rds 7.62mm, 1 pack, decuments, maps,
sketches; 1 helmet, 1 curiridge belt and 1 poncho,

(X)) ALl units moved in columm along the trail using flankers
_.Where poesible, The vegatation was very thick ak ulmes° Co A providsd
Command Group securitys

(12) - A% nightfall units were leocated as follows:

13

(a) Command Group and Go 4 - BT Q062
(b) Co K - BT 000217
(c) Co M ~ AT 952217

9
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(13) 4% 0ZLG0CH the intelligence cifiesy and interpreter tclled
%o maay civilians that stated thet they saw an estimated 30 man feorce

rag -g 5 or & nwounded men with them. 411 uwere dressed in green and black
- wniforms end hed eanonse A‘L me time they were only three hours ahead

of us moving tests  Zesulis were 5 VC KIA (orooaolc:

[an

i
M, 3 lay 1967
it e A

(1) A% 030830 a1l units left thel T night ’OOpltZLGI"S and ‘continued

the attack Ho the Viesta

*(_2) it 0307554 Company K (AT $80219) spotied a man sneaking through
‘the tree line, larines fired and downed the man. nesvlts were 1 VG A
e onfirmed), ' ‘
(3) 4% 0312300 en obscrvutlcn H:.rcreut in sugport of 3/5 spoti sed
6 VC in the open moving west at AT 913218, 4n artillery mission was callcd,
Resulis were 1 VO 1T (confirmed) and 1 VG iI4 (orobable ),

(L) %% OILLOOCK Company K S-2 scouts found 2 WVA packsy 31 rds of
M-l ammundiion ond some first ald gear in a trrmel. Villagers said thab
the V0 were moving in | roups of L to 5 and all vere heading for the hills.
Scouts slso fovnd four 20wm rds rigged as booby traps and 1 VG5 in a

tunnel,
(5) A1 caits azain moved in cclumn desloying strong _lan..as,

Company & 2rovided Conriand Jroup scouls.
» (6) 46 niciifall units were located as follous:
(a) Cormond Group and Comparny & - AT 956228
N (b) Compeny X - AT 957227
(e) Company K = 47 9L5227
ne -k gy 1907

(1) At OLO730H Command Group left night positions,

(z) &% 01:9736} Company ¥ at AT 932226 received 3 snips:
small zrms rds were returned and the area was suegl, & 3

(3) it oh1205H Cornpc.ny ¥ oat &7 923220 and AT G222
meles anc: 2 W fensles io &b different caves with some VO litersturs end
nedical supulies, IDeculbs were 10 ViS5, :
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_ (L) At O41LOSH Company 4 (AT 920225) had a round cook off in an
‘M-16 s it laid in the hot sun, 3 USHC WI4 med-evac'ed.

(5) &t 0L1530H Company K (AT 904238) arrived at the location of
a dowmed helicovter and commenced to search the areas & repalr crew land-
ed and received sniper fire. A squad loaded aboard the repair helicopter
and flew across.the river to engage the enemy, Reselts were 1 VG KIA
(confixnied) and 2 VC KIA (probable), Found 5 VCS in a cave near the
downed helicopter. The FAC team called in an air strike on'the area where
sporadic sniper fire was being received, An alr observer (alrbovne)
reported 10 VC KTA (Drobable) from the air strike.

(6) . at “0L1.800H. Command Group, Company A and Company M arrived
at night pOSlt‘OﬂS with 1/5 in Hiep Duc,

(n Comoanv K and Gompany M moved to Jlﬂd river fords. at differ— -
ent locations, Company K wds.-ordered to procede ASAP to the downed heli-
copter. Company A provided isecurity for the Command Group,

(8) At nightfall units were in the following locations;
(a) Command Gr;up, Company A and Company M - AT 910245
(b) Company K = &T 904238
0o D May 1967,

(1) In the morning al1 companles thoroughly searched locel assigned
areas, l/S left at 0500 for their. assigned areca. One of the VN of this
area said that about § days ago thére were some 300 VG in this area but
that they left, - 7 ’

(2) At 051100H Company X (AT 9032&3) picked up ‘8 W that wambad bo
be evacuated to HNew Llie Hamlet at Tam Kv.

o 3) At 051130H Company M (AT 9002l)) found h VN males believed to
be VCS and at (4T 901211) 2 more VN mmles in cave., People in cave had VO
documents and mealcaﬁ suppllcs,' Results were 6 V@S

(L) At 051200H Gownury M { AT 9002L4L) plckfd up h VN that wanted to
be evacuated to Tdn Kja -

(5) 4% 051LOCH the Gommandlng Offlcer 3/5 (AT 9012hl) while on a
short patrol captured L VN mzles who after initial 1nter_ogat10n proved
to be VCC,  Chieu Hol and interpreters interrogated them and found out cave
locations at (AT 897245} and (AT’9852h6}, They said rice is stored there
and that 10-20 VO visit that area each night, Results were L vee, 2 Vo -
gas masks, asuortca ﬂWouh@s and 51be medical sear,

, @M@ﬂgggmﬂsm%
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<ps B iﬂaz 1907
s (1) A6 OCOB35H Co ¥ (4T 898211) rqd patrol received 3 sniper
rds from 2 VO acrosz river wearing black PJs, both c"n*vzng 'Jeamn»a
Patrol retumed 10 »ds S8 and 5 rds ¥-79, Remu
1 VC XI4 (p)o

j.J
,_J
=
<2

{Z.l
oL
—
Q kK
Q
a,
[

&f
=
R

o

S
\q

{2) A% OG02LEN Co B (4T 899251) recieved heavy sniver fire from
rice paddy. Herines returned heaVvier volume of [fire and swapi through '
village, Found:s 2 VC i\,‘.mle KIh Ccémﬁm@)'ézﬂ 2 VCS meles ai®o found 12qa.
pum shotmun serial Yo, "20? Stevens Model I o, ‘g, 2C rds carbine armwo,

1 balt (5'0 rds) ca .;5 ‘_pmb, doﬂun‘ﬂn’c and restors ’ ‘

.. L (3) av oGLhoo uouned. !1«&11 comct‘ was successfully Iifted cute
(h)b' 06“‘ 7,0 Cormand ar.‘np cvar“.z ated approximasely 50 rc:u"e""
by helicopisor. A .Lca"'b 150 more refunces ?'cna;_ned nh')t wesre .:',anmcd
and cared or. : :

(5) 1% OG10CH vnits were in the foller ine Tocations

Comand Croup AT 925251

Co & AT 926252
Coli . i 926250
CoB- 1’-3'1".;_,;_921;252
Q ' | ;{,1) iy O‘?C';{J,“"’Corrmﬁ Gronp left present locstion, Co K esco;“'cod‘

o o¥er 150 refugees. A% 0700 B.l/i came under _/S c':mro] °

(2) At 070925H Co X (AT $63257) spobsed 5 v (q 7O ‘2?5)"’mming :
across a rice paddy howard a tree line, Harines fired 3C rds SAF, 1 VC
fell ond was Taelpm offe Resulidz: 1 VC KIA ( .dulﬁ)

R

, (3) .-i‘r'“~ ”76?35’* Co X (AT 9W327L) .mo;w.. 1v¢ nrm:‘n:; into
“brush, Harines chal J.rn"c:u i, he didn®t stop, Harines killed him, Resulis

-

L VCIEIA (confirmed),

) Ak CT(J?Lf.—I Gc % (AT 9?0251;) bezan a sweep through objective.
Chserved 2 _'—fi, cal moe ’.;_“0"1‘11 emplacenienss with 50 cal sariridge belt ‘
Meorines contiiuszd seaveh mth negotive rec ulw mad set din ab present |
nositicn, ' : :

o [enssE]
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A 07105'0;1 Cormand Group enrcute o .twm refugees over to
Co I (AT Q7HEN"at Ifui Loc Son for helicopter evocu tion. QObserved 10

VC runsing into bushes, called arty mission. - Resulis: 1 VC XIA (probzble).

- (&) :’;tAOTT__l_'BOII Co B broke off the colurm end heacded into the
hills just. east of Mill bhd, ' _

(7) 4t CTA330E Co I arrived to pick up ref J.gees‘e
(8) 4an O71730L Jm.ved at toni ghus loca t.s.:n~ :
Cormend Group and Co K BT 001253 '
Co 1t i 993257

(5) 4% OTLOOTH cpératicnal conmtrol of Co B was twansferred to

r« 8 iay 1967

(1) 4% OuuCOZ—I 211l uwnits left last m.gnw pos tion,
_ (2) &b CBUT2CH the Q/5 CP (AT 99”2”8) was with Company K
waiting. for -Company I %o teke obj 10 (AT 976063) kill 30 complex, which
wzs hemly prépped.  Conpany I is on its way down from Nud Loc Son to

attacls hill ;f270 cou) 1\n {42 999315)., Operstional Control was transferred
to 3/5 this norning =% €800, ' :

{(3) "At 08od1iomr Gomp‘ ny & (AT 98430L) nicked up 1 VCC nale and
foumd 200 1bs rice; VOC was eveenated and rice was destroyed, |

(L) it CBLALSH Company K (AT 992327) sizhbted 3 peuple ruming
300 meters in front of columm, Point fired ! '_il:mw 1 VC woman, AHesults
uere 1 VS KI4 (confirmed), 1 iaS rifle serial Ho. f-“'°73.

(5) 4% O81158H Company X (AT $95322) sicn I’lucf‘ VG whoe ]um ed

Ty

s e A

/ ’ - ) 1
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up and ran when Harinos approacm.."p J(J was flushad and ! 11 led by bhe /--'l",\
flank security scuats  Resulbs: 1 ¥C KTA (comlr*lca“ 1 555 r*f‘ip scr:’al v
I‘IOQ C.)Cln /

(6) &t ofyol oLBH Company K (AT 99432%) spotied 1 VO who jurped ’
out of ceave and ran, Marines ch.allen;ed and '\TC failed to obey. Hariness
Jdiled him, Resvlis: 1 VO KIA {confirmed). : ‘ /

(7) 4t 0013304 Command Grovd arcived gt night.

(A 9992253 -
a3
1 : a
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Te
1 wounded V’J. He later died, Resulis: 1 VO XIi (eonfirmed).

oL )
214. iay 1907

(8) a4t u,_.pO“ Company i (BT 003337) s&w 3 men running, one h _

weapon. Harinss fired 25 rounds aad searched ar¢a. Resulbs: 1 VO KIA

(confirmed) 2 VOO, one of the cmturau js tm collectnr, tax documents

- were found on him,

(9} A% 00LO30H Company M had 3 i mc.les and their famllles turn

“themsclves in as Chicu Heis. Resultss 13 VOO Chicu Hols,

(10).- 4% OBLE30H Company K (B’I“000327) sen 1 VG roming (4T 990325).

_ jiarines challenged and 70 failed to obey, Marines fired 19 rds S&F felling
hime Results 1 VO {IA {conf rr\ed) and VC documenis aad propaganda,

(11) 4% CL 700H these were the positizns of:

Comiand Group & Co K = BT 00’332!_; - ‘
Corpeny 1§ - AT 991332 e

Coupany T - BT 012323

(12) 4t €01820H Co I 12 (019329) receiveéd 150 rds 34F and L
rifle grenades when resu;ply helicopter was landing, HMorines fire
60 wertar, rds 2.5in rockets and L0C »ds SAF. Called in ar
=S.e -"m ched area and fornd blood tracks and VO blanket

VG A (pro:able), 1 VG blanket roll. ks
? i

No

I’Oll a Resy l;;

(13) 4% 08223CT Company I (B OL396) ouserved VO trip bvoo*r
$

trap. rirater opened {ire, w,_«.uh 17 rés SAF and searched avea ,Llnd:m,_,

s, 9 Mey 1957

1) AL 09 C‘O" all units arc stayed in the same lecetions m::.’e
sending ont he vy covbat patrols.

((.)A AL CONSDON Cormany K (2T OOS;PZ) spotted 2 VO running from
Marines. dMarines challenzed b racsived 00 rasponsc. fired 18 .

rds S&F, Rcsul’os: 2 VC ¥XA (c' mPirmed) 1 nh_,, 2 Fems
(3) At 0906CCH Com any K {AT $59329) amroached a willaze and

1 V0 male ren from the MHarines immoring 11 comnands

rds, HResnlts: 1 VO XTA (confivmad),
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_village and saw,2 VC rumnir : _
-+yillage and c,iallenged VO withont any response, 2 VO KI4 (corlfirmed) 1

2l May 1967

(4) At 090420 Lﬁm“ﬂny L (ﬁ‘ 005322)‘received 1 rdAS/A‘fire from

side, Marihes assaulibed the

nale, 1 femalee. Also received secondary expiosion from village upon burning
it o . . v ——

{(5) At OjOé”OM Comnany K (RT 01332L:) approac] cd village and saw
© 1 V0 rwm Ignoring &Ll werning. Marine Tirved 1 rd.e Hesulis wers 1 VO X124

»

(con41rmea) *opncnln V is vu+ 6 ﬁﬂxﬂlutl v fﬂl< orma .

(6) At OOOG?O’ Coqnanv (WT CWEJBS) SU“tBe“ 1 VC ronning from cane
field who dgnored all wsrnings. HMarines fived 5 rds. nusulus were 1 VO
KIA (confirmed)

(7) 4% OQllOOF Comwa“y K (BT 011328) fomd a 1arge tunnel complex
measuring sone 300-400 mauers Long, -6 feet high =nd 3 feet wide, It was
wbov* 8—10 Teet below the ground. 1% tock LO cratering charges to destroy

the tunpsls, In them also were found 2 male VCS.

(8) [t 091300F Command Lmoup left last night's pos1t10n,'

(9) ﬂt 0913)5iComand Group afrlvcd a% uanlghtts ﬁosntlpn at
BT 011328, -

(10) 4t 091L30E Ceompany M (BT 0013L1) received 30 rds automatic
fire from a small enemy ahbush. Company M returned 225 rds smell arms and
5 ¥M=79 rds and seerched out the areas finding 5 bodies and 2 drag narks,
Results were 3 USHC WIi med-evacted, 5 V€ KIA (confirmed), 2 VO KI4 {prohadle).
Gear that was found included 1 MAS 36, rifle serial ne 17565, 2 Khalch un- .
iforms, L sets of black PJd's, 2 cartridge bclts,‘l first ald packet, 1 can-
teen and case, 1 ShiCom grenade, 1 1-26 grenade, 126 rag 762 mn and 2 carbine
magazines with 45 rds.

51 e

(11) &Y 0916301 Company I (2T 015325) fovnd a cave complex with

an unimoun number of people in it. HMarines entered the cave 3 times firing

10 rds Cal L5, threw 2 M~26 grenades and 2 CS grenades. Prior o the Marines
entering the cave an interpreter and Chieu Hoi tried to counvincs ths people

inside to come oubs ﬁlW efforis along this 1ins were in vain, One Wi male
cang oub of the coeve and stated that there was no one else in thes cave,

Digzging was begun to open up another entrance., HMNarines broke through and

found two bodies tnd heard noises of more people further back in the caves

The exits were scaled and the cave filled with smoke from burning leaves,

The Marines reentver:zd the cave finding 3 more bodies and weapons plus some

gear. Outside the cave a VCS was captured. Results were 5 VG XI4 (confirmed),

1 VCCy., 1L VCS, 2 ChiCom bolt action rifles, 1 Ml Carbine scrial no 3h95209,

2 126 gren LeS 1 ChiCom grenade, 2 cartrﬂabc belbs & ammo pouch, - small

amount of medicine and a MG tripod, and gun piatform,

25 UN@MSS‘JFU I
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(12) A4t 091700H these were the wnit positions.’
(a) Command Croup & Company ¥ ~ BT (11328

. (b) . Company I - BT 018318 o
o E

_ (1%) A% 09172CH Company M BT 059338) fourd 1 VG5 male going into
cave after they had received 1 sniper round ncar that area. He was very
uncooperative during questinning, Resulis: 1 VGE, B

i

t. 10 NMay 1967 » | .

() it 10060 H Command Group left last nightls pos¢t ona .

{2) it 10083OH Company I (BT 0123268) spotted men run from b as
Marines approacheds They had nho weapons, Marines physically ran them
down, After questioning it was revealed that 1 was VCC, 2 were VCS and
the fourth was a small boy whé was released,

(3) At 100330H Cempany I (BT 013326-BT 028314) found 6 sets of

‘helicopter booby traps. BEach set consisted of 4 peles with intercomecting
wires & grenades attached to each pole, M1 were destroyed

(L) Ab 100950 the Sth Marines Commandine Cfficer FTrw in to convey.
the Division Gommanderis ¥Well Done® to the 3rd Rattalion, Hth Marines.

(5) &% 1011C0H Command Group arrived at intended night position
3458 Command Group moved out to assist 1/5 and 1/3
e .

(7) A% 102L0OCH Operational Control of Company M was transforrmad

(8) At 1017COH Company M was heli~lifted to BT 03827h. Ubaranional
Dontrol cf Company A was transfarred to 375, ‘

(2) At 1019CCH Cowmand Growp arrived at night pusiticn (27 00L381).

(3¢) It 10Z01FH all units weyre ab the following »

"l
33
54
3
O
2
A
o
(o
o
9]
-

A}

ta) Sommand Geoup & Gonpany I (=) = DT 021231

r
[
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Company K - Petween BT GH3 386-PT 061331
(e) Company I (~) Brtween BT 0A238. BT 06639,
(d) Company 4 - BT 0ha383

311} At 1CB2L5H Tommand Group received word thab there would be
roadcast in our area encouraging the VO and Nva ta, \J:frender,

1
e
an aerial

ue 3 May 1967,

1) 4t 11.0625H Comoar" T {pT 056293) saw VC in green utn:L'Lt'Les.
Marines killed him as he 4hrew oway his rifle, ‘Results 1 V¢ KT4, (Fom: .:mcd)
1 cartridge belt, canbeen, M-lh magazines.

i

(2) At 1106LSH. Company I (BT 077390) saw L armed VC in back of
blocking posi‘bion moving S¥, Marines fired 60 rds small arms and 2 rds
M=7%, s YC feil, Resulfns were L VG KIA (ﬂonfj.rned), 2 7C KIA (probable),
1 cartrmge belt, 1 message packst, 1 M- ‘J.L magazine; 1 pouchs

‘ A3 &b 1108L5H Company T (BT 066390) received 50 rds au’ro & Semi-
aubo fire, from 5 VC, Marines returned 200 rds S/4 fire, 1 LawW, 7 rds
60mm. mortars and 7 rds 82mm mortars. Morbtars covered target very effect-
ively. Results w:re 3 VC KIA (p“obab_..e)q

( 1) A% 1109008 observation sircraft in support of 3/5 spotted

2 V2 in green umllule% and conicsl hates 1 had weapen, aireraft fired -~
MG and dropped. grenades on enemy, He spotted one body and saw the other
ersul auway, Tu*"uhua were L VO KA (nom irmed)}, 1 VC KIA (probable).

(8Y 4% 11093CH scoubs attached to Company M {(R? 036383) identi~-
fisd WVA vnit as 17th Bn; 320 B Division, from caphured dosumenis,

(6) At 111050H Company X (BT 063239L) FiC team spotted 1 VC on
trail, With the help of an acrial obseiver the FAC located, closed with |
and xilled the VC with his pistol. lhe VC was wearing a grey uniform '
and was carryinz 1 Chicon grenade, 1 #- oo.u-, a first aid packet, 1
poncho, epproximatsiy 2 1bs of B/ﬂm mort."" neremenias and 9 m"uu dets
onating fuses for cither &0mm or 32mm. Resulis wsre 1 VC KT (confiz *"vnnd),

(7,\ A6 LA3ICCH Coummaend CGroup arvived at prrsen‘!‘ po L._,-L()b' and
sct the Batbalion in blocking positions for a sweep by 1/3 and lf e

(8) 4% 111229H Company I (BT 0583%5) spotted 3 VC (BT 0S9397)
Jn black pziamas ruming across vice paddy, @I‘l"}PS fired 70 rds n/z'
Tire and 1 Lil, Saw one man fall and not get up, Resuvlte were 1. ‘.u FI4
(L, Orit J_T!’ue(...) . ‘

hv)
-3
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, (9) /4t 111300H Company 4 (BT CL9333) spotted a VC coming up the
trail, One of the USMC 5h1ﬁprs was called un, Within the next 20 minutes
the USMC sniper hal fired & rds downing L evemy. Results were b VO KIA -
(confirmed), ' oo

{10) At 1“.:,6J0H Company I (}3m 055400) searched outya~hamlet and
found two huts with false wallse Inside the walls the. Marlnc found a wooden
rifle, an eremy flag, a bricfcass full of papers, a homemade map, 1 M=-26
grenade, a 1°c;o chaw with Chinese writing on it, a gas mask ancd a small

quarti sy of nedical gear. » »‘i

(11) it 111610 an FO with 8lmm morters at the 3/5 CF ¥tted 7
5 VC run into a tree line. OGalled an &lmm mortar fire mission ow the
tree line and only 2 VU-ran oit. Results were 3 VG Kia (p;ooaolc)

(12) it ]ilBlﬁT Compaﬂﬁ ¥ (BT 063388) stopped 2 Vietnamese
femalss carrying an NVAYS body. %The weman said he huo been kllleo 1aSu
night during the fire fight. Resulis were 1 Ve KIA (confl"mct,g

(133 At 11183cH Compqnv'K (BT 056389) was fired upon by a VG
with an M-2 carbing, He was spotied rurming across a rice paddy. Merines
opened fire with 5 rds S/4 fire. Resulis were 1 VG FId {confirmed),

(1) At L121.0CH Company A (ET 056384) sgotted and hzard 3 or
h groups of infiltrators, Fach group consisted of 2-3 pecple. Company -
scalved 2 1nn\m1ng grenapes aqv 20 vds small arms. Returnad 100 rds :
arms, 3 gremades, 7 rds Clmm mortars Morbars were cn targste
s were 3 Vo XIA (probable’.

Jo
ow
9]
d‘

{15) Al units moved asghort distance to dimprove their blocking
positions today, Stayed in these bloeking pesitions
1 sweep i and cless the gap.

{18) &t nightfall the units were locatsd a

0
Hy
o
st}
L2
o
=
0]
-e

(2) Command Group =~ BT 052385

(b) Company I - freom AT 00”%x4- AT 900397

IS

—
Q
]
-
1
i
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2
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X
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J
(o)
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Jompany - DT 057333,

$ e

55323 - BT 053343
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(1) &t 1205L5H Compuny K (2T 05938l) had a man run through their
lines and into rice paddy. Marines challenged, VO disregarded, Marines
killed hime, Resulis were 1 Ve KI4 (confirmed).

(2) it 1207USH Company T (BT 05839L) swept through hamlet where

 they @aw 12 V0 run last night. They found 1 VCS male with box containing
uniforms and docunents, LEResullds were 1 VGS.

(3) 1t 12083CH 3/5 agsumed OPCE of Compeny ki

(L) & 12090CH 3/5 relinquished OPOC of Company 4 to 1/5 and
recelved TPCAT of Company D.

(5) &t 121230H Company X (BT 06238l:) firetsam was on waterrun and
observed VCS who ran., Marines challenged and apprehendec. Resulbs were
1 VGS, N

(6) At 121LOCH Gen NICKERSON visited the Command Group.

(7) &t 121154 Company I (BT 05739L-BT 0L9393) found 3 VCS with
small amount of medicel supplies and doeuments. Results were 3 VGS,

(8) 4t 121750H all units moved out from last night!s position
(BT 059385) toward night positions as follows:

’(a) Command Greup and Company M at BT 091361
(v} Company X at BT 103346

(c) Company D at BT 010261

(¢) Company I at BT 097357

The orcder of nmarch was BLeita Jo. 1./5 12&‘.ng out followad by-

India and Mike, The CP was with Mike., Xilo was not in the colum but
was proceeding across country direct. at Qppiox1mute*y 91150H delta

"t

encountered the enemy at BT 082365. Delta turned into the enemy, but'wefb
stepped by iptense geri-anteomatic, auJom tic fire and mortars. In’ia,
who was dirvectly behind Delta, staried Deltals North, but on order movgd

around to the rear of Delta "nu on down +o their South 11ﬂhk where Shey ;|
raceived intense S/4 fire and a few incoming mortar rds., India then re~
greuped and set up in a 360 degree perimster as by this time it was Lcrk.
When Delta first encountered ithe enemy Kilo continued on their cowpass
heading wntil they were directly north of Delta. Xilo then on orcer Lurncﬂ
South to link up with Delta at 122015H. This link up was very suceess ?ullqy
accomplished,

29
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(9) it 1223535H Company X (BT 082305) med-evaced the last of their
emergency casualties and resupply was' accomplished, Results which were’
finally evaluated came to 15 USMC KI4, 26 USMC WIA med-svaced, 1.0 WLANE,
and 2 MLA, 15 VC XI4 (probables).

W. 13 IJ 670

(1) &% 1308004 Company K (BT 089361) fired on VC who ran as Marines
' came sweeping through the bushes, Fired 5 rds, No weapons or documents
fomd on V0. Resulis were 1 VO KT4 (confirmed). '

(2) 4t 13081CH Company M (BT 075375) spotted people in uniforms
and fired 8l!s on them, O&l!s fired 15 rds with excellent target coverage.
Results wers 7 VC Kii (probable).

(3) it 130845H Company I (BT 08635}) while sweeping area for
bodies came under mortar end S/A.fire. Returned 12 M-79 and LOO rds M~60
which neutrelized rifle fire, Called air strike on enemy mortar position
with good coveraze. Hecovered 6 VG bodies wearing khaki uniforms also
1 Chinese Sub-ilG, Results were 9 VO XI4 (confirmed), captured 1 Chicom
MG, 3 Chicom grenades, 1 NVA pack, 2 canteens, 1 Chicom assault magazins,
1 cartridge belt, 1 BE-tool, 2 gas masks and documents,

(L) 4t 131130H Command Group (BT 079361) received repert from
aerial observer which spotted 50 VC with weapons and packs, Called in 2
krty wmissions, 1 air strike and fired 50 rds of 8lmm mortars. Results-were
19 VC K14 (contirmed) and 6 VC KIA (probsble).

(5) 4t 1313004 Company I (BT ©93358) encountered large snemy force
while searching and'sweeping assigned srea, Received a heavy volume of
both S/i fire and mortars.’ Range between enemy was at times, as close as
100m, Called in many by, moruwar and air strikes with gooﬂ TOVEragta
Results were 2 Marines KI4 (med-evaced), 29 VC KTA (confirmed), 33 VC KLA
(prob"'b'ie)o

(8) 4t 1313308 Company K (BT 088358) received intense 3/h fire
~and mortars from enemy position (BT 088353), Called in 2 frty missions and
3 air strikes, During the air strikes the enemy ran into the open ond
were cut down by accurate ond heavy volume of S/A fire. Resulis were
8 VC K14 (oon¢1EWPu), 10 VG KI4 (probable).

(7) 4% 131500 Company ¥ (BT 0P8358) while attemphing to regroup
and resurply with ammo was again taken under intense q/A fire and roceived
ineoming mertars. Galled in 7 Arty missions, L air strikes end &lmm morbar
missicns, A8 the ir strilkes hit the encmy positions, they would Jump Irom
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. their positiocns and run. The Marines cut them down, Results were 15 VO
KI4 (confirmed), 20 VG KIA (probable). -

(8) At 131835H Company M (BT 086358) spotted LS enemy (BT 093357)
carrying their cagsualties and 2 mortar tubes across an open area. Callsd
in 35 8lmm mortar rounds with good target coverage. Results were 19 VC.
KIA (conflrmpd), 23 V0 KIA (probable) after intense search of the above
area 25 VC KILi (confirmed) and 37 VG KI4 (probable) were recorded due 1o
meny blocd trails and drag marks,

(9) &t hightféll units wers at following positions:
(a) Cormand Group énd Company K and D - BT 079301
(b) Company M - BT 086360
‘ ' (c) Company I -~ BT 092358
| () Company 4 - BT 080359

(10) The following is a Narrative Summary of Combat setion for
13 May 1967:
. (a) 0730: Cottage Delta was pulled back to CP location,
(BT 079361) within w1Lc~“11neo to resupply and recrganize affer heavy night
contact. India and Kilo Companies located at BT 08ﬂ356 jumped off on search
and destroy missions 4o seize objectives at BT 084372 and BT 088368,

(b) 0830: India met heavy contact on their right flank at
BT 090363 =nd raceived automatic weapons fire and AOmm mortars,

{c¢) 0845: Kilo was diverted to assist India on its right
flank at BT 08240, .

(d) 0900: Kilo arrived at Indials right flank and came
under heavy small arms fire immediately at a range of 200 meters from well-
dug~in enemy force. BEnemy had mortars, many automatic weapons and wore
green and khalkd uniforms, cartridge belts and jungle helmebs, Iotimates
from front line units are that enemy force was a reinforced NVA battalione

(2) 1020-1500: Heary contact with enemy at close
many sightings of enemy units moving in 30 and LC man unibs. M5 ;
to relieve heavy pressure on Kilo at BT 085340. Turing this perin
air strikes were called on the are of Fhuce Duc (L), BT 088353

{e) 1500~1800: %emy activity subsided and the following
casualties were deteirmined: friendly XKIA's 9, faiendly W Al’
friendly casugliies were med-evaced. Tjnc.x;y A_Ln ’
KI4 (probable) 156, ‘'Mwo large eneny sSighbing

3%
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l Kilo saw aircraft drop napalm on approximately 100
enemy as they were Coming across an open Tield towards Kilofs pos:.t:.on,,

o ‘ Mike spotied a group of some LS enemy who' Were carrye
_ing casualties and E'mortar tubes, An Blmm mortar mission of ho rds u:s
-»%_-called ot bop of 'bhem with excellent coverage :

: (11) . At 132340 Company M, I and A (BT 0863514) came under heavy
S/A fire, A/ firs and mortar fire from approximately 1 Company of VCi -
Received 1I5 rds of mortars both 60 and 82mm, also S/4 fire, A/W fire, md
3 mortars missions and lj Arty missions. Flare ship illuminated, Rcsu”ts
were 2 Marines 14 (med-evaced), 20 Marines Wii (med-evaced), 32 VO K

. (cor\fwrmed), 35 VC KI4 (probeble). Captured were 2 Chicom light MGs !er'lal
number 906888 and 883782, 3 Chicom S/K rifles Serial numbers 7056283G
7063083 and 8151807, assorted packs and equipment. Book with note r:ferring
to 307 Battalion, sol derlng iren, solder, demolibions kit,

x. 14 May 19_67,.'

(1) £t 140705H Company I searched through tree line wher: enemy
was last night, found 1 VCC killed, 5 VC in bunker with 3.5 rockd. Tound
morter site snd 7-rds, 60mm mortar. One VOC states he his from : Battalion,
2nd Regt but will not state original unit. Found book on VCC siates VG had
been in area 12 days, PResults were 5 VG KI4 (confirmed), 1 VCG Captured:
21 Chicom grenades (destroyed), 2 M-26 grenades (cestroy cu), 1K-Ll assault
rifle serial mumber 7065861, 3" MK~L7 essault rifles 7.62mm serial nurber
10062289, 1006 075 and 9473998, L helmets, 1 box 7.52 MG ammo (1mm,.

1 BAR mﬂg, 4 M-1l mag, 16 banana mags for iK-L7ts, 550 rds skort 7.02
150 rds short 7,62 (Iinked), 1 long rope, 13 cartridge belts, B B —tauls,

6 plastic ponchos, 8 canteens, 2stn,tchpr's, Ly gas mask, 1 Clicom MG serial '

mumber 908232,

(2) 4t 1L1L00H the local people say that 2 Battalions of NVA, the
305th and the 307th, came into the area with the intentim of flaﬂt"rg ohe'»/
ARNN 2t Que Son, They, were to split the Battalions for the attack but the
Merines had forced the fighd before they had split, The NVis did net want
to fight the Ipmnes‘. Wow they have split up into oq'll"u_ and platoon sized
units and gme off in differemt u.LI"‘C‘tl’)YlSu »

(3) " it lhlp L4 Co 3/5 (BT 079361) fired the SJOtb 81mm mortar rd
of Operstion UNIAT, Fc I red "u BT 091358 in the aréa of Pauoc Duc (4)e
The. round-was a WP resuliting in 1 VC XI4 (p‘:obable

(L) 4% 1L1630H Company I (gT 092366) camé upon two shallow gravesa

The graves contained two Marines. * Cne was positively identified as BASTIEL,

The other was tenteively identified as CAGLE. BSoth wqre “.__nu thﬁﬁE@
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(5) &t 141651H Colonel HOYGHTOW paid the 3/5 CP a visit.
(6) At 1LA730H 211 units moved out to a new location,

(7) Throughout most of the ddy all units stayed in their last
night!s positicns patrolling thelr immediate aress and blocking for 1/3e

During the late afterncon all units moved independently %o their new
locationse Do

(8) At nightfall units were lodaﬂed as follows: ‘
(a) Command Group, Comﬁény-K and Company D - BT 076369
(b) Company & - BT 07636 '
. ) ~ (c) Company M - BT 070374
(d) - Company I - BT O7L37h

/ (1) it 150600H Operational control of Company D was transferred to
1/5,

(2) At 150605H 211 units moved out from last nightts position-t
locate, close with and destroy the enemy.

(3) 4t 150850F aerisl observer (BT 082382) in support of 2/5 spotted
15 V0, BT LOL37h, wearing green anc khaki uniforms. Artillery and 2 air
strikes were called on them, Results were 3 KI4 (confirmed), 5 %14 (probable)
. (ly) &t 150835H India (BT 0893823) was swecoing toward the morningds
objective; a mortar site was located at the cbove coordinates, The site
was fresh anc the base plate impression was such that it looked as if the
mortars were fired towards hill 65, (3T 093392},

(5) 4t 1E130CH Company K and Command Group srrived at night position,

(&) 4% 151100H e 15170CH Mike and India were on line with Iike an
the norvh of India at BT 092386 and BT 09238l when India came under intense
8/A fire and received incoming 82mm mortars. . India tken callsd in artillery,
moruars, and m alr strike on the enemy position, A Huey made a strafing
ran through Tndials CP, MNo one was injuored. The fixed wing air strike:

each vlane, of two, made 1 pass and were right on target. On the next pass
the heading was changed to make it safer for friendly troops. ds the flight
leader came in he mistook the USMC srea for the cnemyis area and drepped
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two bombs on a platoon of Indiz wounuvnvilo Herines, After the air strike
Cofipany M Toved-SE-and | Corfany A moved NE %o 1ink up so Company I.could
pull back between them, evac their woundcd qnc regroup. Both Company M and.
Company A helped India pull back their wecunded. Once all the med-evacs

were out Company I again moved between Company M and Company 4 to resume
thelr position Dn-inw front, At approximately 1410 Company K and the CP —_—
started toward the action when they ran into snipers. Company K tock care
of the snipers., ‘L mortar missions were called on the enemyls area to the
east of the Mike, India, & Alpha lines, One of these missions destroyed
&h’enemy 82rm mortar position, 11 artillery missions were also called in on
this area, Results were 8 USMC XI4, 30 WLA 6 WIANE, 22 VC KIA (confirmed),
27 KL (probable), 1 VCC, L Vs, S

() it 1516159 the CP, (BT 085380) spotted 6 VC wearing green and
khaki uniforms and carrying two rifles., The perimeter opened up on vhem
knoulzing one down, Results were 1 VC KI4i (probable). Found 1 NVA helmeb
and 1 illumination grenade,

(8) During the day the Battalion noved with 3 companies up and
Company K rroviding the Command Group security, All units were using spread
formations due to Llat and open terrain.
(9) 4t nightfall units were leccated as follows:
(a) Command Group and Company X ~ BT 090380
- (b) Company M ~ BT 099383
(c) Gompany I -BT 099382
(¢) Company & - BT 096381
0 16 Hay 2907,

1) M1 units at 160615H moved out from night positions to locate,
close with and dessroy the ensny, : ,

(2) 4t L60630H - 16070CH Artillery fired L prep missions between
the following coordinates, BT 112399 and BT 112383,

(3) 4t 160730H -~ 160600H irtillery fired same -prep missions,

(4) A% 1603301 Gompanv 4 (BT 104385) found a boeoky trapped Chicom
60mm mortar, complete, and a dead VO male in a cavs nearby The mortar hed
been set up as if it had becn just firad, There ware 5 wires leading from

3
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buried, 3 cf the wires wcxe loose trip wires and 2 of the wires were
taught trip wiree, Underncath the cornmer of the base plate was yet another
explosive device, This wos rigged with whai seemed to be a presaure release
firing mechanism, fhp enJ.LI‘e morbar, Chicom grenade and the second explo-
sive device ware 11 royed in place ra tLr than risk a Harine!s life
disarming it, csnlw were 1 VG KL (confirmed).

various parts of the morter, leading to 2 Chicom grenade which was Semi-

o
[EX4
l

(5) it loOEQOH Company A (BT 10‘03'2?) swept through hamlet where
this unit rrceived heavy fire yesterday, Found an NVA cartridge belt,
poncho, hammock and three heavy blood trails. Results were 3 VC Kii (nrobable)

. 7 (6) At 160955H Licol D, E, ESSLINGER (BT 100381) spotted a VG
‘ mnm.ng (BT 105381) ond tcok him under fire with first an M-l and then
M-16; he downed him, Results were 1 VC KI4i (confirmed),

(7) 4%t X5QO¥ Company Alpha's interpreter talked to an old man
(BT 116390) who stated that approximately 100 HVA troops slept and ate
around his house last night. At first light they moved off together toward
the ncrtheast,

(8) At 1613154 Company M (BT 118393) while searching a village
found 'Ly containers cof Fuses and increments for &lmm mertars

(9) 4t 1611258 Company I (BT 119395) dlscovercd cave complex ab':
BT 115393 which sppeared to be used as a medical fasility. One VGS male,’
very nncoopsrative, was found inside the cave. &b the same locabtion a
booby trap was encouniered when one Marine took off his pack and c.c:01ucnrzallv
dropped it on a trip wirs, The explosive devise was ev1denm?3/j a corbi na-—
. tion of a frag end WP, One end of the trip wirs was connected to a tree
and the other was secured to the expiosive devige. Results were L USMC
WLA med-evacec.,

(10) 4t 161930H &1l units arrived at tonights position at BT 1511;508.

(11) At nightfall units were located as follows: ‘
(a) Command Group and Company K - BT 152408
() Compeny 1 - BT 150403

(¢} Company M - BT 158109
(a

aa. 17 May 19 6”

PP OO SN

\./

Company & - BT 13407

(1) 4% 170600H Operation UNION was secureda
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11, Results

i et )

2. Imemy

YRS

: (l) " The
inflicted by 3/5:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(@
(e)
(£)
(g)

,.. .

UNCLASSIFED ]

follewing is an assessuent of VG persomel casuzlties -

VC KT4 (confirmed) - 288 .

VG KT4 (probable) = 372 .

VC WIA (confirmed) - ?_g,w

VCG - 35..

VCS - 77

Ghieﬁ Hdis - 3

Refugees token out of VO contfolled areas - 283

(2) The fol]ow1ng is a completion of enemy equipmént and material
captured or desiroysd by 3/5.

(a)
()
{c)
(a)
(e)
(£)
{g)

end evaced,

Wi packs with gear (destroyed and evaced) =~ 30
Chicom grenades (destroyed) - 56
M-26 grenades (destroyed) - 9
Documents (destroved and evaced) - 75 1bs
Hedical supplies {destroyed and evaced) - 50 1bs

1 60mm Chicom mortar destroyved

The following is a list of weapons that were captured

1Kl -8
2 K7 -2
2 HK-h7 - b
L Chicom LG ~ 3
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5 MaS 36 - 3

6 Chicom Cerbines = 2

7 U3 M=l Carbine - 1

8 212 gauge Shotgun - 1

9 Total of 25 ééptured rifles.
(h). Rice destroyed - 62,100 lbs

be Friendly

D il s

(1) . Casualties sustained by 3/9 were as follows:

»

@ (2) Filled in Action - 16
40

1 Gunshot - 8 -

2 Shrapnel - 8

() Died of wounds - L

L1 Cunshot = 1

2 OShrapnel - O

3 3 Marinee died when a helicopter went down et sea enroute
to a hospital ship - 3 ' '

: (e} Wounded in Action - 235
o
o 1 Junshot =~ 67

2 Shrapnel - 148

(i) The sbove casual

sustained by the comzaniss from 3
times,

ics do-not ineluds the casuaities
ttat were attached to 3,5 at various

{2) The following is a list of weapons and equipment lost or
destroyed by 3/5:
(a) 1 M-60 MO destroyed
(p) 1 Ca1 .45 pistol destroyed
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(c} 2 Cal L5 pistols 1ost
/(a) 2 H-79 grenade launchers destroyed

() 6 M-16 rifles lost,

—
Ha
s

-1

12 ¥M-16 rifles destroyed

{¢) 30 packs with gear destreyed

as Resurply,
(1) Resupply was accomplished from the Logistical Support firea
(LS4) at Tam Xy,

(2) Hormal resupply of 211 @lssseg of supply was accomplished
every other dey. Bmergency resupply was accomplished when requested, Usually
the companies wcre resupplied in +hc1r own LZs., ©4easiocnslly, a problem
arcse when two or more companies used the same LZ, The resupply would be
bronght to the LZ znd the companies would nct know which gear was theirs
because they had not rabained a copy of tnclr oun resupply requests this
was easily corrceted, - :

(3) Availability of helicopbers was a controlling factor but
cverall support was excsllent.

() The HST net was used as a logistical and adminisirative net
end a helicopter contrel neb. Some problem was encountered due to the fact
that the samc radio was used t0 accomplish both of these funchtions. Wwhen
a helicopter came Lo land the administrative net would have to shubt down
tc control the helicopter. 4n additionsl radio with HST, with a standby
frequency, would alleviate this problem,

b. Maintenance,

(1) Maintenance of squipment was accompl
Repluocement of defsctive equiprent took place in the fileld. Une require~:
ment, however, whlch caused a wminor preblem ab first was that the IS4 :
would 9:”7 a man to effect the exchange of eQJme'nt, If the defective
vent wesntt in the LZ when the new guar arrived, it resultéd
v the IS4 SUEVTHb in the field until he hvelcaWLy made

u'l-j 2 uas correc \!C‘-\.Lc ‘

shed through the IS4,
f‘n

N d'H'

G om

vr€
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c. Treatment cof casualtiss and evecnation and hospitalization.

(1) Evacuation of perscrmel was acconplished smaothly and usually
in 2 minimum of time. Again, aveilability of helicopters was a big factor.
One problem that developed was that a wed-evac would be requested before
an LZ was sscured and before the Murines to ba med-evaced were at the LZ.
This resulted in gopthers either circling for long periods before coming in
or returred to their base empby, Wounded were removed cxpedisntdy from
the battlefisld and excellent care was received throughout the evacuation
chain,

d, Transportation.
(1) Ho problems were encountered with transpertation. Replacements
and special supolies were transuorted by truck to the LSA. All resupplies

and replacements were delivered tc the field by helicopter from the LSi,

*Comunications.

(1) The PRC-25 proved 4c be a thoroughly derendablc, adequate
means of commimications. Initially a PRC-L7 was inclucded in the pqulpment
taken to the ﬂ.c"d, The PRC-L7 is considered imprasticai,. It is too
heavy and battery resupply snd recharge presents more problems than itis
worth, The PiG-L7 was reburmed, It is recommended that the PRO-LT 0ot be
censidered for use by mebils battelions,

(2) The EC-292, less the ﬁB-WRS!s, proved adequate for distances
which exceeded the capabilities of the whip anterma. This tree-top 292
is portgble snd car ke avtached to a banhon pole and Hied or leaned on
tress.

(3) The initisl confusion of frcnuen01es eXDeC tcd on cne hour
momnbeort were about the which ce-

sideraklie Hime is that a refer-

1N prepar

ence frequency t ed by narme wo have an ElSu-LE"lC@ nuw UJ €vZa
Deisy-b2.0, » are pogsed by saying Dalsy ~ the reguired amount
te give t"e requs L{u kil ’lunﬂwy This should be considered to uupp*emcn+
th& CU._v-

i

o

(L) Tobtal number cf medical evacnees.

\

24 T11led in action. 16

tion, 280

om0 TLASSIFED |

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

31z1

2L May 1967

(l)
(
(6)
{7)

)

U

®  ©

Wounded in action nen-evac. 12
Tied of wounds 1
Hon~-combat deaths. 3

Combat injuries-non wound

{a) Coﬁtusion —6

(b) Sprained inkles -2
Non-combat injuries - 95

(a) urinary tract infechion -1
(k) Durns -2

(c) illergy -1

[€p]

(d) Sprains -7

Feat Strokes -2

[}

bl
~—

{

(£} Heat mEvhausticns -2¢

iy
~—

(3) Iuecle Strains ~3
(hj  imebiasis -12
{1} Possible malaria -7

known origin 1L

ever un
(k) Possible Appendicitis =1

(1) Ibdeminal crarmps .~2

AY - .-
{m} . Ingrown toenzil ~1
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(q) OCouptusicns-2

(r) TLaceration -1

(s) Gastruenterites -2

(t) Poless Ivy -1

(u) Skin ulcer -1

(v) Diarrhea -8

(w) Snake bite -1

(%) Athlete's foot -1

(v) Possible heart athack .
(z) accidentrl discharge -1

13+ Special Fquipnent and Techniques

_ a. The ir
had attached g ouw~3n1per Teams. These teams were observed closaly
1, . - I3 . » b

by tﬂ? CP o§ ,/“ and ascertzined to be highly offective. This was espe01ally

true in both steble bloclking positions snd against long range s pers

ers from kis reuard i) d $o

2 brought some piast
“_D@OULe for the usec of their land for blV'uoc
€ g ”*eir water and for damage done by the Marincs *o
eir property,  Tids proved highiv offzctive in SLablloﬂlﬂg a cordigl
reiationship betnsen the local VN and the U3MC.

} N ._':,_'l‘_\‘- ‘.:,.
1. Command's AnﬂlV0155 Oweration UNICW was a totally successful, and
fruitinl endeavor, -Sor.over. thres weeks bthis Battalion mansuvered deep
in enemy terrifory in pursuit of VO znd NVA units and sustained ralatively
light casualuiés while inflicting considerable damege to the ensmy and
gaining a valuable payehological advantege in having free movement in
8ciidly heid VG- arsas. Upen.finally finding and fixing the large NVA
forces on lf~¢h Hay, this Pc stalion was able bo close off Lhe enem iyts
escape rovtes and offegtively destroy the majﬂrity of cne reinforced
NV4 battaiion and cepture. much of its equipment. The Battalion novrd
ell vhroughout the cpereation, oﬂLy ence “an“”lﬂg water resuppliy
e

ar
ced thﬁ

keeping non-battis sasuslties to a miniemm. In the heat e experien
remvval. or armgred vests censiderably improved the ¢1gfbhnc eifectiveness
the free=

of the trocps by giving a lighter load per man and incressing
dom of movemsnt, b o
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15, Recormendabions

a, The HST be issued an additional. radio to insure contimous control
of all their nels.

‘b, That a special. fund be set up to pay the VN civilians for services
rendered to the Marines Wkl¢e on operaticns.

ce That Scout-Sniper teams be attached to the battalion in further
- operationse

da Thaﬁ the PRC-L47 not be'C6nsiHered for use by mobile battalions,

. e. That an adequately secure and simple-reference frequency system
o be devised for use when on operetions to supplement the COIL. .

-f. That ceonstant and continuocus instruction and supervision be given
by both officers and NCOs on care, cleaning and maintenance of the 14-16
rifle when in the field.

CUMMIES
rection

L R e
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(b) Company 4 - BT 079212
(c) Company ¥ - BT 069205
(Q) Company M - BT 059203
k. 1 May 1907

‘ (1) At OLON30H 211 units left their present positiins to contimme
the attack. _ <

(2) At 0105304 Company K (BT 205055) was moving down a trail
in the dark when 7 VC ran thr-ugh the side of the colum. Company
K immediately opened fire and apprehended what VC were close at hand.
Results were 6 VCC captured, one of which was wounded.

(3) 4t OLO535H Cempany C (BT 051206) apprehended cne VES male
who ran into the rear of the cclam just after the firing mentioned -
“in the last entry cessed., VCS was carrying a pack conbaining rice ¢
‘and clcthing. ' ' '

(L) A4t 010750H Company C (BT 0L47207) received 5 rds sniper
fire from BT 046209, Returned 50 rds small arms and sent squad to.
search area with negative results. Results were 1 USHMC KIA,

(5) 4t 010825H Company M (BT 065213) received 3 sniper rds
from BT 064215 wounding 1 Marine in the leg, Co M returned 30 rds
small arms and three 3.5 WP rds. A platoin swept through the enemy
poesition finding a heavy blecd trail. Resvits were 1 USNC Wiid and
1 VC KI4 (probablej, '

(6) L% O1O8L5H Co K (BT 023213) receivad B rds eniper fire ~
which wounded 2 Marines., Co K retumed a heavy volume of fire and
searched oul the arem with negative resulis, Results were 2 U3IMC
WIii med-Evaced, '

(7) &t OLO850H Co M (BT 065215) received 6 rds of snirer fire.
Coc M returned L0 rds of small arms and 2 rds of 60mm mortars, Sowmeehed
the area finding a large bleocd trail and drag marks. Resulis were
1 VO KIA (probable), '

/;{8) i% OLLOCOH Cperaticnal Contr:l of Company 4 was transferred
o 1

LAV E

(9) 4t 031050H Co M (BT 057218) received 7 rds sniper fire
from BT 055216 wounding rne Marine., Co M returnsd 5C rds small arms,
Kesults were 1 USMC WIA med-evaced,

17
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(10) 4t Q113.00H the Command Growp joined Co K in their blocking
pOSitiQn at BT 02721]..

(11) 4% O11130H Co X (RT O 08) SPOtueu two ¥C Wluh Weapons
across bhe TlVET {BT 023207) and t X% them under fire, One VO

~ cropped and the other aemed him inte the bushes. Rceults were 1

VC KL (pfobable:-

(12) it 0112181 Cc M (3T 0L8219) received 5 rds smiper fire
and returned 20 rds smzll arms then searchned the area finding 3 blood
treils and 1 dead V0 male in a cave with a cartridge belt. Results
were 1 VC LIA (canflrmea) and 2 VC KIa \p”obable)

(13) A 011h2fH Co K {BT 123211) spotted 3 vc, one with a
Weapon, Marines tuck them under fire (BT 021209) downing one. Results
were 1 VO KI4 (probable), :

(14) Between 010900H and C11820H Company A was subjected to
accurate sporadic sniper fire from the north resulting in 7 USMC

- -casualties, .5 each incident cccurred Ccmpany A returned a heavy
- velume of fire and finally an air strike and an 8lmm mortar mission

was called on the last suspected enemy positions 4All arcas were
searched out with negative results except that the air strike and
mortars entirely covered the suspectcu eneiy positins, The results
were 7 USMC WIA medecvaced, ané BVGE.1TA y"ll’)xdt;._@)

(16) 4t nightfall the units were located es followss :
(a) Commend Greup and Co K - BT 026201
(b)b Company M (~) - BT 03521
(e) Qompaﬁy M (=) = BT 035217
(2) Company 4 - BT 038209
1. ? 2 May 1967 |

S BN

(1) it 020831H one platoon of Company K crossed tho rivers
s yeb no conbact, Prep fires were on target.

(2) At 020910H Company K (BT 01820 ) received llgbt sniper
fire and saw man in camowflage ubilities rumning. Harins reburned
25 rds and men went diWn, ResulLtS were 1 VG KJ.A {co nilrrned) 1
OhiCom rifle secial # B7033, grenade pouch, 1 US canteen, 5 574 rds,
cariridge belt, blue-grey wniform and pgchs
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