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1 me 2967 ¢
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 1lth Marines (FO o) |

- Det, 1st SP Bn, (HST)
Det, 1st Engr Bn

6s S}_Q ‘ga‘rtgg Force

(1) From 2% May through 5 June. 1967, during Operatioh UNIN II

N the Thnrd Battala.on, Fifth Marines was provided artillery support by. the

Second Battalion, £leventh. Marines., In direct support of thie Battalion
was one 105mm Howitzer Battery, Foxtrot Battery, consisting of four how RS
witzers. Foxtrot Battery was used as a mobile support force, making three = =
battery displacement.s a.nd one platoon displacement :.n support. of Operation‘
UNION II. .

(2) In General Support of, bhe Battallon was one h. gun batt.ery of
~ 155mm bowitzers, one 4 gun battery: of 105mm bowitzers, and one composite
battery consisting of fowr 155mm howitzers and four 105mm howitzer.

5 C mq& : " .

(3) By effectively displdéing the mobile battery m.!!.
timea, artillery, support was avajlable to the Third Batt n, Fifth 'Har-
ine& during &1l phases of the opuréﬁlon. " R

(4) Extensive artillery preparation fires were employed during
ire operation, The timeliness of these fires proveditoibe moat _
ei‘i‘ect:.ve in supporting-the Battalion's scheme of manuever,i: QEHOSAS

(5) Hafragsifig rand mterd:.ct:mg Pirés: wereplarned and fired: o
f:0pération UNION-II, Placing these fires - _ -~
close to our positiod together:with timely firing deprived the enemy of

the knowledge of our exact position as a pattern of fire was not aatabligh,bq.‘

: (6) L ire missions were provided by the a.rtlllery forward
bbserverg during eritical phases of the operation, Timely and effective v
fire was Qe_leer=d on each occasion. In one situation, artl.‘l_lery covering/ ’
fire enablu,d "M" Gompany torsuccessfiilly withdraw from: an ‘Gpen: aresin:’
wliich 'they were receiving fire. After the- Odmpany ‘had ‘made it!s withe
drawal a'-heavy:volume'of .artillery .fire was:.adjusted on the endmy posim:
tion.: A sweep 'of the area ‘followadithe artillery fires‘and reiealed that

. the .enemy had 'fled thie area-after taking: heavy casualties, Villagers. .o
inthe avea -attested to the. fact ;that many reriemy troops. had been :woinded
Aicaptwried prisoner also told of the devastating affsct of the artlllery
"fire. He said he was separated from his unit as nhc am.my ran in a.u.
d:n.rectlons to! escape the “incomin, artillery..—? TR 4 i
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:{1 June 1967.

(7) It is the personal opinion of the FSC that the enemy used
. the nolse of our incoming artillery to cover the firing of their mortars,
There were several instances when :anvdlately after an artillery mission
was fired friendly units received incoming mortars.. When the battlefisld
was relatively quiet the enemy mortars could be heard: firing uhus glvmg
frlendly troops a cha.m,e to take cover, - .

b -Adr S._P_p___

(1) Operdtlon UNION II took place inclusively from 26 May to =
5 June. There were no pericds during the operation where weather was a -
deterrant to the utdlzatlon of close air support. :

& . gt

(2) A total of 21 fixed wing strikes were run in- sipport_of the
‘3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, 15 of which occurred the first and second days
of the operation., In addition to fixed wing, Marine and Army armed heli-
copters and Air Force armed C-47 aircraft lended support. On several
oceasions during critical periocds excessive delays occured in dbtaining
air support which decreased the overall effectiveness of the air straks,

- (3) A1l fixed wing air strikes were controlled by a Tactical
Air Contreiler (Airborne). There were no occasions when air strikes could:
have been ccntrclled as effectively from the ground as they were from the
airy . . ‘ _

(4) The AN/PhC—25 is a sturdv and reliable radio and served as
ths primiry’ means of sommmissticn, The UN/PRCLL wnits in the field
were besst by minor mechanical tJrobl\.ns which causcd the, rellabzllty of
th:l_s radid; unlt. o b qm,sulcunablc. =;i..‘r, P el .

S (5) One of the ma‘]or' problef".s &urmg the operhtlon was, the heavy
volume:ef traffic on the 5th.Marines:air: frequency. (TACP local).: ﬁ'thth
thrieg Battalicns:.in the: sameareavand vell vwanting maximum -air support

ene ! frequemr‘y cannot shandle the traffic.

(6} Wlth the exception of one USMC JIA by an Air Force armed
’ C-h'? , all omdnaned was accurately put ontarget with excellemh coverage,
On 2 June 'strikes were éallsd 1r:d;h:_n 75 meters of frlendly lmes w1th
excullbnt rusults.- TR i v i R A TR

e The enﬂmy forces uhat were c;q:ect.ed:-to be’enccuntered on Operation
UNION I_'['were the 1sb and 37d Battalions of-the:3rd NVA Regiment. located--
dn . the BT 0736 arca and the 2nd’Battalion,: 3rd .NVA Regimentin the BT 1131
area,. . Blements-of -the 2lst NVA -Regiment located -in . the-BT 1030 ‘area’ a;nd

blenents of therGE~30. Communlcc.tlcns Battalio

e R °“°°““”%N@MSS e ;

)7
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Contact was made on the first day of the operatlon when encoun=

‘ tered by elements of the 3rd NVA Regiment; heavy fire was received imm-
ediately upen landing at the helicopter landing zcne at BT 0729. The
enemy appeared to be deployed in an L shaped battle position around our
landing zone, The enemy used small arms, automatic wesapons, and 82mm
mortars, Approximately twenty S2mm mortar rcunds wer'e dropped on thé
Battalion Command Post, Under the cover of darkiess the enemy withdrew,
A swéep' of the area o v\,,_lec. several enemy graves which were dug stra:\gh‘b
down six feet with an” dpening of approximabely 12 x 12 inches. Thus,’

the individual was shoved fect first inbo the hole with about 3 to:6 inches
of dirt on top of his head. -Extensive camouflage and well-dug entrench- ;
Jents were used by the ene‘ny.’ 'Du:r"ing the next”ﬁwo days, enly sporadic

: snlpor fire was recc,lved A ‘ C

- On Phase IT (301030H-0517OOH) the battalion was llftt..d into the
BT 1020 arca anC procesded on the operation for the next two cays receiv-
ing only speradic sniper fire. - On 2°June the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
encountered elements of the 2nd NVA Division, Heavy fire was recéived
throvghout the afternoon and inte the early hours of the next morning.

‘Again, under the cover of uarkness the enemy withdrew., On 3 June the
Battalion moved in and occupied the arsa. from which the enemy had been
dug-in the day before. 4 sweep of the area revealed the enemy!s 75 re-—
coiless rifle position from which they fired six rounds the previous ,
day. This was the first time this Battalion had encountered a 75mm re-.
coiless rifle, 'Also, indications of three &2mm mortar positions were
evident. Ji'nerxv/g(ear that was recovered revealed’ that' the enerqywprob-—
ably had fresh trocps that had been breught inte the area rec@ritly. - .
Again, indicaticns iJOlntL,L toward the enemy's use of extensive camou-
flage’ and” wéllidug-in: cmpT adéments . Durinhg béth: phases of the opk.rc.tmn
the enemy was heard on'the Battalion tactical: cdhtrol net. " The- enemy -

~wgs. heardusing the words:"Don't .shooty ‘Marines"; when ‘the Marines: m,re

' ¢losing with thé eénemy,” Numsrous. documnts -ang "a.-erude lmap Were cap-

- tured.. The map showed-thé-deployment ¢f their troops - and .the p0551b1e
avenues of -approach; | -Fifteen Viet Cong: suspn,cts were- captured, among T
them was one NVA corpsman .who stated he was from the 108th NVA Battalion.
The: Ve units were.armed with: assorted .Chicom small arms,. machine guns,
automatic rlflos, 60ran mortcrs, anu 82mm nortars, anu a 75mm rcco:\less
r:Li'lu. R ‘ : S . :

d. The area in- wh:.ch Lhu Battallon operatuc. in thc. f:u:‘st pha.se in
the v:Lc:mlty .of BT 0729 and goirng west, was mostly rice paddies, hedge-
rows and tree lines which concealed ontrenchments that afforded protect-
ion frém air strikes:and artidlery firé, The .séccnd phase started whén
the Battalion was heli<lifted into a valley at BT 1122 which was surrounded
by mountainous terrain.: The mountains were covered with either high. . .
and- thick:elephant grass, or'dense forests with thick:undergrowbth. After
passing over the mountains, th\, Battallon mved ugam through rice paady
and hodgevow terra:m. v e : S

‘ @N@MSSHHE@
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e. The reactions of the civilians to civic action and psychological
warfare efforts were satisfactory, Civic action efforts varied from
individual corpsmen helping with medical aid to the handing out of soap,
candy, etc. te the villagers as the Marines passed through. Through
these efferts there were incidents of the people voluntesring information
of local VC forces in the area. Psychological warfare was effected by .
the evacuation of 2a®e civilians from VC areas.

8, Mission., During the conduct of Operation UNION II, the 3rd Battalicn,
5th Marines was assigned the mission of conducting coordinated search

and destroy operoticns within the assigned areas of operation to capture
or destroy enemy forces and supplies located therein,

9, Concept of Operations.

a, In conjunction with ARVN Forces and the lst Battalion, 5th Marines,
.conducted search and destroy cperations, Priority of fires were initially
to 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines. (See Cperation Overlay, Part I).

b. At L-hour (261000H), D-day (26May) land in LZ Eagle (BT 073296)
and secure bhe IZ. On order, ccntinue the attack to secure Cbjective
No 22 (BT 100310).

c, At approximately I43 (301030H), land in LZ Robin (BT 100210) in
trace of 1lst Battelion, 5th Marines. On order, be prepared to follow in
trace of the lst Battalion, 5th Marines, Be prepared to continue the
‘atback to secure Objective B (BT 161248), De prepared to revert to Reg=
imental Reserve. :

d. As Regimental Reserve, on order land in LZ Cardinal (BT 129277)
and secure the LZ, Continue the attack and establish blocking position
vicinity Cbjective C (BT 138275-BT 137288).

10, Exscution
a. 24 May 1967
(1) At 2416008 the Cormanding Officer of the 3rd Battalion,

5th Marines received the initial plans and opcration overlay for Operat:an
UNION II.

b. 25 May 1967

(1) At 252000H the Commending Officer of the 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines received Frag Order 28-67, eneny situation overlay and opera-

tion overlay for Qperation UNION II,
" [UNGLASSIFIED e
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o. 26 May 1967

-~ (1) At 260945H Company L was heli-lifted from the Tam Xy
LZ (BT 291233) to LZ Eagle (BT 073296). Upcn landing Company L- came
under moderately heavy sniper fire from the north which wounded cne
officer and five enlisted Marines, ’

(2) At 261015H the COmmand Group left the Tam Ky 1z for LZ
Eagle. Heavy sniper fire was received when the Command- Group -landed.,
No friendly casuzlties were taken.

(3) At 261100H Company -M landeo in 1Z Eagle.:

R (h) At 261130H Company L (BT 072300) assaulted a \ tree line
to the north in an attempt to reach Objective No. 2 (BT 083306), The
entrenched enemy (BT 070304). ecuntered with intense small arms fire,
numerous rifle.grenades and mortars, - Two 8lmm mortar missions, an
artillery mission and two air strikes were called in with good coverage
of the target eres, Results were 8 USMC KIi, 12 USMC-WIA including
the Commarnding Officer of Company L, 5 VC KIia (conflrmd), Lk VC KIa
(probable) and 2 VCS captured

. (5) At 2611351-1 a CH-&E» Sea Knlght r-ellcopter was shot dom
in!L%/Ragle (BT 073296) . |

.";'.‘)‘ PR
e S

(6) At 261?00H Gor'peny 1 landed in LZ Eagle, completing the
heli—llft. . : _

s (DA 2613301-1 1t was' 1earned through the mterrogatlon of
'~ the local. pcpulus that there 1s a remforced compa.ny of appromatcly

o (8) At 261400Hf(:ompany M (BT 073301) swept a vnlage in:
support of"Cémpany L whsn they encountered the enemy (BT 078305) w1th
autcmatic weapons, rifle grenades and mortars. i plu.toon from: Conpany,
I was sentito reinforce! Company M - Two 6lmm morter missions«and:twe -
very effcctive.airvstrikeswwerescalled ihe: Resultsrmere 9: USME KIA, .
20 UM WIA,J \VC:iKTiu(octifitmed) .and 12 VG KXA {probable).

(9) AL 261500H Company I (B’I.‘A?O'??_BOO) spot.ted an estmated

[EE P T A e I U o Foe b e L DTN TR,
C5Y 0 ah BARIESN 0 PEeRd Ses Kookt holioogter e 3h
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from the open rice paddies. Company L encountered and suppressed
the enemy at BT 082301,

(11) At 261700H Company L began pulling back to the Battalion
Command Group's position leaving one platoon to provide security for
the casualties wntil darkness fell when the casualties could be
brought back to the LZ under cover of darkness,

(12) At 261730H the Command Group (BT 071300) and the

“downed helicopter received 10 rds incoming 82mm mortars from an

unknown enemy positien. Results were 2 ‘USMC WIA including the Battalion
Operations Officer, ;

(13) at 261800H the downed helicopter was repaired and
flown out, =

(ll+), At 261830H the Command Group again received approximately
10 rds inceming 82mm mortars resulting in the death of the Battalion
Communications Officer and the wounding of the Battalion Commanding
Officer.

(15) At 262000H LtCol D. E. ESSLINGER was med-evacled and
Maj L. E. JOHNSON was flewn in to assume command,

(16) At nightfall the wnits were located as follows:

(2) Command Group ~ BT 073298

(b) Comapny I - BT 071298
~ i (e) Company L'~ BT 0732080 i« o 00 D i
- (a) '-"Gomtany M < BT 070305

(A7) The followms 15 a Narratlve Summary of Combat Action
for 26 May 1967.-
L (a.) 09&5 - Company L J.anded in. La Eaglu and rece:wed
moderate snlper fire. . 5. '
(b) 1030 - ccmmand Group landed in LZ Eagle and ‘the sniper
f:.re mcreased D
_ (c) 1115 - Cerpany ¥ landed din-L2: Eagle. Company L
left to attack and seize Objective No.-2 (BT 083301): when they ran .. - -
into heavy enemy-fire from BT 073303.
‘ (d) 1230 - Company M was sent to BT 070304 to reinforce
Company Lo -
(e) 1630 - Company I was sent south a.nd east to come up
on thc SOut.hern flank of the enemy when they encountered heavy enemy
fire frem BT 082301.: Company I overwhelmd the’ enemy a.nd set up a -

'nlght permeter. o

() 1700 = Con:pany M recez.ved J.ncoming mortars, evacuated

'their casualties anc et up a night perimeter.

8
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(g) 1700 - Company L pulled back to the Commancl Group's
pos:ltlon leaving a platoon to provide security for the rema:n:lng
casualties until they can be extracted after dark.

: (n) 1830 ~ Command Group received incoming mortars
wounding the Commanding Officer., A .

(1) The results for the day were 38 USMC KIA, 62.5 USMC m,
118 VC KIA (confirmed), 153 VC KIA (probable), 2 VCS captured,’ and 1
Chicom 4K~47 rifle captured.

- (18) Between 262030H-262359H Company M received Vietnamese
./ transmissions cver their company tactical net., The interpreter listened
- and recorded the following infcrmation: wunit call signs were T=6,
Tel ;- Txal Nguyen 33, zo Ccng 1I, Nguyen Hai, Ming 4n, Tang An, Tang
ya Nguyen, 173 and 12, messages were:

~ -~ %a) ‘113 attack 5/3; 12 and over 5/3.
: / ’ b) T-6 or T-4 over, one un1t reported it, didn't have
LT enough men to carry wounded,
o (c) One cfficer was wounded .

S E g Two platoons pull back to recrganize '
- ' Nguyen Hai to T-6, too many dead bocies in the field.
/ Not enough men to pick up bcdies, over, {(Return), must pick up bodies.
(£) Ming An To Nguyen Hai: Make sure ycu pick up
bodies. ‘
(g) Tang an called Ming An and told him that if he
didn't kill a Commandizyg Officer Ming An would be punished,
{h) Someone told Ming an to go out and get weupone s0
they (the weapons) may be used for an attack tonight.
. ~ (i) Note - all other call signs were used for radio
- checks, Also, between the hours of 2030 and 2230 they made frequent
radic checks; that may have indicated unit: movement.

d, 27 May 1967

(1) At 270500H. Command Group moved the casualties cnd two
' platoons of Company L from:the (P Lz (BT 073298) to a more secure LZ
© atBT 075297.

(2) v 2707008 Major B. R. CUMIINS arrived to éssume comnand,
;- C3) At Z70800H the: ALO spotted VC at the base of a hill at

7 BT 065283 and ecalled in’2 air. str:.kes resulting in 15 VC KIA ( confirmed)
7+ and 25 VC KIA. (probable)

/ (h) At 2708,5H an oE Aircraft in support of 3rd Battalion, Sth
Marines spotted numerous VC in a treeline (BT 078310). . ‘
s
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" Five anr strlkes were called in resulting in 23 VC KIA (probable).

o (5) At 2710301-1 the Command Group moved from its present.
loca.tion (BT 073298) to.join Company L at BT 075297 after all the R
excess and damaged equlpme.nt was. evac'ed. _

(6) Kt 27LOLOH -Com_nd Group and Company L (BT -0755297)‘ moved - .
“out to secure Objective Y (BT 075303), - Compa.ny I (BT 071298) moved out
to secwre ObJect:we X (BT 083307) o

, (7) At 2712008 Company 1 (BT 301089) swept. vlllage from whlch
- fire was received last night., Killed one VC male wio ran when Marines
. . ~ approached, Local people stated that 40-50VQ@ had been in the village :
W . gyesterday and' that they had .gone north last night. Results were 1 VG . -
KIA (confirmed), 1 VG pack and 2 chicom grenades. : o

: ' (8) At 271245H Company I and Ccmpany M reached Ob,jectlves X
(BT 083307) and Z (BT 069306) respectively and were searchmg and
clec..r:.ng them. thorou.g‘lly.

(9) At 2714450 Company L (BT 072308) captured a VCS male and™
sent him out on a med-evac helicopter, : A

(.'LO) At 271515H Company M (BT 072306) swept through area of -
' / yesterdayts encounter finding four USMC bodies, Two had previously
. been reported as KIAs and the other two had been reported ws WIAs. -
' / Also, twelve M-16s-were found, All bodies and gear were evacted,

. < , - (11) At 271525H Company M linked up with Company L and the
‘ Command Group at BT 081308, Company M was moved uhrough this posl—-
ticen to secure ths area a.t BT 07)315. .

(12) Af 271730H LtCol C. B. WEBSTER arrived and assumed conmand.,

o (13) At 271800H Company L (BT 073309) searched -area and found
, « doeuments, canteen cover and a U. S. Gzl l+5 pistol serial No 13581. ‘
“--ALY were hell—lli‘ted out

() At 27183CH Compa.ny L (BT 075301) found three bodies in
shallow graves which appeared 1o be one o a0 da.ys old. Results were
3 VC KI& (conf:rmed) .

7 (15) &t 272055H all units moved Jnto a.nd set up i‘or the
_'nlght in the following p051t10ns. _

éa) Command Group and Company M- BT 082325
b) Company I - BT 081321 to BT 083323
(C) Company L - BT 083323 to BT 086325

10
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(1) At 280600H a1l um.ts attacked along axis of advance
to seize Objective No. 44 (BT 102347) with Company L guiding on
the river, Company I guiding on the road and Company M in the rear
as battallon reserve with command group. -

. (2) At 281200H all wnits had consolidated Ob,ject.n.ve No.
' M in the following positions to set up blocking pos:Ltlons for
1st Batt.allon 5 5th Marines:

"(2) Command Group - BT 107347
(b) Company I - BT 106346
{(¢) Company L - BT 1033k
(@) Company M ~ BT 104346

/  (3) Akt 281215 Company I (BT 102344) searched their por-
/tion of Oojectlve No. 44 finding one Chi-Com grenade and an NVA .
’ pack., Both items were destroyed in place.

(4) At 281700 a VN gi.rl' was med-cvac'ed with shrapnel
wounds, ' : . -

o (5) At nightfall all units are located aé‘ in (2) above. -
£, _9 May 1967 |

(l) At 290600H 211 units moved out in the attack to
conduct search and destroy operations toward Objective No. 55
(BT 083355) and then on to Que Son. The units moved out in a
battalion colum Wwith Company L leading followed by Company. I,
the Cormand Group and Company M protecting the Battalion rear,
Al units were usmg strong flankers,

_ (2) &t 290700H the first element of Company L crossed -
the river, ,

(3) At 290830H the last element of Company.M.cross"ed the
" river, . ' ‘ ' ‘

(4) At 291100H the Batta.l:.on arrived at the 1st Ba.ttallon, ‘
5th Marines position near Que Son. B .

(5) At 2912004 all units were set in thelr night pos:.tlons
as follows: . , )

(2) Command Group - BT 023346

Eb% Conpany I ~ BT 022346
o]

crmiines [ UHGLASSIFIED]

(d)  Company M = BT 025345 .
. >: ll : . ——
X _ =
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(1) At 30091551'1 t.he first - eiement lift.ed oﬁ from the 1st
_ Bat‘balion, 5th Marines! LZ({¥2~@29343)to the alternate LZ Bluejay (BT 113218) :
. in trace of the 1st Battal:.on s Sth Ma.rmes.

- (2) at 301]151-1 thelast elament landed in LZ Bluejay. No
;.'enemy contact. -

' (3) At 301125H Company L moved out to seige Objective No 3
: »(BT 1182.17) :

' (h) At 301300 all wnits moved out to seize the follmng
: Ob;)ect::.ves. :

. S (2) Company L - Objective No (BT 129226)

(v) Company M - Objective No 6 (BT 129230)
(¢) Company I - Objective No 7 (BT 125230)

Very light sniper fire was encountered enroute to these Objectives, .
(5) At 301400H Company L's -2 scout learned from the local

people that 30-50 VC carrying small arms and one mortar tube moved from °

‘the.area of LA Bluejay to vicinity BT :L352 89 on 29 Ma.y 1967, :

: (6) At 301530H Company M spotted 15 VC and called in 9 rds of
art:llery ofr them. The area was searched out with negative results.

A t‘3®l7’-50H all unlts have reached their assigned ob;jectives
and are agam on the move to seize the followmg Obgect:wes'

Compa.ny I —IObJect:Lve No 9 (BT 138239) B
(c) Company I - ObJect:Lve No 10 (BT 137237)

(8) % 301800H company L (BT 127230 to BT 13:'230)' received
150 rds of small arms fire from BT 128232 and BT 131231, Compa.ny L
returned &: heavy Volume lof: small arms:fire ‘and. 5 rds: M<79: dnd-cont ihued
o' move. F :

_ (9) At 30191@H ‘Company: M- (BT 137237) ‘received 5'rds:sniper -
ifireras they moved up a marrow trail. A heavy volume of small arms fire.
- was returned which suppressed the enemy!s fire. Company M then started

, back up the trazl andireceived %5 nds of ‘automatic. fires This was also

j suppressed by a hedVy wolume -of smalliarms firein.réturn. Company M

/ then returned to; consolidate withithe: Test of the Battal:.on for "the

REE Tiedtelaycasl i TalaT

T nlght ‘
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(10) At 301930H all units arrived at their night positions

as follows:

(a) Gommand Group and Company L - BT 135232
- (b) Company I - BT 135231
(¢) . Company M - BT 134233

“h. 31 May 1967

(l) At 310500H Company I moved out to seize Obgact:we
D (BT 140233).

(2) At 310610H Corpany M moved out to join Compmy I
on Objective D,

(3) At 310745H Command Group and Company L moved out for
Objective D in trace of Company M.

(L) At 311100H Objective D was sccured and all wunits
moved out in colusm through the thick vugatatlon for the resupply
point (BT 153230}, '

(5) At 311300H all units arrived at resupply pos:Ltlon
and are. patr'ollmg immediste area.

. (6) At 311400H the resupply helicopter received 8 saiper
rds and Company I returned 50 rds small arms fire and called in.an -
8lmm mertur mission and an artillery mission wwth good targ\,t cov—
erage. Results weré undetermined; - : st S :

(7) At 3116004 Colonel HOUGHTON nade a short visit. Orders
were to I'en(aln for the. nlght '

(8) At nlghti‘all unlts were! loceted as follows:

" (&)’ Command Group - BT 152230
(b) Company I ~ BT 155229 :
- (e). Compary L-= BT 153230 -
(d) Company M - BT 148232

A1l units were ‘employing LPs -and ambushes in their respective areas,
i. l June l%z

(l) 010800H all unlts left last n:\.ghts posﬁa.on in a
bu‘btallon cclum with flankers on either side to follow in trace
of the lst- Battallon, 5th Marmes as the ’Legn_ma,ntal Reserve to
Ob;)ectlve (BT 165?90) o '

13
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',_'-The order of march was Company I, Commang Grmq:, Company L and Company M,

(2) At 01L00H the 8lmn mortar platoon corpsman was wounded by
a anlper while crossing an open rice paddy at BT 162245,

- , (3) At 011245H Company M (BT 16521.2) received B rds sniper fire
. from BT 162245 wounding 1 Mc.r:me. Returned 25 rds small arms fire and
continued to move. : '

v (4) At 0].17001-1 ‘all units a.rr:wed at- BT 168238 just south of
Objective B (BT 165290) to await further orders.

.7 ., -7 (5) At 011730H'the Commanding Officér received orders to attack
\ and seize Objective I (BT 135283;. All un:Lts moved out in the attack,
A (6) At Oll9OOH ‘Company I received 60-70 rds of automatic fire -
s from 7 VC at ET 135284. 300 rds small arms fire were returned, two VO
o fell and were dragged off. An artillery missicn was called in on the

enemy area with excellent targeb coverage. Results were 5 VC KIA (probable)

(7) At O12100H all units arrived at Objective 1 (BT 135283)
and set in at the following locaticns:

(a) GCommand Group - BT 136287
(b) GCompany I - BT 136287
(c) Corpany L - BT 137286
(d) Company M - BT 137287

Q@ i F 2 0wmerI9T.s s T S T Seneny

(1) At 020700H alliunits.moved:out.in the -attack to:seize‘the
southern portion-of.Objective F at BT 096304, -Enroute to Objective F
Company I would seize Battalion Objective No 1 (BT 125298) “and ObJective
- No 3 (BT 12230k) and €ompany Mwuld seize Battalion Objective No i2:» i1
" (BT :130300) ‘and-No'& (BT 132303). The.formation was two wp-and.one..
/ back, with Company Mon the right, Company X on the left ana Company L
/ in the rear. The CP group was in tbe mlddle.
; (2) At 020830H Company M secured Battallon ObJectlve No 2
fmdmg thn_ v:nllage Qevastated by prev1ous bombmgs. There was not a
bulldmg sta.ndlng. 7 BT Rt T TP B IR Tk O P

el (3) e 020845}1 Company M (BT 130302) f1ushed 3 Ve carry:u_ng

- weapons. ‘One VC was wéaring a khaki-uniform. -TheVC were taken.wnder:~
fire with small arms énd M<79s.-. One VGC: fell anu was: dragged :mto the
buShes. Results were. l VC KIA (probable) S iy

L - e L
114. .
/ ]
B PR s 1
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‘ L D20930H Gonq:any I (Bl 123302) propared the sneny
positions (BT 120304) with 20 minutes of artillery and one air

. strike, After the prep Corpany I assaulted the enemy position, The
-enemy, estimated at 100 men, returned a heavy volume of small

" arms fire from the north and west holding up Company I ghort of their

objective. Company M then swept toward the enemy position from
the east and Company I moved up to join Company M. Results were
2 USMC KIA, 5 USMC WIA, including the Commanding Officer of Company .

I, 22 VC KIA (confirmed) and 45 KIA (probable),

(5) At 021250H a med-evac helicopter landed to pick up

- Company I's casualties and received a direct hit from a 75m Reco:less

R:Lfle round resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 1 USMC WIA.

(6) At 021330H the Chicu Hoi stated that the enemy will
draw back into the village complex located in the vn.c:Lnlty of BT
107317.

(7) At 021700H Company I and Company M started toward
Objective F again but were stopped short by enemy mortars and heavy

, small arms fire. Called in one air strike and.numerous artillery
s missions, Results were 2 USMC K14, 8 USMC WIA4, 31 VC KIA {confirmed)

and 41 VC KIA (probable),
(8) At 021730Hben rofugees were heli-lifted oub, -

(9) At 021900H Company M reccived 3 rds of incoming
75mn recoiless rifle fire which inflicted no damage. An air strike
was called in with exXcellent target coverage. Pilot believes he-
scored a direct hit on the 75mm recoiless rifle. Results were
5 VCKCE& (probubl\,) and l 75mm rucoﬂess rli'lc p0551b1y de troyed.

(10) At 021930H Company M started attackmg towc.rd Object=

Jive F when they encountered the enemy dug in alceng a 600 meter front

/ running east’ and west from BT 112303. ' The enemy. had at least six -

‘automztic weapons and. et least one 82mm mortar. Called in 3 artu.lery

missions but the artillery did not silence't he .automatic weapons.
Company M drew back to allow more artillery to prep the enemy pos:Lt:Lon. ‘
Results were 6 USMC KIA, 8 USHC -WIA, 22 VO KIA (confirmed) ‘and 25° ’
VC KIB. (probable), lost one M-60 MG and captured one chicom ILMG,

(11) At 0223OOH the unlts were in thc follomng locatlons-

(a) Command Group -and Company L - BT 120302 -
(b) Compeny I end Company M - BT 114304

(1) The followmv are’ total casualtles i‘or the c.ay of
2 June 1967. : :

_ "15‘ _
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( ag USMC KIA - 12

'(b) USMC WIL - 40 ,
(c) VG KIA (oonfirmed) .- 75
(d) VC KIA (probable) - 117

3 June 126'2

(1) 4t 030230H the Command Group and Company L received 20 rds
of enemy  82mm mortars resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 2 USMC WIA. ‘

-~ (2) &t 0304O0H Company M and Company I moved out to attack and -
seize Objective No L (BT 112303), the enemy position. '

- {3) OBOSBOH the Command Group moved out to Join Compa.ny M
and Company I at Objective No 4., :

(4) At 030730H al1 units had consolidated on Objective No 4.
The area was then thoroughly searched out,

(5) &t 031300H Company L found two shallow graves within their
perimeter containing the bodies of 2 NVA troops, Results were 2 VC KIA
(conf n‘.rmed) :

si0n (6) At 031305H Company K found one wounded NVA in a tunnel,’
Bvery effort was made to extract him, bul he was armed with grenades and -
refused to come cut. He was subseguently killed. Captured a cartridge
belt 3 chicdom grenades, and five AK-47 magazines. Results were 1 VC
[ccnfumed) ’ : '
(7) At 03172®H Company M found freshly used battle dressings.
covered with blood at ‘BT.09299 . A1l ‘Hamlets within a 500 meter radius

. of BT 105295 were desértéd &nd .had béen fof some time. The hamlet .
{mmediabely south of BT 105295 has been completely destroyed by air and

arbilleryy fu.: lynic
(8) At 031750H Company: I (BT::11430L 6 BT:10730L): :found many-«
cdves -on and near the river banks. .All.weré checked:out with negative
results. Also, many hesavy bleod spots were found in the area where the
artlllery 1iit. the heaviest yesterday: (BT 112302y, -One NVA was spobbed
wearing'a-helmet and c¢arrying & weapon {BT:112305)...He successfully
ran and hld bcfore the Marmes could take h:.m under i‘lre.
. ey 1 e e ¥

(9) it 032215H Compa.ny L’s LP attempted to entér the perlmeter

: (BT llJ.BOh) without using the proper procedure and one Ma.rlne was wounded

by t.hg. per:x.metcr watch.
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(10) At rightfall the units were located a: f£cllows:
(a) Command Group ~ BT 111304
{b) Company I - BT 112302
(¢) Company L - BT 113303
(d4) Company M - BT 110303

ie L June 1967
(1) At OLOTOCH all compam.es left with two platoons eact” to '

conduct search and destroy operation- in the following areas:. ... -~ = ="

(a) Company L - Area #1, vicinity of BT 102302
(b) Company I - Area #2 vicinity of BT 096294
(¢) Company M - Area #3, vicinity of BT 08829

(2) At OK0730H Company M (BT 110302) found a body burled wearing -
“green utilities and WA cartridge belt. Results were 1 VC KIA (confirmed),

(3) At O4123CH Company K (BT 090293) caught two VG in a hole
after they ran when tha larines approached. Results were 2 VG captured,

(4) At 041300H Company I (BT 112302) searched a villege complex
near their position and captured 10 VCS, All were forwarded to ITT,

(5) At 041705H a Company M pefrel escorted a V0 detairs® vho had
been sent out to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines from the 5th Marines with
the information that he knew where a VC leader lived and the location of
a VC hospital at BT 112310, . The patrol did not find tke VC leader amd the
hospital turned aut to be a very small hut that was capable of housing :
only a very few people. The only evidence of VC presence’ were several
large blood spots just outside the hamlet where the alleged hosplt_al was, .

(6) ft OL1E0CH all wnits left for Objective J (BT 076326)
(7) At OL193CH all units arrived at Objective J. B

(8) At nightfall the units were located as follows:
a)  Command Group. and Company L - BT 074323
(b) Company I - BT 076324
(c) Company M- BT 074324

3. é_..__..._il
(1) At O5060CH all units left to attack and secure Objecti\re
G (BT 045345).
(2) At O51C00H all units arrived a‘t. Objective G.

(3) At 05130CH the first elements were heh—llfted to the ISA
at Tam Ky. .

(L) At O5170CH Operation UNION IT was secured,

7
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11, Re sults

a, Eneg.

(1) The follomng is an assessment of VO personnel cagualtleg
inflicted by the 3rd Battalionm, Sth Marines:

" (a) VCKIA ('conflrmed) - 227
(b) VG KIA (probable) = 379
(c) VGG A -
(d) ves = . S lh S
(e) Ref‘ugees taken out of '8 controlled areas - 22,

ﬁn omy equipment and
fon, 5th Marines: -

£6ilowing 0 pf' y
- or destroyed by the 3rd Battal

A-47 rifles - 2
Chicom LMz ~ 1 »
NVA packs with gear (destroyed and evacled) - 12 o

Chicom grerades destroyed - 8
Documents (destroyed and evacfed) - 25 lbs
Medical Cupplies (destroyed and evac'ed) -15 1bs

Rice destroyed . =2700 lbs

p Jure ﬁl) Casualties sustained by the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
Were as. follows: .

Sd, Besilts

A o ey B L e
23 CLEWERILLGE

@N@MSS \FHE@

4,5?:\ \, -
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(2) The following is & list of weapons and eqmprnent lost

or destroyed by the 3rd Battalion,. Sth liarines:

{a) 1 M-60 Iz lost
- (b) 1 79 destroyed and evacted -

12. Admr.}n:.straplon-
a., Resupply

(l) Resapply was acccmpjlshed frow the Loglstlcal
Supoort Area (ISA) at Tam Ky.

(2) Normal resuoply of all classes of suppIy-was

"accomplished every other day. Emergency resupply was. accwphshed
- when requested, .

(3) Availability of helicopters was a controlling
factor but overall support was excellent.

. (4) The HST net was-used as 2 logistical, administrative,
~and helicopter control net. The use of H3T has improved con-
'sicderably over the last operation. T controlled the supperting

hehconters very effectivelr and with e minumum of confusion °
with one exceprtion, When the he:llCOp*' ers tame into the zone

a large group of people would rush out to help unload the SqulleS,

This situation presents a lucrative target for the enemy. ... -
Commzrders cm_ckly correct ed this when they were 1nformed of
the’ s:.‘ruatlon. S n : S

b. I‘amtanance

(1) Malntenance of equ:mment was accomplished through -

" the ISA, Replacement of defective equipment toock place in the

ield., No problems were encduntersdwith maintenance,

¢, Treatment of casualties, evacuation and hosnitalization

(1) Evacustion of nersomnel was- acé’omplished smoot hly

and usually in.a minimum of time, -Again, availsbility of heli-

copters Was a big a«.tor

(2) Commanders mus allow thelr tralned corpsmen to

. ascerftaln the casualties! condition and determine what wriority

of med-evac they need., There were instances vhere an emergency
med~evac was ce.lled for casualties that needed only a priority
med-evac,- Also the location. and nature of the wound mist be
sent into the HST when requesting a med-evac helicopter as this

. algo determines the priority of the rasd-evac, - This is espec~
B 1ally 1mportant to emargenc;y med-evac's, . '
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(3) ‘lounded were reuvoved expeditiously ‘rom tre battlefield and
excellent care was received t‘roughout the evaeustion chain,

d, Tr:a:is portation

(1) seplaceisents and special supplies .ere trinsyarted by truck
to the ISA., All resu ply and rcphce ents were delivered to the J.lEld
by helicopter zron tbu Lm.

(2) HST handled 2ll the transportation imo aad. oat o the IZ in
the field, Normally, cverything worked very smoothly, On occcasion sowe
people would anpear in the IZ as a helicopter was landing desiring tc be
heli-lifted oub withcut informing the IBT prior to this tinc. b bines

hese individuals yonld not be he]i—lii“ted due to previcusly plamed loads,
After a fe. incidents this was corrected.

ey Corzunications
(1) The N/PC-25 7 radic prcvided the :)rlrwary reans oF corte
unications during Oﬂerztl_,n UlJIC‘& II. Soue difficulty wes noted in
commrmicating frcm areas iasked fra: the Regimentzl CF by [oothills, but
the probles wis generally solved by erecting o high HC-202 antengy or
estzbliching an airborne relay station for short pericds,

(2) Mo interferencc between frenuencies wis noted, howsver con
several cccasions the eneuy forces were encountered on our freguencies.
It should 'beé pointed out thu.'{; the enery is capable of initative dece:tion
and general harr~°°r:.c,nt on our cire Ultuy "

(3) ‘The Battahon ope z"*teu *‘rnd_ u- ob"le and posth durdng
Operatl sn UMICH II. Two 20-292s were earried und used when necessary,
The CP compmnicgtion group ..as large in order to carry the ux';ra 0-292s
and radios, ‘h_u lloO provxdud a rezc;.l',' avail ble pool 2 replncelunts

hen c*x.m'zl'b es anong radio OD‘OI‘dtOI'a occarred o o

'(h) Soume dlf“lculty wuis eqcountcz ed .vn.th t‘le ﬁccussorie“ for tie
AN/PC=-25, The whip and ta-c untennas ¥l their bases an: lindsets Lere
in short supnly. The ARJ/PAC-10 accessories were adecuste svbstitubes-when

used with the proper adaphérs. ' It is sugzested 4 ai sup-li¢s of-the =
ado.pters be . ~de up and-iede avallable so bhat the-substitute equipment
*aybou.;ed. S - B o : :

fo I ed.;c.ll BVu.J'L],’tJ on

(2}  wWoazmlel in iction - 130
(3) iloneew bt injurdes.. - 11 . . S
LT ’ 191 Total (evac)

TN

" (L) 'Vounded in Action: 35 Total (nonwevac)

b | UHCLASSIFIED
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(5) Died of wounds S -1
(6) Non-combat deaths -0
(7) Combat injuries-non wow.l -0
(8) Non-combat injuries (Total) - -11
(2) Heat exaustion -9
(b) Possitle Malaria S A
(¢) Battle shock -1 -

13, Special Equipment and Techniques

None

1, Commander!s Anaylsis-

Operation Union II was designed to find, fix and destroy
elements of the 2nd NVA Regiment located somewhere west of Thang
Binh close to grid square BT 0930. This was a missicn accomplished
mere quickly than anticipated. Contact with NVA units was made

immediatitly upon landing on D-day; heavy losses were inflicted upon

the enemy on D-day and subsequerntly on 2 June.'the manuever of Ba.ttal:.on
elemerss was made smocthly and supporting arms were normally quick

to assist when needed. Oa operations of this type where "search

and destroy" takes on major importances it is often expedient to

move very slowly; this gives small units the time required to tho::oughly
seek ouf: the enemy in caves and tunnels. While slow movement is not -
gliays Teasible 2 pursult ‘or emergency support movement there arel

many instances Where a more prolonged stay in certain hamlets could. <wnz 13

most certainly have uncovered more enemy prisoners as well as weapons

and equlp'merrv.u The NWWahomits are well d_Lsclpllned and equipped

bt morald Appears Hobe: ‘atgiclow level and tleiw loglstlc support

is wvery hm:.ted b Thedr \gheatest: combat advantagé is in their

superbly! pr'ncared cfortified thamlet Tpositiions frofhiwhich they fight
tenaciously but mustibresk cortact after A or 5-hHours of sustained

combat because *¢f theirtlimitedrsupport. This advantage can be mat-
erially reducéd by:judiciousciuse of preparatory-fires and/or reconnaissance
by fire, A definite tactical pattern seems to be developing from

recért, operatitnd-oderimst the well dugsin WA units.

P

e i

tors (1) Contact is gonerally initinted by the enemy who
is in 2 stationary concenled position froo wnich he can observe T
approaching friendly Forcesy, - |

ESN R
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&) v b. forces Lanuever to assault and overrun enemy
poeitlons and eneny withdraws in an orderly ranner when possible ~
delaying U.S, forces - J.th accurate sniper teams :md sone nmortar
flre.

- (5) ‘Battered enemy renma.nts escape under cover of
darkness wmless l._\rge J.5. forcey are preserrt to cub off escape
routes,

aenerall.; speaka.ng, the NVA forces f:.ght very well but are ta.lcmg

- very heavy losses from recent encowiters with liarine umts—spec-
ifically Brd Battahon, 5th ILrines.

15. &ecomerﬂa:tlons

- (1) ‘That compuny corpsmen always bz allowed to uske
the final assessmnt as to the priority of a med-evacs

; (2) Duc to the fact that the eneig rwCs the noise -

of our artillery to cover the sound cf his mortar firing it is ree
commended that ifarines stay under cover as much as possible during
an artlllery rission and shortly thereafter as a precaucion.

\3) That radio di scml'me ovpr air control nets be
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