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3rd Battalion" 5th ~larines 

..1st Marmo Division (\Re:in) .FMF 
we San Fr anc~co, . Califomia 96602 . 

~- J/CBW/plb 
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\. 

" 
11 'i,une 1967 

COimland:ingef:ti~er.;, Th;i:rdB~ttalion, r.:1.tthMarmes "~< -'-"".,' . FrO!lJj' 

To: . 
.Via:· 

Commanding General, FfrstMarine Divisioti '. . .. "-..•.. ~ ... ," ~. 

CO¥JTIl.and:j.pg Officer, Fifth Marines 

;~r:j:¥t !;.02 2 .. 3 - 67 ... 
rf siD I"'j7:3 

. .~. 

Subj: 'C$llfuat After Act'ibn Report 
.-, ;~~';;)' " " " ':" {~. ", . . 

Ref: . (a,)" Division Orda:r 3480.1 
. (b) 5th Marines Frag Order' 2a.:.67 

(c) 5th Mar:ines,.Frag· Order -32-67 
.-:. ''''-

Enol:- .frl} Operation Overlay Nol for 26 May 1967 

'. ~:~tf~!~ ~=~~r~~r~~~t!Oo~ .~~O May 1;67 

. 1.. Code Name. Operatiori~ION II. --. 
it. . Date§' of Opt:)ration.~!~ 2606o0H May 19,67to l05l:700I:f;; ~e 1967. 

3. Location. Quang T:in Province, Republic .of Vietnam • 
. ~ .:; f, .~:) 

4 .Comrlland He aug uarters,.: is.ee .;Task '. O:rganization. 
. ,:_.:·:·;~i .H;·:.",·.~.t-":., ~)';·':··r.:· ·\t.': :<':'·,-:.7 

........ 

~ 

'~. 

5. ~ask Or ganizat'ion :;.;; : :":,' .. :.'.\; " ;, ,..', .~ \ .. ,; i: .:,':;~ , 
\.,;~>:;~;;~rd Bn (-) {Re:in}; 5th Mar ", Lt·Cbl/D~·.E.ESSLlN<m 

~f; Ma.}.L .. ·E. JOHNSON 
HStS Co (-) _' ,.'. Maj,:B:. R.'CUNII'ffiJS 
Det, Co K, 3rd Bn, 5th Mar (Bn Security Plat) LtCol c. B. vJEBSTER . 

• j • Det",E\try'F" .. 29-d:Bn,-,l]:t.h ~ (LnTm)' .. " , 
'. ,,,Det .. ,1st SP',Bh (HZT) .,.. • .... :, 

Det:, lstj?rig Bn "~',' ',;... .' 
Det, Hq Co, 5th Mar (Scout-Sniper Tm) 
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Doh Btry FI'2n.P. En, ~lth Mar (FO Tm) 
Dct ~ 1st SP<Bn CHST) , " . 
Det 1 1st Eng Bn ' . ' . 
.Det l Hq Co, 5th Marines (Scout..oSnip'3l' Ttl.) 

'--.... " . 
Co L (Reinl 

Co L 
Det, l!tS'Co 

Det ~ Med. Plat, , 
Det, 8lintl Plat (FO 'ttl) 

Cap'v-H. D. PET'f'E!.lGn..L 
2/LtA.cmTlS' 
Ca.pt P. H. G~ 

Det, Com Plat' (FAC Tm)' '" ' . '. ' 
Det, Intelligence Sect (Scouts & Interpreter) 

Det, ,Btry F, 2nd En, 11th Mar (FO 'I'm) 
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST) 
Det, 1st Eng Bn 
Det, Hq Co, 5th M,,'lI'ines (Scout-5niper Tm) 

Co M (B.,ein} 

Co lJf 
Det1 H&S Co 

Det, Med Pla.t , 
Det, 81nra Plat (Fe 'I'm) 

Ca.pt J. R. ~OY 

Det.,CcJ!ln Plat (FAa To) , 
,:1 -', Det., Intelligence Sect (Scouts &. Interpreter) 

/\, '", ,::;D,e;t, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines (FO 'I'm) 
, bh, 1st SP Bn (HST) 

Det, lst i £4?;g 13nr~. 1,;';"';' ;' /(, , 
pet,; l1Q:,Co" 5th) Mar~es (Scout-Snjper 'I'm) 
",.; "1": ,I' , 

3rd Pl;'i,(-)'·;Co'B;"l5.t!Eng·.Bn I, "t.\,t<; 

. ~'~. l-

Bn Reserve . ..,t,. 

, . \ . ~.'.' , . 
Co KC .. ) (Rein) 

co:t!:'c, , ", 
Det, H8tS,:Co;;" ,', 

~Det'J Me9.:'flat 
Det~ Blmm. Plat (po TIll.) 

, 2/Lt c. D. VENtJrO 

lILt R. H •. B~~I., ~., 
2/Lt R. G~·ta.MES 

capt J. R. TENNEY 

Det., Intelligence Sect' (Scouts) _----------1 
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Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines (FO'Tm) , ' 
. Dat, 1st SF En, (liST) 

Det, 1st Engr Bn 

6._ Sueeortiti& Forces 

a.. Art Ulery . 
' .. 

. . '. 

-: : 

'. (1) Froin 2b Ma,r through 5 June ' 1967, during Operation UNIatII/ 
the Third Battalion, Fifth Marines was provided ·art:i.l.lery 5uppOl"tby. the 
Second Battalion., Eleventh· Marines. In direct support of tJie Battalion 
was one l05mrn. Howitzer Battery" Fo:ld:.rot Battery, consisting of four ho­
witzers. Foxtrot Battery was used as a inobUesupport torce, makirigthree·. 
battery displacements and one platoon displacemen~ :in support of Operation 
UNION ll. 

. (2) In General Support of/~the Battalion was one 4 gun battery or 
lS5mm fuwitzers, one 4 gun battery"~bf l05mm 1:owitzers J and::" one composite 
battery consist:ing of four 155mm how:i,.tzers and four l05n:nn how:tt.~er • 

. , ~~ ri.4~t \, ":·:~~*i!!~§.-1- ~.~ , '. 

(3) By effectively dispia~gthc fJObile batteri'~h.t ~ ~;.._~­
~~~, a.:tillery, support was avap.~~.~e to the Third Batt,~~p,P.:, Fi£f,h-Mar-
JIles durmg all phases of the oper'ijhono '''-lt~-, 

'" . . (4) Extensive artillery preparation fires were employed during 
:tJ)~g!ij:;t:ire operation. The timeliness of these fires proved)td~ .. bo ll):)st 
effective in supporting-tbe J3W,talion t s scheme of mahuever.l1 :,,5.' 

: . 

). 

( 5) Ha£'r~smg;jaiia fht'erct\ict.ing; t;ires;il'(ereT..:pIaiined and f'lred' . ' e " \ each night durmg:;~hd,.:;couf'se'(o:f \'opel) at ion UNION';'U. Placing thosefjres~ __ .r 

clOSt? to oUr posit.j,ori.:;t;oget,p,er)?''lith tir.ael"y firing ueprivoo the ,enenwof. . . . 
the knowledge of our exact positioll a.s a pattern of tire was~ oat-jlb~t 

<:J " .' • • ~ - --.-.. Y" ~ •• ~"." • ' • 

'", .'" '~"'(~r; Ei~~"':ih:e missions ,.;ere provided by the artillery fo~ . 
. "9bser;v:er§;':¢l'@.;\.l)g~.;cr itical phases of the op er at. ion of'imely :?Jld effective 
, fire was dql,ivered on each occasion. In one situation~ artillery cover1l;lg./ 

tire. !3naoIe'd ,i1411·;Gompcfui· to' 'successfunywithdrawfroLrl' an ,open: area:"'iri,») 
Wl1:ich ttherwere":recei';:ihgffrra~ After the"(}5mpmlYhad 'made itJs'~rl.th- ',: 
drawclL a'heav:y;v:qlume:',ofartlllery"fjre wasadjust.ed on the enemypos:L.! 
tien .';, A sWeep :ofthearea.·'·folloWed::the artiJ,.ler;y .'fires'ahd· re:\r"eal.edthat 

'. the ,enemy had :·fled .thear.eaafter. taking: heaV:y c.asua.lt,ie·soi'; ~ill.ig'e~s,~",,';:::';.Q ~-
1tt.~.ar.·ea ,attested.to~ th€L fa.ct ,;that· many:r~emy ;'troops. had, .been: -woUhded~:lxt( 
A:captur.'ed prisoner a.lsotolc. of the devastating affect of the artUlery 

. fire. He said he was separa.too. from his unit as the enemy ran :in all 
directiorts::::'to ~e:5c'ape·"the :;,~~onring: ~~Mti11''ery.-, ~.,;'~:~f: ~~'''..;':. "'ii,: ~:;,.. ,.i."I;» 1-- ~l~'r\.~;:l.~) 

.,'.~~.. •.. .: .. \I.~:,:. J''::: :.}{ .~'.':.,:;'j,",.; ~~,',t .... ,~ J'i~\}" 

, ,'l; :. ~ -, 
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(7). It is the personal opJ.n~on of the FSC that the enemy used . 
. .the nois~ 6f our inconrlng artillery to CCVGr the firing of their mortars. 
Tharewere several instances v;heri. immodiately after an artillery raission 
was fired friendly units received inCOIll:i.ng mortars ~ vJhen the battlefi~ld 
Has relatively quiet the enemy mortars could be heard: firing thus giving 
friendly troops a .chance to take cover. . 

c' 

b. : Air ~port: 

(1) Operation UNION II took place mclusively from 26 May to 
5 June. There were no periods during the operation where weather was a 
deterrant to the ut:t;Lizdion of close air support. 

( 2) A total of 2l f:i:xed wing strikes were run in sUpI~6rt, of the 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marinas, 15 of ,,!hich occurred the first and second days 
of the operation~. In addition to fixed "ring, Harine and Army armed heli­
copters lli'_d Air Force armed C-h7 aircraft landed support. On seveI'll 
occa$ions during critical periods 0xCeSflivG 6elays occured in obtfl,im..P8 
air support which decreased the overall effectiveness of the air stl:':tke. 

(3) All fixed wmg air strikos WJre controlled by a Tactical 
Air Controller (Airborne). There were no oc::::asions "men air strikes could' 
have ?een ccntrcllGd as effectively from the grcund as they Were from the 
ajT;.' ' 

" (4) The AN/PRC-25 is a stUrdy and reliable ra.dio and served as 
tbeprirrci:ry.means of C~JlJ!l11.m.."tG~t,icn. The ';jJ;!/PRC-,41 units in the field 
were beset by minor mechnnica.L jJroblcms l-Ihich ciiused the reliability of 
this radi6:,unit to be.quest-ionable~. '·.i 'i ... C ,,- :,'.'. • \.",. '" •• 

~. "":"'" _" .<.,', ._. ~ f. ",'_ ~'.' " \'~ ~': .". 

';'Y:':.:: ,,( 5): ,,'One of:·the.:majorproblemsduring the;open;::biori Was, the' heavy 
volume/af traf:fic:cn. the 5th ,Mar inos:air frequency ,( TACPlocal) .. , LWith . ",; 
thr·ee B·at t: aliens.:in ·.th" , same' area ,·ane·all- \~'a:nt:ing :ma;xiniur.a air ·support.. ' . 
ene .iTeqllency:'cannothandle the traffic. 

l, (6t·~W.i,th:',the G:h."Ception of one US}1C HIAby an Ai!- Force armed 
.. 0-47 ~ all oron.jp . .;·~ was accurately put on) targGt 'tvith excellfdi coverage. 

On 2 June:striKes ),ere called .,:iithiri' 75,meters\of·£:t'iendlylin·Gs' ·with 
excelJ:qnt l results·. ",. . .', :. . ",., ." "., 
!;.','. ",1", •. , 

... ';-

7. Intelligence 
~< ~.' ,\ , • ~.' ' .'.' .' :1' • I ~ .' J ' ~" • I •• 

i -, a.. The enemy forces that were .expected. ·to be encountbred on Operati<.'o 
UNION n.,'mrethe 1st and 3rd Battalions oft;.he 3rdNVA:Regimant, located·· 
\in.theBT0736 ar-ea and tho 2nd;'Battclion, 3rd _NVA Regiment:intheBT 1131 
area ••. Elem6Iltsof-the 21st NVARegi.mcnt located :in the -BT 'and 
eleI:l.ents of the:GK.,:.30. COll1'U1i'1ications.Ba 'NVA 
Division, were also expected to be oncount 

1+ 
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b. 'Contact was'made on the first day of the operation ,men encoun­
tered by elements· of the 3rd NVA Regiment; heavy fire was received inlin­
ccliately upon landing' at the Ihelicopter landing zone at BT 0729. The 
~erny appeared to be deployed :in an L shaped battle position around our 
land:ing 'zone. The enemy :used small arms, automatic weappns ,.::.nd 82rrm 
mortars.. Approx:Lmately twenty 82rmrl mortar rcundswera droppe'd on the 
Battalion GominandPost.: Under the cover of darlmess the enemy ,1ithdi'ew. 
A sweep of the area reveelod sev.eralonemy graves wh_ich were dug straight 
down six; feet with an: opening of approXimatelj12 x 12 inches. Thu~ 
the :individual was shoved feet first into the hole with about J to, 6 inches 
of djjt on top of his head •. Extensive camouflage and: well~ug· entrench",,: ' 

.moots, 1'lOro uS0d by the enemy.· . Durmg the neXt-{.wo clays, only sporadic . 
sniper fire W.:lS received. . . ' . 

c. On Phase II (J01030H-05l700H) the battalion was lifted into the 
BT 1020 ar0a and proce·e6ed on the operation forjithe next two days receiv­
ing only sporadic sniper fire. On 2· June the 3rd Battalion, 5th &'U"ines 
encountered elements of the 2nd NVA Division. Heavy fire was received 
throtcghout the afternoon and into· tho oarly hours of tIl.:; next morning • 
. Again, under the cover of ~,a.rlme ss the enemy withdrew. On.:3 June the 
Battalion moved in ~xLd o~cupied the area from which· the enemy had been 
dug-in the day before. A sweep of the area r:~ycaled the enemy-Is 75 re-· 
coiloss· rifle position from which they fired six rounds the previous 

, '. 
\ , 

day_ This was the first time this Battalion had encountered a 75mm 1'0-' 

coiless rifle. 'AJ,.so, indications of three 82mm mortar positions were 
eViaellt. Bneqy/gear, that l'ras recovered revealed" that the enem:Jl-:J)~ob­
ably had fresh troops that had boen brcught:illt6 the area rec~tly;,''':' 
Again .. indic,iJ"icns pointed toward the enemy's use of extensive camou-· , 

. flagcanci' ifl"cll'dug"'j.rl' eroplacements ~··:;D1.;r,ihg;b6th:,pl)ases'0f. the operation,· 
the enemy was hGard 'on the Battalion tactica:lcdntrol net·. '.The· enemy -', 
was heard 'using tho. \\'"crds' Imonlt .. shoot~' Horifiesll; when . tho' Marines ,were 

.v. closing .riththGenemy.: 'Numerous dOCUihcintsand, 'a·crude 'mnpwere cap_· 
. :' . t'ured. The mapshowod.th0\deployrnent cf their troops and .the possible 

a.vcD:uesofapproach •... FiftdenV:iet Cong' suspects were' captured, among , 
/ them waseno NVA corpsnan,Nho stated he was from, the lOath NVA Battalion. 

., ." 

ThcJ'JVA units were ,armed with assorted .Chicom sInal 1 arms, Iilachineguns, 
automatic riflos, 60rmLinorters, and S2rnm mortars, and: a ':75rrnn recoile~s 
rifle~· 

"d. The area in which the Battalion, operated'in the ,first, phase in 
thC'Yicinity·of BT O?29 and going ",cst; was mostly rice paddies, hedge­
rowsa,nd tree lin0$ which concealed entrenchmants that a:fford~d protect­
ion from'-D.ir' strikes ;,andartYleryfire. The second phase started when 
-the.:.Battalion was. heli~lifted into a: valley at Err 1122 ,mich Jas surround·'ild 
by ,mountainoust0rrain;., The loountains·werecoveroowith .either high, 
and thick elephant grass, or'dense forests with thick:unctergrowth •. Artor 
passmg over the mountains, the Battalion'moved again through rice paddy 
and hedgerow terrain.: , , . 

5 

':., " 

".<.". ,. 
.1-,...:t,,,:· , ; 

;' ",. 
>'~' , : 

, ".'" .. ~. 
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e. The renctions of the civilians to civic action and psychological 
warfare efforts were eatisfactory. Civic action efforts vDl'ied from 
individual corpsT.1en help:ing vfith Dcdical aid to the ha.'1.ding out' of soap" 

'candy" etc& to the vUlagers as the Ma:ri.'1.Gs passed through. Throueh 
th0SC efforts th::re were incidents of the peopJ.e Yolu.'1tesring informntion 
of local VC forces in th0 area. Psychological worfare was effected by 
the evacuation of ~~I} civiJ.iDns fron VC areas. 

8. !J~~. During the conduct of Operation UNION II" the 3rd Battalicn, 
5th 11arines 1"as assigned the r.rl.ssion of conduc'!:,:ing coordinated search 
and destroy oper;,:,tions within the assigned areas of operation to capture 
or destroy ene~ forces and supplies located therein. 

9. CO.!,lcept of-.QEera~ion~, 

a. In conjunction with A1.1VN Forces and the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines, 
,conducted search and destroy operations. Priority of fires were initially 
to 3rd Battalion, 5th Ma.rines o (See Operation Overlay, Part I). 

b. At L-hour (261000H), D-day (26J1ay) la'1d :in !JZ Eagle (BT fY13296) 
nnd secure tht3 I,Z. On order, continue th-:: at'tack to secure Objective 
No 22 CBT 100310). 

c. At approximately L+.3 001030H), land in LZ Robin (BT 100210) jn 

trace of 1st B",tte.lion, 5th JvIari;leS ~ On order, be prepared to fo11o;.r in 
trace of the 1st Battalion:o 5th Hax:i,nes. Be prepared to continue the 
aMJack to secure Objective B (BT 161248). Ee prepared to revert to Reg­
lllenta1 Reserve. 

d. As Regimental Reserve, on order land :in LZ Cardinal (BT 129717) 
and secure the LZ. Continue the attack and establish blocking positj,on 
vidl1ity Cbjectiw C (BT 1.3SZ75-BT l372SS). 

a. 2!+ Hay 19~7 

(1) At 241600H the Commanding Officer of the Jrd Battalion, 
5th Marines received the initial plans and operation overlay for Operatjon 
UNION II. 

b. 25 May 1967 

(1) At 252000H the COITlI!l1mding Officer of the .3rd Battalion., 
5th Marines received Frag Order 28-67, enemy situation overlay and opera­
tion overlay for Opera;t.ion UNION II. 

6 
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~. 26 _1m 
(1) At 260945H COl'll'any L was heli':"liftad from tha Tam' Ky 

LZ (BT 291233) to LZ Eagle (BT 073296)., Upon landingCornpany L came 
under m:>derate17 heavy sniper fire from the north which "rounded one 
officer and five enlistod Marines. 

(2) At 26101;H the Command Group left the Tam Kyo LZ forLZ 
Eagle ~ Heavy sniper fire was received when'the Command Group'lB:nded. 
No i'riendly casualties were taken. " " , 

(3) At- 26l100H COlIq?anyM landed in LZ Eagle. 

(4) At 261130H Company L CBT 072300) assa.ulted a tree line 
to the north in an attempt to reach Objective No.2 (BT 083306). The 
entrencheC.' enemy (BT' 070304) countered 'vrith :intense small arms fire, 

V' numerous rii'ltLgrenades and'mortars. TvJQ,Slrmn mortar missions"ah' 
artillery miss:Lon and ,two air strikes were, called in with good coverage 
of the target erefl" Results were' 8 USHC KIi\.,J.3 US!1C',\'1/IA including 
tho Commanding Officer of Compnny L, 5 VCKIA (confirmed), 14 VC KIA 
(probable) and 2 VCS captpred. 

(5) At 261135H tl:, CH-46 Seq. Kn.ight helicopter wa.s shot doWn 
±n:Ii~·:j:Ea.gle (BT 073296)., ' );,c. 

': " ~t·. .:';)..";r ',' .i ~'/. '.:' 

(6) At 261200H Goope.ny I landed in j,Z Eagle, completing the 
heli-1ift • 

" C7}:v::;At,~,\~6i330H it was'learned through the interrogation of 
the local.,pcpulusthat ",there is ,a ,reinforced cOIU'panyof approxi.rnately 

, 200 ,men :i.ri~the .. \~ic:iiiityl'~of"BT<OOO300.,' ~ '." ' ' '~,:_< ' (.,',,,', ','J 

~~.~. ~?'I~" . _ :r ·i~.~· ,,;,,':.~. i:~' i:.~.'(:.-l ,' . .'<:.,: .. ". .,L~ \',: 1,"~':V 

;""'C'i' :". (8) :,,At 26l400U.C6mpaiiyM (BT 073301) 'swept, avillage~. in; , 
sttpp6rt of'Cc't.lpany;:i,'vrl1en they-:'encountered the enemy (BT 078305) with 
automatic'l-reapons, ,rifle Brenades, and mortars. A platoon from G omp any, 
I was sent,',to rein':torce;'Coinpariy: M~:,.TwO $lrnin. mortar ni.issions:"'aridstwo " 
vcty effC'ctiyc", ai.:p'i.:'strikesl~were'~ca1Ied ib.<~:," Resu1tsn'liere'::$]i.'USMC"'KIA·; , .. 
ro tJ::>MCi ,:v;rIA, i15:~ VCJ Kli~ ,tdcnfil-m.ed} ., and 12 VC ~c...tA( probable) • . 

(9) At, 261500H Compan,y Ii (BT~:t07900r:Spottedan estimated ' 
15 VC run into a treeline where a, he'avy volume of fire had just been 
received. t,LFirdd, 2d',i,:rQ;e\;;or<BJ:mmYh1.0rtar<sWfiidC~2~l:ed(,mtGn:e'''aii'·vst:afke'' 
with':~exce]l:.1(mtn c0verage:xol' 'target,;h, ResU9.tsvwere. 7;: uSMC 'tID,:;Md'lI.di~ 
v~tKIA':~(lprob,ab]e') i~?:<\:' ,~'ti'')J:;A)f.~. > ~~~>t.-~L': t'1 ~J'" >:'~ ':r,r j .. ,1,': l,;;;,',.,,~,<,. ".,}:,:~,'·,~o"'(~~:'~";J':"':~~"~:":';"'~:'l':·;'~,; '," ') t'F8 f;,.:,~.::' ~ 
~~\v~":r:s·g~:)~_.;~~~ :r- (.;::~ .r;'::Tiy~.,::.3:'~.J!;.' "_ .. _', ,- L J

', ,." _ _ I <0 .. 

,; ]. I",,' :," (10)" :; 'At. 26i6QOHCbfipanyi iIi( Bl1'u.O'l~OO)~' c. pldat'c:Cn.:·, whid1 tira:s, '1" ;'~,,'}" 
sentiitolred.ni'or:M~'GompfuiyJ},firtit,1lrnedZianU .Comp>ai1j i,';.'att;a0kedr:soutfiC·fuld 
east :;toi:'c ohle?\iip('@R;;.th~ 's6'utherriY,f'lank:5o :r:':tne ;\enemyJ:reI.q~\ring",the ~ 
pre5suFe';0n,:06mPruiY:'~L~;sb;thaLthey could ,retrieve their casualties 

"il:; ';, ;').'.;;,,7 'I.;;,j"v,":.n :~h, I 5 t.. 
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£rom the open rice paddies. Company L encountered and auppreeeed 
the cnerJW' at BT 082.301. 

(ll) At 261700H COqlanl L began pulling back to the Battalion 
Command Group's position 1eavin8 one platoon. to provide security for 
the casualties until darkness fell when tho casualties could be 
l;>rought back to tho LZ under cover of darkness. . 

(12) At 2617.30H the Conmw.nd Group (BT 0713(0) and the 
downed helicopter received 10 rds inco~g 82mm mortars from an 
unlmown enemy position. Results were 2 :USMC ~m including the Battalicn 
Operations OffiQer" 

(13) At 26la>OH the· downed helicopter was repaired and 
flown out. .,,;: 

(U) At 261830H the Command Group again received approximately 
10 ros incorning B2rnm. mortars resulting in the death of the Battalion 
Communications Officer and the wounding of the Battalion Comma.'1cling 
Officer. 

(15) At 26aJ00H LtC61 D. E. ESSLINGER was med-evac'ed and 
Maj L. E. JOHNSON was flown in to assume command. 

; 

(16) At nightfall.:the units were located as follows: 

(a) Command Group - BT 07329$ 
(b) Comapny I - BT 071298 

; (c) ... Colipany L· - BT 07329B '.:, ,' ..... - .. ~,. ".:j'.. " . 

(dr ·-CO~A.!1Y' M - BT 070]05 

(a.7) The· ·follOwing,isa Nrirr,ative SllIllIllWY of . Combat Action 
for 26 May 1967. ' '. .. ....,'. '. ' , 
, " .'.. .. (a) .0945 ·.Company Llanded inLZ Eaglo and received 

moderate .sniper fire. ,.:. . . ': ,. . 
(b) ;1.030 - Command Group landed in LZ Eagle and the Stljper 

fire increas~d..· '. ' .... . . 
. ,'., ( c) 1115· - Company M landed ~lnLZ·Eagle. COlIlFany L 

left to attack end seize Objective No.- 2 {BT 083301} when they ran . .. 
:into' heavY enemy'.fire from B1' 073303. 

(d) 1230 - Company M was sent to BT 070304 to reinforce 
Company L. 

(e) 1630, - Company I was sent south and east to carre up 
en the southern flank of the enemy when they'encotmtered heavy enemy 
fire frem BT 082301. Company I overwhelmed the· enemy and set' up a . 
night, per inieter .':. .. . , . ,. ." 

, (f) 1700 ,- Coltpany:M.received·incommg mortars,evacua.ted 
·t.hEd,,l' casualties and set up a night perimeter • 

. 8 lMOO~~~$$nwnar-
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., .. 
{e;} 1706 - Conq>any L pulled back to the Command Qroup's 

position leaving a platoon to provide security Cor the rema:ming 
casualties until they can be extracted after dark. 

(h) 18'30 - Cormnand Group received weoming mortars 
wOun~ing the Commanding Officer. 

(i) The results for the day were 38 USMC KIA,~P.a.f USMC WIA, 
US va KIA (confirmed), 15.3 VC KIA (probable)" 2 VCS captured, cind 1 
Chicom AK-4? rifle captured. . 

(18) Between 2620JOH-262359H Company M received Vietnamese 
..,/ transmissions ever their company tactical net. The inti:3rpretcr listened 
tIP and recorded the following infcrmation: unit call signs were T-6, 

T-4;-Txai Nguyen 33.1 710 Ccng II, Nguyen Hai, Ming An, Tang An, Tang 
/; Nguyen, l' 3 and 12; messages, were: 

//'" // (a) 113 attack 5/3"; 12 and over 5/3. . 
.. ' (b) T-6 or T-4 over, one unit reported it didn't have 

.. ~. enough men to carry wounded. . 
" (c) One officer was wounded. 

(d) Two platoons pull back to. reorganize 
.' .: (e) Nguyen Hai to T-6,too many dead boC:ies' in the field. 

/ 'Not enough men to pick up bodies, over; (Return), must pick up bodies • 
• ,.'<# (f) Ming An To Nguyen Hai 0 ¥13.ke sure yc u pick .. up 

bodies. " 
(g) Tang An called MingAn and told him that if he 

didn't kill a Commnndfug Officer Ming An would be punished. 
(h) SOI:leone told Mmg An to go out and get -weapons so 

they (the weapons) rriay be used ·for an attack ·tonight. tit (i) Note - all other call signs viere used tor radio 
, ~ checks. Also, between the hours of 2030 and 2230 theY,made frequent 

radio checks; that may have indicated unit; movement. 

d. ?7 Mal 1967 

(1) At 2?0500H Coimnand Group moved the casualtiee und two 
platoous .ofCompany L from, the. CP U. (BT 073298) .to a more: secure LZ 
atBT 075297. 

(2) At 'Z70700H Major B. R •. C~nNS ,arrived to assume command • 

.I (3) At. 270000H the, ALO spottedVCat the base of a hill at 
/ BT 065283 and calledin'2 air. 'strikes resulting in 15 VCKIA ( confirmed) 

/,,:.:- / and 25. VC KIA . (probable). 

/ 
/ 

/ 

(4) At 270845H an OE:',Aii"craft in support of 3rd Battalion, 5th 
~ines spotted numerous VC jn a tre'eline (BT 078310). 

9 -
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. Five air strik~s were called in resulting in 23 VC KIA (probabl~) • 

. . . ' (5) At 271030H the Command Group moved from its present 
loca.tion (BT 073298) to join Company L at BT 075297 after all the 
excess and damaged equipment wa~evacted • 

(6) At 271040HCollIl11tl.nd Group and CompanY.,L (BT075297l moved: . 
out. to secure Objective Y (BT 075303). Company I (BT 071298) moved out 
to secure Objective X (BT 083307).. 

. . , 

(7) At 2?l200H Company I (BT 301089) swept viilage from whiCh 
!uewas received last night. Killed one VC male who ran when Marines 
approached. Local people stated that 40-50 va had. been in the village 
yesterday and' that they had ,gone north last night. Results were 1 VC 
KIA (conf:irmed), 1 VC pack end .2 chicom grenades. . .' 

(8) At 271245H Company I and CcrnpanyM reached Objectiv~s X 
(BT 0~3307) and. Z CBT 069306) respectively and lvere searching and 
cl.ear ing them thoroughly. 

(9) . At 271445H Company L (BT 072308), captured a VCS male and". 
. sent him out on a m.3d-evac helicopter. 

.. 
(10) At 271515H Company M (BT 072306) swept through area or . 

(' yesterday's encounter f:u:ding four USMO bodies. Two had previou~ly 

I been reported as KrAs and th,e other two ,had been reported as WIAs. ' 
. Also, twelve M-16swere found. All bodl.es and gear we:r:e avac red~ /,,' .... 

a . (il) At 271525H Company M linked up "lith' Company L and the 
., Command Group at BT 081303. Company Mw.as moved i.hrough this posi­

tion to secure the area at BT 075315. 

~. . 

'(12) At 27l730H LtCol c. B. WEBSTER arrived and ~S5umed conmand. . 

/ .i (l3) At 271800H Company L (BT 073309) searched 'area and founci' 
'documents, canteen. cover' and a U. S. Cal 45 pistol serial No 135Bl.· 
"All were heli-lifted, out. 

(14) At Z71830H Company':L (BT 075301) found three bodies in 
shallow graves which appeared "to be one oa:-ixo days old. Results were 
3 VC KIA (conf:irmed). '. 

(15) At 272055H all units moved into and set up for the 
. night :in the following positions. 

(a) Comnand Group and Company !{ - B';l' 082325 
(b) Company I - BT 081321 to BT 083323 
(c) Company L - BT 083323 to BT 086325 

10 
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e. 2S May 1961 

(1) At 200600H all units attacked along axis of advance 
to seize Objective No. 44 (BT 102347) with Company L guiding on 
the . river I Conpany I guiding on the road and Company M :in the rear 
as battalion reserve with connnand group. . 

., (2) . At 281200H all units had consolidated Objective No. 
44 in the following positions to set up blocking positions for 
1st Battalion, 5th Marines: 

(a) Corrunand Group - BT 107347 
(b) Company I - BT106346 
(c) Company L - BT 103344 
(<1) Gompany M - BT 104346 

/ 0)· At 281215H Company I (BT 102344) searched their por-
i tion of Objective No. 44 finding .one Chi-Com grenade e>.nd an NVA . 
t pack. Both items 1/Irere destroyed in place. . 

(4) At 28l700H a VN girls,s med-evac1ed 'With shrapnel 
wounds. 

(5) At nightfall all units are located as in (2). above. 

f. ~ May 1921 

(1) At 290600H all units moved out in the attack to 
conduct search and destroy operations toward Objective No. 55 
(BT 083355) and then on to Que Son. The units moved out in a 
battalion column 'Wi. th Company L loading followed by Company, I, 
the Command Group and Company ~I protecting the Ba.ttalion rear. 
All units were using strong flankers. 

(2) At 290700H the first element of Company L crossed' 
the river. 

(3) At 290S30l.(the last element of Company M crossed the 
river. 

..... 

(4) At 29l100H the Battalion arrived at the 1st Battalion~ 
5th Marines position near Que Son. . 

(5) At 291200H all units were set in ,their night positions 
as follows: 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Command Group - BT 023346 
Company 1- BT 022346 
Company L ,- BT 024.348 
Company M - BT 025345 
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(1) At 300945H the·.ri!'st·ef~t lUted off trom tho 1st 
Battalion, 5th Mar;ines' LZ(m~·~3U)to the alternate L~ Bluejay eM 1132l.8) 
,:in trace of the 1st Battalion" ;"h Marines. . 

(2) At .301115H the . last . element land'ad in LZBluejq .No . 
'enEmlf contact. . 

. . (3) At 301125H Cont'any L moved out to seize Objective No:3' 
·(BT 118217). 

, (4) 
Objectives: 

At 30l.)OO . all units moved out to seize the following. 

(a) Company L - Objective No 5 (BT 129226) 
(b) Company M - Objective No 6 (BT 129230) 
(e) Company I - Objective No'7 (BT 125230) 

,~ 

Very light sniper fire was encountered enrouteto these Objectives. ; 

(5) At 301400H Company L' s -5-2 scout learned. from the local 
people that 30-50 VC ca.rrying smp.ll arms and one mortar tube moved from 
.~,~~:~~rea of LZ Bluejay to vicinityBT 135289 on 29 May 1967. ; . . 

(6) At 301S30H Company M spotted 15 VC and called :in 9 rds ot 
artillery:;bh them. The area was searched out with negative results. 

- ,tni',:.:~,\M,,:?QQ-730H all units have rea.chedth~:iJ:' assigned objec-cives 
and. are again on the move to seize the following Objectives: 

' ... J,,:f J .~, :~;,X:Ff'~C1~\"; .t,:t;,~,1 .~ :;:-',\~"'~ '<,,~Y!.~~( ! r, ... ~",-:~ ,.",:- t~<··:t: r. :., >~ ;:;-:. 

:.(:9) :At,30it9l0H.Company' M'~,(BT' lJ7231')'rece:iv.ed 5:<td's·,sniper 
. ; f':i,r .. ·e::: !a;s they moVed up a 'narrow trail. A heavY volume of small arms fire 
, was returned which suppressed tho:;: enemy!s fire. Company M then startEd 
, back up the tr.atl ahd!,i~eqei.ved,~.5.H::ds'of \~!.Utorna'ti6;I-jfe:~j This was also 
I suppressed by a:.' h?aVy",vol:UIiieof, sl)lAl;J::arniS fir:elin:~'ri;t:ur:n.. COl'llpaI).yM ,... .... _._ ... ! then returned ;t9; co~so1iC;lat::e".rith'therest- df the ,B:att;aJJon for 'the 

.' f night. . , , . . 
... , .. " 

,; ".,".J 
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(10) At 301930H all units arrived at their night positions ' 
as follows: 

(a) Command Group and Company L - BT 135232-
(b) Company I - BT 135231 
( c) Company M - BT 134233 . 

h. 31 May 1962 

(1) At 310500H Company I moved out to seize Objective 
D (BT 140233). 

(2) At 3106l0H Company M moved out to join Company I 
on Objective D. 

(3) At 310745H Command Group and Company L moved out for 
Objective D in trace of Company M. 

(4) At 311100H ObjectivG D was sccured and all tmits 
moved out in co1unn through the thick vegatation for the resupply· 
point (BT 153230). 

, 
(5) At 311300H all units arrived at resupply position 

and . are, patrolling imrnedi.:::.te area. 

(6) At 311400H the resupply helicopter received g wpE'lr 
rds and Company I returned 50 rds small arms fire and called in. An 
8lmm mortarnission nnd an artillery mission with good target cov­
erage. Results were:undeterniined~·,· 

(7) At 3ll600H Colonel HOUGHTON made a short visit. Orders 
were to remain for the night •. 

(13) At nightfallul'lits were located as follows: 

.c a)' G()mmand Group - BT 152230 
(b) Company I - BT 155229 
(c). '. Company L -BT 1532:30 
(d) Company:r-f - BT 148232 

All unitsweroemp1oyirig LPs 'and amb.ushesin their respective areas. 

i. 1 June 1967 

'( 1) .' Ol0800H"al1 .units left last. nights position in a 
battalion column with flankers on either side to follow in trace 
of the 1st ·.Battalion, 5th, Myrines .as the Regimental Reserve ,to 
Objective E (BT .165290) • 
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DECLASSIFIED 

.. 
3121 
II June 1967 

The order of march was ~y I., Co~ Group.. Co1tpatly L and ,company M •. 

(2) At OllOOH the Slmrn mortar platoon corpsman was wounded by 
a. sniper while crossmg an open rice paddy at BT 162245. 

(3) At Oll245H Company M (BT 165242) received 8 rd.s sniper fire 
from BT 162214-5 wounding 1 Mar:ine. Returned 25 rdssmall arms fire and 
continued to move. 

(4) At O1l700H~1'all units ar~ived at:BT l6S23S just south of 
Objective E (BT 165290) to await further orders. . 

e/· (5) At Oll730~~~the CornrnandiR~ Off'ic~r received orders to ·a.ttaek··· 
_~\ and seize Objective I (B~. 135283). All units moved out in the attack. 

/ 
/' 

- " (6) At01l900!t': Company I received 60-70 rds of automat ic fire ... 
from 7 VC at ET 135284. 300 rds s.rna.11 arms fire were returned, two VC 
fell and were dragged off. An artillery mission was called in on the 
enemy area \<lith excellent target coverage. Results \"ere 5 VC KIA (probable). 

(7) At 012l00H all units arrived at Objective I (BT 13528.3) 
and set in at the following locati0ns: 

( a) Coro.mand Group - BT 136287 
(b) Company I - BT 136287 
(c) Company L - BT 137286 
( d) Company ~1 - BT 1372~ 

'J' . 
i." 

(1) At 020700H' hll<imits.1!loved:.otlt,jn the ·attackto s'eize=the 
southern poriion:'oLObjective·F at .BT096304.·Bni-6tite .. to Objective F 
Company I t~Uld seize Battalion Objective No 1 (BT 125298) and Objective 
No 3 (BT ]22304) and 'C6mpa,'1yMW)riJ,d~,seize Battalion 'Objective IJo :,2';: .:; . 

/ (BTJ30300) and "Nob' (ETll2,303). The. formation: was two up and one;·.·: 
back; with ,Compan.;y; .;-1 on thG right, Company I on the left ana Company L 
:in the rear. The CP gro;tp was in the middle. 

:,.:; :, (~) .:At:.~~a3¢ni,company. Msecur~:~abtal~~~ ~~j~ctiV~ No:"2:'>' 
·findmg the village deva.stated by previous bombings. There was not a. 
buUdfug stand:mg' •. : .. ,; .. '~a::;,., ,' .. , ... ,.r ;'1 " ,,:. " .:",:,,".'. ,' .. ' , .. ;" ... ,:,;:: 

ii,""" (~) 'At 020~45HCOmp~y': M (~T i30j02)~:~1~h~ 3 vc carry~~ 
, weapons. ': One VC Was, wearing-a khak3>un'ifofu,~.·!-,':Phe"VC 1'-1eretaken .. under·:. 

fire: l~ith small .9fIiis.and M~7;9s.·., One. VC:.fellanu vrasdragged :iI~to ,the·.' 
bushes.· Resultsw~r·el'VG KIA .(probab1e)'~';i. '.;. . , ... 

... ~ 
. ~ . 

; ~~ " '; y "," :: '. '~--.<' , .. j . '. ; ,: or' - ,,,' • I '. ,.: " ,I j 

14 r~-;;:';,-:;:~·'";~~·e~"·:--"c .. ' . "'" . . ; .. : : .. .. . . .. I :.IIJJi:\fJii ,l'l! q. \,·,c":y:·,,·, .... ,,, I fumw 
, '" .' l!:;.f U\i;i;~;r Fn ::\ 1)~< -niC!:! .• • I!!!!!B 

.. ".;,' .... ,. i -\-'-'l;;;;,-"1.i~:.··;0UI'I'J;jhiJ': . . , 
if..~_ _, . I ~_=".'!./; : 
~ .//. 

- 'r." ;"''','' , " -'-""""''''1<'-"1;1:'<',/ 
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~~~~:::~~~ O~~' COlUpafl1 I (Bt l~~) pr~~ the enem,y 
ions 1203(4) with 20 minutes of artlllery and one air 

strike. After the prep Co~any I assaulted the enemy position. The 
enemy, estimated at 100 men, returned a heavy volume of small 
arms fire from· the north and west holding up Company I §hort of their 
objective. Company M then swept toward the enemy position from 
the east and Comp[';J1Y I moved up to join Company H. Results were 
2 USMC KIA; 5 USMC WIil, including the Commanding Officer of Company 
I, 22 VC KIA (confirmed) and 45 KIA (probable). 

(5) At 021250H a med-evac helicopter landed to pick up 
Company I I S casualties and received a direc't. hit from a 75mm Reco:U.ess 
Rifle round resulting in 1 USMC KIA and 1 USMC WIA. 

(6) At 021330H the Chieu Hoi stated that the enemy will 
draw back :into the village complex located :in the vicinity of BT 
107317. 

(7) At 021700H Cornpany I and Company M started toward 
Objective F again but were stopped short by enemy mortars and heavy 
small arms fire. Called in one air strike and,nulnerous artillery 
missions. Results were 2 U6MC KIA, S us~rc ~ru, 31 VC KIA { confirmed) 
and 41 VC KIA, (probable). 

(8) At 021730Hten refugees were heli-lifted out.· 

(9) At 021900H Company M received 3 rds of incoming '~ 
75rnm recoiless rifle fire which inflicted nodarnage. An air strike 
was called in with excel'lent target .cCivera.ge~ .. Pilot believes he· 
scored a direct hit on the 75rr.m recoilessrifle. Results were 
5 vcm. (pr.obable) and 1 75ll1J.n Ncoiless rifle possibly destroyed. 

(10) At 021930H Company M started attacking toward Object­
,iva F when they encountered tho anemy dug :in along a 600 Ireter front 

r running east' and west 'from BT 112)03. ' The enemy. had at least six . 
. automatic weapons and . .:;,t least one '82mm mortar. Called in 3artll1ery­
nUssions but the artillery did not silence the .;automatic weapons. 
Company M drew back to allow more artillery to prep the enemy position. 
Results were 6. USNCKI,i\, 8 U311G 'WIA, 22 va KIA (coni'irmed)and 25 ' 
VC KIA (probable) , lost one l'I..,60MG and .captured one chicom LMG. 

(11) At 022300H the units were in the following locations: 

(a). . Command Group and Company L- BT 120302 . 
(b) CompE:IlY I end Company M - BT 114304 

(12) The following are total casualties. for the day 'of 
2 June 1967. 

" 
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(a) 
'(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

DECLASSIFIED 

USMC·KIA - 12 
USMC tffl-l. ... 40 
VC KIA (oanfirmed)·-75 
VC KIA (probable) - 117 

k .. ~e 1267 

• 

(1) At 030230H the Command Group and Company L received 20 rde 
of enemy B2mm roorta!s result:iil.g in 1 USMC KIA and 2 USMC W]\. . 

(2) At 030400H Company M and Company I moved out to attack and e seize Objective No 4 (BT 112303), the enemy position. 

(3) At 030530H the COImJJand Group moved out to jom Company M. 
and Company I at Objective No 4. 

(4) At OJD730H all units had consolidated on Objective No 4. 
The area was then thoroughly searched out. 

(5) At 0.31.300H Company L found two shallow graves within their 
perimeter containjng the bodies of 2 NVA troops. Results were 2 VC KIA 
(confirmed) • 

:::~:./J.~:~~ (6) At 0.31.305H Company K fbund one wounded NVA in a tlIDIlel. 
Every effort was madG to extract h:im, but he was armed "lith grenades and 
roe.fused to come out. He was subsequently killed. Captured a cartridge 
helt;,'3 chi:~om grenades, ?J1d five AK-J.~7 magazines. Results were 1 va 
KIA \. confirmed) • . 

'., ." ) 

(7) Ati.0.3l720HCornpanY<;M found freshly used battle dressings. 
covered \Vith bIe,oct atBT,iQ9299 '" :kll:'tiamlets 'Tllithin a 500 meter radius 

/ of BT 105295 wefe:;desertcd a,nd:,had','been- foi' some time. The hM'let . 
" ':iJnmediately south of BT 105295 has been .completely destroyed by air and 

/ 

artlllery,~: .. , . ..c~(:,:.:;' .. ; . 

. ~ (S) At 031750H Company' I: (BT::cll4:304 ·to':BT ':107.304) ,:found many":; r: 
Iff caves on' and near the river'banks ... :All:'Were checked:out·· ,,;ith nega.tive lj results. Also, oany haavyblcod spots .,;ere found :1n the area where the 

l' artillery:.ll:i;t the' heaViest.: .ye st,erd'ay~.(BT'l:il3Q2)~. ·:One 'NVA ·was spott.'oo :',Lei 
. ,/ we.ir,ing'a;helmet: and¢a.r.rying . a: :w;eapon ,{BT::.U2.305} .'. "He successfully 

ran and hid before the Marines could take him under fire. 
\.'.~~,~ ... ~_~~.:'"':.j~~,').;. ,":',. C:\,':":'!,:,:,:':':.: '~;-:' .... ~'_'. ,~ ;" ., j -1 • ."·:·~Lll (,,:,1: ~":,, 1·' 

c, .:' ,:;.:. \:;(9) = At 03~15H"Coinpany L '6 LP attempted to enter the perimeter 
(BT 111304) without using the proper procedure and one l.furine was wounded 
by the per.iJitetcr,wat'·ch~.i:·, ., l; ..... _ ':'.:,L I;.::;,.;;.,''''''''':~ '>:' .. ;.'~: :,.-'.' ....• 
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(10) At d.ght:f'ali the units ',,,ere located ac f~llows: 

(a) Command Group - BT 1ll301 .. 
(b) Company I - BT 112302 
(c) Company L - BT 113303 
(d) COntpalW ~1 - BT 110303 

3121 
, llJune 1967 

i. 4 June 1967 

(1) At 040700H all companies left with two platOOl'l3" each·to . 
conduct search and destroy operatioIlB in the follo14ng areas! ,."., ,-' .', 

(a) Company L - Area #1, vicinity- of BT 102302 
(b) Company I - Area #21 vicinity of BT 096294 
(c) Company M - Area #3; vicinity of BT 088294 

(2) At 040730H Company M (BT ll0302) found a body buried wearing 
green utilities and WA cartridge belt. Results were 1 VC KIA (confirmed). 

(3) At 041230H Company K (BT 090293) caught two VC in a hole 
after they ran When tr.~ l'Jarines approached. Results were 2 VC captured. 

(4) At 041300H Company I (BT ll2302) searched a villege complex 
near their .position and captured 10 VCS. All were forwarded to ITT. 

(5) At 041705H a Company }or p!3~ol escorted a va detail1l!!t vho had 
been sent out. to the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines from the 5th Marines with 
the information that he knew where a VC leader lived and the location of 
a VC hospital at BT 1123.10 •. The patrol did not find tl:.e VC ieader ani t~e 
hospital turned .mut to be a very small hut. that was cap,'1.ble of housing : 
only a very few people. The only evidence of VCpresence' wer.eseveral 
large blood spots just outside the hamlet "Hhere ~he alleged hospital was •. " 

(6) At 041000H all units left for Objective J (BT (76326) 

(7) At o.41930H .al1 units arrived at Objective J. 

(S) At _nightfall the units ~!ere located as followei 
(a)' Co~~nd Group and Go~pany L - BT 074323 
(b) Company I - BT Cf/6324 
(c) Company 14- .BT fY74324 

j. 5 Jtme 19JfJ... 
(1) At 050600H all units ,left to a.ttack and secure Objective 

G (BT 045)45). 

(2) At 05lroOH a.ll units arrived at Objective G. 

()) At 05130UH' Ue first elements were hell-lifted to the' ISA 
at Tam Ky. 

(4) At 05170CH Operation UNION II was secured. 

17 
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a.' Enem; 

(1) The following is' anassetJ8merrt of va persomel ca.~ua.l.tiQ~ 
inflicted by the 3rd Battalion, 5th 14arines: 

(a) VC ;KIA Cconfirmed) - 227 
(b) VC KIA (probable) - 379 
(c) . vee 1 
(d) vcs ,-, 14 
(e) Refugees taken out of VC controlled areas... 22. 
':t*,' " ~~', .F"', -r~~~ ;k; ii~ ~;,~ :.:~ ~ ,t;. . '. 

naterial ~~~w,~ "!:ara~ror~~~;i:~!i:t~!t:; 5:~~:~;s~nd 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 
(g) 

b. . Friendl;t 
)1'~:1 

AK-47 rifles - 2 
Chicom un - 1 
NVA packs with gear (destroyed and evac1ed) 
Chicom grenades destroyed 
Documents (destroyed and evac fed) 
Hedical Cupplies (destroyed and wac ted) 
Rice destroyed. 

- 12 
- 8 
- 25 1bs 
-15" 1bs 
-2700 Ibs 

,!l,::,;: 1e1:)' Casualties ,sustained by the 3rd Battalion; 5th ~rines 
were as follows! . 

(a) Killed in Action - 50 

(b) 
. \ 

... ".t .. 

: " 
." :~., ; 

r ,,' . : ",' 

Died of wounds - 1 
"\t;~ ~:.T.~ t' ':>:)~~.LJ··~} .. ~:.·"" '·I'.:r~l·:· ),"" ,~'.,:~'-'t 

!~' j:Gun~hob ,;"';:;le) 
~GC 1 
IlloUnded in Action -~·130!; .. 
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(2) The following is a. Hst of: ,.reapons and equipment lost 
or destroyed by the 3rd Battalion, 5th Lari-nes: 

( a) 1 M-6o hG lost 
(b) 1 h-79 destroyed andevac led 

12. Adm;i.nistration 

a. R5!!.UW~ 

(1) ,Resupply was accomplished from the Logistical 
Sup~rt Area (1l3.'l) at TarJ Ky. 

(2) Norlt'~lresupply of all classes of suppl:y-was, .. 
, accomplished every other day. Emergency resupply wasaccoJriPlished 
when requested. 

(3) Availability of hel:i.copters was a controlling 
factor but overall support "'as excellEmt. , 

(4) The PBT net was used as a. logistical, .administrative" 
and helico::lter control net. The,'se of HST has improved cen-

, siderably over the last oper~tion. IlST controlled the SllPP$:rting 
helico9t ers very effect iveI'; and with a !UimpmuTnofc 6rifusion 
with one' except,ion. 1:ilien' the h6licepters tame into the zone 
a large group of people would rllsh out tb help unload the supplies. 
This situation presents 2. lucrative target for the enen,y. 
Comin~nders quickly corrected this when they Here inform.ed of 
the'situation • 

(-I) '¥.aintenance .of equipment was accomplished through 
the !SA. Replacement of defective equbment took place in the 
field. N9 j:)r,gblems w~re encountelOO. \'I1ith maintenance. ' 

C. ,Treatment of casualties, evacuation and hos'Jitalization 

(1) Evacuation of T)crsormel was accomplished smoothly 
and uslla,lly iri.n. minimum of tirns. Again, availability ofheli­
copters w,as a big faetOI". 

(2) Commanders mus··~ allow their tra.ined corpsmen to 
ascertain the casualties I condition and determine what ')riority 
of med-evac they need. There were instances rThere an emergency 
med-ev.3.cwaS called for ·casualties that needed only a priority 
med-evac~ - Also thelbcation, andna.ture of the v-!ound lW.·st be 
sent :mto the lIST when requesting a med~evac helicopter as this 
alec determines the priorit:J~ of the LSd";'evac. - This is espe~ 
ially iihportant to emergency med-evac 's.:....._,_ .. __ ...:---=::l 
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(3) ;iJQunded were re(~oved expeditio\lSly:'roI;l t>e b:lttleficlrl n.nd 
excellent c=,.re 'tt.'C'.s received tl:.l"oughou.t 'I:,ho eV2.cuation chain. 

d. .:rr3.n~W-~.i£u 

(l);~oplacd:a;mts ,~l1d spacbl ~upp1ies .. ore tr.?.ns;">ort.ed by truck 
t.~ the ISh. All re~u: ?ly and r~place::1ents were deliver6d to the field 
by helicopter t'rOl21 the r;.;ft. 

(2) HST h,mdled :!.ll th(;.! trl!.ns:Jortn.til)~ i'lto a:1<1. out, 0:' the LZ in 
the field~ Normally, overy thing ,'jorked very shoor,hiy. Ch oCCQ.sion SOi,;e 

people \'lOuld 3?pEl,'!!' in th<;; J2. as '11 hl':licoi)ter l.-.fa.s landing desiri!1g tc be 
heli-1i~ed OU'.:, without, in,L'orr.li!1r:; the 16T prior to this '1>1;:',0. /it tit;~cs 
these individuals ';ould nnt be heli-lii'teddl..~ to previously phl".ner:: loads. 
AftLO):" a i'e, incid,]nts this id2.S corrected. 

(1) Th(::l~j\Vl!"~C-25'?H radic provided the :)rimary r,:ems 0:: corr.r­
unicati ons dtu'j q~ O:'J~rnti-::r;1 mIT ON II. ~ OLe difficulty Wi!S noted in 
cO:::lr.:l.'Jr:icating t::oon :--u'ea.s 12ilsked frct,; the Regi;;:ent:ll CF by foothills J but 
the problu;;, llJl.S (pnerally solved by ~rect5ng :~ bigh HC-292 m)temn or 
eot.:.blishing n,n airb.or.ne !'eby st'lti.m fot' sht,rtpericds. 

(2) ~~o inted'crencc ~tween frcf'luenc1,es ''1:,18 noted, hO'IIev-er en 
oever~l cccnsions the eneJ:,:Y forcus \-lere encountered on ow.' freql.l.c:lCies. 
It. ShOlihl :bJ pointed out thi.i.t the eneJ ,y :i!; c~!p"l.ble of' :icd.tc.tivc docu;.Jtion 
and g~ner,~1 harr:~osmcnt on our circtdts., ' 

, ". ~ 

(:3) "Tho&:.tt~1ion' oper:.tec! f"rc.:..: ~;." ~obile co::-::,::nd ?ss:'. c.urinS 
Ope:., .. ~ti~n :mIm II. l\ro ;,:C-292s'.iere c'-lrrj.ecl~,nd used 'i'!hGI1 ~'leces~ary. 
The CP conr;Wl.icutj,OI1 ,group "o.~ b.rge in order to c;!'rry the i.!A-tra ~:~C-292s 
a.nd radios. Thi~: ,1130 providG-d .1. reC!.dily ,,~vailitble pool ot repb,cul,:,unts 
llhen cnf.;t121tios nL!Ong raclic) opc:!'ntors oceili-red .. " 

-(1 .. ) SODe dirfic1J~ty l'l:.tS encountered ~..rith the J.cct.:sscr1es for t "'e 
.IN/P,{C-25. The "jhi.p emu t,1.'U u.ntennas ';1d their btl.f'es ;:;.ru.:~ h::.nuset.s "ere 
in f:,hortsup~ly. Tl:e i~:~/P{iC-lO .:l.cce5sorie:o ;,'er~ ::.!.dC:lcU::.~o ::; L'bstitute.z.~'::-Jhen 
used ..... ith the proper D.d~ptf~r3. : It iB ~3'u&;est.edt <1:, sup:lios oJ;'-the 
adapters be ;3'J.de up H.nd· jit~dc ava:lla.ble' no that tho' uubstitute equipment' 
r:ay be used. 

L:i'll,i:"c!, ,in .~,ction 
d,~:\.).UJkc', i:1- i.ction 
lIc,rl,..CY) b;t injui:-ie6". 

- 50 
- DO 

11 
:,~.191TotaJ.,(evac) 

35 Toyal (n.9p,,,,,,eya,c) 
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(5) 
(6) 
(7) 
(8) 

Died of 1\'Ounds 
Non-combat deaths 
Combat :injuries-non WO'll1...1 

Non-combat injuries (Total) 
(a) Heat exaustion 
(b) Possible Malaria 
(0) Battle shock 

13. SEeci.E;.L1L~'1l~t and_~hni.ll~ 

None 

-1 
-0 
-0 
-11 
-9 
-1 
-1 

Operation Union II waS designed to find, fix and destr~ 
elements of the 2nd NV A Regi..lllent located somewhere 't(est of' Thang 
Binh close to grid squa:r'e BT 0930. This was a mission accomplished 
more quickly than anti.cipated. Contact with Nil A units was made 
irnmediat;tly upon landing on D-day; heavy losses \lTere inflicted upon 
the enel!{{ on D-day and subsequently on 2 June,,·'ihe manuever of Ba.tta.lion ( 
elements was made 5moothl~ and supporting arms were normally quick 
to assist 'Nhen needed. O~1 operations of this type where "search 
and. destroyll takes on major ill'.portances it is orten expedient to 
move very slo .... lly; this gives small units the time rec;u.i.red to thor.oughly 
seek ow. the enemy in caves and tunnels. hlhile slO\lI movement is not, .. 
g)!t~ij[ feasible in .<;. pursuit or emergency support movement there-at::e·::~i 
many instances where a flore prolonged siay in cert,ain halT'J.ets could.; ", ';!~'~' :J. 

: 
most e8:!:'tainly have uncovered more ",nemypris oners an Nell as .... ,eapons 
and equipmerr::'D:i"ThelNVh~ts are 'Well disciplin~d and equipped 
but mor':lie1 Jl3.ppears: '~trd':'l:je "'atl,\n;1'lmv l~vel and tLeir' logistic support 
is very 1iroited~d)'Tl'1e.~;;!¢ea;t;·e""St\ combat ad'Tantage; is in their 
superbly (#epire4 ('fortliffeQ.' chamlet· Jp·Gsd.:"\\ions ·frem:i:which they fight. 
tenadously bu.tiP.'Jlst;"break~ .. c:6ffi;act h. t'terh or 5 ·Houl's of sustained· 
combat be(;allso ~<;f ttc1r..=1imited,:'suppbrt.This advantage can be rrm,t­
erially reducedYby:;judic,iOt1s cttse of preparatory,,·::tires nnd/or recormaissance 
by fjTe. A definite t.J.Ctica1 p-3.ttern SGeJnS to be developing from 
ree ejit 0P.~~:t;;~§£l~~.c:'sg,~':~~:2!?J:"'"t;h~ .. ,:!~]J.J;g.~~g~~:iln NV A unit s • 

~;O!!D (1) Cont.act i~; SQMraIJ:.,v initinteJC. by the enemy who 
is in a. sb.tionary conce:l.loo. position fro,,! uhich he ca.n obseNe 
n pplj,9:-1.ch ~E{t.r~:?::,::p:~l~l:;L,:!ie~~,~~.~~,;: 

~t.>S ;:,.f' 1 .. ~··:1~ ~~!.~ .;-; ?_cl<~r,',.~,-;'.tt.r I_:'\.;~:·'·~1~:~"' .. :. \;~. ' .. ~';'~ T1::~ .. ·;, . 
.. ,.! , .. '. (. ··('1)·,·,··U '··:: .. "'i~0-'.e· s· ih:o·'I'I'o,'. po··s' ,:·'t,;ons·: "--O'~ :'20·0·,·t", ,500· ··I,;,.-,t·e·''''s; .~ .. '~' .. ' .. .J.::l- .:~" • ....,~~~. l.t ........ ,>.1.1:.1. :.L: '. .,:~- ~ >- •• \;01.. ' .... ,-, .1,., ,f. 

f'r.O;,i:· enemy; )d.rie~! .:..~md ,i:c;;dl·,.±n;ic,onc~nt:t'a.t.e<'V :hir ?i1hi :.<lr.t;i:J.lel~Y ~,d:ssi ons 
wh±-lel-COrit;~m.rl;ng, S:n;11l!':-1!:r.ms~ Eke;:; .~i;:;Y, ·1·.:,:-;.,-;;,0; :',">~:'I' ::-~L;.<:·~,; 

~:., ~ : ... :' ', .. '. ' ':.' •.••• ' \' ., _, ,. ,', pC ~ • ') "" '-. -, .-,' ~;-, _. _ _.' !,i,;-' ,d,,'.~. . tio:.,..l:d L • .\' ',.1),_ f:' 

"~: :.>:<:'J;~::-.':' 'E;,\·')<'·/)'.I'h '~:·i·.·~ G;,:~l.J"r21"'·i .. i:-~.(.~ ".::2.::,~:-: 

.. : .. \t"": ',. ,,'.: 

,..,. -.. " . ;.. ".,; , \.' " .. · .. t· .:, 

" .. ..,. 
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(4) u.s. torcen l.!anuever to ass3.u1t BJ'ld overrun enemr 
positions and enemY,lithdraws in an orderly nanner ~~hen possible ., 
delaying U.S. forces '"ith accurate sniper teams and eon~ mortar 
fire. 

(5) Battered. eneIllY' 'remMnts escape 'undeteover or 
darkness unless lurge U.S. forcee are present to cut. oU esca.pe 
routes. 

i."'..erier3lly spealdng~ the NV' A forces fight very well but are t~ng 
very heav::,r losses !rOIJ. recentencou;\ters with l)a.rine units-spec-
.ifically 3rd Batta.lion, 5th Harines. . 

15. ~rmnerp~~ 

(1) 'I'hat C01;1p,my COI"psm~m always be allowed to lJake 
the f:L"l,al assesst'",nt ;)6 tot.he priority of a lned-evac~ 

j . (2) Duo to the fa.ct t.h::l.t the eneI:.1Yt,tl:;(.t the noise' 
of out' Qrtillery toe O"J'er the sound c£ hisnortar firing it is' re­
cOIJ..'r'.ended t.hat If,:l.rines stay Under cover as much as IDssible d.uring 
an artillery J:lissi<?n and shortly thereafter as a p:-'3caution. 
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