DECLASSIFIED

HEADQU
3rd Battﬁlnx“ ¥erines
1st Marine Diwiz Getn) FMF
FPO San Francisco, Cuiiiersia 96602

R 0242- 67 1 ymwes
R Ty COPY# ié: of 245 COPZ: 9 July 1967

Frem: - Commanding Offlcer, Third Bottalicen, Flfth Mﬂrines .

Te:

Commanding General, First Marine D1v131on

Vias Commandine Offlcer, Fifth Morines

Subj: Comb~t After Actinn Renert

Ref: . 2,:) Divisien Order 3180.1

1,
2,
3.
L,
5

b) B5th M-rines Fr-p Order L45-67

Eacl: < Opercti:ns Descripticn

Code Name, Oper-ticn CALHOUN

Dzte of Operction. 250600H June 1967 to O11200H July 1967
Location. Quang Naﬁ Province, Republic'of Vietnam

Commond Headguarters, See Task Orpanization

Task Organizatlon

3rd Bn (=) (reln) Sth Marines LtCol G. B. WEBSTIR

HS Co (-) T
Dct, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar (In Tm)
Det, 1lst SP Bn (HST)
Dot, 1st Eng Bn

, Dct Hq Co, 5th M-r (Scovt-Snlper Tm)

" Co I (rein) - ..  Capt E, M, BURKE

Lo T
Det, HZS Co
Det Med Plat
Det 8lmm Mert PL-t (FO Tm)
Det Cemm P1~t (FAC Tm)-
Det Int Sect (Sco-ts »nd Chieu Hei) .
Det, th«r F, 2nd Bn, 11th Mr (FO Tm)
Dct 1st Eng.Bn .
Det 1st SP Bn (HST)
Det, Hq Co, Sth Mor (SCLut-Snlper Tm)
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Capt. H, D, PETTENGILL
. CoL ‘
Det, H&S Co ~

. Det, Med Plat ‘
‘Det, 8lmm Mort Plat. (FO Tm)
" Det, Comm Plat (FAC Tm)
Det, Int Sect (Scouts, Interpreter and Chieu Ho:\.)
© Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar (FO Tm)
‘Det, 1lst Eng Bn
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST)

. De'b, Hy Co,.Sth Mar (Sqout-Snlper Tn) -
3rd Plat, Co B, lot Fng By . ndlt J. B. MILIS -
2nd Plat, Co B, 1st SP Bn . ' 2ndLt Re G, WILMES
@ - , 1etLt R, W. BAXTIR. -
- Battalion Reserve ' ' ‘ "
CoK (-) (vein) . 2ndLt J. C. GRACID:
= s " Capt We Re PRRNEY
Co K (=) :
Det, H&S Co

Det, Med Plat
-Det, Blmm Mort Plat (FO Tm)
Det, Comm Plat. (FAC Tm) o
Det, Int Sect (Scouts and Kit Caraon Scout)
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Mar (FO Tm)
Det, 1st Eng Bn
Det;: 18t SP Bn (H’S‘I‘) ' ‘
. Det, Hq Co, Sth Mar (Scout-Sm.per Tm)

. 6. Supporti j_Fomes

" a.’ rtlllerl

RN During the course of Operation CALHOWN, the 3rd Ba.ttalion
5th Marines received artillery support fram one battery. -Battery Fy 2nd
Battalion, l1lth Marines was in direct support throughout the Operstion,
At no time during the courge of the 0perat1on was the Battal ion m:bhou‘b
artillery support. . :

(2) APtillery was used to prepare Battalion md Compay Objectives
-and routes of advance. Preparation fires wore effective and timelys’ Ct

.‘~j\.
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1) Operation CALHOUN took place inclusively from 25 June 1967
to 1 July 1967, There were no periods during the Operation where wenther
was a deterrent to utilization of close air support.

(2) Fixed wing support was used very lititle during the Opa-at,:.on
due to the lack of contact, One fixed wing air strike was run in support
of the 3rd Battallon, Sth Marines on 26 June 1967.

(3) Aa.rbome observers were utilized effectively durlng the
Operation for visual reccnnissance of ‘bhe operation area. -

(4) The AN/PRC=25 was used exclusively for commmications a.nd
proved to be a very reliable uniti

[ I‘ritelligenc

as The enemy forces anticipated on Operation CALHOUN were prima!ily
local force wnits with some possibility of finding elsments of 2nd NVA '
Division Bge. in the mountain area vicinity of BT Olj3, Mo other specific

gnemy units were identified as operating in the area though . increasing
act1v1ty had been noticed during the 1ast 30 day period. "

b. A small contact on the first day of the Operation resulted in the .

A_findmg of numerous documents, One military document mentioned the GK

32nd unit which is a recoilless rifle battalion and another named the 629t.h
wit, part of the 2nd NVA Division, which was working in the area., Later -
on that same day an underground hospital was found at BT 024L0O3. I% con-
sisted of ong main reom (4* X 5V'X 50*') and three: ¢thers measurng

5t X 5t X 15¢, There were twenty (20) beds found in the cave plus numer-
ous medical supplies, On 26 June 1967 a ].arge cave was found .at BT 01540h -
‘measuring L4' X 15% X 30!, Ten (10) wniforms were found inside and hidden ‘
near the mouth of the cave were 18-82mm mortar rounds and 20-75m recoil- i
less rifle rounds. Another cave was found on 27 June at BT 032378, It
gesgured 5' X 10' X 80" and contained twenty (20) beds, The villagers in

the area said the VC travelling through the area would often stop and use

it for a resting place, Hidden rice in large quantities was found in -
numerous hiding places as were items of -enemy uniforms and equipment., During
the Operation occasional sniper fire and some small scale probing were
encountered, * ’

. The objective area for the Operation was Base area 116; the 3/5
sector, moving NW out of Que Son (BT 033L), was the valley ard hill area
at BT 985355, then turning NE, the mountain area in the vicinity of BT 02l1.
In this area an arc. light str:.ke zone was examined and the arca was heavily
searched and patrolled, . The latter part of the Operation was spent
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reversing direction and sweepi'ng" the sa:- valley back into dense shrubs
and 20 foot canopy spread over the area, Mamy well used trails covered
the area, however very few civilians were encountered in ‘the operational
81‘831 i

- The few Vietnamese civilians that w‘ére seen and. questioned freely
vol\mteered information concerning VC movements in the area. DBecause of
the lack of people in the area civic action efforts were at a minimum,
Some psychological warfare was employed through the Battalion's Kit Carson
Scout and Chieu Hois who Spoke to the civilians and explalned the merits
of the GVN progranm, " ,

8. Miss:.on

- During the ocnduct of Operat:.on GALHOUN the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

was assigned the mission of thoroughly mnd methodical ly searching the assigned
objective area to 1ocate enemy persomnel, 1nstallat1ons s and supply and
equipment caches,

9, Concept of Operatlons

At 24,2300H June 1967, three Companies I, K (=) and L, and the Alpha
Cormand Grafp left the 1/5 Combat Base (BT 02h3h6) and ‘moved on foot along

the LOD (main trail running from AT 988360 to BT 026397) crossing it at
250600H June 1967, Patrol bases were subsquently established.in ass:\.gned

zone to facilitate accomplishment of the assigned mission.
10, Execution -

(1) At 24)1700H the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
received the 5th Marine's Operation Order for Operation CALHOUN, o

(2) At 242300H all units left the 1st . Battal ion, Sth Mar:.nes
Combat Base (BT 021;3).;6) and moved into position to cross the LOD at H-hour
(250600H).,, .

b. 25 Jime 1967 .
' (1) 4t 250155H Company I!s point encountered one VC on the trail .
o€ BT 00337h wearing a pack, The Marines fired at and killed the V0., While
searching the area noises were heard in the bushes, Marines fired into the
bushes and threw L grenades., A search of the area revealed two mors VC bodies,
two Chicom grenades, three packs, two cartridge belts, two carbine magaszines
and documents, Documents taken from one of the enemy dead mentioned the GK

32 and the 620th unit, The GK 32 was later found to be a weapons sub-unit
of the RQ 22nd Battalion wh:.ch is reported to have twelve 75mn recoilless

BN [T
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(2) At 250500H the lead elements arrived at the LOD (BT Uzesyaye - -

(3) At 250600H 1ead'e1ements crossed the LOD.

. (L) At 2509301'1 all units arrived at the following patrol base
positions and commenced patrolllng their assigned areas:

(a2) Commmd Group and Cpmpany K - BT 026408
(b) Company I , - BT 01740k
(¢) Compmyl - BT 025410

- (5) At 251130H Company I found 1000 pounds of rice in large
containers at BT 023395, Rice was burned,

(6) At 251330H Company I found an underground hospital cave
network at BT 014);03. The main cave measured L' X.5' X 50! and three
side rooms measured 5! X 5' X 15!, The hospital contaned 20 beds and
the following items: 8-80z powder bottles, 21 one quart uwrns of powder,
7 empty penecilin bottles, 5 gauze rolls, 5 medicine packets, 3 tubes .
of medicine and.l small powder can, The medicine was manufactured by
Vietnamese and French firms, The following items were also found in
the cave complex: 250 pounds of rice, 10 pairs of black PJs, one blue
_uniform, one gun.case for a caliber ,50 machinegun and 7 rounds of

. Chicom 7.62mm ammunition, A sample of each medicine was. forwardéd to

the S-2, 5th Marines and all other items were destroyed. The cave
camplex was ‘blown by the englneers the next day. :

(7) At 251L,00H company K found one hut (BT 030410) with no
people living in it.  The hut contained six bushels of rice, four ’
bushels of mushrooms, 15 pounds of salt, one half bushel of dried fruit,
one half bushel of tobacco, one quart of kerosene and one quart of .0il.
‘The contents were destroyed in the huts

(8) At 251830H»a message was received from a recon insert
- stating that they had spotted numerous people vicinity BT 0339 moving
wests No action taken because of inability to positively identify as
Ve, ‘ . : )
(9) At 251840H a message was reéceived from a recon insert
stating that they had spotted VC at BT. 043394 moving northeast and carrying
something that looked like a mortar. B8lmm mortar mission fired, Search
~ of area revealed negative .results, ‘ - '

R UGS SIFIED |
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(10) At nightfall all uwnits wer: located at their combat bases
as described earller. The 1imit of search for 25 June was as follows:

(a) Company I to BT 013LO9
(v) Compmy L to Bt 01915 -

(11) At 25235H Company I (BT 017h0l) spotted six to eight VG
approximately 50 meters in front of their perimeter, Marines opened
fire with approximately 150 rounds SA and 2 grenades, " VC returned
approximately 50 rounds automatic fire. The Marines heard moans from
the automatic weapons positions after the firing had ceased., The area
was searched at first light and two heavy blood trails were found,
Results were 2 VC KIA (probable).

(1). At first light all units initiated patrols in assigned
areas, '

(2) - At 260620H Company I (BT 018402) found a V(S male hiding
between some rocks in the vicinity of the previous nightts probe.
Found with him were B pounds of rice, three sets of Vietnamese clothing
made of parachute material, a cigarette 1:Lghter with a li03 insignia on
the side, a plastic tube of powder and some dried fruit., The VCS. was
forwarded to the Sth Marines. .

(3) At 260730H Company I found a 6l year old man hiding ina’-
cave at BT OL4LiOh4, With him were found | sets of black PJs, three bags
of rice and one bottle of liquid aspirin, The VCS was forwarded to the
Sth Marinese ' '

(4) Between 261000H and 261800H Con‘.pany L patrols located the
- following:

(a) 200 pounds of rice at BT 021408,

(b) VC rest area at BT 020L1h which contained old ecamou-
flage and the. remains of old cookmg fires, Rest area had not been used
for some't.me. . ‘

(c) 'Camp site at BT 023405 with hot. food smi on & small
fire,

(5} At 261130H Company I (BT osuhla) Spotted 6 Ve running down’
a trail (BT 038L12) 500 meters away. One VC was carrying.a BAR, another
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wag carxying a carbine, Company I opened fire with 100 rounds of SA, two
M=79 rounds and called"in an artillery mission and an air strike. - Conducted

a search of the area finding 500 pounds of rice, 1, bushels of potatoes,
an NVA swea’oshlrt, assorted docmnents, clothing, and medical supplies,

(6) it 2613h5H Company I's Ch:Leu Hoi found a large camouflaged
basket contain:.ng 600 pounds of rice at BT 017h0h. \

. (7) At 2617001-1 Company I found 2 cave at BT 015404, Cave was
Lt X 15¢ X 30° with five bamboo beds, six sets of black PJs, and four
khaki uniforms in i%. Outside the cave Company I found 18 -rounds of 32mm
mortar ammunition, (3 Chicom meke, the rest Russian), 20 rounds of 75mm
recoilless rifle ammunition with K3 marklngs on the projectile nose, one
very rusty pump shotgun, one pack, one gas mask, and assorted papers.
Four of the mortar rounds, one recoilless rifle round and 211 intelhgence
items were forwarded to the Sth Marines. The rest were destroyed.

(8) The ].mits of the day's search were as follows:
(a) Company I - BT 006403
(b) ‘Company K ~ BT MB
() c&mpmy L - BT 014421
de 27 June 1967

(1) At first iight all units initiated patrols 4o continue search
of assigned arcase

(2) At 270630H Company I moved it's patrol. base from BT OL7hOY of
assigned areas,

(3) At 270925H Company L found a small cave at BT 023408, It
contained 75 dishes, a few cooking pots, carpenter tools, many ekop stiocks
clothing and some papers, Samples of dll items were forwarded to 5th Marines;
the rest were destroyed. o

(L) At 271000H Company K found a twunnel entrance 15t underground,
The entrance was 4t X 51 X 50! md lead into a main room which measured
St X 10' X BO'. Inside were 20 beds, Company K's Kit Garson Scout
questioned the villagers learmng that 30 VG had stayed in the cave the
previous night and had headed south at 270600H, VC were armed with rifles,
carbines and Thompson SMGs, 2000 pounds of rice were found Just outside

the cave, The cave and rice were destroyed,
AT |
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(8) At 271105H Company L reachc:d ihs iimit of search on its route of
reconnaissance (route WIITER at B"‘ 017430) m.th negative results.

(6) At 271115H Company K (BT 032398) spotted six VC wearing black
and white PJs (BT 027397) running into a dirt cave or bunker, An artillery
mission was called on the enemy positlon. A search of the area was conducted
with negative results,

{7) At 271500H Company K (BT 038404) found two HLZs, each measuring
LO meters by LO meters covered with 6' tall helicopter punji sticks, No -
booby traps were fou.nd. All punji st:.cks were taken down and burned,

(8) At 2718!45!{ Compmy K (BT 026!408) spotted a colum of 12 Ve

, moving west into a treeline (BT 050395) where they were joining 7 more VC.
: . At least one VC had a weapon, Three artillery missions were cdlled in, .
4 company K OP“saw 6 VC being dragged away, fnother VC crawled out of
the bushes and collapsed, The artillery caused one large secondary
explosion, Results were 7 VC KI4 (probable).

(9) At nightfall aJ:Lum.ts were located as previously reported.

(10) it 272300H Company I (BT 015h08) spot‘bed 1 VC in black PJs
moving in the stream bed at BT 014407, ' Company I fired 20 rounds of SA
and two M=79 rounds, The area was searched with negative results.

Ce gByJu,ne 1967

(1) at ﬂ__rst light all units initiated patrols to éontinue search
of their assigned areas.

. - (2) ‘At 2B1025H Company L (BT 03420) received. approximately 50
rounds of autématic weapons fire from an estimated 2 VC (BT 031422)

wearing black PJs, Company L's Scout-Sniper returned one round and 1

VC fells Called in m artillery mission with excellent coverage of target.

Results were 1 VC KIA (confimed).

- {3) At 281400H Ccmpany -L;searched three villages at the following
coordinates: Bt 046419, BT 04413, and BT 0L2413., In each, approximately
20 women and children and no men were found. The women stated that the
men had left three days ago. Found ten VC gas masks, 1000 pounds of rice
~eand some VC papers.  The huts 4n which the above were found were burned
and four secondary: e:cplosiona acewred, Papers -and gas maaks were for-
warded to the Sth Mar:mes. "

(k) 4t nightfall &1 unit CPs were located a8 previously repor‘bed.

The limits of search' for 28 June were as ’i'ollows" o .
ULLLSSIFIED
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(4) Gompany T.< BT 00218

g '.«(‘b) Company K = BT 022396

(c) Compamf L = BT olish16

This completed the search miss:.on of .routes of reconnaissance FALL and
. WINTER plus thorough coverage of the area to the east. .

(1) At 290730H 21l wnits departed their patrol bases to conduct.
E&D -operations enroute to the consol:.dation point at BT 022395. ;

{2) At 201100}1 &l) units arnved at the conso].idat.ion point-

(3) At 291330H all units moved out from the consolidation po:lnt
to conduet S&D operat:.ons enrouté to the lst Battalion, Sth Marines! Combat
. Baseo .

(L) At 291700H al) units arrived at the 1at Battalion, Sth Mgrines'
Combat Base; and established the i‘ollowing posn.t:.ons

(a) Gommand Growp - BT 023346
_y (b) Company 1. - . BT 0213&5
(6) Company K = BT 023315
..(d) Company L = BT 0213L7
(o) Company M ~ BT 025348
g .30 June 1967 |

(1) All units conducted limited patrolhng to secure the. local
areay ,

" {2) A% mightfall A1 white were located as previousiy reported,
Be 1 July 1967

(1) " A1X units conducted. limited patrolling to maintain aecurity
of the local area,
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( 2’) At 010730H Company M hc:: tod to Thang Binh (BT 165413)

to provide security for Battery F, 2nd e JL,,._on, 1lth Marinea. Sth
A 4Mannea assumed OPCON of Company M,

( 3) ‘At 010830H Company K was heli-lifted to mn #39 (BT 226320)
to provide security for the 5th Marines CP and a detachment of the 9th
" Engineer- Battalion repa:.r:.ng Highway #l. 5th Marines assunied. OPCON of
Company Ka "

(h) At 01)200H Operation CALHOUN WAS secured.

II. Reslﬂ.w

)

._,,_.;a-.f nner_nz e
(1) Tha following is an aesessment of Ve personnel casualties
. inﬂictedt y o
(a) VG KIA (confimed) -l
(b) Ve KIA'(vprobable) ‘=10
(e) Ves -3

. (2) The following is a compllatlon of - enemy equipment and material
captured or destroyed. ‘

(a) Shotgun (captured) | -1
(®) 75mn RR rownds o -.20'
(¢) 82mm mortar rounds i - 18
® , (d) ' Rounds' of small ams ammunition - (-
| ".(e) Medical supplies o R 1bs
(£) Documents | o I e
(g) Rice ‘ o ~ b;lis2 1bs
b, Friend];y | ' | | |

. No combat casualties_were sustained throughout the Oparation,

12, Administration

a'.‘; Resugglz |
(L) Reaupplv was acoomlished from the Logi.stieal Support Area
at Tam Ky, ‘

10
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. ‘factor. ’
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7(2) Normal resupply was accomplished every other day. Emergency
ruupply was accomphshed when requested,

B ¢ 3) The }ET net was used as a 1og15tical, adnﬂ.nistrative and
helicopter control net,

R (h) Avallabili‘by of helicopters was a controlling factor but

. overall support was excellent. | .

Ma:l.ntenance. Maintenanca of equipnent was a.ccqmplished in the field
where poss:.sle. Repla.cement of defectlve equipment was accomplished through
the LSA. - . :

.

iy e Treatment of casualties, evacustion and hoepitalization

Mo minimim of timey - -*Again, avallabillty of hehcopters was a determm.ng

(2) Evacuees -were " removed expediently from the field and emel-
lent care was recelved throughout the evacuation chan,

L d. Tramport.ation. No problems were encountered with transportation.
Replacement and special supplies were transported by truck to the LSA.

- A1Y resupplies and replacements were delivered 'bo the field by helicopter

£rom the LSA.
é. Communications
(1) The AN/PRC.25 is outstanding FM radio equipment, Except for

the AN/PRC-L1 used by the ALO and FAC teams, battalion commmications were
accomplished with the AN/PRC-ZS . . :

{2) ° ‘me RC- 292 , less AB-125, was used in poor terrain to extend

the range and power of t.he AN/PRC-25, It proved to be quite adequate,

: f; " Medical EVacuation

(1) T‘o%al numer of medical evacuces = T

(2)‘ Killed in Actim L -0

(3) fWounded 1 Action T T -0

(L) Wounded in Action nonmévac - o
. (5} Non_-Cénlbat deaths ; . -0

~

-

— . -

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

a. ‘Scout sniper teams ‘again proved to be a valuable asset. when used

" to'engage the eremy. at long ranges. :

; The Kit Carson Scouts was most effective in finding idden V¢

' antﬁunition, rice, and equipment during this Operation, Their knowledge

of VC methods and cache marking:were invaluable in uncovering concealed

‘ positions.

o ee e shaped charge is not as effective in blowing cave comple:nss

'as' is the cratering charge 3 both were used during the Operation,

ﬂ?. .Comman derfs ‘Ana _ys] is, Operation CALHOWN. was relatively successful

in finding & variety of small hidden Viet Cong hevens md caches. Enough
time was given to accomplish a detailed search and destroy mission and the -

resulta ‘evidenced this time allowance, All of- the searching was tedious
and executed under very hot climatic conditions and in “rugged terrain,
Base arca. 216 (3/5 sector) did not produce any large enemy findings and

© _an obvious lack of enemy troop activity was evident throughout this
_ Operation which may have -been the result of a previoua week!s Operation
« through the same vicinity, Most of the findings were at_the lower .=
mountain levels,’ predominantly in ravines and gulleys,. Rice growing in
" the ‘area was located at high- elevations, terraced and woll cultivated

indicating probable ‘cultivation by local VC, . The mission given was accome

. " plished and effective denial of harboring sites in the area.of operat ions
_ was ~ccomplished as well as destruction of moderate quantities of enemy

ammunition, food, and equipment.

‘ 15- ‘Re¢ommendations. That ‘this type Operation be instituted following
.a faet pursuit or sweep type operation through areas where large enemy

emplacements. and eaches are known to. exist and where deliberate searcbes

e, /:z&:

GBWEBSTER

‘have hitherto been uni‘easible.
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Qgeratlon Descrlptlon fox ion CAZHOIB\T

1, The concept of Operat jon CALHOW was for the 3rd. Battalion, Sth
Marines to establish a series of company patrol bases and then thoroughly

- search out two routes of reconnaissancmpamed FALL and WINTER, FALL extend=

ed from BT 023h10 up the draw to the North and then along the trail to
‘BT 005h26. Wmt.er extended from BT 005426 SE to BT 021403,

2. The 1st Battalion, Sth Marines was operating tc the Southwest of
o 8 linexextend _?é from BT 011398 to AT 987418, The 1st AIVN Rangers were
*-‘ope,ratinggl e valley in the vicinity of AT 910380, ﬁa 2nd Battalion,
éth*Merme% a8 3perat.g.ng to.the Northwest over the mountain range.
Elements ‘of the 15t and'fg 7th Marines were. operating to the North across.

" the mountains,’ THEFSLF (2nd Bn, 3rd Mar:mes) was opersting to the .

‘Northeaste,

3. The mission for WINTER was accomplished a day early. Permission
was requested and granted to conduct S&D operations to the east of WINTER
to and including the valley in the vicinity of BT oh8L1S.

h. While FALL and WINTER were being thoroughly sea.rched, a company V=)
was dispatched each day to conduct S&D operations between the 410 E-W grid
. line and the 395 E«W grid line and between the 020 and 050 NS gr:.d lines,

Se Operation CALHOUN was desa.gned to reconnoiter and wcover Viet .
Cong. arms and supply caches in the area known as Base area 116,  In this
respect, operations of this Command within assigned zone were successfuls

| ENCLOSURE (1)
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
1st Harine Division {(Rein) PMF
7P San Frencisce, California 96602

3/85P/dab
e
31 July

Froms Cemmanding Officer
Tot ., Comuanding Officer, Sth Morines {(Attn: 8«3)

Subjt Cperetional Swuiary (Perisd 25-26 July 1967)

Ref: (2) 5th Marines Frag Order 14=67

Encl: (1) Operstions Overlay S N ,

1. Beckground. This Battalien received referecs (a) en 2 July 1967
assigning it the mission of conducting a joint USMC/VN Regicnal Force
cerden and sweep, limited ebjective operation on the Phuec Am/Tra Dea
Hamlet/market cemplex (grid squares BT 2143,21hli,2213,224li)5 dime frame
was approximately L8 heurs.

2, Seguence of Evenis

a, 242400H « Companies I and 1, a platesn of tanks, end the Battaljon
CP g#onp departed Hill 63 Combat Base and moved to LOD on Highwsy 1. Ne
enemy contaet was made enroute, ‘

by 25020CH » Company I, arrived at jump-eff point on LOD and held position,
(BT 166433)

¢. 2503008 - Company I, CP and tanks arrived at Thang Binh jump-eff
point (BT 176419}, BRegienal Porce troops were met and joined, Regienal
FPorces and 1 platoen of Company I meved south to their jump-eff peint on
18D (8T 150399).

d. 2505008 ~ (H-Hour) A1l units cressed LOD attacking generally east
toward objective area.

o, 250630H = Company C = 1/5 was heli«lifted into ebjsctive area (BT 23hl)
te begin its sweep.

£, 25070GH = Cempany I (.) emd the Alpha Command Greup resched their
position at BT 20hk3L. One platoen of Company I wps wrking jointly with
2 platoens of HF's, assumed blecking pesition at BT 268l Jo.northeast to
" 212435, Company 1 moved east acress the high dike and heavy hsdg
area (B 184l and 194h4). .

e
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© . ge 2508008 - Company L at BT 186LL pioked up a VR male with an ID caxd,
. The detainee infervied Company L he saw two VG squads pass through the area
at daybreak, They were moving cast.

‘h, 26082 = Company L made contact with an estimated 50 o 100 man VC
wmit Just esst of their last position, The Company mansuvered well wntill
engaged by heavy autematic wespon fire, An A0 was on stetion and aswmisted
by celling in air strikes conbinueusly fer thirty (36) minutes, The VC broke
contaet and fled in an e.sterly direction, Observation by an 40 indicted ’
they were carrking and dr ng bedles, No assessment of damage or casualiles
wore made zt thet time. A limited secarch of the arsa wasoemnducted by
Company L and heavy bleed tralls énd cne wounded VG, whe l:ter was
nedevacied, was found in the area, The remsinder of the day Companies L sand C
continued to search hamlets in their assigned aress, The results fellew in
the intelligence suumary,

. i, 251900H - Company I wss jJoined by their third pjatoon and the FF's
in setting uwp 2 night perineter defonse for the (P and tanks at BT 206432,
Company L set in their night pesition at BT 203438 and Cempany C1/5 set in
at BT Lhl. 211 mits conducted lecal security patrels during the night,
Enemy contact was negligible except for occassional sniper rownds.

Jo 2608308 o Compenies L and C Jumped off onve search and destroy mission
norbheast to BT 205455 then tumed and swept west towwbe l. An AQ on station
in the area, called in an air strike on a position at 2034Sh. Cempany C

- swept the area and found one VC body, many pleces bloodeseaked clothing and
bleod brails iseding from the area, Also captured at this time was one (1)
Mw60 machine-gun with 40O rounds of linked 7,62 asmunitien, one (1) M«16
rifle with two magazines of 20 roumds ezch of 5,56 amuunitisn, and a damaged
firsteald stretcher,

k. 26083CH - Compsny C sncountered twe VC filling canteens at 2 water
hole, when they challenged two mere run across a rice-paddy dike, they
challenged then opened fire killing oms (1) VC confimmed and thres (3)
prebable. They captured two G5 grenades, Details to follow on intelligence
SWERETY ¢ . .

1., 2608308 « The CP, Company I, tanks and the RF'm after waiting for
Companies 1. and ¢ to make thelr tum toward Highway 1 moved west from
their position dewn the main accdss read to Thang Binh, After releasing the
RF's the column continued inte the combat base opn Hill 63, .

m, 2615000 - Company C was helislifted to Que Son and LPCON returned -
to the lst Battalion, Sth Marines, :
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eration "No Name I resilted in 11 VC KIA (confimmed), 29 VG KIA

Op
(probable}, 11 detainees and 2 weapsns capiured, one s M-§0 ING and ene .* - . ...

(1) ¥-16 rifls, bath were in operable sonditien,

By the tactics empleyed against us, that of, hit and run by small wnits,
sniper fire, and the amall unit sightings, it is quite evident that the
wnits engaged were Main and lecal Force YC a8 opposed to regular NVA units,

The srea eoversd revealed the pacple to be very hostile to Marine units,
There was no eceperation, and a general harboring of 21l infermation
concerning V0 activities, -

Aerial observation, retary and fixed wing support for the operation were
excellent, Al) air sirikes were controlled by a tactical alr contmller
{eisberne). Fixed wing suppert commenced at 250615H with a bembing prep
of gzggam adjacent to the LZ prier to the heli~borme operation at BT
2321438, o

Close air and direct air support missions were flown in support of the
operstien on both 25 and 26 July. AO suppert was outstanding in aerial
obgervatien and air strike contrel. - ' '

 Foxtroi Battery (2/11) was in direct suppert of the speration and firved
beth ebserved and umebserved fires. An artillery prep was fired in supporzt
of the heli~-borfie landing on the morning of 26 July, There was excellent
target coverage, ' ’

The primary means of communication was the AN/PRC~25 and once again it
proved to be highly effective end praiseworthys The AN/PRC/AL was of very
little use due to faulty batteries, this coupled with the heavy FM treffic
resulted in sn inability t¢ ebtain proper bomb demage asasgsment,

S

he AMALYSIS, wWhile ne real VG traffic was uncovered in the ebjective ares,
the eperalion did provide an axcellent area recommaisance for the Battalion,

It aceomplished some destructien of local enemles, and gave new mmit leaders
sxperience in unit manuevers and tank-infantry coordinatien, The night
movenent went smoothly and the ebjective area was well covered by sweep forces,

B. S, PIPER Jr,
By direction
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 96602

. ¢ 3/PES/tfs
o : 321

31 July 1967

Trom: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, Sth Marines (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Operational Summary (Period 29-30 July 1967)

Ref: (a) 5th Marines Frag Order 54=-67

Encl: (1) Operations Overlay

1. Background. Reference (a) was received on 28 July 1967 assigning a Battalion
(=) combat patrol/escort mission to deliver 2 self propelled 155 guns and one
bulldozer at the lst Battalion, 5th Marines combat base at Que Son; time frame
was approximately 36 hours,

2. Sequence of Events

a. 290L4U0 - Companies I and L, a security platoon from K, and the Battalion
CP group with 2 SP 155 guns and bulldozer from 2/11 departed Hill 63 combat base
and moved by road to the 1L.OD. No enemy contact was made enroute,

b. 290600 = Lead elements crossed LOD.

Ce 2906L5 - Company I observed a force of 50 VC with weapons and packs
moving in ecelwm in grid square 0942 towards the NW, Artillery mission was

.called in by AO0 on station. Company 1 secured objective A,

d. 290730 = Company L secured objective LA. No enemy contact encountered.

ee 290800 = CP crossed checkpoint 1,

f. 290830 = GP crossed checkpoint 2,

Z2e 290930 - Company L secured objective LC, CP crossed checkpoint L.

he 291105 - GP reached checkpoint 5, Company L secured objective LD.
Company 1 secured objectave IC,

PI

. Enii in apix {87
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) i, 291200H - Company I secured objective ID. CP crossed checkpoint 6,
Je 291215H - Ehgineers blew a 105 did at BT 082390,

k. 291L00H - CP crossed checkpoint 7. Column stopped in hamlet at BT
06L366 to care for 3 minor heat cases. A small MED-CAP program of treating
minor injuries and sores was held.

1. 291110H - Company L received 20 rounds sniper fire from VC w/grey
uniform and carbine. Retumed 60 rounds S/A and M-6U rounds.

m. 291700H -~ CP and Cogjpanies I and L set up a night patrol base camp
at BT 047338, Local ambush and security patwols were conducted in coordination
. with 1st Battalion, 5th Marines,

n. 30060CH - Gommenced heli-1ift to Hill #63. Heli-lift completed at
3011L5H.

3. SUMARY

3/5 (~) (Rein) left Hill 63 and crossed the LOD at 29060CH to escort tw
155SP Howitzers to Que Son dlso one bulldozer. FEnemy contact was limited to
one sighting of 50 VC. AQ called an artillery mission. Company I searched
the area and found 5 VC KIA (confimmed) and 5 VC KIA (probable) based upon
the blood trails and drag marks leading from the area,

The remander of the contact was sniper fire., Company L had two VC
confirmed XKIA who snlped at the company. They were k:.lied by 3.5 rocket fire,
They were dressed in black PJ's and also found near the bodies were two 1-26
grenades and the empty cartridge cases from 5 cal:l.ber «30 rounds.

. At 291700H after delivering the SP's and dozer to Que Son, the 3/5 Cp,
Company I and L plus attachments set up a patrol base camp at BT uU47338,

The 3/5 (-} (Rein) heli-lifted from Que Son to Hill 63 commencing 301030H,
the last chopper set down at 3UL130CH.

It is of interest that moving down the main :access road between Hill 63
and Que Son, the column encountered twenty sets of vehicle traps. Most
consisted of 8 railroad ties buried perpendicular in the road bed about six
feet deep; there were ditches intersecting the road approximately six feet
deep and six to eight feet wide, These traps created no particular problem
since they were easy to bypass or bulldoze for easy passage. It will be
considerably more difficult to traverse this same road in the monsen season.

Total enemy casualities = 7 VC KIA (confimed}, 5 VC KIA (probable).
Engineers blew a 500Lb bemb and a 105 Howitzer round, both duds were very close
to the road but neither was booby trapped.

L. ANALYSIS. HMission Accomplished.

‘ E. S. PIPER, JI‘.
By direction
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