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Fr(m: Cunlm,:mding orf1cer, Third Bnttolion, Fifth }i1-:-rines 
To: Commanding .General,. First M~rine Division 
Vi:;! t CotnnlC!:'l.dinl'C Officer, Fifth M:1rines 

Sub:j: Comb"t After Action Repn't 

Ref: (~) Div:l.si!'n Order 3480.1 
(b) 5th M"rin6S Fr-~ Order 45-67 

Ene1: '". Oper~ti,ns Descriptirn 

1. Code Nome. Oper"ticn CALHOUN 

3!CBW/plb' 
3121 
9 July 1967 

2. Dde of Oper::tion. 25060oH June 1967 to Ol1200H July 1967 

3. Location. Quang Nam Provinee, Republic of Vietnam . 
4. Co~nd Headquarters. See Task Orgnnizotion 

5. Tesk Org'-lnizat;Lon 

3rd En (-) (rein), 5th M3rines LtCol a. B. \VEBBTER 

H&S Co (-) . 
Dot, Btry F, 2nd Bn, llth M:lr (Ln TIn) 
Dot, 1st SP Bn (EST) 
Dot; 1st Eng Bn . 
Dot, Hq Ce, 5th M~r (ScQut-5niper Tm) 

, Co I (rein) 

,-09 I 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, Ned Pl~t 
Det, 81mm Mcrt Pl~t (FO Tm) 
Det, Ccmm Pl~t (FAC Tm)· 
Det, rnt Sect (Scc-"ts <Iud Chieu Hci) 

Det, Btx:r F, 2nd Bn, 11th 11'r (FO Tm) 
Det; 1st Eng.Bn '. . 
Det, 1st SP En (BST) 
Det, Hq Go, 5th M·Jr (Sccut-Sniper Tm) 
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Capt. H. D. PETTENGJ;LL 

Co L 
Det, H&S Co 

Det, Hed Plat '.- . 
'Det, 8lntm. Mort Plat· (FO TIll) , 
Det, Comm Plat (FAC Tm)' . 
Det,' Int Sect (Scouts,' Interpreter and Chieu Hoi). 

Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th lvIar (FO Tm) . 
Det" 1st FJng.En , 
Det; ,1st SP Bn (HST) . " .. Det, fig Co, .. 5th Mar (S .... out-Bniper TIn) 

'. 

Jrd Platt·,Co :8, 1st Eng Bn 

2nd Plat, Co B, lstSP an 

Battalio.n Reserve 

Co lC (-) (rein) 

00 K (~) 
Det, H&S Co 

'. 

2ndLt J. B.' M!LLS 

2ndL t R_ G ~ WlUlllS 
19tLt li. vI. BAXTER, 

. 2ndLt J.C. GRA.CIn.'l. 
Capt W. R. 1JUm 

Det, MedPlat . , 
. Det, 6l.mm Mort Plat (FO Tm) , 
Det,Comm. Plat (FAe 'I'm) . . • 
Det,Int SeQt (Scouts and Kit Carson Scout) 

Det,Btry F I 2nd Bn, llthl1ar (FO Tm) 
Det; 1st Eng Bn , , ' 
Detj,.lst SP Bn (HST) .-

. Det, Hq Co, 5th Mat' (Scout-Sniper ,Tm) 

e 6. Supporting 'Forces 

a. ' Artillerr ," 

, ,: (1) During the co~se or Operation CALHO~I" the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines receJ.V'ed artillery support from one battery. Battery- F, 2nd 
Battalion, .llth Marines was in direct support throughout the Operat.ion. 
At no time during the' course of the Operation was the Battalion Without 
artillery support. ' 

(2') Ai'tillerY was used to prepare Ba;ttalion, md Comp81Y Objectives 
,and routes of advance.Pro~ration fires wore· effective and timely.' .. .. . . 
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. b·Air. 

(1) Operatioh CALHOUN· took place inclusively fran 2, June 1967 
to 1 July 1961, There were no periods during the Operation where ~ather 
was a deterrent to utilizationot close air support •. 

. (2) Fixed wing support was used very lit~le during the Operation 
due t.o the l.~ck of contact~ One fixed wing air str5.ke was run in support 
of the )id Battalion" 5th Marines on 26 June 1967. 

(3) Airbome ob,servers were utilized ei'fectiveiy during the 
Opera.tion. for visu~l :reccnnissance of the operation area~ :. 

(4) T~ AN/PRC .. 2' was used exclusively for communications .and 
proved to be a very reliable unit. 

7, lriielli~ence 

a. The enemy forces anticipated on Operation CALHOUN were prima~lY 
local force units with some possibility of finding' elements of 2nd NVlJ\ 
Division ,Efq8. in the mountain area vicinity of Br 0143. ,no other specific 
enemy.units were identified as operating in the area though.incr~asing 
activity had been noticed during the last ,0 day period. 

. "~. \. 
. b •. A small contact on' the first day of the Operation resulted in t~e ::, 

·firiding of"numerous documents. One military document mentioned the GK'; 
32nd unit which isa recoilless rifle ba.ttalion and another named the 6~h 
unit, part of the 2nd INA Division, which ~-m.s working in the area. Later' 
on that same day an underrround hospital was found at BT 024hO~. It con­
sisted of oneml;J.C1 ~rm (4' 'X ,"X sot) and three, ethers maa:mn.ng. 
Sf X 5' Xl,'. '!bere were twenty (20) beds found in the cave plus numer­
ous medical sUpplies • On 26 June 1967 a large cave was found ·at . BT 015404 

. measuring 4.' X I>' X 30t. Ten (10) uniforms were found inside and hidden 
near the mouth of the cave' were 18-62mm mortar rounds and 20-7,m recoil- ~t. 
less rifle rounds. Another cave was i'o'und on 27 JUhe at BT. 032378. It, 
~d " X 10"X 80" and contained twenty (20) beds. The village;rs in 
the area said the VC travelling through the area would often stop end use 
it for a resting place •. Hidden rice in large quantities was found in 
nwrieMus hidiilg places as were items of.enemy uniforms and equipment •. During 
the Operation occasional sniper fire and some small scale probing were 
encountered. . . 

6 •. The objective area for the Operation was Base area 116; the)/, 
sector,. moving NW outo! Qua Son (m 0334), was the valley atd hill area 
at BT 985355, th~n turning NE, the mountain area in the Vicinity of BT 0241. 
In this area an arc light strike' zone was examined and the area was heavily 
searched and patrolled. . The latter part of the Operation was spept 
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reversing direction and sweeping the S[l~(.', vtJ.:.ey back into dense shrubs 
and 20 foot canopy spread over the area. N.:my well used trails ' covered 
the area, however very few civilians were encountered in the operational. 
area'. 

d. ' The few Vietnamese civilians tM.t, were seen and questioned freely 
volunteered information concerningVCmovements in the area. Because of 
the lack of people in the area civic action efforts were a.t a minimum. ' 
Some psychological warfare was employed through the Battalion's Kit ,Carson 
Scout andChieu Hois who spoke to the civilians and eXp1.ained the merits 
of the GVN program.' , 

6. Mission 

During the ocnduct of Operation CALHOUN, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
was assigned the mission of thoroughly at d methodical 1y searching the assigned 
objective area to,~o~ate enemy personnel,. installations J and supply and 
equipment caches. , 

9. Concept of Operations 

At 242300H June 1961, three Companies I , K (-) and t" and the Alpha 
Command Gro.t); left the i/5 Combat ,Base (BT (24346) and moved o,n foot along 
the LOD ($am trail running from AT 98836Q to BT 026397) cross'ing it at 
250600H June 1967. Patrol bases were subsquently established,in assigned 
zone to facilitate accomplishment of the assigned mission. 

10. Execution 

a. 24 June 1967 

(1) At 241700H the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
received the ,th Marine's Operation Order for Operation CALHOUN. 

(2) At 242300H all units left t~e 1st Battalion, '5th Marines 
Combat Base (BT 024346) and moved into position to cross the tOD at H-hour 
(250600H)., 

b. 2S J,me 1967, 

(1) At 250l55H Company I~s point encountered ane va on the trail 
a( BT 003374 wearing a pack. The Marines!'ired at and killed the VC. While 
searching the area noises were heard in the bushes.. Marines fired into the 
bushes and threw 4 grenades. A search of the area reV;ealed two more VC bodies, 
two Chicom grenades, three packs, two cartridge belts, two carbine nk~gazines 
and documents. Documents taken fram one of the enemy dead mentioned the GK 
32 and the 620thuni t. The GK 32 was later found to be a weapons sub-unit 
of the RQ 22nd Battalion which is reported to hav-e twelve7Smm recoilless 
rifles as part of its armrunent. ' 

4 

tf... , 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
3121 
9 July 1967 

(2) At, 250500H the lead elements arrived at the LOD (:aT cra,~,}. 

(3) At 250600H lead elements crossed the LOD. 

,(4) At 250930H all,units arrived at the following patrol base 
positions and ~ommenced patrolling their assigned areas:' 

(a) COlllIllmd Group and Company K - BT 026408 

( b) Company I - BT 017404 

(c) Compcny L -·m 025410 

(5) At 25l130H Company I found 1000 pounds of rice in large 
containers at BT 023395~' Rice was burned. 

(6) At 251330H Company I found an underground hospitBl cave 
network at BT 0lll403. The main cave measured 4' x,5' X 50' :and three 
side rooms measured " X " X 15 •• The hospital contaned 20 beds and 
the following items: 8-8oz powder bottles, 21 one quart url'lS of powder, 
1 empty penecilin bottles, 5 gauze rolls, 5 medicine packets, 3 tubes 
of medicine and.l small powder can. The medicine was manufactured by 
Vietnamese md French fims. The following items were also found in 
the cave c~mplex: 250 pounds of rice, 10 pairs of black PJs, one blue 

. uniform, . one gun.case for a caliber ~50 machinegun and 1 rounds of 
Chicom 7.62mmalllI1l1mition. A sample of each medicine ~aa. forwarded to 
the 5-2, 5th Marines and all other items were destroyed. The cave 
complex was 'blown by the engineers the next day. 

>' (1)'At 251400H Comp~ny K found one hut (:sr. 0.304~0) with no 
people livitig in it. The hut contained six bushels of rice, four 
bushels of mushrooms, 15 pounds of salt, .one half bushel of dried fruit, 
one half bushel of tobacco, one quart of kerosene and one quart of oil. 
'The contents were ·destroyed in the hut, 

(8) At 2~1830H a message was received from a recon insert 
stating that they had spotted numerous people' Vicinity BT 0.339 moving 
west. No action taken beca~e of inability to positively identify as 
ve. 

(9) At 251840H a message was received from a recon insert 
stating that they had spotted VC at' BT. 043394 l11ovingnorthoast arid carrying 
something that looked like a mortar. 8lmmmortar mission fired~ Search 
of area revealed negative resUlts. . 

·lng_$~W~[[o) I 
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(10) At nightfall all units we::;',:; 11lc:J.ted at their combat bases 
as described earlier. The limit of search for 2, June was as follows: 

(a) Company I to BT 013409 

(b) Compmy L to Bt 019415 

(11) At 252J5H Company I (BT 017404) spotted six weight va 
approximately 50 meters in front of their perimeter. Marines opened 
fire with approximately 1$0 rounds SA and 2 grenades ... va returned 
approximately 50 rounds automatic fire. The Marines heard moans from 
the automatic weapons pOSitions after the firing had. ceased. The area. 
was searched at first light and two heavy blood trails were found. 
Results were 2 VC KIA (probable)., 

e c. 26 JURe. 1967 

(l) At first light all \lnits initiated patrols in assigned 
areas. 

(2) , At 260620H Company I (BT 018402) fOW'ld a v~ male biding 
between some rocks in the'vicinity of the previous night's probe. 
Found with him were 8 pounds of rice, three sets of Vietnamese clothing 
made of parachute material, a Cigarette lighter with a 40) insignia on 
the side, a plastic tube of powder and some dried fruit. ':the vas was 
forwarded to the 5th Marines. . 

(3) At 2607JOH Compw.y I foUnd a 64 year old man hiding in a '. 
cave a.t BT 014404. Wi th him were found 4 sets of black PJs, three bags 
of rice and one bottle of l~quid aspirin~ The VCS was forwarded to the 
Sth Marines. 

{4} Between 261000H and 261BooH C~yan,. L patrols loca.ted the 
" following: 

(a) 200 pounds of rice at BT 021408, 

(b) VC rest area at BT 020414 which contained old camou­
flage and the remains of old cooking fires, Rest area had not been used 
for sometime, ' 

(c) 'Camp site at BT 02340, withhot~ood stili on a small 
fire. 

(5} At 2611)OH Company I (BT 034413) spotted 6 VC runnillg dom 
a trail (m 038412),00 meters away. One VC was earrying .. a BAR, another 
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was C31':ry.ing a carbine.. Company I opened fire with 100 rounds or SA, two 
M-19 rounds and cailed"in an artillery mission ::md an air strike •. Condu~ted 
a search of the area'findlng500 pounds of rice, 4 bushels of pota.toes, 
an l-lVA swea.tshirt, assorted documents, clothing, and medical supplies. 

(6) '. kt261.345HCompany I's Chiau Hoi found a large camouflaged 
basket cont.aining 600' pounds of rice atBT 011404 •. 

(7)' At 261700H Compmy I found a oa~e at. BT 015404. Cave was 
41, X 15 t X 30r with five b~boo beds, six sets of black PJs, and four 
khi~ unifor.m~ in it. Outside the cave Company I found 18-rounds of 82mm 
mbrtar _'imition,(J Chicommake, the rest Russian), 20 rounds of 15mm 
recoilles.s'rifle ammunition with K.3 marldngs on the projectile nose, one 
very rUB_ty pump shotgUJlc; one pack, one gaS mask, and assorted papers. 
Four of the morta.rl'9Unds ,one recoilless rifle round and all intelligence 
items were forwarded to, the 5th Marines.' The rest were des.troyed. 

(8) The limits of the day's search were as follows: 

(a) Company I ~ :aT 006403 

(b) Company K... BT 044413 

(0) COnipsny L - BT 014421 

d~ 27 June 1967 

(l) At first light a~l units initiated patrols to continue search 
of assigned areas. 

(2) At 2706)OH Comp.ap.y I moved it's patrol base from BT CTl7~04 ot 
assigned areaS. . 

() At 27092,H Company L fO~9 a small cave at BT 023408. It 
contained 75 dishes, a few cooking pots, carpenter tools, .many chop a.t1cks 
clothing anq some papers. Samples of all items were forwarded to 5th Marint'ls; 
the rest were des'troyed. 

(~) At 27100PH Compmy K found a tunnel entrance l,t underground. 
The entrance was' 41 X ,I X ,0' and lead into a main room whioh measured 
St X 10. X 80'. Inside were 20 beds. Company Kis Kit Carson Scout 
questioned the villagers learning that 30 VC had' stayed in the cave the 
p~vious night and had headed south at 270600H. VC were anned with rifles, 
oarbines and Thompson SMOs. 2000 pounds or rice were found just outside 
th~ cave. The cave and rice were destroyed. 
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(S) At 27110;HCompany L reached -:~';-';:iLimit of search on its route of 
reconnaissance (rqute WInTER at BT 017430) with negative results. . 

(6) At 211ll5H Company K (~ 032398) spotted six VC Wearing black 
and white PJs (BT 027397) running into a dirt cave or bunker. An artillery 
mission .was called on the enemy position. A senrch of the area was conducted 
with negative results. . 

(7) At 271,OOH Company K (m 038404) found two HLZs, ench measuring 
40 Meters by 40 meters covered with 61 tall helicopter punji sticks. No 
booby traps were found. All punji stic~s were taken doWn and burned. 

(8) At 271B4,H Compmy K {BT 026408) spotted a column of 12 VC . 
moving wes:,t :into a treeline (m 050395) where they were joining 7 more ve. 
At least ot)eYC ha.d a. weapon. Three artillery missions were called in •. 
A company K OP'saw 6 VC being dragg~daway. Another VC crawled out of . 
the bushes and collapsed. . The artillery caused one large secondary 
explosion. Results were 7 VC KIA. (probnble). 

(9 ) At nightfall an units were located as previously reported. 

(io) . At 272300H Company I (BT 015408) spotted 1 VC in black PJs 
moving in the stream. bed at BT 014407. '. C6mpmy I fired 20 rounds of SA 
and two M-79 rounds. The area was sea-rched with negative results •. 

c.28 June 1967 
, . 

(1) At first light all units initiated patrols to continue search 
of their ~ssigned areas. 

(2) 'At 28l025H Company L (BT 034420) !'eoeived npproximately ;0 
rounds of automatic weapons fire from an estimated 2 VC (BT031422) 
wearing blackPJs. Company tIs Scout-Sniper returned one round md 1 
VCfel1.. Called in In artillery mssian with exce1.1ent coverage of target. 
Results were 1 VC KIA (confil1lled). 

(3) . At 281400H Company L : searched three villages at the following 
coordinates:Bt 046419, BT 04413, andBT 042413. In each, approximo,telY' 
20 wl')~n arid children and no men were found. The women stated th.1t the 
men had lett three days ago. Found ten VC gas masks ,1000 pounds of rice 
and Bome ve papers •. The huts in which the above were found were burned 
and 'four seco~aal'Y' explosions fl.cc~'rred. Papers and gas masks were for-
warded to th~ 5th Marines.' . . 

(4) At nightfall all unit CPs were located as previously reported. 
The limits o~ searCh for 28 June were as tollows: 
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: 

(a) Company i- ..: BT 002418' 

," ,(b) .Company, K .. BT022396 

.(0): Company L ... DT 04941~ 

Tn1s. comP.tete.d the 'search mission of .routes· of ree~nnaiBsance FALL and 
",WINTER plus thorough coverage of the area to the ea.st. 

t. .29 June 1967 

'<.1) At 2907300' all units departed their patrol bas~s to conduct 
e&lloperations enroute to the consolidation point at BT 022,39S·.·. .' 

'(2) At 20110$1 s:ll units arrived at the consolidation point.. 

(,3) At 291330H all units moved out from the consolidation, point 
to conduct S&D operations enroute'to the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines' Combat 

, Base. 

. (4) A.t 29i1ooH ali units arrived at the 1st Bat~aiionJ Sth Marines. 
Combat BaSe;. and established the ,following positions: . 

, ~' 

Ca) Sammand Group ~ DT 02)346 
.' 

(b) CompanY I, .. B'l' 02l34~ 

(0) :CoIil.p~y K 

. " '-(d) Companr L 

" (e) '. Company'M 

g •. )0 .Jun8·1967 
... ~ r " • __ '. 

- DT 02334, 

... BT 024347 

- BT 025345 

fl.) All units conducted l1lllited patrolling to secure the loca~ 
area." ...... ,. ""-, ,. 

(-2) 'A<~shttall ~i tihl,ts' were located as previoUsl1 reptirted, 

h_ 1 ~u!l1967 

(1) 'AU units conducted,;lWted patrolling to maintain security 
ot the local area. 
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(2) At OlO?3OH Company M he!::';:. "Ji),';:,)d to Thailg Birth' (M 16Sh13) 
'to p~v1de s~c~ty for' Battery F, 2nd ~'D_ttalion, lith M,arineo. 5th 

, ,Marines, ~s5~edOP9ON of Company N. 

oj At Ol08:30H Company K waS heli-lifted to Ilii 1129 (M 226)20) 
to proVide' seeuri ty for the 5th Marines CP and adetac::hnient ot the 9th 

, Engl:ne(i}r ~atta1i()n 'repairing Highway #1. 5th }tarinesassumed, OPCGnt of 
Cbmpany. 'K-' .",' 

'. ' ,(4) At Ol1200H Operation CALHOUN WAS' secured. 

Results 
o 

lr 
" . 

• ,) :",.! :' 

, .. ,'a.' ~ 
j" . .''1 

, , 
6.}1 , The '!ollowiDg' is '~ :aee8asment of VC personnel casualties 

1~1icted~ ... i ~. ~ " ~. 
(a) va KIA ,(confirmed) • '4 
(b) vb KIA (probable) - 10 

,:(e) VCS '. 3 

(2) The following is a compilation of enemYequipmentazid material 
ca.ptured or 'de st'royed : 

(a) Shotgun (captured) ... 1 .. 

(b) 75m RR ro\1l1ds ... 20 

(0) 82mmmortar rounds - i6 
(d) 'Rounds' of small arms ammunit~1on, .. ,7S 

'.(e)' Medical-supplies 

(t) Documents 

(8) Rice 

b. Friendly 

'.:271bs 

.. ,41))8 

... 4)45'2 Ib15 

--.. No' combat casualties ,were sustained throughout-the Operation'. 

12'. Administration 

, ~. ,: ResuppiZ' 

(1) Resupply was accomplished f!'Olll t.M toa1aticai Support Area 
at Tam Ky., 

10 

DECLASSIFIED 



... 
W:" 

e' 

DECLASSIFIED 

• \ 
\ 

,"';(2) Normal resupply was accoinplished every other day. EmergenC1' 
Tesupplyws accomplished when requestede ; 

,,(3) The,as:T net'was used as a logisti~al, administrative and 
heUcopter contrOinet~ '\ 

" ' ':,'(4)A~~lab1iity of, helicopters was a controlling factor but 
. overall support waS: excellent • 

... ' ,b~,M:a1nt~nance. ,Maintenance of equipnent was accomplished in the' f1el,d 
where possible, •. :Repl.a:C~ent of defective equipment waS accomplished thrOugh 
t·heJ,s~ • 

" . 
" :, c.Treatment ot casuaJ.t1es, evacuation. and hospital1zation 

.~:_ (1) ,EYa,c~tion of personnel was accomplished smoothly and usuallY 
~·min1.JilUiiJ. of time.,·, .Again" availability of helicopters was a detennining 
factor. ' 

, . ". 

(2) Evacuees -were' removed 'expediently from the field and excel­
lent care was received throughout the, evacuation chSi.. n. 

': d. 'hmsport.atioft" No problems were enco~tered w:~th transportation. 
~lacemeht aiid spec;ai supplies were transported by trUck to the LSA. 

o All"r~supplies and replacements were delivered to the t'ield by helicopter 
from the tsA. . ,'" , " ' ' ' 

e. Communications 

(1) The AN/PRC";2S is outstanding PM radio equlpilent. Except for 
theAN/pRC-41 used by the ALO and FAe teamS j battaUon, c01ll1!1unications were 
accomplished with t~e AN/PRC0..25. " ..,. . 

, ,,(2)' 'n1e RC-292, less AB-l2$, was ~ed1n poar terrain to extend 
the range and power, of the AN/PRC-2~. It proved to be quite adequate. 

'>. 
, f ~ Medical Evacuation 

-, 
(1) Total nUmer of medical evacuees ~. 7 ' 

.. ; 
(2) nUed in Action 

(3) Wounded 1n A~ion' 
(4) WoUnded in Action non-evac 
(S) Bon-Combat deaths 
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a~ -Scout sniper: teamS ~agSin' proved tabe a valuable ,asset when 'used 
to engage 'the en~,at ~ong' ranges. 

, • b~ : The' Kit Carson s~ouis was most effective :2,n 'finding, hidden va 
a!III1Url1t1on, :rice'" and :equipment during this Operation. The1r knowledge 
of VC methods' ancl.cache marking·.were invaluable ,in mlc~ver1ng concel}led 
positions. " . 

:, c.- -£m shaped e,ba,rge 1e not as effective in bloWing' cave complms 
as is the crat~ring charge; both were used during the Oper~ion. 

l.4".Co_de~~8:AnalYSiS. Operation CALHOUN. ';'as relatively suc~essful 
:iq.. '£indingAt'var"±ety -of -8lII8.llhidden Viet Cong" hav~ns tn d caches. EnoUgh 
.time was given: to a,ccompUsha. detailed searcn a'l q destroy mission and: the.' 
results'sVidep<:ed thi~ time allowance •. All of, the searching was' tedious 
and' executed".ui)der'very hot clilllatic conditions anti'in rugged terrain. ' 
Base area,J;lq (3/S sector) did·not produce any large anemy'find~gs 'and 

'. an obvj,ous lacie: of "ertemy troop activity was evident throughout this 
operation whi~ may have-been the result of a previous' weekls Operation 

., through the same ncinity. Most of the findings were at the lower '. . 
,JIlO1:lI1tain levels ,,' ptedomiilantly in ravines and gulleys. Rice growing 'in 
, the area Was ~l,qcated'a.thigh e.levations, telTaced and' well cUltivated ' 
'indicating probable 1,cilltivation by' local ve.·. The mission givenwasaccOlll­

, p11shed and effective denial of harboring'sites in the area ,of operations 
"was pcccmpUshedas :well as' destrUction of moderate quantitiEis of eriemy' , 

ammunition, food, aDd eqUipment. . , 

;", lS. ·:Recoiamendations. 'lbat'this tyPe operai'io~ beinst1tut.ed folloWing" . e '.' a: fast pUrsUit' or sweep type operati~n through areas where. large enemy-
, 'emplacements. and caches' are knO,wn to exist and where deliberate searches 

have hitherto .be,en unfeasible. , ' .. 

12 
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9 JUly- 1967 

~ration Description for' Operation CALHOUN 
.' . ,.j ". ," ." .... ".. . . . 

_::' _ " ,1. The concept of Operat.ion CALHOUN was for the3rd.Battallon, ,th 
-Marine_sto establish _ a se~es of company patrol bases and then thoroughly 
search out two routes ofreconnaissancf'.>,p.mredFALL and WINTE~. FALL extend­

. ed from BT 023410 up the draw to the-North and,then along the trail to 

. BI' 005426. Winter extended from BT 005426 SE to BT 021103. 

,2. The 1st Bat~alionJ ,th Marines ':was operating to the Southwest of 
,., ;9: line",,~~ng~.fll from BT 014398 to AT ge74l~. 'lhe 1st ,/l!VN Rangers .were 
_toP.sai'~t:tW-yih;,~e valley in the vicinity of AT 910)80. ,. 2nd Battalion, 

_ 'A'tll\M~r~,~~a:s ' r~tJ.ng to _ the Northwest ov~rthe moun,tain range. 
E;lements of the ~ai7th Marines were oper1iting to the North across, 
the mountains." T.rSLF (2nd En, 3rd Marin,es)"was oper~:ting to the," , 
Northeaste 

3. The mission for WINTER was acco~p1ished a day early. Permission 
was requested and granted to conduct S&Doperations to the east of WINTER 
to and including-the valley'in, the. vicinity ofBT 04841$. 

4. While FALL and WINTER were being tnoroughly searched, a-CD~'(-:) 
was dispatched each day to conduct S&D operations between the 410E-W grid 
line and the 395E-W grid line and between the 020 and 050 N-S grid lines. 

,. ,Operation CALHOUN was designedt9 reconnoiter and unoover Viet, 
Gong arms and SUpply' caches in the area lmown as Base a.rea 116. In this 
respect, operations of this Conunand within assigned zone were successful~ 

. ~ .. ". 
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lMS ,~lt4ing otf'ioel' 
tOt:,:", a.ua~ ei'£1.", Sth Karines (Attnf 5.3) 

• ,H. :~. ');J.~ " .~;" 

Sllla,. Qp8rat1oaal SUauiar,y (p~ 2~26 My 1961) 
" 

Wi <a> ,th Jrar1nes 'rae Ql'der 14-67 

Encl.! ---(1) epera\1CJ.U 6Yerlq. 

1. ~~. 'rh1a kttal.:S.on received :reference (a) en .2Q. July l!)67 
asa1grrl:q it the :m:i.alaUn of ceUllcting a joint 'OSMc/Vi aepoul Ferce 
ceNtB a.J,d ....... lJJd.tedobject1ve operation on the Pbv.oc AA/tra Dea 
JIaalet/urket eetiJplu (grid .qeares B! 2lh3,nL4.a2Jd.2~) 1 't,1lae £'nu 
was appl"OX1mately h8 bt\'l.l'I. 

I. SS!6Il1ce. o,r. !,It'!!!W 

a. 242hOOH .... ColIpaA1ea I and 1., a plateon of tanks, end the Bat'taUon 
at ~ departed Hill' 63 Coabat .... ad moved to LOD on Highway 1. •• 
tmf111!.7 com.tact was made enroute.. lh 

b. Z;S020CB "" OeJl,Ullq' 1, arri:Ye4 a.t jump .. !! po1nt on LOP auf! held pos1tion. 
eM'l"4))) 

c. 25olQOH - Collpany I, OP and tanks arrivedat'. !bag Biml j ___ rr 
pe,int (B'f 176bl.9). legi1bUl Feroe \roo.,8 wre met an4 joinU. blienal 
'.Nes and 1 platoon .r OuIpan,. I aTed south to the:lr jtap-ett point on 
LOD (Sf 1903~). 

4. 2Se)ooo .. (H-Hour) All units Cl"88Sed LOD a'ttaclting general.17 east 
Wward object.ive area. 

... 2St6)QH ... ~ 0 - 'l/S was hell-lUted-into obJective area (Dr 2)44) 
to begin its 8'iRtef. 

!. 2501OOli ... ' Cempany I {<II» 8Ild. the Alpha Colrmw\d Grwp reaehecl their 
position at gr 2€J4414. ene platotm of Compe.ny I ". ... rk;ing joint17, v1th 
2plat_ns ot ... 8. 8SS\'Sed !;Il_eking pe.it~n at Bf _~.rtlleast to 
B1' 212435. Company L M"' •• ealt &cress the high dike and ma.",. !ltlGlgen)v 
'area (B'l lew.,. and 11#44). ,.. 

• 1. 

"" . LiAr <'.10,::'- i. t IP...k ('.:/ j 
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g" 25~ .. (l,lIIpBnl' L at B'118~ :picked 'Up a ft mal.e with an lJ> ard. 
ftle detainee Wormed. Company L he 5a1l t_ VO, squ.ad8 pua through the a.rea 
at daybrealc!f th.y were _Ying aut .. 

h. 2Sss2<II - OcIIpany L .boontacrt nth an utitaate4 So t-o 100 un VC 
u1t jwrt.. .. st ef thtt1r 1&81; pH1t1en. Th. CcPpan7 JW1..-vered well mtill 
engage4 by bee-v auteaat1c veapen f1re. An d vas OJ! nation and. asmtM 
by call~ in ail" strikes C9Dtinuouly' for th1J't1 (36) ldautes.'fhe VC bl$k. 
_tat ad fled in D e;,,!1JtftJ'ly direction. ebservatio by an _ md.!cW 
the)" 'were ~ .flnci .... iag bodies,. '0., IWsessmsnt .t da.mage or ca.nal;t1es· 
were _de at 'tJ:l&t~. A ltd.te4 .earem. of·the alU was..wete4 'by 
~'L and~vy blNtl toUe ad Oft. wtmdecl VO, who It.>ter vas 
l!l8dt\vu'eci, was found in \he area.. ft.e reuindel" of the day Companies L and C 
oonttne4 1Ie 884rch halQ.et, .1t\ tlie1r us1glie4 areas. the reS\ll.ta t.n .. :in 
the intelligence S\1DIIIloIlt7. 

, i.t 2~ - ColIlp8ll7 1 was joined b7 tb.ei1" third WtO$u and the iF' 8 
1ft 4Jett1rlg up .. night ,.ri.Jleter4etense for the CP and ttmke at :If 2(64)2. 
foapanr. L. ~ in 'thedr nlght,pu'1tlon at M 263436 and ~ ClIS _et in 
at IT 209LIU. m mi:ti$ oon4ucted l.eal secvi:t.;y pat:rols d\triag the td.gkt. 
libeq contact was nqUglble exe.,t for occu-sienal sniper "WlU .. 

j. 2606_.. CcJ.IIpaa1_ L. __ 0 .tamped. offoD JIll' seareb ind destl"07 lrl.:ufioll 
Mrtheast to Bt 2oS45, the tt.mwcl. ad sw.pt. ~t to __ ~ All AO on &tation 
in the urea, call.ed :in an air .trike OD a position at 20JhSfk ~ 0 
... tthe area and to. ea. VC'bMy, uny pieces blood-toake4 clothing and 
b~it:ra1ls 1»&ding i'l'GlU the area. Also eaptured at tldli tiM aa one (1) 
K-'G machine-gun 1fit~ 400 nJuruta· of linked. 1.62 BIIlIrtUlitien, one (1) M-16 
ri.fle w1th two maguillu ot 20 l'OUBGs eaoh of $.56 smm\Ul1tifm, and a damaged 
first-aid. stretcher. 

k. 26o$)tll~· Company C anceuntered t1l'> Va. fUling eantee.n.a at a _tel' 
hole, when thq cballeDCeCl t_ un l'Uhaotoss a l"1ce-paddy d1ke, trhq 
challengeci then opened lire kUling OM (1) va conti ... and three (3) 
probable.. They' capturetl two OS grenadu,. Betails to tollow on intelligence 
StIlIIlIUlry • 

1. 2608J(J1 '''!" the CP, Ooll&Pan,. .I, tanks and the sr·, after waiting tor 
Companies L and C to make their tum toward ~ 1 move .. west ft'Ofll 
their ~s1t1oa down the a1n access l"O84 to !h.ang Binh. After releasiDg the 
.. ' a the collllUl eontDatMl int. the QClD.bat bu'E! on liill 6). ' . 

.. 261500H -~ C was heli. .. Utte4 to Que Son ad LPCON ret~d 
to the 1st Battalion, $th Marines. ". 

~ 
= ..... , . - . ' .. '~ '" .,' . 
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Operat1£m "BID Naldl- ~t_ in 11 va XU" (C0nf~'. 2t VC lUA. 
(p:r9~ble). U cleWnees anel' ~ capt~; oue a JII...6o LKG anel en •• 4' " 

(1) 1l~1' rifle, 1NJth _" in operaoleOondition. 
Br the tactics .,leyed. aga1nat WI" that ott hit and. run b7 mull units, 

tm1p.r f1re, antI the IINll unit slght1ll:gs11 it is qu1.te eTldent that the 
units engaged we" Ma1a ant loAl loree '6 as opposed to regular NVA units. 

The area eo"e:red r.vealeFl the people t. be ver,y bostU,e to H&l'ine units. 
There was :no _.p.rat~; anti a gen.eral harboring of aU infOl'Jll&tion 
eonceming VC &CtiT.lt.l.... " 

.Aer1al. obs.nati .. , "..1:&17 and: fixed wing S'Ilpp9rt fer the operation W%'e 
ex~ll8B;~." Jll. air stl"lku Q1'8 controlled by a tactical air eontnlller 
{a1ltben;w).-. Fixed wing support coUenceEl at 2,S06lS1twith a bombing prep 
.f the" &l'N. . adjaeent to the LZ pr10t to the heU.me apera.t1cm at BT 
23~. . 

ClqSG air and direct air support missions were·· n01ll1 . in support of the 
operat1en on both 2S ad 26 JUly.NJ support was outstanding in aerial 
obee1"9'a.tifm and. air &'t.rllte control. .. . 

F.xta" Battery (2/U) wu in 6irect m1pport 0t the operation $tl& rired 
beth .~ and \BlO~."ed fi1w~ An art~Uery prep was tired in lAlppori; 
of the he1i-bome landing on the morning of 25 July. 'l'here wa5 elCcel~ent 
target coverage.. . 

The pl".:i.l1ary means of comaun1cat.ten was the "lJfjPJW,..!5 and once again it 
preyed to be highlY effect! ... ~d pra1sewrthy. The AN/PRC/LJ. waa of very 
little UM due to faulty *terial th1s coupled with the he .. ..,. FIl traffic 
:reaJult.e4in 8llWbiUty W obtain prop&r bomb damage U1JUSmAmt. 

~ .;,. . ~. . 

4. AJfA;L~l$,. Wh:ile .. ~ TC trat.tle was 'UA(IOveX'fJd in the objective area, 
_ th. epeoation did pro'ri._ an. ueell.ent.al"eIt reeo~~ f&r the Battal.1Qn • 
• It aceempliabed some destwet.1en of local entmdes ... and gave no 1:Bd.t leaders 

.,erl.~ in unit JIBlluevers and tank-infant" coo1'd1nat1en. The night 
meveIlGt went fttQthl:r and. tile objeotive ~ wae wlJ,covered by sweep torcelS. 

E ... S. ?IPER Jr, 
By d1recUon 
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HEADQUARTERS 
3rd Battalion, 5th l"larines 

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From; Commanding officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines lAttn: 3-3) 

Subj: Operational Summary (Period 29-30 July 1967) 

Ref: (a) 5th Mar:ines Frag Order 54-67 

3/PFB/tfs 
3121 
31 July 1967 

e"Enel: ....... (1) Operations Overlay 

1. Background. Reference (a) was received on 28 July 1961 assigning a Battalion 
(-) c(i)mbat patrol/escort mission to deliver 2 self propelled 155 guns and one 
bulldozer at the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines combat base at Que Son; time frame 
was approJdJna.tely 36 hours. 

2. Sequence of Events 

a. 2904uo - Companies I and L, a security platoon from K, and the Battalion 
CP group with 2 SF 155 guns and bulldozer from 2/11 departed Hill 63 combat base 
and moved by road to the LOD. No enemy contact was made enroute. 

b. 290600· - Lead elements crossed LOD. 

o. 290645 - Company I observed a force of 50 VC with weapons and packs 
moving in ce1umn in grid square 0942 towards the NW. Artillery mission was 

eoalled in by AO on station. Company I secured objective lA. 

d.. 290730 - Company L secured objective LA. No enemy contact encountered. 

e. 29U8w - CP crossed checkpoint 1. 

f. 290830 - Cf crossed checkpoint 2. 

g. 29093U - Company L secured objective LC. CP crossed checkpoint 4. 

h. 291105 ~ OF reached checkpoint 5. Company L secured objective LD. 
Company 1 secured object1ve IC. 

1 
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i. 29l200H - Company I secured objective ID. CP crossed checkpoint 6. 

j. 291215H ... Engineers blew a 105 dUd at BT 082390. 

k. 2914000 - CP crossed checkpoint 7. Column stopped in hamlet at BT 
064366 to care for 3 minor heat oases. A small l'lBD-CAP program of treating 
minor injuries and sores was held .. 

1. 291.4l0H - Company L received 20 rounds sniper fire from VC w/grey 
unifonn and carbine. Retumed 60 rounds S/! and 1'1 ... 00 rounds. 

m. 29l70OH ... CP and Co~panies I and L set up a rdght patrol base camp 
at BT 047338. Local ambush md security patw1s were conducted in coordination 
with 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. 

n. 3006000 - Commenced heli-lift to Hill #63. Heli-lift completed at 
30114SH. 

3. SUMKARY 

3/5 (-) (Rein) left Hill 63 and crossed the LOD at 2906000 to escort tw) 
15SSp Hawitzers to Que Son also one bulldozer. Enemy contact was limited to 
one sighting of SO VC. AO called an artillery mission. Company I searched 
the area and found .5 VC KIA (confinned) and 5 vc KIA (probable) based Upon 
the blood trails and drag marlcs leading from the area. 

The remamder of the contact was sniper fire. Company L had two VC 
confirmed KIA who sniped at the company. They were kilied by 3.5 rocket fire. 
They were dressed in black PJI s and also found near the· bOdies were two lVI .. 26 
grenades and the empty cartridge cases from .5 caliber .30 rounds. 

~ At 291100H after delivering the Sp 1 s and dozer to Que Son, the 3/5 Cf, 
Company I and L plus attachments set up a patrol base camp at BT u47338. 

The 3/5 (-) {Rein) heli-lifted from Que Son to Hill 63 commencing 30l030H, 
the last chopper set down at 3vL13OH. 

It is of interest that moving down the main2access road between Hill 63 
and Que Son, the column encountered twenty sets of vehicle traps. Most 
consisted of 8 railroad ties burled perpendicUlar :in the road bed about siX 
feet deep; there were dl.tches. intersecting the road approximately six feet 
deep and six to eight feet w:i.de. These traps created no particular problem 
since they were easy to bypass or bulldoze for easy passage. It. vri.ll be 
conSiderably more difficult to traverse this same road in the monson season. 

Total enemy casualities - 7 VC KIA (confinned)" 5 VC KIA (probable). 
Engineers blew a 500lb bomb and a 105 Howitzer round, both duds were very close 
to the road but neither was booby trapped. 

4. AN.ALYSIS. l!lission Accomplished. 

E. S. PIPER, Jr. 
By direction 
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