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HEAOOUARl'ETS . 
Jrd Battalion, 5th Harmes 

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

F1"'OJ11:' Colnmanding Offioer . 
To:e Com.m.a.nding General; 1st Marine D;t.vi.sion (Rein) 
Via: Conuna.nding Officer"th Marine Regiment 

3/CFM/tts 
·5750 
, August 1967' 

. 5ubj: Command Chronology for period OlOOOlH jul:'{67 to 312400H July67 

Ref: (a). MCOS750~2A 
(b): FMF PacO 5750.8 
(e) DivO S7'O.2B '. 

Encl: ",(1) 3rd Bn; 5th Mar, Combat After Action Report, opel"a:~1on CALHOUN 
.j'2) 3rd Bn, 5th Mar, Operations Sunttnary (Period 25-26 July 1967) 
~) 3rd Bn, 5th Mar, Operations SUImTlary (Period 29-30 July 1967) 

1.' In accordance with the provisions of references (8), (b)~ and (c), the 
Command Chronology for the month of July, with enclosures (1), (2), and (3) 
is hereby submitted. 
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HEADQU.~rT}~FS 

3rd Battalion; '-'"1":1 Hur:"nes 
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

COMr-wm CHRONOLOGY 

0l000lH July67 to .312400H July67 

DIDEX 

PART I ... ORGANIZATION' DATA 

PART II "" NARRA'J'IVE SillMAR'! 

PART UI - SEQumTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
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1. DESIGNATION 
3rd Bn, 5th Mar 

H&:s Company 

I Company 

K Company 

t eon;any 

MCompany 
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PAT(J' I 

ORGA1'l'IZA'l'lOH1\L DATA 

CONH.ANDER 
I.tCol roB. \-IEBSTER (27 May. 1967) 

SUBORDTIJ'ATE UNITS 

2Lt B. T. HEIDTKE (9June • JJuly1967) 
Capt J. A. SPEICHER (h July 1967) 

Capt F. M. BURKE (18 June 1967) 

Capt J. R. TENNEY (2S May 1967) 

capt H. D. PETTEnGILL (1-3 July 1967) 
Capt H. J. KOLAKOWSKI (4 July 1967) 

Capt GRF..£NE (26 June - 10 July 1967) 
1st Lt J. B. F~mlL (11-18 July 1967 

Acting) 
Capt B •. A. VREDEVELD (11-30 July 1967) 
1st Lt J. D. I1URRAY (.31 July 1967) 

2. LOCiiTION,(Admin. Rear) 

1 .. 2 July, Chu Lai Installation, mill 
2 July, Afloat 
3-21 July, 11th Hator Transport Bn Compound, Danang, RVN 
21 July· -. to date, Hill. 63, Quang Nam 'Province, rom 

.3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Ex.ecO 

S-1 

S-2 

S-3 

8-4 

s-S 

Supply Officer 

Maj B. R. COOUNS (22 April 1967) 

2ndLt "fT. }1. GOr1'Z (1 .. 3 July 1967) 
2ndLt G. E. O\>lSLEY (4 July 1967) 

lstLt S. E. LINDBLOH (7 Jan - 1 July 1967) 
2ndLt D. R. DUNAG.AU (2 July 1967) 

Maj E. S. PIPER, Jr. (16 Nov 1966) 

2ndLt ltl. W. KING (19 l'IAY \967) 

Lt J. E. LOUIS (Me) USNR (5 Apr .. ) July 
1967) 

1stLt J. D. MURRAY (ll .Tuly .. 31 July 1967) 
..... - •• - .... 4- ,_ •• .. 

Capt S. C. THOMPSON, Jr. (1 April 1967) 

2 .. [(U~©~TI 
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. 4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

~ ~. 

OFF - ENL - OFF ENL - --. 

39 10$9 ., . S6. 
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N1Jt!:>.A,T1'lVE Sm-l-i.iill!' . 

Tbis Battalion is presently two officers over TO; however" two .. 
L1eutenants(0302) are non .. effective in the hospital and one Captm.n. 
(0302) is TAD to III 1m. There exists a need for a Cpptain 0402 but· 
the billet is being filled by an 0302 Lioutenant.· :First Seri~eants nre 
asSigned in all companies and a First Sergeant is filling the billet as 
Acting Sergeant Major., A shortage erl~ts in the Staff Sergeant billets 
but in most cases tho billet~ are being Ilgequately filled by Sergeants. 
Between October and December the Battalion will experience the loss'of the 
majority of the experienced 0141's at both dO~1ny and battolion lcv~ls. 

The Battcli:mls Kit Carson Scout continues to do an outstanding job 
and is the mostvnluable of all the Vietn::uileae personnel attached to this 
Comand. The 8-2 Scouts have been continuously employed both in Bat+alion 
(-) Oplllrotions, Company sweeps ttl. d in all other sized pa.trolling activities. 
Enemy activity, though heavy at times, consisted pr:i.nk1.rily ot sniper:. •• · .... 
activity. ., 

The Battalion has completed Opero.tion CALHOUN (2; June-l July 1967) 
rod two Battalion (-) Oper~tions in the Hill 6.3 operational area. 
Currently the Battalion (-) is OpCon to lstft18rmes for Operation ?DCE 
(31 July 67 to d~te). 

1.t the present tirne there ~re no major cOl1ll\1un1cqtion 01" logistical 
problems in' the Bat,talion • 
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1.. : Topics 

a.-Personnel and Administration 

(1) The Battalion began. the month of July with an on-rolls 
strength of 33 Marine Officers, 1072 enlisted Marines, 3 Naval Officers, 
and 55 Naval Enlisted. Our current on-board strength is 44 Marine 
Officers, 1068 enlisted Marines, 3 Naval Officers, and 56 Naval enlisted. 

(2) Twenty-seven enlisted Marines are scheduled for rotati~n 
during the month of August. No officers are scheduled for rotation, 
however one Major 0302 is being reassigned within the 1st Harine Division­
and his replacement is aboard. One 0301 2ndLt will be reassigned within 
the 5th Marines without replacement on 1 August 1967. 

(3) Ttie regular monthly promotion cycle tends to provide 
stability to the junior -NCO ranks. -

(4) A dif'ficult, but not insurmountable situation arose in the 
ease of one rifle company_ Both the Company Commander and-the Company 
Gunnery Sergeant received TAD orders and were detached on the same 
datew.ith little or no forewarning. Fort~nately, an outstanding 
Officer was available to fill the gap; however he was assigned to the -
Command for only 20 days OJT. -Effot:t;.s to effect his permanant 
reassignment were in vain. After'hisdetacbment the Company Executive 
Officer was assigned temporarily to ColJ]maIld of the Coripany. l~ few 
days later another Captain_~oihed the Ba'ttaUQn and was assigned as the 
Company Comma.nder~ -i~s"a" ;a-suit. ,the Company--tinderwent three changes 
of C~~ in less than a thirty-day period. 

-, (5) A -related, thoughmuohless serious problem arose when the 
Battalion's l~iotor-Transport thief'Was pe:nnanently transferred to another 
Command within- the Division without any prior notice to this Command. 

b. Intelligence __ 

(1) Following is a SUlJllSl"T"Of intelligence ~activities and 
sectj,ol). -:readiness during the month of-July 1967. 

- (a) Personnel. 'Personnel- changes for the month of July in .. 
cluded the following add~tions and deletions: --, -- -

' .. 1 ;, 1/1". , ',. ,...",. , ~'. ,/'" I, ,:; .!;. ~ ~j" • {Fr. .. : ,1 .• ' .• ', ~: ~~."' :~", '~ 'i': 'I >:/~;;" 

2ndLt Donald R. DiJNAGAN 09.)603/0202/0210; joined as 
the Bat talioh' Intelligell'ce. ·Off·icer'on:2· .jUIy'~1961 'rice·' -lstL t, Se. E. 
:LINDBLOM',transferred -:t6 duty: as "Battalion 3-3 ALPHA. -

-'. :-..' .. J 
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. SSgt !. J. McKENZIE; 1?73201/0369/9~40; joined as of 28 
July' 1967 as an Interpreter. a billet previously unassigned. 

. Sgt J. D. GIBBS 2062922~ 0311; joined.on 27 July:1967 as 
Intelligence Assistant, 0231# a billet previously unassigned. 

1.The Battalion S-2 is presently operatirtg with one PFC/PVT 
0311 in excess of T/O. This additional man adds greatly to our abi1.ity 
to provide maximum support for ·colTIpany commanders and section intelligence 
production. 

(b) IntelligenceOperations 

l-Folloldng 3/5' s relocation on Hill 63, the first t.wo weeks . 
. of July ·were spent in the collection and processing or· local VC order-of­
battle (OOB) and combat intelligence data from local Vietnamese 
Nationals. This effort provided 26 separate reports on VC activities, 
tunnel and treneh locations and the COB/disposition of two local force 
companies 'lrmose movements were subsequently supported by 3/5 patrols. 

~-During the month the Batt&ion conducted extensive 
patrolling with special attention to the area 360 degrees around Hill 
63 out to r.pproximate1y 3,000 meters. Additional combat patrolling . 
was conducted to the West and Northwest to a distance ~f approximately 
9,000 meters. These westerly patrols covered the ground most frequently 
mentioned by local ViEl.tn~ese sources as being controlled by L..li'VC. 

3-Post patrol reports and individual patrol leader debriefings 
provided considerable enemy defense data and terrain analyses info~tion. 

c~ 

4-Detainees and equipment taken and processed during this 
perio<! are cited below:. .. ' 

DE'l'AlNEES (all i~roups): 47 . ~t._, ___ -.. . 

... 

'- -- . ~ack; b~~k:· J. 7/-
\-leb anuno belts: 1 
Poncho, U.S.: 2 
Sweaters: . __ . ..:l:.- - ... 

3 
Unifonns, lch4ki- £O'...e.ign~ 2 scts 
Unif'onns, ·green, foreign: 2 sets 
Cantoous.,.· . , . 2 
Mess gear, french: 2 
Rad~o ,btry powered, U~S~mfd., ilH/FM: 1 
Med~cal supp1iSlS! 3 .sererate groups aporox' 20 lbs 
M~26 grenadeo"i . , . • • 
M-16 rifles: 3 
M-60 MG: 2 

1 
Cartridges,sever:D-1 cal' B: 120 
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. ~-The 3-2 Scouts, Kit>.:·, '-:nci:ibieu Hoi IS .were assigned 
to each squad (Rein) and Inr:c:er PQ.t~'c·j. c. :l.C'lc·:-·e:i during Ju.Iy.~ The ability 
to support Comp~ny Commanders was gre3.tly enl,:.rged by the addition of six 
Chieu Bois and one VN interpreter. 

6-The enemy suffered tbe following casualties as a result of 
)rdBattalion actions: ., 

c. Troinin~ 

VC KIA (coni): 47 
VC KIA '(prob): 109 

(1) During the month of July very few days of actual class training 
~ time were a.vailiable to the Battalion due to operational commitments und the 
.. relocation of both the Battalion forward und rear CP locations. Eowever 

during opero.tional breaks the Battalion held .md conducted Indoctrination 
Schools for the new men in-country, radio procedure classes, FO procedure and 
F AO 't'%"O"ccdure olasses J Md classes in field sanitation and care and cleaning 
of the MIMI rifle. All companies held classes onfireteam, squad, and, 

"--, ----pJ.n.toon. :tactics, use of supporting arms, buildinG of fortifications, 
patro11inga.Yltl a-mhush_.:te.cbniques, and all units were able to FAM fire thei!< 
TO 't-leapons at least once duririg--the--l'er:Lod~ 

(2) During the month of July, ,selected personnel of the Command 
were nominated and attendeq the following formal schoo13 in Ok1nawa and 
DaNang: 

a) Vietnamese Language - 2 
be) B~sic 1rJeapons Repair - 2 

) iumnunition Teclmicians School .. 1 

d. Qperqt10ns 

(1) From 2, June .. l July Company I, (Jompany K (-), Company L and the 
Battalion1s Alpha Command Group participated in Operntion CALHOUN. See 
after action report: enclosure (1). ' 

(2) From 1 July until present t.he Battation has been responitible for 
the bridge and road security north from Tam Ky to the Hill 63 Combat Base. 
The Battalion has also provided all security neceSsaTJ7 for the enGineer 
activities in and around the Hill 6) area. . 

(3) From 1.,16 July~ 5th Regiment had OPCOU of ~wo of the Battalionts 
Rifle Companies, and on 17 July the Battalion once again asswned 02CON of 
all its units. _ 

(4) From 17-23 July, Company L conducted a sN'eep of the 1,.0 to the 
northwest of the Hill 63 Combat Base. 
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(,) From 2~-26 July, Comi:'~"< .~; ~~u~J_'.ny L, 0.nd the Battnlionts 
Alpha Command Group conducted a join';~ USEG;, :J'~; 3.cgional Force cordon md 
sweep operation.. See Operational Sumr,1.['.ry (Period 25-26 July): enclosure 
(2). . 

. (6) From 29-30 July, Company I, Company L, and the Battalionts 
Alpbe COlmnand Group conducted a combat patrol/escort mission. See C 
Ope :atio!l¥l Summary (Period 29-30 July): enclosure (3). 

f. Air Suppo~ 

See the Combat After Action' Report and the two 
enclosures (1),(2) ~ and (3). 

(1) During the month of :JulJ t1.vO helicopter requests were submitted. 
Both were complotGd so.tisfnctorilY. All other helicopter support vms 
hruldled by a Helicopter Support Team c.ttacbed to this Battalion. 

(a) Troops moved - 317 

(2) ltir operations exclusive of Opera'tion Cl.J.HOTJi'J t..ndthe two 
Battalion (-) Operations included do.ily visuc.l reconnaisance flights 
by Blackcciat Air Observers and fifteen .fixed wing flights flown in tho 
Battalion t s urea of oper<".tions. Bomb cl .. :unage assessment for the fixed 
wing strikes included: 

(0.) 2~KBA (confinued) 

(b) 38 KBA (probable) 

(c) ,0 Structures destroyed 

(d) 21 Structures dama6ea 

(3) The Battalion currently has three aviators attached as liLO/FAC. 
There are sufficient trained enlisted peJ:'sonnel to provide all companies 
with the required FAG teoms. 

g. Conuuunicc.tion 

..... .- ..(1) The .t'JIrjPRC-2' radio has performed more thnn a~equatelY this 
past month1 .however the handsets for this radio are becoming scarce 
and couldprcscnt a problem in the future. The AN/PRC-47 is not beilg 
used since the L.l'IJ/PRC-25 is fulfilling all the Battalion l s connnuni,,:tion 
requiremeniis; the ANjPRC-47's ""eight mclws it impra.cticnl for &.tt,11on 
Operations. The .AN/PRC-4l is 'Utilized for UHF tr.:msmissions and 'pr '. 
Fl1.C teams in the Battnlion CP group as 'tvell as company Fh'::; teoms. . 
There h;>.s been a problem with batteries (B3 451) ,for the lJVPRC-!l t s; 
jn that there .were no cho.rging unitiropemting" due to G. lack of 
electricity. The Hill 63 Combat Base do~s hivea'!,ac.trlcity no'l( and 
the batteries are- On hand :Ln sufficient quahtit1~' . 
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(~) The Communicdions is '.'.,i.; 'I,h s·trcngth with all but 

four opere.tors competent on r~'cl.io ci:: ,; \,:;':'3 , ;llhosc f our oper~to1."S are 
being given additional schooling in order to jncreaSG their proficiency. 
i..cc/)unt~bility and servic0.bility of radio equ:i.pment has become a 
problettJ due to the movements of the compo.nies during this past month, 
however steps nre being taken by Corrrnunico.tions personnel to locate 
this equipment, serialize it, .::md check for servicnbility. 

(3) COlT\l'l1unications in geucral hv.s. been more than adoquate for' 
the Battalion and a continous progrnm to stress self improvement is 
present.ly being conducted. ", " 

h. Logistics 

(1) 'General. The overall logistiesstatus of the Battalion is . 
s::tisfactor'J. .t~t the present time" thore are no mb.jor logistical problem 
areas. 

(2) Supply. The Battalion Supply section commenced the month of. 
July by moving all gear from Ghu Lci to DaNang via LST. After relocation 
n.t the Ilth Motor Tr::msport Compound iIi. DaNnng~ prior to 6 July, tho 
Supply Section begc.."l. to shift supplies :md equipment, vic. helicopt8r to 
the na1-l COHlbG'.t base, Hill 63. On cr ;:-,bont 15 July the Supply :=;action 
beGan to ,;love all t~nts ~ poles, nnd deckin~' to Hill 63 via truck convoy .. 
On 27 July the Batt~lion moved its Op Supply Stock to Hill 63. It is 
anticipated th~_t the supply bulk equipmont will remD.in in 'tho nth Eotor 
Tr:msport Compound for the duration of the monsoon season. The present 
concept for supply operations is to have two supply personnel remin 
with. the b1.l1k equipment. in Dru"'Jang :.md for the balance of .th6 section 
tooperD.te o.t Hill 6:3.'Daily courier runs, via helicopter, 'hnve begum 
in order to effect a smooth logistica.l flow botiveen Iiil163 and the . 
FLC at DclTnng. 

. " 

(3) 1'1otorTransport 

(n.) No major problems havID hElen encountered. A continuing 
progrDm of; education continues for mite a.ndmul~ drivers, and commanders 
at Compa.ny level concerning llU'.intenance responsibilities for their 
vehicles. 

. (4) Construction~' No construction is in progress nt this time. 
Engineer suppor' has been requested a.'1d npproved for the for~ owing 
construction;: Hess. Hall, Shower Unit, 30 c:.ssorled bunkers and decking 
for tents. In t).ddition the ConstruC'tion Battnlion will bui:"d strongbnck' 
tin r .. ofs for all the S-Section workmg spaces. Tropical type structures 
-are pl<mnod for the Chc.pel and the Enlisted Hen's Club. 
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2. Chronology of Events 

1 July - Operntion CllLHotm termin!]'.tec. Ol1200H. 
Corr.panies H nnd K OPOON to 5th l1nrines. 

2 July .. CP" ConipmlY I, and Compnny L heli-iifted' from Que San to Tom Ky 13.'\ •. 

4 July ... JoL~ed Capt S~EICHER (for assignment CO, H8S Co). 

, July - Compll.ny 1-1 returned OPCON to 3/5. 

6 O'1.11y .. 3/5 CP displo..ced to Hill 63 from Tam Ky. 

9 July - 3/5 Roar joined CP at Hill 63~ 

10 July ... Dropped Cn.pt GlWHE (from Ti.D as CO Compnny U). 

11 July - Joil1od~pt VRBDEVTfl,D (for assignment CO Co!i1pE'.ny H). 

1.5 July - Dropped Capt PETT~'JGILL (m'D). 

17 July - Compcnies K nnd L returned OPODN to 3/5. 
. Joined Capt LOVING (for assii',-,nInont s-J.td. 

21 JUly - Hove of 3/, com;>lctodto Hill 63 b:';r convoy from DoNang. 

2.5-26 July - Battalion Opcrntion (limiter'! objective) Enel (2). 
. 2n<rr..t W,,'..RNER lUi •• 

27 July ... Joined 14n.j SHlM (for assie;nmElnt s-). 
. , 

29 Jt11y - Joined Lt S}?.:'U.tTF.U US1~ ~Iv1C) .. Bn Surgeon. 

29-30 July .. Bn Operation (1imited O1:Jjective) Encl (3). 
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1. Civic Action 

(1) HeciCap. i1pprox:im::.tc1~/ 50 Vie:tn:CI:105C have been treo.ted by 
medie..".l personnel [I.t the Hill 63 Combe:;:' Jtt8{). I, full scale MedCo.p progr~l!I. 
for the Huong XUml (1) vicinity is pl':' .. nnGd ;'.nd co-ordinc..tod iI.nd lull be 
initiateu when opcrc.tiono..l commitments allon. . 

(2) 'l'roining, 11eetings bctv1eon the villCl.ge. chief of Phu Huong 
and the 8-5, 3/5 h2.ve produced the folloHing resolutions: 

. . 
. (a) A 11edCap statio~._~8-1L be-.J..ocn.ted---in--t-he he~il:e-t---&f-H~--

Xurn (1) coordinates BT144457 ..... - -"---

(b) OJT traini.."lg for village corpsman on I1onday, Hednesco.y, 
und S:.I.turdo.y of each week will be conducted, 

(3) l·T.:\ste Food. Approximately 200 pounds of waste food has been 
distributed daily to the h~~let of HUonG Auan (1), since 26 July. 

(4) Graves. Indiginous personnel are picked up daily and are 
distributed t.o all units for removal of graves. 1':. dendlineof 20 August 
1967 is tentatively set for the removOll of D.ll graves within our Combat 
Base arena 

(,) Projects. 3rd Bo.ttdion, 5th Narines Combat Bnse is located 
in a region ripe for Civic Action. Lm-T sf'.nitation standnrds, poverly, 
illiteracy and the ever present VC who undermile our security provide 
open fiold for ~ll Civic Action. 

The following facets of Civic Action are tentntive projects: . 

(a) County Fair (2 to J d~ys in iength). 

(b) HedCnp on c. (hily bnsis ,nth the objective of 
coniinous OJT for local· Vietncmese D..s)irinG to become cOl"tJsmen. 

(c) Procurement of VC c;rr:in c::ches for ultimate distri­
bution to New Life H.:unlets, County Fairs, ,').nd payment for services by the 
local population. 

(d) lin extonsive psychological operotion program via 
the media of propagnndn lenf'lets, audio-visu.::.l teams, video-tapes and 
Hc"\rinos. 
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lMS ,~lt4ing otf'ioel' 
tOt:,:", a.ua~ ei'£1.", Sth Karines (Attnf 5.3) 

• ,H. :~. ');J.~ " .~;" 

Sllla,. Qp8rat1oaal SUauiar,y (p~ 2~26 My 1961) 
" 

Wi <a> ,th Jrar1nes 'rae Ql'der 14-67 

Encl.! ---(1) epera\1CJ.U 6Yerlq. 

1. ~~. 'rh1a kttal.:S.on received :reference (a) en .2Q. July l!)67 
asa1grrl:q it the :m:i.alaUn of ceUllcting a joint 'OSMc/Vi aepoul Ferce 
ceNtB a.J,d ....... lJJd.tedobject1ve operation on the Pbv.oc AA/tra Dea 
JIaalet/urket eetiJplu (grid .qeares B! 2lh3,nL4.a2Jd.2~) 1 't,1lae £'nu 
was appl"OX1mately h8 bt\'l.l'I. 

I. SS!6Il1ce. o,r. !,It'!!!W 

a. 242hOOH .... ColIpaA1ea I and 1., a plateon of tanks, end the Bat'taUon 
at ~ departed Hill' 63 Coabat .... ad moved to LOD on Highway 1. •• 
tmf111!.7 com.tact was made enroute.. lh 

b. Z;S020CB "" OeJl,Ullq' 1, arri:Ye4 a.t jump .. !! po1nt on LOP auf! held pos1tion. 
eM'l"4))) 

c. 25olQOH - Collpany I, OP and tanks arrivedat'. !bag Biml j ___ rr 
pe,int (B'f 176bl.9). legi1bUl Feroe \roo.,8 wre met an4 joinU. blienal 
'.Nes and 1 platoon .r OuIpan,. I aTed south to the:lr jtap-ett point on 
LOD (Sf 1903~). 

4. 2Se)ooo .. (H-Hour) All units Cl"88Sed LOD a'ttaclting general.17 east 
Wward object.ive area. 

... 2St6)QH ... ~ 0 - 'l/S was hell-lUted-into obJective area (Dr 2)44) 
to begin its 8'iRtef. 

!. 2501OOli ... ' Cempany I {<II» 8Ild. the Alpha Colrmw\d Grwp reaehecl their 
position at gr 2€J4414. ene platotm of Compe.ny I ". ... rk;ing joint17, v1th 
2plat_ns ot ... 8. 8SS\'Sed !;Il_eking pe.it~n at Bf _~.rtlleast to 
B1' 212435. Company L M"' •• ealt &cress the high dike and ma.",. !ltlGlgen)v 
'area (B'l lew.,. and 11#44). ,.. 

• 1. 
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g" 25~ .. (l,lIIpBnl' L at B'118~ :picked 'Up a ft mal.e with an lJ> ard. 
ftle detainee Wormed. Company L he 5a1l t_ VO, squ.ad8 pua through the a.rea 
at daybrealc!f th.y were _Ying aut .. 

h. 2Sss2<II - OcIIpany L .boontacrt nth an utitaate4 So t-o 100 un VC 
u1t jwrt.. .. st ef thtt1r 1&81; pH1t1en. Th. CcPpan7 JW1..-vered well mtill 
engage4 by bee-v auteaat1c veapen f1re. An d vas OJ! nation and. asmtM 
by call~ in ail" strikes C9Dtinuouly' for th1J't1 (36) ldautes.'fhe VC bl$k. 
_tat ad fled in D e;,,!1JtftJ'ly direction. ebservatio by an _ md.!cW 
the)" 'were ~ .flnci .... iag bodies,. '0., IWsessmsnt .t da.mage or ca.nal;t1es· 
were _de at 'tJ:l&t~. A ltd.te4 .earem. of·the alU was..wete4 'by 
~'L and~vy blNtl toUe ad Oft. wtmdecl VO, who It.>ter vas 
l!l8dt\vu'eci, was found in \he area.. ft.e reuindel" of the day Companies L and C 
oonttne4 1Ie 884rch halQ.et, .1t\ tlie1r us1glie4 areas. the reS\ll.ta t.n .. :in 
the intelligence S\1DIIIloIlt7. 

, i.t 2~ - ColIlp8ll7 1 was joined b7 tb.ei1" third WtO$u and the iF' 8 
1ft 4Jett1rlg up .. night ,.ri.Jleter4etense for the CP and ttmke at :If 2(64)2. 
foapanr. L. ~ in 'thedr nlght,pu'1tlon at M 263436 and ~ ClIS _et in 
at IT 209LIU. m mi:ti$ oon4ucted l.eal secvi:t.;y pat:rols d\triag the td.gkt. 
libeq contact was nqUglble exe.,t for occu-sienal sniper "WlU .. 

j. 2606_.. CcJ.IIpaa1_ L. __ 0 .tamped. offoD JIll' seareb ind destl"07 lrl.:ufioll 
Mrtheast to Bt 2oS45, the tt.mwcl. ad sw.pt. ~t to __ ~ All AO on &tation 
in the urea, call.ed :in an air .trike OD a position at 20JhSfk ~ 0 
... tthe area and to. ea. VC'bMy, uny pieces blood-toake4 clothing and 
b~it:ra1ls 1»&ding i'l'GlU the area. Also eaptured at tldli tiM aa one (1) 
K-'G machine-gun 1fit~ 400 nJuruta· of linked. 1.62 BIIlIrtUlitien, one (1) M-16 
ri.fle w1th two maguillu ot 20 l'OUBGs eaoh of $.56 smm\Ul1tifm, and a damaged 
first-aid. stretcher. 

k. 26o$)tll~· Company C anceuntered t1l'> Va. fUling eantee.n.a at a _tel' 
hole, when thq cballeDCeCl t_ un l'Uhaotoss a l"1ce-paddy d1ke, trhq 
challengeci then opened lire kUling OM (1) va conti ... and three (3) 
probable.. They' capturetl two OS grenadu,. Betails to tollow on intelligence 
StIlIIlIUlry • 

1. 2608J(J1 '''!" the CP, Ooll&Pan,. .I, tanks and the sr·, after waiting tor 
Companies L and C to make their tum toward ~ 1 move .. west ft'Ofll 
their ~s1t1oa down the a1n access l"O84 to !h.ang Binh. After releasiDg the 
.. ' a the collllUl eontDatMl int. the QClD.bat bu'E! on liill 6). ' . 

.. 261500H -~ C was heli. .. Utte4 to Que Son ad LPCON ret~d 
to the 1st Battalion, $th Marines. ". 
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Operat1£m "BID Naldl- ~t_ in 11 va XU" (C0nf~'. 2t VC lUA. 
(p:r9~ble). U cleWnees anel' ~ capt~; oue a JII...6o LKG anel en •• 4' " 

(1) 1l~1' rifle, 1NJth _" in operaoleOondition. 
Br the tactics .,leyed. aga1nat WI" that ott hit and. run b7 mull units, 

tm1p.r f1re, antI the IINll unit slght1ll:gs11 it is qu1.te eTldent that the 
units engaged we" Ma1a ant loAl loree '6 as opposed to regular NVA units. 

The area eo"e:red r.vealeFl the people t. be ver,y bostU,e to H&l'ine units. 
There was :no _.p.rat~; anti a gen.eral harboring of aU infOl'Jll&tion 
eonceming VC &CtiT.lt.l.... " 

.Aer1al. obs.nati .. , "..1:&17 and: fixed wing S'Ilpp9rt fer the operation W%'e 
ex~ll8B;~." Jll. air stl"lku Q1'8 controlled by a tactical air eontnlller 
{a1ltben;w).-. Fixed wing support coUenceEl at 2,S06lS1twith a bombing prep 
.f the" &l'N. . adjaeent to the LZ pr10t to the heU.me apera.t1cm at BT 
23~. . 

ClqSG air and direct air support missions were·· n01ll1 . in support of the 
operat1en on both 2S ad 26 JUly.NJ support was outstanding in aerial 
obee1"9'a.tifm and. air &'t.rllte control. .. . 

F.xta" Battery (2/U) wu in 6irect m1pport 0t the operation $tl& rired 
beth .~ and \BlO~."ed fi1w~ An art~Uery prep was tired in lAlppori; 
of the he1i-bome landing on the morning of 25 July. 'l'here wa5 elCcel~ent 
target coverage.. . 

The pl".:i.l1ary means of comaun1cat.ten was the "lJfjPJW,..!5 and once again it 
preyed to be highlY effect! ... ~d pra1sewrthy. The AN/PRC/LJ. waa of very 
little UM due to faulty *terial th1s coupled with the he .. ..,. FIl traffic 
:reaJult.e4in 8llWbiUty W obtain prop&r bomb damage U1JUSmAmt. 

~ .;,. . ~. . 

4. AJfA;L~l$,. Wh:ile .. ~ TC trat.tle was 'UA(IOveX'fJd in the objective area, 
_ th. epeoation did pro'ri._ an. ueell.ent.al"eIt reeo~~ f&r the Battal.1Qn • 
• It aceempliabed some destwet.1en of local entmdes ... and gave no 1:Bd.t leaders 

.,erl.~ in unit JIBlluevers and tank-infant" coo1'd1nat1en. The night 
meveIlGt went fttQthl:r and. tile objeotive ~ wae wlJ,covered by sweep torcelS. 

E ... S. ?IPER Jr, 
By d1recUon 
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HEADQUARTERS 
3rd Battalion, 5th l"larines 

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From; Commanding officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines lAttn: 3-3) 

Subj: Operational Summary (Period 29-30 July 1967) 

Ref: (a) 5th Mar:ines Frag Order 54-67 

3/PFB/tfs 
3121 
31 July 1967 

e"Enel: ....... (1) Operations Overlay 

1. Background. Reference (a) was received on 28 July 1961 assigning a Battalion 
(-) c(i)mbat patrol/escort mission to deliver 2 self propelled 155 guns and one 
bulldozer at the 1st Battalion, 5th Marines combat base at Que Son; time frame 
was approJdJna.tely 36 hours. 

2. Sequence of Events 

a. 2904uo - Companies I and L, a security platoon from K, and the Battalion 
CP group with 2 SF 155 guns and bulldozer from 2/11 departed Hill 63 combat base 
and moved by road to the LOD. No enemy contact was made enroute. 

b. 290600· - Lead elements crossed LOD. 

o. 290645 - Company I observed a force of 50 VC with weapons and packs 
moving in ce1umn in grid square 0942 towards the NW. Artillery mission was 

eoalled in by AO on station. Company I secured objective lA. 

d.. 290730 - Company L secured objective LA. No enemy contact encountered. 

e. 29U8w - CP crossed checkpoint 1. 

f. 290830 - Cf crossed checkpoint 2. 

g. 29093U - Company L secured objective LC. CP crossed checkpoint 4. 

h. 291105 ~ OF reached checkpoint 5. Company L secured objective LD. 
Company 1 secured object1ve IC. 

1 
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i. 29l200H - Company I secured objective ID. CP crossed checkpoint 6. 

j. 291215H ... Engineers blew a 105 dUd at BT 082390. 

k. 2914000 - CP crossed checkpoint 7. Column stopped in hamlet at BT 
064366 to care for 3 minor heat oases. A small l'lBD-CAP program of treating 
minor injuries and sores was held .. 

1. 291.4l0H - Company L received 20 rounds sniper fire from VC w/grey 
unifonn and carbine. Retumed 60 rounds S/! and 1'1 ... 00 rounds. 

m. 29l70OH ... CP and Co~panies I and L set up a rdght patrol base camp 
at BT 047338. Local ambush md security patw1s were conducted in coordination 
with 1st Battalion, 5th Marines. 

n. 3006000 - Commenced heli-lift to Hill #63. Heli-lift completed at 
30114SH. 

3. SUMKARY 

3/5 (-) (Rein) left Hill 63 and crossed the LOD at 2906000 to escort tw) 
15SSp Hawitzers to Que Son also one bulldozer. Enemy contact was limited to 
one sighting of SO VC. AO called an artillery mission. Company I searched 
the area and found .5 VC KIA (confinned) and 5 vc KIA (probable) based Upon 
the blood trails and drag marlcs leading from the area. 

The remamder of the contact was sniper fire. Company L had two VC 
confirmed KIA who sniped at the company. They were kilied by 3.5 rocket fire. 
They were dressed in black PJI s and also found near the· bOdies were two lVI .. 26 
grenades and the empty cartridge cases from .5 caliber .30 rounds. 

~ At 291100H after delivering the Sp 1 s and dozer to Que Son, the 3/5 Cf, 
Company I and L plus attachments set up a patrol base camp at BT u47338. 

The 3/5 (-) {Rein) heli-lifted from Que Son to Hill 63 commencing 30l030H, 
the last chopper set down at 3vL13OH. 

It is of interest that moving down the main2access road between Hill 63 
and Que Son, the column encountered twenty sets of vehicle traps. Most 
consisted of 8 railroad ties burled perpendicUlar :in the road bed about siX 
feet deep; there were dl.tches. intersecting the road approximately six feet 
deep and six to eight feet w:i.de. These traps created no particular problem 
since they were easy to bypass or bulldoze for easy passage. It. vri.ll be 
conSiderably more difficult to traverse this same road in the monson season. 

Total enemy casualities - 7 VC KIA (confinned)" 5 VC KIA (probable). 
Engineers blew a 500lb bomb and a 105 Howitzer round, both duds were very close 
to the road but neither was booby trapped. 

4. AN.ALYSIS. l!lission Accomplished. 

E. S. PIPER, Jr. 
By direction 
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