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HEADQUARTERS :
3rd Battalion , 5th iarines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
- FPO San Francisco, California 96602

3/CBi/tts
- 5750 ‘
5 August 1967

~From: - Commanding Officer ' '
Tot Commanding General, lst Har:me Division (Rem)
Vias Commanding Officer, Sth Marine Regiment

Bubj: Comna.nd Gnronology for period OL0001H July6? to 3120008 Il

. Ref: (a.). MCO 5750.24
- . (v) FMF PacO 5750.8
(¢) Div0 5750.2B

Bncl: (1) 3rd Bn, Sth Mar, Combat After Action Report, Operation CALHOUN ¢
A2) 3rd Bn, Sth Mar, Operations Summary {Period 25«26 July 1967) Tg
‘¥3) 3rd Bn, 5th Mar, Operations Summary (Period 29-30 July 1967) =
'1. In accordance’ with the provisions of references (a) (b}, and (¢}, the =
Command Chronology for the month of July, with enclosures (1) (2), and (3) 7

is hereby submitted,
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© HEADQUALTE
3rd Rattalion, "t Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, Califormia 96602

| COMMAND CHRONOLOGY i
CLO00LH JulyS7 to 3L24OCH July6?

| .
" PART I - ORGANTZATION DATA
PART II ‘-’ NARRATIVE smaMAR'i .
PART III - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

PART I
ORGANTZATICHAL DATA

" 1. DESIGNATION COMYANDER

3rd Bn, 5th Mar TXCol C. B, WEBSTER (27 May 1967)

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Cc;nxpany 2Lt B. T. HEIDTKE (9June - 3July 19675
Capt J. A. SPEICHER (L July 1967)

1 Company : ' Capt F. M, BURKE ("18: June 1967)

K Company. , | _ - - Capt J, R. TENNEY (25 May 1967)>

L Company o | Capt H. D. PETTENGILL (1-3 July 1967)

_ Gapt H. J. KOLAKOWSKI (k4 July 1967)
M Company " Capt GREENE (26 June - 10 July 1967) =
S ‘ : - 1st Lt J. B, FRETWELL (11-18 July 1967

ng)
Capt B. A. VREDEVELD (11-30 July 1967)
1st Lt J. D. MURRAY (31 Ju1:,- 1967)

2. LOCATION (Admin, Rear)

1l-2 July, Chu Lai Installation, RVN
2 July, Afloat

3«21 July, 1lth Motor Transport Bn Compound, Danang, RVN
21 July - .to date, Hill 63, Quang Nam Province, RVN

3. STAFF OFTICERS

Exec0 | . Maj B. R. CMVINS (22 April 1967)
S-1 2ndLt W, M. GOTTZ (13 July 1967)
2ndLt G. E. OWSLEY (L4 July 1967)
S-2 1stlt S. E. LINDBLOM (7 Jan - 1 July 1967)
C 2ndLt D. R. DUNAGAN (2 July 1967)
5-3 Maj E. S. PIPER, Jr. (16 Nov 1966)
S  2ndlt W. W. KING (19 May 1967)
S-5 : Lt J, E. LOUIS (MC) USNR (5 Apr-3 July

1967
ls’c.Lt. J. D. MURRAY (L Tuly = 31 July 1967)

Supply Officer ' C-ap‘b S. C. THOMPSON, I (1 April 1967)
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"L, AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

usMe | USN.
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39 1059 3 56
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PART IX
mmP“TVGSmNME

: This Battalion is presently two officers over TOj however, two
Lieutenants (0302) are non-effective in the hospital and one Captdn
(0302) is TAD o III MAF. There exists 2 need for a Cpptain 0402 bub
the billet is being filled by an 0302 Licutenant, First Sergeants: are
assigned in all companies and a First Sergeant is filling the billet a8
~ Acting Sergeant Majors ' A shortage exigts in the Staff Sergeant billets
- but in most cases the billets are being adequately £illed by Sergeants,
Between October and December the Battalion will experience the loss of the
. ‘majority of the experienced Olhl's at both dompony and battalion levels.
The Baticlisnts Kit Carson Scout eontinues to do an outstanding job
. ~ and is the most valuable of dll the Vietnamese personnel attached to this
- Command, The S~2 Scouts have been continuonslty employed both in Batialion
(~) Operations, Company sweeps md in all other sized patrolling activities,
Enemy activity, though heavy at times, consisted pm.mar:.ly of sniper ¢..” .
act:.vit-y. '
" The Bottalion has completed Operotion GMHOUH (25 Junewl July 196?)
. znd two Battalion (=) Operat ions in the Hill 63 operational area.
Currently the Battalion (-) is OpCon to 1st Marines for Operation PIKE
(31 July 67 to date),

. At the present time there are no maor cornnunication or loglstlcul
problems in-the Battalion,
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PART ITX

| SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SICHIFICANT BVENTS
1e: TOEiCS ‘

Personnel and Admnlst ration

(1) The Battalion bepan the month of July mth an on-rolls
strength of 33 Marine Officers, 1072 enlisted Marines, 3 Naval Officers,
and 55 Naval Enlisted, Our current on-board strength is Ll Marine
Off:.cers, 1068 enllsted Marines, 3 Naval Officers, and 56 Naval enlisted.

(2) Twenty-—seven enllsted Marines are scheduled for rotation
during the month of August., No officers are scheduled for rotation,
however one Major 0302 is being reassigned within the lst Marine Division ..
~ and his replacement is aboard., - One 0301 2ndLt will be reassigned within
the Eth Marines without replacement on 1 August 1967.

(3) The regular monthly promotion cycle tends to provide '
s‘bablli‘by to the junior NCO ranks. :

) A difficult, but not msumountable situation arose in the
case of one rifle company, Both the Company Commander and the Company
Gunnery Sergeant received TAD orders and were detached on the same
date with little or no forewarning. Fortunately, an outstanding
Officer was available to fill the gap; however he was assigned to the -
Command for only 20 days OJT, -Efforts to effect hls permanant
reassignment were in vain. After-his detachment the Company Executive
Officer was assigned temporarily to Command of the Covipany. & few
days later another Captain joined theBattalion and was assigned as the
Company Commander. As a result, ‘the Company underwent three changes
of Command in less than a thlrty~day perlod

. {(5) A related, though much less serious problem arose when the
Battalion's Motor Transport Chief was permanently transferred to another
Comm.nd within- the Dlv:x_smn m.thout any pI‘lOI‘ notice to. ‘bhlS Coma.nd.

‘ b. . Intelligence

(‘J.) Follow:.ng is a smarraf mtelllgence act:.vitles and
sectn.ou rea.dmess during the" month of dily 1967. -

- (a) Personnel. Persormel cha.nges i‘or the month of July ins
cluded the follo ng aEHi:Elons and deletmns' e

2nst Donald R. DUNAGAN 093603/0202/021o~ joined as
the Battalion:Intelligence ‘Officer-on i2:July 1967 wica: lstLt S E. ‘
.LINDBLOM, "“transferred to duty:és Battallon S5-3 ALPHA,
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. . §Sgt B. J, McKENZIE, 18?32cn/0869/99h0, Joined as of 28
, Ju].y 1967 as an Interpreter, a billet previously unassigned.

: Sgt J. D. GIBBS 2062922; 0311; joined on 27 July:1967 a3
Int.elligence Assistant, 0231, a billet previously unassigned.

" 1«The Battalion S-2 1s presently operating with one PFC/PVT
0311 in excess of T/0, This additional man adds greatly to ofir abllity
“to provide maximum support for company commanders and sectlon intelllgence

production,

“{b) Intelligence 'Qperations .

1-Following 3/5's relocation on Hill 63, the first two weeks
_of July were spent in the collection and processing of local VC order-of-
. © battle (0OB) and combat intelligence data from local Vietnamese
Nationals, This effort provided 26 separate reports on VC activities,
tunnel and trench locations and the 00B/disposition of two local force
companies whose movements were subsequently supported by 3/5 patrols,

2-During the month the Batidl ion conduc'bed extensive
patrolling with specinl attention to the area 360 degrees around Hill
63 out to epproximately 3,000 meters., iAdditional combat patrolling -
was conducted to the West end Northwest to a distance of approximately
9,000 meters, These westerly patrols covered the ground most frequently
mentioned by local Vigtnamese sources as being controlled by LFVC,

3-Post patrol reports and individual patrol leader debriefings.
prov1ded cons1derab1e enemy defense da‘ba and terrain an*lyses information.

4 h-—Detaineas and equipment tak:en and processed dur:.np this
. periot: are cited below:. , o o

DETAINEES (a11 aroups) h? e S
| o . : Pack, back: = /-
N : Web ammo belts:

. o - Poncho, . U,S,:
Sweaters: A
Uniforms, Khaki_, fowetyms -~

_ Uniforms, green, foreign:
Canteenst :

Mess gear, french:
1\1}:~.1d10, btry powered, U.S. mfd., AM/FM:
: fggc;}‘esupplie».‘ 3 sererate groups, approx: .
M-16 rifles:
M-60 MG:
Cartmdges, .Several cal's:
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S-The 5-2 Scouts, Xit ii':.:_-r o7, “né Shiew Hoi's were assigned
to each squad (Rein) and larcer potoei. ¢ acuched during July.. The ability
to support Company Commanders was gre‘, le enlorged by the addition of six
Chieu Hols and one VN interpreter. ;

6-The enemy suffered the following casualties as a result of
3rd Battalion actions:

VC KTA {conf): L7 |
VC XIA (prob): 109

ce Training -

: {1) During the month of July very few days of actual class training
‘ time were availiable to the Battalion due to operational commitments ond the

relocation of both the Battalion forward and rear CP locations, However
during operational breaks the Battalion held and conducted Indoctrination
Schools for the new men in-country, radio procedure classes, FO procedure and

. FAQ vroccdure classes, and classes in field sanitation and care and cleaning
of the M16A1 rifle., All companies held classes on fireteam, squad, and-
patrolllng ‘art embush. techniques, and all units were able to FAM fire thelr :
TO weapons at least once during the-period,

(2) During the month of July, selected personnel of the Coﬁmand
were nominated and attended the following formal Schools in Okinawa and
DaNanb

a) Vietnamese Language -2
bg Basic Yeapons Repair -2
. ‘ ¢} immmition Technicians School ~ 1

de @erg‘hions

(1) From 25 June-l July Company I, Gompany K (=), Company L and the
Battalion®s Alpha Command Group participated in Operation CALHOUN. See -
after action report: enclosure (1), .

(2) From 1 July until present the Battalion has been responsible for
the bridge and road security north from Tam Ky to the Hill 63 Combat Base.
The Battalion has also provided all security necessary for the engineer
aetivities in and around the Hill 63 area,

(3) From 1-16 July, 5th Regiment had OPCON of two of the Battalion's
Rifle Companies, and on 17 July the Battalion once again assumed 0FCON of
- all its unids. .

(L) From 17-23 July, Company L conducted a sweep of the A0 to the
northwest. of the Hill 63 Combat Base.

.| UneLasSIFiED |
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(5) From 25-26 July, Comyci; i, Juweony L, and the Battalionts
Alpha Command Group conducted a joinu Uohu, vil Regional Force cordon and
sweep operation, See Operational Sumiary (Period 25-26 July)' enclosure

(2).

: - (6) From 29-30 July, Company I, Company I, and the Battallon's
Alphc Coimand Group conducted a combat patrol/escort mission. See €
Ope ‘ationgl Summary (Period 29-30 July)' enclosure (3),

e, Artillery Swyport, See the Combat After Action’ Report and the two
Operational Summaries: enclosures (1) (2), and (3). :

f. idr Support

(1) During the month of: July two hellcop‘ber requests were submlt.tcd.

Both were completed satisfactorily. 411 other he]_icopt.e'r- support wos
- handled by \ Heliecopter Support Team attached te this Battalion,

(a) Troops moved - 317

(2) Adir operations exclusive of Opera‘t:.on CLLHOTH and the two
Battalion (~) Operations included deily visusl reconnaisance flights
by Blackecoat Air Observers and fiftcoen fixed wing flights flown in the
Battalion!s area of operations, Bomb damage assessment for the fixed
wing strikes included: :

(a) 22 XBA (confinned)
(b) 38 KBA (probable)
(e¢) 50 Structures destroyed
(¢) 22 Stmcturés da:ﬁaged |
(3) The Battalion currently has three aviators attached as ALO/FAC,
There are sufficient trained enlisted personnel to provide all companies:

with the reguired FAC teoms.

gEe Communica tlon

{1) The AN/PRC~25 radio has performed more than adequetely this
pg_st month, however the handsets for this radio ore becoming scarce !
and could prescnt a problem in the future. The AN/PRC-}47 is not beig
used since the AN/PRC-25 is fulfilling 21l the Battalion!s communigtion
requirements; the AN/PRC-47!s weight mokes it mpracticul for Battlion
Operations, The AN/PRC-H1 iz wtilized for UHF tre nsmss:Lons and pr
F4AC teams in the Battalion CP group as well as company FAC teams,
There hos been a problem with batteries (B3 LS1) for the AN/P%-)].'S
in that there were no charging units operating’ dne to & lack of
electricity. The Hill 63 Combat Base does have elaatnca.ty now and
the batteries are on hand in sufficient quai-xtlty.

s [UNGUSSIFED
| UMCLASSIFIED
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(2) The Connunlc“tlons is o oo T/0 sbrength with 21l but
four operctors competent on rodio ciiciiss. These four operntors are
being given additional schooling in order to increase their proficiency,
Lcooountability and servicsbility of radio equipment has become a )
problem due to the movements of the componies during this past month, -
however steps are being taken by Cormnicotions perSonnel to locate
this equipment, serialize it, and check for servicability,

(3) Communlcatlons in gemeral has been more than adeguate for
the Battalion and a continous program to stres self improvement is
presenitly being conducted. -

he Logisties -

(1) ‘General. The overall logistics st atus of the Battalion is -
h tlsfactor" 4t the present time, there are no major logistical problem
areas, , : _ _ _ ‘ -

- {2) Supply. The Battalion Supply section commenced the month of -
July by moving all gear from Chu Lai to DoMNang via LST., After relocation
at the 11th Motor Transport Compound in DaMang, prior to 6 July, the
Supply Section begen to shift supplies and equipment, vie helicopter to
the new cowmbat base, Hill 63. On cr chout 15 July the Supwlv Section
began bo move- all tents, poles, and decking to Hill 63 via truck convoys,
On 27 July the Battalion moved its Op Supply Stock to Hill 63. It is
anticipated that the supply bulk equipment will remsin in “the 11lth Hotor:
Tronsport Compound for the duration of the monsoon season, The present
concept for supply operations is to have two supply personnel remain

with the bulk equipment.in DaNang 2and for the balance of the section

to operate at Hill 63, - Daily courier runs, via helicopter, have begum
in order to effcct a smooth lovistlcal Ilow botween H111 63 and the :
VLC at Dailang,

(3) Wotor TranSport

(a) No anor problems have heen encounterec. A continuing
program of "education continues for mite and mule drivers, and commanders
“at Compuny level concernlnp mointenance responsibilities for their
vehicles, :

oo ) Constructioni No construction is in progyess ot this time,
Engineer swppor. has been requested and approved for the fol owing
construction; less Hall, Shower Unit, 30 assorted bunkers and decking -
for tents, In addition the Constructlon Battalion will bui.d strongback:
tin r.ofs for all the S-Ssction working spaces. Tropical type structures
- are planned for the Cheopel and the inlisted Men's Club.,

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. LS Z
< .
. .. N « |
a . : .

2 Chronology of Eve‘ntsi )

1 Judy

- Operation C/LHOUN terminated OL120CH
| Corpanies M and K OPCON to 5Sth La.r..nes.
2 Julj - CP, Company I, and Comp'*ny L hell-llfted from Que Son to Tam Xy 1S4,
L _Ji_;ly - Joined Capt STFICHER (for assm;nment GO, H&S Co).
-‘5 July ~ Company M returned OPCON to 3/5, .

6 July - 3/5 CP displaced to Hill 63 from Tam Ky.

9 July - 3/5 Rear Joined CP at Hill 63;' | _

10 July - Droppéd Copt GREZHE (from TiD as CO Compahy I»i).“

11 July - Joincd .Qélat VREDLVM,D (fof assignment CO Co@e.w M),
15 July - Dropped Capt PEITENGILL (D). o

17 Julj - Companies X and L returncd OPCON to 3/5.
, © Joined Capt LOVING (for assigmmcnt S-34),

21 July - Move of 3/5 comleted to Hill 63 by convoy i‘rom DaNang,

5-26 July Battallon Opcr'*tlon (1111111:06 oagcctlvc) Incl (2),
‘ 2ndLt W.J?NE KIA4.

27 July = Jo:.ncd Iflaj SHAW (for 'wss:.r'mnont S-B). :
29 July - Joined Lt ﬂrmm UsK (NC) - Bn Surveon.

29-30 July = Bn Operation (limited Otjective) Bncl (3).

11
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i, Civie Action

(1) HMedCap. Approximctely SO Vietnomose have been treated by
medicol personnel at the Hill 63 Combet Fase. 4 full seale MedCop program

for the Huong Xuan (1) vicinity is Ulﬁnhvﬁ end co-ordinated and will be

initjatec when opcrotional commltmcqts allow,

(2) Troining, Meetings between the village chief of Phu Huong
and the 3-5, 3 75 have produced the following rcsolutions. :

- {a) & MedCa st.g.tlon w11'.L be-located -irmthe-hawlet-of-Hueng .

Xuen (1) coordinates BT LhlL57.

(b) OJT tralnlng for Villa"u cornsman on Monday,_”ednesdcy,
and Saturduy of each week will be conducted,

(3) Waste Food. Approximately 200 pounds of W1ste food has been

distributed daily %o Bhe hamlet of Huonz Xuon (1), since 26 July.

() Grn Graves, Indiginous persomnel are plcked up daily and are
distributed to all units for removal of graves, 4 deadline of 20 iugust
1967 is tentatively se® for the removal of 21l graves within our Combat
Rase area. ' ‘

'(S) Projects, 3rd Bottalion, Sth Marines Combat Base is located

in 2 region ripe for Civic Action, Low sanitation standards, poverty,
illiteracy and the ever present VC who undermie our seeurity provide
open ficld for all Civic Action,

The fbllowing facets of Civic Lction are tentotive projects:
(a) County Fair (2 to 3 days in length),

(b) MedCap on 2 daily basis with the objective of
continous OJT for local. Vletnamcse es:1r1n7 to becomc corpsmen.

. (c) Procurement of VC groin caches for ultimate distrie-
butlon to Wew Life Hamlets, County Fairs, and payment for services by the
local populatlon.

(d)' din extcnSLve psychological operation program via
the media of prcpagandﬁ leaflets, audio-visucl teams, video-tapes and
Harmnos.

10
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
1st Harine Division {(Rein) PMF
7P San Frencisce, California 96602

3/85P/dab
e
31 July

Froms Cemmanding Officer
Tot ., Comuanding Officer, Sth Morines {(Attn: 8«3)

Subjt Cperetional Swuiary (Perisd 25-26 July 1967)

Ref: (2) 5th Marines Frag Order 14=67

Encl: (1) Operstions Overlay S N ,

1. Beckground. This Battalien received referecs (a) en 2 July 1967
assigning it the mission of conducting a joint USMC/VN Regicnal Force
cerden and sweep, limited ebjective operation on the Phuec Am/Tra Dea
Hamlet/market cemplex (grid squares BT 2143,21hli,2213,224li)5 dime frame
was approximately L8 heurs.

2, Seguence of Evenis

a, 242400H « Companies I and 1, a platesn of tanks, end the Battaljon
CP g#onp departed Hill 63 Combat Base and moved to LOD on Highwsy 1. Ne
enemy contaet was made enroute, ‘

by 25020CH » Company I, arrived at jump-eff point on LOD and held position,
(BT 166433)

¢. 2503008 - Company I, CP and tanks arrived at Thang Binh jump-eff
point (BT 176419}, BRegienal Porce troops were met and joined, Regienal
FPorces and 1 platoen of Company I meved south to their jump-eff peint on
18D (8T 150399).

d. 2505008 ~ (H-Hour) A1l units cressed LOD attacking generally east
toward objective area.

o, 250630H = Company C = 1/5 was heli«lifted into ebjsctive area (BT 23hl)
te begin its sweep.

£, 25070GH = Cempany I (.) emd the Alpha Command Greup resched their
position at BT 20hk3L. One platoen of Company I wps wrking jointly with
2 platoens of HF's, assumed blecking pesition at BT 268l Jo.northeast to
" 212435, Company 1 moved east acress the high dike and heavy hsdg
area (B 184l and 194h4). .

e

. B lociiRE L'ﬁ f
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7 day 1967

© . ge 2508008 - Company L at BT 186LL pioked up a VR male with an ID caxd,
. The detainee infervied Company L he saw two VG squads pass through the area
at daybreak, They were moving cast.

‘h, 26082 = Company L made contact with an estimated 50 o 100 man VC
wmit Just esst of their last position, The Company mansuvered well wntill
engaged by heavy autematic wespon fire, An A0 was on stetion and aswmisted
by celling in air strikes conbinueusly fer thirty (36) minutes, The VC broke
contaet and fled in an e.sterly direction, Observation by an 40 indicted ’
they were carrking and dr ng bedles, No assessment of damage or casualiles
wore made zt thet time. A limited secarch of the arsa wasoemnducted by
Company L and heavy bleed tralls énd cne wounded VG, whe l:ter was
nedevacied, was found in the area, The remsinder of the day Companies L sand C
continued to search hamlets in their assigned aress, The results fellew in
the intelligence suumary,

. i, 251900H - Company I wss jJoined by their third pjatoon and the FF's
in setting uwp 2 night perineter defonse for the (P and tanks at BT 206432,
Company L set in their night pesition at BT 203438 and Cempany C1/5 set in
at BT Lhl. 211 mits conducted lecal security patrels during the night,
Enemy contact was negligible except for occassional sniper rownds.

Jo 2608308 o Compenies L and C Jumped off onve search and destroy mission
norbheast to BT 205455 then tumed and swept west towwbe l. An AQ on station
in the area, called in an air strike on a position at 2034Sh. Cempany C

- swept the area and found one VC body, many pleces bloodeseaked clothing and
bleod brails iseding from the area, Also captured at this time was one (1)
Mw60 machine-gun with 40O rounds of linked 7,62 asmunitien, one (1) M«16
rifle with two magazines of 20 roumds ezch of 5,56 amuunitisn, and a damaged
firsteald stretcher,

k. 26083CH - Compsny C sncountered twe VC filling canteens at 2 water
hole, when they challenged two mere run across a rice-paddy dike, they
challenged then opened fire killing oms (1) VC confimmed and thres (3)
prebable. They captured two G5 grenades, Details to follow on intelligence
SWERETY ¢ . .

1., 2608308 « The CP, Company I, tanks and the RF'm after waiting for
Companies 1. and ¢ to make thelr tum toward Highway 1 moved west from
their position dewn the main accdss read to Thang Binh, After releasing the
RF's the column continued inte the combat base opn Hill 63, .

m, 2615000 - Company C was helislifted to Que Son and LPCON returned -
to the lst Battalion, Sth Marines, :
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3L July 1967

eration "No Name I resilted in 11 VC KIA (confimmed), 29 VG KIA

Op
(probable}, 11 detainees and 2 weapsns capiured, one s M-§0 ING and ene .* - . ...

(1) ¥-16 rifls, bath were in operable sonditien,

By the tactics empleyed against us, that of, hit and run by small wnits,
sniper fire, and the amall unit sightings, it is quite evident that the
wnits engaged were Main and lecal Force YC a8 opposed to regular NVA units,

The srea eoversd revealed the pacple to be very hostile to Marine units,
There was no eceperation, and a general harboring of 21l infermation
concerning V0 activities, -

Aerial observation, retary and fixed wing support for the operation were
excellent, Al) air sirikes were controlled by a tactical alr contmller
{eisberne). Fixed wing suppert commenced at 250615H with a bembing prep
of gzggam adjacent to the LZ prier to the heli~borme operation at BT
2321438, o

Close air and direct air support missions were flown in support of the
operstien on both 25 and 26 July. AO suppert was outstanding in aerial
obgervatien and air strike contrel. - ' '

 Foxtroi Battery (2/11) was in direct suppert of the speration and firved
beth ebserved and umebserved fires. An artillery prep was fired in supporzt
of the heli~-borfie landing on the morning of 26 July, There was excellent
target coverage, ' ’

The primary means of communication was the AN/PRC~25 and once again it
proved to be highly effective end praiseworthys The AN/PRC/AL was of very
little use due to faulty batteries, this coupled with the heavy FM treffic
resulted in sn inability t¢ ebtain proper bomb demage asasgsment,

S

he AMALYSIS, wWhile ne real VG traffic was uncovered in the ebjective ares,
the eperalion did provide an axcellent area recommaisance for the Battalion,

It aceomplished some destructien of local enemles, and gave new mmit leaders
sxperience in unit manuevers and tank-infantry coordinatien, The night
movenent went smoothly and the ebjective area was well covered by sweep forces,

B. S, PIPER Jr,
By direction

oy
hl
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF

FPO San Francisco, California 96602

. ¢ 3/PES/tfs
o : 321

31 July 1967

Trom: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, Sth Marines (Attn: S-3)

Subj: Operational Summary (Period 29-30 July 1967)

Ref: (a) 5th Marines Frag Order 54=-67

Encl: (1) Operations Overlay

1. Background. Reference (a) was received on 28 July 1967 assigning a Battalion
(=) combat patrol/escort mission to deliver 2 self propelled 155 guns and one
bulldozer at the lst Battalion, 5th Marines combat base at Que Son; time frame
was approximately 36 hours,

2. Sequence of Events

a. 290L4U0 - Companies I and L, a security platoon from K, and the Battalion
CP group with 2 SP 155 guns and bulldozer from 2/11 departed Hill 63 combat base
and moved by road to the 1L.OD. No enemy contact was made enroute,

b. 290600 = Lead elements crossed LOD.

Ce 2906L5 - Company I observed a force of 50 VC with weapons and packs
moving in ecelwm in grid square 0942 towards the NW, Artillery mission was

.called in by AO0 on station. Company 1 secured objective A,

d. 290730 = Company L secured objective LA. No enemy contact encountered.

ee 290800 = CP crossed checkpoint 1,

f. 290830 = GP crossed checkpoint 2,

Z2e 290930 - Company L secured objective LC, CP crossed checkpoint L.

he 291105 - GP reached checkpoint 5, Company L secured objective LD.
Company 1 secured objectave IC,

PI
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) i, 291200H - Company I secured objective ID. CP crossed checkpoint 6,
Je 291215H - Ehgineers blew a 105 did at BT 082390,

k. 291L00H - CP crossed checkpoint 7. Column stopped in hamlet at BT
06L366 to care for 3 minor heat cases. A small MED-CAP program of treating
minor injuries and sores was held.

1. 291110H - Company L received 20 rounds sniper fire from VC w/grey
uniform and carbine. Retumed 60 rounds S/A and M-6U rounds.

m. 291700H -~ CP and Cogjpanies I and L set up a night patrol base camp
at BT 047338, Local ambush and security patwols were conducted in coordination
. with 1st Battalion, 5th Marines,

n. 30060CH - Gommenced heli-1ift to Hill #63. Heli-lift completed at
3011L5H.

3. SUMARY

3/5 (~) (Rein) left Hill 63 and crossed the LOD at 29060CH to escort tw
155SP Howitzers to Que Son dlso one bulldozer. FEnemy contact was limited to
one sighting of 50 VC. AQ called an artillery mission. Company I searched
the area and found 5 VC KIA (confimmed) and 5 VC KIA (probable) based upon
the blood trails and drag marks leading from the area,

The remander of the contact was sniper fire., Company L had two VC
confirmed XKIA who snlped at the company. They were k:.lied by 3.5 rocket fire,
They were dressed in black PJ's and also found near the bodies were two 1-26
grenades and the empty cartridge cases from 5 cal:l.ber «30 rounds.

. At 291700H after delivering the SP's and dozer to Que Son, the 3/5 Cp,
Company I and L plus attachments set up a patrol base camp at BT uU47338,

The 3/5 (-} (Rein) heli-lifted from Que Son to Hill 63 commencing 301030H,
the last chopper set down at 3UL130CH.

It is of interest that moving down the main :access road between Hill 63
and Que Son, the column encountered twenty sets of vehicle traps. Most
consisted of 8 railroad ties buried perpendicular in the road bed about six
feet deep; there were ditches intersecting the road approximately six feet
deep and six to eight feet wide, These traps created no particular problem
since they were easy to bypass or bulldoze for easy passage. It will be
considerably more difficult to traverse this same road in the monsen season.

Total enemy casualities = 7 VC KIA (confimed}, 5 VC KIA (probable).
Engineers blew a 500Lb bemb and a 105 Howitzer round, both duds were very close
to the road but neither was booby trapped.

L. ANALYSIS. HMission Accomplished.

‘ E. S. PIPER, JI‘.
By direction
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