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Vias .Commkndlnr Offlcor, 5th Marines (Rein)

. Subj: Comzand Chronology for pOPlOd.OlDOOlh-Au567 to 312h003 -
Augb?

“Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2A'
(r) R PacO 5750,.,8
(c) Div0 5750,2B

‘ - Bncl: v{i3 Command Chronology Report
- ) ~" 2) 3vd Bettalion, Cth arinos, Combat After Action
-~ Report, Oreration IFIEE

b/{é) 3rd Ba +*nllon, &th Marines, Conoat Aftor Action
Report, Onor*ai'lon COCHISE

l, In cccordence with the provisions of referoncos (a),(b)

end (c), tho Commind Chronelogy for the month of Auoust with
cnclosures (1),(2) and(3) ig chp.d susmitied. - “ '
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ORGANIZLTICHAL DATA

1. DESIGNADION COMMANDER PERIOD OCCUPIED
Brd,Battalion, - - L B
Sth Merines = LtCol C. B, WEBSTER . 2Mayb?
| SUBORDINATE UNITS -
Hes Company | ~ Capt J. A, SPEICHER - lpJﬁlyb?
Company "I" - Capt F. M. BURKE | 18Juncb7
Company "K" , capt J« B, TENNEY L .25Mﬁy67 ”
. Company npm - Capt H. J. KOLAWOWﬁKI -~ LJJulyb7
Company "M - 1stLt J. D, MURRAY 1Julyb?
STAFF OFFICERS
Exec 0 Maj B. R. CUMMINS ~ 22hpré7.
S-1/A4 jutant 2ndLt G, E. CWSLEY 4 July67-Thugb7
2ndLt J, V. HORTON ginco BAugbd7
§a2 1etLt D. R, DUNAGAN 2501367
S-3 ‘Maj E. S, PIPER, Jr  16Novbb-lAugb7
Maj P. BE. SHAW sinco Shugh?
S 1stLt W. W, KING 19Mayb7?
@ 3-5 1stLt G. B, OWSLEY BAugbT

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENZTH

ENL |
T 1081 3 . 56

PSSIFIER:
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NARHATIV SUMMARY

Thers currently exists in the commend the need for
e Coptain 0402, At present the billet is veing filled by
a It 0302, First Sergeants are assipgned in all companies
and a First Sergeant is currently the Battalion Sergeant
Major, A serious shortage exists in the staff sergeant -
rank, however, in most cases they are adequately filled
by Sergeants.

During the period October through December this
Battalion will experience the loass of 9 officers. The -
Battalion Executive Officer in October, two Company
Cormancers, an $-3 Liason Officer,end the Air Liaison -
Officer in November; the Sl Officer, ths Adjutant, the
Assistant Adjutent, and a Company Executive Officer in -
December.,

The intelligenmce collection and disseminayion effort
in the A0 has devsleped well beyond initial sapesctations.
Aggressive information is being accomplished by small
unit patrola. Debriefing of the patrols by intelligence
section and disgeminatlion of the svaluated and processed
information to subssquent patrols and units has led to
exellent ground coverage and denial of an advantage to the
enerny.

The Dattalion has completed Operation PIKE (lAug-
3 Augb7) =nd Cperatiocn COCHISE (1lAug-2B8Augh?).(Enclosures
(2) end (3)).

Bunker materials and iensatic compasses are critically
short. The Battalions portiow of Hill 63 is prep=red to -
recieve prefabricated burkers far defensive positions. An
area has been resservsd for futire conatruction of a Combat
Operation Center bunker.

The Battalion is operating with approximately 25% of
required compasses, All formal and imformel attempts to
alleviate the shortage heve failed.

At the present time there are no major comnunication
pl‘ Oblema .
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SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF 8.0hiéJCANT EVENTS

1;\xﬂppics R

a. Porsonnel and Administration

(1). Tho Battald on beor "n tho month of Auguut with an
on=roll stronﬂth of l16 Merino Officors, 1065 Morine Enlisted,
L, Navy Officers and Su Navy Enlistod. Our currcnt on-roll
strength is 40 Marino Officers, 1125 Marino Enlistoed, 3 Navy

Officors and 56 Navy Enlisted. -

(2} Two Marine Officors arc TAD to CAG, III MAF,
_ - loaving an cffcective strength of 38 Marine Officers, There
@ o sisc 3 Morine Enlistod not chargoeble end 142 Marino
nlisted nonecffoctive. The current cffeetive strength of
the Bottalion is 3l Morine Officers and 948 Marino Enlisted.

(3} Forty-two Morinc Enligted aro schedulod for
rotation during tho wmonth of Septombor. NWo officors cre
schodulcd for rotatior during Scphomber.

b, Intolligenco

(1 ) Personnol. During [qu€t, the Battalion Intellis
gonco Soction joincd T two Marincs: onc Sergeant 0311, as
~Intelligonco Assistant and ono LCpl, 14h1, cmployed in draft~
ing, torrain, defonsive end post-patrol inteolligonce cver=
lays, Thero was no intollipgence personnel loss,

. (2) Intelligence Colleoction

(a) During the two operations, (PIKE and
COCHIoE) the companies goneratsd ond tranamitted 37 combat
intellipgonece renorts. Theso roports ranged from dotailod
cnecmy cdofonse informetion to specific cnemy movemonts and
intentions, This high lovel was a dirvet result of tho
“intorest in intelligence collection . and reporting by units
and by individual cfforts with gnecial cseistance given by
the attachcd sccouts,

(b) During Opcrotion PIKE, 21 indivicual onony
tronch endé reinforced fighting positions woerc uncovored, re-
cordod and veported, A ficld interrogetion of o drunken
male detainece resulted in idontifying a VC embuch gite to bs
omployed cgainst the buttallon four hours later. Fore

@mmgmmt-
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ad the ambush.and no
1 SAAMICIY

premnr oSS

knowlodge =nd counter mox
coeualtios were sustained

" {e) On Operction COCHISE, ropovtlng continued
to provide tlmely resnongible information, In two companies
seouts nrocogsed all 1nfor1at10n, under the cognizanco of
the Conn ny Commender, and prouhrec all intelligoneco spot
roportg. : :

. 3

(3} Intolligencc Reporting

(a) Eleven Tntylligonc B norts/Spocial Enomy
Activity Swmearics wore ccvolopcu ané dissominated to Coapany
Cormonders and Dhtrol lecders

(b} Soventeen overlaeys !1 50,000 and 1225, 000)
cutlining cneny activitics and cround defoneca wero dovolopod
ond neeged to Commeny Cormandors to supporu pre=-nlanncd
platoon/squad acctivitics.

(c) Whon eo~locasad with the Alpha CP Group,
Beattalion S-2 cssistonte and scouts n“ov1ucu Joteilod bricfe’
ings end cebrisfings of sach peltrol cnd ambush activity,

(1.} Enemy Activity

e., In the Hill 63 Corbat Base croa o, cneny
getivity hes ronged from light sniper fire to enomy PHIONNALse
sance activity end probing our night dis poa1t10ng. It is
believsd cnemy ﬁﬁtiv1ty hau been a failure duc to both the
aggressive day end night pgtrul’ln” cetivitics which have
deterred suCccuuful enemy day and night reconnaissence.

. (b) The cnomy hag been very successful in
deleying withdrawal ond rotircwment tactics, choosing to

hide and ovede our petrols and novericnh, Hewover, through
skillful usc of torrcin ond wide denloynmont of potrol
ectivitics on 17 August 1967 on Cperstion COCHISE, =

corpeny of VOMF was mancuvered into. tl:i» open end practicdlly
destroyed in detail. (see cnclosure {3}) :

(5} Vietnamese Attachments

(a) Interpreotors. Tho Battalion has three
interprotors, onc of whom is considered outstending. Onec
is unmeceptable to all Comany Commanders and to the Intelli-
cence Officer, This 1nterprutor is temmorarily omployed

'TCIOQURE 1l

AIHAHER
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‘with the S~5, The thir

4‘1@;\3&3 é

ot evolds £leld work ond
/. Beroovially the Battalion
ble Vietnamese 1ntorpretor.

-

hes been UA since 18 Iy
has one, effcetive rospons:

(v) Kit Corsons. Four Kit Carsons cre ‘aval-.
ieblo, threc of whom are rocont appointoos. They are providing
excellent combot servico° The threc recont Kit Carsons weroe
Chieu Hoi's early in August 1967. OFf the four Chieu Hoi's
one has excellod in combat, two arc being returned to tho
Chieu Hoi centor ts unsutlsfactovy and the fourth will con=

tinue to bo trained and obserwoa for ot loest one more month,

(c) The snemy suffered the following casualtles
as & rosult of 3rad 3qttellon actions thls month:

VC XIA {conf) ¢ 8L
VC KIL {prob) : 152
oW (WIA) : s
Detainees s 34

c. Irsining

(1} Fow Cays wero available to the Battalion due to
operational commitments, During operational breaks the S=2.
conduotod Indoctrination Schoosls for the new mon, S~2 Scouts
were instructed in forward obseorver and forward air controller
procsdurcs, ‘clesscg in the coare, clecaning, mhlntaln«_co, and
safety of the M16AL rifle and boitvelion weepons, The S=3%
has held twc classes on the empioyrent and core of the "Stor-
lirht Scope™, training 25 non.

(2) 411 units have holl s=hansive cliesses on snmall
unit patrolllnLf tactics, use of suﬁwor+1pr arms, fire disei=-
pline and the "Rules of Engagenocnt',

(3) A1l units PAM firod their ind: vicual and crow-
gerved weapons av loast onee Caring thoe nonth,

(L) Persommel attended the £1l:wing formal schosl
(%) Ckinawa

Vietnamose Language School - 3
GO School )
Armo Technication School -1

2
2

ENCLOSURE 1
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(b) Da¥emse

. Bmbockatlon School =g
B Stur11~ht Scope -2
FAC/[‘H_' . =2

Ammenition Techni icicns =1

d, Oﬁerbtvonq

(1) From 01053ov tc 031200H August 1967 Commpany I,
Compeny L, ond Company C, lst Bn, 5th Marines (OPCON to 3rd
Bn) and tho Alpha Cormand o group participated in Operastion
CCCHISE under Operuflonul Control of tho lst Marine Regiment,
See Aftor Action Report (Enclosure (2))

(2) During fugust the Battalion has provided a

. roinforeod squad c.ally for seeurity m the lst Engincor
Battalion rood sweep from Hill 63 to the interscction of

Song Cem Lau River and Nationel lehway7rA, v

- (3} During fucust the Battelion provided M-
Comnnny 28 bridrze and road ﬂocur¢ty north for the area

Tom Xy to Hill 63, The Battallon has also providel sccurity
for daily enginnor activitios in the vicinity of Hill 63,

() 4% C9,Ls OCE Company I, Compony X, Alph‘. CorrnanL
Group ond Company L, 2rd Bn, 1at ey (GPCON S0 3rd En)
moved from Hill 63 south to the Que Son arca to ostab
o potrol besc as advence preparation Tfor Oporeation CC
(Sce Enclosurce (%))

h

T
L)
HIS

3 [,‘I\

C
&

T

o8 &
of

(5) -4t 180745H Compe

niec & X wore chopned OPCON &
._ to 1lst Bn, 5th Mor for phase II '

croation COCEISQ.

l'\
=~
24

T

(6) 4t 2608l7H Gompeny & ehoppod OPCON from lst
Bn to paront battalion.

(7} At 203310H Corpeny I was chopped OPCON to 1st
Bn, 7th Mar,

o

o (8} £t 261715% Commany I wes chopned OPCCN from
lst Bn tc parent boattaiion.

(9) At 281245% Company K was chopped OPCON to tha
7th Marines.

DECLASSIFIED
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(10) At 29200CH !
HMar -end wes used jointlir «
" destroy mission in pux Sul; oF
Thang Bien the prev1oug nirng

e

"unuuco & search and
foerce that ettacled.

6., Artillery buﬂjorto .on thie Combat Aftor Action Reports
for Operations PIZE and COCHIEE. Sec enclosures (2 ) and (3).

f. Air Supvort

(1) Durins August this Battalion ¢1d not request
heliconter support for internal tactical operations., Heli=-
copter support requirements during operations were handled
by attached Eelicoptor Support_feams attached, Helicopter
support was timely and offcctive, '

(2) Air operstions included fixed wing, rotary wing
. fireo supvressivse supdort and visuel reconnaissance conducted
by AO's in support of Operasticns PINE and COCHISE and for
conb?t)§.truls, Sce After Action Fopcrts {Enclosuros (22
and (3

s

C
vinod or11s+ﬁm nersonncl to nrovide all

(3} Tho Batbalinn has two aviator LLO/FAC's., Thore
ied Lo 1
ther enlistcd or officer FAC teawm(s),

are sufficic t
companics with ¢

(l) The primery mosns of cormunicaticns is the highly
rolieblic ond effoctive AN/PRC-25, OCn Hill 63 during onerctions,
the RC=-292 was utilized extensivoely te increase thu range
end offoetvivenecss of communicctions.

(2) During Opereation COCHISE the AN/PRC<NT7 was
. efi‘octivol?f used to cstablish C OV lCutlJvl with the rear

gchelon, Tho lmPPOSQqu rogults for cutweligh ony logistic
disadvente zes, Tho radioc wog o higﬁ*m '.iVCLlVO link for

the Battalion Commander. {Scoe 4fter Lction Roport cnclosure (2))

(3} The Battalion Geommunicabticn Seetion has catablished
e provontive maintainence pool and meintonenco float, which
focilitates providing frosh T”QIOS o o rotating basis to theo
units, This progrom s »roving to be highly succcssul ly
in mointaining tho rodics o max it roll bility and
availebility.

he Lopistics

(1) Gonoral, The overcll logistic status of the

I

FHNCLOSURE 1
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sroas are (o) leck
1 ghiorbepor of
ng concurrently

Battalion is
of bhunkers
enr«nqqnn

(

}‘ . ;e div &)
recuced 3* ective o ws oFf prioriitlics daily on—the»spot
licison by legistics ond supply personnel with thelr supnortlnU
countorparts in hipgher echelons.

_ (a
Hill 63. Opsrating stool
erected and ar '-nbod to Lid
Pac svpply inspecition wos held August .
insprc'i01 was ho 1@ ori 25 August. The results were s-ti -
factory with mincr discrepancicSe.

tectlon and preservatlion of surnlicy
widerations to »ropere Dottalion for
N
v}

recoivod ﬁrihvﬁhy co
anticipated L3

I, ITI, IV
el "
FLC, De nu [ 1 »
devneonding on 70 and welsni,
by road convoy or holicopter.

{ i 3 = i s
‘ {G)  COne bettelion supply men remeins in Ralang
with remoining bulk gear in a warehousze shersd with 1/5.
¢ - o ) - K3 —~ - .
{e) Priocrity of sur cffort is Jovobed to
mainteining combet cggential itons and »roguring itcms required
for the monacon seoscn.

{n} On 17 Sugus
plazencnt M2ThAZls
A

(20) re i
wes held on 26 Ausust, Result
discrepsmnlos.

(I} Construction. Dus to lock oF ongincor oquirmens
endd materials ocvailibility, construction in the basc camp
has boen minimoel, Dunkor material is on crder. Annroved
p:_nq ineivde congtrushion of o 502 wman mezeg holl, o bet-

elion shower, and wonden structurcs Tox the gtaff scetion~

=l

O.’..Ilceu o
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tivities
ugt dun

..

Training, Ur sompleti £ mCSO
Nati : fmnww* 214)
involving gme
proectl ;on ~\e-'“)nrm.l.o Ths
long r C 1 ig To increase
sanita n 1 proficioncy of the Viet=
noaness h per ¢ them to conduct and nanage
to the arealesy GXuOnt psssiblog their own leocal heelth
fociiitios.

being de-

livcred

~ravaed are
r‘r?nc,s oref.  Ln
romoval wasd eataebliis
will be made bto
neticonal 1moo”t NCS

ne will net reguire

sheds. .

g, Leck of avalleble englneer suppor
and sus celuded uagging woile in the two rﬂfvv
coims 1 thoe 2rd UMt selion, 5 : / ¥
frca of 11:ty3 Ltang have b
cerly ¢ nal tion of tLis VLtCl henlth
the *ofn“ ces arc forzeac crink un

oo i Phu-Huong
IT NI~ 1 3 =
(BT 1iabli=7) aor¢ous;y WubﬁCl oo ; ationals,
- 1% 1967 a 2l round arbiliery mission was reguesied
by the local &RVN Gom nanLer exnd fired by "F' Battery, 2nd
P The i ) lended where called
T v G o v a
(BT L%SQEG) but 3 clvilianz, cight of which wore
children, and woundcod oNne 8

o
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(1) ; Ops. Ioaflcts - doliversd or ettachad
to buildings end vross nlong Sv t; 11 patrols end units,

LYo
A Psy Ops Audio Toom has beon programmed for ecrly Septomber
to support oll pictoon sizel or largzer operctions,. Hoalth
~anC sanitation films haovs beon reoueetcd for showing in con-
junction with MEDCALP activities., A VS mine killed one Viete-
namese and seriously wounded another on 25 hugust 1967, A
request. for loaflcets wes submitted to the lst Division and
photographs of the incident Wwerc provideda

. oo
LRy

RELE
~l

ik
Y
g

DJ ( -

(8) Projects. The followlnr self~-help projects are
in verious sbogos of planning nd uACCJtloﬂ eontingent upon

ovailehiiity of support ond supplies. They ore:

t

o

€. Ballding of o hlgh gchiocl.

G, Construction of a permancnt coment hlock
disnonsary,

¢ Disgtribublon oi soan,

L. Disﬁribution of ceptured rice,
2. Chvonolory of Byonbs

A B

1 Aupugt = Onorction PIXKE commicnend et 01L04COH.

"a Jhain T. L. voogsiomed to let MAW,
T Js By LEWES sy +¢ bUNUS

[\V]

Susizst - Cept B Ao VERDEVELD, Jdr recssipgned to ist AT Bno

3 August - Cpoeration PIKE ted at. 0312G0H,
LODY E, TAKE LEN moageirned to Hgs,

S5th Mariy

Vie $ T + T ., 2 iy 7
il = Met I, S5« PIPER; > rosasiscned to Hyg iIn,
= T, PR
ist Mar Div iG=21,

o THOMPECY, Jr recsripned to Hg, Sth
ok ‘Srﬂp¢vrg

V., R. CAPODLIINO, CHEC USN for cuty

]
in

e ~— @ME;%@“F(ED

1;
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9 fupust

l j_\" gru: e

18 Auvrust

28 Auzcust

26 August

23 hLupust

29 turust

wn

e - - R -

oland ot L% UL for Juty as Be-l1/Ad4 )

¢

f*>in) (Jparue' Hill 45 at
30T ol brae in Que Sony
or Cnerntion ”OFhISE

teiion («){Roin) commencced ths 2
09 Un cr Myoration COCPTS“ i3ee

Company L socvrity patrol on Ighwoy I road
BWG3T C;S”OVGTGQ 21 vounde of Témr anti-

R

FLmL e o oD TU2RNG . The rounds Were
thelir casings, The Engineers dose~
treyed thom iﬁ ploce.

The Alppa Conma u Grovp roturtied to Hill 63

from Opox 'ﬂl JGCHISE,.
Gonwanlbs iy Uqc & woro chopned OPCON to Ist
Toom

Bn, Sth Morines for the curation of Operction
1 I‘T
GOCHISE.

Uomrany K returned to 3f5E

Comu oy T ehopped OP"ON to 1lst Battallon,

7th Maiines,

Compony L zhopned OPCON from lst Battaliony
Sth lerines vo 3/5

-

Coupeny K chopnod 9PCON te 2nd Dattalion, Tth-
Maxrincs,

m N b WD G . o R S N
Corppeny I QFCOX +o Sth Merines for one day

12

— — o — PO,
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3rd Battalic. .= Marines
1st Marine D:.w.slon (Rem) MF
San Francisco, Ga.l:.fom:.a 96602

YMW@ R | g{g_-fl{(:/dab o '

.\’

Froms

To:

Via:

~Subj:
: Ref:

Encl:

T Auvgust 1967
Commanding Officer, Third Battalion, Fifth. Mannes
Commanding General, First Marine Division
Commanding Officer, Fifth Marines

Combat After Action Repor'b

sa) Division Order 3480,1 R\ S
b) 1st Mapknics Frag Order 126-67 . A s

1) Qperationsi Description

§ ngperations Overlay - COPY# ﬁiﬁ; of > _coz 5

I. Code Name, Operation PIXE.

2. Date of Operation, OLOS00H August to 0312COH August 1967,

3. Location. Thang Binh Province, Republic of Vietnam,

 Ys Command Headquarters, Ses Task Organization

5« Task Organization,

LtCol Ts B. WEBSTER. -

" 3rd Battaliﬁg (=) [Rein), Sth Marines

H&S Co (=) '

Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines (Ln Tm)
Det, st SP Bn, (HST)

Det, 1lst Eng Bn

Det, Hq Co S5th Marines (Scout~Sniper Tm)

Co I (Rein) ' Capt F, M, BURKE

Co Il
Det, H&S Co
* Det, Med P1t
Det, 8lmm Plt (FO Tm)
Det, .Comm Plt (FAC Tm)
Det, Int Sec (Scouts, Interpreters a'xd Chieu

Det, Btry' F, 2nd Bn,' 11th Harines (FO Tm) - l‘@ﬁ)@p QS%FHE[!D

Det, 1lst Eng Bn

Det, lst SP Bn (HST) o
Det, Hg Co 5th Marines (Scout-Sniper Tm)

-
1 ) Ervelosres’s

DECLASSIFIED
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‘Capt He Jo KOKALOWSKI Jr,

Det, Med P1t |
" Det, 8lmm P1t (FO Tm)
Det, Comm P1t (FAC Tm)
De‘b, Int Sec (Scout and Chieu Hoi)
~ Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn,Tlth Marines (FO Tm)
Det, 1st Eng Bn
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST) :
Det, HBq Co 5th Marines (Scout-«Snmer Trm)

Co C 1lst Battalion, Sth Marines {Attached) = Capt H. C.-JOHISON Jr.
Co C (Rein) . '
Det, H&S Co

Det, Med P1t

Det, 81mm P1Lt éFO Tm)

Det, Comm Plt {FAC Tm)

Det, Int Sec (Scouts and Chieu Hoi) .
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 1lth Marines (FO Tm)
Det, 1st Eng Bn
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST)

Det, Hq Co 5th Marines (Scout-Sniper Tm)

3rd P1t, Co B, 1st Eng Bn ond Lt J. B, MILLS
2nd Plt Co B, ist SP Bn 1st 1Lt R, W. BAXTER
- ':’\\‘ - Battalion Réserve -
- Co K {<) (Rein)
Capt J.R. TEENEY |
Co K (Rein)- 3
Det, H&S Co 4

Det, Med Plt
Det, 81lmm Pt (FO Tm)
De‘o, Corm P1t (FAC Tm)
Det, Int Sec (Scouts)
Det, Btry F 2nd Bn 11lth Marines (FO Tm)
Det, 1st Eng Bn
Det, 1st 8P Bn (HST)
Det, Hq Co 5th Marines (Scout-Sniper Tm)

6. Supporting Forces

" a, Artillery _
(1) From commencement of Operation PIKE at 312000H July 1967

DECLASSIFIED
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na '
7 August 1967
until completion at 031200H iugust, the 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
received direct artillery support from Batiery F, 2nd Battalion, 1lth
Marines, At no time during the operation was the Battalion mthout
artillery support. Battery F 2/11 fired a total of 15L) rounds in:

support of the opération either in observed fire missions by the forward
observer and aer:.al observer or harrassing and mterdlct:.on fires,

- (2) On D-day at appmx:i.matelv 093015 2 cooz‘t.ma.tlon pro*lem cecured
which resulted in an elapse of about an hour in getting sunporting amms
on target, The problem occurred in getting clearance to fire, The
nmission was cleared by the FSCC!'s at the 1lst Bn 1st Marines and the

1st Marine Regiment but denied by Division FSCC., After a second attempt,

glearance was still denied by Division FSCC, but was finally cleared
after repeated attempts,

(3) There occured on D+1 an unfortunate event, Company I on
objective D received one WP 105mm long round which was fired in
registering night defensive fires, There were three minor caosuslties

- and immediate remedial action was taken by Battery F 2/11.

“be gdr

(1) ' During Operstion PIKE there were no periods where weather was
a deterrent to the utilization of close air support.

(2) Fixed wing support was used extensively during the ver:.od
D-day and D+l on a nultitude of tarpets, A total of ten fixed wing

missions were run in support of elements of the 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
on these two days,

(3) A rgissions were observed by aerial observers and monitored
by the forward dir controller. Target coverasze was excellent,

(4) The AN/PRC-25 was used exclusively for communicestions with
the aerial observer and the AN/PRC-l]1 was used for monitoring the fixed
wing net by the FAC, Both proved t9 be highly reliable,

.~~Ta Intelligence

a8« During the planning phase of Operation PIKE, the Battalion
Intelligence Sumary listed the following enemy units w1thin the
1st Marines area of operation:

V25anstre h of 300(+

105 Bn (e{emenggtof) w/stre%gth of 250(+)

2nd Bn, 3rd NVA Regt (unknown elements and strength)
78th Co (possible 1st VC Regt) w/strength of 200(-)
Q.12 Co w/strength of 100(-)

Local Guerrillas w/strength from 150 to 350
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by Within 3rd Dattalion, 5Sth Fariues, ybjoctive arcas ALFA
‘bhrour;b DELTA, elemento of two loc:l juerilla conmenies and anoro,cmatel,{
WA/ trocps were encountered., There were mized reports on De1 and D-2
o; enc:u:r troops in a wide varity of uwnifoms, none of which nrovided
sufficient information to develope wnit IL/0GT, |

cs The first major encounter of “he operation was with five

VG saip ers, armed vith at least cne ‘-3",..L, one Mel rifle and three othe
uniknown bolt action rifles. This ¥ force fired from well concealed
‘positions, 2CC to 250 meters east of the Pavtalion CP, This sniner
groun fired approximstely LC rounds of SAT at 2 groun of six Hath:lion ¥
personnel uearchlng a seciion of ilien Hu~ong village, & personnel .
returned 30 rounds SAF at the sniver pesibticns and the enemy withdrew to ¢
renge of 450 meters. This distance was closed by * he CI‘ personnel

. to about 300 meters and an additionsl 15 »ounds of 5:F was exchanged, The
snipers withérew completely from Si renge when a 3.,. rocket team fired '
three rounds at the sniper's las® kno:m position, An air strike followed
with excelle*n, targe’ coverage and the encwmy broke contact,

d. Letainees. The Dattalicn nrocessed the following Pi's and
debeinees: '

Pui's: Seven
Imnocent Clvilians: Three (u.].l released following nrocessin 2)

(1) Included in the Pi's nrocessing was the wounded paymaster
of 2n¢ Coupany, LOth i ”‘a‘btalion, 1sh VO Goste Zdentified by onestioning
and docvrients as NIUYDN-JANBA, this PW stoted that while his Uattalion
IR ¢ Heginent remained in southewest itlen lue, he was recently postcd to
ar taivnrﬂr\r duty 4n the 3rd Battalion, 5th rarincs objective ares with two
, missions 1)Oscz_-ve. and train in counter~U.Se Marine Corps opetabions
ands 2) to serve ‘as paymastoer of the two locwl gverilla companies operating

1

in %hat area. ‘ , i

(a) =309 cleimed to be ':"‘.fl.ztfiv; Feon is nalmester L
";o the status of “i‘lghter" lle steiad thal other "tcchnicians" in che L
i Hegiment wore ulso beingy retained in conbet leadership fieldw Aecoriing

t.o fUYEY, moral in the 1st VO Heziment was noor.

(b) This P¥ was ccln‘bUf‘C’d during & Jompany T contact with 15 VO
at 10304, 3 ingust 1567, ¥Fleeing V7 tried ‘to extract him from the tarcet.
arca, bu'o facing the Yarines sweening the ares, they took MWYIHI's rifle
end ran,

(e} “BUY™N wvs costured ok Ui,hho 57, one Chi-Comn .;zrenac';e .
and cartridge belt, He stated he entered the area with 50,00C “V¥, 'he
grenade wos destroyed in the field, The 1L,LLO “Vil were turmed over to
the $=2 of the Sth Marines, :

L
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(2) PW indicated a desire to "Chieu HoiM for {larines and wes
tired of the Vi. Several sttempts were mnde (o extroct the wounded P,
including request for Smergency MEDEVAG (F1i8)e The Battalion was advised by .
IB3T echelons that no Vietnamese can be given =3, At 1300, 3 Auwzust, Corpany
1 execubed a tactical movement in which GV eoilé not be o rried, Ye
was left with water, minor medicel swvpplies, rations, and a nearhy Vietnamese
woman was informed of his vosition,

, f. The Battalion cantured and nrocessed over 52 documents of

somc intellizence which were passcd to both the lst Marines during the
opersbion and the Sth Marines on k iugust. In addition to the uniforms,
medical supplies, and a booby=trap command-device that were forwarded to 1lst
Harings, four unifom articles, militsry blankets, and foreira "782¢ seeor
had to be nuwrned inthe field duc %0 the lack of helicontor aveilabililyve

: . N . . . : /2
Ze Habttalion intellirnence nersonncl) intervicwedeinterrozated 10

local villagers during le3 August, and much of this information proved to be

of tactical value, ieve, on the evening of 1 Avgust, a drunk 50 7sar 0lc
Vietnaness stimbled into the Babtalion zrea, Upon questioning the following
mornim;;, this source revesled the location of 2 trench net and an esmiush sibe
Just below Corpany C'sabjeotive area, Recalving this information, Comnany

C conducted o ground reconnaissance and ooeserv.d uniformed VC in the area
cescrived, The resuliinz ground and air reconnaissance of this susnected
area (1 1969) resulted in one arty and dwo 2ir strikes on eneny in the ~rea.

he Several local source refercnces ware made to the ho Ba
morket area, ©T 2047, as the logistic center of local V2 units; the fishing
harilets, ruming intrece from BT 177507 in a southeast trace to M 221159;
Dony; Lam villoge at 3T 1WLLIS, and Vishine Weirs at BT 215L42,

i. Terrain. 7The terrain from Hizhwey 1 in the vicinity of 7T '.Iltll5
to objective 4 (2T1650), = (57 1di9), = (UT18L7), 2nd B("T 23hS), inclusive -
cf the objective areas, was correctly diszrarmed on the Al map sheets,

_series 1T 66L0T with the followinz exeptions; a stream bed was found with

shallew rmning water in specific trace of the irregular path now shown
from BT 185467, south to RT 18646¢C,

5
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8. Mission

During the conduct of Operation PIXS3, the 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
was assizned the mission of providing blocking forces for the attacking
glements of the 1st Marine Regiment and to conduct thoroush, methodical and

" aggressive patrolling in the immediate area of the blocking positions.

9« Concept of the Operation

At 312000 July, three Companies I, L and C left Hill 63 (BT 133454)
on foot and moved generally north east after crossing the bridge on highway
1 at BT 145456 to take up company blocking positions on Of;ject:_ves ‘A, D and
G respectively, All three positions were occupled by H-lihours on D~day.

. 10, Exe cu{.ion
a. 29 July 1967

(1) At 2915008 the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, Sth Marinmes
received the First Marines Operation Order for Operation PIKE.

b. 31 July 1967

(1) 311300H ~ Company C 1st Bn, S5th Marines was assigned operational
control to 3rd Bn, 5th Marines for Operation PIKE,

(2) 312000H - A1l units left the 5th Marines Combat Base at Hill
63 and moved across Song Lyly River on Highway 1 BT 15h6, 1547, 1548, and
1649 to a company release point, 2t which time Company I moved mdependently
to occupy Objective A’ { see operation overlay); Company L and the CP moved
into ObJectlve B (see operation overlay).

c. 1 August 1967

W, (1) it OL0S0CH Company G received sniper fire while moving onto
“ . ObJective C, Returning fire they observed two VIf males run from the area
where the sniper firing was initially received, Upon failing to halt when
challenged in Vietnamese they were fired on. One was killed and the other
captured and forwarded to the Battalion S-2,

(2) At O1053CH, Company L received sniper fire from the hamlet.on
Objective B, They returmed fire and upon searching the area they found a &
blood trail leading to the river. Interrogation of villagers indiecated about
30 VC had been in the hamlet and fled by boat across the river as Company L
entered the hamlet.

DeeLassiviky
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(3) 4t 010930, a five man V3 unit opened fire on a six man Marine
unit on & hamlet search killing two Marines., When fire was returned the
VC unit broke contact and was taken under fire by small amms and a 3,5 -
rocket at coordinates BT 17LL8L and BT 176185, The aerial shserver called
an artillery mission and air strike by fixed wing aircraft, with excellent
target coverage. Search of the area by ground units revealed seven
structures destroyed, 10 structures damaged and 50 meters of trench 11ne
destroyed. : :

(l4) At 011100H Company C received 50 rounds of automatic weapons
fire on their position from two VC in green uniforms at coordinates
BT 192h7h. Company C retumed fire and killed one of the VC approxlmately
2Ly years of Zge, and capture a map and other documents which were forwarded
. tothe Battalion S-2 No weapon was found,

(5) At 01120LH the aerial observer called a fixed wing mission on
30 to L0 VC at BT 201L55 with excellent target coverage. The aerial '
observer assessed 9 confimmed KB4 which he could observe, and 11 KBA
probable, There were no ground units available to search‘the area,

(6) it OlthOH Company C received one WIA from sniper, When '
the MEDEVAC came into the 17 it began to receive fire from a light machine
gun at coordinates BT 192L69. A 36 round artillery mission was fired and an
area search by a combat patrol revealed three large blood trails and drag
marks id the area,

(7) 4t OL171CH Company L perimeter observed a junk approximately
20' long by 8' wide moving south on the river with six or eight VC who
fired into the Company L perimeter. A 3.5 rocket team sunk the junk about
600 meters south of Objective B with one WP and one HE 3.5 round, The
six men began swimming to -shore, two were killed in the water and the other
four were shot and fell onthe shoreline and could be observed at sunset
that evening.

(8) At 011830H Company I received small arms fire from four ¥C on
the east bank of the river across from Objective A, BRaturming small ams
and automatic weapons fire, the four VG were killed and observed to be
in the same position an hour later,

7
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(9) Units remained in placs throughout the night and conducted
local combat and security patrols in the vicinity of their positions as
previously stated.

de 2 August 1967

(1) 4t first light all units began conducting local combat and
security patrols.

(2) A4t 020830H a combat patrol apprehended one VN male in green
shirt and short pants, approximate age 29 years old who had no ID card.
He attempted to run from the patrol as it approached BT 020945, * Detainee
forwarded to Replmental 5-2, '
Lat 1B :
(3) At 020930H the 3rd Battallon, Sth Marines received the order
to occupy Objective D, Company I commenced to occupy Objective D,

(L) 4t 021215H, Company I while moving received sniper fire from
BT 168L80., Returning small amms fire and searching the area they found one
VC WI1i, who shortly thereafter died of wounds, one U,S, Caliber 30 M-1, -
serial No. 1 7L663L, 26 rounds of U,S, Cal, 30 ammunition, photographs of
uniformed troops and various other documents,

(5) At 021315H, a Company C squad combat patrol observed 15 VG
in black PJ's and with weapons in a small tree line, An artillery mission

was fired with excellent toverage. Sweep of the area revealed blopdy
clothes, drag marks, and blood trails (nine VC probable),

(6) At 0215L0H a platoon combat patrol from Company I engaged
five VC in black PJ's with weapons. The patrol caught the VC by surprise.
- and fired fifty rounds of machinec gun fire, Two VC fell and weres -
observed being carried off by the other three,

(7) 4t 021700H a squad patrol from Company C a 15 man VC unit
with weapons. The squad contacted the aerial observer and pointed out
the targets The aerial observer called fixed wing missions by Oxwood,
Swiss, and Miss Moffett, There was 1007 coverage, Ground units swept

the area and observed 6 VC KBA confirmed and 5 VC KBA probable. No
weapons or equipment was found,

(8) At 021820H Company I while moving to Objective D received
fire from BT 20L462 by two V€ dressed in black PJ's, Returning fire they
killed one VG confirmed and observed the other run off with both wezpons,

(9) At 02183CH the resupply helicopter for Company C received
sniper fire at the L7 on Objectime C from BT 199477. The scout sniper
returned fire and killed one VG, the other ran into the tree line,

'8
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‘He returned to the body of the fallen VC about 5 minutes later and picked
up the weapon, Before squad could get to the area the wounded VC was
observed to limp off into the tree line with both weapons, The searching
squad found one dead VC and a bloed trail that disappeared into the tree
line, .

- (10) At 021830H Company I occupied Objective D,

(11) At 021920H Company I received one 105mm WP round on their
position while registering night defensive fires. They sustained three
minor casualties, The long round is considered to be caused by faulty
. ammunition, not human error.

(12) The remainder of the night Company L and the CP on Objective
B, Company C on Objective C and Company I on Objective D continued local
- combat and security patroling, '

e. 3 Avgust 1967

(1) &t first light all units commenced aggresive small unit combat
patroling and maintaining blocking pOSltlonS in support of the maneuverlng
units of Operatlon PIKE.

(2) At 030946H a squad combat patrol, from Company G challenged
two VN males at coordinates BT 189478, Doth men ran, one was shot and the -
" other ran into a hut, The squad sezrched the hut and captured the other
man, Both men dressed in black pajamas, the dead VC had an old green
utility jacket in his shirt, the captured VO was found with a new khaki
uniform, The clothing end prisoner were forwarded to 1st Marines S-2,

(3) At 03103CH a Company I squad combat patrol received 30
automatic weapons rounds from approximately 12 VC in a tree line at
BT 207457. They returned fire and called an artillery mission with excellent
target coverage, Searching the area they found many blood trails and
captured one VC with cartridge belt, one ChiCom grenade, 1L,LLO piasters
and assorted papers (See paragraph 7 Intellegence,)

(4) At 031030H Company I!s scout sniper fired at 7 VC in a tree
line at BT 219458, he saw two VC fall., An artillery mission was called with
excellent target coverage. Search of the area revealed bloody clothing,
drag marks and the two VC killed by the scout sniper,

(5) At 031200H operational control of 3rd Rattalion, 5th Marines
was returned to the 5th Marine Regiment for return to the Combat Base
Camp on Hill #63

DECLASSifIED



3121 '
7 August 1967

11, Raéults

a. Enemy

: (1) The following is an assesment of VC personnel casuAlties
inflicted, ' ‘

(a) VC KIi (confirmed) - 26
(b) VC KIA (probable) - 62
(c) Detainees - 6

(2) The following is a compilation of enemy equipment and
material captured or destroyed: ' ‘

(2) US Cal 30 M=l -1
(b) ChiCom grenades -2

(¢) Rounds of small arms = 55

(d) Uniforms ' - 6 sets

(e) Mise clothing and g
materials - 5 1bs

(f) Documents - 3 1bs

by Friendly
(1) XIA - 3 ( one DOW) -
(2) wia -7

12, Administration

a, Jesuwnly

(1) Resupply of ammﬁnition for Company C was accomplished from
the logistic support area at Hill #63

(2) The HST net was used.as a logistical and helicopter control
net, ‘

(3) Nonavailability of helicopters, which necessitated leaving a
valuable prisoner, was also a controlling factor in overall support.,

10
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be Maintenance, Normal maintenance was accomplished in the fieid. ,.
ce Treatment of casuwalties, evacuation and hospitalizatioﬁ:
(1) Evacuation of persomnel was accomplished smoothly and
usually with a minimum of time, Again, availability of helicopters was

a determining factor,

de Transportation, 7There were no problems encountered with transe
portation, '

s Communications

(1) The AN/PRC=25 was the principle means of communications and
as usuval provided highly relisble in voice communications, No problems
were encountered by the Babbalion switching to the lst Marine Regimentls

~ tactical net., v 4

- {2) The RC-292 less the AB~125 was used to extend the range
and power of the AN/PRC-25, It proved adequate,

f, HMedical Evacuation

(1) Total number of medical. evacuess = 12
(2) Killed in Action - 3
{3) Wougea 1N foblom - 7
(4) Wounded in Action NonFEvmo -k
(5) Non Combet Deaths . 0

13, Commanderts. Analysis

Tl}is Battalion on Operation PIKE provided blocking forces for the
e}ttacklng elements of the lst Marine Regiment and. conducted patrolling
in the area of the blocking positions,

The initial night movement enabled the Battalion to close on the
blocking positions with minimal enemy dection, In the usual case the

warning gongs and drums were sounded as the column entered the hamlets
and villages,

11
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One coordination proiilem occured on D-~day which resulted in a one
hour delay in clearing an artillery mission. The mission was cleared by
the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines and lst Marine Regiment FSCC!'s on the
~ground but was not cleared by the 1st Marine Division FSCC until the

third'time the request was made., This resulted in the target being
able to move out of the aréa of observation., (See para 6a§

A conflict developed also between the III MAF SCOP for Combat and Air
Operations and the Division SOP:for Intelligence on the evacuation of
Vietnamese from the field, The Combat‘:and Air Operations SOP states
that Vietnamese will be évacuated on a routine basis énly. The Intell:L—
gence S0P, Sec 8 para 3b, states that if a PW is an extremely important .

one;, he ca.n be evacuated on a priority or emergency status depending on’ the :

situation, The Battalion was forced to treat and abandon a wounded,
confimed VC, (See para 7d)

Opei'ation PIKE was considered succes'sful both in experience gained and
in disor'g»énizing the loecal Viet Cong,

by direction

.
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Operational Description for Operation PIKE

1. The concept of Operation PIKE was for the 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
to establish a series of blocking positions west of the Troung Giang
River in grids BT 1551, 1649, 18L47. These positions were to be occupied
by H ~1% Hours on D~day, in order to block and delay the enemy forces
from withdrawing while the attacking forces of the First Marines made
their sweep., In addition, the Battalion upon order, would occupy a
blocking position in grid BT 21LS to prevent enemy exfiltration,

2. The First Marines were to attackon D=day, on a line from BT 1845
to BT 2156 and to conduct search znd destroy operations on their drive

south aczoss-phase lines Blue and Green,

3. Operation PIKE was designed primarily to conduct search and clear
operations to destroy enemy operational bases, disrupt enemy lines of

communications, and deny the enemy access to the supply caches in the
area. .

ENCLOSURE (1)
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1. Sertembér 19567

.. Prom: bormhndlng Cfficer

To: Comnanding Officer, S5th Marines
Subj: Cowhsat After Acticon Report

Ref: (a) Division Order 3480.1
/;B) Sth Marines Frag Order 2-67

Encl: “(1) Operation Cverlay

l. Code Name = Oporatlon COCHISE.,

2. Date of Opara.: 4 11050CH August 1967 to 181700K hugust
1;967’; » . . - ’

3. Location of Operatigge Guang Nam and Quang Tin Provinces,
Republic of Vietnan. o

i, Command Headgquarters. Sec Task Organization

5« Tasgsk Orgzanizction

3rd Bottalion (~)(Rein) Sth Morines  LtCol C. B. WEBSTER

&3 €O (=)

Det, Biry F, 2nd Bn 1ith Morines (InmTm;
Det, lst S.P. Bn (EST)

Deu, 1st Eng Bn

Det, Eg Co, +'h Mariness (Scout-~Sniper Tm)

““Co I (Rein) : ‘e
Co I
Dot H&S Co
Det, Mod Plt
Det, B8lzma Pit (FO Tn)
Det, Com Plt (FAC Tm)
Dot, Int Scc (u“OUtS, Interproters and Chisu 301)
Dot, Biry F, 2nd Bn 1lith Mar (F0 Tm)
Det5 is%h gnﬂ Bn
Det, Hq Co St ar (Scout-Sniper Ta)

Co K {Rein) Copt Jo Ra TENNEY

Co K
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Det, H&S
Det, ‘
Det, ; \
Det, s
Dot, , Inter@reterg
Det, le
}ﬂ-’ Detg QS o ;
‘ Iy (ScoutNSniper Tm)
Co L (Rein) 3rd Bettalion, lst Merines
{attn n@u

3121
1 Scptember 1967
and Chisu Hol)

Capt J.

LG) N
ont, Intoerprotor and Chieu~Hoi)
ilth Mar (FO ) :
™)
3 t, Png Bn endlt Jo B. MILLS
211(1 “Jlt, CO B"; ]SL. SuPo Bn :);S-‘:ILt Ro ‘»‘":To B‘ﬂh}(TER

S 0B0G
Htry 'y 2nd Bn, 11th Merines

Det,
Dot, 1st Eng Bn
Det, 1st SP Bn (p&ﬂ)
Det, Hq Co Bth Marings (uCOUt, Snipor
6, PBupporting Foreos
o. LArtiilery

Tm)

Copt H, KOLAKOWEKY,Jr.

cnd Chignu=Hoi) -
(PO

Tm

1109001

(1) Trom the commencement of Operation COCHI%E at,
Augnet 1967 until tho torminaticn of Phase I at,

1809304 iugust 1967 the Battalion roceoived dircet nItlllory

supno=t - £

o’ Dalte, Foxtrot, Foxtrot X-ray, and Whisky
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Botterics of Ui

12th Marinc

s

(2]

canscht cons

wore cancellcd becoude of corrmni
resulted in

(3)

Se

n Louaesion thoe Botialion
This did nct ecause any aig

lst Battalion,
aveﬁ thouch -

3G
n
ks

Cn severa) cecasions communice fions and comrmuni~
aticns discipline between the babttery, the FO, and the FSCC

ide
an,

A

the Bettalion
b1 [Lll"'
(]
L

v
roble concorn, in somo instances fire missions
caticn difficultics thot
u1°OCCﬁuaf]c doloy in obtaining cloeroneo.

rtillery and morbters wore used oxtensively by
end subordinato units during the oporotione

During Phoase £ of Cpcratiorn COCHISE o total of

19 fixsd wing
the 3rd Battclion, 5th Marincs,

(2)

¥y

ond 8 UH-1l® miseions woro flown in supwnort of

11 missions coenbrolled by & tecticel Lir

Controller (Airbhorns) snd monitored by organic Forward Air
Controllisrg. Alr support wag rapid and tactical tearget

COVOTafC Was

3}
Py
uoqcrvov, b
rovenonts 1"
uboGI‘Vubl

-

(13
4.7
serves to ?ovcal how devastatiy
An AO gzpctt
the targ“4
‘110VL« au nick
of the &
“ -
i weeno

1

ruoc

LT

1
=

]

excellent.

Thie Battalion utilized cs aveileble the air '
oth fized wing and holicopter, in support of all
cr immwcdicte, flenk cng deep erca coverege. JThoelr

n caepability proved 1nvhlu.bloa
On 16 hLvgust, o vivid ample oceurrcd which

ol
whi
¥ly ©
soY
cop

:ilfcruund teem can bo.
the enony md
ch fixed tho on
o dtback cnd blc
1x.v30 The ground os
tured ond NUEOTONS <

5 no bime wos wonther o Joberpront bto ocir
he AN/PRC~25 redio wos uscd cxbeonsively and
r corrmnications with the T40{4)}., The AN/PRC

2l in the £icld beceuse of the difficulty in
'3ﬁalo Difficulty was oncountcrad freq~

1nb with other aircroaft, primerily

't woro not proncred to come un on the

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

o ¢

7, Intelligonce

Cacrakite a. v,

&e Tho cnemy Forses
Phage I; worc not oro
clements theresf, fo

on COCHISE

attalion of

ntember 1967

e

rce pgucrriilea

Ignogn
componics and #electad et /village o scgucdss This
intclligonco was possed to the Battalion Commender, Stof
end Unit Commenders in estimete. bricfing and “verJ ey form

b, In eddition to the g cstinmate the following
cnewy units were Hont_iied 28 holng disposed in the genercal
eron oft the Phase I zone of ection or within Adistance to
possibly influcncc the achtion:

70th Ba, ist VO fegh o
409th “n; Sanper ’ -
(nL Bn (LF)

8% Bny %YJC. )

gt, ond NV Div (NVL)
r] t Tan Lan To :
U/ Bn, 21st togh
Y/J?lnu Lyty Co
F/105 U/I Tnit
V/16 Comneny

a0

et Siz other U1 Unite of unkmowrn size not groohe

then company sbranghh.

c

Lopost o3
ount

T
o1 1 sred b

« n Intelligenee catimate of enomy
ces8 o r¢ Battell
Include

b
(SR t=t]
o

4]

o

Two VCIHF Companivs, opdérating indepondently and withe-

out reinforsnent capelbilities:.

wo reint o

Locel prorriilas: Toj
groussg oF 5 to 20: arnsd ond uns

on; 5th Morincs during Phase

Wiile loceal villagorss Civil Defendant Detoinees and
Pdls provided a substantial amount of timoly and tactically
uscblo torrain ocnd cnemy informetion/ir *ul]loenco, no aoncry
wnit identifications were develoned Ffrom detaineces during
Phese 1,
d., TIntelligonse Collestion and Dissemination

‘1) During Phose I, battalion intellizonce rorsonnel

DEGLASSIFIED
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1 Sepbtomboy

screoncd by Intorviewsiitorroogasiun, e follow
of VN N.tlonu135

"",f"°a 3

Dete*neo 1, Civil Dofondgnts -~ 12
{2) Intervicws and in torregaticns of above mentionod
te rennvts of onbmy lecetion,
and
&

a
naticnals produced 21 separa :
¢i pos4uLJr, storage sites: nost importent during Prhase I,

3 1
roecent movonients of individuals ond units.

(3) Throe geparate YN nationeals (2 detainess and on®
innocent civiiian) »rovided namss and location of loecel

puerrillas.

/\

. i1} Devloyed eompanies wadisod 1} separcte intelli~
gencoe srpobt revorts kLo Latt lion 8<2, during Phrse I, This

wes a now high for company intolligence, collceticn and
roporting on o singic cperation.
(5} cphured docuwments rongoed from mein force squad

& sub-hamleb, YO Tex St“”ﬁq and reeont tax collecticn
georis, to invontorics of puls“nnel provorty ond live stock
0ld by VC,

agaderis nOZOb”Gk, unit equipmont ilsta, a defensc ovarloy
- ~

5) Contured rice tot
destroved in place because of
from the storoge sites.

" ©0¢ pounds which v 2s
-

0
ability to “““nSUOT it

ceo Comrunications Intelligence
f: } On 1[; A‘lv ust ) whi
BT 052300, the bat talion tas®
one Vietnemese 1anﬂ“"gc on 2.3 A Chieu-HEoi
TﬁL a J«u@ Morine 1ntorpro+u , 1 rmd the
transmission. asting anore: 21y 23 BlﬁltC%, tlils trans-
mlsslon Wog _vondlflod as cncr# ) 1eib! ut on subse=
quent onolysis, morc probably VMRS, The Lpe nsq¢3340u :
consisted largely of o becticel reguost to store weanons sand
chanze a roube of cnenmy movemsnt to arold U.S, Alrcrafh,
Sevoral locations and events wore nmentionod clso, Within
two hovrz c¢f thig intercent, tho Bth Morinos Commond Post
£

Jir the attack in
,pvratar noticed

Cispatehed on &irsra'z Dicieun of the Vistromesce and English
conics of this trengmission.
&

Fir)
Go-
=
)
D
2]
[ pacnmma]
=A
—
R
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1 September 1967

25

) (2) On Jé‘ S
the 4lpha Command proup
tacticel communications,
tihils arce is o "doead spoce”

ricinity of BT 137228
tloclkout” of 211
neiderctions indicate the

for high frequency RF transmissions,

8, Mission

During the cunduct of Operation COCHISE; the 3rd Bﬂttalion,
S5th Merines weos °qsigneu the misgion of so archlng for and
destr“"lnb encmy forces, supplies and ¢ ulpmont in assigned
zone, and to conduet thorough, methodical and egpressive
aweens to kill cor drive the eneﬂy into the-blocking nogitions

ostablished by cther friendly unitss,

9, Concept of Operztion

At 092 00H Lugust 1967, tho Alpha Comaend Gfoup cnd con-

ponies I, K, end L; 3rd oh lest Merines (attached) depnrted

the Combet Base £t Hill nb“ and moved generelly southwest
aleng Highw 7 535 to en aroca south of Cue Son (BT Ch33 and
0L32) ond thenes to the atback positions east of Nui Lac Son,.
(Sze Enclosure (1)). :

10, Dxccubticn
2. & Lugust 1967

(1) A%
2C

.QO OH the Comnungwn" Officer, 3rd Botta 110n,
Eth Marinces re & =

.
eived the Fifth Merines owders for Operation COCHISE.

(2) At 24j00H the Alphe Commend Group with Cvaulles
E and L Ceagrtcg Hill #63 to eatablieh o potrol bao ab
O ‘320 : .

Cao 10 Iagast 1967

(1) L4t 093CH the Al: sha Comriand Group and Company L
tablished a Patrol saef 2t 5Q Cchi5328, Comma ny I nLEF
013323 and Commony I ot BT 038325, A1l units conductod pat-
rclling in thelr assignod creas throughout the remainder of

) At 1828H a 12 yeer 01d VN boy showed Co K the
2T 045323} of a 60mm morter round ripszod as a booby
Ca

(&)

The VN boy was rewarded with 100 piastros

(2) Lt 230CH Co I departed u1eir trul bose ond
begaon movenent-to the attack pogsition.
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3121 v
1l Sentember

() hase and began
movenent to {2)s

{1) the 41pha Zommond droud and Co L deparbted
their »atrol began meovermsnt Yo the attack position,
{ace Tnelos

§F Lo ST g - U R 2 - LT

\2) Av CBCOH il wunits wers iu position.

Lt GO51H the orcer was received to commence tho

_ (L} Lt 0900H all units crossed the lime »f Jeverture
end comieneced attacking in thelr aqsimneT Zones,

"

P At L030E Co I while in the atteck raceived aporox=-
imately 60 rounds S/L firc end 50 vounds of AW fire from 3
VC ot uOJTCin”tOS BT 053?3 Co I roburncd sncll arms fire,
alleld an artillery mission and vthe AQ controlled cn eir-
strike by UH~1E punshins. 4 swoep of the area revealed a scb
ery dloody clothss indicating one VO EIL (probablcj.
Pricndly onits sustoined two hluh:m

(6} At IOLH Co X discovered o sorics of cave hype
ﬁ:,inﬂ holes 67 wide x B8' long end ¥ nigh with o living
geta) ufl6fxu adjeccent to the ceve, Suorch of tho orce

_.O\

rove 1oG & cache of wore thar 1000 lhz of rice., Fermission
wes gronted o Gestroy the rice ol caove campi@x@

Vil male ob P 060292 wilio had

5 At 1600H Co T found
: malc c¢iaimed to have .

been bandcgel professionally.
a
()

[
been wounded by arbtillery thet ied any knowledge
cf tho VC in the ayes end woulld 1 where e had received
‘hia medic: ox

Mele TN waon and foruarced £o 'tho

Rogiment:

(8) A% 1700H Co L an¢ the Al
estoblished o potrol base at BT 055??
Co X ot BT 065298, L4311 unite condusto
writy petrola throughout the nighi.

pha Commeand. Group
3: Co I ot BT 059298;
f o

local combet end zec=

e, 12 fugust 1967

(1; Lt 0315E Co L ond the Alpha Command Group received
eporoximetely 10 rounds of inccfing morbar five in and near’
the petrol bases No domage or injurics worguansfoinad, AL
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Seobsembor 1967

first light throc
c_.n(.; th“ tc.*l
Mnauu395? Lot

12) 4% O%U0H Co K found o turnmel 5% high end 3t wide
Kl

he petrol basc
he nerkings

300 meters long with seve living compartments off the
n tunnel. Therc wors cupty C-rations cens inside. Indice-
ns wore bthat the tunnel had net been recently useds, Mﬂ[l"
rg doctroyed thoe turnel comnlisz with 40 crafsring chorgs

g_m T
b)

ct i3 M

G e g_': }_‘)‘
QO

(2]

{3) At U930H Co I found two (2) bometo con mincs end
one (1) 250 1b dud bhomb,  FALL were Jeshroved in place,

ll) rha Cormond and Conbhn L estﬂbllsho
e natrol base T ot u95£9b¢ Co K ot 088305, 411

unlts concducted oggressive combat end sceurity notrols thr01rhm
out the nighb. '

XY e o e L D -~ o
(B} Lt 21153 Co X woceived & M=7% rounds
;','"

3}

[a]

,(‘_l

2 J=
Erie

rounds @mail ormg fire northwost. o K oo 10
round A0za mevbar i yalcts chaed tae
cron with nepative o caesualtics.
(6} 3 01 ohsorvedld
movement In rouncs of small
orma, zoorc VC wonmon in black
™ jomas wit o) d treail ani drag
merks loading LO ohb roollne The squad gecrched the troe
line but lesgt the trail and returned $o an alb O,Auto ombush
gito.

L

seoived 3 “‘unu“ d=79 ond L
. hl

7"\

[V ok R o " e e -
.O:‘)(J‘U.-;; SUe OERLET WO

(h)‘ At 0539? CQHJaay T, Corme 7 L mG the ALPHA
the Company K b afrol base

The lérnding
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% Beptember 1967

(6]
‘units boing
BT 08i312.
gunships.
%hﬁﬂ%toﬁ 566

upon compietion of the helilift,

ciked 1o eanabilsh DJD,;mnr nositions

; > I fi"e ot BT 3“5
from BT 2111 T owas TC be an L
drosgsed in khakil unifcrams, reluuts, Ccl)lij'“u and were

cerrying bandolsers of ammo draped around thelr body.

Inowmy unit ﬁﬂonou f:re w:th an estimctcd 15 cutomatic

woanons and 15 1 ona on the tUompany load eloment
Treom Cnouc ;u PS8 ci the hsavy vegetetion

which praiclc : withirew abont
250 mevors, returning cmell cras o W77 rouncs &8 they
withcrow and ' r1 artillc Ty mission.

tho vhillery mission and
POl 2 A TeTs 2 b lerze blood
are > Jungle prowth with blo 4 cevering
ion. Thore was cn esbhimabed U encmy KIA (Dh)“’ble)c

16, G4 the 1ﬁ°u"l» noLLcuﬁt;rs TorTCo L

ire from two VC sni Ders in o tr:e line.
15 rouncs of 60i: end e 2l round 10F .
X . vJne VC in blaeck pejamas with pack wes
c 1 area by two othor VC in black majenes with (
three wearons. One VO KIA (nrobah

vpT

Li L,luu So I whila
1Lomu:ic’1 §

o~
I

sbjective v
to bhe the sa
o I 1
rounds
broke contac

M W o ”
%o V0 chesocrvoed

and witv “lut Lo T he aon

ne Iolliowing
cousidores Lo be eizght fresh groves,

called an air gstrd Lc =134 Zune’:
fire wntil contoct In srsening 2

20Ts joancl found m.PV reila and e c3

injurics, one {1} »e i noculaip twe o ezineL for an
AR 7 1 cue cartri belt. Marine cisuciclies were one
KIL end five VIA, @ ed~ovacs. Encmy casualties were
two VO KIi f“ro%"D:@;, It shovrld bz notcld that th

1€

Aoy en LO daq”UVUI” what h

YR LASSIFIEW
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her 1967

st besouse of tho
tine bo conduct

3G while on tho rove recolvsd approxis
nftn'y =7 ol semi sutomatic and aubowectis woepons
fire o 12 31t ¢t BT 039234 and BT (036228. -Co
I returned 80 1l‘uutn‘1tip and aubomanic we! firc. An
ertillery mission and en Alr Strike were by an AC with

excellent target cﬁvorano Searching unvtf found blaod trails,
bloody hauuageﬂ £ of enewy cesualitles o L

P,

e

agssesse five VO W'& Rshge rlundiy casual
one KIA and thre 14, 1 ced,

i12) Lt 193uH 5% Co K notwol Dase (BT
02127 ocuserved six unemy in green uniforms, helmotﬁ nd
woopons waiking on o il into the matrol bese. Thoy

onened firec with M-1% the firet twe V0. The
remaining VO reourncd which Hhrevenbted recovery
of thc‘wpaanns, A gooren of the areo loter Tound two 70 KIA
i e b

orms but 0o weapons or cquidmMent.

_ (13) Cc X and *he Alvha Commend Groud set
—oebtrol basge ot LT ““H”hﬁ Co I ot BT 038237 and Co
Ch3225, its conduchad azgrassive aecurity oud
netrels the nicsht,

SN .1.,_‘, ‘/‘""PI’L-NL- -ﬂ"jf

{11} At C700H th=

commenced an attock elong 2 f Pom BT “u b2l3 &
to BT 060240 to BT C71iz240 '

male w/o iLdent=
mels VN had a
gunalot

huulll: sec
When questi

scunded auwuu T
iocotion of his

b wounda,
nad boon
iacioge the

) 7”?43 wear-—
et nmhxv

T oquickly

) ;.h"ATGT end

ed o ecut off
woman cnd child-
the VO with
LLllery wmission,

H

{3) 1308 Co

1ng rroen unif rms, G
: : on Sho
0 g0 W
reeling, the Hari
: v, After detors
no longer with the enemr
£ vounde of 6Cmm

3 Qred producsce nogatd
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"

1 Soptoember 196

00" o1l unite rosumod

of sn
c 2OPL

{2t At 063CH Comoe ¢
end ca

ires from oonroximetely _LO

BT 130230 and 3T 125235,

LT
VT 2

imntely i€
troe linc

one V& in :
with the raldio. Las i‘ & lr‘ emlo they on-
counterod i more VO

cvnterod i 7C in o ric Er E&%@W
Wes reGoverade D @
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191

Senbomber 1967

= , coa ceteblished for
units at 1802h%. i s o .o negressive sceurity
combeat patrol

Je 17 Augzust 1967

‘1) The uﬂtth;fon rcmain@d in the »atrol brae for ro=-
supnly end eonductod platocn size combat petrols in the vieinitya

A

heliconters chsecuved 5C So A0 Vu in the opon ob
BT 19 02h Thery woro draased
a varloLv of WA«wonq»
v alicd a fixeld wing atri
._- patrel in the arca wos mancuvorasd
: tion on the »nroboblo ascape route
was imacdictoly ;npi\yoc from theo
reinforced platoon walrol nerth ny Obltlon, Dommpmary
LYz asanuls woof the arcs oiod LLO V& RIL \cmﬁ_llmmd,,'
Brovming futomatiec #ifles. 5 US Cal 3“ M*a~sg 2 Chicom AK N2s,
Chicom AA—AYS, L g pun, 1 aS 36, 1L Chicom Bolit fLcticon
Riflc, 12 Chicom :ironadoes, b M~25 gronacoes, 21 BAR Magezincs,

(2) £t 21108 a UH-1E gunshln surbort ing

“““ch uniforms

c atoon
lish = Jlocxnnﬂ n0si~
cuth. Compeny L&n)
cac to join their

AV

&
~ 2 " - - ., A 11
25 eling of Cel 20 ammo, qu rouUnCy nqco"uJ ammo, 16 cartridge
. - ~ o E 1 s 4
oelhE, 5 nocks, miscolls 3 “othlng, ‘“ubfnth, Tico oo

nedical 3 S VY o
the Tew encmy that were ohlo %o escape to thc cast, rosulting

in on additicnal it 77 KIA (probable). Only throo Marines woro
woundod,; 211 of which were msd evaced.

-

. f3} The Bebsalion romained in the patrol besc for the
‘ nizht and conductod local sccurity and combat »atrolling.

@ovoement te

{2Y At 053CH OPC
Horines wus nasscd Lo Ard
."‘: T"Ij l.L ” :f.‘ 7 a

- — A
Tor noveomeont

:att .l-L‘z.. & lSt

cf {ompanies I ond K 5rd Lattaliilon,
he let Brttalion, S5th Merimes for

- M o ™ ey pm, " o
vha Commond Groaw, Comhaany L oond

N oof v L wow passsd to the Sth
m Hill 22 to tho st Marines crea,
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sl Greoud ond Company G

M oy =,
cont

’

{(7) A% 1650H COpercticnel Control of Company G was

passcd to 2nd Dattelion, ist Morinecs, for movewont by truck
convoy Ho tho 1lat Marines area.

. - o L = . - . LY Tre 12
(8) At 1700H the Alpnha Commend Group errived at Hill #€3.
13, HRosuits
[SEUIDE AT TN S
n I
[A 4-‘0,(3;51;]'

oy
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ot
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=
a
Q
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g
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e
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{
asveltics Infiictoed.

!

(e} VC KI4 (confirmel) = 48
(b} VC Kif {»robable) = I8
ine

et S S N

N
L

N
(e
(

f m . o o .- . . o
(2) Tne folloewd » s o compiloticn of cnemy cquiyment
end mebericl contured ox dostroyed.
(o
‘b
" {c) ©
1,
; (¢} Chicon
I3 i ; T P nd
‘ vo)  Grease Gun Cal.lb
2o a 35 o
\f') Chicom Dolt Rifle
(g} M-26 hend grencde

Chicom haoncd
Mo
Cal, 30

102106 ¢

S

L e I i P~ ey SN e, s

T feet y p
PR20 0 e e
e " S N S B e P T et i N o e P sl Mt 0Dt Nt

20 sets
rothing cnd wmoborial - 10 1bs .
dicel Sup -iieg + 5 1ba g
yeusmont 2 ~ i Iba

(One DOW}
18 WILNE)

_ beeuass
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Diffisuity wes onccuntered during resud:ly on
when helicoptors oncountored snipor fire in the

Lo
ry S . ] R SN % d. - iy .
LZ ond returred to the LA to await an cscort, T

cnd Hog

'“”mzej

Torns oF

asu:itlc

lems wore encountoered with

S g

ti;ds w\ﬂ"mainta“nu

sne occeoasion
reginent. Th

gole OJ_" (¥
neoarn.

ta O
Q

: S0 the 3xd
Thia »rovoed most
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3RD BATTALION, S5TH MARINES
OPERATIONS OVERLAY
OPERATION PIKE

(ISSUED W/VERBAL FRAG O)
3011weH JULY 1967
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'PL PEACH
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9 AUCHST 1967
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