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OQRGANTIZATIONAL DATA

1."'Dosignutioh Comandoy

Brd Battalion, Sth Marlnos LtCol C.B, WEBSTER

LtCol W.K. ROCKEY.
STRCRDINATE UNITS

- H&S Comprry Capt J.A. SPEICEER

1stLt R.J. MARNELL
Compony T vm@tFJLimmmﬂ‘
. : Capt J.A., SPEICHER
Company”K ' Capt J.R, TEMEYT
Compony L Capt H.J KOLAKOWSKI
1stLt R.E. MUTLLER
Company M - - Latlt J,D. MURRAY
TLET OFFICERS
ExooC Mnj B.R. CUMITNS
S~1/63jutant 2odlt 3.4, HORTON
8-2 ,_ £Lt D.Re DUNAGAN
Sw3 Mo j P;Ea Haw
8-l 1stLe W.W, KING
8-5 | - " 1stLt G.E. OWSLEY

LVERAGE IMONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC | - USN
off Enl

35 1020

Period Covorod

‘27May67—680p67

Since 7Sepb7

L July67-2950p67
Since 308ep67

18Jun667 29Sop67
Since 3OSop67

25szy6 7

uJuly67-uSoné7
Since 5Sopb 7

1Augb7

22Apr67
8Augb7
2Julyé7
5Augb7
19May6 7
8iugh7
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PART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

Thero currontly oxistz in tho commond tho nced for o
Captain, 002, At present tho billet is being fillod dy &
Licutenant, 0302, Tho Dbattalion currently has on board a
Sergeent Major, First Scrg.ants are currontly assigred to
oach company.

During the past month the Battalion expoeriencod an offcctive
losg of 7 officers to a combination of reasons, WILis, None-
Battle Jacuulty, ond TAD, At present 3 companies in the
BﬂtthllOR are commonded by First Liocutensnts.

_ The jnfelllﬁence collection and disscmination uffort during
this pcriod was deaicatcd apccificelly %o (i) tho crocs of
conbht oporaticns and (2} the torrain, civilian pOhulﬂce, cnd
cnenmy eactivitics within the adjacent land croos surrounding tho

gombot Paso Corp ok ?il} 6?
sive attontion Lo gz
survoys ond walor

8Ccas0N3e

TL}Q ].

uFG& was glven oxton-
3 JODuluthﬁ density
ohchlﬁ" rongeon

Tho Bettalioe:
i)

. fon SWIPT (i Septb7
to 15 Soptb7} an

{22 Septb7 to 28 S03t67).

At the present. time thore. ore no nojor cowwunﬁc“t¢3n
probloeus. .
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICLNT EVENTS
1‘:1‘_92.1.9.9. ' » v .

2. Personnel and Adwminigtration

{1} Thc Battalion begon the month of Soptombor with an
cn=roll strength of LC Marine Officers, 1120 Marino Fnlisted, 3
Novy Officers rnd 55 Novy Enlisted. Our current on-roll strongih
i§ 36 Varine Officers, 1122 Marine Enlisted, 3 Navy Officers
nd 56 Navy Iniistced.

(2) Two Marine Officors aro TLD to CAG end IIT MAF.
One Morine Officer 1is T4D to Okinawa leaving cn cfiectivo
strength of 32 Marine Officers, There areo also 3 Marine Iin-
listnd non=offoctives Thoe currcnt c¥rfoctive strength of the
bCLGCL’On is 30 Mur1ne Cfficors and 860 Marinc nlis ted.

(3) Thoro are 2 lMaorino Officors ond 72 Iﬂrxnc En-
- listcd ssheduled for rotaltion during the month of Octcher.

b, Intclligenze

{1} DPorsonncl. During tho qonth of Septermbor tho
Battclion Intoliligcncc Section joined o Staff Sergeant 0369/
0231 for C1ty 8 the intelligonce Chlof. Loss of perscnnel
ineluded a Master Scrguont 0239, two Lence Corporal Scoubdg,
one on normel rototion the other o thrice wounded.

{2) Inteilipemco Collection. During Opcrations SWIFT
end SETIBYVILEE fac loceal comany oporotions, tho CGomponies
dovoloned cnd. processcd to Battolion 79 sepnrate combat intelle
igenco roports.

(3) Intollipgonce Roporting

(2) Bight intelligcnco estimntes and sumerics
with supporting OODB‘ and ovoerlays worce doveloped ond prescntod
to the suberdinate units during Eho reporting gorlod0

(b) Eloven additionel torrain cnd onomy activitloav
ovorlays, Tor vlanning ocnd study wore develonod and medo availe-
oble to etaff officors ond company Qomacnders,

(c) Battalion S=2 porsonnol conductod deily do=
teiled petrol briofings and delriefings.

DECLASSIFIED
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Enemy Activity

(c) Hill 63 Combot Brse. Enery activity around
the Combat Beoso has increasod Gxtensively during the month of
Soptembor, During the period 23-29 Scntomber, the counter-
mortar/0P reportod 61 indivicdual sightings of armod and uni=
formod enemy porsonnol. Over 15 of those sightlnﬁs rasulted
in or y/811m1nmrt~r fire missions,

(5) Vietnomesc Attachmonts. There are throo'excellont
intorprotors, all of whom cre actively crmpleyed in support of
combot orerations.

(6) Eit Ccrsons ond Chieu Hoils. This Bottalion has
- four Xit Carsons and four Chieu Ho.& »Hroviding excellent
8UEN0TTe

(7) Enomy Losscs. Tho oenomy suffered the followiaz
casualtios as € result of the 3rd Battalion asctions this months .

KIA (¢) - 371
KIA (p) - 327
KBA (c) 58
KB4 (p) 157
Wts T
Deteinoos-~ 61

tr ¥

Co Eag}ring
1) PFow deys wero available to the Battolion for
Tormal 1= alning ¢ne to the operntional cowmitmente.

{2) Betweon cporations, troining was conbinucus by 211
comvun*»ah The Botitalion eondunicd two formel Indeoctrirasion
Sehools for rowly joined Merincs. Classos on artillory/mortar
obsorvo‘ firo procodure, forward sir contrnl procclurcs, cave,
cleaning, mainteinanco and safoby of tho M-16A1 rifle, and
utilizeotion of the Starlight Zecopc wore nrosontoda

(3) Ths following formal schools wero atbended hy
. personnel Irom tho nttalion.

{#) Okinawa
1l Vietnamese Loanguage School -1

_2_ BEmbarketion School ~1

‘E@&l@% GIED IHVC#OSUR‘;E @)
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3 NCO School ~5
(b) DaNang

1 Vehicle Waterproofing School =l

2 Psychological Operations Schocl -1

-3 CAG School - =1

| L Exbarketion Schocl : | =2

5 FAC/ALO School o -2

. & Visctnomeso Le:w.gﬁagd.,SChnol | -2

de @' ‘ .orati ons

{1) Fron 0405008 to 151600H Sentenbc* 10E7 ”'o 3:0(1 ,
attalion, 5th Merinos participotod in Oporetion SWIFT

(2) At CL1150H Compmies K and M chopped t0 lst
Battalion, 5th Merines for Operation SWIFT.

(3) At OMShSH Compuny I chopnod to tm 5th Marinos.

- {h) At OL1605H tho 3ré Bottaliom, Sth Marines cssumod
OPCON of Company D, 1st Bp.ttanon, lst Marinos.

(5) At OLLBIBO'*" tho pha Commsnd Gro:: ) with Lompany - D,

1st B’ :xlion, lct Marines holiliftod to Que Son to cormence
(4 - (porcticn SWIFT. Soo Enclosure (2). .

(&) At GT1ILCOH LtCol W. X, Rvdm agsumac command from
LtCol C,», WEBS® TER o

(7) &% 1516000 Sontcember Operation SJIFY terminated,

(8) At 211800H Septombor the .Biphe Jowmrand Group,
Companics I,X, and L deperted Hill 63 for Operation SHELDYVILLE,

(9) At 220730= Soptembsr 1907 Operation SEELBYVILLE
commene et

(10) At 280800 Septomber 1957 C'ocra%msmBWIILE

torminctod, %@&‘%%
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(11) At 301225H Compeny K choppod to lst Battalion,
lst Marinos, ‘

‘(12) Dufing Septomber the Battelion providad\soduriﬁy

.duily for the ongincor road sweep frem Hill 63 to the intor~

soction of tho Song Bz Ren ond National Highwoy 1, and socurity
for cnginoccr road repair offorts in the AO,

e. Artillory Support. Seoo Enclosuro (2)

f. Alir Suonort

(1) During Soptombor this Battalion Cid not roguost’
holicopter support for intcrnol tectical oncrations, Holi- ,
copter supvwort roquiroments Juring oporations were handlod by
atbtechod Holicoptor Support Tqams, Helicoptor support was timely

- and cffoetivo,.

{2) Soo Enclosuvo (2) for air opcratione of Oporation
SWIFT,

(3) Tho Battalion has two aviator ALO/PAC. Thoro cro
sufriciontiy trainod onlisted orsommol to provicde all companios-
with cither onlisted or officor FAC team{e)s.

Ge Commnications

(1} Tho AN/PRC-25 redio porformed more than adequate
during tho past month, Tho LN/PRO-7 woas also utilizoed to a
small degreo &s a back-u» not cnd on one ocperation as an adnin
nots It nrovided ool cormmnicetions, but its wsight makes it
oxbremeiy dAifficult tc corry ony grect distance.

t2) The following nroblems were encourtszrad this
past monihs : ’

- {a) Prevontive maintenanco of rodioc geer in tho
companios..

{b) Commmications socurity.
( ) T{, ~vine Jalehl rrartr A
[ Keening redio goor dry.

37 Classcs sre being ziveon to Dattalion Communication

- peweormcl., o0 oll stoeff soctions and companics to remody those

sroblems, with the bigzost emphasis on methods of water-proofing

radio geor. Communications sceurity has improved through contine-
nal training and supervision,

ke

7
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Iry—The inexperienced rrdic operators continue to
gain velucble experience by operating nets in support of the
unitis activities. Presently all Battallon Communicotion por-
sonnel, with the excoption of three to four peocple, cen Lo do-
ponded on for scceurctc and officient worl,

{5} No major prchloma wove cneountered thiw ron*hc
Ono AN/PRCe+7 is missing from an scarlier operation and anpropri-
~ote treacor asticon Lioe bnon takone

he  Iojdatics

(L} Go neral, At

: prose t the ovorall logistics status
of the Battalicn 18 sctisteosto : :

o

3

(2) Suppl7e Maring the monihk of Son+gﬂ,or, Setvalion
Supply ‘eontinuod to propare for tho mcnsoon soason. The roguise=
itions for tho required monsoon oquipnont havo boen submitted.

" {g) On 15 Septombor thore was a chung in supply
chiofls,. SSgt MLRTINET roportod to 3/5, with GySgt SERIBANT
tronsfarrcd to 1/5,

(b} On 23 Septombe: on asslstance tsam from
Division (G-u) arrived to aasist the Dattolion in recon01ling
the formeol. an” informal cceounts.

{c) Iuventory control daete was established for
oxpendeoble items and non-~oxpendable itoms. Priority G2 requisis
tions wore medo cn itoms of supply that recuired zn immodicte
neod anl itoms thot nevoe fallen bLelow the roqrng~b¢dn objoctive,
Backordor and oblisotion cards were initicted Tor NAVMC700 cards,
An iaventory of individual equipment was teken ond reconcilod
with the incator cards., Lequisitions held by Comn and Motor
Transport were reconciled and follow»aas sthmiched on overdue
status cords. Follow-ups were also submittad on roquisitions
for which curr« ont st@tus was ndot held:

‘.
ry
3

(3) Motor Pransport. On 26 Sestombor & tosm from
Division (@¢ly) TIoEcT Transoors scetion v 31ted the Battclion.
& pericd of informel irnstruction was conduacted by the toam
covoring 1lst ochelon maintonance. '
i} ‘uonstruction. Due to leck of enginoor support,
econstrusticn In The L2880 Comp has hoon minimal. Sone bunker
metericl Dhoe buen recciveds Futurd plens irelude construction
of a BCO .iin moos hall, and wooden structurcs for the staff
socticne. '
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i. OCivic Action

(1) . MedCap. 531 Vietnameso from tho villeges of Phu= .
Huong and Phu~iicp wore treated during ModCaps, MedCads ore
eonfucted in the rospective Villago Administrative Officer.

(2) Training. Due to operationul cormitments dQuring
tember 1957 ond 1hrrthups of corpsman,; training of Vietnamese -
ic

Se
ne 2l and health persomnel was not conducted.

2
dic

(33 ”“Sfo ]"oodg WaSusfood is boing delivercd daily.
to Phu-Huong ¢ Fhu~ficp Villeges,

L) Grsves. Renmoval of all graves within the Combat
Baso which tho Victnemose desired romovod has bson compl otou,~

S (5) Probloms, Lack of available enginoor su?pOrt end
equinnent has prcciuded cormoncement of Civie Action Frcjccts.

(6) Serious Incideonts. On 12 September 1667, a Marine
assaulted a 71 year old mals Vietnamese. A Seciious Incidont
Report was submitted. An investigation was conductod and case
hes been referréd to tridl Ly Cout-Martial,

(7) Psyops. An extensive program of hend dolivory of
loaflets was conducted by £ll units cduring the month of Septembor.

A ﬂrounu Psyoos broadcast team was omployed during 000f0t+0n
SHELSYVIL,

(8) Projocts. Prosontly the S~5 is coordinating and
assisting tho viiic;ers in hervesting the rize crop within the
ﬁrotoctjvo wire ot PFill 63, NUmorous solf-help »rojects are

‘ in tho plamning stapge contingont upon cV&ll Wility of supvort
“and supplics,

2e Chronclowy of Lvonts

L Septombor - Operation SWIFT cormoncod,
Lt V.R. CAPODANNO, USNR KIA,

ept EaJ. KOLAKOWSKI was tramsforred to USNH
Guam whilc hospitrlized.

5 Soptenbor

1

7 Septembor -~ LtCol C,.B, WEBSTER was roessigned to Hitts. 3n.
1st MorDiv for dutys

8 Sontombor - Joined LtCol W.X. ROCKEY for cuty as CO.

DECLASSIFIED
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U It
Y15 Sevtember

22 Sentember

. 28 Septermber

29 Sentaember

30 September

T e

DECLASSIEIED
Jolned Lt C.T. KELLY ChC, USMR for duty cs

Battalion Chaplin,
Operation SWIFT terminated.

Oporetion SHELBYVILLE cormenced.

Operation SHELBYVILLE terminsted.

Capt J.A. SPEICHER reassipgned to Company I fo*av
duty ea Commanding Officer,

Uant F.M, BULKE was transferred to Hdgts Bn;v

. lat MarDPiv for duty w/CAP, : '

latlht R.J. MARKNELL assumed cduties as-CO of H&S

- Co.

Joined Li JeJd. LEDORE, cnc, USNR for guby as
Chaplin.

DEGLASSIFIED
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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
E@ lst Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

@E@L@S@%ﬁﬂ

3/BRC/plb
3121
22 Sept ember 1967

From: Commandlng Officer

To: Commanding Officer, Sth Marinqs '
Subj: Combat After Action Report | o % S¥C_
Ref: (a) Division O, 3)4_80.1 ‘ G 0 33 8 ~ 6
‘ ‘ i(b) 5th Marines Frag Order COPY M ?
| ' - SOV 20 of 24 corns

Bnel: (1) Operation Overlay _
1. Code Name. Operatlon SWIFT,
e

2. Date of Operation. OL|.OSOOH Septaraber 1967 to lSléOOH
September 1967,

3. Location of Operation. Quang Tin Province, Republic of
Vietnam, '

. Command Headguarters. Sce Task Organization.

e Task Organization

. 3rd Bn, (-){Rein), 5th Marines ~ LtCol C. B. WEBSTER

(Sinco 7 SeptbT)LtCol W. K, ROCKEY

H&S Co (=) Capt J, A. SPEICHER
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn,llth Merines
Dot, 1st SP. Bn (HST)
Det, lst Eng Bn

Co K Capt J. R, TENNEY
Co % (Rein)
Det, H&S Co
Det Meq P1t
Det, 8lmm P1t (FO Tm)
Det, Coma P1t (FAC Tn)
5 Det, Z[n‘;| Sec (Scout)
ot, Btr 2nd Bn, 11th Marines
Det ,” 1styEng1neer Bz,lttallon DE@D'EX@@ ‘F E@
Dot, lst SP Battalion (HST) .
Det, Hdq Co, 5th Marines (Scout-Snlper

1
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gégéepber;g hr* 1967 | L\ .. 2o/ | E@&@SSEFUE

- !
Co M 5w TTTItK 3.D. MURRAY
Co M'(Reln) :
. Det, H&S Co

Det, Med Pt -
Det, Olmir Plt (FO Tm\)\
Det, Com P1lt . (PAC §m»
Det, Int Sec (Seout,
Det, Btry ¥, 2nd B, 11th Marincs (FO Tm)
Det, 1st hnginuor Battalion
- Dot 1st SP Battalion (HST)
Dot F&gr Co, Sth Marines (Scout-Sniper Tm)

.Ba.ttalm‘n Resorve

Co I - Capt F. M, BURKE
o Co I (Rein) ' : .
. Det, H&S Co
Det, Mod Plt '
Det, 8lmm Plt (FO Tn)
Det Corm P1lt (FAC Tm)
Det, Int Sce {Scout)
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 1lth Marinos (FO Tn)
Det, 1lst Englnoer Battalion
Dot, lst SP Battclion (HST)
Det, Hdq Co, Sth W;rines (Scout-Sniper Tm)

6. Supporting Forces

a. Artillory

(1) From the co’nlc,nc\.,n(,nt of Opcration SJIFT ot
OSOMOOH Septerbor until tormination at 151600H Scptombor,
the Battalion had dircct ertillery support from Datterice ©
‘, and W of th¢ 2nd Battalion, 1llth Mecrincs. Artillcry suprport
was continuous cvon though on occasion priority of firoc was
given to another unit,

(2) The Battalion uscd artillery and mortars cxtensivoly
in proparation firos and blocking fires. Duc to the naturc
of the closc in fighting oxpcrioncod on this Opcration, od-
justed firo missions wsre occasionally hard to use in support
of the cetion. Howcver, tho FO's werc cble to usc tho artillory
and mortars to block routcs of withdrawal and puraic. by firo
whon the enony broke contact, _

(3) Thorc were mejor probloms oncountcrod with
artillory support which will bc discurscd in paragreph 13b.

DE GM&S@WE@ ™

la . 1
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W’ E©[L&§§QFHE@ 312_-2%0131: 1967 .

b. Air

(1) During Oporation SWIFT e total of 41 fixed wing
cnd 20 UH=1E attack missions were flown in support of tho 3rd
Battalion; 5th Marincsd :

(2) Flarc ships wére uwtilizod in supoort of tho
dofonsive position on fivc occasions, In addition, the
"Spooky"™ gunship was omployed on throc occasions. On 2ll

- occasions thesc supporting weapons proved to oxtromely
" offoctivo end o positive assistonce during cngagemonts,

@E@[LI@@MWE@
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Soptember 1967

..

A~ 5 A1 rad P
CLI0 USEO XO0 viiG
.

v

irat time on throc
cun,rod "“hab) a

difforen 8 1o gus, The deliveries
were made by both fixed wi (L-L ond votary wing (UH-1E).
Thne deli 3 | 1

&

e -8 ing

ery made by the I HmlE Wﬂ‘i ad ’0 Om the move effec~

tive meang of dispensing thi yre of moiitions . The employ-
[

=
‘ment ol the gas through alr.ﬁaft delivery proved to be of
uncguestionable value in disorﬁcnizing and disrupting the

o

2

deployed enemy forces.
i The Bag ali,
extent the air observer.
support of &ll ground no
zation <f the AU in ths Ui
with "on station” air suppo:
of irmedicte and effoctiv
time con Feguest fixed w
typecs of orcnance.

as available to the maximum
wing and rotavy wing, in

In this respect the utili-
ies the ground cormander
UH-1E has the copability

ve flrs ~ and at the same
ons ut¢1171nw the larger

5} All cloasec air suppert missidns were contrclled
by the TAC (&) and monitored by the unit forward sir controller
W the exceptions of the flare anc "Spooky" gunships who '
vere exclusively controlled by the unit forward cir controller.

{a) The AN/PRC-25 rad
cormunicabt i th tne TAC (4]
there wag establishaed o geparan
proved to be highly satiefactoe wy in
in suppert of the Zottalionls operx atlouﬁ
(7? A%t no time was weather o deterrent te gir “y
gupnort .
Ts. Invelliigence

°

0, The epoeific identification of enemy forces antici-

ated on Operation SWIFT was not nown at the time of the
roaction deploymont of “he 3“0 BQttali@a“CF grovp and one
comEnny ] 1967 This deployment in
sLUPPNTL O] Veri slements, then
onerating in,tbe vic irJEy of “ap 0763%33 did expect some degree
of contact with elements of the 1NV ivision (rﬂt op
3rd Babtalicna) or possibly the : alion,

n 50 the prohoble enemy formaticns then
at Bavtelion, Sth Tar3nvo units, the

g and gteff of the 3rd Battalion, Eth Marines
wers advised thab the rnlinv¢ g additional enemy units were

suspected of being recently active in the West, North-West

gumhﬁntfﬁ‘Qumlf%m%,Bum° @E@&&ggg E@

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

22 Scptomber 1967

1 0th Battalion,

then suspoected of being co-disnosed
with the 2nd Battalion, 2lst NVA Regiment, and the 2nd Botto~
lion, 3»d NVA Regiment located to the eant, '
c. & post oneration intslligence cestimate cf cnemy forces
ecncountered by the 3rd Battalion, S5th Marines during Operation
SWIrT, must bo citaed in phases, as se

st forth helow.

.~
s - |

) This pnewv owunw ~0f =k

: sottle enelysis was made as
a result of &n Sl et e ", ﬁ_d4vi@4al debriefing, and
anclysis of enemy diapos: ing contact, Additionally,
ths degrec in which *tns nomy wog or wos not able to police
the botticfield of his pers unp'W/oqnipment losses, prior to
retirement was o substantial * tor of his total availiable
strength in cach contact,

{2) A detailed intellipgence oriented &scount end 00B
analyais is reported for cach sepeorecte action during the
operation:

nd Liocation: i Sephomber 1967, Com-
-k Morines {CpCorn to the lst Be L*qllon,
heot 6540 I3, Scrics L7701,

a

Estimated Foony Strength/COB: Cne Battolion,

g Facts/hnaiysis: Enemy unlts,
1 oin blat rhotions woro doploved ia a 356Q0°
about Mike Com ryfs pogition, The snery had the
1 e support to approach and tpmporgrlly
; . ong., On diss zement, initiated
v the cnemy in phascs the otrly n i ¢
e

o3
IQC)TQ “""vlﬁ Onr\'rn-r- ']r‘r\

© Hog et
e
0

3 e

Y = e O

A

8 . s .
ct i erg s Do
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(b) Action amd Lot lii. ~umpenies I and K

“contact of 6-7 September 1967 on Hil. 43; vicinity BT 123323,
Sheet 6640 II AMS Series u"o"ua

Bstimated Fhemy Strength/OOB: #wavBattalionE;

Infentry, NVA.
_ Supporting Facts/Analysig: -Initial’ onemy
contact by Companics I and K, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
appeared to be multi-squed in strength on Hill 3. Within
thlrty minutcs of first conbtact, the enemy small arms fire,
by volume and distribution, continued to incrcasc. This
contact continucd $o enlarge and by 1910 hours, the demon-
strated cnemy strength was PlG arly theat of not less than one
NVA Battelion. The enomy s Adispositions, employment of at ™~
least nine crew-scrved class machine guns in dan action 2zone
of less than 00 moters indicatsd the strong possibility that
the enemy had clements, if not the whole of a second infantry
battalicn-supporting the one engaged. Following the conmit-
ment of Company M at 2000H 6 September and the asrial employ-
ment of C35 ges, the enemy reduced the degree of contsct and
exercising a retiremont screen of increcased crew-served
weapons fire, retired his main ihfuptwy forcesg from the
battlefield, OFf DUGClum significance of this enemy contact,
are Ghe following facts hnu'ob ervatlions: '

+
>

1. The cnemyls section of the battlefield
was policed in extromo detail prior to his tobal extraction
from the contact. This insinded the removal of many encmy
dead, wounded cnd thelr weapons//oquipment from the field.

: : agses declined the
rocovery of M-16 prifl Lﬁu$puu“b availecble to them
from the forward ﬂarine casvalties and clscted to recover
pergonal ftems fT 1 packs und lend inrinss. This was
witnessed by seve 1 Marines who were themsslves
sub ject to sé _zﬂh of Jc;sono and pocks,

J

- o
=

cl
S

q
|._|0

L]

‘d r‘

3« Whilie both Mo
meximum engagement, just prior to 1
o supnorting aorial nulwsblo command
23 UV4A wmoving irom ﬁpv,he” nearbv
south of Hill L3
ovor the top of the htl;" '“L' L

rine 2ompanice were in

S & September,
¢ killing over
a|

Ve
continuing ouqvus Tor over 30 minubes
It g n0uod that the enemy troops id
was ‘gﬁlHquf of thoze cnemy forses
Companics I and K,
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o L.~ On the 7th of ooptembor, local farmers .
in the arvea of Hill h3 were "telling stories™ of the NVA
"uuLfcrlng 300 lost men on. tqo leI s end carried "“so many
aw &y

5. Anglysises
a. That the NVAS prior to initial con-
tact with Companies T 2nd ¥ on the Westorn eclopos of Hill 43,

hod one battalion disposed in an NP or UM gshaped position.
Well concealed in fighting holes and hecvily c.mouflaﬁoa
trenchlines on the hill., The enemy was deployed oxpoctlng
our movement into the position The approcch cnd initisl eAaseult
on this cnomy position was against his loft flank (element):
and denied him his numericel a9v.ntho The twd.company
consolidatelposition ellowed the Lmrzno companies to inflict
what oopons;blo Dovt action ucbrlef*ws indicates to be 161
witnessod. enerty ' nock-cdown, StaJ"uOWd KIiLits, This figure
is exclusive of any enemy kills by cir. )
A b, That the enemy had a second infentry
battalion disposed on the nocvy foliated hill mass at BT 124313,
This unit provided 2o degree of dircct ground support during
the Initial enemy contact and was laorgely v sgon31b]e for the
detailced police and removal cf the cnemy dead and wounded
from the arca, '

{c) Action ond Location: Company H, -contect
10 September 1967, on Hill L3 (BT 124313). -

Estinmoted Strongth/003: One Company, Infantry,
QVA with an unknown attached weapons scction., .

. Suppnitlnw acts/dnalysis: Iollowing the 3rd
3attalion!s continued attock to the sou h, soubh~east on 9
September, a pletoon combat potrol was kcﬁrchlqg the area of

ads contact with a
foree of initially unknown size, armed with mixed small arms
and cutor 27;0 wWeapons Subs PQULPt discliosure of cnemy dis-
nositions and fire UOWGP would lend to an anu¢ysib that this
force was noL lesg than 2 compony in str ength denloyed in
caves ond other covered fighting posit tions. The do plovncnt
of feriendly units and supporting Pires surpressed and dis~
persed the enomy force.

the 6th of Septombov action, The patvyol m

wia
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Anelyeis: This cncmy cowmpony or company (- )
forzce hed returned to the orsa of the hOﬂJV 6 Septembev
cenbeet to cond Tuet tactical surveillance of frlendl

Eopens.

(d) 4ction and Locations: 3rd Battalion, Sth
Marines, contact of 12 Sevntember 1967, at the Dattalion

Patrol Base, vicinity BT 13231, Shceet 6640 II, AMS Series
170101,

Enony Strength/00B: One Company. Infentey (+) NVA 4

Supporting F cfb/ﬂnﬂlvolsu About 0330 houme; en
encny NVA company, FOVlnb to assault what the enemy must have
elisved to bLe ths 3rd Batbtalion, 5tk Marines Command Post. -
with no more than & commany sccurity forece, wag pressed to
cormit his forces premaoturely oy the action of the Battalion's
Combat Outposts and suffered 35 "foot-on=the~body™ KIA'ts and
not less thon 18 witnessed WIA's, From two wounded KVA PW'is
taken in this action, it was lcarncd thaot the enemy forcs
wag o company, possibly two with the specific nmission of
asmaviting cur position.

d, No subsequen®t enemy conbtact developsed durlng the fiaal
fow deys of the cperation,.

¢, Intollipgence collection and disseminotion Curing all
engagements in all the arcas of Cperation SWIFT included the
following:

Fleldd sereening of capbured PWs 5

Fleicd screening of detoinecss: 11: 7 of which were pro-
cessed to Regiment S-2.

Cantured VGO rion Doecuments: 313 9 of which
were procsssed to Re
Captured VO Miiitory Documents: 6 -6 of which were
- processcd to Regiment S-2.
(1) Deployed companies radioced 11 soparate intellipgenco
tot reports t©

) Battalion 3-2, Five of these reports contained
sufficient information to warrant rotronsmizsion to Regiment.
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(2) Captured Weecpons and Equiprments:

Rifles ~ 23

11=79 = ‘

M-79 wounds - 16

B~if0 focket Launcher = 1

B=li0 Rocket rounds =~ 3

Ammo, mise, ~ 000 (plus

782" goary WVA and ChiCom - 30 items (plus)

(3) Captured rice: 2,000 pounds
f.  fnemy IEnglish Languagc Skills
(1) During the action of 6~7 Septomber, when the
distance hetween Companies Iy K; and M and the NVA units was
frequently 20 metors or less, the cnemy domonstrated that he
had personnel who could specak somec English phrases without
any noticable accent, :

gs - Enemy Troop Losses:

KIL {(C)} 215
xIA {P) 307
XBA (C) 53
K4 (P) 100

8, Mission

Durlpb the execution of Opnr tion SWIFT, the 3rd Battalion,
Sth Marines was assigned the mission of LO]TbOF&tO search and
LGStI oy Fhoo wnds nc;zcsg and#®o conduct detail swecps within

the zone ¢f action to disrupt and destroy eneny lincs of commu~
nication, supply and administrative basesa,

9. Concept of Operation

At OL2130H the Alfa Command Group and Compeny D, lst
wwtallon, lst Marincs commenced a helilift from Hill 63 to
¢ lst DBottalion, 5th Merines Combat Basc at Que Sons The
ci1ilift was comploted at O)_L2230F Tbo 3rd uttgl1on, Sth
rinos {=)(rcin) departed the Quo Son patrol base at 0L2335H
to assist Companics B end D, lat Battalion, 5th lMarines who
were under attack at the time. ({Sece unclosure (1))

@E@Mé\@%&ﬁﬁ@ ‘
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10. Exoccution

e, L Soﬁtbmbcr 1967

‘ (1) At 1110H'Qompany‘K‘ﬁas choppod to lst Bn,
- Sth Marlnce. :

‘ : {2) At 1150H Company M.was chopped to 1st Bn, -
Sth Marlnos. '

| (3) At 15L45H GOmpany I was choppod to tho Sth
Morincs. : :

(L) 4t 1605H assumod OPCON of Company D, 1lst
Battallon, 1st M&IlnuS- -

(5) At 1900H tho Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion,

Sth Morincs roccived the Sth Marincs Frag Ordor for oporaotion
SWII‘ le -

(6) At 213OH the Alfa Commond Group with Company D,
lat Battallon, lst Marincs coimoencod a holillft to Quo Son,
The 1ift was complotod ot 2230&.

(7) At 2335H tho unit dcourtud Quo Son by foot
narch to attack the cnomy forco znd roliovo thec procssuroc of
tho assault on Companics B and D, lst Battelion, 5th Morincs.

be 5 Boptembor 1967
(1) At 0L420H the 3rd Bettalion, 5th Merines ossumed

operctional control of Compenies B and D, lst Battalicn, S5ih
Mcrincs.

(2) &t OT20H tho Alfa Commend Group with Compmy D,

_ lst Battalion, lst Morinss arrived at the prztrol base (BT

076333) of Companies B and D. The position was immedictely
congolidated and police of the battlefield conducted. During
tho remainder of the day thoe evacuction of casualitiss and
cquipnment was conducted, Compony D, 1lst Battolion, 1st
Marines was assigned tho mission to conauct definite

search and destroy operctions in thoe croa adjacant to the
petrol basoc.

(3) At 0850E Company B capturcd o Vistncmoso
Notional mole dressed in o groy uniform with on M-79 grencde
launcher and 15 rounds of M-79 smmmnition, four mogazines
for ocn AK-U7 and vorious itoms of 782 goar associctod with

1'3-‘
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. ) . ip . 242
tho North Victnamosc {irmy units. The prisonecr was hiding
in a cave which cuntained o body croesscd in the samo uniform
as the prisonecr,

(L) 4% 1130H Delta Company, lst Baettalion, lst
Merines at coordinates BT 07733 discovercd threo freshly
. dug grevesy Uncoveping the graves the Marincs found in
cach a dond NVA and itcms of 782 gears The graves wore
gocOvorod; The equipnent was evacuated to the 5th Marines
-2 .

‘ . (53 A4t 12;OH:Marines from Company D discovered
fourteen freshly & g,grayus\at_BT,O75325. Ench grave
containcd the body of & tdued NVA soldicrs. The graves wore

rocovorods

DECLASSIFIED -
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(6) The Battalion remained in the patrol base the
renainder of the night and conducted alert, aggressive night
potrels and ambushes. :

©., 6 Soptember 1967

(1) &t 0600H tne Battalion commenced the etback to
3

the gsouth=ecast. {(See Bnolosure (1

2) it Ou;Oh operational contral of Jumpmnics B and
D, 1zt Dattelion, 5th Merines and Company D, lst Baottalion,
lst Mapince was rossed to lst Babtalion, SLn Marines. Oper=
ationai control of lompanies I, XK, and M wag assumed by the
3rd Battallon, 5th Marines

(3 .t 0B30H operational econtrol of a haavy seection
of zs From Compamv A, 1lgt Tank Bottalion was passed to
the 3rd Dattalion, 5th Merincs from ths 5th Marines.

. fIl) 4% 1110H thc sccond tank in column detonated

a mine of unknown typo at BT 105343, The right trcad and

the center road wheels.of the tank webe damaged,

(5} At 1130H Company K at BT 100320 whilc moving
in the attack discovered threce ireshly covered graves, The
gravos oach containad a body of a dead NVA soldicr. :

(6) Lt lthH the operational control of the heavy .
section of tanks from A Company was rcturncd to the Sth lMarinos
due to the oxtensive delay anticipated in repairing the damagoed
tank, _ '

7) At 1520H Company I in the attoek at BT 121323,

¢ a hoavy contact with an unknown size enemy forco. The
nitial contact was light but as the Marines advancad further
n the ohjective tho voluma of cnomy fire quickly incrcasod.
By tho leuun of fire and the cutomatic weapons prescont tho
aneny forces wers estimated EL loast 2 battalion reinforced
and pogsibly two battalions in strength,

e

ot b (L

,_r.. e !.‘J
G
J-

8) A% 1620H Company & was diverted from the
.oting o bottalion objective at BT 122312,
and assigned the mission of assisting Company I which was
heavily engopsd with the enemy forces,

' - DEGLAS S“ELD_,_,
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(9) 4t 1910H CPMGQJV K fougah into tho position,
linked up with Compeny I ond osteblished a two company
porlmeter uefrn,o at BT 123322, Doth companies were heQV¢ly
engagels <The. enemy force assaulted the perlmotor on threce
occasions, cach occasion the atteek was ropulsed with heavy
casuolitioes inflicted on the enemy, During thia poriod the
companies werce continually consolidating the DOSltlon and

~attompting to recover the C&SU&I’th” who were scattered .
‘throurhoub the battleficld

(10} At 2000H the battelion's rescrve company,
Company M, was committed to reinforce Companies I ancd K who
were still heavily engaged end the Alfa Command Group
established a defensive porimeter at BT 11332).

(11} 4t 2210H Company M rcached Company I ond Kis
positions and begon consolidating. It was ot this time the
cnemy contbc* bcgan tc Cecreacse. However throughout the night

therc was sporadic autometic and scmi-automatic weapons fire
as the dnemy covered thelr withdrawal, During this contact
riot control gas was emwloyed by a Ud-1E gunship and evaluatoed

to very coffective in dierupting the cneny's attacks

(12) Lt 2L00H Componies, I, K cnd M consolidated
the defensive position. .'They began to extract the casualities
and administer flrst aide, During this contact Mdrine casual-
itiecs wore 3l KIA, 88 WIa (medovae) and 21 WIANZ, Conscrvative
enory casualitics were 83 confirmed XIA 105 »robable. During

the contact tho infantry units were supported extensively
it

r‘a

by UH=1E gLnshﬁ s and the "spooky" suns ship with both illume

ination and fire support, lmnrb was no fgsesment of KIAs..
Howecvor, on two sclected occasicns the following was reportod,

_ {a) Tho TUH=1E gunship repcrted to have over
100 WVA in the open and tegan firing on thems

(b) The "apooiy" gun“h1p spob tted a position
with foup 50 cal machine guns, Intcnsive firec was delivored
on tho position and the firing ceased.

(1) 4% O9COH a Corpany M combatb
the arca around BT 128323 discovered foup
contained the bedy of a dead NVA goldier.

patrol scarching
raves, Hach grave

B T T

11 @E@M@M‘FBE@
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~ (2) The romainder of the cday tho Battalion congolix
datod a position et BT 119322, evacuated the casualitics and
‘equlpJont from the battlefield and conducted aggressive
gearch and destroy operations in the immediate vicinitys

(3) At 1L,00H I4C0l W. K, ROCKEY assumed commend of
he 3rc Battelion, 5th Marines, ' :

5th Marines assumed
atuallon, 5th Marines
a Marines from the 5th Marines.

(L) At 1800H the 3y
operational control of Cowm
and Company L, 3rd gnttn¢won, 5

‘4(‘4
d'.'l"td
N
o3
}_‘J

CJO

. o, 8 September 1957

(1) At 0915H Comouny M in mcvemont to a new patrol
besc observed 8 to 10 VC with weapons hiding in a treelinc
at cocrdinates 130326. One VC was shot by a scout-snipov
and was obsorved being dragged awey by the other VO in the
treelinc. An airstrike controlled by Klondike waz run on
the area. The A0 reported Hgﬂrnx¢m~uoly 30 VC/NVLA in the
trecline end cssesscd 10 KBA,

(2} Lt 1O4SH Cempany E received 10 rounds sniper
fire from unknown numbor of enemy at BT 13733 Returning
firc they swept the arca and found in a foxholo one ChiCom
7.62 carbine and !} rounds 7,52 armmo, There was no evidence
of cnemy casualitics, '

(3} At 12L5H a Klondike spotted a VA ¥With grey
. uniform in a rice paddye. Klondib:o contacted Compony M, L&
Comnuny M squed chaliong ¢ tho WA who ran from ares, The
squad challenged again and when the HVA conbinued to run
he was shot and killeds The dead man was cressed in a NVA

uniform,

{4.) At 1715H o Marine from Company L detonated an
unknown typo mine at BT 1256315 resulting in one Marine WIA
meaevac .

(5} A% 18COH a Marins from Company M detonated a mine
at coordinatcs DT ?2332+ rasulting in wo Marine WIA medevacs,
Scarch of the arsca discover.d two N=83 mines that were destroyed
in place., -

12
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_ (6) The remainder of the night the Dattalicn conducted
aggressive combat security/ambush patrcls, '

f. 9 Scptembcrj1967

v (1) At first light, the Dattalion cormendod dotailod
socarch and dcstroy opcrations to sccuro patrol bascs as
follows: T : o :

(a) Cormand Post, Company I, Company K and
Corpeany L wore locatod at BT 13331k

(b) Company H and Company M wore located at
BT 136221,

(2) At 1230H Company M found at DT,137320 ono land
minc with markings U.S. Domb Frag BLU-3/8 Lot LOP 2-19, 5-66;
ono 60mm morter round with prcssure type fuse and onc M-16
magazine with 20 rounds in a small cave., Engincors destroyed
all cquipment oxcept the M-16 magazine and ampmnition,

(3) 4t 1235H a Company H platoon recelved smell
arms firc from cstimated 10 VC/NVA in a hamlet. Tho platoon
returncd fire and callod o 60mm morter mission on the objoc-
tive. The platoon asgsaulted the position and secarched the
hamlet, They found in a cave cne dead VO in black pajamas
with cartridge belt and a M-26 gronadc. Further scarch
rovealed a dead VN boy about 12 ycars old. Interrogation of
villagers incicated the boy wae net from the village and was
bolioved t¢ be traveling with the VC band thet had fired on
approaching Marines, No solatium paymont was mado.

(L) At 1335H e Marino from Cormpeny M detonated an
unknown typc booby=trap rosulting in onc WIA medovac,

ge 10 Scptombor 1967

(1), At 0630H a combat patrol from Company M obscrved
approximatoly 8 WVA in pgreoy uniforms with weapons at BT 135325,
The platoon commencel firing on the cnomy and observod throo
cnemy fall, The other NVA were scen dragging thoir throc fallen
comrados into the hecavy underbrush. Scarching thce arca “She
pletoon found heavy blood trails lcading into the brush >u
lost the trail about 15 mobers into the heoavy undorgrowihs

(2) A% 0B00H a platoon petrol from Company H at
BT.133325 on a scarch and destroy operation found a complete
60mm mortar unit, a U.S. heolmet, two NVA uniform shirts, an
LE-17 magazine, and 5 malo VN hiding in a cove. The 5 males
had marks on their shoulders of cerrying & pack and rccont

DEGLASSIFIED §
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vaccination scorcs on their arms. The detainees and captured
cquiprnent was forwarded to the 5th Marines Se-2,

(3) At 11501 a combat patrol from Company M rcceived
six to eight rounds sniper fire ag they approached a hemlet
at BT 149322. Returning firc or the enemy they flushed out
between 25 and 30 who withdrew quickly to the northecast. An
L0 ealled a B8lrm morter mission on the flceing enemy ond
asscoscd 10 KIA probable, ,

(L.} At 1E2CH a platoon of Company H made contact
with an estimated encmy company in trenchces at BT 128326, In
the initial contact the Marine platoon was pinned down by hecavy
onemy automatic weapons fire, The Company Cormencer mancuvered
another platocn to assist the engaged platoons The manucver-
ing ULutOOP irmcdiatsly encountcred stiff cnomy resistencc.

At 1630H tho Commending Officor of the 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marinos cormitted Company M to support and assist Company H,
Company M becanc cngaged ot BT 2127327 as the Company Commander
attemptcd to roll the flank of tho cnomy, Jhc manocuver by
Company If ceuscd tho onemy to ropositicn his forcos to counter
tho attack by Cijqnv M, Whon tho ocnomy repesitioned it
allowed Company H to moncuver and start to withdraw the
casualitics, 4 fixed wing strikc was called by Company IM on
the cnbrenched cnemy. The aircraft dc liruru” ngoalm 500 1b
bombs and straffing runs,. ore was 100% target coveragos

(5) &%

a E
crmloyed Company I and

a sma]i cormand, uroup to nuvo to a
vantage point ob BT 125317 to sunport the ovacuation of the
casualitics and provido o scoure londing zZonce

(6) Tho oneimy broke contact and bogan to withdraw
from tho pogition at about 2330H, <he Battalion fired in
oxcess of 120 rounds of 8irm mortars in support of Companics
H ard M in the attack and on tho routcz of cnemy withdrawal,
Casualitics to fricndly units werc @ XIA; 20 WIA and 3 WIANE,
Enomy casualitios werc L0 XKIi confirmed; 17 KIA probablo.
Thore was no asscgsment givern ¢on the 8imm mortar mission on

>

R

thie enemy routcs of withdrawal,
h, 11 Scptombor 1967

(1) At first light the position held by Companies
M and H was consolidated and the OV&CL“tiOn of casualitics

cquinment bogen.
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(2) 4t 1030H a combat patrol Ifrom Company Y scarch-
1‘5 the Battleficld at 3T 127327 found o 60rm mortar sight
and casc. The serial number on the sight was 6529390 and the
serial number on the casc was 7692951

(3) Tho remeinder of the day the Battelion conductod’
deliberate soarch and destroy operatlons in the zonec of action.
At 1700H the companics wore located at the following patrol
bascs. : ' 4 .

{a) Command Post, Companics I, K, and L « BT

13331ho

3

() Companies T and M - BT 138311
‘The units established night activities at the following locations
which are very rovelent to the following action rovorte

(¢) Company I - reinforced squad oombat out -

(a) Company K - reinforced plt combat cutpost

128312:

(¢) Company K - sguad combat outpost BT 130312,

i, 12 Seoptenber 1967
(1) 4%t 0330H the sc quad combat outpost of Compony I

observed movenent of a large conenmy foree moving west to cast,

Imnpulatoly the COP oponou “firc and began to toke fire on their

position. Approximately 10 minutcs later the entirc patrol

base porimcter on the southern side began to rcecelive firc from

the cnomy force estimated a NWWA compeny and pessibly two. The

encny force was equipped with automatic wuaponu snl assault

machine guns. The "spodky” punehip was utilized in illumi-

nation and firc support. At about 0530H the chnemy force begon

to break conbact and in an attempt to flee weet were sngaged

by thc Company ¥ combet outpost, The enemy did neot attempt

to fight this forco only surpress by fire, Tho combat outpost

upon post actlion interview, cstimated the cnemy force to e

two company in size. Casualitics to the friendly units was

1. KIhyg l DOW° 20 WIA: and 2 WIANE, The cneny sutfered tho

following casaulitiocs; 35 KIA confirmed; 20 KI4L probable and

b PWst of which 3 died of wounds bofore they could be ovacuated,

The asscssod prcbable casualty figure dees not include an

asscssment of HDA,

[al
n
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v (2) The romaindo” of the day the Battalion conducted
‘soarch and dostroy Opora ions end ovacuated the casuulltlcs
end cquipment policed from the scone of battlo.

~ {3) A% 1700 the Dattalion with Companiecs H and M
loading the atbeck sccured Tﬂsk Forco X=vray Ob1uct1vo 1 at
BT 1530 with no cenemy contsac

{l}) The Battalion consolid tod tho position and
during the romainder of the nizht conducted night security/
ambush potrols From the patrol ohsoe ‘

Je 13 Soptembor.1967

(1) At O800H Companics I and H commenced the attack
on Rogimontal Objective A, at BT 1731s The objecetive was
goized and sceurced at 1030H unopposcd,

(2) At 1030H Companies K and M crossed the linec of
departurc to attack, scizc and sccurc Task Foreo Qbjectivoe
2, located at DT 1830 and BT 1831. The objcctive was sccured
unopposed at 130H, The Battelion immoedistely commonced t0
consolidate the Oos¢ulon, establish a patrol basc and conduct
deliberate scarch and destroy operaticans in the objective earca.

(3) At 1700H the Battalion was taskcd the missicn
to conduet a helilift from the nrﬂﬂont position to a sccure
LZ at BT 1639 and attack south to suppow? She ist LV Rnger Lask
Group units at BT 1635.

(L) A% 2000H the lcading olcacnts of tho 3rd

Battalion, 5th Marincs comacnccd +ho helilift from LZ at
DT 198}%8

(5) At 2100H after Gompany I and a platoon from

Compeny H had been 1ifted out,the landing zone cemc under
attack by sni 70?5 with ﬂutomatlc woapons Two Merincs wero

wounded reéguiring medevac, +he romalnder of the helilift was
canceoelloda

{6) it 213OH Cory

{56! pany I and tho platoon from Company
T waeg chopped to tho 1lst Batta

lion, 5th Marincs.,

<.

¢
5

a fech march

ttalion (= )\rcln) commoncad
11 25 at BT 2231,

~d
|y

Lt a330d tho 3z d Ba
from 3T 153388 to Hi

GLASS! [FHE@ L
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ke 1l Sootombor 1967

(1) Lt 0630H the leading oléments reached the
objective orca at Hill 25,

(2) At 0800H the 3rd Dattalion, 5th Marinos commencoed
a holilift from Hill 35 (Hill 29) to a landing zone at 3T 136367
to attack, scizo and sccurc the Hill 53 complex at BT 129369
and proparo to continuc the attack to the west.

(3) 4t 0840H tho Ile ading cleomonts of tho Battalicn
sot down in tho landing zonc unopposced end commenced the
attack on Hill 53,

(L) At 0910H the last elements of the Sattalion
lancod in the LZ,

(E) At 0930H Company L sccured Hill £3 unopposod,
Tho Sattalion commoenced COHSOllLuElOD of the objective and

landing zone arcas and began preparations to continuc the
T attack,

(6) At 16304 the Datielion was rolisved of the security
of Hill 53 by the lst ARVN Ranger Task Group. :

(7) At 1630T the- 31& Jﬁutallon, Eth Marines with
Comranics K and H in the lead comcnced the attack to the
Regimentel Objective D at BT 1137,

(8)- At 1830H Compenics H and X secured Objective D.

Cormanies-L, M and the Cormand Post followed in trace end hegan
consollgstlon of the Objcctive area,

(9) Throughout the remainder of the nizht the Dattalion
consolicated tho position and coaductsd aggressive night sccurity/
anbush patrols.

1. 15 Soptember 1967

_ (1) At 0800H Company H commonced tho move from Objoctive

D to a LZ ab BT 156387 followed in trace by Company L, the
Cormand Post, Companies M and K.

(2) At 0%30H Company H, 2nd Battclion, 5th Marincs
wes chopped to 5th Morines for n@llllfL to 2/5 arofe

DEGLESIFIED
17
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22 Septenber 1967

(3) At 1030H operational control of Compmy I, 3rd
Battalion, 5th Morines was returncd to pevent organization
from 1st Battelion, 5th Marines.

(L) 4%t 1200H 11 urnits of the 3rd Da

ttalion, 5t%h Marines
were in tho asgembly aeres for tTruck movemer to Hill 63 combat
Lase,
() At 1600H all units of 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
had returned to Hill 63 Combat base and Opsration SWIFT was

terminated.

11. Results
Q. bnemy

{1) "The followin ng 1s an assessuent of VC/NVA personnel
casualitics inflictec based upon post operation debriefing.

. {a) WVA XIA (confirmed) = 3123 (includes 53

confirmed KDA)

(b) FVA XI4 (probeble) - 307 (includes 1LO prob-
able XE3A)

(c) VG KIA {(confirmed) - 2
(d) Detainees - 11 (7 processed to 7th ITT)
(e} PUst (WVA)} - 5
(2) The compiletion of enemy squivment and
captured or desgtroyed is included in paragravh 7.1k

gence porticn’,

{3) YThe following is a ccompilation of equipment and
materinl lozg or captured Irowm the Marines units,

-} One AN/PRC 25 Serial No 3323

[

/
\

(W)

) Two 7.62 lMaochine Guns, M-60 Sexial No L.£639

i
1y

& 20510,

(c) Four M«l6 Ssrial Nos unknown at present

IE@MX%@BEHE
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(1 DOW}

(26 WIANE)

AT
Bt I

]3] 0
the resupply orders

Clothing

Normal

ulrl‘l’lben‘.l C-(h wes

resuppiy was berely

accomplished in fthe

21121
-2 September 1967

aceOl-

net was used as a logistical and heli-

esupply

[l
o
‘¢t
=
(o]

re never fully CO]pleted.

adequate at

c. Treatment of Casualitie Hospitalization

(1) "Therc was st 7 eqacu tion
of casualitiss, This weas i & srglens
campaizsn thet this Commend has zxperienced dAiffi nﬂ1+ in cvac-
ueting casualis from the field. At times it toc¥ LE hours
to : g f the battleficld, 2 to 30 hours to evacnate
g ty WIlAs., 1t is undersiandeble that the nass
ca ¢d a problem normally not O] crienced but
uneve nite lcek of holicoonter avallobility %o supnort
an. P this sirne.

(2} Ths omeorgency medevec helicopters 28 usual were
cutgtanding in tormeg of timelineose ond aggiessivenses in
evacsuction of scoriocusiy wounded Marinos.

d. Transportation
(1) ¥No problems were cncountorcd with transnortation,

DEGLASSIFIED
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(2) A varticular note should be made of the heli-
1ift of this Battalion on the morningz of 1l Sevntembsr., It
took only 30 minutes to helilirft this Battalion from the time
the Tirst Marine set foot in the tacticel LZ until the final
load disembarked Prom the helicopters. This quick build up
of forces enables Gthe Battalion Commander to gain rapid con-
trol of the lending 2zone and still have sufficient forces to
continue ths attack if necessary., <+his lift was a classic

exenple of the Marine Cowps rotrlne of verticel envele
loprment. The utilization of the CH 53 helicopter was the
single contributing fector to thﬁ ranid troop build vr. The
value of this aircreft is unouestioneble from a ground
commencderts vicw point,

. Communicetions

1) Ope -ational Coummn:cablonu WCTu meintaine
re

througzho tion SWI“T by ut11121n e AJJ’PC 25

u
This tudi
Iak

cormunic

) This Batb-Wlon es roeriencod some cowmuni-
ficulzy with the enemy electronic inter-

she nets, nowexar, quick wnd nositive action
was tak@n to switch to alte te- frequencies to eleminate
the probloms when the jJamming ocecurrod on the Battalion

cﬂtlnnﬂ Gi

froquency,

(3} Considerable difficulity wes encountered wit
the life span of the BA 386, The life of the battery wa
about half of past oo nee nventigetion revealad Lhat

vasterics (DA j66) Teesivs
shelf 1ife teormingl datoes

)

iv werse ounes on which

o Modical ZEvacuation

{1} Total number of mecdical evacuations - 226

(2) Xilled in Action . B Y:

(3) VYounded in Actinn - 131

(lt) VWounded in Action ¥ou Evac - 26

(5) _
(6]
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13. Cormanderts Analysis

a, Following lerge cngegements Curing Operation SWIFT,
this Battalion was allowbu sufficicnt timc to conduct search
and destroy oporations in the immedizte area., Howevor, when
operating in woll kqown cnd/or suspectod ecnemy legistical
support areas-thu Battalion ¢id not hove time to anquatoly
scarch for tho suLﬂlj caches. On at least thrce instances
it would have boen zcvantogeous to csteblish a bettalion patrol
bhso and conduct Lothll scarch andc LgstrJy opcrations,

’

- During Opoyation SWIFT frlondly ﬁxtlllory impacted
in tho p031tlons of the Battalion on threc accasicms, inflic-
ting o totel of four Marinos wounded in action, The causes
uUPOuTOQ to bo-

(l) lhu position of the frlundly unit was on the
gun-=tcrget lino; ang,

(2) .0n two occasions tho battery was firing at
meximum range with the friendly units on the gun=target line,
Ruco»n1z1nr this dangor ufforts should b 1n1tht0L to assign
the mission to & b“tturj that will heve Criondly units froc
of the gun~-target line,

c. Problems cnccunterced with medical cyecuction and
rcsupply arc worthy of further discussion. The prime prob-
lom wos simply 1&0& of ava 1lcble helicopters to support the
logistical load. Tho Battalion oxporloncou at onc time =
30 hour deley in cveocuating wounded Marincs. EBven though
the cvacuces worc not in an omerg seney status 1t is felit
this time pericd was cxecssivoe. Jhore was also o delay of
L8 hours in ovacusting the remains of deccascd Marincs,
The availebility cf tnu hclicopters also ceuscd a celay in
roesupply., Thuso crces crcato o »roblom to thoe ground
cormendor in that cxploitation of this initial succoss
and continuction of the cttoek is slowed until the logistieal
requircnonts cre acccomplished,

d. Opcration SWIFT is considered succussfvl in terms
of cxporiocnce goinud, disorganizaticn of the ostablished
North Viitnamoso Army units; thc tomporary disruption of
his sunvly routcs tnd inflicting losscs on his porsconnecl.

14y Reeommendations:

(1) "hat on futurc o.orotions considoratiuvn Be given
to obteim helicopter support from any ovailcble source,

DEGLASSIFIED ,
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22 September 1967
{2} That ia ¥ 1lifts considerction be given to
includeo €3 pag in nreuering L&'s ‘ust pricr to the first
wave landing
(3) Thet consideration be given to allow units more
time to counduet detoilad secrch and degtroy operations,
porticule ke V23 é stic suonort
2TEas,
,éadkﬁﬁﬁféjwh\x
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AFTER ACTTION SUMMARY OPERATION SHELOYVILLE

1. Intelligence

2. During the nlanning for Operation SHELBYVILLE the.
enenmy was known cr suspected to have the following forces
Gisposed in the erea of overation:

0-13 Company Revorted at BT 0251 in late Aupgusts
: - guspected of carly September disnlace-
ment to 3T 1062,

Q=15 Company With suspected Airpesitioat DT 0360.

R~20 Battalion Reported at AT 8852 in midnAugusﬁg ‘
- ‘ suspected of oarly September displace-
ment to AT 9952,

V-25 Battelion Revorted at BT 065L and BT 1952 in
~ - mid-Septembera ’

b. This whole arca, including the Islend, is a movement
route from the Western side of the "Rocket Delt" to the sus=
pected VC supply center et Cho Ba Market area, BT 20l,
Accordingly, many pre-operation intelligence revorts were
aveilable lﬂLiOuE“n as many as five onemy Bottalions. Third
Dettalion, Fifth Mﬁrinos' pre-onoration estimate reported one
VG Datbalicn {Main Force) hurborlng sn the Island; €=13 Company
end unknown clomonts of the V=25 uCtuullon, posaibly a recon
element "lth missions in tho AC,

P Durlng the conduct of tho oper:s tlon, 3rd Dattelion,
5th Hrr ineg is believod to have had contact with one VCHF
compony on the nisht of 23 SootumJ o} ]907 at 3T Gz7h28. A
sceond ma jor conbact was had on 25 Soeptombor 1947 with onec
VCMF or NVA company at 3T 00528, Durzn» thig cuntaet, the
cnomy cstallished a ™" ahaped ambush and. ongaged Lima Company
after India Company had previously moved through ths same sen-
cral arca,

d. Yo major (Platoon or Comdany) contact develonod during
the operation,: . . .

cs Several sniners, individuals, end three man tecams con-
timuod to attempt thoe delay of the Battalionts zdvance.

i)%ﬁﬂLhS%%@NED

INCLOSURE (3)
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£. Torrain

(1) The whonle arsa of operaticn was charccterized by
flzt torrocin flanked by two gonerally East-Wost rivers aboub
“four to five foet in donth in tho South to over twelve foet
in the Horth Lreuneh of Song Xy Lamg

(2} The ve 5ion tekes many forms, ransing from very

.
. ~ s O =20
thick bamboo btreslines to %i#hﬁ thicit grass and vimca, This.
vogetotion ig 8o thick and froquent thet fields of fire wore
novor groecber thon 200 motors ond, wmest often, legs then 100,
The single unlform exception to this weore the Fow rice padiles
formed in tho centrai "Islend™ arca only.
Be P@.n:":f:l:

(1) Dotailed and/or brief scrooning intorviews wore
conductod of the Vieltnamese farm families by the Battalion
Intelligence perscnnel, From thesc 26 intervicws the folilow=-
ing facts or Vlctnanose oplnlons developod.

: : (&) or tho poople who liveod on.tho "Is’er 't 12
to 16 months ago, only one for every four wcw rcmain in tho
orcil. .

(b) Only six non-hostile Viotnamesc males woro
observed out of some 1O+ peonle scen from the centsy of the
Iislend to the Western river shores., Of those, ¢ll were over
50 years of ggo. All tho familioss claimed that the younger,
heads -of tho house, were in Da Nang working.

{c) The fomilios and the living querters were
observed to Do poorer than normolly found in Quo Son and Thang
Binh Provinces.

.

h, Rice Harvest

(1) The few Dien Ban rice fields " in the area of
operation, according to 16.Viotnameso sourceca, are expected

——to-yicld not more then 1200 Tons of rice, storting on 1 October

19670 -

(2) It wes difficult for the Vietnamose to cx=-
nlain who was going tc hervest tho rice with aill the men
"working in Da Nun@ and ,based on wvovious answers b“ scruoning
quosticns, not expocted £50 return for "seversl months." Ono
single source, a T4 yoar nld man, perscnally interviewed by

TU U=

@E@M% IENEMICLOSTRE (3) .
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the Dattalion Intelligsence Officer, admitted that saquads of
VO from the South and T ortn of the Islend would come %0 help
with the barveost. In some cosag, the VO individually or in
emall groups own thoe fislds,

.
1

. Structurc and Ground Demage

{1}  Tho arca covered by 3rd Bettolion, Sth Marines
ovidonced cxzxtensive damago to homss, out-buildings aond fields
28 a rssult of eerilal and artillory bombardment. Those fow

people r@m"*dy-on the Island, who were strongly suspected
of being VC fumlllus, were indiffercont to the bombardment.

(2)  The man-maco cover cpainst artillory and
modium ordnanco, wore found to Lo professinnal and oxtensivo,
Docp cormmunication tronches and oxtra reinforced bunkors woro o
for to mamsrous to plot 0N O TED

e  Incmy Rosglket gnfermatimi

: (1) None of tho Vietnomese Nationecls intorvicwod
claimed to heove any xnnxlogvo of cnemy rockets. Additicnally,
maeh Bham Imew of Shce 100, COO ‘“ustprs rowaprd Tor mockoes
rforuabion but none belisvod the Goverument would iet thoem
koon the noney.

N

Xs Inomy Losos

KIA {0) = 20
FIa (P} = 3b :
Win {(C) -~ 3
JIL (P} -~ 9
1, Inemy Fguipment Captured
1 M=60 Machinepun
5 ¢ HMixed subo and scmi-nuto rifles

21 Chi Com Crencdes (All destroyed in placo)

18 Itoms of servicoelle "782" poor, V0 and NVA

S00 1bs {Approx) of nidden polish ;0 rico (given to
locel villagers in cquzl shores) -

20 lbs of NVA class medical scrvice, yoar (destroyed
in place) '

2, Migsion
To costeblisgh blaoklnr positicns by H=hour on U-dn aloeng

the south banks of & Song Chiem Son Hivor in the a331ﬁnod AO

ENCLOS IELi3)
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onemy withdrawal cn oxfiltrotion to tho 8outh, To
wnLuct doliborato end thorocusgh scarch end destroy oporations
to kill, cepture, ond dogbroy cnony forcos ond oquipmont,

3. Coneccpt of Oporation

At 2216000 Company T departed the Hill 63 Combat 3Jzse cnd
moved North aloeng H to the intersecticn of Highwny #337
(BT 095528 thon ¥ to tho- bluckln“ woalu*on at iy 015513,

A% 211CGCCE Companiea K and T LY

ed in trace of Co u'rrv I %lockknﬂ p031 jons c* BL Ogb
Cempeny K and BT 031529 for Comngny L and the Alrhs o
Group,

» O OllDW-
"(_) 'PO'L"
wf{d;. 1:0.d

Lo Fxocuiiona 3eo Cperations Qverlay.

“a. 21 Septembor 1967

: (1) At 1130H the Commanding Officer, 3rd Bettalion,
5th Marincs reccived the Pirst Marines Operation Orler for
" Operotion SHELBYVILLE,

(2) &% 1600H Cormany I deported Hill #63 as ths
"advoanco guard for the Battalion (=), to move to tho attack
peogition at BT 015516,

(n } At 1B00H Co*npmlc,s K, L and %the All e Cormend G’I“Oﬁp
Ceported il #63 for attack ﬁohitlons oast of Comnapy I.
Company L with the £pha Cormand Group at DT 035513 and orpmy
K et BT 0L9512,.

f1.) At 2100H Compan
compound ot BT 127 160 woundi
coordinction again made and

U recolved firs from on ARVN
g one Marino. O"/or was roqdored,
he march continuod ¢t

ny
in
7

Ty

‘\2

~
L

(')
,J

e 22 Septembor 1567

B d to 1lst
Merinecs for . Oporation & :

(2) At
their xvespoctive 1 al
imetoly 20 snipor rounde from an
cinity of DT O2J,¢,ﬂ A

o attack into
reooived OPRProx-
Tron the i
conduascsed with

awoaep of ths rrot wa
negative results, Une Morine JIAIZP
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(3) At 083OE Gomvany L while conaucting o sonrch and
doatroy patrol saw § VC with wcapons fleoing zeross o river at
BT 031525, &4 sesreh 5f tho srea revealed B V0 KI4 cond
with one woapon cepbured slopg with various 762 goar.

‘ ) At 1115H Compony I smotted two VC across the river
ot RT 00852, DBoth wore cerrying weanons and taken under fire.
Hesults wors cne VO KIA »Jn¢h_ned through field glasscs erd ona
VC KIL prcheblie soen to fall and drep h;mself 1nto the brush.

The arce wesu't searched because of onunuary,ﬂnu berricr restrie-
t l ..ln. e - . .

- - (5} 411 companies organized patrol bascs in thelr ob=
- Jective creas end cunducted lccal night activitios, '

Ca 23 So1 mher 1947

{1} At 1000H the scout-sniper toom with Company XK -
spotiod L V0 weoring black and carrying weapons across the
rlvcv nwmw’" into the treelino. The sniper fired L. rounds and

w 3 VE fall end lay etills Tho fourth made it into the
tr9011ﬁ '

;\(

1200H Companies I end L along with tho .£lpha
nositioned their 1 1ovk1n5 208 J.1:'lon“v Compeany
523 and {omnany L with the ¢Y moved wo B

'3 3
2) A
Commchd Groug
I movoﬂ o

=Y
JH o

sontinued to conduct agpressive search and
our AL,

de f ry nat

(3} 4t 1L25H the leading elements of Commaony I trinped
whot was Lallersd 0 be & M-26 frag grencde Lochy=twod ”ith A
vino trip wire acrogs the treil ot AT 027f°3 Thrce (31 WIA
Medevac,

(L) A% ]GE6H 0 £izha Command Group found appromi-
maetoly 2C0C 1bs of rice and 200 1Ls of salt at 37 C35;22« Xit

" Carson deouts glvi;vu tho rice ond salt up in egual aporoes and
handed it out to the familiss in the imnasdllote cren,

{5) A%t 1600CH a Nﬂrlne from Company L tripred a [-26
frag grenalo bo bg*ulﬂ? while moving through a ﬂadge*
a

"T[s. 1‘7"’-‘0‘.‘ o000

(6) 7308 any K spottod 6 VN mal ‘
fomales running from o netrol at 2T G522, Twe of thoe malos
wors carrying woapon ; < 2 rounds b(A fire at thie potrol,.
The nebtrol roturnc h of cwe areo rovealed 2 V“

ETi confirumad, 3n
trails leacding

J

N
kl
cr
i...)

O (@]

‘J’u L nY Obau.,l.@é

@u "

5

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(7) 4t 2030H o Compeny L, LP at DT 028529 sighted
through a Starlirht Scope 20 comoulleaped V0o The LP book
the enemy under fire end wes withdrawn to the main COF.
() At 2115F a Company L plaboon gize Combot oubpost
at DT 027528 was token under salpor fire and ocecassional in-
coming pgienades. Znemy fire wos received from cll sides through-
out tho nizht until 240330H, During ths night both flare~ships
.end fire-fliss were employed with oxcellent resulis. No friendly

casualties woro reneived with one WVL KIA confirmed and 20 KIA
probables estimcted from extensive blcod trerils end drag marks,

d, gg:SaQtembef<;96?

(1) A% O0730H all units Begen moving to a river fbrding'_«
sito ab DT 012521. T o

: - (2) &4t 0900H Compreny I roceived appnroximotely 10 rounds
incoming snipor fire from DT 013513, Blackeoat adjusted an
8lrm merter mission and s pletoon swept throupgh the area obe
sorving 3 V€ in pgreon uniforms with wsapons moving into +the
brush. The platoon took them under fire end scw 2 VC fall,
Results of senrch located 2 dlstinet blood trails but no VGO
bodiocs, No friendly cesueltiles and 2 ¥ KIA prcbables.

{3) At 1100 Drosmhour 3<l spotted 20-30 V€ in the
oren ct 3T 007518 to AT 990516. Dreemhour controlled Hwo

flights of fixed wing with the following resulbs: 5 jS S
confirmed, 5 VG EZA probable, ond 5 fipghting holes daestroyed,

(L) 4% 172CH the loading olements of Company I woere
aken uvnder hoavy auto ond somi-cubomatic S/4 firo at 2T 030525.
Comreny I returned fire immedictely but thoe enumylurtke cuntact

ané moved MW,  Five (5) friendly Wihits Modevac.

{68Y Lt 18301 21l units hed
end condusted loeel night sctivitioes,

{1} 4% 1130H Company L receivoed heavy semi autometie,
cutomatic S/A Fire and M=79 fire from an estimoted 20-25 VG
dug in the vieinity of DT 005527. Artillery was roquostod but
was inceffective due to numerous chock firos boecauso of holi-
copters in areoa, Fixod wing wes rogquestod with regative results,
Aircreft wore lounched bubt were divertced for a higher priority
olsowhero. Olrm mortars were offcctively cmployod. EResulis:
S WIi Medovace friendly, . ’

- ENCLOSTURE {3)
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(2) at 1330H Compamy L dotectod 3 M16Al 30uncing
Betty mines at DT C03526. All were blown in pleoce.

{3) Lt 1550H the scout sniper team attached to Company
tod 2 VO with weagons at DT 016520. Thamiper fired 2.
and. gaaw onc VC fell ond romain in position, The acecond

: Lroo was not sgare hc” hoceuad of
vag xept under gurve ldhub untll uark
Vo ;C"A c,:jni'.‘.“.meu,

K one crratic 8lmm wmortar round fell- short
L 1ing two Marinos and woundinz five obhoers, All
ncdletely end no other symwnition from that
Sakc! fﬂr dﬂ 1370ot1"5+10n he oucn conduched,

1G]
ot 37 Q)aL iri
wore svacuatoed
p&rt&cula: lot

. (5? At 1710F tho flrhs,Coqnmng Grovp rocoisved a heovy
volume of S/4 fire end M=79 rounds from 2T 010519 to 3T 014520
from on estimated 15{+) VG, 4An scirstrike wes run end the enemy
immedictely broke contact end flad south. Resuliz: one VO RIA
confirmed and one VO KIL probable. One Marinse KIA snd onas
HMerine VIA Medevac. :

, {6) At 190OP 2ll units congolidated nt BT 006528 and
conducted local night aectivities.

. 206 Sentembar 1057

(1) At O70CH Company L continued tho attack to sscuro
Objoctive #1 at AT 999528 with Companies X, T znd CP in troce,
Lftor zecuring CbJGGu]IU #L Cov;anv K passed throusgh Tomany L
end continued the attack to Objgctlvo #2 ot AT 926528,

(2) 4t 1635H Company K, whilo conducting thorough
search and dostroy in the vieinity of AT 981529, found ono NVA
KI4 in a trench line. Iaemy hed black treousors and & groon

jecket on buit had no weapon., 1 VO XI4 confirimed.

: {3) 4% 1505H 2ll units consolidated in tho vicinity
ofAA‘ 985528 and condusted local night uCthitLOSo

(L) At 2135H Company L squead size combat cutpost’
snot oc 3 VC with hoavy comouflapge wmoving in a wostorly dircetion
ot AT 985520, Cutpoat took them under fire and heard ons VC
yol’ lovdive. Seearch cf arca et first ligkt rovoaled cne heavy
lrag mars = ono VO HKTL probeble,
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(1) 4% OT730H tho attack was esntinued with Cumpanies

K Pnd’L abroast 1+h Cnmncny I and the CP moving in tracoe,®o

tho vicinity of AT0O51L38 and then to tho vieinity of AT 969553,
’P} it 13000 Compeny L found 2 IVL KIA conx:rmod ot

LT QTE52E Both appecred 50 have boen hit with Elmm morhbare.

Both %au LVA wiiforms, pnols, coertridge belts and woopona. 0no

Keijly anc yne ¥~50 machine gun.
- Gompeany - I whilo swocping throupgh thoir
%1 ong tho river bank et AT 0?0554. ucth
fo thoy could throw a grenadc eand
““n of the aroa rovealed 6 Chifom gronades,
dpe belts alcng with one U3 30 Cul G nrbine,
‘JIlL ‘x)\\,s A.';l( 10 Fy
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hs 28 Sentomber 190:

(1) At O’?OOH Oparation ShBL_;YVILLF terminated,

units moved to the vieinity of AT

(L) At 1620H the lest unit errivod ot Hill 63,
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