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PART I 

1. . Dos isno.t ion C om.rnondo,.r Pcr.,}.od Covered 

3rd Batto.l1on, 5th 11arinos LtCol C.B. \VEBSTER 27Nny67-6Sop67 
LtCol W.K. ROCKEY Since 7Sop67 

Compnny I 

Company K 

Com.pany L 

Company H 

ExocO 

S-l/Adjutnnt 

S-2 

S-3 

S-4 
8-,5 

Ofr 

USMC 

Enl 

35 1020 

f3~8~DINATE UNITS 

Capt J .A. SPEICf':8H 4July67-29Sep67 
lstLt R.J .. :t1ARNELL Sinco 30Sop67 

Co:pt F.l1. BURKE· 18iuDc67 .. 29Sop67 
Capt J"l\." SPEICHER SincQ JOScp67 . 

Capt J" R" T~-:'! 251Iny6 ~ 

Capt H.J ,J{QUiliOHSKI 4July67-4Sop67 
lstLt RoE o lvTL7r,TJ.>~ Since 5Sop67 

lstLt J "D. I1tJRRAY lAug67 

:r~ru j B "Pc.~ G1JiYITUN:3 22Apr67 

8Aug67 

1.titI.Jt D·H<::. DUNAGAN 2July67 

lstLt G..,E .. m.r8LEY 

l~ VERL.GE HONTHLY STFmNGTH 

USN 

Off --
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PART II 

e' 

Thoro cur-rontly ox~.sta in tho cOi::r:annd tho need for n 
Captain, 0402" At prosent tho billet is being fillee. by n 
Lioutona.nt;, 0302. Thr) ba.ttulion currently hus on bC8I-d u 
Sorgor;nt Nujor. Firs'l; Sorg . .;1J.nts nrc curr~ntly assigned to 
oach company. 

During tho past month tho Battalion experienced nn effective 
loss of T officers to 11 combination of rec.sons ill HJ.1~s, Nol'!'" 
Dc.ttlf3. C[~zJU!11ty, cmd TLD~ At pI'GScnt 3 cOl11}nmies in the 
Batte.lion aTe Cor.IGlc.nc1eJ. by First Lioutol.l!'cnts '" 

The lntol1igencG collection c.nd disseminc.tion effort during 
this poriod was dodicnted s~ocific~lly te (1) the c.roc.s of .' 
co:mbc.t opm:-,['.tic18 2X"l.d (2) tho tor'rc.in~ ci7ilinn populnco, end 
onol1lY activities ·~;it;hin tho adjaccmt lo.:..0.(" c.roc..s surr-oundins tho 
O""'bMt 'nr('O" (',..--, ,...J.. ;:r''1'' 6"· '11<.,.' ] '!-"',"~>"'- 8 "'1· "-'n ~"to ",!",lfl L~ ,~!Jc: .... )'v.vL:.r"l:'l (...~I,J ~...'":- ....... ...L, ,:)~ ":~l.~~_S .. D.tJ!J ..... '<_ urvl: wn .... 6 ~l~ 0_,:., '/rJ.--
S1VO attont10n bo ga~hor1n~ trQ2~ o~o~lLyg3Populntl0naens1~Y 
survoys [',nd we:tor tc_blocP .... tr"Ce ::,:'0:[' tho o.l)l)r'onching monsoon 
so ['.8 0113 $ 

At tho pro.sent .. .tirlo tho.J:'OJ2.:r'O .n.J. nn.j9r cO!]!]1unicc~tion 
probl.e:,;lf:) " 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTliqG OF SIGNIFICIJ'lT EVEN~ 

1. Topios 

Porsonn.ol and !1c1ninistration 
--~---""-- ... ------.... -----..,,,.---,,-

(:L) Tho B8.'ctnlio~ began tho month of Soptonbor lVith on 
on-roll stI'onQ;th 01' 40 J:.hrine Offico:rs, 1120 11nrino Enlisted, 3 
Na.vy OfficGrs r:md 56 Ih:v;-'{ Enlisted.. Ourcurront an-roll strongth 
ia 36 1~2.:eJ.rLo J:~fic~E'SJ 1122 rlcLrino Enlis-cr,::'", :3 Unvy Officers 
"n r1 ~6 F "'IV "'-':n' 1.. C'To -. d <.,;.;. _\'_", •• 'lu.; J.,;. ........... L..,.,\,;; • 

(2) Two mn.rine Officers c.rc TllD to Ct..G nnd III HllP" 
One l'It.l.'>ine Of:f'iceY is Tl..D to Okinmm IGnvinc en affoctivQ .' 
stroD.sth of 32 I'Iv-rine Ofi'icors. ThoY'c 0.1'0 0.180 3 Me..x'inc Im­
list;o([ non-effective. Tho current o';:'foctivo stx'ongth of tho 
BC.t'Gi:.Lton is 30 Me-rine Officers c.nd 860 l-Ic.:r'ino l~nl:1.stcd. 

(3) Thoro nrc 2 Na.rine Of'f'i'c.ors and 72 Hc.r'ine En­
listod l::;Jhodulod :for rota:::.ion durinG th01110nth 01' Octc~Jor. 

D'J' _~1tolliBon.2.£ 

(1) ?oY'sonnol. During tho ·lllonth of SOlJtenhor tho 
Br-:.ttc.1ion IntOl"lieonc('. Seetlon joined c. Stc.ff SorS0c.nt 0369/ 
0231 :['::;1

0 c:'uty f~S tho J.:l1tolligonco Chief. Loss of POT-S annol 
incluciod D. Mastor Scrgunnt CJ2)9,. two La.noc Cor-pornl Scouts, 
ono on ~1orI!l().1 rotr.tion tho;)thcr 0... thrioe '\tlOundod" 

, (2) Intcl1i[Nncc Oo~lcctiono During OpGrctiQn~ stoJIFT 
l'.Ild SIiIIT.BYVILLE "c.l1C loce.! OOr.r~1U:1Y OpoT'c.tions, thv COID;(,)CJ.1.ios 
c1ovolopod.f'ond ___ pro.cossoc.l to J)o.ttc.lion 79 o-oporntoc ombut intell-
igonco rO:Joy,ts. 

(3) ,Intelligonce Ro:)o~~in8 

(n) Eight into1liGonco ostimntos nnd sUlnmnrios 
with supportinG OODs t rmc ovorlnys tmro c~ovolupeG. c.nd prosented 
to tho subortlinnto units durinG tho roportirlG :Joriod" 

(b) Eloven ndditionc.l torruin nnd enomy nctivitios 
ovorlo.ys, fen" l)lc.nnine end study 1·1OI'0 c10volopod nnd me.do avail­
abla to e;tu.ff' officors c.nd oanr.9a.ny Q.or:r.:mnuoI's. 

(0) B~ttnlion 8-2 parsonnol oonductod deily·Qo­
tailed pntrol brioi'inGs nnu dcbI'ioflne;s. 
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(c.) Hill 63 Combo.t B/:ut2- Eno:cry activity around 

tho Oombat Basa hils incroiiSO"'(l <.;:.,Ktensivaly during tho month or 
Soptomber. DurinG tha porio~ 23-29 Soptombor, tho COtUlter­
mortnr/OP reported 61 individull1 sightings of cr-mod end uni­
formed onemy personnel. Over 15 Of these sie;htings resultod 
in arty/8L~1 mortur firo missions~ 

(,5) Viotnc:mC8Q Attachmonts.. Thore nre tlu'oo cxcellont 
interprotors.. 0.11 of T!lhOl1'i'7.ro netT voly cmployod in su:?:~ort 0:;: 
c0mba.t orora.tions·~ . 

(6) Kit ('ursana and Ch1ouHoi 1s. This Bo.tto.lion hus' 
four Kit Cnrsons nnd four C1:deu ltoU4,' =)I'ov1dinS oxcollent 
SU1}~lort ... 

(7) En0111Y Lassos. Tho enon:y suttered tho f<)11owi:.1S 
cc.suul tivs o.s Co result of tho 3rd Bc.ttc11on c.cti0ns this month: 

KIA Co) - 311 
KIA (p) .. 327 
KBA (e) - 58 
KBA (p) - 1.51 
pt.l t s 7 
Dotc.inoes- 6~ 

(1) Fow d~ys woro n.nilnblo to tho Bn"ttoJ.ion for 
tormnl t.: [tining (~1)G to tho oporntionnl comtl11 t!1l(;nt:=- ~ 

(2) l3ot\~·cc)1: Cb"~'·~T'ntions" trc.ining "TCS continuous by 1:',11 
eOTil:pc.nlc~~ ';l 'rho Bc.tt.8.J.lon conduG;;od t1'JC fr'Jr:nltl I:::.c1octrir.n.tj.on 
Sohoo:s . .Lor Lowly joinod Mc.rinos ~ CIG.ssos on r,rti11ory/mortc,r 
obsorved li!"o 1J:.t'ocoduro" for~mrd nir control l)rOccc.luros, cn't'o, 
clonnine, T'1nintc.ino.nco c.na sufety. of tho H-16Al 1'if10, and 
utilizc.tion of tho Stnrlic;ht Jcopo WOl"O ::,:>l"osontoc1 .. 

(3) Tho fol1o"Jinc: fc)rmn.:l. S '.Jhools '\-Tore 0. ttenuod by 
. ],)orsonnol fT-'om tho 'i:C.ttc.lionc, 

(Co) Okinuwu 

1 Viotna.r.lOso La.nGuc'.['~o School -1 

2 Embc.rkc.tion School -1 

). \ID~@'\1~~~W~~\ID _____ ~CLOSURE (1) 
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1 NCO School -S 

(b) Dt'J'Ta.ng 

• 
1 Vehicle lI1uterproC'fing School ,,,,'~. 

?. Psychclogicnl Opcra:bions School -1 

J CAG School ... 1 -. 
!i: llic.bnrko..tl')!l Schoel. ",,2 

.2 FAC /ALO School g,2 

,~ V:i.;:)tnru'lloso L[L~.G"L1t'.GQ Sch()ol-2 

de QRoratl·::ms 

(1) From 040500U to 151600H So~tombo:r' }.Q67 tt~o ,3:i.'">(.J. 
Becttu.llon, 5th MO,l"inos po.rtioip['.tod in Opol"ntlon S·llY]?!' •. 

(2) At 0411S0H COM?anios Kcnd M choppod to 1st 
Bo.t·;;nlion, 5th l1r..Y'inos for Opor£l..tion SWIFT. . 

(J) At 041S45Il CoapQD.7 I ohop~od to tlio 5th l-1nrinos. 

(4) At 0416058 tho )ft1. Battl'.l1on, 5th' Mo.I,inos c.ssumod 
OPCON of Compnny D_ 1st B£l,tta.11ol'1. lit Marines. 

(S) At 0421)03: "tho l.."lpha Comrund (b-o~:-T' ,,,r'lth CGmpbnlr·l>, 
1st Dd.< ,'}.11on, lLt K'l:t:-ines bo11JJ.ttod to Que So:n, to commonco 
Operation SWIFT. Soe Enclosuro (2). 

(6) At 0711,LOOH LtCol W~K. ROdKEY nssumE)c'~ co:mr.l~nd from 
LtC o}. C pi:' ~ ~\-EBSTER. } 

(8) At 2l1S00H Septombor tho .!Lrh2!' J,crL.!!,9.Ild. GrQ.~1 
Companios I::~ .. nnd L clepo.l'tod Hill 63 for Opera.tion SHELBYVILLE. 

(9) At 220730HSoptower 1967 Operntion SHELBYVILLE 
oommenced. 

,(10) At 280800R Soptomber 1967 Cpo!'!1..~~ SHELBYVILLE 

torlJuno.tod. . ~~~\b~~~W~~\S\!!J 
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301225H Co~nny K choppod to 1st Bnttnlion# 

(12) DurinG Soptomber tho Dnttnllon ?rovidau s~curity 
daily for tho enginoer ro~c swoep from Hill 63 to the intor­
soction of tho Sone De; Ron end !;rntiona.1 Highwa.y 1, ('.nd security 
ror onginoor r'oc.d ropa.ir offorts in tho AD. 

e. Al-tl11or:y.Support. Soo Fnc1osuro (2) 

f. !:l-r SU'J.~)o!.~ 

(1) During Septombor tbis DC.ttn1ion (iei. not r'oqnost . 
holicoptor- support I'or internal ta.cticul o::'1erations. Holi­
captor support requiroments c2urinG o:)orc.tions wero hnncllod by 
!:'.ttc.chod Holico:)torSu:;?l)ort TAl.m.S~ Holicoptor sup:.)ort Wo.s timel,. 
and effoctivo. . 

Soo EnclosuI'o, (2) tor nil' oporo.ti;)ns of Oporo.tion 
S'lrHFT. 

(3) T.ho Bnttnlion MB two nvi~tor fJ..O/FAC. Thoro ere 
sufficiontly trninod cmlisto<1 :,orsonnol to pt'ovic.o 0.11 compnnioa 
ldtl1 cdthor enlistod or- officor FAC to;JllZ)J(a) •. 

(1) Tho AN/PRC-25 ~tdi~ performod mn~o thrun ndoqu~te 
durin!.; thb 'past month... Tho AN/PRO-47 wn.s also utilizod to 0. 
smnll decreo e.s D. bnck-ul) nut c.nll on ono oporat.ion as a..u ndm.in 
not. It; ;'-:lr-ovidec1 CO'),: Oc)r:lIllunici'.tiona" but its H(y1Cht makes it 
oxtrclilely <1iffj.cult; to cc.rry c.ny ~rec_t c.istn.~cG" 

i,",) 
1,'<::' 

past month.,;; 

(n) P7.'oventivo mnintonCL1'lCO of.: rGd: 0 GCH::.r :tn tho 
cOlil?unios ... 

(0) Gomtlll1.nicnt ion8 socnri ty,. 

(c) Koo:,)inr.:; rc.(Lio C,o['.r· dry, 

(3) Clnssos nrc boinG civon to untto.lion 
.Pt'Jle~j:;::"P ,~o Ql1 sto.ff sections cn(: cOI:1;)o.nies to 
lJroblol11s. ~,jitll th0 biv:~ost ol11:Jho.sis on lil0thods of 
rnuio co;:',r~ Co:ml1rLu:dc~tions socuri ty hc.a irnprov(~Q 
un~ tI'['clning end suporvision.., 

Communic('.tion 
romody those 
wo.tor-proofine 
throu8h contin-

~\!,~~~~~l~~~~ ENCLOSURE (1) 
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(].) Gonor'ul. At prosent th(' o17orall lOGistics stC.tuB 
of tho 3a.tt::-,1~1.cn-fss[:.t:J.i;'lc.:: tc;!'J',~ 

(2) SUP-:J=h:;z. ;');lI'i.nG thE; 1::l0ntr. ot Septom:toJr l' 7~(;,.,:;co.ljon 
Suppl:;;' continuod to propnro tor tho mcnSQon sonson. r.i.'he roquis­
itions tor tho roquirod monsoon oqu1pmont havo boen submitted •. 

fa) On 15 Septomber thoro vas 0. chc.n~G in supply 
chiof's. SSgt KlillTINEL roportod to 315. with GySe;t nEf.JE:J:iT· 
tr~~sfor~oG to IJ5~ 

(b) On 23 Septombol nn assistnncG ti'!;f;l.:m tram 
Di.vision (G-4) o.rriveci to nssist the Da.tto.lion in reconciling 
the ror·m<:'~ .. ':'.:n'::'. irf'0:r.rnal accQunts. 

(0) n.i.V6ntory control c1nt·Q. wns (lstnblished for 
oxpondn"blc i toms una non-oxpon(lo.blo i toIllS. Priorj. t;y- 02 roquis1-
t!ona • .,yore 1'tUlUO on it·:)r::s of supp1y thc.t roquiroc:' fu"1. immodic.te 
neod m-:·.:' itoll1s that £1O',/"o rallen below tho r-oq1.'..:.t~jJ.ti0n ·)bjoctivo. 
Bo.ck(:n~('>·ll~ nnd ob~J.S[l.ti}n cc.rcs wer'Q 5.nitintc1 for· NAVNC"]OiJ cards. 
An inventory of individual equipment T .. msto.ken c.nc1 r'eoonciloc::. 
with the J.l">cntoJ"' cnrc1.s ~ Ilaquisi tLms held by CQ~.m ['_DC: 11otor 
Trnnsl'ort.;.rere l'oconci1ou nnll follow-u~)S s1.;,t;m.-;'ctEd. on oV0rclue 
status CD2'C.~S. Follcw-ups were also submittod on r'oquisitions 
ror- 'Hhich currant st!:"t:t.-:s wns n')t hol(l.~ 

(3) Hotor Transport.. On 2& SO:'YGombor f! t02..lt1 from 
Division (G4I)-r..rotc~;;> 'l'rnns:}ort suotj_o::J. "T4_sitod tho i3c.ttc.lion .. 
Ii. period of int".)Hllal instruction W'dS conc::uctod by tho torun 
covorinG 1st G~holon mnintonnnco. 

(1:_; Construction. Duo to Ie.ok of' cnqo:i..noo:;.:' i3t"~-c')ort, -a---Oo ...,._ ____ l.:J ~ ... 

constru~t.~i.C'r'_ ::t.:.1 '[;hG :C',:lSO C Ol111' 11ns bOOIl ~niniml11o. Sono bunkor 
Mntcric.l h~,-£ b:..I(.n roc'oived. Futur) ::;l£'.ns 5..ncluflc c~mstruction 
of a. 5C() ~lr\ll !l108E 'h[tD.~ nne:. w,)o~'.cr~ structuros :Lor the ata..ff 
socti0ne" . 

®~©~~~uW~~® 
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i. Civic Action 

(1) '~1Cap.. .531 Vietnrunaso from tho vl11o.r;cs of Phu- , 
Huong nnd Phu-iuep 'tlore trOD.te(~ c1uring ModCa.,s. l:IGdCn~?a o.r'G . 
conducted in the rospective Villo.ge Administrative OfficeE& 

(2) J.!'~~~~.n1;,£e~ D.lo to operationa.l comm~ trncnts du:,1ns 
Soptembo:p 1967 o.nc. :::shortuU0S of corpsmc.n, tr·o.inJ.ns at: Vl(n;r:..amoso 
mGclic['~l [m.e" h08.1 th personnel l'ITC.S not conducted,. 

(l; 1-1tcsto Food~ vlo.srofeod is beinG delivc!'oc1 c1nily 
to Ph1J .... Huons mx~'-l'hu:.IIIep Villages $ 

(4) I}rD.V0S to· Ror:lovn1 of all gravos wi thin tho Combt:'..t.·· . 
Base which tho-"Vlatnnmose desired roraovod;, has bG')n com~11otod.·, 

, . 

. (5) ~~. Lo.ok of o.vailablo enginoor su?port and 
equi:1111ont hl'1.S pro c.LuClod ccrnmoncomontof Civic Action Projocts. 

(6) Soriouslncidonts. On 12 Septemb~r 1967, n r-iorino 
assa.ulted 0. 71yeCJ:> o.le!. rwo Vie tnames 0 • A SOl'ious Incitlont 
l~olJort.wc.s submittod. An invoatiec.tion wa.s c')nductod and caso, 
hus b00nrG~G~rdd to t~~l by Coa~t-~ticl. 

(7) Psyops. An extensive progrnm of hnnd do1ivory 6£ 
leD~lots was 'conducted by all units curing tho month of SoptembQr • 
.A ground Psyopl3 bron(}cnst toD.nl was employed during Opere.tion 
SllEL:ts1.lIJILLE. 

(8) ProJocts" Prosontly tho 8-.5 is coordinating nnd 
assisti!1C tho-vr.r1r..i~or's in 'harvostinu; the ri~o cr0p with5,l1. tho 
l1rotoctfvo 'Hire o.t Hill 6). Numorous solf-hell) :projects are 
in the planninG st8.CO c ontingont u:;?on 8vcdlabiljty of su:;:)C,rt 
oncl sUlJplios. 

4 Septemb~r 

5 Soptomber 

7 Septembor 

8 Se,tomDor 

-, Operation SWIFT commenced. 
Lt V~Re CAPODfJmO, USNR KIA. 

- Ca.pt H"J. KOLtJeO\,{SKI NElS transferred to USNH 
Guam while hospitalized. 

.. LtCol CoB~ 1'IEBSTER l»TO.S roc.ssigneQ to HcltJ;ts. 3n~ 
1st l'furDiv t:or L~ntY6 

.. Joined LtCol l,r oK. HOmmy for c:uty as CO. 
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\ Joined Lt (1.T. KELLY CbO, USNR for dutY' as 

Battalion Chaplin. 
Operntion SWIFT terminated. 

22 Se~)tembel' - Opo!'t:ttion SHELBYVILLE commenced. 

28 Septem11el' - Operation SHELBYVILLE tOl"l!1inatf'de 

29 Sept8::J.ber - (Lll)t J oA .. SPEICHRR reas B igneu. to Conpany I for 
clv.ty as C oIr..rnandihgOffic6l"" 

... Ci'?qt F' .. M9 BURKE was trnns.ferred to Hc1qts Bn, 
1st ~larDiv i'or duty wiCAP e 

lst.r.t R (1'J." NARnELL assumed c1uties as CO 01' H&S 
Co" 

Joined Lt J.J. LEPORE, ChC.USNR for duty as 
Chaplin. 

@~©~~~~~~n~@ 
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HEADQUARTERS 
_ . nrefi'. 3rd Battalion, 5th l'1a.rines 

~m~~~~~UWU\.s1JY 1st Marine Division (Rej,n) FHF 
, , . FPO San Francisco, California 96602 r 3/BRC/p1b 

~~J ~~2~eptember 1967 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marin~s 

Subj: Combat Afte~ Action Re~rt 

1. 

Division O. 3480.1 
5th Harines Frag Order 

Operation Overlay 

Code Name. . . Operation S1'lIFT. 

2. Date of O,eI'ution. 040500H September 1961 to 151600H 
September 196 • 

3. Location of Operation. Quang Tin Province, Republic of 
Vietnam. 

4. COl'l'Iillo.nd Headquarters. Soe Task 0rgc.nization. 

5. Task Organization 

3rd Bn, ( ... ) (Rein), ~th l',rr,rines . LtCo1 C. B. 11JEBSTER 
{ incG 7 Sept67)LtCol liT. K. ROCKEY 

H&S Co {-} Capt J. A. SPEIC}llrR 
Dot, Btry F, 2nd Bn,llth Me.lttwes 
Det, 1st SP. Bn (EST) 
Det, 1st Eng Bn . 

Co K 
Co X (Rein) 
Dat, H&S Co 

Det, Mod PIt 
Det, 8lmm PIt (FO Tm) 
Det., COl1'lJ.':l Plt (FAC TIll) 
Det, Int Sec (Scout) 

Capt J. R., TEnNEY 

Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines 
Det / 1st Engineer Battalion 
Dot, 1st SP Batto.lion (HST) 
Dot.," Hdq Co, 5th I'Io.rinos (Scout-Sniper 

1 
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Co ~'I ; .. /~..... 
Co M(Rohi) 

. Det,aecs 0'0 
Det, ~Jod PIt .. ..' 
Pct, 811.nt1 PIt {FO ~m~\ 

J.D. lIDRRAY 

D. :0 t, . C ot'lt.':l . PI t. . (J{ A..a " '1m:~ 
Dot" Int Sec (~coutl 

Det, Btry F~;2rid Bil';, 11th Marinos (FO TIll) 
1?ot, 1st Eng.~n0br. Bnttnlion 
D.ot, l~t.3 P B,rt:ttnlion (HST) 
D9t, F&4:~Co. 5th llnrinos (Scout-Sniper Tm) 

,:':' 

Ba}ttilio,B He SenVG 

Co I 
'00 I (Rein) 
Dat. H&S. Co 

Det, Fled Pl t 

Capt F. H. BURKE 

Det, 81mI11 Plt (FO Tm) 
Dot, Cormn Plt (FAC Tm) 
Dot, lnt Soc (Scout) 

Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th 11nrinos (FO Tn) 
Det; 1st Engineer Bnttalion 
Det, 1st SP Butte.lion (I-IST) 
Dot, Rdq Co,,5th Jl-mrinos (Scout-Sniper Tm) 

Support inc Forcos 

a. Artillery 

(1) From tho CO~li~10nCOI:10nt of Oporetion S ,11FT o.t 

0,50400H Sopt01~lbo!' until tGrninc.tion U-G i51600H Soptonhc:T·.Ii 
tho Battalion had diroc t; r.rtillory suppar t from But. to:::-,iC8 .,.: 
and VI of tho 2nd Be, ttulion.. 11th l1c.rines. Artillery SUPP01"t 
was continuous ovon though on occasion priority o~ firo was 
given to [',no thor' unit. 

(2) Tho Battalion used artillery and morters oxtonaively 
in preparation flros and blocldng fires. Due to tho nature 
of the closo in fighting oxporioncod on this OporD.tion, nd­
justod fire missions 1~8rC occasionally hnrd to usc in support 
of tho Qction.. Ho'ltJO V' or , tho FO' s woro c.ble to usc tho artillery 
and mortars to block routes of "i'ii thdHtWal and purru 0 by firo 
whon the onomy broko contact. 

(J) Thore woro l11&jor problems oncounterod 1fiith 
artillery support which Hill bo discD~sod in paragrQph l3b. 

10. 
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b~ Air 

(~) . Dur:i,n(3 Oporation SlVIFt u total of' 41 fixod wing 
cnd 20 tJH~1E uttlilck missions wore i'lovm in support of' tho 3rd 
Butto.lion;; 5th Hpioinos4 

(2) Flt.ro ships Hbre utilizod in sup:?ort .of tho 
doi'onsive position on i'ivQ occasions. In addition, the 
"Spooky'" gunship was employed on throe occasions. On ell 
occasions those supporting weapons provod to oxtremely 
ei'foctivo end u positive c.ssistc.nco dUI-inc; one;ago:nonts. 

1- .. 

2 ·~1i 
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(3) This 13;::,ttclLm U;3\3C~ :i Cl,. L~jQ find; time on throe 
dif:E'ei"ent oeens ions OS (-rL,t con::'ro1. c~g'3D.t) gilr,. The deliveries 
'tIl'E)l~e :mnde by both fixed "ine:; U .. ,"4,) c:.nd :i:·ot8J:Y wi::).g (UH-1E) e 

Tt18 d81i very JItftdo' by the U1I-IE c.p}?ee .. l'8c1 to be 'ell,,,, 1110Y'Q effec­
tive ;iW8llS ()f clispol1sing this t:TPo of munitions~ The Gmploy~ 
mont at th0 gus through [Llrcr):tft delivery proved to '08 of 
unquostioDc.b10 v2,h~e in disorgcnizing und dis:eu:pting tho 
deployed ,enemy rOT-COS 0 ' • 

0+) The Do:t;ti::.li 'yo. 1J .. tD_ized as mTo.ilo.blo to the maximum 
extent the nir obse:tvor "c:oth f:ixod Hing and rotn:ry 'VoTing, in 
suppor,'!:; of ell 8:,ound no~re!JiGnts. In this respect the utili­
zatior: ::>_f tho Au in thEl UHo 1E 8uppli0s the ground cOl"'Jl11ander 
wIth ,1 rm stat ionl! a:LI' SUPPOFC. Tho UH-1E has the ca.pnbili ty 
oi~ lri.!nlGcli[~tG c..nd. eff'octi-vs ~~\;~~{p~:~·es.i~/e :r~.!.~~j -'- nnd nt· the srune 
time cC.n l:,~(q,1.\e::jt flxod 'Hing missions utilizing the largor 
tJl.J08 of o::nnnnco. 

(5) All closeD-ir sU1:mcrt missiJ!ls 1,Joro controllod 
by tho T!l.C (II.) and 1uoni to !"'od h~r the unit f orw~urd [lir con t:ro 11'01" 
with tho eXCG~Jt:l.Dns of tho fluxe nne, ilSpookyli gUl1shiiJswho -
were oxclusively controlled by the unit forward cir controller. 

(. ()), T,_l"t'"" '\ I'T l'-)n ('I ,-)1"' ",-"".., 1 ~ ,.:. ,., '1 ~ ~ ",' v - fo __ v l~~~1 J .It,-,~,:::,_') ,'. L'.o.C.-.J 1'!1", 0' U2G( OXCJ_U",l 0.Ly r' 
cor:1l71l.1ni.c[';.tiol'"!.8 "V;yitb. t:o.o I)}I.C (.Pj,;:) ~:he 1)87:10(1 of tiLT!.o TtittGl1. 

thet'J8 ~'T2S est8.1J1J.c.hocl 0.. 8o.pQ.r:,~~t;0 Tt\.C l'lot ror ouelL bO.ttulion 
proved to be highly 8atisf~ctDr~ in c~ntrolling ~ircrnft 
in support of tho 3uttulion!s operution. 

(7) iH~ n_o t.imo W",13 v,re uthGr c dGterrent to C'.J_r 

Uo iC~8 SlJocif:l .. c identlficr:.tion. of enomy for-ces antici-
pated on. Opor-8.tion m~IF'l' WES not l<:l'1,OV,Tn c.t. tb_0 tiT'le of the 
xJcncticm dep1oymont of the 3:rd :3s.ttnJi rm'· CP group and 0:113 
CCr.1PC.n:v- on the night ai' )1- Sr-;:ptmfl:~)0:r' 19670 ThJ.s de:plo;')n118ut, in 
S1J·IJ11 fJTti 'J1'). tr1.0 1st uElttc.liol1,!1 ~~t~J. :r1:::~2:L11.'2S !31emoIl"Cs!J then 
opornting iT: t-h0 vicinity of BT 076333~ did ex-poet s')mo dogree 
of' c '''n~' q c t 'I I]' t'hl 8,1 Cof.1 "nt '"' 0 f + .. '".' (' '-::>n" FIT" D i ~1-1 S '10' n (i c. t nr , .-.J v,_" ,, __ ~J_ __'-'"','~, ~ ,'''' ... • ___ '_~, '-'- _'J' h _ . __ " .L '. _ _'" __ 

... ~ '--j.--t-'- ~ _c ,.,,"\ ," 'n~h" -- +,'~ ~iOt:l""" t4- ',.' _)1C, ~ ~,' ,1,[U,lC!_""i or pO::o.,.:.,,'_L,y ,,£.,8 1)",'1 l)ocL ,,[Ll.lOn~ 

b 0 Ir.. c.ddi t iC1') '~~O tlv~ pI"Obf.'.ble 2!lemy formi1ti.:ms th'9n 
ongE:_[l;od ;,\dth tl':lo 13t oatit:olion" Stl1 Hcrj_l1c;s units, tho 
COroJl£lTlJ.~iJ~G C1':f.1eOT' m,)eJ stc.,ff I)f tho') 3rd Bs.ttalio:l., 5th Marines 
HOJ'(~ advised that tho foLLol-Ji,ng £1_dd:l.tional GI1Gmy units lv0re 
suspected of boingr8con-tly active ir~ the Hest NOTth-vJost 

quadrant of Qunn 'rhnng Binl!.~ @~©~ro.~~,!"",-,~:",,,.,_ 
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~_Oth Bo.tto.lio:D, thOl1 3uspo':::.ted of being co-disposed 
with tho 2nc. Do.ttalion" 21st IT'll\. Regiment.? [LnG. tho 2nd Bc.ttc.­
lion, 3rd NVA Regimont locatod to the OD.'lt .. 

c..., il post o:JoY'o.tion in:celligcncc csti:tno.tc of enemy forces 
oncountered by tho 3rd Bo.ttc,J.i.on, Sth 11o.rines d1.:cring Opero.tion 
S~n:I'''II~, !Ill"wt 'b0 c it r,; Cl in phases g as set forth below .. 

(JJ Th:ts anemy ordoX'~of~,rjiJttlo annlysis lWB made 0.8 
n result of' [\.::1 on-·t;L';'~r~Yl'.L inc'lvldual debriefing! nncl 

..." ".<'"1
0 

n f ~~~~;:.t~. :~ t'~'-;- Ct l -...:l""':' ~n J- 1\ ' l~'" II ""1' nnL-J..y.-,I", 0 e11"'':'!1~ 'J." • .:»O£L .. _,-011,,) c,U ... -lnl:,;' ccnuU.cu" HG.Cd.<;lOn<.., J.y, 
the degree in 'tfhich. -tin:) o::1omy lITc..~: JJ::' irms not o.ble to police 
tho 1:Hl'ttlofie1d oi' his personnc)l/equipnont 10ss83 j p:r'l.or to 
retirolnsmt 'wo.s [, substnntinl l.ncl.iCo.tOI' of his total ilvo.ilnble 
str~ngth in oo.ch cont~ct. 

'? \ \ '-') 

ano.lysi8 is 
opere. tio:n; 

J\ detc.,iJ.oc1 ir',-tGl1~.gGncQ oriented S:'~5coun1« and OOB 
r'G~)o:;:'ted 1'01" 0[lch sopcrc.to c,c.tion curing the 

SU'Dportins FQcts/lmn}:;>Ts},S ~ Enemy lmits, 
(:: ~ 8"') ~ c; e ('1 .:. n ::"'\] t", t () 0'11 ·'~~fr~J ·~-"1:~)\"~·~·:-:;-:~"""1-;-~"~··ro "; 1 0 ",,;-:":. d ; n f1 ~ 6 ~o "".-1 \,;.: .J, ,!.,,~ ,y._, .. ," , ..... L"G _ ,],.m.c.,vl.,) .• \., WG_ C Ll")J ,.: 'v ~. '-"~, \." 

('.i:co 1e i'..bout H:l.ko C01Yl)0,:r.y E s p08it5.on" Tho Gl18T,lY hncl the 
strength ::'.:1([ covoring f~r8 SlJ.ppo:;:,'T; to QP~~lJ~'onch [Td tomporgrily 
enter tho f':1:'J,'::mdly positions 0 On di.s:lY!.go.sertlol1t, ini tinted 
h~ +~ 0YO-'! ~n n~ncn~ ~~ ~~D -r_','w -l~Tn~~" o? ~ ~n~tembo'~ "J ,,110 v~l ill,- .L,,- J,-Ui .... ,".;i:.; .l..\. la"" U'- ..• · ... " !.i '~' .. ' ,,l..Lt::> • _ ;; "-v;.J' .. , .... 

1967" Tho cnomy- he:.Q 8ufficien!.: PO:C'cw::1nG1 '::;:) pomOV8 GZ:lGmy 
(}(:;ud GnCL 1~,r01.1::ldGd fr\:~r.1 tho b[\.ttlofiolc~{'\ if'ills in.cl11ded. all 
his KIA (0) excopt those bodias f6u~d ~~ or neur the final 
fri0nclJ.y 1)osii.iions c.t fi.Y'st l:l:.'ht" Jt, c?h()'uld be not;8d thc.t 

<,. ..I. c.:,.,l . ....I'_.~~=....,.r.au ... ~,.~~_ .. =_._~_~~~ 

ttw8G ::,n0Y,17 (';'J3::fl:r'!Jl0Q JIIJ),i B 140::rO tho ro::rulG of an ~.n3P0ction 
-r.-·I:-:;~--"'~'~rJ. {ilr~~~~;-(7;':;--'::::·~.""t. .2.".- "'\"'::r1 .,.~., ""' (,..E."'! .i-h ~"1- -~ tlCi n

O

-" 01 O ... LL~T 1..;.(1,.-' -'- __ ,.'~ ,_ ..... .J .. 'J,r JJ.I.; .... ~"[.vX;S ~lJ . ..I.-"'tl,~-t.l.-1.~.J _-.1 Ld .• (.. ~OS..L ... LI"",e 

0l)OY·nt.ii.jY.lC~:l X<)qlt:tr()ro.·~]~t8 OIl 5 8op'i'~cnnl)()~) (1:l.3D.:Llowecl f1 more 
eOY1lJl.c:to rfYOU)JJl sl..recI) of t}~.o ['~':L'O£l~ 1::1. V~_C~vJ of t~o contc.cts 
by C(.)1n~)o.ny t'l DX1C: Cc]:,rpo.nios ::3 D"nc~ D of the! 1st Do,~tGlion,~ 5th 
1\1c!)ir:tos in. t}:-:.O gL_·~i10 n:cc2; It .is t~eJ_io~(c:cl t;l).G onOT:1~{ .fo!:cCJ 
On0Cl~l'TCGr~ ~,;ll ~-JL8 n.ot 10 58 tjl:j~~;;. tl10 :'JV Ii IJe.t tLl ions 1...J'i tJ:'). b.o2.-v:r 
y. t~ il;j~'02""\~ sr.qel~~t~ "} 
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(b) [i.e t ion I <:!.c, ~,c ,_ ~ >:.: __ 
conte.ct of' 6-7 September 196'(' on HiL" 
Sheet 6640 II Ai'1S Serios 1~7014o 

_:,:: Sl)ptembor 1967 

... 1'I1,)o.nios I and K 
4J~ vicinity BT 123323, 

~£..tod i+!E,?my _~rgE:gthioOB: _hF) Bntto.lionlf" 
Infcnt!'y, NVA .. 

_ .~1:~ F~s~nE:l~J!l.:Initj.o.l.onemy 
conto.ct by Compnnlos I ami K] 31'd Dnttcu.lon" 5th 1,1arlnes 
appearod to be multi-squD.(} in strength on Hill 43. \V'ithin 
thirty minutos of first c()nto.ct, the enemy smnll o.rms fire, 
by volume rend clistributioY1. 9 conti~lled to incroaso o This 
contnct cont5.nuod to enle,rgo and. by 1910 hours, tho c.lo!i1on­
strc.l:ieu onemy strength 1,vns cloarly thc.t of not less then onq 
1WA B[! __ ~talion.. Tho enomy's dispositions .• employmont of c.t' 
loo.st nino crow-servecl clo.ss mnchiue guns in lin nction zone 
of lOGS than J-I-OO motoy-s inc::.j_cat~)(.1 tho strong possibility that 
tho c~:aomy had clolYlents 11 if not tho whole of a socond infantry 
butto.licn---s.upporting the one engaged. Foll r)wing the commit:.. 
ment of Company H at 2000H 6 September CUll':. the aerial employ­
ment of CS go.s, the enemy roducoc:. tho c~ogr8e of cont!.:'Lc tend 
cy.orcis iUG u retirement screon of increased cre.,rvserved 
weapons firo: rotirod his :main j_nfftnt~('y forces from tho 
battlefield.. Of spocinl s ignL'_'icCLI!.Ce of this enomy conto.ct, 
aTe the f'ollo~'iin5 :::"'L:.cts cJ.!_l1 observat; ions: 

1,,, Th.e GnGmylf section of tho buttl,-)field 
wos policoQ in oxt~omo dotoil prior to his totol extrc.ction 
from tho contc,ct ~ This ir.;.·:.;:}.:..tdecl tb:') romov[',l 0:: many enGmy 
doad, w()undcxl end thoir weo.pons!oquipl11cnt from the field. 

,f.-, Tho enemy s :':n rr.nny cnsee lleclined the 
rocovol"Y 0-: r'I~J..6 riflos end C-i.;l'l0r' 0quilJTIlOYl'G aV8.i:i..c.ble to them 
froL11 tho forw:l:::d Mo.rine CD8ualtios o.1'1(} 01Gc-ce::1 to rocover 
pOY'so:Jf'I..J .. i.te~";~tS fro~al pnclrs D.ncl i·",6~.\:' 1~JB.1·1-:~t~_e~D~i ~rl1.is WD.S 

witnessod by sovernl HOUnclec. I1o.rin813 1-T1:0 1;·.rore themselvos, 
sutJjoc-G to so<.'.:-ech of t.heir pe:-sons nni..~ pc_cks" 

3-<:> \jIThiJ.o b(y~h HOY'ino ':!ompani08 TA'ore in 
rno.J;~,:t!rru':T!. onr:nr1:Gl11Gl1.t ~- iL1St "1:}}?iOIJ to last 1. i.g:lrs ~ 6 SO-l'JtoInborJ

, ..... - .,~.... _ c_, ., , 

c. 8uppc:::,ting tL0:r'inl gll .. ,-~··ship C0111r:lc.nc~or roporteel killing ovor 
23 NV_t~ moving from another nOG.rby hill nIe,ss, immocUo.toly 
south .. of IID,l L:3~· o.ne. roported tlw OnO!i3J" ~ms \1 RT-;arl:ling all 
O '-' J- ,." 1 -, ... '. II (' ~ •• - 1 4-;" 'TIl l' -'" . 1 ,VOl' -L>1~l'j GOp C:':C"10 G:~.i..l.- 1'-11_ I ~.1 ~-,-lle gun-s .. np .i lr(jCL 
ccntim:.t_~_nG pD.sses _for oT,'-er 30 minutes en tho Gn0~lJ_y :l:.Jrcef:'. 
It J.:3 notod tho.t thl) encx:w troops ic1ontifiGG. by the pilot 
was ~2;~,~1:..~s:i;,:'!2. of those onomy forcos thon hoavily engc,gcd Hlth 
Com:;')t'lnios I c.ne.. K", 
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lLc' On the 7th of Soptember, locr..l formers 
in tho nree of HiLt 4-3 ,)-Jere "tolling' ~tcrios If of the NVll 
n'sufforing 300 lost men on. tl1.0 h:111lt, and cQ.rriod IISO muny . 
CJrJuy1: • 

.5,. An[llysis~ 

Q~ That tho IifVil9 prior to initial con­
to.ct 1-lith Conr)[mi08 I end K on the Hestol'n elopos of Hill 43, 
he,d one bettnlion disposed in cn t'LI! or "u" shD..l')ed position" 
l"'e11 conceo..1od in fighting holes 2end heavily ccmouflngoG. 
tronchJ.inos on tho hill, The enemy vms deployed expocting 
our movoment into. tho position. Tho o.pproc.ch D.nel ini t i~:l e:1"!sQUlt 
on this enomy position vires cgo.in3t his loft: flGnk (element) 
anc1 cleniocl him his nmnoricD..l ec.vunto.go 0 ':I:ho ~:,y:). com.p~11.y 
consoliclntoc1posi tion "'l101.JOcl tho !V[nrino compc.nios to inflic t 
whnt responsible post nction debriefing indicates to bo 161 
';'l'it':1es~oc1. eneny It nock-dmm~ sta!~c10~rnji KIA's .. This f'igure 
J..S OXC1USl ve of nny enemy lallD DJ Lll'. 

b" Tho.t tho o::J.8my hac] [t second infcntry 
bntto.lion disposod on "tho hocwy foJ.iatoll hill mo.ss ['.t BT 124313. 
This unit proviC::.ocl ['c deGree of ,~~h'Gct ground sUPlJOrt (u:ring 
the initinl e:e:.emy c')~tact; [In(~ WD8 lc~T'sel~T rosl.)onsible for the 
detnilocl polico QnG. removal of tno enomy doed c..nd v!oundod 
.from tho or-cn ~ 

(c) Action o.nd Locntiol1~ Com;:;o.ny H, . contLGt 
10 SO~Jtombor 196?, on Hill ~J (D']1 12'-~313). - " 

Esti:mc.to(l Strong·th/OOB~ 
NVL vJith em unknOTm D..ttn.chec~ woo.:)ons 

One Compo.ny,t 
soction~ 

Infa.ntry, 

Supporting Fn.cts/.i\n[l.lysis ~ Po1lov.ring tho 3rd 
In.ttnlion i:3 continued u'c;tc.ck to the south.\' sO<J.th-oD..st en 9 
Soptember, a plc.toon e·omhc,t· p!:',trol ·Has. soc~rching the aree.. of 
tho 6th of SelJtcmbor uction~'I'hG pntl")ol' mude cont2..ct vIi th a. 
fOI'CO of initinlly unknm·JD siza, nrmod i'lfith mixed small nrms 
and [,utol'l1ctic woo.:;)CJns.. Subsoquont c1isclo.sure oJ: anGrilY c1is­
lJosi';:;ions Q~l~ firo pOVTor 1~oulc1 lone: to nn a.nalys is that this 
force 'l-1'['cS not 10s8 tr.'.G.n c.. com.;>c:ny in str'ont;th c}8:;lcyod in 
cavos end otho:ro covorod fightinG posi-;;:lons? Tho doployJ.;1ont 
of LC"ienclly units nne. 8l~Pl:!oy.ting .fires 8urpros::;ed nnd dis-
persed tlla onomy foreo o 
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ArlO.Iys is ~ TJ.!..:1...s enomy G.).:qc..rry or cOIlljJo.ny (-) 
forco hc.u r-oturneu tothG o..rGD. of th3 hao.yy 6 September 
contc..ct to conduct tnctieo.l sux'Yoi1.1or,ce of ;f~ie:r,d:1.y . 
t.~)£!e.12'B • 

(d) Acti.on o..nd Locc..tions: 3rd Botte-lion" 5th 
r1nrines, contact of 12 S01)t.embor 196758.t tho Dattc..1ion 
Patrol Base 9 vicinity BT i3331L:-; Shoot 6640 II, .. AriIS Series 

·Y,7014.. . 

EnGmy Strength/OOB ~ Ono ComJ)cny $ In:fo.nt:ry (+) NVA .. 

Supporting Facts!linQ.lysis~ About 0330' hOU~~,5c.n 
enom.y NVA c':JI:1I,)8.nY.t mo,;'ing to assaul.t what the oHomy must have' 
'::,<,l:tsoved to t.-o the 3rd Eattelions Stt :'ful"irres COmBEl.nd Post. _ 

vdth ::.10 mora thun Q C0111:')o.ny sGcur'i ty fo:l:'co.~ vJQS pressed to 
cor.:mi this forc0s promc..turely by tho nction of tho Bnttalion r s 
Combnt Outposts o.D.::'~ sufforoc.. 35 "foct,oon-the-boc1y!1· KIA's nnc.1 
not loss thecn 18 1rTitnessed HIAts. From t\-;o l,\fol.UlLlod NVA PlrJ's 
ta.kcn in this nction._ it was lom-onoe: th~,t tho onemy forcs 
,vo.s c.. cCl11l)Ccny, possibly tilo v-Jith thG specific mission of 
nS8c..uJ.til}S 01.17' :position", 

cl" No sui~\8eq'lont. encmy contact dovelop'3c1 during the .f1.·1.(11 
:f:OTf.T (:.['.;710 of: tb.o opOJ:,ntion~ 

0 0 Intollic;oJ:':!.Co co1.1octiol1 unci dj_.ssom.ino.tion Curing 0.11 
on3Q GoIflOl1.ts in all tho arOQS of Opel"n.t1.0n SHIFT incluclod tho 
follov-rinG: 

Field sCT'eenin8 of det[dneGs: 12.; 7 of ,oJhich were pro­
cessed to Pogiment S~2o 

CCt~.)tuT'ed VC Civil Furl(',~~ion DOC1.nnents: 31, 9 of 1t:hich 
weT'O IJYOC88sGcl to Regimont 3-2., 

CC-l:::turou VC I'1:1.1i tary Doc1J.r:18nts ~ 6;6 of whieh ",,'erG 
processed to Regir.1!Omt S-2" 

0.)' Deployed corr:.punios l'li.dioc;(J. 11 so:parCtte intelJ.igence 
e.:r;ot T'Ol)O:r-ts to Bntto.lion 3..,20 Five of thsso roports ccn-cuinod 
sufficient informc,-cion to 1,JarY[,rc'l:; rGtl"'c,nnnJ.ss ~_on to Hogimont" 
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Rifles - 23 
N""79 - 2 
J\1.-79 ~'1'ounds "" 16 

• 

n .... l+O .l:'ocket Launcher - 1 
B~40 Rocket rounds - 3 
Jl..Yl1.1110, misc, ,.. ]000 (plus 
"782ii goaI'; lTv1\. and ChiCom - 30 item.s blus) 

(J) Cn.ptuI'od rico: 2 .. 000 pounels 

r~ Enomy English Language Skills 

(l) Durincs tho (lction of 6 ... 7 Soptomber, 1Nhon tho 
distance bah-lOon Corr.panios I, K, Dnc1 1'1 2nd tho NITA units Has 
frequently- 20 metors or less, tho enomy domonstrntod that ho 
had porsonnol i1{ho could spoak somo EnGlish phrases Hithout 
any noticablo acconts 

g",' Enemy Troop Losses: 

KIA (C) J15 
l:IA (P) 307 
ImA ( '" ' '--') 5.3 
KBA (?) 14-0 

8" Nissj_on -,-_.; ... 

During the execution of Opol"o.tion S1HFT.~ the 3rcl Battalion, 
5th H[n~inos vms Qssignod tho missIon of c:oliborato scarch nnd 
dostroy t"":~c ",~::'~k~f fc-:.:'cos 5' anci~;o conduc t detail 8Heops w~ thin 
tho ,zone (;f nction to clisrupt a~<-i dostl'OY enemy linos of commu­
nic[ttiolJ., sUPl.)ly end QC~lflinistro.tivo bnsos 0' 

9.. ~~t of Opor~tiQll 

.r:.. t 0421JOH tho Alfa Command Group and Compo.ny D ~ 1st 
Batto.liof)., 1st Narinu8 corn.l7J.oncocl a h31ilirt .fror.1 Hill 63 to 
tho 1st Dc,ttaliol'l, 5th NeT-inos COY;lbat BfL80 nt Quo Son,; Tho 
holilift uns coml)lotod nt 042230H" Tho 3:C'Q :i3ntteclion, 5th 
l'io.rinos (-) (roin) departod the Quo Son p2tI'ol base llt 042335H 
to assist Com~')[mios D [md D, 1st Battalion, 5th He.rines who 
"TOre under attnck nt tho tine. (See Enclosure (1») 
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10. Exocution 

n • 4 Soptombor 19~7 

. .eil . At 1110H Compan7 K was choppod to 1st Bri, 
5th J.linrine~. 

(2)" At l150H qompany I'iwus 
. 5th Me..rinos. 

chopped to 1st Bn, 

(3) At 1545H Company I was choppod to tho 5th 
11orinos. 

(4) At 1605H nssumodOPCON,of Company D, 1st 
Bilttalion, 1st Hnrinvs. 

(5) At 1900H tho Commanding Officer, 3rd Bo.ttulion, 
5th He,rines !"oceivIJd tho 5th Har'ines Fr·o.g 0rdor for oporntion 
stHFT~ 

. . (6) At 2l30H tho Alf'o. ComrJo.nd Group with CODlPony D, 
1..&15 Bo.ttD.lion, 1st Hnrinos cOiatnoncod 0. ho1ilift to Quo Son. 
Tho l!:ftwo.s cO!:lplotod at 2~30H. 

(7) 4t 2335H tho unit dopartud Quo Son by foot 
:r.lnrch to nttc.ck tho enemy forco [~nd roliove the prossure of' 
tho o.sso.ul t on Companios B o.nd D, 1st Br:.ttalion, 5th Ho.rines. 

b. 5 Boptembor 1967 

{l} At 0420H the 3rd Bctto.lion, 5th llfcr-ines o.s~::'}rr:.8d 
operc..tionc.l control of Compnnies B o.n<l D, 1st Bc.ttallcX",1 5'i;h 
Hc..rinos. 

(2) l>.t 0720H the Alf'a. COtTl:."11r..nd Group ,,11th Company D.., 
1st Battalion, 1st 1~trin0S arrived at the petrol base (BT 
076333) of Companies B nnd D. The position was immedi~tely 
consoliduted nod police of tho bnttl.rield conducted. During 
tho remainder of the dey the evncuntion or cusunlitios end 
.equipment was ccnductecl. Compnny D, 1st Bnttnlion, 1st 
l't'1.rines 1ms llssic;ned tho mission to conduct c1e:finitG 
soo.reh end dost;roy oporc.tions in 'cho c.roD. adjacctnt to the 
petrol bo.so. 

(3) At 0850H Compo.ny B captured [l Vi.:.Jtn6ilOSO . 
Nationo.l 1110.10 dressed in c. r;r"oy uni:form with c.n 1·1-79 grenc.de 
launchor end 15 l'01.uJ,d.S ()f' H-79nm.muni tion. four mo.go.zinos 
for en AK-47 nnll. vm:·ious itoms or 782 goc.r' cssooic~tod with 
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tho North Viotnc.rnoso Anny units.. 111.0 prisonor 1";o.S hiding 
in 0. cnve Hhich e·.;ntc..inod c. body c.:rosscd in tho Orulla uniform 
as tho prisoner. 

(4) At 11.,OH De1to. Company" 1st Dattc..lion, 1st 
llc.rines c.t coordinc.tee BT 07733 <1iscover'od threo i'rosh1y 
dug erc.v0s~ Uncovering tho grnv0s tho Harinos found in 
oo.ch Q dar.a NVA Gnu'itoms of 782 tPo.r~ The gravos l-wro 
rocoverod. ThGoqti~pment was 0Vo.cuc,toc1 to ~hc 5th l1c.rinos 
3-2, . 

(5) l~t 12~OH fIe.rinos fr:om .comlxmy D discovered 
fourte~n freshly dUe gravvs nt BT 075325. Eo.ch grnve 
contn.incd.thc body of t. tloc.J NVA aoidier. Tho gro.v0s wore 
rocovorod~ 

~ 
90. 

.-.-~--;:,....-
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(6) The Battalion remo.inecl in the patrol bo.se thEl 
remnJ.nc1er of tho niGht ['~nd con(~uGtod o..lert$ o.ggl';essivo night 
pc.trols and runbushes e 

c~ 6 September 1967 

(1) lit 060GH the Battn:Lion COlTr:i1enced the r.tto..cl~ to 
tho seu-ch»oQst", (See En;Jlosuro Cl.) 

(2) At -OS20H opo:r-o.tional cov.t1"Ql. ot. :).)1l1p:nnio3 D anl 
D~ 1st Dflttc.lion,fl 5th IvIo.rin08 one:. Company D, 1st Batto.lion.<> 
1st Murines was pU880cl to 1st Battalion, 5th MarinGs~ Opor~ 
atiollnJ. control 0:[' OOl?l't)Qnios I, K, llncl }~, was assumod by tho 
3rc1 Battalions 5th no.riE'-"s ~ 

(,3) l.t 08Y')H opera,tiona1. control ot: 0. hs::-cvy section 
of to..nks from COlr,')['.ny 11. 1st To.nk Dc.ttalion WD.S pns8ol1 to 
tho 3rc1 D8.tto.lion: 5th ilerinos fron tho 5th I'1n.rinos ~ 

(L~) At 1110H tho 80Cl)nC~ tan1:: in C01Ul1lIl detonator1 
a. mine of' unlmoHJ:1 t;)lj)O 0. t 32' :1O r;3L~3" Tho riGht treo.d ~ln.d 
tho cetlter' road wnoels·. of the tc.nk were> damaged. 

(5) L.t 1130H COm;;lli1.y K at DT 100320 while Irl,)ving 
J..11 tho o.ttc.ck disco'JOY'ocl throe i'roshly covoT-cd groves ~ Tho 
graYc)s OD..ch conto.in:~d 0. body of' [L dOQc!. NVA Boldioro 

(6) At 11-l-10H tho oporatioIlill control of the hoo.vy 
8(')Ct ion of' tnnl::s .from fl.. Compa't')Y Nac; returnod to tr..o 5th I"io.rines 
duo to thr) extensivG c1clo.y cnticipc,tCC.l in ropo.iring tho QCu'TI.r..c;od 
tanl{o 

(7) At 1530H Compc:.Uy I in tho o.ttc.ck nt DT 121323, 
mac.o a heavy contact 'lITith un unknown sizG enemy forco. The 
initial contact W8.:;:'· light but Cts tho IvIc,rinos c.dvnr-cGcl furthor' 
into tho 0'::: joctivG the IT01'lJ.IlY) of anomy firo quickly incroasoclo 
By the V')1Ul113 of fire end tho u:).tol'ln:t;i:; l.<roupons present tho 
6r:tomy for-ces were Gstimclce'd C.t least 0. bc.ttnlion reinfer-coel 
and. possibly two battc.ll.:ms in strJongth., 

(8) ;\t 1620B Compcmy K ItHlS cliver-ted from tho 
:mJ.ssion of consoliU:.ting Q. b:::i~talion ob joctivo [,t BT 122312, 
[l.nG. nssignou. tho rd.ssloll of [ws:l.sting· C:)mpany I 'l<lhlch was 
hOf'.vily onca.fs·xl vJith tho ono;:~w forcGE) ~ 
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(9) fit 1910I{ Compc.ny K fouGCt;~j ~cnto tho position, 
linkod. up .. lith COmpo.Ir.'T I enG. ostablish8cl 0. t.wo compmly 
porimoter L1ofonse ::t BT 123322. Doth COm1)m1ios wore heavily 
engagou... Tho· enomy force nssElu:i..tO(': tho perimoter on thro~ 
occo.sions, oach occasion thci nttf"ck irJns repulsed Hith heavy 
cn.suD~litios inflicted on the enemy. During this period tho 
companios wero continually consolidating the position anu. 
nttoopting to rocover tho cas1.lalitios l;;·!:D vIere scattered· 
trll'onghout tho battlofioldlo 

no) 1I.t 2000H the battalion's roseI've comprmy-, 
Company 11, was committed to y·elnfox'ce Comlxmies I nnl} K v-1he 
WOT-e still hOQvily engaged c..nd th0 Alfa Cornmancl Group 
Gstabl.ishod. a c1efeDSivG pOT'J.meter at BT 113321c 

(11) At 2210I{ Company M roached. Company I end K: s 
positions anll began consolic'o.tiilgo It WD.S C.t this timo the 
enemy contc.ct b0snn to c..eCrGo.f~e <> However throuGhout the night 
thero 1;JQ.S sporadic automatic nne: som:i.';'automc.tic woo.pons fire 
as tho. anomy covored tbBirwithdrElw:ll,J During tb.is contact 
riot control Gas FQS cnployecl by 8. UH·-IE gunship Qnd ovaluatoc.1 
to vory offect i YO in dif3!"upting ti1.o enemy's attnclr .. 

(12) L.t 21.LOOR Corrnc.rlies. I. K c.nd £i1 consoliL1o.tou 
tho clOi'ODSi vo position •.. They bOSQD to extr'[lct the c0..8uaJ.i tios 
nrlLl aclminis-cor fhost-aid., During· this c':mtact NEtrine casual­
itios vJOI'0 3l~ KLl, 86 vJIfi. (moclevQc) ane. 2J. HIANE.., C6nsorvn.tivo 
onemy co.s-auli tics "Tero 83 c')nfil:r,::.o(l KIA 105 lJ::eobable 0 During 
tho contact tho infantT-Y units Hel"O supportoc1 extensively 
by UIl-IE gunships mlll tho II spooky" gunship '1."1 th both illum.­
ination end fiJ .. o SUppOl..,t~ Thore IIT2eS no &;:;'de8mentof KIAs., 
HOirJOvor,on tv!!) selectod. occnsicns tho follo.wine loTUS !'(1)ortoc1..; 

(e.) 'rl'lo lII-I-IE C1Jl'lshil) roper'toel to have over 
100 NVL. in the open and 1:ogan fir·inc; on thOll .• 

(b) Tho II s})ookyn gunship spottc(l a p'Jsi tion 
"d.th :four .50 cal me,chino Guns" Intonsi7o firo was Jolivoro.d. 
on tho p08i tion ,~nc.1 tho firing 000.80<10 

de 7 SoptcmboJ' 1967 

{I). At 0900H a COmpo.l'lY 11 combnt pntro1 searching 
tho aY'oD. around :a'l' 128323 discovoroC. fOUl;" graVOD"9 Each G:..~avo 
cont['~inoLl the "bocJy of 0. doad lNli soldier .. 

11 
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(2j Tho romni:n<..1cr of tho c:ny tho Do. tt nl ion cons 0 Ii ... 
Gntod a POSl tion nt DT 119322,. evucuatod the casun.J.i tL)s and 
oqui:pmont from tho bo.ttlofielc.1 and Conc.~uc t c;do.S5!"es s ive 
sonr'ch D....'1.d c:ostroy oporntions in tho im:mGcliate vicinity. 

(J) At 1400H LtCol vJ. K.~ ROCKEY assumed commend of 
tho 3rd Battalion, 5th Mnrinos~ 

(4) At 1800H the 3rc1 Ba.ttnlion, 5th H:lI'inos assumed 
operational control of Compn.ny H., 2nd Battalion" 5th Marinos 
and COFi:;)l1ny Lp 3rd BfCttl11ion, 5th 11crinos from the 5th r1nrines. 

0 0 8 September 1967 

(1) At 0915H Company M in movomont to n nOTN' :Jutrol 
bese obsorvod 8 to 10 VC with weapons hidinG in a tr~eiin~ 
nt cocrc1inat0s l30326 e One va was shot by n scout-sniper 
ond vms obsorvGd boin.g dracgoc1 mmy by tho other VC tn the 
treeline.. An airstx'iko c':)ntrDllou by Klon(liko was run on 
teo [',rea" Tho 1: .. 0 roportocl alJ~)ro:xim[d:;oly 30 VC/NV1. in tho 
treelino c....'rlcL assossed 10 KBAo 

(2) l.t l045H Cempnny II roceived 10 rounds sniper 
i'ire f'rom UrlYJ1or",n num.bor of' enemy at I3T 1373320 Returning 
firo they SHept the [,roD.. nnc~ founJ. in D. foxholo one ChiCom. 
7,,62 carbine and. L~ rou:c.c.1s ? ,,62 annno. Thoro was no evidonco 
of enomy casun1itios$ 

(3) At 1245H a Klondiko spottod. Q. }IVA with gro:T 
unifonn in Q. ri<::E'! pacldy" Klonc.1il:::o contacted Company 11~ A 
Comp8.ny M squE.d chal1ongoc'.. tho IN fl Hho ran from aroa" Tho 
sqaac1 challenged again nnel. vJhcn tho rNA continuocl to nm 
hOWEl.S shot and killed.; Tho c.oac~ r:w .. n \oJ'~lS Gressod in a rNA 
uniformo 

(4) At 1715Ii 0. Hc.r:tno from Compc.ny r. detonated an 
unknown typo Iiline at TIT 126315 resultinG in 'Jne Harino lHA 
Ii1odovac e 

(5) L~; IBeOH n r'18.1"in9 from Company M clotonatod a !,lino 
at coordinatos DT 123321 1"08ulting in t1-JO Harine '~iJIA rnoclovD.CS., 
Search of tho aroo. discovord tTfD N·~83 miDos that woro c.1ostroyod 
in plQce ~ . 
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(6) Tho rOlllainllor of tho rL~~~ht tho _Battalion conductod 
aggrossivo combat socurity/ambush petrols. 

f. 9 Septomber 1967 

(1) At fir'st light, tho Battalion cormllonooc.1 detailod 
soarch a.ne:. dostroy oper-ations to securops:.trol basos as 
follows: 

(oj Command Post ,Company I, Company Kand 
COllllJany L were locatod at BT 133314. 

(b) Co~~nny H and Company M wore located at 
TIT 136321. 

(2) At l230H Company !oT. f'ound at BT, 137320 ono lend 
mine 1--rith markings U.S. Bomb FrElS 13LU-3/8 Lot LOP 2-19,5-66; 
ono 60rnm mortllr round with prossure type fuse ane.. ono 1-1-16 
magazino with 20 rounc..s in a small cevo. Engineors dostroyed 
0.11 oquipment oxcopt the H .. 16 mD.c;uzino cnd runrl1unition. 

(3) At l235H 0. Company H platoon received small 
arms firo from os timetod 10 Va/NVA in 0. hllL"l1let. . The platoon 
returnod f'iro ru1~ callod a 60mm mortar mission on the obJoc­
tivo" Tho platoon u8saultoc1 tho p:)sition une: 800.1'chol1 tho" 
h01illet 0 They found in 0. cave cnc: dead VC in black po.ja.mus 
with cartric.~ge belt 8l1Q a N:-26 grenade" - Fu:"thor son.rch 
rovoaled c. <Joael VN boy nbout 12 yoar-s old. InterroGntion of 
vi11c.gors in<2.icnto<2. the boy wn.s not from the village [LYlel vms 
boJ.i.eved to be trc..veling with tho VC bane. thut haC. fired on 
apl)roaching ~lo.rin,c.)s. No solatium payment viaS roQue. 

(4). jit 1335H c. Iiurino from COl'1lpnny J:.I detono.tod an 
u.nlmown tJj)e booby-trap resultinG in 01'10 \HA racdevD.cf> 

g. 10 September 1967 

(1) II.t 0630H a combat pC'.trol from Company M obseX'vod' 
approximately 8 N"IT Ii in Grey uniforms ~·Ji th vJOapons p.t BT 135325 .. 
Tho plntoon cor;ImQncec~ fir:'Lng on the onemy nne;' obsor'vod th.ree 
enomy falL l1'he other HVA woro soon draCGing their thrco f[tllen 
comrades into the heavy unc.orbrush.. Searching -the aroo. .'~ho 
pIc.toon fOUl'lU heavy blood trails loading into tho brust ·:TJ.t 
lost tho tro.il about IS moters into tho 110o.vy ur..dorgrov.;:tho 

(2) At 0800H a platoon po.tro1 from. Com:;'~)flIlY H at 
DT.133325 on 0. SOQI'ch und c.lostr·)y operation found a complete 
60rmn mortnr unit .. n UoS·. helmet, two NVi'.. uniform sbirts, on 
AK-47 magazine, nnd 5 malo VN hiding in a cc.ve. Tho 5 111a10s 
hnd marks :::m their shoulders of cnrrying D. pack and recent 
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vc.ccinc.tion SOQros on their nrms.. Tho dotnineos and c?-pturod 
equipment was forHarded to too 5th HaI'in03 8 .. 2" 

(3) lit 1150B Q. combat patroJ. frOl.il Company M roceivod 
six to eight rounc.s sniper firo IlS they o.:)proachod 0. ha.."Ulot 
nt BIJ' 149322.. Returning firo or:. tho enemy they flushed out 
botwoen 25 c.ne; 30 who wi thdrow quickly to the northanst" An 
AO cnlled n 81mm mortoT' mis,gion on tho flacing enomy end 
nssessod 10 IClflprobo.blo~ 

(4) At 1520B D.. ~)1c. toon of Comj.Jany H mo.de contac t 
"[flith an ostimated onemy cor.lpany in tronchos c.t DT 128326.0 In 
tho initial contact tho :Harine p1ntoon 1VllS pirmod dmm by hoavy 
enomy automatic 'lfroapons fh'o~ The Company COmlllnnc1or manouyorcd 
anotl1.or platoon to D..ssist tho engaged plntoon,., Tho m.nnuovei".,. 
inc; l)lc.toon ll1}l1lcc1ic.t01y oncounterod stiff onemy resistonco .. 
At 163011 tho Commo.n(~inG Officor of tho 3rd Dattnlion, 5th 
l1arinc;s coymaittoel Company 11 to 8Ul)port enc: assist Company H. 
Company N becalilo engo.sod c.t BT ;.27327 as tho CO':ilpo.ny COIr.1...rno.ndor 
attoYr1pto(1 to roll tho flnnk of tho anomy I) Tho manouvor by 
Cor:T)any I'l c[' ... :'lsec~. tho onemy to roposition his .forr:os to count~r 
·tho ntto..ck by Company N~ vlhon tho anomy rOl)ositionoc.l it 
8.110vw(~ Corq)a:'1Y II to l11o.nouvor o.nc1 stnrt to H:tthdraw tho 
c8.sun.litio3", A fixod i1J::Lnc strilw ~r8.S s[',llod by Com~)anJT H on 
tho ontrcnchoci. anomy" (..1."ho nircI;eft doli veroel napalm, 500 It 
bombs ancl stro.ffine runs~. 'l'horo.ms 100% targot covGrD.GOn 

<'5) li.t o.~)~)ro:;r.ir,lc.toly 1830B tho COYffiilCcncling 9fficor 
or1ployoc1 Company lone:' 11 smaIl commo..nc1 croup to movo to a 
vantQGo point Qt m: 125317 to 3Ul)port tho ovacuo.tioXl of tho 
co.sunli tics and. provic:o C:. SOCUI'O lQncling zon:J" 

(6) Tb.o onomy orolw contact an<.l bogan to Hi thdraw 
f t ,. ~ + " L 1 ...t.. 23 ~ )I- 111 ,) ~ I { .~.. ..p 0 1 0 rom ·;.10 pOSJ. v~on "'"J aDOl,.1.'.; .;C. 1~ ~D.o 0QGGal.l.on i lrOQ :.Ln 
oxec s s of 120 rO'.J.nc1.s of 8ln;:rn mort 801"'3 in snpl)ort of COmI)anios 
H nr..d ~1 in tho attack and O!1 tho r'outo'3 of ononnr withdrm.ro.l. 
Casunlities to friondlJT units \\foro 9 :;Ul\t 20 l'Hl~ ond 3 lr!IMfE", 
Enomy cosunlitios wero 40 KIA cO;1.firmod; 17 KIA proboblo~ 
Thoro vms no f.~8S08smont givon on tho 8Iram lnortaT' mission on 
tho enomy routes of .. .d.thclr2.Kal", 

h.., 11 Sop-tioIil)Or 1967 

(1) I:..t first liSht tho position hold by Companies 
H nne".. II was cor..soliJ.c..tocl and t:t'~o evacuation 01"' cD..suali tics and. 
oqui::)!l1ont bOGan~ 
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(2) L.t l030H a cGl'llbat lJo.t:.col f"rom COr:Ipo.ny r1 search ... '. 
ing tho 15o.ttlofield c.t :JT 127327 fOUl1(~ 0. 60mm Illortar- sight· 
anc.l cuso e The serial nUlllbor on tho sight was' 6529390 and tho 
soriul numbor on tho c aso was 769295L. 

(J) Tho rOlm:dnclor of tho day tho Bc.tte.1ion conc.1uc tod' 
doliboI'o.te search o.ncl eostroy operations in the zono 6f nction. 
At 1700E tho componios "VITOI'e located at tho folloHin[; po..t:rol 
basos .. 

(a) COIr.lJilD.l"lC."'i. Post, Gompo.nios I, K., anl~ L - DT 

(b) Com.panies H and pI - TIT 138311. 

'Tho units osto.."Qlisheu nic;ht activitios at tho f'ol101.-Jing locations 
which are vory ro'to1cnt to tho following action ropor~., 

(c) Corn.:",uny I - r'einfol~cocl squad corabLCt out­
post DT 133312" 

DT ''1 ?83l? ~'-'- ... - .',~ 

(c1) Corapnny K ~ reiD.forceel.. pIt comb[tt outpost 

(e) Compo.ny K - squud combat outpost DT 130312. 

ie 12 Soptomber 1967 

. (1) fl.t 0330H tho squad combat out:;Jost of CempCLnY I 
obsorvocl m.oVOrilont of 2. lo.Y'BO onomy for'co movins wost to oast. 
ImL1odio.toly tho COP oponed firo and bOGun to tnlw firo on thoir 
positione Apl)roxiD1tltoly 10 minutos IntoI' tho entire patrol 
beae pOriYllotor on th0 southern sido bog~n to receive fire from 
tho enomy forco estimated u rrVA com:)c.ny and. pcssibJ.y two. Tho 
E;!:lOmy forco ";ms oquippod l-Jith Qutomutic wOa~)On8 ~m.:'.. o.ssa.ult 
machino guns,., ThG Il.spookyl! Gunship vms utilized in illumi-
nat ion anL~ :ripo sUFPor't.. At about 0530H the enemy forco 1J03an 
to 1)ronk conta.ct nne.. in Em nttempt to floe vwst wore ongagod 
by tho Com])uny K corn'Jc.t outpost. Tho onomy <lid not attempt 
to fiCht this 1'0: co only 81J.rp:c"o88 by firo 0 Tho combc.t outpost 
upon post action interviow, estinu:i.toG. tho on.em~f forco to bo 
tHO compo.nv in sizo. Casuu1itios'to tho friondlv units Has 
4 KIA; 1 D01rJ; 20 'VnA,; anc~ 2 HIANE" '.rho enomy sufforod tho 
follo:tITil1G casa.uli tios; 35 KIA coilfirYllod; 20 KIL prob&blo and 
4 P1;,Ts i of vJhich .3 c:'iocl of "VJOunds boforo they could be ovacuutoc1 9 

Tho LCssessoc1 prcb8.Jlo co.sualty fl tl,1ll'o deos not includo an 
assossment of IGJA" . 

1.5 
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(2) Tho romaindor of the day the Battalion c i Jl1.ductod . 
soarch and clostroy operations one.:' ovacuated the casuali ties 
c.nL;' equipment po1icecl from tho scone of battle ... 

(J) At 1700 tb.o Dattalion with Compo.nios II o.n<1 M 
loc.ding tho attnck socuroc1 Task Porce X ... :pay Objective 1 at 
BT 1530 with no enemy contnct o 

(4) The Battalion consolidated tho position and 
aUY'ins tho ro:main<..lor of tho ni.::;ht conclucte<.1 niGht socul·i ty/ 
o.ml:n.lsh p['.trols from tho patrol bc.se e 

j~ 13 Soptembor 1967 

(1) At 0800H Companies L nnd II commenced tho nt-tack 
on Rocimonto.l Objoctive A, o.t DT 1731. The objective was 
seizod QUe sccured nt 1030B unopposed e 

(2) At 1030B Companies K o.nd !vI CrOSS0c.:' tho line of 
c.1cpo.rturo to atto.ck~ soize &nd secure Tc.sk Forco Objective 
2, locc.tecl at 13'1' 18)0 and DT 1831" Tho objoctivo "rus sccured 
unopposed nt 1430Ho Tho Battalion iYrJ1ilOdlc.-cely connnoncod to 
consolidatotbe position, ostc.bllsh a patrol baso and cond.uct 
deliberate sco.rch ['.nLl des troy oporai.;ions in tho ob joctivo QI'oa .. 

(3) At 1700H tho Battalien "Vms taskod the mission 
to conduct a helilift from. tho Dl"'OSent 1J08i tion to a socuro 
LZ o.t BT 1639 ane::. attuc.lr south -=-to bi'~WpC;p'·t ~;lJ.o l~t r~v1~ .iling!?}!' Task 
Q'roup units o.t DT 1635 .. 

(L~) At 2000I-I tho lO2..(1inG olo~nonts of tho 3rcl 
Batte,lion, 5th No.rin08 C')Yt:UilOncod the holilift from 1Z o:t 
DT 158358. 

(5) At 2100H £LftOl" Compo.ny I ancl a plo.toon from 
Compony H ho.d.boon lifted auto tho lan(.:in[~ zone ea...'ne under 
attack b;sr snipors with o.utomD.tic 1:JOfl:JOnS,. T'i';o Ho.rinos ~fere 
vjol..mi..~Gd :r'oquid.nc; moc1;:)vo.c 0 'rho romo.inder of tbo holilift 'was 
ccmcellc<1,. 

(6) At 2130H CoYtll)o.ny I 0.1:..(1 tho plo.toon i'r"om Company 
IT ~iD.8 choppoL: to tho 1st Bnttalion, 5th l1ar:inos" 

(7) At 2330B t.ho 3rc.1 Dr.ttn.1ion (-)(1"oin) cC)!1"..mencod 
n. foot nlo.rch from 3T 153388 to Hill 35 at BT 2231. 

ID~©~ro~~~~~~!ID 
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(1) l~t Oq.30H tho lOIlc1inc olome:;}ts rcachoc .... tho 
objoctivo uroa at Hill 35. 

(2) At 0800H tho 31"<:1 :)attalion, 5th Har:tnos COnllnoncou 
a hclilii't from. IIill 35 (Hi1129) to a lanGing zone at DT 136367 
to attack, seize an~ socuro tho Hill 53 complex at DT 129369 
and proparo to continuo tho attack to the west. 

(3) [it 0840H tho 18 o.dins olemonts of the :Jatta1ion 
sot clO'tID in tho lanclin[j zone unopposod and con.:aenced tho 
attack on Hill 53. 

(4) fl.t 0910H tho last eloroon"cs of tho Battalion 
lanced in "\:;he 1Z. 

(5) At 0930H Com})t'.l'lY L sccurcd Hill 5) 1.Ulopposocl. 
Tho Dnttalion co:m.li1oncocl consoliL~ation of tho objective and 
landinG zono o.roas r,nc.: qe13a.n proparations to continuo tho 
attack. 

(6) At ItS30II tho Dattn.lion vms relieved of the security 
of Hill 53 by the 1st ARVN RnnCGo1" Task Group& . 

(7) At 1630B: tho"'Jrcl :J."lttalion, 5th IvIarinos .Jith 
Cor:nanios Ie anc.~ II in the laue. COi'li7.J.Once(.~ tho c.ttaclc to the 
Rcslmentc.l Objective D at DT 1137 .. 

(8) .. ' At 1830H COml)anies Hand K socured Objective Do 
Cor:qc.niosL, 1'-1 und the COT;IUlanc1 Post' f'ollOWOG in trace end bosan 
c011.so1i(~o.tion of tho 00 j active aroa" 

(9) Throv.ghout tho romainc:or of tho ni.:.;ht tho Dnttc.lion 
consolic.:n.toC tho :Josition and CO:.:1l:t1.ct . .;d asgressive niGht secuI'ity/ 
anuush patrols. 

1. 15 Septel11ber 1967 

. (1) At 0800H Com)any II COl1lli10nccc::. tho move from Ob joctive 
D to n LZ at DT 156387 follm.rod in tr aCG by Company L, the 
Com.manel Post t Comlxmios M anc. K .. 

(2) l"l.t 0930H COl1l:)any H, 2nc Dattc.lion J 5th l'1r~r-inos 
wc.s chop}?od to 5th Hc.:r-inos for helilift to 2/5 aroQ.o 
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(J) At 1030H opo!2;donal control of Com:)[.t': Y I! .3rcl 
Duttc.lion" 5th Hc.ril108 W[cS r'oturnocL to p2.J::lOnt orgm1.1zatJ.on 
from 1st :J8;ctc"lioll, 5th He.r-inos ~ 

(4) At 1200I-I [,,11 m:its of the 3rd :Jattal:i.on, 5th f,larines 
WGre in tho Q.sse;:nbl;T area for 7I'uck move;:ilent to Hill 63 combat 
1)8.8 e • 

(5) At 160QI-I all units of 3I'Cl Ds.ttalion, 5th Me:: ines 
had returnec! to Hill 63 Combat base and Operation SiHPT vJ8..S 

t~rminated. 

lL TIesults 

Q. e Enomy 

(1) ~ 'rhe f'ollo\-vinc; is an assessncnt of VC/NVA personnel 
cGsualitiss inf!ictot based upon post operation debriefing. 

(Gd rNA }CIA (confiI-med) - 313 (includes 53 
c ouf ir-me d lOA) 

a1 ,1 e "''':~A) .~_ 1. ... 0..) 

(c) va KIA (canf i!:med) - 2 

(d) Detainees - 11 (7 processed to 7th ITT) 

(0) ?Hs! (NVA) - 5 

(2) The COr.ll)ilation of enemy equi';lli1.ont ~m<l material 
captured or destI'oyec~ is inch~cled in pnT'n:::;:ra:?h 7 ~ :'.':::~()l::t ... , 
cen.co por-ticn 'j • 

(3) '1:110 folloHinc is a corap5.1ation of equipment an<l 
nateriaJ. 1088 or cnp-culod :fT'Orrl tho 1>1o.l'inos un:tts. 

'J1'10 3323 

& 20510, 

(c) F'o'JY l·f-J.6 Serial l'J08 unlm01r.n:l eJ:; present 

10 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
.?121 
22 September 1967 

b. Friendly 

12. Administro.tion 

a. Hesupply 

(1) Rosupply of c.D. classGs of natorio.18 vlC.S acco1'11-
plished fr'om the 103181; io 9.1 81Xp})Ort 8.I'ea D.t Hill 63. 

(2) Tho EIST net lms used 2;8 a lor;istical and heli .. 
copter control nets 

( ~' , 
5; Dil~ficul ty wo.s one ount;oror.i 1r-J:l tn. rosu})~rly in tHO 

aroas. 

(o.) '.I:'ho rosupply o:rc~o:<. s wer 0 novor fully cO!ilpletod. 

(-0) Clothinc rosupply vms 1:H.'.:roly e.aoqu8.te at 

b ~ JiIaintcmance 

(1) Ko:r-l1-:.el l'1lainten8.l'J.cG H8.,,] accomplis:;:lOd in tho fiold. 

c. Tro8.tmont of' Cas-' .. Hl1i ties, EV8.cuation 2.nc1 Eospitalization 

(I) ~horo was at times 0. pro~lom in tho evacuation 
of C8.81;,[',11 ti,GS Q Th:ts 'He.S tho :i:'l::: fJt til(lO durin,:~; tho suynrrlor-
cnmpaicD. thc,-c this COrnY,lc,ne:. b8.;J3J:2?erienc0C~ dii'i'ic'C.llty in evac­
uatinG casuulitio8 f~om tho fiold. At tidGS it tock 42 hours 
to sat Kla1s from tb3 ~&ttlofiQld, 24 to 30 hours to evacu~to 
l"'lCl:Ltil1.o tll"lc1 ~Jr-ior it'Jr"1' I)Il1.S ~ It is tlrlc~orstc.rl(].8.blo th.D.'t tho f,lDSS 
CC,8uo.l:1.tio 8 C:T'Go.tcd Q )Y oblom E0TIilfllly not o;~PGrien00cl but 
tbe:::00 :-J8.8 a [lofin:!. to le.ck of holtco:ptor' avaiJ..~)bili ty to 8UP,Ol"t 
ancporution of this size. 

(2) The olilorgency liicdov2.c br.:llicopters e.s 1.::sual '\;WY'O 

C1..lt,~~tnndii1C :tYl tOY·t18 of tirnoli11()SS o.nc1 8.Gb~:.G8si\.ron.Gss in 
ovacuation of s~riously woundod ~Qrlnos. 

&~ Transportation 

(l) Eo problemc wox'o o}:J.countorod vIi th transl')ortc.tion. 

19 
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(2) A particular note should be made of the h(~'li­
lift of this T::lattalion on the mornin(?; of 14 Se·otember. It 
took only 30 minutes to helilift this :Jattalion :from the time 
the :first Marine set foot in tho tactical LZ until the final 
lOE',d c1isembax'ked from the helicopters" This quick build up 
of forces enables 'Ghe Battalion Cor.!1.'n8.nder to gain rapid con­
trol of the lan&ing zone and still have sufficient forces to 
continue the f:tttacl{ if necessaryco 'l'his lift , .. ,ras a classic 
exe.mple of the ]\'larine COl:'PS doct1"ine of vertics.l envel .. 
lopment. The utilization of the CE 53 helicopter 1.>T8..S the 
sin.glc contrib1J.ting fe.Gtor to the rapid troop build u;:. The 
v8.1ue of this aircn:ft is unQuesti:)nable frome. ground 
C0l11.'YJ1f.:.nder 1 s ViOH point. 

e. Comraunications 

(l) ODCY'o.t ional COlYJIilun5.ca t ions Nora maintained 
throuGhout Oper:i:~tion SFIFT by utilizin::s the AUJPRC:"2.5 0 

T:--lis r·adio, ("[2:2.in~ prov·,cd to be hi[3hly r· eli£'.'Ole i!1 voice 
C 01'('.w1l1nl C eel on. 

(2) l'his Di),ttnlion exper'ieneod some eo:n .. "11Uni­
cc.:c~()ns clifficul':::;Y ,/Jith the 0nemy oloctNmic inter­
ferrenca of :~,ho nets. Em'lfG'Jcx', quic.k [:nd 7)Qsitive action 
t.rD..S to.lwn to .switch to altorn2.to· Iroquencies to e1eminate 
tr~opl·oblcms t",bon thG jamming occurr3d on tho BattD..lion 
frr}QU0!:'.CY $ 

(3) Cons idoNl.ble diff'icul ty W2.S el1.counter"ed with 
tho lifo s::J8.n of tho BA3.86. The life of tho batter'Y.\'lTas 
~al)?,llt ~~l~f' ,':?!~ ~~~as ~ o:-/;:~;>c~ie~,c ~"~ ,~ I~·Fc~;~ t Ig:r .. t :).O~. J:e~T~\ 8.1 I-=) c1 , ~~:b_? t 
e8.·c1JGJt,:;,u.;\,dl-t j86) TOC81\i':c,d In ;ros'tA.c:)ly lrTerO o:nos on lrrhlCil 

sholf life:; tOI'i71.inD.l datos h[~d· oxpix'od." 

f" T1oCi.ical EYQ.cuation 

(l} Totn.lnumbCl!.' of moe.ieal ovacuations - 2.26 

(2) KillG~ in Action· 48 
(J) Tdoundod in Ac. tirm 

(4) iJJoundod in Action ~\;Oll Evac 

(5 ) 

'6 " ,) 

iTon Com1)ctDo8.ths 

Non Combret Injurios 
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n. FollowinG ].c.rgo engngol1lonts duyoinG Operc.tion S'lrIIFT, 
this Bnttalion 1VUB ullowoc1 sufficiont tJ.i":lO to 'c'Jncluct sonr-ch 
and destroy oporntidns in tho iL:1Ii1odiGtoGron. Howover', "lhen 
operating in woll kqo\m and/or suspected enemy lOGisticnl 
support o.rec.sth..; B~.ttalion <:id not hDv0 time to nc.oquo.to1y 
som"ch for tho sup'4y cuchos. On at loa.st throe instancos 
it would hc.vo boen ~.GVllntc.Goous to establish D. bc.ttalion patrol 
bc.so a.ncl conduct dorc.il softl'ch ru1.C~ clostr,:)y oporc.tions. 

b.. During Opo;:2.tion SiHFT friondly 2.rtillory impo.ctod·:, 
in tho· positions o£'. tho Battalion on trJl'oeaccc.sicns, inflic­
ting e totel of fO'Llr Her-inoa t'lDun(~od in ection. Tho causes 
appearael to bo: ' 

(1) 'J.'ho'position 01' tho .friendly unit wcs on tho 
gun-tc.rget lino; a¥, 

(2) .on two occnsir)lls tho battory wr.s firing at 
mr.xirauIll range Hi th tho 1'r'iondly units on tho gun-ta.rgot line. 
Recognizing this uQIlc~or of1'orts shoulc be inito.tocl to [Lssign 
tho miss ion to Co bQttcry thct will hf'.vo friondly units froe 
of the gun-tarsot lino. 

c. Probloms oncountoroc.1 tTith Ii10clical oVllcuetion unu 
resupply c.ro vlorthy of furthor .... :iscussion. 'rho prLao prob-' 
lorn wns sir:1ply leck of c:.va.ilcblu holicopto:rs to SU1Jport tbe 
lOGistical loc:.cl. 'rho Dc,ttc:.lion oxporioncod. rd; ono time n 
30 hour dolc.y in o Vc.cuc.t in!:, l-lounclocl Mc.rinos. Evon thoug~). 
tho ovncuoos woro n;Jt in en omorGoncy stntus it is fC.~.t 
this timo poric(. Uf.S oxc...,S::dV0. 'i'horo 1010.8 also 1: L.olo..y of 
48 hOlJr"S in UVo.cu[:ting tho rcmctins of dOCOCSGQ Har-lncs. 
Tho avo.ilc.bility of the holicoptors 0.180 c['.us(;cl 0. (oluy in 
rosupply. Th,-,so urec.s crunto [, l)roblora to tho ground. 
COnllilr.n(or in tha.t cX:.:>loita.tion of this initial success 
mlL~ C :mtinuction of the c.ttc_ck is slowed. until tho logistical 
requiroments c.ro c.ccomplishcd. 

d. 0poI'lltion SHIFT is c'Jnsidoro<1 succoss1'ul in terms 
of 0xpprionco Co.inoG, clisor'C;o.niza.ticn of tho ostc.blishod 
Nor·th ili~tnc.m.oso Army nni ts, tho tompor-nry clisrUIJtion of' 
his BUPlJly routos e.nd in:flictine lossos on his porsonnol. 

Roc OIlmon<.:c.t ions : 
b· ,. 

(1 j 'l'hr,t on futuro o',orctions consiuorntion lje civen 
to obt\<iu helicopter sU:)yort from any o.vnilr.ble source. 
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(2) Thc.t in i'1XGU!O holiliJ't, c~~r1C3idGTc.ti0n be given to 
includo OS fe8 in ~ro~aririG La's :ust priDT to the first 
VIe.va lr:mCan:i;. 

(3) Th2..t consic~er'[l.tion be f~j7on to allow v.nits m:Jre 
tL18 to c'Jnciuct Q8tc.il(3d seE.reh r.ncl destroy oper['.tions~ 
pc.r·t:i.eulc.rly i1:\ "1t-IelJ ',mQ)i:) c:nc: Sl1speetGd .0;''\01:'1:;' logistic SU:VJOI't 

~ ~~ 
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no Durine the ?laru~in5 £or Operation SHELB~lILLE the 
enerr..y 'V1C.S y ....... 10'Vrn. or suspected to have tho .followinc forces 
d.isposod in the 2.rec. of :)pevation: 

Re~orted at BT 0251 in late AUGUst; 
suspected of early Se~tomber 6i8plnc~~ 
mont to DT 1052" 

Reported at AT 8852' in rllicl~August; 
suapected of early Septe:nbeI' displo.ce;" 
ment. to AT 9952.. .' 

V-2$ I:3attelionRe··,)ortoc1 at BT 0654 and BT 1952 in 
mid-September .. 

b. This wh)le eren, including the Islnn<l,is 0. movom.ent 
route froIll the 'Western side of tho "Rocket Delt'~ to t2:lG sus ... 
pected va SUPIJly center cOot Cho 3a. Market rtroa, BT 2044. 
Accorclingly, many pre:"o?erntion intellieence re:)orts were 
nvc.iln.b10 i!l.c~1.cctinG ns mnny a.s f'iV0 enemy Bc:tto.lion8 ~ Third 
Dc ttalion, P:1f'th Nn.rines t pre-o:)oratiori estimate reported one 
VC Dutto.lion (I1c.in Forco) harboring '.:m tho Islc.nl~; Q-l.3 Com:;)any 
cOone.: Unkn01".ifl cloments of' the V-25 Bc.ttc.lion, possibly ~l rocon 
elomr;mt Hi th l1".issLms in tho AO" 

c" Du:r-ine; tho conduct of tho oper'etion, 3rd Dnttnlj .. on, 
5th Nf;~rinGs is bolioved to have had' c.mtnct l-fit:1 ,:mo VCl1F 
C 'JIiI"'r>n""" nn f:bo "'l' ·-;ol1.t: n"~ 23 SO:)t""1·11~o·r ],...·01.7 ..,t nrr r\"~""r'')f~ A ':J...J~J. d ." ..... J.. ... i ... ~~· "" JoI.. .i. l:.i I:"j _.~! ~ ~.. "It:. t ... )t:.,, __ c 

s(;c'Jnd major- contoOooi:, lWS ho.e.: '.)n ~~5 ccp'tornbor 196[' Hit;h onc 
VCNF or rJVA c''.)m;J8.ny at BT 004528" Dur'h~2; this c·.;nto.cG, tho 
enomy Gs-co.:.:;lishod a rtU" ShR:floC .. o.mbush £..n('. enGG8';)e.~ Li:mr.:. COri'f.?f'.ny 
a.ftor India Company hee: previously movod tbI":m2;b tho s c.mo !:;on­
oral aro8.~ 

d.. No major· (Plo.toon or Com)c.ny) contact (:evolo~)od during 
the o~)Gr;:,ti()n.",~' 

G.. Soveral snipor's, indi iddunls I e.nc! thr·oc man tonms con­
tinuod to nttompt tho delay of tho Bette-lion I. (3 :::.c.lvnncG 0 
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(1) The wholE) nreo. ofo:)oro.tion 't'lo.s chnrc..cterizud by' 
flnt torrc.in fla.nkod by two gonornlly E!:'Lst-Wost y·ivors about 
f:)uJ:' to fivo foot in dG:)1~h in tho South to ovor tv101vo foet 
in tho No!.,th 1:;T'I:c!~"ch of Sene Ky Lam .. 

(2) Tho yo[~eto.t:ton tc..kos l112.ny forms, rEmsine .from very 
tl1.icl{ bnrtlD·JO Jc:r-oellrl(':'s t.~) JJ.leh"~ tl~icl~ ~~nss c:.ne "'~j" .. ~j;:~C;·i~" Thi.s;" 
vogota.tio:n is ~i() thiok Dl(~ fY'oquonti thc·.t fiolds of f:tro 'Viore 
novor ereJector- the.!J. 200 motors ['.rv] 1 most ,:;ftonJ .k-l~@._~h~:2,.)&Q ~ 
Tho sinsloi.mi.form GxcG~Jtion to this ~!8I"O thoi'o',) 2:LCO i~:'I;lC:llios 
f "Y) r1 ~-n tb -'n+ n"2t U;" ~("'\ d U ' n ~~., 0..,..,]\7 u 0.:.1110u. J...I.. _0 cc .vrw..l. LS.,-,.'n, ~,rv~. ':~ .. ' ',> o· 

(1) 
conductod of 
Intollli30nco 
ine; fo.cts or 

Dotni1~d end/or bri0f' scroening intorviews wore 
tho Viotnmncse 1'nrm1'ru:lilios by the :Jo.tto.lioJ:J. 
Po!:s':JnnoJ. e Fron thoso 26 intorvim·Js the ro:Llow­
Vietnru10se opinions dovelopod. . 

_ (s) Of' tho people who livod on tho "'Islc.n.d!t 12 
to 16 months ago, only one tor evary 1'OUl" !A-OW remain in ·tho 
nrCQ~ 

(b) Only six non-hostilo Viotnrunoso males 1-roro 
obsorvo(l out of SJTIlO ]-40+ people soon 1'ram tho cent(n~ of tho 
5:81['.11(.1 to tho VJ'ostorn river shoros. Of tho so , ell wero ov(;r 
50 Y8GrS 01' ["go. All tho fruni1i3s clQ.imod thnt. tho you!lGor, 
hends . of tho ho.uSE:!, wure in Dn Nang working. 

(c) The familios nnQ tho living qu~rters were 
ODSaI'V0d to iJO 'Doarer then normnlly fmmcl in Q<1.0 Son nnd Thnng 
BirL~ Provinces.· 

h.. ..B.,ico Ho.X'vost 

(1) Tho 1'ow Dien Bun ricl;) fields' in tho nrea o.r 
oporntion, nccoI'dinC to 16.. ViDtnnmoso sour-cos II aro ex:pected 

.. · .... --t-o--yield not more th('.n 1200 Tons of rica, sto.rting on 1 Octobor 
1967. 

([\.) It wes difficult 1'or the'ViotnamGsG to ex­
p10.in "'rho wets GoinG to ho.rvost the rice 'tvi th all the men 
llworkine in Do. Ha.."'lgtt and ,bo.soc:.. on previous nnswors "iio screoninG 
questions J not 0X'i/OC tod to return 1")!' It s0vernl Y!].onths Q It Ono 
sinG10 source, n 74 yom' old man, :')orsona.lly intervi':lwod. by 
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the Bnttnlion Officer; nili~tted thQt squads of 
VG fron tho South fu"'1(L N'orth of the Islcnd 1.J'ould com!) to help 
"dththo har-Yost" In S:)FlO C[,8:)8, tho va inGivio.unl:Ly or in 
slnD.ll c:::r()up~ O'V>JiJ. tho f i.e 1,:},s e 

(l) Tho o.roG. covered by 3rd Bc.tto..lion, 5th l-ic.rinos 
avicancec. oxtonsiyo ''::Dll'lQ.eO to homes,9 out-buil<.linljs o.U(:~ fiolds 
c:s Q J:::;sult of ['.oricJ. c..n<l nrtilloI'Y bomba.rc.~Iilentu Th')se f01v . 
poople r01:;;.,&irdr.g on the Is1c-nd, who wore s'crone;ly suspected 
of boinS VC frrt1lili.Js, weT-a indifforont t,) tho bombnr·cmont. 

(0.) The ma."1-mo.Co cover Qca.inst a.rtillory c.nd 
modium o!'dnanco.? \-Jore foun(!. to bo pr·ofessiona.l nne:. oxtc;msivo" 
Doo;::> cor.J.1'l.unicntion tronch0S ['end ~xtra r'oini'orcocl blli"'1~{Q:rS vwro 
1'('.1" to :n11lilor-cus to plot on c mS''Pr, 

(1) Nona o:f' tho V:i.otnnmeso No.tionc.ls intervi0Woc1 
cJ.cJ.l11od to he'lo any Jmmvlodgo of oncmyrockets<> Addit3.oDf'.lly, 
n~:~E-t· ,.)j~~ thD;-o:.. !'~lQ·~i of ~;l'lc J_C)O;OOO pie.stars r01rI.~,J:'cl J'Gr :t-:-"(")c:'lro-c 
i!~"fo:r'lJj<::.ti<::~n -!)"v.t nOl'J.0 believod tho G;)ver-nmont ~~cyu.ld. lo·i:;. them 
keop tho monoy. -

"T ..... ""rr. 
l';....i~:.. 

~·/I'('l. 

VIA 

(,., , 
\ ' •. J I 

(Pl 
(G) 
(p) ~~ 

1.. Bn~y Equipmcnt Co.ptured 

1 I"T~tSO Mnchinecun 
6 lfixod m~t0 2.Ilcl scmi-nuto rif10s 
21 Chi Com Grt::mr~clos (All destroyod in pInco) 
18 Itom.s of sor'llicoc.blo It 7fl2~! goc.r, ve nnd J:TVA 
900 Ibs (A:nn:ox) of hic1lLon polishGG r·j.co (given to 

10CL'..1 villc_Gors in oqunl sharos) .". 
20 Ibs of INA class moclicnl sorvico. ;.;;unr (dostroyed 

in pIneo) .-

2. Mission 

To ostr.blish bl:)ckine; positiGIlG by H-hour on D-day nlon[5 
tho s :)uth In::.nk o:f tho Sene; Chiom S,?n. Hivor in the nss ienod AO 
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b~~l'Un~OnOOiYlwdith<.1rnwlll en exfil tI'c.tion to thos:luth. To 
conduct c.:olibcI'cto end thoroti~h sco.rch c.nc destroy oporctions 
to ki.ll~ cr.:JtUI'O" end c:0stroy anomy forco8 (mtl oqu5.~':1lont.. 

00nccnt of 0'pornt.:ton 
",=._ .. a=---~~~.~ ... .:'~,.."...''''_"--=>, ••. ,,, __ .:.=., ... 

Soo Cporntions OverlD..y~ 

Cl.. .~~tombGr 1967 

(1) At 1130H tho Connno.naing Officer" .3I'd Dc.ttc.1i.on" 
5th Hnrinos I'ocoivoG. tho P'irst Mc.rinos OpcI'n.tion Oreor for 
Oporction SHELBYVILLE. 

(2) il.t 1600H COl'lI9ony I dopnrtocl Hill #63 ns the 
,e<1vQIlco gua.rd .for tho nntta1ion (-), tomovo to tho a.ttnck 
pOB:Ltion £l.t DT 01.5516 e 

(:'-;) Itt IGOOH Compnnios K .. J':' nne tho Alr>~!t Gomm.a.nd "GrOup' 
, -l- 1 -r • 11 J.163 f 0 t.. • t . t p" I coper- vO(l i:cl. .: t' or o:c A1CK }JOEl lons ons 0:':' vompc.rcy . '-' 

Conpo.ny L with tho ~ph a COI111'l1cncl Group c.t DT 032513 enc:. C,::n:rpm y 
K c.t DT 0495120 

(4) At 2100H Compc.ny L recoivoG. fir'8 from un AR\'1IT 
com~;lov.nc. c.t DT 1.27!JEO 1J.70unding ana I.fu.rino.. Ori:or wut. rostored, 
coo:r'c"!.inc:.ti:i.on t\so.i:r:. rmt':.o ['.11 c.: tho l1lD.rch c:Jntinuo(~ ["C 2230:':1:, 

0.) L.t 0230H 3rd Dnttrilion.!l 5th l1nrinos choppocl to 1st 
Mc.r~inos :fol~, Opcrc:.t ion SHI~L0Y\fIJ~Jlj~3 J! 

. ( \ 2.J ~.t 0700E t;11 comJ?~:t;-iog eO;,'!lJloncou. '~ho nt.~Qck into 
their rospoc tlVO !)locli:J.n;3 i)'JS:VC::VJ;::'.S" Cor(Cic..ny.L Z"OCO:L 170(1 o.pprox-
irac.toly 20 sni~Jo3? rGUn(~8 i'z'om a...'1. o3'c:tm<,L;o(~ 3 vc i'ru'.'!, t,bo ",.~~.", 
cinitS' of DT 02351.)" 1-... En,T(,op ')f tho froc, 't,'flS c,::m.c1:J.r.:toc:. wi-eh 
no cat; iva ro suit; 8, G!"lO r'IL~r ino lHlli-TS c 

ENCLOSURE ~3) 
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(J) At 08)OH Collt>any L whilo conCuct1ng a soarch c.nd 

clo.stroy pc.trol sm"" 5 VC with 1{Co.3')iJns flooln(~ llcrOS8 c. rlver at 
BT 031525 () A sear'ch )f: tho nr·on rovoo..locl. 5 va lUl, C'JI1:t:lrlJ.'.OQ 
ltdth 'JrIG ~';0o.pml CC,Iyi:;uro{L s.:"olZg Hith vnrluus 782 GE:JC.r. 

(4)fl.t 1115H Cornpnny I e,otte<l two va across the !'1vor 
v.t ::JT 0085'2.4" Doth WC1ro c[',rrying 'tITeo.')'Jns ane. tuken l..mder fire. 
H03ults 1-JCI'O aDO va ICE. e·onfh'med thro}lc~h fielc. 819.8803 ['.r.C: one 
VOKIJ,. lJJ~ob[JJIG soen to :fall nnd dreG himself' into the brush o ' 

The c..r'oo.. llillsrl't 30n!'chucl 'bocQuse of b'JunCnry nnll berrio!' I'cstiric-
tiane . 

(5) 1:..11 compa.nies orGunized patrol 1.)(1808 in thei.r' ob­
jective e.roas ~;1lc1 c'.JnducteLi. lucal niGht activit los 0 

'(l) li.t lOCOH th~ scout-sn5.poI' tot'JIl ~rith Company K 
spottod. 4 vc woay·int~ black nntl cn:e:;:,ying ''lToap()ni~ Q.c·:r.oss the 
r~VOT m·JviD.;~; into tho troelino ~ 'l'ho sniper !<:i.l"OQ !~. l'ounc::.s nnd 
SCt: 3 va fall o.net luy still" Tho fou:"th mado it into tho 
trcolinoe 

C011I1l1[>D.C. 

I 11'.0\11)(::' 

0.30.5'2.40 
<1,,) 8 t.:roy 

{Z) At 1200H Componios I and r., alone; wj .. !jh tho :.aa,pha 
Group reposit ionccl their blockin[; :)osi i:;1.ol1.s" o om,pc.ay 
to DT 036523 fL'I'ld Cor:pany L -!hri th th'3 C'P mO\TOQ taCh!' 
.l~11 t:tni"cG Ct)::tir~t~lGd to COJ1(lllCt c~[:~[;rer1S l~lO S8fl,T~f!b. ctnd 

potroJ.l1nc; o£ our .hG" 

0) At 11~_2.I)H the lee-ding clements of' Com:)ll.ny I tripped 
'tl1hn.t was -:xs.116Y'o c: to be c M·~26 f:r'o.8 r::!'v:"1C.G.O 1 .oc::y=tr c\;) v:l.i:h u. 
vina trip ,·Tiro QCr088 tho trc.il c.t 3T 0275·23" 1" tl'r'C'C U'j i.'Ll 
MeU{1v"Qc. 

IllE'.toly 
CD .. rlson 

Od At 1526H tho i~1.:il.a Corn...'111mJ. Group foUJ."1cl a?i,):r.'oxi·. 
200 Ibs ot riGo nne::. 200 Ills of 5c.lt nt :JT 03.5.:)22.. Kit 
Sc;outs divido<l tho !'~LCO [me. s8.lt up in equal 8(10.1°08 and 
it ou.t to t110 fc.mll1~"3s in tho ilT.ll.10C:iuto c.x·-'on Q 

(S) At 1600I-I El. ~...orine .from COln])any L tri.pped D. 11-26 
fI'D.B grc:(lcG.O booln·-.,tI'!l'J vihilo m.ovi.n::; th:t"ou;:;h 8. h-:)d~;;r)r-ow, ~)ne 
lrII!. :r~bQO~lc:/~odo ~ .. 

(6) il.t 1730B Com:jany K spottod 6 YN males and. 3 vn 
:foma.los T"J.-'-1.u:Luc froTi" Q. pctr,)l nt 31' Oi.;..C52:':::, 1'"'..-:,0 of tho mnlos 
"VJ()re c8.r·ryinr; lJo!l~·)t)n:3 2.nl~ flreJ. 2 l"'Qunt~S .s/A fi1:'G nt tho l)f.ttrol. 
Tho :x.t:rol !:'otur-nocl f':i.:r.e. ::\G8.rch of thoo.rea rc)7oclo':::' 2 va 
IGJl. con.finoc:rl, :mo cnptUJ:?8d U;3 co.:r'bino nlonr;lrdth two bli..')Q 
trails 100.(::1..1:113 fr-oln cr(;u illc.:'i.cej:;ing (2) va KIl.\. probable ~ 
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(7) Lt 2030H a Company L, LP at DT 028529 sighted 

tby'our-fh u StcT'li[~ht SC'Y1)8 20 ec.n;.cuflef.?od VO.e ~C:t~e LP torjk 
the ei1:emy Qfl(:er .fire c.n;ll.J£CS "ldthcl:r>nvm to the mnin. COP. 

(D} At 2115H u CompO,ny L pIc.toon size C.c:nf)c.t O'.ltl)Ost 
o.t DT 027.~2S w[W tol::E:!l ur.~CGr 871ipo!' fix'o nnd. occ.n!B).onul i,n­
cond.ne; g::..eua.des.. Ene~1J.Y fire i..rC.S recebTed from u11 sic..ea thr'ou{5h­
out tho nif:ht until 240330H.. I)IJ..rinG the night both flo.ro"'ships 

. cnu f1.1'e-f1ies \-TOre emlJl')y.::d 'Hith oxcollent T'Q5ultso Ilo friendly 
cnsuel tit)s 'W'0J:'O l'<3!}e:i.ved ~-ri th '.me iifVL. KIA confiI'!11ad and 20 KI1 ... 
probubles est:U!lc,ted from extensi va blo·)d tl"cils £m~l c..lrnc; liw.rks 3 

d. .?hJ, Sreptem~er 12q,Z 

.. (1) At 07JOH all units '&eBen movine to n river fording .' 
aito at DT 012521.. 

(2)' At 0900U' COm})l"..n:yr I raaeivad nppr-oxirnc.toly 10 rounds 
incor.rl.nt!, snipor fir0 from DT 0135134l nlnckcont o.r1justod en 
8lmm mcrte.r mission anG. a plc.toon S'VlOpt through the area ob­
servin£; 3 VC in t::reen unifo:roms wi th WiQ.~ons Ir.D.ving into the 
:'rush. The plo.toon took thom under fire and sew 2 VC fa.ll. 
ROSll1ts o:f soo.rch locntau 2 distinct blood trnils but no va 
boCd.GS $ Ho friendly cc.sui:'.lties emu 2 V'O KIA Tl!'cbc.bles. 

(3) At 1100H Droamhour 3-4 spotted 20-30 VO in tho 
o:7on c.t JT 007518 to .AT 9905168 D:ror..r.ll:::.ouT' coniiJ:ollo(l tiT.1TO 
f'lights of fixo<l ,dng with the fol1.0Hing results; S VO ?;iM~ 
cont'ir'med, S VC E1JA :?r'obQbla~ nn<l S !'ighting hoi.as <.lastroyod. 

(4) At 1730H tho lonuin£.~ clements o:r Compnny I "rore' 
tnken t'.n..:lor honvy auto c.nd 8emi-c.utomctic 3/A. firo D.t :;)'1: 010525. 
COrtl':lC'.ny I :rotu!'ne(~ fi1'0 im.'11otlic.tely but tho cnul\:tyl:):<:"c1::f, ~CI!'.t~,ct 
one. movod 1M • . Ji'ivo <'5) fr'iend.ly v.iI1~ts l\fol:.evne~ 

(S') !:..t 1830H all units hE,(~ consoliCcctot et DT 1)10524 
end. co:ndUJ~tod 10cr~1 nisht D.ctivitio3 ~ 

(1) i~t 11.3CH Company L roceivoG. heavy semi [',utomntio" 
eutomatio S/A fi~o f~d Ma 79 fire from an ostimnted 20-25 va 
dUB in tho vicinity of DT 005527. Artillery WIlS roquostocl but 
was inoffectivo duo to nUlilOI'OUS chock firos boco.uso ot: hrJ1i­
copters in urea. Fixod winG wu.s roqUGstoc! lid th :cegntivo l'">osults. 
Jl.irc:rc..i't 1.i01'e launched but lI-Ter0 diverted i'or- n high3r' prior'i ty 
olsewhore. 81r.nn mo~tnrs were effeotively employod. Results: 
5 l!.rri~ l'lodG'V::1cao friendly. 

EJliCLGSUTIE (3) 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
~I . 

(2) At 1330H CO~)flmw L <letectou 3 M16Al Douncine 
Detty mines nt DT 003526,. All were blJWU in 111aco .. 

(3) Lt ISS0R tho scout sni~or tucxa attacheG to Co~nnt 
K s::/ottoG. 2 ve l'11'ith 1,'Te~rpons nt DT 015520 e The Iniper firod 2 
r01.:t:.l!ls o..::.1(~:. Berti on.o \TO .fc~ll G.l'lcl r~o-m.o..in :l.r.! ~)OS~~t;iOL} .. ~ i'l"!.c :JQcond 
f~lod i!ltC tl'lQ tt .. J..l ~;r·r.!.8B.} /";\X)8L:' ~~r,~8 Y'~ot sonr'cJ.lc!G. 1)oc[~l1sb cf 
bql1.n(.~C:'.ry c.Th.l, 1) Z'.1-:x·i C:::tl but t;,T[!.8, ~(Opt -~lD.c':O~ 8'L~!r·\r3~i2A:lf.llJ.(;e u,nt~t:L c.lar~l( 

v.fi th ].1.(;tTf)"~;~ .. 1i-~ ;~"o~~U.2.·~3 d OXJ.<9 V(] lCIL. c()rtj~ir'lile(l 0 

(l.ii il.:i"j ~ .. 600H one errat.ic Slrr.un mort::tr r'0un(1 f611 shor>'c 
o.t :JT OlO~24 li:5.J.ling t ... \iO K'lr'i:::lLlS end v;o1.1n<1inz 1'ive othors iJ All 
woro G'lac"(l["t;od j.rrlillOd:;'r.toly 2.D.cl nc o·ther nmr,mnition from thnt 
purticulo:" lot ~·;n3 .f:L:~od(l I11,T.E.)stiButiol1. ll(::~ ';)GGn con(:uc t~od.. 
Results: .f£'.ul ty (,~i1J.mition-Roquiro(l ropor·ts submittec1. 

CS f . At '1710B tho ~;lpha Cormnnnc."'.. Grov.p rocoic'JOd 0. hoc.vy 
voluIrle of Sill. :firl3 2nd H"79 roun<J.sfrom DT 010519 to i3T 01.4520 
from en 08timo.tod 15 (+) va" An tcirstrikc was run an,lt:h.e enemy 
im;:neclic.t(;,J..y br01·w c r)1'ltnc-t [:n{, i'1'3d sou.th", R8sul t3! OI1.G va KIA 
conf5.l'Inod nnC:. or.i.O ve KI.f:. Drotnl)le. One Y.tD.rine KIA c.nd 011-3 

.Mr.rino vHf", 11cc1cvac" - . 

t' .) ~o At 1900H 0.11 units consoli<1D.tcll f:..t DT 006$28 nnd 
crm(:uctoc.;' 10cc~1 ni.0;h:c nctivitios .. 

(1) At 07JCII Gcnpnny L continuod tho o.ttnck to s,,,curo 
Objoctiva #1 nt A~ 9995'28 1rri~th Companios I{" I n.rLQ UP in ty·nco. 
J ... ftor 3Elcu:cing Cb jGc-ej:vo III C-:nr:nnny K pn.ssod thr'our;h a orlT'o.r'y L 
c..nd continual!. tho fltto.ck to objoctivo #2 ret AT 926528 0 ' • 

(2) l~t 1635H Compnny lea while concJ.11cti.nc thorouGh 
soo.rch nne: cGstroy in tho) vicInity of' fi.T 9B1.529 , .found one NVA 
KIf ... in 0. tronch line ~ E':!lOillY ht,c~ blo.ck trouser's o.n~ [", GT'OOI1 
jnclw'(; on but ned no lv0o.pona 1 ve Xli:.. confirI;lOd. 

(J) L,t 18ot)H n11 units consoliC':.o.tec1 in tho vicinity 
of AT 985528 un<.1 coi1.du::ltod 10c:::l nic;ht :::ctivitios e 

(L~) Jlt 2135H 0. Compo.ny L s~uc.d si::-,e combat o'l).tpooet' 
spottod ; 'Ie TN! th h,;o.Yy C'o.xrouflagc i.i1')vine in n "tv'os Gorly :~ir0otlon 
o.t Il.T 98d5300 Outpost took them undo!' fi.re D...."ld hoa:t'u onr] VC 
yoll loudly... Seurch of' m·on nt i'i;-st lif):·:.t ro',-oaloQ ene hc2.vy 
clrr~g TIlo.:!..,I~ a:J 011}] VC I~Ili.. probc.blG 0 
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(1) Lt 0730H tbD tlttnck WtlS continued 1'1!'ith Coin.,nnies 
. K f'.nl~·L o.bronst with Compcny I nntl the OP moving in tr'nCb~ ~o 

tho vic:i.ni ty of 1:,11'0,1)1438 nnc1 then to tho vicinity oj! AT 9b9553. 

(2) J.·~t llCC'~I Com~:)8ny II f011ncl 2 :~n. KIA c'J:1firmoQ c.t 
1,.oJ: 976S'2D 0 n')';3h o.p:.Jo~:r0(l to hcrITe boon hit 1r-li'~h 61mm l"a.oj:"tc.!'£l. .• 
Dotl1 had lWA ul}'J.fori:ns, packs, CC1'tI'idge bolts r:m,-~ woupons... One 
K-i;ll, cnl:. '~no Iv~-60 rJD.chi:;,o[!ll1J ... 

(3) At 1610H Com:)nny I v;hiloswoopine through their 
['01\ found 2 va hidi.nG &lcng tho rivor bc.nk c.t AT 9'10554. Doth 
l?()l'O tf1{on u!ldQr fire befo:,o thGy coulc..l thro,\'I1' 0. cr-Gn£l.(~o a.n<l 
11~oro l::illo(-;' . ., Th0 sO~l~ch ot' tho aroD. revoulod 6 CtiGom DY'011l1dos" 
2 pr.cks r.n(~ 3 c2..rtridgc belts along Hith one US .30 CnlCa.:r:-bine, . 
one ll[,S 36 1'ifl·3 GnLl ·:JIlO SICS riflo .. 

h~ 28 So)touber 1967 
' ....... -..~ ... - ..... " ... ..,..-.".."'.=-....--,-~-.:.,. 

f "'1 '\ 
\..r:. ) 

t.-;'J·.:~' 

At O?,OOH OpoX'8.tion SHELBYVILLE tGrm.:i.nntodo 

A.t OS'3.5rI c.~_l v.D.i ts rGo\lo;l 
lilift ts Hill #63. 

(1-1-) At 1620H the lest unit o.rrj.vocl D,t Hill 63" 

, . ------- ··8 
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