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HELDEUALITERS
3rd Battalion, 5th IMarines
st Marine Division (Gein) FMF
Sen Francisco, California 96692

3/PE3/dab

5750
1 Nov 1967

From: Commanding Officer '
To: - Cosmanding General, lst Marine Div (Rein)
Viaz Commeanding Officer, Eth Marines

Sub j: . Command Chronology for perlod 010021H Oct €7 to 312hOPH

Oct 67.

Ref; (a)

MCO 5750,24A

(b) FMF PacO 5750.0
@ . {c) Divo 5750.2B
Encl: @(1) Cormand Chronologg Report
TRBR- OPh«JM wvwwd;l.m el opr -

1: In accordence with the provisions of references (a), - (b)
and (c), the Command Chronology for the month of Odtober with

enclosurs

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSE
" DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10

(1) is hereby submitted.
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HEADGULRTER
3rd Battaelion, 5th Marines
l1st Merine Division (Rein) FMF : ' !
FPO San Prencisco, Celifornia S6602 ‘

COMMAND. CHRONOLOGY : -
010001H Oct 67 to 3124C0H Oct 67 . :

TIDEX
PART I - Organizational Data
PLRT II - Nerrative Data

PAYT TIII = Sequential Listings of Significant
Eventa , '

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 1

DOD DIR 520¢.10 ENCLOSUHE'
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| PLRT I |
ORGANIZLTIONLL DLTA

DESIGNATIUN COMIANDER PERIOD COVERED
3rd Battelion, 5th Marines LtCol W.K. ROCKEY ° 7. Sept 67
SUBORDINATE UNITS :

H&S Company ' Gept R.J. MARNELL 30Sept-160ctb 7

Capt L.W. PLARIER Since 170ctb7
Company I Capt J.A. SPEICHER 30Septb7
Company K Capt J.R. TENNEY 25HMaybT
Company L latLt R.E. MUOLLER = SSeptH7-50ct67
) Capt J.D., NICTIS Since 6 0cté?
“. Company M | - Capt J.D. MURRAY | 1Augb7

STAFF OFFICEKS

Executive Officer Maj] B.R. CUMMINS . 22Lpr~110ctb7
Ma] R.C. WISE ~Since 120ct67
S‘-l Adjutant lstlt J.W. HORTONW Bhugb7
$-2 1oLt D.R. DUNAGAN 2Jul67
S=3 . Maj P.E. SHAW BAugt7
S=l lstLt ¥W.W, KING 19Mey67
@ . lstlt G.E. CWSLEY BAugb7
' LVERLGE MONTHLY STRENGTH
USMC | USK
- 38 1097 3 55
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS: ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DIR 5200.i0°
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' DA REII
NARRATIVE SUMMARY -

opo2. At pre sont thc olllet is be;ng fllled by & Lleuten<nt,
0302. First Sorgesnts are currently assigned to each Coupany,

At proscnt, all Companics in the Battsalion ars comaanded
bJ Gaptulns. Officer strength and cnlisted strength is at
a m1n11mr1 for operaticnal commitments,

The Battalion Intelligence ¢ollsction and procsssing
activities during Cétober included the development ond
distribution of five intelligence cstimates and summaries,
four torrain and communicetion trafficability studies and
ning other information publicetions for oporating companics. '
' Intelligerce reporting embraced tho forsgoing and at lsast two
uattsllon/Co13rny Staff briefings pecr dey.

Eneny cthltles wore confinad . .to. two platoon déemonstiras-
tion/prob:.ng assaults in the southcern guadrant of the TAOR,
local eniping end scattered wire laying.

The Bettelion has completed Operation BLXTER, 19 Octb?
to 21 Oct67 and a multi-Company Oporation in eoospepation with
LRVN forcos, 27 Octb7 to 30 Octb7., Thorc has been intensive
patrolling within the Rocket Bolts ‘

At the present time there arc no major comumunicotions
probloms,

RVALS;
pownersomD 81 X1 T s LT @u\@ STFIED

'PED DIR 520030
3
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PART III

SEQUENTIAT LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICATT EVENTS

1., Topics

(a} Porsonnel and Administrotion

(1) Tho Dattalion bagan the month of Octobuor with
an on rolls strongth of 38 Marine Officers, 110L Marine ln-
listod, 3 Wavy Officers oznd 56 Navy Enlisted. Our current on
roll strongth is 38 Marine Officere, 1007 lMarine Enlisted,

3 Navy Officors cnd 55 Novy Enlisted. ' ‘

(2) Tour Marianc Officers dre TAD lcaving an offcem

“tive strength or 38 Marinc Officcrse. There aro also 28 lMarino

Enlistod not chorgeable and 93 Marinc Enlistod non-offcetivo.
Tho currcent cffective strongth of tho Battalion is 34 Morimo
Officcrs and 886 Marino Enlistod.

(3) Threo Marino Officcrs and 95 Marino Enlistod
arc scheduled for rotetion during Novomboer 1967 cs shown
bolow,

MOS RANK NUMBER

Nn302 Captain
7582 Captain
03 )
01

25

2111

2031

3042

3371

3531

1131

7051

(4) Oriticel HOS Shortagos arc shown bolow

DY o SFNFUF APV, YR Y\

HOS M OH SHORTAGE
0130 2 1 1 We

BNCLOSURE. (1)

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR I‘N’I‘EBVALS} .;\
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS: Bl
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ML ol SHCRTLGE

oL.02 1 -0 1 Ceptain

2311 1 0 1 Corporal

2811 1 -0 1 Corporcl

2815 2 1 1 Cerporal

2867 1 0 1 Staff Serueunt

be Intellignnce

(1) Pergonnel. During the month of October the
Battalion Intelllgonco/Scout Section lost a Cpl 0311, Chief
Scout; on normal rotaticn end a Sgt £311, Intolligence Assist=-
ant, for CLP Training and subsequent duty therewith,

(¢} 8-2 attachments, including MP's IT Team, ITT
Teom, Scout Dog Teams, Scout Sniper Tecomas, total 1 offilcer,
' 16 Enlisted and 2 Cogse

(2) Intelligence Colloection., The displacement from
Hill 63 to the prcscnt Combeot Base @ring the first week of
October requircd a meximmm informotion ecllection effort to
develop terrain, enemy ectivities, 003G and trafflcabiltl
within the new TALIR.

(a) Three doys following this displacement,
the S~2 Section publlshed an initial intelligonce study on
the TLOR. Within three wecks, sufficient 1nform“tion has been
collectecd to publish the followlng:

Three seperate Intellirconce Estimctes fnr Battalion
31ze uporotlﬂns.:

.‘ Two sepuarcte Inuellluvncc Studies for Company
size Operations.

Two terrcin ctudies w/weter tnd troefficebility
overlays.

One Bridge and Road Study with Overlay.

Six treaining/guidence memorendums to Companies on
collecting/processing informatiom,

Four dctailed Blacklists, by Oporetional area.

One White List of all known US and allied Offlcors/'
officials having direcct responsibilities on activitles wlthln
the Battul lOI‘! T“ur& .

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; ENCLOSULE (1)
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR. 5200.10
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(3) Intéllimence Renorting o

-
-

() (Sec also para l.b..(gQVhpove)

. L ¥
(b) Submitted threesintelliscnce reports of
interviews/interrogations conductéd in tze flcla. Reﬁorts
include rccont enemy activities, locefpinn of Yositien
and names of infrastructure nursonnel.

(c) Battalion S-2 Officer and Chief conducted
not less thaon one Boattalion Commander and Staff intelligencs
briefing, one individual Compony ond two special briefings
ezch deye.

() Enemy Activity

(a) Symopsis

Disposed in the TAUR, the locel, semifixed
Viet Comg have 150 to 180 men end women under arms. Thoae
locdl guerrillcs have been found to be organized into .
cells of from 3-7 members for the conduct of most act1v1tles.

' During the month of OCtODGP{LthG ldcal Vist Cong neve
cenfinad thenselvos te sniping and seattered mining. There
is some ovidence that: groung. of 15 to 20 Viet Cong hav
engaged TIGE: Cne (formerly Tiger Seven) and TIGER TW. (formerly
Tiger Bix)e

Viet Cong Main Force (VCMF) and Company sized or
smaller colements of NVA formetions are known to have tactically
moved in the Scuthorn quadrent of our TLHUR, in East-West
movements.

Some ovidence thet.a team of NVA snivers are working in
this T4AOR, was manifcst in sevoral oxamples of eneny, 1ong
range, single shot targeting of Marines and 2llied troops.,.

The loeccl Viet Cong in this TAOR, while trying to main=-
tain representation in the majority of the hamlets, tend to
fovor those locations reasoaably nccr & surface/water -
communication route,.

The risk cof having an ective guerrills in this TACR,
with the possible exception of the Southern quandrant, has
increcasod in tho past two yocrs. L8 & roSult, the Combat
effsctiveness and determination of the remaining Viet Cong
guerrlllﬂs experienced durln Qctobor is re3ﬂ0n51blj roted g
good to excellent,

ENCLOSURE (1)
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS -

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YZAKs, —

POD DIR 5200.10 -
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&JQddd D
1 izt [Cong engasod by Brd Battalion, 5th Marines
has been effectively without coherent rcinforcement ability,
He has not engear:d friendly forces on a scale largsr than
squad size.

(5) Vistnemese Attechments., The Battalion hes two
~excellant Vietnemese S5yt interpreters who are continously-
e'iployed in support of Combat Operatinns. Une interpreter
”hargbd tc the roles of the S-2 Section, is activly engeged
with S-5 and MEDCLP prograns. : v '

(6) Kit Cersons. 3rd Battslion, 5th Marines has five
‘excellent, combalt proven Kijt Carsens who have bsen with this
orgenizestion since they orginally Chieu Holted., It is noted

~.that thesec Kit Carsons arc the product of uwentj-two Chieun
Hoi trainees screoned in the past six months,

- (7) Enemy Logseg, The enemy suffered the following
casualties as a resulc of the 3rd BDattalion actions this nmonth,

XIs (e) 3
KIA (p) 2
WIA (e¢) 2

, DETAINEES 21 (only 3 classifisd as civil
defendants. All others were interviswed for information and
releoasad as inmocent civilians)

(0) Woather

() Baine During the nmonth of Jctober, :
'.anproxlmately 10,5 inches of rain fell in the TAUR, ond thls
almost exclusively duringz the i to 10 October 1nturrunted
storm. This short=tern cancnuILt1un ccused flooding of

rice paddies to a frequent height »f & to 5% feet, The
surface c¢cormunications on matlouel Hirhway. Jns, between
Song Ceu Lau, in the South, and the South Dananp bridges
were impessible in six known lecations, '

(b) Temperaiurec. Average High: &8 degrees
Averopge Lows 69 degrees

(c) Lipht. A4verage Sunriso: 00637
Lverage Sunsot: 1820

, (a) Iinds.  Exclusive of the winds generatad
by o storm on 8 CcTober (6-9 Oct.), the winds average 7 knots.

DOW'-NGBADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEAHRS.
'DOD DIR 5200.10
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It was notcd that whon the rice paddics were flooded the unit
leador cof night activitics roported thot the noisc of the wind
aeross tho flooded paddies was so loud and of vorying audio

. frequencies that it wos extromely hard for one Marine . .to hear
another not more distent than five mceters.

(9) Torrain., The TAOR is flet and without a single
contour ling, GConsisting largely of ricc paddies, the only
grounc features of m 111tary consequences are the hamlets and

- sub-hamlets, each with very thick bamboo treclines and the
principal rivers., (Sce AMS Series LT70lly, shoet 6640 I)

(2) Thie Battalion has cownencod soverel
special purpose terrain/trafficebility studies of the whole
TAOR, ngor sections of these studies are complcote ond should
provo to bo of veluo during all scasons,.

® .

| Itomized Account of Inony Equipment Saured or
.Destroxod

Rifles/Carbincs: Two (hidden seperately
in false walls)’

Hend Gronados: Ue,Se Tyno: Four

Co . Hondmgdes 32*(soven inort)

Bayonet, M=16 1 . oo

Blasting Caps: 78 (Type uscd for home
made grencdes and many boobytraps)

¥-79 round: 1

¢30 Cal rounds, loosc:

+30 Cel rounds, linked: 2%

¢50 Cal rounds, linked: 9 :

C~3 type explosive powder: 10 pounds (plus)
in oponod end con

. 556 rounds, lossc: 15
81 mm mortoar round; dud: 1 : ,
Redio receiver, tubed, civilian sales
- Vanguerd (made in Javeon without power

supolys: 1

Documents; local Viut Cong militory and

" porsonal cormmmnications: 3

Uniforms, encwmy type, mixed: 5

¢. Training

(1) The time spent in formal claoss instruction this
month has incrcasci, The cmphasis was placed on subject
erecs which orce of vital importance to the individual *arine
ond to tho smnll unit in ecombet oporeations,

ENCLOSIIRE (1)

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTFRVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFT:R 12 VEARS. 8
DOD DIR 5200.i0 :
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These elassos includcd mines and boobytraps, mhrksmanuhln,
fire control, patrolling, cmbushes and proper secrch technigque,

(2) Tho S=3 has conducted two inCoctrination
Schools, Classes on PO and FAC procedurc, and care, clounlng,
" maintonence and safcty of the Mel64l Rifle ara included in
the school syllcbus, '

(3) All units FPam Pircd thoir individusl weepons
at least twice this month., All ercw scrved waeapons have
been fired, with tho exccption of 106mm Recoiless Rifles,.

() Personnel attended the following schools

(2) Okinewe

Victnamese Language School 7
Armo Tech School I
Militery Justicc School- 1l
Embarkation 2

(b) Da Neng

Cap School , 3
Land HMine Warfarc 22
Embarkation School , 6
Personal Reapnonsec 2
Pay-Worfarc 1

(c¢) Jepan
. ‘ - Registorcd Pubs School 1
ds Operations A

(1) From 010730H Compony I, Company L and the Alpha
Cormand Group perficipatod in a multi~Compsny Opveration in
the Quo Son Velley. At. 011820H Compeny I and the Alpha
Comniand CGroup returned to Hill 63, :

(2) At 021600H Compancy I, cnd tho Alpha Command
Group displaced from Hill 63 enrouto to 2nd Battalion, 1lst
-Marine Combat Basoc.,

(3) 4t 031615H Company I disploced from [Hill 63
to 2nd Battalion, 1lst Marinos Combat 3Baso.

(L) &4t OhlBlOH Company K chopned to 3rd Battalion,
Sth Harlnos.

(5) At 051200H 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines cssumed
o} ntrol of wresent TAOR,
%MD%B AH’ 3 YEAR INTERVALS: ENCLOSURE (@P

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEAGS. %
DOD DIR 520010 9 '
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o 6) At 181000H Co.D, 1st Bn, Sth Marines chopped to

3rd B, 5th Marines.

(7) 4t 190335H Alpha Commend Group, Co I and Co D
departca Combat Base for Operation BAXTER.

(8) At 210912H Company D chopped to parent Battalion,

(G) At 211530H Compeny I and tho Alpha Commend Group
displeaced to Condet Basgo. ,

Gox 4t 260935H Compeny C, 1lst Be tthllon, 5th Marines
chopped t:- 3rd Bettalion, S5th Marlnes.

(1&) Fron 270600H to 300700H Co G, lst Battalion, Sth
Merines,Co L and the Alpha Cormmend Group partvicipated in multi=-
Comjeny S&D Qporation in cooperetion with ARVN Porces, 4t
2809158 Comomny C was chopped to parent battclion, 4t 281230H
Co L displaccd to the Combat Base. At 301335H Co I chopped
to 1st Battalion, Sth Marinos.

e, A4rtillory Supnort

During the month of Octecber, the 2nd Beattalion, 1lth
Merines ‘woas& in support of the 5th Marincs with "P" Bottory
in direct support of 3rd Bettalion, 5th Mcrinos.

+Due to the change in TACR and the pacified nature
of the new TAOR, employment of ertillery hos takon a Aiff-
orent posture,. - Artlllory missions arc fired only when abso-..
lutoly. neccssa@y and only With tho diroval of tho Battallon
Commandor. : . e . e . -

: From 19 to 21 OCtObuP, curing- Oacrhtlon AXTER, one
artillcry mission was firud. ut111z1n~ hc smoke to roglgter
/.a night dofenaive Tiro. e ew . ST

Caongiderable time cnd effort hog: beer spoent coordinas-
ting the on ¢all night dofensive fires for the CAP units oand
othor alllod unlts w1th1n our ¢AOR.

T PR S S SU D

2t e Alr oupaort

(1) 2 During .Octobur this Bettalion: Cid. not. :rgooive .o,
fixed wing ”lr quJort 1n c>njunctloa w1th toctlcal oaorations.n,

SR -3 B HGllCOUtbr support 1ncluucu MOdEV”C oha! normal . ..
0uservat13n m1831ons., Hclico*tor quwart wcs tlnelyvand offoctlvc.

~

(3) Prosontly thore ‘drc throe aviator'ALO/PAG Officere
assignod to the Battalion., Thoro arc sufflclontly trained

enlistod porscancl. to provide 211l componics with ¢ithir

enlisted or, officor FAC Tocmse L L HM\‘ MQSSUF E@/
- DOWNGRADED AT‘3 YEAR INTEPVALS Sl TiT UENCLOSURE-EY
= PECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 Yiads: 1L S e

DOD DIR 520010 . . o — : T
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i

ge Commnications

(1) The £B/PRC=25 é¢ontinucd to porf rm mcro than .
edequatoly this past month,  Caro and ingenuity must be util-
ized in wot woathor to koop 2ll compcnents of tho redio and its
hendscet dry, This Commond utilized ponchos, bottery bags,
fighting hele CoOvers, and a vorious assortment of matorials
whon operating in tho ficld. ‘

(2) The tapc antenna uscd with the AN/PRC=25 should be
used as much as possiblo wvico the long whip antonna. Whon
- operating in donso brush thowhip entonna is capable of sottlng
off booby traps riggec¢ with elovated trip wires.

(3) Cormunicatisns Sccurity hos improvoed immenscly
through continuous indoctrinzation and training. Howevor, pro-
blems worc oncountered when tactical call signs worc changoed
through inadvortont reforence to old call sign.

(L) Lecturcs, demonstratisns, cnd training continued
to consume the majority of tho timo in crdor to bring the soc-
tion up to the high standards noccssary.

(5) Radio shots were set un utilizing geor that has
not been tactically omployed for many months to cnsure all
T/E Corrmunications oquipment is opercblc and functioning -
efflciontly.

~h; Logistics

oo (l)‘”Genordl,-'The overall lozistical status of the
battalion is suffsfgctory. Lccounts are in the process of
being rochqellcd and sh:rt“~cs uf oou1nmont are bolng requl--
51t10nod. o

(2) Su ol e Battalion Supyly startced its.movo‘from
Hill 63 oarly in Uctobgr, but cduo to tholeck of transporta~
tion the comploto move of all equipment was not accomplished
until 28 Octobor 1967, OClass I, II, IV, and V roquisitions

aro subnitted on o deily basis to FLC, with dJdaily runs.boing
made to piek up nccossary 1toms.v Tho nowly cstaoblished SERV -
MART ot NS& has ‘beon in operation for o short time. It stocks
nany offico suplies and consumable supplios that had boen
Qifflcult -to roceive at Hill 63., :

: (3) Motor Transvort. Twice during the month “f October
tho Motor Trcnsport Oificer roquostod: fr)m Division Motor Trans-
. port “thct eontact tocms be ‘sont to sur arco, ©On both occasions
the battalion ben@?ittnd‘trcmonaously from the holpful tips
end constructive ériticism cvncornlnb Wotor TransHort S
Malntonunce‘ﬁng Op orhtlans. o o

(4) Cunstructlon. “crlmotor bunkurs oro belng con-
structeu by thce attached 1st Enrlnocrs. ‘ ' ‘ ’ )

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR I\TT“‘PVALS o
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.  °
DOD DIR 5200.10 11
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0 date, threc (3) bunkers have been crected. Requests

" havo gonc to Division for tho below listod projects:

(1) 1Install greasc traps in Moss. Hall

{2) Repair drainage systom in Moss Hall

(3) Ropeir Battalion road systcm

(L) Survoy water drainege in Battalion ;rga

The attached lst Inginccrs constructod a t1n roof bullding

- Tor the POW Compound und complctod anothor for uhO Battalion

Policc uerroant.

i. Civic Action

‘ (1) MBDCLPS. - 1408 Viotneamcsc from ths local asrca wero
treoatcd ot the Battalion MEDCAP Station, In addition to thoso
Victnamese troated at tho Bottalion MEDCAP Station, 425 WOro
troated et "Mobilo MEDCAP" in tho villege of Hoa Chau, Thang
Troung and Thanh Quit 1, 4,800 sanitation and hoalth loaflcts
wero hend dolivorcd to tho MEDCAP pationts,

(2) Problems. Lack of MEDCAP supplics has proventod
o morc cxtensive MEDCAP program. Anothor problom cncountercd
was the absoncc of an arca foldor pertaining to thc local
govornment officials,

(3) PsyOps. PsyAler tozms cccompaniod £ll "Mobilo
MEDCAP"™ units, IE@O "Thoi Su™ newspapcers, 6000 Psy/Var loaf-
lots and 2000 health ond sonitation lecaPlots distributed at
two PsyOps programs hold in tho villagos of Thang Tround and
Hoo Phuoc, During theso two progrer JEZPSTER AUDIO VIBUAL
UNIT from the Zuuth PsyOps Co showod “total of 120 minutcs

of cartoons aond movics. The total attendanco was 3500 adults
and 2000 childron.

(L) Uorkeors. S-5 is in the proccss of hiring 9 Viet=- -
namese workors [or use within the Botteolion Arca.

(5) Closscs. 411 neow membors joining this Commond
during Octobor wero given an indocetrinaticn cleoss on Civil
Affeirs, Also, on 1l Octobor a Porsonal Response Contact
Toem hold lccturcs for £ll nombors of this Coimand,.

ENCLCSURE (1)
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" DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 15
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(6)
Officer and
problems with the District and Province

Affairs

(2) Chronology

Contects with Local

DECLASSIFIED

Officials, The Civil
the Civil Affeirs ul”le met and discussed
i flC lc,.].S Y

nf Events

2

12

17

21
27
30

ALS;
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERV.
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

October=
Cetobers
Dctoberé
Oct@ﬁer—

{ctohoer-

Octobers

Octolber=

Getober=~

Displecement from Hi1l #63 to 2nd Battalion -
1st Marines TAOR commenced,

Capt J.Ds NIUTIS a331vnou to Cﬂm)ﬂnf L as:
Commandln“ Officer,

Joined Mg jor R.Ce WISH for duty as Battzlion
Executive Ufficer, o

Capt L.W, FLRMER assig nca to H&S Com\any
for duty as C01mcann” Nfficor.

Operation 3LXTER commenced, L///
Operation BLXTELR Terminated,
Multi-Company Quoration cormenced,

Multi-Company Cuepotion torminateg.

ENCLOSURE (1)

13

DOD DIR 5200.10
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HEADQUARTWRS )
- 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
ls t Marine Division (Rein) PFMF
FPO San Franciseco, CHlifornia 96402
SR e
) o Llap 3/mEs/ew
- . e i R 3121 .
%ﬁﬁ? 4 2. i,i’ 1 November 1967

P

From: Commending Officer RGNV IR il RN
To: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines

Subj: Operational Summary of Cordon and Search Operation
conducted 27 through 30 October 1967

Ref: () Verbal Instructions receivad by my S-3 on 30 Oct 1967
Y (b) . 5th Marines 0P Plan 1=67
{(c) 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines Frag Order 23=-67 dtd
25 October 1967 e e

Enel: (1) Operations Overlay
(2) Intergration of Commando Platoon in Search
"(3) Organization of Object1Vp for Conduct of Search

1.6 Date of Operation & 27053OH QOctober 1967 to 300815H October
1967.

2. Task Organizdﬁidn. See Annex A‘to Reference (e).

/3. Supporting Forces

’ Artillery -~ Artillery was not ecmployed during the
operatlon or numerous reasons. FPrep fires delivered prior to
the attack would tond to alert the area and the element of
surprise lost. Artillery and mortaer fircs should be usecd
with descrotion in this erca duse to thc large number of non-~
combatants., Targets encountered do not normally warrant the
expenditure of artillery. Unexploded ordnance (duds) frequently
turns up in VC Booby Traps., ' : ‘ :

“be Air ~ Air was ussd very effectively in the form of aerial
observation and med-evac missions. Aerial observers should not
arrive on staotion until the Cordon Force is established and the
search begun. Early errival indicates to enemy forces that an

operation may be forthcoming. Med Evacs were cfficient and
timely, Fixed wing will seldom if ever be employed in these
operations due. to lack of sultable targets znd density of
population, r
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L. Intclligence - (Sce Annex B to reference £G)

a, Sumnsry of Significant Intelligence Activitics and
Collection

(1) In consort with the tactical mission in the objecw
tive arcas, the firat and most extensive combat intelligence
effort during the 27-28 October phasec of the operation was a
search for and identification of 2ll things enemy, '

(2) 1Incidental to the intclligence collection, over
20 individual interviecws of villagors in the objective area
produced additional snemy and terrain informestion, much of
which hes proven to be responsible, The most significant
information was separately reported to the S-2 Officer, 5th
Marlnes on 29 October 1967,

(3)- The loeal Viet Cong onemy, lmown (in most cases,
identified by name) to operate in the objective area plus- .
2,000 meters, continued his operational technique of mid-to=
1ong range sniping and light, short tcrm squad sizZe engage-
ments, Additionally, following this Battalion'!s tactical
entry into the same objective area 12 days prior to this
action, the enemy increased his deployment of booby traps,
all of which were wire triggered hand grenades.,

H““ S .-«;

- (hT” 'The volume of encmy wcapons undxeupportlng'eqpip—
‘ment found hidden in this rather small, 900 by 300 meters
- Homlet,: demonstrated the degreo of. activity,. o¢cupancy and
appareﬁt safety the 1oca1 Vict Cong engoyed in that arca.
- : ..-,,J

}und Matcrlal'“”“ -

zﬂ tured ‘Hlddcn EnomzﬁEgu;pmunt:

lelos/Carblnvs.ygTWO (hldden sepuratelyuln_falsc,wallej
Hand Grenades°» ‘ e 3 :

oot quonet, M“16

Blasting Caps.

(Type used for . :

23 <o OhiGom grenades.

; -and: many boobyh
ftraps) :

,«M~79 rou

.....

30 Cal rounds, ilﬁked° 2l
.50 Cal., rounds, llnked, 96l
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\‘

5.56 rounds, loose: 15

81lmm Mortar round; dud: One

fadio receiver, tubed, civilian sales type Vanguard
(made in Japan), without power supply: One :

Typewriter, Victnamese type face characters with large,
amount of_prosaganda documonts: One

Documents; local Viet Cong military and personsal
communications: 35

Uniforms, cremy type, mixed: §5

c. Additicnal information developed by intervicws/interro-
gations, conducted in the field, concerning captured equipment.

(1) The reported radio, documents and typewriter were
found in a single story brick and mason, three rocm, house .
which wos not occupied at the time of the search or at ony
time during the period 27-28 October.

(2) In a house approximately sixty meters distent from
the scarch house, Ba (Mrs) TRAN THI HUAK, cge 58, who claimed
to live alore . was interviewed in detail and stated in sub~
stance: that the subject house was the recl property of one
BA DAY who source seldom saw, JThat BA DAN returned to the
house four to five times a month for one or two days cach
pericd only, She returned unaccompanied bnd was not known to
v151t her neighbors,

(3). Source claims thet BA DAN statea'thdt”she‘fré—
quently visited her snn, who lS/WuS employed in Danang as &
stone mason. . . : P o ,

(h) The search houso dld not “ppour to have been o
occupied within the, p st flVC to ten dg ys.vA ORI

(5) Source a hOUSb was. also tho subject of - a detailed
seearch conducted nnder my dlrcct supcrvision, with negative
- results. e . :

‘ (6)";Thelfalsg'compartmentuwasqof,excellent,‘pnofessional
mason design, A part. of an exterior wall .that also: was..connec=,
ted to. the family bomb shelter, the false compartment had a .
single overhead enterance, so well concealed that it was not .
discovered until entry.into the -compartment had been obtalncd
by sound~tapp1ng and forceanble entry through the wall, o

While there was some Trecent mad on the items
found, 1t should be notcd thot no dust or other traces of
long pericd stowage. were noticed on either ltum.;n(SfZ'QQmentj‘
Recwntly plnced/replaced in compartment) A A . S
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- (7) The reported weapons, s;ngle hond grenade, camera,
‘?and addltlonal documents were found in a fal'se compartment
ingide ‘a well bullt brick end mason family bomb shelter which
was, 1n turn, intcrlur to -one of the thTCo roums 1n the house.
; (8) Thls hoqu showod some ‘minor ev1dence of recent
“occupancy o, p0531b1y childron playings™ It was not occupiéd
at the time of the secr:h nor at any time during the period
27~28 Octobor 1967 with the Lollow1ng CXCOPthP.

An ﬂddltlunal housc, of buttcr construction
quallty stands on the same ground, .ond the large kitchen was
frcquently used by som¢ of the neighbors,

(9) Intcrvicws,w1th_3GVural ne;ghbors_indiéated_the
followings p _;‘k, B S ' Ty oo :

, Thc hcuse i§ owncd bJ Ong (Mr) VGUYEN HUU-QUANG
who lives.in Danang with one of: two.sons., One son, nome NGUYEN-
HUU=DAI, attends high school (unk) in Danang. The clder son,
name NGUYEN-HUU—MINH 11ves in Hoi An und is studylng tu be
a halrdresser. Sl L _ :

»(10). Cng QUAI\IG is reportcd to return to thc house about
twice a month., Some local sources believe .Ong QUANG works for
the P8y Govgrnment -in Danang in a stone- cuttlng' r grav 1
hﬁullng job.‘,, : : '

o

(11) The 1nterV1uws wnd 1ntorrogatlons, from whlch;thas
information. duvoloped, w»rp Cﬂnuuctodhby U.eS, Man‘
rcgularly a331gnod 1

th@ Spuclal purpos, chtnamcse Tuams nd organlzations avail-
eble from the District deadquartcrs, ‘Quan Dien Ban, wcre dis-
cusscd by Sth M_rlncs, 3rd; Battalion, Sth,Marlncs~ To18

9“ ey
i B

(2) Follow1ng ‘sone excellont assistence and’ timely )
cooperation} by:.the. advisor: persennsl, five.Vietnamese.offigials
were: a531gpod to assist . this Commond in the phy81ca1 ground
sePrch and V1llsgur scruenlng phase. -

=r

20 7 A3) - Ong: Phem. Huu. De, Vil: 8ﬂlChi¢f&:0ng ﬁépyen NaL; v
policemon, . Ong. Ph: TON, pollcoman, 0ng*~e~ngc PHUNG, Village
e {0:- Vi gegChiof, repprted

153
PR o

L ' R - NTERVALS;

7 3 YEA
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to 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines on the afternocon of 26 October.

(L) These gentlemen were attached as guest officers
and given a deteiled briefing of both the operational and -
intelligence plans for the cperction, ineluding our intended
MEDCALP ond hopeful friendly rOlutlbnS building designs for
Tl'l&nh Q.ult 1l .

Deployed in the ficld on the morning of 27 Oct,
these officiels wore cleorly adviscd that it was cur desirc to
support them in their screening and scarch actions. This was
menifest by the battalion assipgnment of a rlflc squad, scout
team and twc Victnamese languoge uniformed interpreoters to the
cfficials for sceurity ond assistence.

(5) The total group was divided into two teoms. During
the examination of the first fow houscs, these officiels
addressed themselves to inspeeting thc artifacts and obvious
personal vealuables. TQEI;SIEQEI.&Q&EQllI_QGStP“Yud/broke
- the drawers, cabinct doors end fragiles for no possible cause.

(6) The Battolion Intelligence Officer directly
interceded and following o reinstructicn on the desired
character of the search, the understanding of which was
clearly acknowledged by the officicls, the two scarch tooms
continucd their screoning. Thorcaftcr, cach 20 tc 30 minutes
one of thc security squad members reported to the S-2 Officer

-a sepercte action of villager maltreatment snd approrristion
of personal property, not subject te martial confiscation.
The S~2 Officer and his assistants moved from one group to
another, correcting thiésc problems, until the eoffort beceame
unrecagonable and the search actions by the offlclals was
terminetced for the dey,

(7} It is noted thot during this time, tho two six
man sSceurity tceoms, in the course of cBeorting the officials,
independent of any assistance from the officials, found two
very professionally constructed hidden compartments, yielding
wecepons, a radic, a Victnamcse language typewriter, a camera
and & number of VC documents and other lesser items,

On thc seornd day of thoe scareh ond sercen action,
the maltrcatment, whilo rcouc\d in frequency, continued to :
cecur,

. Those officials, on the cther hand, c:nducted
themselves exceptiomally well with the Marines w1th whom they
worked except fur their c¢.nduct toward other Victnamese which
the Murlnes could neitheor understend ncr approve.
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The character of this OrgniZatiun's mission in
tals TAOR, end the cl.ar and present need to develop honest
rapport W1th the pekple uf this arca, meckes future employment

5. Mismion ~ Tc establish cordon’ of objecetive arca and ccnduct

a thorough, deliberate and dJdetailed scarch to kill, eapture
and destroy enemy forces and equipment and conduct an exten=
xive "Hole Hunting™ Opcraticn to uncover enemy cache 31tys,
tunnels end logistical 1nsta11ﬂtlons.

6. Concept of Operetions. (See onclosuré (1) Opcraticns
0 vc.rlay)

a. 4Lt 270600H, Componics € and L(-) moved overland snd
estarlished o cordon west and ncerth of the objeetive area to
be in pnositicn by 270730H. One Battalicn of the ARVN Ranger
TF moved overlcnd from Dien Ban wnd established cordon in
scuthern portdom: of objective urca to be in position by
~270730H with the other battalion moving dircctly to the

LOD., One platoon of Ccmpany L with the Commuond Group in
troce departed 270615H asnd moved overlond, linked up with
ARVN Commendo Platoon at 032642 and procsouvd to LOD. At
270735H, the ARVN Ranger Battalion ccmmenced the zttack in
the southern Z0A and one platoon of Company L end the lst
Commendo Platoon eocmmenced the attack in the Korthern Z0A.

7. Lesscns Learned

a. Iltem - Ccordination with ARVN Forces.

(1) Discussion ~ The coordination must be detailed,
complete and sXxactly understood if any cffeetive tactical
coordination in the cordon and search operaticn is to be
achieved. The arrangement of neither the Marince Commander
" nor the ARVE Commandeyr having opoerational controel results
in extremly difficult fire couordination, mokes pcsitioning
of forces and rapid reacticn cumbersome cnd is generally
ineffcective. Howsver ths 4LRVN Gommando Platoon worked
~extremeoly well with the Marine units conducting the search
and wore found to be very adept in suurchlng.prof0351cngl in
their attitudo ond very cocperative.

(2) Rocommencaticns. ‘That Marine forcos be employed
c¢xclusively as the cordon forcc tc make possilble positive
centrol and coordinction csscontial for this type operation.
It is also rccoumended that the LRVN CGommandos te employed when
possitle to @ssist in the search., Marines con learn g ;
deal sbout scarch tcchniquo by working €losT this unik,
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