
 DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Im:JJ) QUli.2:T 1ms' 
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From.: Connnanding Officer 
To: CO:;Jl11anding General, 1st Marine Div (Rein) 
Via: Co'~,1111anding Officer, 5th Marines 

3/PTIS/dab 
5750 
1 Nov 1967 

Subj: COl',1!nand Chronology f'or period OlOJJlH Oot 67 to 31240CH 
Oct 67. 

Ref: (a) 1'-100 5750.2A 
(b) F1'lF PacO 575:J.8 
~c) DivO S750.2B 

Ene 1 : \/'(1) COYilmnnd Chronol0g,y Report 
"'rf.., ~~ - o~~~w~~"\~~A.t:~~.,£[ : (tjYrJ . 

l~, In [<ccordonce with t!le provisions of references (a); (b) 
and (c) I the Command Chronology I'or the lilonth of Odtober with 
enclosure (1) is hereby submitted. 
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HEJmQUi~RTERS 

3rd Battalion, 5~h Marines 
1st Mr.-rine Division (Rein) FIvIF' 

FPO San Fr-encisco, Gali£or-nin 96602 

COMMf .. ND, CHROHJLOGY 
OlOOOlH Oct 67 to )124CGH Oct 67 

Pl..RT, I 
PJillr II 
PAIT III 

nmEX 

- Organizatf'onal l)ntn 
- ttcr-,I'ot:i:lte Data 
:0-' Seql,tentlo.1 Listings of Significant 

Events 
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Pf..RT I 
ORGA.NIZ..' ... TIOlifl..L DLTA 

• 
PERIOD COVEPtED 

3rd Battalion" 5th Harines LtCol.v·r .Ie. ROCKEY 7· ~ept 67 

SUBORDIN~TE UNITS 

H&S Company 

Company I 

Company K 

Compo.ny L 

Company 11 

Executive Officer 

8-1 Adjutnnt 

8-2 

3-3 

3-4 

Capt R.J. Ml:..RNELL 
Capt L. V!. FI .. R1'IER 

Capt J.A. SPEICHER 

Capt J .R. TENNK'{ 

lstLt R.E. r-1ULLBR -
Capt J.D. :t-.JI:;·TIS 

Capt J.D. I'WRRAY 

STAFF OFFICERS 

Haj B.R. CUlVlllINS 
liaj R.C 0 tvISE 

lstLt D .R. DUNAGiJl;f 

Naj P.E. SHiM 

lstLt 1lJ .1;[. KING 

30Sept-160ct67 
Since 170ct67 

3OSept67 

25rJIay67 

.5Sept67-50ct67 
Since 6 Oct67 

lAug67 

22Apr-110ct67 
Since 120ct67 

_ s-.5 lstLt G.E. C1:JSLE'f 

BAug67 

2Ju167 

5Aug67 

19T1ay67 

8Aug67 

AVEF.1 .. GE i'LUTHT ... Y STHENGTH 

USMC 

OFF 

38 

ENL 

1007 
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ThcI'C cu::r:rontl~'" GXiclta in tho ComY;lund the neod fora Captain, 
0402. i .. t presont the billet is be ing f'illed by a Lieutenant, 
0302. first Ser'go~mts are currently n-ssigned to eelch COL,lpnny. 

At plOS(.-mt, all Compr.nibs in the Duttc.lion 0.1'0 cOiJIt;1l]]!).dcd 
by Captains. Officer strcmgth and onlisted strength is at 
0. minimum for oport,ti·.::mal commi tmGnts. 

Tho Battulion Intolligence colloction and processing 
activitics during October :incltl.dod the development Dnd 
distribution of five intelligence O~ti:l1t,tC8 nnd sUIll1llarics l 
four to:rr[1,in [:.nd comnaunicc.t.ion t.raffico.bility studies and 
ning othel" in.foni'1ution public["tions for ,operctting compc.ni'es. 
IntelligoLce reporting embraced tho roraB0i~g and at least- two 
Battf',lion/Com:;;x.',ny starf briefings pCI' c1c;:y. 

Enemy nctivities WOI'O cont1nad .to., two platoon delillon&tra~·­
tion/probing o.sso.ults in the southern qua.dront of the Tj~OR, 
locnl &nipinB (lnd scattered wire lnying. 

The Bc.tto.lion hns ¢ot~loted Operation. :wJtTER, 19 Oct67 
to 21 Octo7 ond 0. m:J.lt1...c-ompru:l'Y Opot'Cttion in coopo~cti<)n 1-71 th 
I:..RVN t'or-cos, 27 Oct67 to 30 Oct-67. Thol'ch::tS been intensive 
petrolling Hi thin tho Rocket Bolt. 

At th.o prosent timEl thoron.ro no mc:jor cO:;1:1Unicctions 
p1'oblolllS. 
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PAnT III 

SEQIJENTH:..!. LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICAHT EVEl~TS 

1. Topic~ 

(a) Personnel ~d Administrution 

(1) Tho Battalion began the month of Ootob8r with 
un on rolls str-ongth of 38 Mc.:rino O:rficors, 1104 lio.rino En ... 
1istod3 3 Navy Officers and 56 N~vy Enlisted. Our current on 
roll strongth is 38 l'1'urine Officor8, 1007 Ua.r-ino Enlisted; 
3 Navy Officors end 55 Nn~y Enlistod. . 

(2) F·::mr 11c:.rL'lo 01'i'icor8 nrc TAD loaving nn 6££OC"" 
tivo stro':Jgth OI' 38 Harino Officors. Thoro arc £'o.lso 28 Harino 
Enlistod not churGcnblo mld 93 Xfurine En1istod nOh-offectivo. 
Tho current effectivo strongth of tho Battalion is 34 llfurim 
Officers and 886 M~rino Enlistod. 

(3) Throe I1nrino Orricors (l.nd 9$ I1arlno Enlisted 
arc s'cboduled for rotation during UovoIllbor 1967 t',s shown 
bolo,"r. 

MOS RAy'[ - -
0302 Capta.L."'l 
7552 .Cnpto.in 
03 
01 
25 
2111 
2031 
3042 
3371 
3531 
4131 
7051 

<4) Criticc.l 1I0S Shortagos 

HOS rrr ... OR - - -
0130 2 1 

OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR,., IN;:rn~At9t 
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2 
1 

69 
7 
7 
2 
1 
1 
1 
4-
2 
1 
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M·)S NL OIr SHC·HT1.GE 

0402 
2311 
2811 
2815 
2867 

1 
1. 
1 
2 
1 

b. Intollif,n~ 

0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

1 Co.ptain 
1 Corporal 
1 Cornora.l 
1 Corpornl 
1 Sto..ff Sergoc.nt 

(1) Porsonnel. During the month of Octobdl' the 
Battali~n Intelligonco/Scout Section lost a Cpl 0311, Chief 
Scout, ':)11 nor-mo.l rotation nnd a Sst 0311, Intolligence Assist­
nnt, for Cll.P Trnining and subsoquent duty thel"Oltdth. 

(e) 3-2 o.ttc.cbmcnts 9 including IvI? IS IT TeOll1, ITT 
Teem, SCGut Dog TOlli~, Scout Sni?or Toams, toto.l 1 offic0r, 
16 Enlisted o..nc1 2 dogs., 

(2) Intelligence Collection. The disp1o.cemont from 
Hill 63 to the prosont C ol11bc.t Base dllrinc tho first ltTeok of 
October required a mnxitJUIll infoI'IllGtion c0l1ection effo.rt to 
develop torrain, enemy c..ctivi ties, OQ::J and trnfficnbiltiy 
within the nOH TA)j.1. 

,(0.) Three d.o.ys following this displac0Mont, 
tho 3-2 Section published an initiel intolliGonce study on 
the T140R. lH thin three v.1oeks, sufficient information hc.s been 
collectec ~Q publish tho fo~lowinB: . 

Thl"ee seperLte Intollic:onoe Estim;:~ tes for Batta.lion 
size Oporations. ' 

TW'J sep:::~rc.te Int&11 igence Studies for Compnn.:y-
sizo Operations. ' 

Two terr['cin ,,~tudios w/we,ter end trc.ffic(',bi11ty 
overlays. 

Ono BriclGEl and Ronu E.t'udy with Overlay. 

Six trc.ining/guiu[mce'momorDndmTID to Companies on 
collocting/processing infor-mntion. 

Four dotnilod Blacklists, by Oparc.tLmnl area. 

One Hhite List of' 0.11 l!:n:J'tVl'l US auG. allied Oi'i'icors/ 
of'ficinls hnvinG direct responsibiliti~s on nctivities within 
the Battalion TAGR. 
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(J) IntelliF;once Roportinp: 

• 
( u) (Sao' also parD. l.b. (?r'ilbove) 

...... .Jj-

'. I ~ ... 

(b) Submitted three>: ... tntelli~::once reports 01' 
interviews/interrogfttions con~uct;ed in the fio~d. Repor·ts 
include rocont enomy cctivi ties, locc,}ii':Jn of /osi tions 
and nnmes of infrastructure personnel. 

(c) Battalion 3-2 Oti'icer and Chief conducted 
not less thun one Bnttulion Com,mnnder and .Stnff intelligence 
briefinG, one individual Compnny end two speci2.1 briefinss 
e,oh day. 

(4) Enemy Activity 

(u) Synopsis 

Disposed in the TAlm, the lOOf"-l, semifixod 
Viet Comg hr.vo 150 to leO men and ii'Jll1en uncler arms. Those 
locrtl gu8rr'illc~s hnve been f0uncJ. to be org[tnizG(~ into 
cells of from 3-7 members for the cC'ndu'ct of :most activities • 

. During themorttli of October~ .:the 16~~1 Viut Gong h['.ve 
ccnfin:Jd themselvos tc sniping und scc.tte:red mining. There 
is some Qvic"Lence· thnt grcuys. 'Jf' 1$: to 20 Viet Cong have 
engaged ;r IGEJ.: Cne(1'ormel'lyTiger Seven) and TIGl~R T1JtJ..; (formerly 
Tiger Six) .. 

Viot Ccmg Hain Force (VCMF) and Company sized or 
smaller olements of NVj~ i'ornw.t ions n.re lc-lo'Wn to have tc:.ctically 
moved in the Southorn quC:.c.lrc.nt of'Jur TAJR, in East-vJest 
movements. 

e Somo ovidence thot;\ n too.r.1 of NVi." snipers are ~"rorking in 
this TACH, .. ras manifost in seven 0.1 oxo.mples oi' enemy, ,long· 
range, single shot tarGetinG·oi' }iayines ana allied troop.s. 

The loc['~l Viet Cong in this TA0H, while trying to main­
tain represontation in the majority of the hamlets, tend to 
fnvor those -locutiorls reaso~lo.bly nec.r 0. suri'ace/wo.ter 
co~uunic~tion route. 

The risk of having an acti vc; guerrilla in this Til.OR, 
wi~h the possible exception o~ the Southorn qunnQrant, ho.s 
increasod in tho :)ast two yecrs. As e. result, the C';)mbo.t 
off:;ctivenoss and determination of tho remaining Viet CGns 
guer·rill(l.s experienced during Octo~)or' is res~onsibly rntod e.s 
good to excellent. 
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~~:. . . "'t Ceng engn~0d by 3rd battalion, 5th Mnrines 
hus been offectively without coherent I'oinfr.n."'cement ability, 
He has not engfJ.::>.cl fricmc11y forCes on n scnle larger- thcm 
squad size. 

(5) Vi:jtnnmeSf.1 Attc.chments. The Battalion has two 
excellant Vietnrune~ie SS[c;t interpreters \·rho are continously. 
e'clployod in sUP:Jort of CO'1lDat Opera ti'E1S. !.Jne interpreter 
~he..l"ged to '(;h6 I',)les of tI1e 8-2 Socti()n~ is ncti vly enge.ged 
~vith s-5 and l'lEDQi;.P progra:ns. . 

(6) Iei t Cr..rsons. 3rd Batt8.1ion, 5th l'1arines has five 
excellent, combnt proven Kit Carsons who have bOjLln with this 
organizD.tioll. since they orginally Chieu Hoi t oel. It is noted ' 
that those 1:1 t C arsons arc the product of \iN'enty-two Chieu 
Hoi tX'nineos screoned in. the pc-st six months~ . 

(7) Enemy L~IMbJfo Th~ enomy suffer'od th,e following 
cnsun1ties as 0. resuh~ of the 3rcl Dntta1ion. actions this month. 

K.IA (c) 3 
KIA (p) 2.' 
'IITIA (c) 2 
WI! .. (p) 1 

DETAINEES 21 (only 3 classified as civil 
defendants. 
released ns 

All others were intorvit,r.;-od for- iYlfonnation an<.1 
inn·')oont civiliuns). 

(0) Weather 

. (c;) Belin. During thG month 0f)ctober, 
'. appr'oximately 10.5'""TriChos of rc..in fell in the Tj~(IR, unc1 tl:lis 

a C;ltmost e:hc~usivhe1Yt tdUrin3 the L( .. to 0 10 ()ctobo,rf1inte::ropted 
W s orm..!.' :LS S c;r - er·r;l c')ncentn.:tJ.on cc..USGC. oodl.ng of 

rico pa.d\.::ies to a fr'oqusut heisht')f 5 to 5!z feet. The 
surf'nce cO!i1mmicntionsJn Nntionr'.l HipbHQy ()no, botHoen 
Sone Cnu LrLu, in tho Southl ane:. tho Sou>ch Dann.IlG bridges 
were impQssible in six ,known locnti(ms. 

(b) Tel11porn.ture. Averr·c};; IIiC;h: OS defrees 
69 d.oerees 

(c) Licht. 

Avorc.r::;e Low: 

Aver'e..i;e Sunrise: 
l~ver€te;e Sunsot: 

0637 
1020 

(<.1) Hinds. Exclusive of tho '¥Tinc.:s genernted 
by n storm on 8 Oc "ober (6-9 Oct.), tb.e v.rinds nverace 7 knots. 

OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
- DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD DIH 5200.10 
7 

DECLASSIFIED 

~.-.-. ---..... 

-., .. -------
- . :.. :;;.~--..:.-;;. ~- . "'--.-



DECLASSIFIED 

e· 

It wns notod tho.:t whon tho rice pad.dies worG floot!.ed tho Unit 
londor of night nctivitios roported tlw.t -cllO noiso or the;) 't>lind 
across tho flooded pncLdies lITC,S so loud and of vc.rying audio 
frequencies that it lv-rcS extremely hard for ono Harine. to honr 
a.nothor n0t more distc,nt than rivo motors. 

(9) Torr~in. Tho TAOR is flnt and without n single 
contour lino. Consisting lr~rgely of rico pnddios, tho only 
ground. features of military consoquences nro tho hamlets and 

. sub-hnmlots, e['~ch TilTi th very thick bamboo treel ines and tho 
princiFul T'i vel's.. (Soe 1I:i'1S Serics L70l4" shoet 6640 I) 

(c.) This Bn.ttnlion has cor.rJ.ri1encod sovoro.l 
special purpose terro.in/trn.fficnbilitystudios of the wholo 
TAOH. Major sections of theso st1..~clio3 Ql~O COIilplote and should 
provo to bu of vcluo durinG 0.11 sonsons. 

(10) Itomized Account of 1."1;lon1 Equipmont (h.EUl'"od or 
. Destroyod 

Q. Training 

nif1os/Carbinos: Two (hiddon sepol·c.telY 
in fnlse l .. nlls)' 

H~d Gr0nudos: U.S. Typo: Four 

Bayonet I 111 ... 16 
Blnsting Caps: 

undo gr0n<.uos 
H-79 round: 1 

Hcmc1m:c..c1o: 32 . (savon inert) 
1- _.: ~, 

78 (Type used for homo 
anu illany booby traps) 

030 Cal rounds, 10030: 92 
.30 CuI rounus, linkod: 24 
.50 Cal r')unc'.s, linkod: 96 
C-3 tJPO ex}?losivo PQwdor: 10 pounds (plus) 

in oponoG. ond con 
5.56 r:>unds, 10;)80: 15 
81 T:1l1l IIlol,tr'.Y' r:JUn(:l; c..u(~: 1 _ 
Rudio recoiver, tubo~1 civilian sn168 
Van~unrQ (ma~o in Japan without powor 
suP?ly: 1 

DoOu.l7l0nt8; local Viut Cong l"llilitury a.nel 
porsona1 communications: 35 

Uniforms, enen!"! t;y-po, mixed: 5 

(1) Tho time spont in formal cluss instruction this 
month has il1crGc.sGl~. Tho omphc.sis WQS plnced on subject 
arons H'hich arc of vi tnl impol'tuncl.) to tho' in(Llvidunl :-~ino 
Dnd to tho 81";1..'111 unit in combc.t opol"ntions. 
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Thoso classGs includ.Jd minos nnd baobytn1lJS, riW.rksl11nnship I 
fire control~ patrolling, [nubushes nnd prop0+ sec.rch techniquo. 

(2) Tho S-3 has conducted tvlO inc.octrinntion 
Schools. Clnssos on FO and FAC procodu!'o, and cnro I c1oaning,· 
maintoncnco Qne:. sc.f'oty of tho M .. 16Al niflo nro. included in 
tho school syll~bus. 

(3 ) All units Fam. Firod thoir individual wet-pons 
at lonst twice this month. All crow sorved weapons ho.v0 
been fire,:, with thooxcoption of l06mm Rocoiless Rifle s. 

(4) Porsonnel attendod the followine schry>ls 

(a) Okinc.wa. 

Vietnnmese Lnnguq;e School 7 
Jumno Tech School 4 
Military .Justice ::>c11<J01' 1 
Embarkation 2 

(b) Da Neng 

Cnp School 
Land l'1ino ~Iclrfare 
Ernbark.ation School 
Personnl Responso 
Psy-Ho.rfc.re 

(c) Jc.pnn 

Registor'od Pubs School 
... .- ...... 

d. Operations 

3 
22 

6 
2 
1 

1 

(1) From Ol0730H Compony I, COiilj,lany L and the Alpha 
C0I11luo.nd Group po.:rticipatod in n rnulti-Conpnny Operation in 
tho Quo Son V c.lley 0 At Ol1820H C ompo.ny I o.nd the Alpha 
Comr:mnd Group roturnod to Hill fil. . 

(2) .il..t 02l600H Companay I, nnd tho Alpha. COml'rlnnd 
Group displacod from Hill 63 onrouto to and Battalion, 1st 
Murine Combat Bnso. 

()) l .. t 03l615H Compnny I disl?lc.coC!. i'r"om Hill 63 
to 2nd Bo.tto.lion" 1st l1arinos Combat Bmw. 

(4)· lit 041310H Compnny K chop')od to 3rd Bntto.lion, 
5th lJlo.rinos. 

(5) At 051200H 3rd Battnlion, 
o~~D~QntIol of ~rosont TAOn~ 

. '.I!:D 1fT 3 YEAR IN'ITRV~ . 
PECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEAhS. 
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: ., . .{6 J At 181000H Co, D, 1st Bn, 5th Marines chopped to 

3~d B~, 5th Marines. 
en At 190335H Alphn Connnend Group, Co I and. Co D 

dopnrtcc1 Combat TInse :for Oporc.tion B1JrTER. 

(8) At 2109l2H COr.1j)D.ny D 'ChOPP0d t,,) pox-ont Batt!'.lion. 

(9) At 211530H C'Jmpc.ny I c-1J.d tho Alpha COntll12.nU Group 
displcncoe to CO~Jc.t B080. 

(lQ) ;At 260935H Company C, 1st Battalion, 5th M..'l.I'inos 
choppod t: ,3:ird Battarion. 5th IvIarines. 

(11) From 270600H to 300700H Co G lIst Bnttnlion, 5th 
l1r.:rines~ Co L e.no. the l~lpha. COr:L'11c.nd Group participa.ted in multio:'" 
Co~nnyS&D OpoI'ntion in coopor~ti~n with iUlVN Forces. At 
280915H C011rptmy C was choppod to po.rent batte-lion. At 281230I-I 
Co L displacod to tho Combct Base. At 301335H Co I chopped 
to 1st Bc:.ttalLm, 5th Marinos. 

o. Artillory Support 

During tho l"l1onth of Octobor, tho 2nd Dc:.tt001ion, 11th 
Marinos 'was in SUP~)oY-t of tho 5th Huy-inos ,<Jith "F" Bc.ttory 
in cUr-oct support of 3r-d Bcttc.li l)n, 5th lkrinos. 

" " ' ... Duo to tho change in TAOR o.nd tho pacifiod nature 
of 'the nowTAOR" ollr.;;')loyraont of £o.l:tillory ho.s takon [\. diff ... 
oront posturo •. , i1r,tillorY',missi rDns 0r.o fir-ocl"cm+y .uhcn p.b.so~'" 
lut:oly. nedossn~y ,nnLl,orily with tho r.l;:)rovnl or tho' Bnt'talfori 
C01W1D.ndor;, , " , .' 

,,,' . 
. ', •. j .... :~Fr-om '19:t6 '21;) Octob(j'r,'C:urihe; (j'iJorn.tion DUTER, ono 

nrtillory mi,ssion 1I'1(,.S fir:.Jl1. utilizing HC smoke to regist~r 'e n night defensivQ ,fiFe.' ' .. ',', ,': '. ~ .. ' ,,' .. ';. ~ ~<.: 

C'J,ns:idor-,nblotimo end offort 110.3': boen s.1"lont cQQrdino.-·': 
ti:rlK.tho·c;n·C'c..ll,nir,ht.t10fo}:lsivo fires f'Jr tho CAP units end 
othor alliod units within our ThOR. 

ell) "' During ~Optobt:Jr .this 3~tta.lion; <.::.i;<1. ,not ,·r9c~,ivp .:' "'1 

fiXG(l ,win,~O:ir sup~;6rtln:"conjun:ct10l1.with ·;tD:cticnl 'qporritlo'nsi~ ~. 
,.".- .~ '_"" •• ' ..i..~ ". ".~ •• '~ • -'" ••• t, "'~,' . " .... , •. ,~",_,. • 

.... ,.,;~ ':{2} ,.'., I:folj;contorsU,jport-<i·n~:ltiG.od:M6dE'v'nc:ctrd~ riO'!'I1la:f _" 
", ". _ ' '._ .J;: • "_. J.:~ _ ,.,~. . ')_ .~ ... " " . _. . _'. , ") ", 

ob~cx;vat,~'~n.missions.·., __ }Ielico~)tor si.iljp;Jrt,w;c~~, t'imcly:- 0nd:of.fcctivo. 
-... ,.....' , ~: ~ .:} .. ' -- - . ' 

'" (3)-' Prosontty' thOroc'nro thr00 &rintolP UO/F'AC O.f1'1eers. 
c.ssignoQ to tho Bc.ttr.lion. Thoro urc sufficiontly trD.inod 

:~ii:~:~ ~;~~!~~1~~~ t'~~~6.,r,~~;: • ,~'11 co~pc,n~c S~.~iith .. Ci ~h~r:;r~W-? ~-~-~@-~~-:~-a-~-$-U-W-~-lE-[D)-
:OOWNGRADElJ AT 4 3 YEAR tNflfNALg:' '. •... ," "ENCL6sT'Tff~' "ft+.----_..J 
1'-' »iCl:.ASSIFIED.'AFTER 12t~'ArlS;"~' . '.i. •. ..~ 
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g.... COl1nnunicntions 

(1) irho kN/PRC-25 continued to :')0rf~'I'!il l1'..oro than 
c.doquatoly this po.stmonth. Cc.ro and ingenuity must bo util-. 
iz.ed j.n wot wea.thoI' to koep nll compononts of tho rc.uio and its 
hundset dry. This Commo.nd util:Lzod ponchos, bEttory bags, 
fighting holo covors, nne. 0. vi:'"riou8 assortment of ma.toria1s 
when operQting in the field. 

(2) Tho tape antenna. used with tho AN/PRC-25 should bo 
usod as much as p0ssiblo vico tho 1:.mg whl:) nntonnc.. \1hon 
opol"ctin(5 in donso brush thowb1pEllltoonuis capablo of sotting 
off booby traps riGgod with elevated trip wires~ 

(3) Communicati;)ns Security h0.8 improved. 1111;(:10n801y 
through continuous inuoctrination nne: trc.ining. Howevor, pro­
b10ms were encountered. \-Jhon to.cticnl call signs wore changod. 
through inadvortont reforonce to old call sign. 

(4) Locturc::s, clomonstrcti-:ms" end training continued 
to conSur.10 tho mujority of tho timo in ordor to brine; tho soc­
tion up to tho high standards necessary. 

(5) Ra.elio shots woro sot u:) utilizing gear tha.t ho.s 
not boon tactically employoel for many months to onsuro 0.11 
TIE CotnnlUnications oquipment is o,orc.blo cmd functioning.,' 
efficiont1y. 

'h. Logistics 

(1) Gonortll.' , Tho ovornll losistical stntus of the 
battalion is sr,tlS,i'c.qtqry. jJ..ccounts c.ro inthf,:l. procoss of 
being roc'ona;iloc1 rind 'shjz;tccC;os 'fJfoquiPf:10l1tiur:o: bQing requi,-
sitioI?od. . ',,' . . , . 

. (2), Supply. Battalion Sup:;ly startud its movo' from 
Hil16.3 oarly in Octeber I but cuo· to tho' 'lc.ck c'i' trc.nsporto.. ... 
tion tho comploto move ;'o'"f· all. ·~.qll:tp~nt was' n.ot ac,c:amplish&d' 
until 28 ,Oc.toqor 1967. Clnss I~ II, IV, nne V roquil:!~ti(ms 
aro subl'uttod on C'. ,dc.ilybc.sisto FLC, with dc.ilyruns,boiris 
mo.de to pick up necoss'o.ry i tOnlB. Tho nO'l-11y ostnblished SERV­
MART c.t :NSA hosboon 'in 0pONtt'j,.:infor t. short time. Itst:;cks 
mnny o1'1'1co . sup)l:fos vnc1consumnblo supplios that hud boon 
i:liff'icult ,to recoivo at Hill .63 •. . . ~ 

" , (.3) 'Motor Trnns;2orto Twice G.uring the month ·:)f Octobo!" 
tJ::lo lVIotor Trnnsport Officor roquostoc.. fr')lll Division Hotor Trans­
port·thr,t e·)nto.cttoc,ms be: sont to our ax'oa.On both occc.sions 
tho bc.ttulion b Guftitt.d tromqnc:tously f'r'Jm t~o holpfultips 
end. c')1'lstructivo' criticism c.:;ncornini:; Motor Trcnsport ". 
ria.int onc.nc 0 one.:. Oj~ 0 rat i ')ns . ' . . 

(4). Cf.:mstruction. Perimotor bpnkors 
stI'Uctod 'by tho c.ttc.chod J.'st Engi:t:loors., , 

,: 'DoWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR 'J~Tri:FVALSj\ .. 
. . DECLASSIFIED AFTt-It 12 '{[Ai,S, . .. 
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ate, three (3) burUrers have been erected. Requosts 

~ havo gono to Division for the below listed projects! 

(1) Install grease traps in I"ioss,'Eall 

. (2) Repair drainage ~ystem in Ness Hall 

(3) Repair Battalion road eystem 

(4) Survoy vrater druinc.r;e in Battalion Areo. 

The attached 1st Engineers constructed a tin roof building 
for the POU Compound end complotod (mothor for the Br,ttnlion 
Polico SorGoant. 

i. Civic Action 

(1) T1EDCf.PS. 1408 Vietnamese from tho 1000.1 aroa. were 
troa.tod c.t the Bc .. tto.lion l{EDCAP Sta.tion. In a.ddition tothoso 
Viotnamose tr'oatod ect tho Bc.ttnlion UEDCAP Stntion,42,5 wore 
troatod at iI!Jlobilo r1EDCAplt in tho villaGe of Hoa Chuu" Thune 
Trouns and Thru1h Quit 1. 4,800 sanitation and health leaflets 
wore hand delivered to tho MEDCAP putients. 

(2) Probloms.. Lack of l1EDCAP supplies has prevented 
u more extensive HEDCA? program. Another problom oncountered 
was tho absence of uri area folder pertaininG to tho local 
govornment offici.als. 

(3) Ps¥O~S. Psy/tvcr:; t.:;c.ms accorap::miod nIl ttHobi10 
HEDCApl1; units. 1 00 "Tho i Su tI newspapers, 6000 "Psy /Ill o.r 100.f­
lots c~d 2000 health nnd sanitntion learlots distributednt 
two Pay-Ops progrCJ"ilEl hold in tho villa.ges of 'Thong Tround a.nd 
Hoa. Phuoc. DurinG thoso two progrcms Co JE:8PSTER AUDIO VIatJAL 
UNIT from the 2L!1+th Psy-Ope Co ShOliTOd 0. total of 120 minutos 
of cllrtoons ond movios. Tho totnl a.ttondcmco wo.s 3500 a.dults 
nnd 2000 cbdldron. 

(4) 1forlwrs. 3-5 is in tho procoss of hiring 9 Viot­
nmnoso workuI's f,_)r usc 1dthin the Buttalien Area.. 

(5) Clusses, 1 .. 11 no"ti mOl1lbol's joining this Comrnc.nd 
during Octobor Huro Givon [tn indoctrii:lo.tion clc.ss on Civil 
A.ffe.irs. Also, on 14 Oct0bor 0. Porsonnl Response Contnct 
TOClil hold locturos .for ['"11 l"ilombc..:rs of this COlTIl:rrnnd. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAH INTERVALS; 
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(.6) Cont8.cts \'iith Local Officials. Tho Civil 
Affairs Officer and the Civil Affcirs Chief met and discussed 
problems with tho District nne). ProvincD ij:!':'fic io.18. 

(2) Clu'onoloGY ;Jf Events 

2 October .. Dis:;lc_coment frr)Dl Hill #63 to 2nd Battalion 
1st HaT-ines Tl..OR cOlli.rnonced. 

6 October- Copt J .D .. NI~)T IS assiened tr.) Compnn3r L as 
Com.manding Officer. 

12 October- Joined H[dClr R.C. 1nSE for duty ns B8tt:.lion 
Executive Jff1c0r. 

17 Octobor- Capt L.v!. FIJlJrnR assignod to H&S Com~)any 
for' duty us COrt1rrl['_nc.j.n,::~ {)ffic8r .• 

Hi DctohoI'- Operation :3LXT:i-:m corwnencocl. ./ 

21 October- Operation DLXTETI Tor:ilinc,ted. 

27 Octouer- Multi-Company Qpopntion commenced. 

30 October- Multi-Compeny 'l~ .. tltt..m tCl:ft.'liuute;. 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 
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COPIES 

1 November 1967 

From: 
To: 

Subj: Operational Summary of Cordon and Search Operation 
conducted 27 through 30 October 1967 

Ref: (a) 
(b)' 
(c) 

Verbal Instructions received by my 8-3 on 30 Oct 1967 
5th Marines OP Plan 1-61 
3r'd Battalion, 5th Marines Frag Order 23-67 dtd 
25 October 1967 

En91: (1) 
(2 ) 

. (3) 

dperations Overlay 
Intergrat10n or Commando. Platoon in Search 
Organization of Objective for Conduct of Search 

1. Iiate of Operation ~ 270530H October 1967 'to 300815H October 
1961: 

2. Task Organization. See Annex Ato Heference (0). 
/' 
1'3 .. Supporting Forces 

a. Artillery - Artillery wusnot employed during the 
operation for numerous reasons. Prep fires delivered prior to 
the attack would tond "/:;0 alert tho area and the' clement or 
surprise lost. Artillery and mort~r fires should be used 
with doscrotion in this crou duo to tho 1 [trgc" number of non­
combatants. Targets encountered do not normally warrant' the 
expenditure of artillery. Unexplr.ded ordnD!lce (duds) frequently 
turns up in VC Booby Traps. 

b. llll: - Air was ussd very effectively in the form of aerial 
observation ond med-evnc/missions. Aerial observers should not 
arrive on station until the Cordon Force is established and thG 
searoh begun. Early e.rrival indicates to en~my forces that an 
opera.tion may be forthcoming. Med Evacs were efficient and 
timely. Fixed wing will seldom if ever be employed in ,these 
opero.ti?ns due. to lack of suitable tnrgets~<!".Q.0.J:'.tsJ_ty /of .. ,"_ 
populntl.on. '. I I . 
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4. Intelligence - (Soe Annex B to rei~rence ,eo 
0., Summary of Significant Intelligonce Activities nnd 

Collection 

(1) In consort wJ..th the tuctical mission in the objec ... 
tive aroas, tho first anti most extensivocombat intelligence 
effort during tho 27-28 October phese of the operation was Q. 
search for and identificQ.tio~ oi all things enemy, 

(2) Incidental to the intelligence collection, over 
20 individual interviews oi vfllngvrs in tho objective ureo. 
produced additional enemy and terrain inform2.tion, much of 
which has proven to be responsible. The most significant 
information was separately reported to the 8-2 Officer, 5th 
Marinos on 29 October 1967. 

(3)- The local Viet Cong enemy, known (in most cases, 
identified by nanie) to operate in tho objecti vo area plus, . 
2,000 meters, continued his. operational techniquo of mid-to': 
long range sniping und light, short term squc.d size engage­
ments. Additionally, following this Battalion's tnctical 
entry into the some objectiv~ area 12 days prior to this 
action, the enemy increased his deployment of booby traps, 
nll of' which were wire trigger6d hmd grenades. 

;·~l~'~'" ~~\ 1 j"'::: .;1 <". ":" ," r . ,7 ·'1 ";. ~ 

·~·::::;:':'~;':::'';;::'{tn':::;' The volume of enomy weapons an.d :~-tiPPo.r,1iiA:g:e:q:}.t,d.p­
_ mont found hidden in this rcthor smull, 900 by 300 metors ' 
Hf1p11e~tJ" q~~(m~k~o.t.od'thG¢iogroo:. (,.~f,: !:;ct:\v;iJY" oc.~9pnncy end 
appnt'Ym"'t·"s'lif'trt;)"""the local Viot Cong enjoyed in that aroa. 

:).:~)~\~,~~ .9:~~:~t1r~~;iaP.1I{dd6J:i:'}Enoni;t·E§Jili~dht:·-hha':·~~i~·iij§J:::c~_~::f_::.'l" 

,,; I'! ~::(.:; 

... ;. ::,.; ,~) l. 
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5.56 rounds, loose: 15 
81mm Mortar round; dud: One 

1. NQvembor 1967 

Ro.dio rocei ver, tUb.ed, civilian salos type Vanguard 
(made in JapElll), without pow~r s·t.lpply: One 

Typewri tel', Vietnrunese type faco characters wi th largo., 
amount of .propagando. documonts: One 

Documents; 'local Viet Cong military end persenal 
communications: 35 

Uniforms" enemy type, mixed: 5 

c. Additional information developed by intervivws/interro­
gations, conducted in tho field, cuncerning captured Aquipment. 

(1) The reported radio, documents and typewriter were 
found ina single story brick and mason, three room,'house 
which WQS not occupied at the time of the search or nt any 
time during the period 27-28 October. 

(2) In 0. house o.pproximately sixty metersdistcnt from 
the search house, Ba {Mrs} THAN THI HUlu~, age 58, who claimed 
to live nlor-a, was intorviewed in detail and stntod in sub­
stc~ce: that the subject house was the reo.l proporty of ono 
Bli DAN who source seldom saw. Tha.t BA DAN returned to the 
house four to' fi vo times a month for :Jne or 1;;wo days each 
period only. Sho returned unaccompanied rund was not known to 
vi si:t,~?r.n,~i ghbors. 

(). Source clo.ims thntO BA DilN stated that she fre­
quently vi~it;cd her,$Oll, who i.s/wo.s employed in Donang us a 
a tone masop. •. 

(4) The sea,rch hou'~'o .~ d. notappoar t,o'p:e:vebeen .. 
occupied wi thin:the, pastil;'€; to ·ten dc,ys.' .', .': :.' 

(S),.Soul:'ce t~h'~~se w~'s also~t.he s~bJe~,to.f 8;clptailed 
search conducted l 1ntiAl".:r.ny,direc.t supervision, with negative 
results.' ~ . 

, (6) . The ' .. false' compartman t .wp.s,ofexc'~~lep.t ,prof'(3ssiq'lal 
mason deaign.. ,A part. of an. ~,x::torior.wnll ,tha.t ala,o' wa'S,c,o,nn~c,~. 
ted to· tho ,frunilybomb shelter, the false compartment had >0. _ 

single ovo·r:neo.denteI'enc~, so~ell .concealedtho.ti t:wa.s not:. 
dis.cove~?d until, entry·intoth~ .~0mpQrtment ;had been. Qbt;ained 
bysound ... :to.pping and i:orc,enble i;mtry ,through ·the. wall. . 

; ........ While thoro. was sO~llo'rec,ent mud on the i terns 
found, it shOUld be noted the t no dust or other traces of 
long periiJd stowage.,were noticed on either .. itmf!.., (S-2 :c,omrnent.:. 
Recontlyplnced/replac€ld inc.ompaptment) .' .. ,'1 " " • . 

DOWNGRADED AT' 3 YEAR INTERV4LS; .' . fiilli;.r... ((lJ ,. . . 
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t1T, :The rap6rtodWetlP()h~ ,'single' hc:md grenade', i (nlmero., 
,. and addi~ionnl documents were found in 0. false compn.rtment 

inside 'D. well built· bricknnd"tnason femily bomb shelter which 
was, in turn, interior to one of tho throe' rooms in the !:lo~s,e. 

;. 
\'" 

, "" .• (8) .·This'.hous,b showed '"some 'min'oreviden'ce: ofrocen:t 
oC'cuponcy6r possibly ~chi1dr.on plo.ying:,,·' It was not occupied 
at the t;j:me .ot: ,the seo.rh nor [it [)IJ.y time during tlle period 
27·-28 October 1967 with the follmdng oxception: 

, , . '; " . " 

. An ,addi tL:mlll house, of' bottcr;c.oqstruction: 
quality, s tnnds on tho' Som3 grclUnd,c.ncl· the Tcrge kitchen was 
t:.rcquently used by somo of tho neighbors. . 

(9·) 
following: ' 

Intorv'ic~.s with severnl neighbors indicn.ted the .. ". ,-.' 

. Tbehouse is oHnod bYOng'(Mr) NGUYEN HUU":QUANG 
who livos. in: DDl'langwith on.o of' .two, sons. One son, nCllle NGUYEN­
HUU-Dlll t attends h.igh 's'6ho'ol'"(unk}'in Danang. . The· alderson, 
nome NGUYEN-1ilJU_MINH, lives in Hoi. l;:n.n,nd is studying . to . be 
a hairdresser • 

(10) Cng QUfJlfG is ~eported' ~to return ,"to the house 'ubout 
twice 0. mohth. Some loculsourco,s helicve.OngQ.Ul~Gworks for 
th,q>::P:~eJ:l;~,,:?:o,~8mmQntin Danang in n stone cu~tiqs[~~r .grnvel 
h;llu:l:tn-lif' jOb'';'': . ' " . \.. ~\,; '.' " .. :.; :)" >:' ';, ,~;\~ '7 

(ll--) iTh.~.;, in;te:ry; ()ws, nnd. ~n ~q~I'~g.llti:;~}fi(~j f,I'9pl,.lWhJ cl:}: ';~P4.~" 
i.l}.t:orPl,§p;t~m.,:,dev,01op,edJ ~wcrc cQncl~c,tocl,: by, :~l:.$.,.M~,in~;Lst.:@9-i . " 

r9SY;tnrly p.s!3i. W?<l.~ AHVR; ~:i;;aff . s.orgo,qnPiJil~9rprq'!io~~" pn.l~ er:':, •. 

~,"';, d.: ":Addi'iion'~fViotnnr~c,s~i~tt~6l1mo~;ts ,", .. ' .. '::j ;,;, ;,,>' , .".::;:, ~ J././ 
; '::', -'. .ow,. . , 

'. r .... ~~;,;r:,:~,,(i')i:iDii~~~g'·~h~·.;bPi,cf:'.:P.l:a~iP.i,'.i~:~;~h±s';'~\~ohc)~~~~:,:; 
e~e~;ted;c(;rnpnpy~. siz,~ .soopcp,:an d, d8~,tr'9Y:i QP~:l;'p.:I:;,tcn:'lJ.nf),'!f!ifJ,iLO, 
t!?-~_,spo,gip,l:.'p:urpos-;:; .¥i9:'t!n~9se ,..r,r;:;o.£ll~;, and(9rgE;pi;zp.tiona avail ... 
cblo from the District Heo.dqua.~tcrs,Quo.n Dicn Bo.n~ wore dis": 
cussed by 5th ~G.r~,n<r,s),):J;'(~t B~~~t0,~~o~.J 5,~l)ct ,M?ri~p~)., f-\.l~Sl.G,Fliq ad­
v.~'~P~~t,:r-t .. pie:n. B~ ~Cl. .1IQkl-lp .• \;~)::t '.,'t·L" ';~:"C~>t;, ;::j':"~::l. :',0':;:' 

fJ ,. ". ,' ... -.~ <. ,~I ,~'" .:' '.'''' '~' '.:.,., ,_,' '; _: •• , .•.•• :,.,.. ' " -"'.; "en" F~il~wing·soitl~ exce'ii~ilt'Q's~istanco and timely 
cooperation,) by,),t:tl9;,a¢tY'.\.;l30r, p;9r~,0OOpl" ::fi;Wp!JY;i.pj:;n~()sE¥c 0~fip·j,..a1s 
Wpr9},a,s,s~Btlod, to assis~, this' COl1ll1l£ill:d in .the physical ground 
search nnd villegur sCI'0oning phnse. '. ,,' '. " 
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to 3rd Battalion, 5th 11nrincs on tho afternoon of 26 October .• 

(4) Th{;;se gentlemen W0re o.ttachoo. as guest officers 
and given a. detailed briefing of beth tho bperQtL)nal nnd 
intelligoncoplnns for the opere.tion, including our intended 
MEDOi1.P and hopeful friendly roh,tions building designs for 
Th~"1h Qui t 1. . 

Deployed in the ['ield on tho morning 2Jf 21 Oct, 
those officials were cloarly adviSod that it was chI' desiro to 
support them in their sct-ooning and scarch actLms,. This was 
manifest by th~ bQ.ttalio~ assignment of Q riflo squad, scout 
team nnd two Viotnomese lnnguage uniformod interpreters to the 
officials for security and assistcnce. 

(5) The total group was di:t.rided into two toams. During 
the exrunino.tion of the first fow houses, .:lhese officials 

addressed themsel vos to inspecting the artifacts and obvious 
personal valuables. The all destro od/broke 
tho drawers, cabinot dovrs p~d frngiles for no poss~ e cause. 

(6) The Battalion Intelligence Officor directly 
intorcedod nnd following a roinstruction on the desired 
character of the search, the understanding of which wes 
clearly acknowledged by the officia.ls, the two senrch toOlllS 
continued their screening. Thoreafter, each 20 to 30 minutes 
one of the security squad membors reported to the 8-2 Officer 

. a seperate nction of vil1agur 111[\.1 tI'0atment and nppr0:F:-1.,t-i.on 
of personal property, not subject ton mnrtinl confiscation. 
The S~2 Officer and his a.ssistnnts moved from one group to 
another, correcting those problems, until the offort became 
unreas8nable ana tho search actions by the officials was 
terminatod for tho (~cy. 

(7) It is noted thct during this time, tho two six 
man sl;,curi ty t0Q],:lS, in the course of cPtc~rting the officia.ls,' 
independent of a.ny nssista.nce from thu officials, found two 
very profossiona.lly constructod hidden comportments,. yielding 
weapons, a radio, a Viotna.mcso languago typewriter,a camera 
end a numbor of va documents rt~1d other lesser i toms'. 

On tho scof'lnd day e:f tho ooo.rch and screen nction, 
tho ma.1treatmont, while rOcluc,::,d in frcquGncy, c:;ntinu8d to 
occur. 

Those ufficials, ("In tho ether nand, c mductod 
themsolves 0xcepti.:mally 1vo11 wi th tho l'1o.rines wi th whom they 
w_~"rked except .f,-~r their cnduct tvwnrd other Victnrunese which 
tho Iv1c.rines could noi thor undors tend ncr approvo. 
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Tho cht:!.racter of this Orgnizaticn's mission in 
t~1.is TAOR, and thE: cl_ar and present nccd t;:; develop honest 
ra.pport with the people .j£" .this c.ro8.~ mdres future emplowent 
of_such pcrs;pp2~ g\t)(~tinElbJ Q 

5. Mi,saion ... Tc Bstablish cordJh' of objoctive area and c",nduct 
0. thorough, c"te1iber8.te nnd detailed s0hrch to kli1, Dapture 

and destroy enemy forcos and equipmont and conduct an oxten­
E..ve nH~)le nunting t1 Oporaticn to unc~vor enemy cache ai tea, 
tunnels El.nd logistical ~ installntions. 

\ 

6. ClJnCept of OpeN, tions. (Soc onclosure (1) Op0ratic;rls 
Omrlay) 

a. i .. t 270600H, CompanifJs C onj L(-) movud oVvr1an(i cnd 
established !J. cordon west and north of tho objoctive aroo. to 
be in posi tLn by 270730H. OnG Bnttalion of the AHVN Rangor 
TF moved ovcrlcnG from Dien Ban ~c established cordon in 
suuthern "p~lbn"! o£ obJectivE) gron to bo in position by 
270730H with the other battalion movine diroctly to the 
LOD. One plntoon of Company L with the Comra:.:'llc, Group in 
tre-cc departed 270615H .nnd frlovod overland, linked up with 
ARVN Commando Pla.toon at 032642 cnd proceodod to DOD. At 
270735H" the ARVN Ranger Bnttalion couIDwnced the c.ttack in 
the southern ZOA nnc~ I.:.ne platoon of Company L end the 1st ~ 
Commando Platoon o0mmenced the attack in tbe Northern ZOA. 

7. Lessons Learned 

n. Item - Ccordino.tLm ltTi th ARVN Forc0s. -
(1) Discussion' - ThE) coordinc.tion must bo deto.ilod, 

complote and Gxactly l.mdorstood 'if any oftprtive tactical 
coordination in the corc..on and search opor[l.tion is t;r. be 
achieved. The arrnngement of nei thor tho r1c.rino Commander 
nor the l .. RVl'J Comm[Jldor hnving oporatLmal centrol results 
in extremly di.f.ficul t fire cu')rdinc.tion, makes positioning 
of .foI'ces end rapic reactLm cumbersomo cnd is generally 
inoffcc ti va. However the; ilRVN Ccmrnando PIn toun w~jrkecl 
extremely well with the Mo.rine units conducting the search 
and wore found to be vory 8~opt in s~arching.profcssional. in 
their nttitudo c:.nd vory c00perz.tivo. ~ ~ 

(2) Roc OlUmonc:a.t iuns • That l\1f[l.rine forcos be employed 
exclusively as tho cordon forco to make ;?ossitlc positive 
control and coordinction ossontia.l for this typo operntion. 
It is also recommended thnt tho LRVN Commandos be employed when 
possi ble to assist in the search. !furinos con learn n 
deal ['.bout search techniquo ~ by wvrk ne; clos01 Wl th tti.is uniiL.. 
~ . 
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