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HEADNUARTERS :
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96502

3/HDC./plb

5750 .
2 Decanber 1967

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein)
Via: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines

Subj: Command Chronology for period O10001H Nov67 to 202400H Nové?
. Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2A
(b) FMF PacO 5750.8
(c) DivO 5750,2B
Enel: /(1) Command Chronology Report

1. Tn accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and (¢) the
Command Chronology for the month of November 1967 is hereby submitted.
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HEADOUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
010001H Nov to 302400H Nov 1967
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PART I

[ frieire

DES TG AT ION COMMANDER FERIOD COVIRED

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines  LtCol W. K. ROCKEY

SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Co Capt L. W, F:RMIR 1-23 Nové7
Capt R. J. MARNELL 23 Novb7

Co I Capt J. 8. SPEICHIR 1-11 Nové7
2ndlt CORR (acting) 12-1L Nov6y
Copt H. KCLAKOWSKI Jr 15 Novb7

Co K. Capt J. R, TENNTY 1-22 Novb7
Capt L. W, FARMIR 23 Novb?7

Co L Capt Jo DJNRTIS

Co M Capt J. D. MURRAY

2 Nov6b7
8 Yovh7

1-
Capt Jo Bo WI-‘-.E["L.ELL 3-—
9 Novb7

Capt J. E. MITCHELL

STAFF OFFICERS

X0 - Maj R. C., WISE
s-1 Adj 1u51t J. W. HORTON
® = TesTt Do R. DUNAGAN
§3 lis] P» E. SHAW
5L istlt Wo We KTHC 1-18 Nov 67
Istlt Fa V. SHYE 19 Nov 67

AVERAGE MOWTHLY STRENGTH

USMC USN
OFF HIL' OFF AL
3L 1043 3 50

ENCLOSURE (1)
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FART II
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

There currently exists in the commard the need for a Captain 0402,
At present the billet is being filled by a Lieutenant p¥?There is a need for
a Captain, 0302. The billet is being filled by a Captain, 2502, There is a
need for one First Sergcant. There is a need for one Master Sergeant, %hres. ..
gunnery Sergeants, and six Staff Sergeants, 0369,

it present, all companies in the battalion are eommanded by Cartains,
Officer strength and enlisted strength is at a minimum for operat ional
commitments. .

The battalion intelligence collection and processing activities during
November included the development and distribution of three intelligence
estimates, one intelligence estimate for a counter rocket and mortar plan,
one PIR reporting on battalion TAOR amd six reports of interviews/interrogatione
conducted in the field,

E Ihemy activities continued in the TAOR in the form of sniping, mining
incidents and seven bridges/culverts blown.

The Battalion has completed two hole hunting operations, three quick
reaction operations and one multi-company operation in the southern part of
the TAOR, Intensive patrolling of the Rocket Belt has contimied.

At the present time there are few comminication prcblems and action is
being taken to rectify those which do exist.
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SHQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF STNIFIC/NT EVENTS

PART IIT

1. Topics
(a) Pg;sonnel und Agg_nmlstratlon

(1) The Battalion began the month of November with an on board
strength of 38 Marine Officers, 1016 Marine Ehlisted, 3 Mavy Officers and
53 Navy Enlisted.’ The current on board strenzth is 34 Marine Officers, 1135
Marine Dallsted, 2 Navy Offlcers, and 48 Navy Fnllsted.

’

(2) Three Marine Offlcers are TAD (in excess of 30 days). The

- current effective strength of the Battalion is 29 Marme Offlcers and 1013
. Marine Ehllsted. '

(3) One Marine Officer and 100 Marine Enlisted are scheduled for
rotation during December 1967 as shown below.

M08 RANK MR-

0130 1stlt 1
0141 A 1
03 92
C3A9 ' ‘ 2

S 28,1 1 _
3041 1 “
3042 oL 1

so 2 -7(4)  Critical MOS Shortages are shown below,
S MO8 ML R SHORT /GE

Woro)l Qapbadn - e Lo

X Corporal U L .
cacth wloGorporal iy st
7wl 88gt

0402 = "1t i 0
- 40
0
SAQ . ac T ey
5 - 1 1stsgt
15

i 1
a1 281Y X
-t'28f_]_5 B IETIS S
Tuoo2g67 e L TUiror
9999 6
25

0302 - ey Capt.a.ln R
0302 25 QG e e m Th EL e L T
.. -0311 38 18 20 Sgt
0331 112 7L 3» Sgt & below

036930 2@ : ‘1MSgt,3 GySgt, 6 85gt

4
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CASUALT Tws IS
KT4 E 15
WILi- 76
WIANE 16
DO ¢)
DiI 2
MEDEV.iC 36

b, Intelligence

(1) Personnel. During the month of November, the Battalion Intelli-
gence/Scout Sectlon lost one Scout, Cpl 0311, tc ncrmal rotation and joined
one Scout trainee, LCpl 0311, rmpb cenment.,

(a) 5-2 ittachments. The two Scout Dog Teams previously in
direct support, were withdrawn to IIT MAiF on 3 November, togcther with all
kennel equipment. Remaining attachments include one MP, IT and ITT Team amd
three Scout Sniper Teams.

(2) Information Collection, Te main information collection/
target acquisiticn efforts duvring the month of November wure directed toward -
the analysis of activities amd the contimiation of the terrain studies of
operational areas.

3) Intelligence Bevorting, During November, the following
information on enemy activities and processed intelligence was developed

ard reported within this Command with ~opies. as appropriate, 'to other
schelonsg

Two Intelligence Fstimntes for company operatims.
One Intelligence Estimte for & counter-rocket :nd mortar plan.
One PIR reporting on the Battaiion TACR.

Six reports of interviews/interrogations conducted in-the field
reporting low-level, local guerrilla activitics and 00B,

The Battalion $-2 Section conducied not less than one Battalion

Command and Staff Intelligence briefing, one individual company and four srrta,]_'L
unit briefings erch daye.

(4) Enemy Activity
(2) Synopsis
Disposed in the TAOR, the local, semifixd Viet Cong

have 250 to 300 men and women under ~rms. These local guerrillas wave been
found to be Orgermized into cells of from 3 to 7 memb Zhe condiny, of

most activities. MM@M@S&@E@ /

_ 5
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The local Viet Cong have continmued their activity in

sniping, 30 mining incidents, and the demolition of 7 bridges/culverts, The
bridge blown at Thanh Quit was coordinated with a mortar attack on the

CAP D-1 €ompound. One ambush was conducted by 10 to 15 VC on West indereon
Trail. ’

The only known permanently located enemy force in the
TAOR is the Dien Ban local Farce Company which is also known as 2,82 Company
and the Q.15 Company,

The local force and guerrillas that operate in the TACR
generally remajn in cell sized groups to avoid suspicion but they are capable
of combining to form reinforced squads,

. (5) Yietnamese ARVN Attachments., During the first week of November
one Vietnamese SSgt Interpreter was killed in action. One interpreter joined
in midg=-November. Presently two interpreters are employed in support of
combat operations and one is utilized in S-5 progroms.

(6) Kit Carsons. The Battalion presently has five Kit Carsons
and one Kit Carson trainee on the roles, During November they have proven
themselves useful on search and clear and hole hunting operations,

(7) Enemy losses. The enemy suffered the following causualtics as
a result of actions this month:

+

KI: (C) 12
KI. (P) 19
WIL (C) 0
v WLi (P) 3
. Deteinces 4

(8) MNeather
(a) Rain total as of the 27th was 7.71 inches.
(b) Temperature: iAverage High: &3; iverage Low 72
(c¢) Light: Average Sunrige: 0646; Average Sunset: 181,
(d) Winds: The winds ranged from 5 to 10 knots.

(9) Terrain, Sece Cormand Chronology for period OL000H Oct67
to 312400H Octf7,

(10) X emized Account of Themy Fouipment Captured or Destroyed:
"1 U.S. Carbine #5016329

4
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1 Green Smoke Grenade.

1 Newspaper, assorted pepers nnd pamphlets
2 Main Force uniforms with sandals

1 pair green trousers

1 U,S. Steel helmet

ce Iraining

(1) Training included lectures, demonstrations, ani/of application

in the following subjcctsy
(2) M~60 machine gun training
(b) Care and cleaning of weapons

. (¢) Weapons safety

(d) Mop and compsss reading

(e) Scouting and patrolling

(f) Radio procedures

(g) Ficld sanitation

(h) Spot reports

(2) 4idditional classes far officers and staff NCOs were held on

G Menual Investigations, E-8 CS dispenser amd Marijuana.

(3) The S~3 has corducted tiree indoctrination schoolss

Classes

on FO/FAC procedure, and on the c-re, cleaning, maintenance, and safety of

the M=1641 Rifle are included in the school syllabus.

(4) Two classes were conducted en preventive measures concerning

lightning.

(5) A1l units Fam Fired their individual wezpons 2t least twice

this month., All crew served weapons have been fired,

(6) Personnel attended the following schools:

(a) Bubarketion 10
(b) Vietnamese language Scheol 2
" {¢) NGO Lesdership Scheol 6
(¢) Humo Tc—;ch School 2

TCTOSIRE (1)

B i
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{6) lend Mine hrfare

(£) CAG

‘Cg) A _”Psvé Radow Obr‘r 't ioms andi Hodnbofince

{n) - Civic Aét ion
(i) Perscnnzl Liesponse
(3) iegist ered Pubs School

ds Qperations

28

(1) it 010915H Company I chopped back to 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines,

(2) it 050200H Company L chopped to lst Battalion, 5th Merines,

(3) 4 OS1300H Compsny L chopped to 3rd Babbalion, 5th Marines.

(1) At 051650H Commny M choppcd to 2nd Battalion, Sth Marines for

Operation ESSEX, -

5th Marines,

r;untmlg operat:.on.;'l .ﬁ 3 ,
(7) ht 110905H COY‘”LP" z, 3rd Batto.lion,
3rd. Battalionj® 5th Marines,

(8) £ 1115401 Compary Cs 18t Battalionj:

3rd Battn,llon, 5th Marlncs

(9) nt 1111,,45H Company M 3rc’ Battalicn,
to parent unit

(10). it 1116000 Congany €, -ffié‘tf En,ttalion,
to parenthunlt. , ' '

L

(;15_/ it 1l7lOH ‘.lpha Command Group dlspl

o

(5) f;tfﬂloljzs,oﬁ one platoon, Compa.ny I choppod to 2nd Battalion,

(6) ut 110905H Alpha Comrnc Group a,nd Conpa.ny L comenced hole

P
i

1st Morines chopped to

Sth Mirines é hopped to

1st Marines chopped

5th Marines chopped

,,\
\\v
\
\
AN

cec to combat basc._

G G,

(12) it 112120H Company L concluded hole huntmg operatlon. )

L e ]

( ) At. 1809OOH Comna.ny M and platoon Com'oany I chopped back to

3rd Battallon, Sth-Marines from 2nd Battal ion, PSthY Mer:mcs 2t it erninsit fon of

Opera.tlor; ESSEK. o _
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(ll,.) 4t 210925H Company X moved from combat base for a compeny
operation,

(15) At 230820H Company K returned to combat base from company
operation,

(16) it 231007 one platoon, Company I chopped to III M4iF,
(17) 4t 240200H Company I cormenced a hole hunting operation,

(18) 14t 24,0730H the Alpha Command Group displaced for a hole hunting
operation, :

(19) it 242300H Compary A, 1lst Battelicn, 5vh Morines chopped to
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines.

(20) it 241550H Company 4, 1s% Battalion, 5th Marines chopped to
parent unit, T

(21) At 241550H Alphe Command Group displaced to combat base from
hole hunting operation,

(22) 4t 250920 Company F, 2nd Bettalion, 5th Marines chopped to
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines,

(23) it 251100H the Apha Commend Group, Company K and Company F
commenced oreration in Sythwest Sector of TAOR,

(24) it 25113CH Company I concladed hole hunting operation,

(25) it 27153C: the Alphe Commend Group, Company K, and Company F
terminated operation. :

(26) At 2808504 Company F chdoped to perent unit,

(27) 4t 291100H AT Platoon “hopped to paremt unit,

(28) it 300905H Company I scrmenced search and destroy operation._

(29) At 301735H Company [ comcluded search and destroy operation,
ey JArtillery Support

(1) Durirg November, Mattery F, 2nd B'\tta.llon, 11t» Marines was
in direct support of this Aattalion,

4
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(Z) mcreased H&J nrogram was implemsnted wlthm the TA0LR to
offset an inerease incenemy activity, Artillery was-used mor e, frequcntly in.
support of operating forcecs. Considerable preporatory fires were employed
on a zm:lti-comparw operation from 25-27 Novamber, supplementéd with numerous
fire missions utilizing Battery F ard the 8 inch Bowitzer Battery.

(3) Presently, there ire _throe artillery officers assigned. One
is the Battalion FSC, two officers are assigned to companies as FOs -ami
enlisted FOs are assigned to the other two companie$.

f. 4Aldr Sugm

(1) During November, 9 air strikes were -ccnducted in support of
tactical operations,

. (2) Helicopter support included 31 Med Evac missions, Transport
helicopters and UH-1E gunships were amployed on three quick reaction
operations., One tactical helilift was conducted in support of a hole hunting
operation, . ’

3) ¢ aer:.ai observation missions were flown. In addlt:Lon the
aerial obgervers assisted in eontrolling the air strlkes.

(4) At present, there are two ALO/FAC Officers assigned. There are
sufficiently trained personnel to provide companies 'wnd battalion air~
grouniﬁredlo teams.

g.r‘ Co nlggtlons

(l) The AN-PuC/Zﬁ radlo “rovzl.ded al najorlty of all mter batt.allon
comrmmlcat.ions as well ag-cormunicaticns with Kegiment, *Phone” mmmunlcatlons
. via Tddio relay’ served voice: dommunlc*ttl'?ns arith 1|.eg1nent ‘Divisiofe: TF

While 'ate the Combat- Basey- telety“e comrinicaticns st utlized to rass
messages to higher echélon and f:r lengthy renor-ts an:’ far unclassu‘led
admmlstra.tlve trafiflc.f : o : S :

(2)~~ Problm& Were ! encountered ag follews 1

Aa) The AN-FiC/25 was extremely rcliable except occass:.onaley "
during wct weather. Continous enphasis must be glven to methods of g,round:.ng N
th:s raﬂlo and keeplnb At wmter’ tighty s 0 v : _ foed :

. (b) n.adlo relay to Liegiment:. was extremely poor and in many
mstances phone comy)nlcatw ons” wer'e: not - in serv:.ce “for' long perlods of. time,
wﬁ.dl& relay persnnnel rmst' "nt:lnouslv c ck nid, i spec -the equa.pment. -

_,mammEu)

wm@m
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T¢) 4 lack of tralnlng of comnunlcatlon personnel accounted for
several ‘beletypc problems, particularly in the installation of a RATT circuit,
4 scheool is now being helc and: tralnlng in RuTT procecures. is being emphasized.

(d) Tvn -AN-IRC/A’? is an excellent radlo but 1ts we,.'gyht is a
great l:nu.tatlon in the fleld, especmally when traversing rice paddies and
ford:m,r* streamss - A lighter plece of gear is needed for reliable HF commun-

t:Lons in the fleld. . . S :

(3) Contlmous schoolj_nf has been conducted for all comnmnicatjons
personnel to increase their oroflclency and to :msure re'! isble, secure, am
rapid communlcatlons.

h, Ioglst:l.cs

(1) General. The overall Jogistical status of the battalion is
satisfactory. Accounts are in the process of being reconciled and shortages®,
of equipment are bemg filled by reouisition, p

(2) Supply,. Battalion Supnlv concludec‘ its move from Hill 63 with a
thorough police and re-palletization of items stored in the warehouse at 1llth
MT Bn, On 3 November 1967 Battalion Supply received a material management
inspection and a material reaalness :Lnspectlon. The results were satlsfactory L
‘with discrepancies. :

(a) On 12 November 1967 Second L:Leutenant Richard J, NUSS
asSumed duties as BatLllon Supply Officers: - -

(b) & truck was dispatched dally to the FLC to p:Lck up -
negessary items of ‘supplys Battalion’ Supply- is also: utllzmg ‘the new SERV/
MART facilities at ‘the NS4 for the Y:rpcuremcnt of" m:my office supplles arﬂ
other expendable ;tems. o .

: (c) Supply ls 1n tbc nroc<:ss of rconcllmg a,ll pendlng
requis:Ltions. N ‘ e R

(c) A Batta] ion Supply SOP was drafted and is now being stai‘fed
Current allowance lists are’ ‘being+distributed toirésponsible. officersi: .
Component parts lnsts are belnp ‘prépared for: each responszble account, ;

(3) M.Q,‘igr_____TmnSP_g_r& -0n3 November a material readiness inspection
was conducteds’ ‘he Motor Transport Section was rated satisfactory with dis-
crepancies. Al_'l. 18 MAléBl trailers have been repainted, Seweral M422A1%s have
also been sent to FLC.in-decordance ulth the goal of hevmg all vehleles
repamted w:Lth:_n the near futurer ;- : R T

(L,) Constructlon. The attached lst Ehglneers have completed a new
well which provides 12,000 gallons of water “daily, In‘additicn, they have:~ -
corpleted the repairs of the drainige and grease: trap ‘gystems of "thHe ‘mess hall
a.ni imprOVed the roads w:Ltth the combat base part1ally allev:etlng th problemu

T Lo e AN N S L AR -l o R
g c et Lm .
RN U B - R _
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of standing wa‘t_‘er:.“‘_ f-.’request is bclng sent to Division for engineering
assistance in making the observatica tower more stable,

i, Civic pction

(1) Medeaps. .1511 Vietnmamese from the local area were treated at
the Battalion MEDC.P station, and 209 were treated on mobile MEDCAPS in
the village of Mieu Bmg, 2809 sanitation and health leaflets were hand
delivered to the MEDC P patients, '

(2) Rroblems. Due to lack of supnlles, only one mobile MEDG.P was
held. In order to continue the mobile MEDC.PS the. Battalion Add Statlon
will have to procure increased funds for project 10,

X (3) PsyOps. Armed Propaganda Teams broa.dcasted for 28% hrs.

. The broadcasts consisted of appeals to the VC to return to GVN control and
appeals to the people to report all mines and booby traps, Ten aerial
broadcasts and leaflet drops were resuested through Regiment, The Jeepster
fudio Visual Unit from the 244,th PSYOFS Co showed a total of 4 hours of
cartoons and movies. The total attendance wes 500 adults amd 400 children.

(1) GCivil Affairs ﬁﬁqdﬁsmnee. Four toal klto were given to needy\
families, Three mid-wife kits were given out to. expectant mothers, and 6
carpenter/mason kits and 350 ilos of rice were given out to unskilled -
Vietnamese who were unable to support their families. Three women were
evacueted to Da Nang; one with malsria, one with a gun shot wound and one
with heart trouble. One young boy was also evacuated for wourds recelived
from an M-79 round. .The Viectnamese nurse that assists 2t the Ba.ttalion
M':QCAP Ststlon was sent t,o Ehgl]sh Langu ge School 1n Da Nang. L

‘ e (5):0Clabses, 11 new mambers joining this commsnd during
’ November were glven an uﬂoctrmtion cl"ss on c:Lv:LL affams.

with ths Di “l”?‘. "cnm‘rh 7'”‘1; thf names of‘ '

the village Chlefs n?nc were rocentl;y electe.d and the. number and lecation o“i
PF units and "tD tea.msa

e (7) ,]ects., Three self help progect,s aré -in ‘bhe pla.nnlng staves.
They are: a school building in the village 6f Vinh Kuong, a market place,
in the villege of Thanh Troung and way statlons J.n the v’.l.llao es of Mleu
Dang and. Bo Hung,_a ST L A
(8) Squous hcldents. On 18 November a Vlefbnamese woman was
shot and killed by.a #arine from this Fettalion. A sericus .Incident .
Report was submitted 'concerning a Vistnamese eivilian who was- killed
by a Maririe Corps Truck, The family of:the woman shot-by a'Marine.of.. .-
this Battellon was presented w:.th a solht:.um pa.yrlcnt.

m\Ir'T OSURE. {1 ).
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f Dvents

9 November
11 November

15 Noverber
19 November

21 November

23 November

24,~28 Novembcr
25-27 Noverber

30 November

B

Conducted Quigk Re-ction opcratiog.
Conducted Hole Hunting Operation,

Capt H. KOWL.KOWSKI assigned to Company I for
duty as Commanding Officer,

let Lieutenant F. W. SMIMH acsimed to duty as
the S-4 Officer.,

Conducted fuick Reaction Operations

Capt L. W. F .M assigned to Company K for duty
as Commanding Officer.

Conducted Hole Hunting Operation

Conducted Multi-Company Operation,

Conducted Muick Reaction Operation

¢
......
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