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‘ HEADQUARTERS
"~ 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMP
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

T 3/RJM/dab
AR A - B750

1 January 1968

Commanding Officer

To: Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein)
Via: Commanding Officer, S5th Msrines

Subj: Command Chronology for period 010001H to 312400E Dec 19€7,

Ref: (a) MCO 5750,.,2A
(b) FMF PacO 5750.8
(¢) Div0 5750.2B

Encl: Y{1) Command Chronology Report
(2) Operation Summry for Operation 33-67

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and
(c) the Command Chronology for the month of December 1967 is
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BEADQUAPTERS -
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO San Frencisco, California 96602

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY
010001H to 312L,00H Bec 1967

INDEX

PART I -~ Organizational Data
PLRT II = Narrative Data
PART III = Sequential Listings of Significant Events
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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

DES IGNAT ION 1 COMMANDER PERIOD COVERED

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines LtCol W. K. ROCKEY
SUBORDINATE UNITS

H&S Co , Capt R. J. MARNELL
Co I Capt H. BOLAKOWIKI Jr
Co X Capt Lo ‘/\T. FARIVER
Co L Capt J. D. NIOTIS
® Co M Capt J. E. MITCHELL
STAFF OFFICERS
X0 _ Maj R. C. WISH
S-1 1stLt J., W. EORTON 1-12 Dec 1967
WO J. 8. BISESI 13 Dec 1967
S=2 1stLt D. R. DUNAGAN 1-21 Dec 1967
WO Jo ""‘Tc BEVIT‘:R 22 DGC 1967
S=3 Maj P. E. SHAY 1~22 Dec 1967
Capt G. ¥, BOWERS 23 Dec 1967
S-l 1stLt F. W. SMITH
. S=5 ~ 1stLt G. E. OVSLEY ~ 1=7 Dec 1967
, Capt J. A. FERIZNDEZ 8 Dec 1967

AVERACE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USMC | USN
OFF  ENL .~ OFF  ENL
37 11 : > )

ENCLOSIIRE. (1)

. DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

T e e

PART II
NARRATIVE SU:MARY

Battalion infantry -officer strength received its largest
input of the yesr with the joining of 10, 03 Officers during
December. Personnsl turnover in key bi'lets wss st its worst
with S-1, S=2, S~3, and S-5 billsts changing hands,

Battalion Intelligence prepared information on enemy activity
in the form of dntelligence estimates for vattalion and
Company size operations,

e snemy continued to work in cells of threse to seven and
their activity included smiping, 36 wmining incidents, and
demolition of & brid.e and culverts along highway #1,

The Battalion completed three search and elesr operations,
one ¢ordon and search opsration, and one Coimany size river
search operction,  Intensive patrolling of the Rocket Belt has
continued. The Battalion is at pressnt conducting Operation
AU3URN., See Enclosure {(2).

A shortage of AN/PRC 25 antennas reduces commnicetion %
capabilities, Antennas are in a NORS status.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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PART I1I1

SEQUENT 1AL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICLNT TVENTS

1., Topics

(a) Personnel and Administration

(1) The Battalion began the month of December wih an
on board strength of 32 Marine Officzrs, 1118 Mcrine Enlisted,
2 Navy Officers, and 45 Navy Enlisted. The current on bosard
strength is 40 Marine Officsrs, 1217 Marine Enlisted, 2 Navy
Officers, and 52 Navy Enlisted,

(2) Tws Morine Officers are TAD (in excess of 30-days).
The current effective strength of the Battalion is 35 Marine
O0fficers and 1292 Marine Enlisted,

. (3) Scventy-six Merine Enlisted are scheduled for
rotation durinpg Januecry 1968 as shown helow:

MOS

=
=
53
e
=)

0141
03 5
0365
2511 _ }
2531
2533
2542
2591
3051
3371

(L) Critical ¥MOS Shortages are shown below:

® HOS Ol OH
oS O

W W R =\

ML 1 SEORTAGE -
0302 34 33 1 Maj, 3 Lt
0%02 1 0 1 Captain
2815 1 0 1 Corporgl
2867 1 0 1 S/Sgt
0369 30 19 1 M/Sgt, LGySgt, 6 SSat
CASUALTIES

KIA

WIA

WIANE

NON-FOSTILE

DAT

L
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(1) Porsonnel

(a) Orgonic. Durlng the month of December
the Battd ion Intelligence/Scout Section lost one scout, Cpl
0311 end one Intelligence Assistant, Szt 0311, to normal
rotstinon and joined 3 scout trainees, two PFC?s 0311 and one
Cpl 0311, replacement,

(v) Attachments, During the previous month two
dog teams were attached, one being withdrawn due to wounds
received in the field., The IT personnel were withdrawn in
mid-Decerbor and returned to Regiment. The remaining
attechments include two MP's, an ITT team and four scout/
sniper teams,

(2) Informetion Collection, The mein informetion
collection/target accouistinn efforss during the month of
Decomber were dirscted tasard the cnalysis of activities
and the continuation of the terrain studies of operationeal
arei8e

(3) Intelligence Renorting. During December, the
S=-2 Section hat prepared information on enemy activity in
the form of intelligence estimates for beattslion and compeany
glze operations., The Battalion S-2 conducted not less
than one battalion command and staff intelligence briefing,
end small unit briefings each day.

(L) Enenmy Activity,

- () Disposed in the TAOR, the local, somifixad
Vet Cong have 250 to 300 men and women under arms. These
local guerri'las have been found to be orgahized into cells
of from 3 to 7 members for the conducting “of most activities,

(b) The local Viet Cong have continued their -
ectivity in sniping, 36 mining incidents, and demolition of
bridpges and culverts along highway #1.

(¢) The only known pormanently located enemy
forees in the TAOR is °° . :
the Dien Ban locel force Coupany whlcn is £lso known cS Qe 62
Compeny and ths Q.lS Commany.

(d} -The loczl force and guerrillas that operate
in the TAOR generally remein in cell size groups to avoid
sugprlicion but they are caprble of combining to form reinforced
squads.

(5) 4RVN fttachments, The Battalion S-2 Section
joined onc ARVN intorproter in mid-December., Presently
three interpreters aig¢ employed in support of Combat operatlvns
end one is utilizod in the S~5 progrem.

- v
RER 3
.
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ik Carsons, The Battelion presently has five
Kit Carson Scouts and cne Kit Carscon Trainee. During December
the Kit Carsons have proven themselves on operctinons with this
Battalion, On the last cperation two Kit Corsont!s were wounded
in the field and med-evaced; they aire expected to return
to duty within one to two weeks.

(7) Enemy Losses. The enemy suffersd the following
casualties as & rosult of action this month:

KI4 (C) 3
KIA (P) 13 (Shown only for December;
WIA (C) n omitted thereafter)

DETAINEES L5

(8) Weather,

) Rain total as of 27th was 8.33 in.

b) Temp; avoranse high 70; Average low €1,

c) Light: averege sunrize 1é5L; aversge sunset 0529
d) Winds; the wind range from 5 to 10 knots,

(9) Terrsin, Seec Commend Chronology for period
010001H Oct G7.

(10) Account of Fnemy Eguipment Captured or Destroyed.
The largess Tind was the loccuicn of ¢ mine factory and rice
thrashing site locrtod in the AT 9861 grid ares. Found
were engine paorts and sn engine, vats of 50 gallons copacity,
500 pounds of chercoal, c:r babtories, tubing, pipes, and other
gear which wae destroyed, :

ENCLOSURE (1)
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¢ JTrainin

(1) Training included lecturcs, demonstrat ions, and/or application
in the following subjects:

(a)
(b)
(¢)
(a)
(e)
(£)
()
(h)
(1)
(3)

Starlight Scope
Weapons Safetj
Space Heater

Radio procedures

.Spot reports

Lighting procedures for the monsoon season
FO & FAC procedure

Care and cleaning of M-16

Med Evac procedures

FAM firing of individual and crew served weapons

(2) Additimal classes for Offlcers and staff NCOs were held on

Weapons Safety.

(3) The organization conducted six indoctrination schools. Classes
on FO/FAC procedures, and on the care, cleaning, maintenance, and safety of
the M=16A1 Rifle are included in the school syllabus.

(1) Al units Fam fired their individual weapons at least twice
this month. All crew served weapons have been fired.

(5) Perscnnel attended the following schools:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)
(£)

CAG School 1
Embarkation School 2
NCO Leadership Scflool Vi
Ammo Tech School 1
Infantry Weapons Repair Course 2
Vietnamese Language School 3

DECLASSIFIED



. ‘x
~

[ MN@H_[\SS \Eﬁ@-@&era’oors and Maintenance School Radar 5
L

[

DECLASSIFIED

st At

(h) Civic Action hdoctrination Course 1

de QOperations
(1) At 011015H assumed OPCON Company ¥, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines,
(2) Av O11330H Company L departed Operation No Name 97.
(3) 4t 020845H Company M departed Operation No Name 97,

(4) At 020945H Alpha Command Group, Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd
Marines departed on Operation No Name 97.

(5) At 021100H ¢ommenced Operation No Name 97,

(6) At 061150H Chopped Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines to
parent unit,

(7) At 061205H the Alpha Command Group, Companies L & M returned
Combat Base terminating Operation No Name 97.

(8) At O71000H 1st plt Co I OPCON 5th Marine Regiment security.

(9) 4t OBLLOOH 2nd plt Co L OPCON 1st Merine Division, N

|

(10) 4t 0910L6H 81 mortar platoon while registerin defmsh.ve fires |
%1) one ¥WIi medevac

on Ha Dong Bridge had (1) one short round of WP, Results

4
\,
N

(11) 4t 100900H Company K departed to conduet river search 6.peration. ‘
(12) At 110930H 2nd plt Company L retumed from Rough Riders,
(13) 4t 120930H Company K rcturned from river scarch.

(14) At 140715H the Alpha Command Group, Companiecs K& L depa.rted
on Operation JUNCTION,

(15) At 141400H Company K rcturned from Operation JUNCTION.,

(16) 4t 141510H the Alpha Command Group returned from Operation
JUNCT ION, : .

(17) At 162205H 81 nortar rlt firing a mission had one 8lmm HE
round short, Results were 3 KIis, 35 Wlis.

(18) 4t 180630H Mpha Commend Group, Companies K & M departed on
cordon and search operation,
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{T9xt 180840H Company F, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines OPCON 3/5,

(20) At 181000H Company H, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines OPCON 3/5,

(21) At 181050H Companies F & H, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines
chopped to parent unit,

(22) 4t 181655H Operation cordon & search terminated.
_(23) At 201355H 1st plt Company I returned from Regimental security.
(24) at 211200H 2nd plt Company K chopped to 3/5 from III MAF.
(25) At 230530H Company E & G, 2nd Battalion, Sth Marines OPCON 3/5, -
(26) 4t 231130H Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines OPCON 3/5.
. ‘ (27) 4t 231210H- Alpha Command Group, Company K departed on operation,

(28) 4t 2,1700H Chopped Companies E & G, 2nd -Battalion, 5th Marines
~7--to- parent unit.,.

— (29) At -241700H Chopped Compeny E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines
- “borparent unit,

':f o ~(30) 4t 241700H Alpha Cormand Group-and Company K returned from
- Bperation,

e o(31) At 271500H Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines OPCON 3/5.... .

- (32) it 280835H Alp‘m Command Group, Company 1 and Company E 2nd— ==
e ’ Bat.ta_'l_lon, 3rd Marmes departed Operation AUBURN, oo

. (33) “Oberation /UBURN in progress-from 280835H and continuing, Seoe. -
After /Action Report to be submitted upon termination of operation,

Ce Artillerv Support

(1) Battery F, 2/11 was in direct support of this Battzlion durmg
December. ,

(2) Battery W, 3/11 supported this Battalion during the time &
.,.'Batterv wes displacing on 31 December 1967,

(3) Battery F supported corbined operations during 1-6, 1i and
18 December 1967.from previous posistions and is supprorting Operation AUBURN
from Dien Ban and Hi11 55,

- L'g
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(4) There arec four Artillery Officers aséigned to this Battalion,
Company I has an enllsted Forward Observer,

Dur:mg December, 57 air strikes were
conducted in support of t':.cth"l opecrations of which 50 were in support
of Operation AUBUBN

(2) Helicopter Support
('a) 57 Medevacs, inluding 11 emergency medevacs.
(b) " One assault landing with helicopter gun suppert,
(¢) 14 visual reconnaisance flights,
(3) Fixed Wing Observation Supports: 14 missions (observation and

artlllery/alr by A0's). On Operation AUBURN each day was considered as one
mission -due to almost constant presence of 40 on station.

(4) Personnel., There were two AIO/FiC Officers assigned to the
Battalion, Sufficient trained persomnel were available to provide radio
teams at company ond battalion level,

g. Communications
(1) Means

(a) Primary means of comrmmications within the Battalion werec
AN/PRC 25 radios, JAprroxiratcly 10 to 15 percent were not available due to
required repair work, /vailable asscts hove beon completely cormitted and
-all requirements for ,N/T‘RC—25s met,

(b) Teletype commmications to senior units has been both by
radio relay and landline. landline has become primary with radio relay as
backup, Total down time, based on 24 hours usage daily, was arproximatcly
19 hours. ‘ . .

] (¢) A1 communiecaticns equipment has been inspected and
action taken to correct any operatimal discrepareies.,

(d) A complete administrative inspection has been completed
and corrective action is taking place in the arcas of communlcatlcns supply
and required records for the maintainence of equlpncnt. ‘

(2) Problem iress. The effectivencss of the :N/PRC 25 radio is
- becoming seriously impsired by the lack of pyoper antennas. PRC-6 antennas
have becen modified to fit, but on frequencics below 47 mes Power output is

10
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" reduced tc'). a high degree. Ourrent requisitions for these systems are in a
NORS status.

h. IDgiSt ic S

(1) General, The overall logistical status of the Battalion is
satisfactory: accounts are in the process of being reconciled and shortages
of equipment are being reguisitioned,

(2) Supply

(2} Bottalion Supply initinted a program for the reconciliation
of M6l Rifles and also for the inspection of M60 Machineguns, both of which
are accomplished weekly. In addition, all Table of Equipment (T/E) defic-
iencies have been placed on requisition, ‘

(b) 4 Battalion Supply SOP was drafted and distributed.
Disposition is being made on excess and any unserviceable gear. Allowance
lists and component parts lists were prepared and distributed to each
responsible account, .

(¢) The Battalion received one Refrigerating Mechanism, Household
from the redistribution of assets of the 1lst mt_itank Battalion,

(3) Mtor Transport., On 8 December Gunnery Sergeant R. C. SIMPSON
reportcd aboard as the now Motor Transport Chief. On 16 and 17 December a
school was held om 422/1 Mighty Mites and M274 Mules, Twenty-four licenses
were issued at the completion of the training period. Every vehicle that
needed paint hns been taken to lst FSR and repainted. Motor Transport
received two additional MLCL trailers on special allowance by the redis—
tribution of assets of the lst Mtitank BEattalion,

(1) Congtruction., Fnginecrs continue to improve internal road
network and road drainage. They are algo continuing in alleviating the
problems of standing water: by using £ill, In addition, they are near the
completion of reinforcing the observation towar to prevent sinking and
leaning.

i. Civic dction

: (1) MedCaps. A total of 1,059 Vietnamese were treated at the
Baf:talion MedCap station, Two mobile MedCaps were held, one in Thang
Quit, where 150 Victnamese were treated, ond one in Bo Ming, where 228

were treaated,

(2) Psyops. 4 total of 22,400 Psyops leaflets were hand distri-
buted by Marines of this Battalion, IXtensive use of Srmed Propaganda
Teams and loudspeaker teams resulted in 254 hours of Psyops broadeast time,
The themes of the leaflets and broadcasts were, Chieu Hol, rewards, health
and sanitation, Also & new leaflet was introduced explaining why imericans
are in Vietnam, T
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(3) Village Officials. A meeting of the GVN Officials of Dien
Ban District and the Battalion S5 Officer was held on 17 December 1967,
at the Battalion CP. 4s a result of this meeting the Village Chief of
Ky Minh gave the Battalion a list of all VC organizations and names of VC
in his village. /nother meeting is planned for 7 Jdanuary 1968,

(1) Serious Incidents. One Serious Icident was investigated by
the Battalion S~5 Officer, The incident involved a Vietnamese girl who
was wounded during a fire fight in which Marines were involved.

_ (5) Civil iffairs ,ssistance, During December S-5 distributed a
total of 500 lbs of rice and 50 1bs of soap to ngedy Vietnamese, A total
of 550 Christmas bags were given out to Vietnamese children throughout
the TAOR,

(6) Icidents of Special hterest, Oh 12 December 1967 a smll
Vietnamesc girl wes brought to 375‘3 CF with wounds in both hands, It was
determined that she had fallen on an enemy booby trap., Her father made
a taped statement denouncing the VCThwhich was used to meke aerial Broad-

casts in the girl's home village. e girl was medevaced to Danang,

(7} Projects. Two self-help projects are in the planning stages,
They are: a school building in the village of Vinh Kuong and a market
place in the village of Thanh Troung. Material for a way station has been
given to thc 51lst ARVN Regiment but no construction has been started, A
second way station is in the rlanning as soon as the first is completed.

2, Chronology of Bvents

2-6 December -~ Conducted search aznd destroy operation,

10-12 Decerber - Capt J. L. FERNANDEZ assigned duties as 55,

13 December - WO J. 8. BISESI assigned to duty as S~1, !

1l December » Conducted search and destroy operation,
18 December - Conducted cordon and search operaion, E
22 December - WO J. W. BEVIER assigned to duty as S2. ’ :
23 December - Capt G. W. BOWERS assigned to duty as $~3, 1,

23-2), December -~ Conducted search and destroy operation. (See Pel 2)

28-31 December - Conducting Operation AUBURN
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HEADQUARTERS
.3rd Battalion, 5th Marines

: .l_st Marine Division (Rein) FMF o

' PO’San FTaHCIScO, California 96602

3/GWB/plb -
1300 o
27 December 1967 |

-
iw

0071-68 k

23—2h Decenber 1967
‘cation oL Of Oua.ng Nam Province, Republlc of Vietnam,
extreme southwest portlon of the 3/ 5 TAOR,

Lo Comand Headguarters. = See ’Ihsk Oraanlzatlon

5e T sk O anlzatlon |
3_1_cd BattullonJ 5th M:trmes j )(Reln) . LtCol ROCKEY

S Gg_g* S

" Det Med Section ; HES o
. Arty In Tm, "F" Battery 2/11
Air'In T, lst MW <

“MARNELT,

Co K (Rem) | EEet
T PAC A, WSO 35 v TIT Mo |
8lrn Mortar FO Tiy S Oo, 3/5 . . \

Cirty FO TmyvEm Battery 2/11
. Det H&S Co, 3/5 (s~2 Scout/:lnterpreter Tm)
Det Co B lst Ezglneer Bn o

Capt CAHILL.

i "FAc Tm, WS Co, 2/3
<, Bl Mort:.n.EtI’ - BeS €5
Lty B0 T
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS, o
DECLASSIFIED AFTER, 12:-YEARS. © .-
D DIR 200, 10

e oo F Li,i:»-, ,;
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1300
;27 December 1957: o

It dmm
g T

. . 81mn mortar FO ‘Tm, H&S Co 2/5
Arty FO T "EM Battery 2/11
Det H&S 00_2/5 (s-z Scout/mterpreter Tm)

Capt MEADOWS

FAC TH "s TV 2/5

. -Det H&S fb, 2/5 (5-2 Scout/interpreter Tm)

u AR L S The Battalion used artillery frediently in night defensive
fir_e;s.l 'There were 6 H&I/diversionary  fire missions for a total of 50 rounds
sia : h operntlon. %ere were 10i7observed  missions during which

6 f 6T, ,M?crmes ‘ghd“ohe troop 1lfthhree companies )
’pport of the Eebtallon.

DECLASSIFIED
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SHHE@ 100

27 December 1967

7. Intelligence

a. The enemy forces antieipated in the area of operation were not .
expected to exceed ome VG Dattalion and hamlet cells of less than 10 VG,
This intelligence was passed to the Battalion Commender, Staff and Unit .
Commanders in estimate, briefing =nd overlay forn, o

be In addition to the foregoing estimate, the following enemy units.
were identified as being in the general area of the operation or near enough
to pessibly influence the action:

(1) 11st Draftee Bn
(2) o5 _;Qompany . .
(3) Re20th Bn '

¢ Themy forces emcountered by the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines consisted ™
of a small VC force, platoon or smaller, No enemy unit identificationg were
developed- through field interrogations. '

de Ttelligence €ollection and Dvissemination

(1) Point where railroad bed and Highway #, meets, AT 995607 was
boobytrapped prior to our arrival there. Traps. consisted of 7 punji traps with
steel. spikes, 1 boobytrapped MJ9 round (pressure detonating), and 1 trip
stiek with explosive devices These dcvices were destroyed in position. A
(2) . V€ Propaganda leaflets were found in the area of Ha Nong AN
Trung, BT 005568. There were four different types, and copies of each were
sent to Regimental S5-2.° ©~ = o : ' '

(3) Three boats were found and destroyed.
80 Miséion

The 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines was assigned the mission to eapture -
or destroy enemy forces and equirment in the 40,

9. Concept of Operations

On D~1 two companics pre-positioned at Hill 55 and two companies, one
rifle platoon and the Battalion Command Group pre-positicned in the 0056
grid square. - At first light, movement commenced to establish blocking _
positions &y H-hour. Two companies moved on order to the 1LOD and commencec?
search and destroy operations within their Z04; - All units returned to their
parent unit by helocopter or motor march by 1750 on D-day. See Fnclosure 1) S

p———____
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10, IExecution

2, At 231R1CH the Command Group, Comrany K and 2nd platoon Incia
Company commenced motor movement to junction of Highway #1 and Highway i,
end rendezvoused with Company F 2/3, ‘

b, Mt 2313,,0H the Command Group, Company K, 2nd platoen Company I
and Commany E, 2nd Sattalion, 3rd Marincs commenced foot merch from junction
of Highway #1 ond Highway #. to assembly arca (grid 0056),

c. 2t 231450H Comrany E 2/3 at BT 014571 received one sniper round
from treeline approxim~tely 300 mcebers loft flank at BT 014,568, Dismtched
firc}f&,:‘m %0 scarch area, with negative results.

de 4t 231510H Commnnd Grour nt BT 015571 received one émimper round
from treeline on left flank ot 2T 014569, Indla nlatoon Smfchoc‘ aven with
ncgotive results. ' \

‘e 4t 231510H Kilo Camrany at T 004507 spotbed & VO moving south
at 001567. Fired at VC with arproximately 60 rounds 5,56, Scerch of
aren révenled cne blocd trail, (1 VC WIa)(p).

I

f. 4t 231755H Comrany E 2/3 at 008567 rcceived A rounds snipcr fire
from BT 000569. Searchad arca with negative results.

ge b 231850H Comrany K 3/5 ambush natrol st RT 002563 rcceived
apiroximotely 10 rounds smnll arms from DT 001562, which were inaccuratcs
Fheny fire received was nrently reee~ b7 fire., Kilo wmit did not return
fire, =nd continued on aetivity,

he 4t 232040H 2nd +latcon Tdia Company ambush gt DT 011567 received
one incomin> grensde. HReburned 50 M50 rouncds, 40 rowlds M6. Hesults
2 USMC Wli, Sesvched ares with ncgative rosults,

i, At 240030H Compreny & 2/3 detached movement outsige rerimeter,
One M79 round was Ffired toward suspected movement, Heard cries, "Don'tt
fire anymore!, and M"someone has been wounded", Searched areca at first
1light with negative resvlts., ’ :

e At 2L0110H Comreny K (dmbush) received 1 incoming grenade resulbing
in 1 USMC 'Ti. Returnced 5 M9 rounds ~nd L0 M6 rounds, Scarched area at
first 13;*ht with negntive rc-su.l";s.

k. it 2408150 Corrany G 2/5 =t AT 976566 observed 2 VO swimaing
across river from east to west, Tired 3 Lii¥S, 10C 7. 6? rounds and as VC
reeched wost side of viver they entered treeline.  No apparent results,
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27 December 1967
1. it 2408504 at AT 993562 leading elements of Comrany E 2/3

tripped a booby trap (home made C~-ration tire), One Marine was knockod. down by
hlast but not injured.

n, 4t 240855H at AT 984783, Comrany E found A boats, fishing type,
hidden in brush along river. Destrov:d bhoats.,

n. At 240755 Compony B 2/5 ot 2T 985561 saw 3 VO in hizh zrass
coming toward friendly positions. Fircd & rrunds 5.5%, enamy broke
contact and fled to Southwest., Scerched nreo and found hlood stains
in grass alonz a trail.. (1 VC 7I4)

0. At 241030H Company K at AT 980563 (lcading element of swoep
tean) received 10 rounds S/L weapons fire and 20 rounds automatic
wreapons fire from aprroximetely 3 VC in dense grass abt AT 979564,
Returned 50 S/ A M=16 rounds , 700 rounds M=60 MG and 5 M-79 rcunds.
Se:rch of ares revenled e distinct blood trail. (1 VC #I4)

\
. . . - - 3 \
Dy Ab 341010H the Co mand Groun discoverdéd 7 punji pits at \
AT 993577, Punji nits wore destrored in place, \
q. At 2,1050H coordinates 978570 Company K found one booby trap
&0mm moybar with 15 trip wire, Trip wire wos across a traii. Tlew
in place,
r. At 2L1200H at AT 998552 T Company 2/5 discovered three friendly
2,754 rockets and ¢rlindrical carrying nod believed to have accidently
become detached from aircr-ft. Igincers destroved in place,
s. At 241700H Comwany E 2nd Dattalion, 3rd Marines chopred to
rarent wnit, R
t. At 2417C0E Compeny E and Corgany G 2nc Dattalion, 5th Marines
chopred to perent unit.: ‘ : o
u. At 2/170CH Co mand Group and 2nd Flatoon Indie Coupeny displaced
to Comat Dase, ' ‘
v, At 2L170H Company X roturned to Combat Dase.
11, Results
a. - ey .
k!

(1) Total confirmed enemy casunlties were 3 WIA,

(2) The compilation of enemy ecuipment anc rial

or destroyed is included in meracraph 7d. :

captured

b. Friendly- 3 WIA
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12, jdministration. There were no significant administraiive problems or
occurrances on the operztion.

13, Commander!'s Malysis

a, The motor march from the Battalion Patrol Defense Base to the
Junction of National Routes One and Four took one hour and 24 mimutes, This
inordinate amount of time was primarily due to an unusually high traffic
density on ifoute One, . :

b. Security consciousness among small wnit leaders lapsed on certain
occasions during the oreration,

ce Few enemy were encountered in the area of operations, This was
probably due to extensive E&I fires in the area.

1he Recommendations

a., That liaison be effected with the Division Motor Transport Officer
Yo debermine if and when convoys are scheduled along the motor march route.
Unit motor marches could then be planned for neriods of minimum traffic.

b. Unit leaders at all echelons rust stress' and enforce all possible
security measures,
witide Extensive H&I fires and freguent commany 'size operstions are an
effective means of denying the arce of orerations to the enemy and should
be continued,

Y

-

B A o e R
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b. Item - Selection of Target Areq

(1) Discussicn ~ The target arca selected included
a water berrier which divided the ZOL botween the Ranger TF
ond Marine units. The river also served as a FCL/NEL which
In this particular operation proved to be very essential,.
However, when ARVN Rangers retired from the A0 at 271630H,
the river provided the VC with excellent sniper positions and
limjted considersbly the maneuverability of the Marine unit.

(2) Reeommondations. That the target area be small
enough so that the forces availeble can effectively cordon it
off and should include ony barriers which bound it. One
Company can effectively cordon and scarch an arca approx1mately
500 metors sguare and two companies 800 meters squarc.

c, Item - Establlshlng the Cordon.

(1) Discussion, Tc achieve maximum effectiveness from
the cordon, it must completely surrocund the target arca and
it should bes accomplished swiftly and with complete surprise
- to gain maximum effect. Once egain, the target must bte selec-
ted so as to lend itself for the cordon. The cordon does not
have to be immecdiately arcund the target but can be positioned
so ag to cover the terget area by firc and obscrvation.

(2) Recommondation. Use helicopters whenever avail~
eble to position condon 8#Itly and completely. If foot move-
ment isg required to position cordon, move into position prior
to first light, &Establish a complete encirclement ond position
forces s0 as to cover target area completely by fire and ob-
servation., Reposition cordon after initial sweep to completely
consolidate position and provide maximum sceurity for ssarch ’
elements,

'd. Item - Search Techniques.

(1) Discussion. The search was conducted in three
steps. First, the sesarch force aggrcssively moveéd through the
objective to kill, capture or drive the enemy forces into the
cordon, Svcondly, the sweep was reversed and.conducted more
slowly end in detail te uncover enemy forccs which may have
gone undergrounu and/or booby traps. Thirdly, the "Hole
Hunting™ was conducted, Hindsight indicates that step two
is unnecessary and is time consuming with little or no sig-~
nificant benefit. The detailed search must be thoroughly.
organized, coordinated and superV1Sed to insure cumplc -
detailed coverage of the area Palse wal‘ 5
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. A0 by lete sfternoon on the 1lst day.

-out the onemy foress and the seoond step

3121 '
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loceted, some booby-tra eps were uncovered as well as hcles,:
caves, tunnels and punji pits. The search must Le painstak-
ingly slow and thorough with alertness constantly Dmpha31zed.
Scout dogs werec cmployed and can be of great assistance in '
the "Hole HuntingW.

(2) Rocommendstions, That ARVK Commancos be employed
with search clements when availekle and intergrated throughout
Marine unitsto roin maximum effectivencss. (Soce Enclosure (2}))
That the arca be searched twice vice three times with the
Initial swecep boing characterized by aggrcssivencss to route
. the detailed “Hole
Hunting™. That the objective Le orgenized to effect an orderly
and comprehensive scarch with no repetitious movements, (Ses
BEnclosure (3)) The necd for attention to detail cannot be over=
emphasizole ' )

= ‘ ) 4 "'v.", . A - N
© . c P { R TR . el Lt e 2E ]
.
- -

e, Item - Length of Operation.

(1) Discussion. The operation losted 3 days and .3
nights. The initial force to cordon and search arca was

accomplished on the lst day with ARVl Forces - petiring from
C Company, 1/5 chopped
back to parent crganizction early morning of the 2nd day
leaving L Compgny ts eonduct remainder of search., The max-
imum effectiveness of ths search was goined in the first two
days with diminishing enthusicem and effectlveness noted

as tho search extended intc the 3rd daye

(2) BReccommendation.
80 that an intensive

That the target arco be selected
search can be completed within two days.

f. Item = Civil Affairs/Perscnal Response in conjunction
with cordon ond search operations.

(1) Discussion. Commencing the afterncon of D-1,
e MEDCAP/DENTCAP and a md jor Psy Ops effort was ccnducted
in the vicinity of CAP 1, On D-day after the initial sweep
of the area was completed, a complete MED/DENT CAP team pro=-
ceeded with the Commend Group to the objective area. The
response was excellent and it was epparent that such a pro-
gram in the future opérations is desirable. During the MEDCAP
is an excellent opportunity to porsonnelly hand deliver '
Psy Ops leaflets advertizing rewards for booby traps etc.
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(2) Recommendation., That en cxtonsive Psy Ops/

Personal Regponse/MED CALP effort be intergratced anc coordi-
nated with the operation. That maximum cttention be devoted
to this aspect because the people are mors rsceptive to the
presoncc of Morines end will inevitably lead to voluntecring -
of -infcrmations This includes bringing the MED C4P to hamlets

' md villages not readily accessible by use of mules, helicopters -
or ctters 1f neecessorye.

Be Itcm - National Field Police, GVN Officlals and Census
~ Grievence Te ams.:‘

(1) Discussion. Sce paragreph 4d above., The sericus
breech of bosie dignity shown to the ﬁeoplo in the objective
area required immeodiate corrective action and was detrlmontal
to the oversall effort. .

(2) Recommonds tlon. That those assets, if used, be
thoroughly briefcd prior to the operation stressing.the conduct
expectsed. through~out the secarch. That Marines be assigned
to assist, maintain surveillance of and provice security for
these offlciels.

‘h, Item - VC Tactics.

(1)~ Discussion. After opera tlng in “the sime general
area on "tWo occasicns, o pattorn hes developed .that indicates
sniper action incrcascs snarnly commenceing about 30 minutcs
before last light until <Gorlkncss. prevents: furthert.aececurote:
shooting. . Thig $nipsr fire 1s normally . accunate, well controlled
fire from:150 to 300 meters. . Positions ore, so:loccted thet a
borrier, such &8 o river is nonerally\betweon,ﬁriengly;gndﬁcnemy
fOPCbB. ‘i',; v o Q - ey Pl : ,,' CoEano . .

(2) Recomnendation. ‘That M&rlnes uG maﬂe awaro of
this trenc and Thakt . "Stond to™ be carried out durlng the
approprlate poriod uf tlmo.

8. Cqmmandor's Anal gis. Tho oporat1on wes successful in
cquipment end doecuments found but even more valuabtle in éxper-
lences goined. ;. Thc ;planning mustte extremely .deteilsd .and
coordination MeSAsRloUs’ tc. offect the cordon -end ieontain. ;-
the: enomy. .- ARVN. Commandos - -are; wvaluable in wany- ways,ﬂnut;uz41
the least of which is. braining Merincs in ssarch tochniques

by exemple, The velue gained from cocperation with other

ARVR Forccs Sue.£o - ~comiand- controk for -this type operntiqn ‘is
qnest1onable.l”5, I -gs ican - be cf assistance 1n hole hunt1ng
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Government Officizls wust be absclutely controlled or

the MED CLP/Psy Ops cffort will be defeated before it oven

- gets started.

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

DOD DIR 5200.10

/u%%/@

'W. K. ROCKEY .

=
<
&
Z
=
)

10

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

QU BT
TDENTIAL | Yoo’ ot Sttt

ANNEX C (OPERATIONS OVERLAY)
REF: (4) MAP: VIETNAM 1:50,000 |
AMS SERIES L701l SHEET NG 6640 T .

- ———

e e O

- FCL/NFL

" OPERLTIONS OVERLAY
ISSUED WITH 32D BATTALION,
 STH MARIN S FRAG ORDER 23267

57 ——

b | s

00

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAL, EN CLOSﬁﬁE
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS, . -

DOD DIR 520010

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

W E
s
Z e 'H
N 1 Sqd ARVN | 2
1 H
v
LV | . 3/3/L n
N L : Y
L v
A I
. ] L . ﬁ -
< g 1 Sqd ARVN :
A _
j/ ° Iy
. B
\ 2/3/L
v
e 1 e | '
\. | A I : 1 3qd ARVHK
e
P4

‘ | UNCLAS g4y
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; ' : . Dadlif] Jig:y 7
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. ENCLOSURE (Z}7 e |

DOD DIR' 5200.10

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CONFTDENTIAL

. WAA__.M“"_.. .

i URGLASS] qu 0} ;

’

)
|

e v s - \

| f:»<fjﬁ/5 Sqd Soctlons
| ' //

wenpona'Pk e
ﬂsad A8 eut e-Securlty

(X3 "‘\ooo o" ' ...’ iy

(? Squad” Areas Of Responsibility

‘Searches were conducted
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