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To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) 
Via: Commanding Officer, 5th M2rines 

Subj: Conmmnd Chronology for period OlOOOlH to 312400H Dec 1967~ 

Ref: (a) 
(b) 
(c) 

MCO 5750.2A 
FMIi' PacO 5750.8 
DivO 5750.2B 

Enel: /{ll} 
..I( 2) 

Command Chronology Report 
Operat.ion SUtTllill ry for Oper at ion 33-67 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) and 
(c) the Co~nand Chronology for the month of December 1967 is 
hereby submitt4d. 
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PART I 
ORGANIZl~TION.A.L D13!A 

C OMili.ANDER 

• 
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines LtCol W. K. ROCKEY 

H&S Co 

Co I 

Co K 

Co L 

Co M 

XO 

S-l 

S-2 

S-3 

s-4 

S-5 

US11C 

OFF ENL 
~ -
~7 1111 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Capt R. J. l1LRNELL 

capt H. KoLAK01,j JKI Jr 

Capt L. v,r. FARlIffiR 

Capt J. D. NIOTIS 

Ce.pt J. E. MITCHELL 

STAFF OFFICERS 

Haj Ro C. HISE 

lstLt J. H. EORTON 
HO J. S. BISESI 

lstLt D. R. DUNAGAN 
~JO J. j,J. BEVIER 

IvIaj Po E. SHA}: 
Capt G. H. BOHERS 

lstLt F. H. SI'JIITH 

lstLt G. E. OPSLE'I 
Capt J. 1 ... FERNlJIIDEZ 

AVERA,(lE I10NTHLY STRENGTH 

2' 
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OFF 
2 

PERIOD COVERED 

1-12 Dec 1967 
13 Dec 1967 

1-21 Dec 1967 
22 Dec 1967 

1-22 Dec 1967 
23 Dec 1967 

1-7 Dec 1967 
(3 Dec 1967 

USN 

ENL 
49 
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PART II 
NARRAT IVE S U;'TIvUillY 

• 
Battalion infantrY-O.fficer strength received its largest 

input of the yeer with the joining of' 10, 03 Officers during 
December. Personnel turnever in key bi '10)ts 1-WS 1"-(; its werst 
with S-1, 8-2, S-3, and s-5 bi1lnts changing hands. 

Battalion lhtelligence prepared infO.rmntion on enemy activity 
in the ferm 0.1' "intelligence estimates for battalion and 
Cempany size operations. 

Tl'8 enemy cont inucd to we rk in cells of three to' seven and 
their activity included s:z:dping" 36 mining incidents, and 
demelition ef a brid:e and culverts along highway #1. 

Tp.e Battalion completed throe search andcle8.I' operations, 
one C:ordon and search oporntion, f:nd one COl;JT)imy size river _ 
sear'ch openction~ Intensive patrol.ling of the Rocket Belt has 
continued. The Battalion is ct present conducting Operation 
AU3URN. See Enclesure (2). 

A shertar,;;o 0.1' AN/PRC 25 antennn.s reduces ce-:'llilunicrtion ",'\>; 

cnpabilities: ilntennas are in a NORS status. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • PART III 

SEQUEiliTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICUn: EVENTS 

1. Topics 

(a) ~?nnel and Administration 

(I) The Bnttalion began the month of December wth un 
on board strength of 32 !liarine Offic·::.rs" 1118 lV[[;.:rine Enlisted" 
2 Navy Officers" and 45 Navy Enlisted. The current on bo&rd 
strength is 40 Marine Officers, 1217 MerinG Enlisted, 2 Navy 
Officers, and 52 Navy Enlisted. 

(2) Tw·) l'1crine Officers are 'ILD (in excess of 30 days). 
The current effecti va strength of the BattG1 ion is 35 Marine 
Officers nnd 1J92 I1nrine Enlisted. 

(3) Seventy-six Merine Enlisted aYe scheduled for 
rotation during Januc.ry 1968 as shown below: 

MOS 

0141 
0) 
0369 
2511 
2531. 
2533 
2542 
2591 
3051 
3371 

'. 

NUl'1BER 

5 
57 

2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 

(4) Cr-itic£cl j'·lOS Shortages are shown below: 

.NOS JYlL OH 

0.302 34 3'i 
0~02 1 0 
2 15 1. 0 
2867 1 0 
0369 30 19 

CASUALTU::S 

KIA 
TdIA 
'i,TIj~l\TE 

Non.·EosTILE 
DAr 

4. 
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SfTORTLGE 

1 Maj, 3 Lt 
1 Captain 
1 COl'pol'q1 
1 S/Sgt 
1 M/Sgt, 4GySgt, 6 SSgt 
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[MI!$_tnce • 
(1) Porsonnel 

(a) Organic. During the month of Dea-.ber 
the Battdl ion Intelligence/Scont SectiDn lo.::t one scout, Cpl 
0311 end one Intelligence Assistant, Sgt 0311, to normal 
rotf.tirm and joined 3 scout trainees, two PFC IS 0311 nnd one 
Cp1 03ll, rep1ncement. 

(b) J.Ltt[~chments. During the previous month tID 
dog teams were nLtnched, one being withdrawn due to wounds 
received in the field. The IT personnel were withdrawn in 
mid-DecenbDr and returned to Regiment. The remaining 
attcchmonts include two 11P I s, an ITT terun nnd four scout/ 
sn~per teams. 

(2) Informc.tion Collection. The main informvtion 
collection/tar'get QCQuisti r)I1 efforts during the month of 
D0c~mber were directed~rd the analysis of activities 
nnd the continULtion. of' the terrain stUdies or operation~l 
arens. 

(3) Intelligence Reporting. During Decembor, the 
3-2 Secti'J!l has prepared information on enemy activity in 
the form of' intellie;ence estimQtes for bD.ttLlion and company 
size operations. The Battalion 3-2 conducted not less 

, than one bntt2.lion cOI!l;.1W..nd and staff intelligence briefing) 
and small unit briefings 0tlch day. 

(4) Enemy Activity_ 
! " 

.-- . en) Disposed in the TAOR, the local, scmifixed 
Viet C0ng have. 250 to - 300 men nnd 1...r'Jmen under arms. These 
locnl guerrillas hnve been found to be orgcmized into cells 
of from 3 to 7 members ror the conductinG of most activities. 

(b) The local Viet Cong have COntinued their 
Qctivity in sniping, 36 mining incidents, and demolition of 
bridge and culverts along highway #1. 

( c ) The only. known 
force in tho Tf .. OR is .. " 
tho Dien Ban locnl force CO:,lpnny 
Company ~d tho Q.15 CO'1T1!'any. 

perm::mently locnt,,,d enemy 
'. . 

"",hlcrl is ('.lso known EtS Q.ts2 

ttl,} ,The local force and e,'Uerr-illas that operate 
in the TAOR generally remain in col1 size groups to avoid 
suspici<:m but they Gre cnp~·ble of combining to form. reinforced 
squads. 

(5) i:.:RVN '~tto.chments. The Battelion 3-2 Section 
joined ono l .. RVN inter1'p:rieterin mid-Decomber. Presently 
three interpreters En~. employed in support of CombQt operations 
end one is utilizod in the S-5 program. 

~ 
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• The BattLlion presently has five 
Kit Carscm Sc<:;u s one I):it Carson Trainee. During Deoember 
the Kit Carsons have proven themselves em operctLms with this 
Battalion. On tho last 'Jper'ntion two Kit Cnrsonts were wounded 
in the field and raed.-en:cedj they are expected to return 
to duty within one to two weeks. 

(7) Enemy Losses. Tho enemy suffered the following 
casualties as a rosult of action this month: 

KIA (0) 
KIA (F) 
HIll. (C) 
D:3TAINEES 

(8) v/eather. 

3 
13 
4 

45 

(Shown only for December; 
omittoG theleafter) 

(0.) Rain total as of 27th w~s 8.33 in. 
(b) Temp; c.v·,)!'r<:;o high 70; Average low (.1. 
(c) Light: average sunri",e 1654; c vernGG sunset 0529 
(d) Winds; the wind range from 5 to 10 knots • 

(9) Terl"[~in. See Cmnmc.nd Chr0nology for period 
OlOOOlH Oct 67. 

(10) Account of2nem or Destr?yed. 
The largee::u 'lind lJ'C!,S the OCG.t (;n of c. ne factory c.nd rl.ce 
thrashing site lo"ctud in the AT 98(1 grid arotl. Found 
were engine pents [mel c.n engine I vats of 50 gallons cnpr.ci ty, 
500 pounds of cheerconl, C'. r bnt;torios, tubing, pipes, and other 
goal' which weB destroyod. 

ENe Las URE ( 1 ) 
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• c. Train.:ing 

(1) Training :included lectures, demonstrations, and/or application 
in the following subjects: 

(a) Starlight Scope 

(b) Weapons Saf ety 

(c) Space Heater 

(d) Radio procedures 

(e) Spot report s 

(f) Lighting procedures for the monsoon season 

(g) FO & FAe procedure 

(h) Car e and cl eening of M-16 

(i) Med Evac procedures 

(j) FAM firing of individual and crew served \'i'eapons 

(2) Additicnal classes for officers and staff NCOs were held .on 
t'lea.pons Safety. 

(3) The organization conducted six :indoctrination schools. Classes 
on FO/FAe procEXiuresJ and on the care, clean:ing, mintenance, and safety of 
the l~16Al Rifle are :included :in the school syllabus. 

(4) 
this month. 

A1l units Pam fired their individual weapons at least twice 
All crew serve,n ,.reapone have been fj.red. 

Personnel attended the following schools: 

(a) CAG School 

(b) Embarkation School 

(c) NCO Leadership School 

(d) Ammo Tech School 

(e) Infantry v1e'3.pons Repair Course 

(f) Vietnamese language School 

7 
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Lll~WlbLi:~~~~~'fe;.a"ors and Maintenance School Radar 5 

Civic Action mdoctr:ination Course 1 

d. Operations 

(1) At Ol1015H assumed OPOON Comreny E" 2nd Battalion" 3rd Mlr:ines. 

(2) At O1l330H Com:ps.ny L departed Operation No Name 97. 

(3) At 020845H Company M depart ed Oper2.t ion No Name 97. 

(4) At 020945H Alpha CoIIlTilP.J1d Group" Company E" 2nd Battalion" 3rd 
}hr:ines depart£<l on Operation No Name 97. 

(5) At 021100H oommenced Operation No Name 97. 

(6) At 061150H Chopped Company E, 2nd Ba.ttalion, 3rd Marinos to 
parent unit. 

(7) At 06l205H the Alpha. Command Group, Companies L & M returned 
Combat Base term:inat:ing Opera.tion No Name 97. 

(8) At 071000H 1st. pIt Co I o peON 5th Marine Reg:iment security. 

(9) At 081400H 2nd pIt Co L OpeON 1st Marine Division. \ 
\ 

(10) At 091046H 81 mortar platoon l.mile rcg'eterin~ defEnsive fires \, 
on Ha Dong Bridge had (1) one short round of ~JP. Results (1) one !:'lL1 medeva~. 

(11) At 100900H Company K departed to conduct riVer s€arch oper3tion" 

(12) At l10930H 2nd plt Company L returned from Rough Ride:rs. 

(13) At 120930H Company K returned from riVer sc:lrch. 

(14) At 140715H the p~pha Connnand Group, Companies K & L departed 
on Operation JUNCTIDN. 

(15) At 141400H Company K retumoo from Oper8.tion JUNCTIOl1. 

(16) At 141510H the Alpha ColilrnClnd Group returned from Operation 
JUNCTJDN. 

(17) At 162205H 81 mortar pIt firing a mission had one Slmm HE 
., round short. Results were 3 KItts" 35 VUs. 

(l!) At 190630H Alpha Commend Group" Companies K & M dcpart~~ on 
cordon and search operation. 
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LI~~fi~~l. . 4 
. ... 100S40H Company F, 2nd Battalion, 3rd lhr:in0s OPCON 3/5. 

(20) At lS1000H Company H, 2nd Battalion~ 3rd Ji.hrmes opeON 3/5. 

(21) At 181050H Companies F & H, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ms.rine;s 
chopped to parent unit • 

. (22) 1l.t 181655H OpElre..tion cordon & search termmated. 

-(23) At 20l355H 1st pH Conpany I returned from Regimental security. 

(24) At 2ll200H 2nd.p1t Conr;a.ny K chopped to 3/5 from III MAF. 

(25) At 230530H Company E & G, 2nd Battalion" 5th Mlrincs opeON 3/5 •. '-., 

(26) At 23ll)OH Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marinos opeON 3/5. 

(Z7 ) At 231210H -l~pha Command Group" Company K depart cd on operat ion. 

(28) At 2.4l700H_Cllopped Companies E & G, 2nd -&.ttalion" 5th Marines 
·---toparent-.unit._ . 

(29) At ·ZU7COH-(:hopped ColJlpany E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Ms.rines 
-to'-parent mlit • 

. " -- ....... 

---- . - . - (30) At 241700H ftphaCammand Group' and Company K returned from 
.- ---.:-.. Operat.ion. 
--.-,.~. 

-. -_._--- - _ .,.:--. (31) At 271500H Company E, 2nd Battalionl 3m . Marines OPCON 3/5 .. --.- -

/ (32) At 28083 5H.UPha. Connn311d Group, Company- r .. and Complny- E2nd-- .,-.-• 
. / Battalion." 3rd M:tr:incs departc-d Oporatjon 11UBORN. 

(33) ··Operation AUBURN in progr()ss.'·f~om 28063 5H~nd conil:inuin£.~. SQQ·· 
Aft.er Action Report to be submitted upon termine.tion of oper"l.tionl) 

e. l:'.rtillery Support 

(1) Batt ery F .. 2/ll was in direct support of this 139.ttalion during 
December, . 

. (2) Battery W, 3/11 supported tris B:l.ttalion during the tiE1C :;.: 

-"Battery W8..S displacing on 31 December 1967. 

(3) Bs.ttery F supportoo cornb:ined o~ations during 1-6 .. 14 and 
IS December 1967 , from provious }:'Osistions and is supporting Operation llUBURN 
from Dien Ban and Hill 55. 

9 
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(4) There are four Artillery Officers assigned to this Battalion. 
Company I has an enlisted Forward Observer. 

~~'~!~~-;;i'\'-SU~~~~l~ 
'.".\"\1\\ r:t:: :..J"~J-, lSlblJ \)\)0= \;=~ 

L-_...-l~~a~t:!~l1C~Su!Ur .. ~o2Jr~t. During December" 57 air strikes were 
conducted in support of t.'1.ctic0,1 orcrations of which 50 were in support 
of Operation AUBURN. 

(2) Heliccopter Support 

(a) 57 Medevacs" in1ud:ing 11 emergency medevacs. 

(b) . One assault landing 1.-lith helicopter gun suPPr.'rt • 

(c) 14 visual reconnaisance flights, 

(3) :orts. 14 missions (observation and 
artillery/air by AO Is. On Operation AUBURN each day WlS considered as one 
missiOn 'duo to almost constant presence of AO on station. 

(4) ,.Em:-sonneJ.;o There were two :S.1J/F; .. C Officers assigned to tho 
Battalion. Sufficient tra.ined persoilnel were available to provide radio 
too-Ins a.t company ,".m ba.tte.lion level. 

g. Conmtmications 

(1) Me9.ns 

(n) Primary means of COr!x'runic:'.tiol1s ,.rith:in the Battalion were 
AN/PRe 25 radios. AprroxLu.tcly 10 to 15 percent w~,ro not nvail...q,ble due to 
required repair work. /~vailn.ble assots h'"v€ bun completely committed and 

. ali requirements for. :~.N/:rRC-25s met. 

(b) Teletype communications to senior .units has been both by 
radio relay and lnndline. L:l.lldline has bocome prilr"".ry with radio relay as 
backup. Total down time, based on 24 hours usage daily, was arproximEltcl.y 
19 hours. 

, 
(c) JU1 cormrrunications equipment has boE1'l insf(;cted and 

action taken to correct any operat:l_~:>nai discr.epar.cies. 

(d) A complete administrative :inspection h'.'.s been coapletoo 
and corrective action is taking place in the 3l'G.:lS of conununicJ.ticns supply 
and requirr.-d records for the nn inta mence of ~quipm~;nt. 

(2} Problan Areas. The effectiveness of tho :.N/PRC 25 radio is 
becoming seriously 1lilpaired by the bck of pli'0per antennas. PRC-6 antennas 
have been modified to fit, but on frequencic~ below 47 mes power output is 

10 .. [ lIDOOlG1!!.a] 
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• 
reduced to a high degree. Current requisitions for thGse systems are in a 
NORS status. 

h. Loeistics 

(1) General. The overall logistical status of the Battalion is 
satisfactory: a.ccounts ~re in the process of being reconciled and shortages 
of equipment are b8ing roquisitionEd, 

(2) SupPly 

(a) futtalion Supply initjated a program for the reconcUhtion 
of Ml.6iJ. Rifles and also for tho insp(;ction of M60 r·bch:ineguns" both of which 
are accomplished weekly. In addition" nll Th.ble of Equipment (TIE) defic-
iencies have been placed on requisition. ' 

(b) A B:l.ttalion Supply SOP was drafted and distributed. 
Disposition is being made on excess i"nd any unserviceable goal'. ..Ulowance 
lists and component p9.rts lists were prepared and distributed to each 
responsible account. 

(c) The Battalion received one Refriger~ting Mechanisml Household 
from the redistribution of assets of the 1st f;ntitcmk mtta1ion. 

(3) I<btor Transport. On 8 December Gunnery Sergeant R. C. SlMPSON 
report cd aboard as the nm..r YlOtor Transport Chief. On 16 ,9.nd 17 December a 
school ~s held 'on. 4221.1 Mighty Mitos and Yr274 Mules. Twenty-four licenses 
were issued at the completion of the kaining period. Every vehicle that 
needed p<:'1.int has been takw to 1st F8.t1 and repainted. l-btor Transport 
received two additional m.Ol trailors on sp8cial allowance by the redis-
tribution q:f assets of the 1st Au,tit0.nk Ehttalion. ' 

(4) _Construction~ Ehginoors continue to improve int€:l'nal road ';, 
network and road drainage. They -?.l:'e also continuing :in alleviating the 
problems of standing water' by using fll1~ In addition, they are near the 
completion of reinforcing the observation tower to prevent s~ing and 
leaning. 

i. Civic Action 

(1) MedC9.ps. A total of 1,059 Vietnamese were'treated at tho 
Battalion MedCap station. Two mobile Med03.ps were held, one :in Thang 
Quit, where 150 Vietnamese were treated, .?nd one in Eo Mung, where 228 
were tree. ted. 

(2) !sYom. lL total of 22,400 Psy-ops lc?.flets were hand distri­
buted by Marmes of this B."I.ttalion. Ectensive Use of i~med Proplganda 
Teams end Ioudspe9.ker to.'Ol,ms resulted in 25~ Lours of Psyop~ bro'adcast time. 
The themes of the leaflets and broadcasts were, Chieu Hoi l rewards, health 
and sanitationz, fJ.so a new lC3.flct was introduced explain~ __ . Americans 
are in Vietnam. ,----~n- I • \ ~~~~rr-\n . ~ ~ ,r?q ~!D 

11 \ I-WU\J0:!JL::o - ~-
I _.--------
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~l. 4 
.. (3) DVUlMC Officials. A meeting of the' GVN Officials of Dien 

Ban District and thE; Battalion S-5 Officer was held on 17 December 1967, 
at the B3.ttalion CP. li.s a result of this meeting the Village Chief of 
I\v Minh g::J.vc the Battalion a list of all VC organizations and names of VC 
in his vill:'l.go. iU'lOther meeting is pL'lnncd for 7 January 1965. . 

(4) Serious Incidents. One Serious !ncidont W3.s investigated by 
the l33.ttalion 5-5 Officer. The incident involv€d a Vietnamese girl who 
was wounded during a fire fight in which M<1.rincs were involved. 

(5) Civil Affairs l.ssistance. During December &,.5 distributE:d a 
total of 500 Ibs of rice and 50 1bs of soap to needy Vietnamese. A total 
of 550 Christrrns bags were given out to Vietnamese children throughout 
the TAOR. 

(6) lhs.idents of Special lhterest. Ch 12 December 1967 a snall 
Vietnamese girl was brought to '375 ts OF with wounds in both hands. It was 
determined that she had fallen on an enemy booby trap. Her father mde' 
a taped statement denounc:ing the VC~ 'Which was used to make aerial broad­
casts in the girl's home vill.:'.ge.J.he girl wa.s mcdevacod to Imlang. 

(7) 1J:o.jects~ Two self-help projects e.re in the planning stages. 
They are: a school buildfug in the village of Vinh Kuong and a market 
place in the; vil1ngc of 'Iho.nh Troung. futerial for <l. l'ny station has been 
given to the 51st ~\RVN Regiment but no construction has been stllrted,. A 
second way station is in the pla.nning as soon as the first is cotlr;tetcd. 

2. Chronology 0 f Events 

2-6 Decemb er Conducted search ::-.ncl destroy operation. 

10-12 DecerJber - Chpt J. : •• FERIV.NDEZ assigned duties as 5-5. 

13 December - wo J. S. BISESI assignee, to duty as 5-1. 
o¢ 

14 Decernb er - Conducted search and destroy operation. 

IS December - Conducted cordon and BOurch opera ion. 

22 December - WO J. llf. BEVIER assigned to duty as 5-2. 

23 December - CE.pt G. W. BOttlERS assigned to duty as 5-3. 

" 23-24 December - Conducted search and destroy operation. (See Rhci 2) 

2S-31 December - Conducting Oper~tion AUBURN 

12 
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HEADQUARTERS 
.3rd Eattalion,5th Marines 

1st Marme, Divis;l()Il (Rein) FNF 
"~"""'-""!:J:V" fen' Franc~spo I California 96602 

. ,',: 

l~ cLoit~ ·N9.!!i.[.~:;·33~6T' 

. 2~ ~t~·di:.6hetritibti~ 23--24 December 1967 

3/GWB/plb 
1300 
27 Decernber1967 

3~ ·ili·~ti.6ri,o::t:bp-e~ati6p~· 'Quarig'Narrr~ovln~e~ Republic of Vietnam6 

extreme soutl1west portion of the. 3/5. TAOR. . 
- " 

4. Comm~d H~dg~~ters.: See Task' Q;;.ganization 

5. Task. Orgarilza tian' .• ~ 
/.;". 

.;.~ ;,", i" ", . ,:". \ 

DetM~ Sectioh1' H~cS ch. 
Jirty 1ri 'Ih1, "F /I Da tt ery 2/11 
fu Ln Trn,lst HAW 
. . . 

~ .1\ (Rein.l capt FARMER 

i:,;" :".- ~Co ·~l(;:T:L.··;~'-:.l?:.:.~;· '~;':" ::."~.:: .,' 
FAC:rm" ~H&B':o:f:3V5:;):':. ;'-: ;:~.' 
SlmI!d·lOrtaf. ruTIn;: H&S<h, 3/5 

. <itr'tyFOi'ffi~; :liF!1iB3.tt:erY2!1l . . . 
.. DetH.&& Co, 3/5 (8-2 scout/interpret~ Tm) 

"" .::. bet::o.:, B;: '}siV;Rigirleer"" ~Brl 

1 ,,", ~ ~---- ~=--~-'- -::--"'-
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••••• ...... ,.' • .~.;. 

~ ..•... " .'.: .. '. 

.. ." 1300 
··27 December 1967 

e// 
/ 

/ 
/' 

. ~; . 

atd Piatbon. Comp:llw I 

\.: .. :' 

',-I, t 

,'. eo'~ ':y .: .';,' > '. '.' 

F.ACcrhi;:H&S::CCi:! 2/5' . 

Lt~. 
;. ........ 

. Mfjor DYER " 

.,Ca,pt MCKEE 

~:tmm ~qrta.r FOTn, H&S Co 2/5 
Art " . ro ':fui" "E"iBs. tt er 2/11 .' y, ... '. y 
pet ~,SJ'p.2/5 (8-2 Scout/interpreter TIn) 

&'G{Reih,:#s ' ~pt MEADo\\TS 
. \ 

. Go G. ,c.·I,:.; .. ' " " 
~ Fl1£Tfu~\J&S'&r2/5·. 
'S'lmm nl:9~:a.r::~. 'fIh, H&S Co 2/5 

l'i:i:'tyFO~'liElli Battery 2/ll 
,Det H&S &:>"2/5, (~2·;sc()u:t/~te~preter Tm) -. . , . ~ 

, t;;:">~3!*),··;cPibf{{ ,th€'·c6illi'!lciic'ci:t~rit·o'fthe;;; op~ra tions ~n 231210H until 
ter~$ati~!1;P2Al1:OOR, the Battalion hc:ld direct artiliery Support from "FI! 
B3.t~.cl,y;'EJf:~::t:hel;~d Battalion, 11th M:l.rmes • 

. ; -I.' 

\ 

.:;;::::.;,Lll.a)2:.~Thf,),,~Ban'allQn usc4 artillery fr:et!Ukln;tly in night defensive 
fires. ,'.b1ere wPre6 H&!/ctiversione.ry fire missions for a total ,of 50 rounds 
jn .taj;);~~i.0f\ih~;:operatiori~ 'lpere were lOi,'o'b'servdcf missions dur:ing which 
a to'tal, 01' 200 'r~.)Unds I'Tere, expmded • 

~1~·~;t.~,~~J.}~~~-1~;~~.1.~ ... '. ," -". ." ' 
b~. 

a, • I,. 

'\J>(i~"i~iok;;bii:a:n aer:ial cbserver 1..aS effectively utilize<i for 

reconnai~~~~e~I.~:";';"'·r: .. i~;'~;, ::' ~ I' 
:;~(2J (~'on'e':-::M4deVa~:;:f&r,/5'-~r-mes'\ihd:::ohe troop 1iftKthree companies) 

_. f'1.o"il)'iri .,support of the B$tnlion. : ~ 
j~~;'~:~~~·.,·.~~~%'~.~i·.) .. ;L.~:~l5.· , . t"· ;:.~~. ':"f'~~ ~~i: .. / /.~";:"5 1-M_-., -~--"'ID) 1 
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7. Intelligence 

a. The enemy forces anticipated in the area of operation were not 
expectod to exceed one VC Blttalion and hamlet cells of· less than 10 VC. 
This intelligence vTaS p~'.ssed to the Battalion Commander, Staff and Unit : 
Commanders in cstir<late, bricfmg ;:.nd overlay forLl. 

b. In addition to the foregoing est:imate, the followmg enemy units. 
were identified as being jn the gener31 area of the operation or near enough" 
to possibly :inflUence the action: 

, 

(1) 41st Draftee Bn 

(2) Q-15 pompany 

(3) R-.2Oth En 
\ ." 
\' 

\ 
c. lhemy forces. encountered by the.3rd Battalion, 5th Harmes consisted '-." 

of a small VC force, platoon or smaller. No enemy unit identifications were 
developeq· through field interrogations. 

d. lntelligence Collecti~n and Dissemination 

(1) Point where railroad bed "'.rid H:ighmy #4 meets, AT 995607 -was 
boobytrapped prior to our arrival there. ~rape· consisted of "l punji traps with 
steel spikes, 1 baobytrapped }1f19 round (pressure detonatmg), and 1 trip 
sti~'k with explosive device. 'I'hvse dcvj.ces were destroyed in position. 

. ... 

(21 VCPropagandct leaflets were found in the area of Ha Nong ''''',,-
Trung, BT 005568. There were four different types" and copies of each were 
sent to RegimentalS-2. ,. 

(3) Threebo<1ts were found c:nd destroyed. 

8. Mission 

The 3rd Ihttalion, 5th j[ar:inos "tls assignE4 the mission to ca.pture 
or destroy enemy forces andequit;ment in the AO. 

9. Concent of Operations 

On D-l two comPanies pre-positioned at Hill 55 <md two companies, one 
rifle platoon and the Battalion CortL.llnnd Group pre-positioned :in the 0056 
grid square. At first lightl movement commenced to establish blocking 
~5itions bJ' H-hour. Two companies moved on order to the LOD and commenced. 
search and destroy operations within their ZOA. All units returned .to their 
parent unit by helocopter or motor march by 17 50 on D-day. (See Ehclosure 1) >,\ . ._l~J'~ 

3 
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10, EXec~tion 

2.. llt2.31210H the COTI1>::1.:"l1lcL Grou::" COmT\~ny K ancl 2nd plt.',toon Indi:3. 
Comi>"1ny commGt1ccc~ motor movement to' junction of High,..ay /11 2,nel HiGhway 1'/4, 
e.nd r~dezvousecl ,.,ith Cor;1I'any E 2/3. 

h. At 23l340H the Command Group, Company K, 2nd platoon CompanJr I 
Mel COErpany E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Harmes commmced foot m,'1,rch from junction 
of Highway #1 C',nd Highway #4 to ass Glnbl;r o.ree, (gricl 0056). 

c, :,t 231h50H Con~'any E 2/3 at ET 014571, rccc3ivc:cl on,e:sniper round 
from trcclinc aJ:proxiJl1i"toly 300 meters lc:ft f1nnk ',it DT O1h568. DispltchE-D. 
fircfe2I<l to scr:;rch area.~ ,'rith nog,,,tiv0 r~su:l.ts. ' 

\ 

d. :,t 231510H COli1ITl:;D.(: Grow r, t DT 015571 recoivoclone .Sm.ll,~ round 
from treol:inc on loft flank at DT 01!+5!$S. Jhclio. ~~latoon s.cC'rched '?}~8J, "·T'.th 
nC82tivo results. 

e. j,t 23l510H Kilo Com;:any),t nT OO~.567 spottcc~ 6 VC I2l0ViJl~ south 
at 001567. Fired at VC with ,?,~:;proxj':';1ately 60 rounc:s 5.56. SCF'.l'ch of 
arm r()v0.':'.l(;-cl 0110 blocc-l. tI'8il. (1 VC WIlt) (p). 

\ .\ 

f. J'.t 231755H COH~~,any E 2/3 e..t 008567 rcceiv(:d L,. r01.U1c1s sniror fjI'e 
from DT 009569. Sc,,\rchcc~ arc'l 1;rith ne2;::ttivo results. 

is • :~t 23l850H COTll1-e..ny K 3/5 I'nbush ;OctroI i'.t 
aprrox:Ulntcly 10 ri)lmc~.s s:r~1'),11 ('rms ?rom DT 001562, 
fueLl~r :(il~G received "·12.8 o."l.laren:cl'" r€('("'~ J-,~t !jro. 
firo, 2.l1cl ccnt.:'mucd on activity. 

DT 002563 rcceivcc'~ 
v;rh:! .. ch ,\,yCl'e inaccur,,\'cc. 
Kilo unit did not return 

h. At 232040H 2nd ;~l",tcon Ji1dh ComI,any ambush cit DT 011567 received 
one incom:iJl? grcnJ,cle. Returned 50 H30 roul1c~s, 1.:0 rOl'J.1ds 111.6. Results 
2 USHC ~IIll.. Se"xcht:D. a.I'en. l.rithn\.g~1."c:.i.vc results. 

i. itt 240030H CompD,ny §f 2/3 detached niovet1E!lt outsic~o per:imeter. 
One m9 roun.c~'V<T2.S fjJ:od t01lrlr0. Sl1SpoCtE:.'CL movement. I-kard cries, IIDon tt 
fire anYTt10rU Il , cc.c'1("1. IIS0Tl1W!UG has been "\rJ"ounded ". 'Searcher' area at first 
l~: ht Hith n ega tive r esul ts • 

j.lit 240110H COJ11;-2.ny Ii: (ambush) rGcGivsC'~ 1 i..'1cc'ming grenade .re8ultjng 
in 1 USEe :TH. ·rtetum(;cl 5 liI/9 r)uncls ;>11(.1 lr m.6 r''l1..1':'1ds. SG!:\~<ched 2.~ea at 
f::iJ.'st Ii;~ht Hith n0[/"t.iv( results. 

k. lit 2l~0815H Com:·E1.ny G 2/5 ;:::1:. AT 976566 . ObS8rVGC~ 2 VC Sw:irfllidnS 
across river from C2.st to Hest. Fil.~ed 3 L'~·:."PS, 100 7 .62 rounc~s 2nd as' VC 
rC8,chccJ. vFst sic~e of :cj_vor they ent.ered treel:i11e •. No [\.;;,paront. res1.uts. 

4 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
1300 
Z7 December 1967 

1. .itt 240g50~i a t "'~T 993562 lEk".0.:Jng elements of Corl1:.~any E '2/') 
trippecc a booby trap (home r,,-2fle C-r2.tion ty;-'e). ODe Harine '''2,S lmockcd. d;)vm by 
blast but not injured. 

m. lit 2M)855H at Sl' 984783, COJn:'·""n:::r E found i" boats, fishing type, 
hidden jn brush along river. Dcstro";,u boats. 

n. At ?1:D:55 COF1PO.i-W E 2/5 cJ,t ,"}: 985581 82.1·r 3 VC':in high grass 
coming towc1rd friendly ~)ositions. rircc~ (; :;,~,:'unds 5.5(, 8L'18111Y broke 
contact :cnd flod to SoUth-V;8St. Scorched C,:;"80. 3.nl~l found ')locJcl sUlins 
in e;rass alonz a tra.a •. (J. VC -·~lji.) 

o. At 241030H CotllJ,J.ny Ie 2.t ;\T 900563 (lco.djng e.lelloot of sT!J"::ep 
teO-Hi) roceive:l 10 roun.cls S/l~ HOi."pOns fire '3.nd 2(; rounc~s p.uto1latic 
1:r"'i?pC1T!.S i:iro from .3,rYroxii.1~,tely :3 VC in dense 6-L)~'S at L'T 979561: .• 
RetUl"l1ec1 50 S/A H-16 rounds, -:()() rcuncls H-60 MG 2J1.d 5 i"I-79 rOlmds. 
Sc;'Tch of OlrCC. reve"led :'n8 distinct blood t':''lil. (1 VO HE) 

p. At 3l~010H the Co mand GrOll:,! discovered 7 runji fits D.-G 
AT 9~"3577. Funji rits vrol'c; clestrcycc: iLl ~)l.:1co. 

q. At 21.~(;50H coorclil1<?tes 978570 Comp9.ny K found one bO'Jby trap 
60mm Tilortar with 15 11 trip elline. Trip wire was across a traiL mew' 
:in' pIe.ce. 

r. At ~lLl,'200H 3.t fiT 99~{y58~. E Compimy 2/5 discolJ"ered three frienaly 
.2.75 11 rockets and c"-linc:ricaJ. CO,Trying poel belioved to have acc:iJ::lently 
become cleJCJ,cbc.'Cl from aircr".ft. Ihg:iJ.1Ccrs c~e::tro:.r~;ci i:.1 place. 

s. ht 24.1700H Conr,an;" E 2nd D:lttalion, 3rcl H~rjnes chorred. to 
p."".rent unit. 

t. At 2.~.17COE cOEI.piny E <1nc~ CO:lp.ny G 2nl~ Battalion;. 5th Mar::U1es 
chop:-ed to p2.rent unit. 

u. At 2!!.1700H COl:1G.ncl Glo01.'}) .::'J.1C~ 2nd Fl,'::,toon belir. C("l' .. lp2,ny displc,ced 
to Combat D.'),se. 

11. Resu..,lts 

(1) Total confirmed enemy c2.8ualties ",TOre 3 irHA. 

(2) The COT:lpilation of enemy C0uit,ment 
or (~estrayecl is mcluded in p,".ra·Srtlph 7d. 

5 
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12. Adnljl1istration. T'l1ere l>ITOre no significant administrative problems or 
occurrances on the oper::.tion. 

13. ConID1?J1der 's mall-sis 

a. The motor JmTch from the Battalion Patrol Defense fuse to the 
junction of Ne.tional Routes One and Four took one hour and 24. minutes. This 
inord:incl,to amount of t:!I:lG 'V-rns pr:L~?rily due to::J.n unusually high traffic 
density on Route One. 

b. Security consciousness among small unit leaders lapsed on certain 
occasions dur iD.{s the oper2"t ion. 

c. Few enenw wero encountered. :in the E!.l"ea of oper,ltj.ons. This l~ns 
probabl;(" (~ue to extensive H&I fires j~1 the ar0c'1.. 

11;.... Reconnnenda t ion s 

a. That liaison be effected l·.ritb the Division MOtor Transport Officer 
to determj,ne if and ",men convoys are scheduled along the motor march route. 
Unit motor marches could then be planned for periods of mininwn traffic. 

b. Unit leaders at all echelons :t:mst stress' i,).nd enforce all possible 
security mecl.sures. 

'! ~:.' 

~,;"; ·e. EKtensive H&I fires Dnd frequent comnanysize o;Jer~tions a.re an 
effect.hre means of clenyin.[~ tbc arc"c. of oJ'or"'::,:iOlis to the" 0neni~r'''lnd should 
QE;, cont/:ln.u()(.~. 

. "", , 

" .,; 

,". ,".' ". 

- \ 

",.', 

R. C. [lIISE 
B~r direction 

_ .. c; > : ': ,". "" ... ~ • 

6 
.. ["'rr~MEW] 
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b. IteM - Selection of Target Are~ 

(1) Discussion - The target urou selected included 
a water burrier which di vidod tho ZOl;,botween the Rnnger TF 
and Mnrine units. The river o.lso served as a FCLA~BL which 
tn this particular operation proved to be very essential., 
.Howevor, whonARVN Rangers retired from the AO at 271630H, 
the river provided tho VC with excellent sniper positions and 
1imi ted considor2~b1y the maneuvorabi11 ty of the Marine unit. 

(2) Recommondations. That tho target area be small 
enough s·o that the forc~s avai1cb10 can effectively cordon it 
off nnc1 should. include nny barri ers whi eh bound it. One 
Company can effectively cordon and search on area approximately 
500 metors square and two companios 800 meters squaro. . 

c. Item - Establishing the Cordon. - -
(1) Discussion. To achieve maximum effectiveness from 

the cordon, it must completely surround the target o..roa and 
it· should be nccomplishcd swiftly cnd with complete surprise 
to gain maximum effect. Once again, tho target must te seloc­
ted so us to lend itselr for the cordon. The cordon does not 
have to be il11medi'ltoly around tho target but can be positioned 
so as to cover tho tE'.rget area by firo and obscrv.ation. 

(2) ROCotnnlOndation. Use helicopters whenever avail­
able to position condon iattly and completely. If root move­
ment is required to position cordon, move into position prior 
to first light. Establish ~ complete encirclement end 'position 
forces so as to cover target area completely by fire and ob­
servation. Repos.itioncordon after initial sweep to compJ,.etely 
consolidate position and provide maximum security for soarch 
elements • 

. d. Item - Search Techniques. 
- I 

(1) Discussion. The search was conducted in three 
steps. First, tho search force aggressively moved through the 
objective to kill, capture ,or drive the enemy forces into the 
cordon. Secundly~ the sweep was revorsod and,cr;nducted more 
slowly and in detnil to uncover enemy forces which may have 
gone underground and/or booby trnps. Thirdly, the "Hole 
Hunting" was conducted., Hindsight indicr.tes that step two 
is unnecossary and is time consuming with little or no sig­
nificant benefit. The detniled soarch must be thoroughly. 
organizod, coordinated and suporvised ~t~o~~~~~i.ii~~1 detailed covercge of the uroa. False ~ 
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located, some booby-trc.ps were uncovered as well as heles, 
caves, tunnels nnd punji pits. The s enr'ch mus t be j?ainstclr­
ingly· slow and thorough wi th o.lertness c\mstnntly emphasized. 
Scout dogs were employed rund can be of gruat assistance in 
the 'tHole HUn tinS'\. 

(2) Recommendations. That ARVl\i Commandos be employed 
with search cloments when ['.vuilc.t10 end intergro.ted throughout 
Marine unitsto cain maximum effectivenoss. (Soe Enclosure (2)) 
Tha1:; the area be searched twice vice . three times with the 
initial sweep being chara.ctcrizod by aggressiveness yO route 
out tho enemy f'orc.:Js una tho seoond step . the detailed "Hole 
Huntingft. That the objective l;)eorgnnized to effectnn orderly 
and comprehensive search with no repetitious movements. (See 
Enclosure (])) The need for attention to det[dl cor..not be over-
emphasizo\!. 

. -, ·r • r _ •• f.. \. . . ~ _...... ~ .. ;:. .J 

f' .,' 
. " 

e. ~ - Length of Operation. 

(1) Discussion. Tho operation lc.sted 3 GUYS nnel·3 
nig..",ts. The ini tinl f'orce to cordon nnd search cren wus 
accomplished on the 1st day with AR~~ Forces . reti~lnG from 
itO by Inte ~.fternoon on the 1st day. C Company, 1/5 chopped 
buck to parent organizction early morning of the Znd day 
leaving. L Company t') conduct remainder of search. The max­
imum e:t'f'ecti veness of th·i) march was Be.ined in the f'irst two 
dayswith.dirninishins onthusinsm und effectiveness noted 
us tho search extended into the 3rd dey. 

(2) Recommendation. Thnt tho tarset area bo selected 
so that on intensive sec-rcll cem bo COIi1:LJlctvd within two days. 

f. Itom - Civil Affairs/Personal Response in conjunction 
with cor~nnd search operations. 

(1) Discussion. Commencing tho nf'ternoon of' D-l, 
a MEDCAP/DENTCAP and a major Psy Ops ef'fOJ~t was ccmducted 
in tho vicinity of CAP 1. On D-day ufter the initial sweep 
of the nrea was comp],ct6d,. n complete HED/DENT Cl ... P tenm pro­
ceeded with the Commnnd Group to tho objective area. The 
response wes ~xcellent Dnd it was npparent that such a pro­
gram in the f'uture operations is desirable. During the MEDCAP 
is an excellent opportunity to personnelly hand deliver ~ . 
Psy Ops leaflets advertizing rewards for booby traps etc. 
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(2) Recommendation. Tha.t en extonsive Pay Opal • 
Personal Roaponaen~D Cl~ effort be intergratcd m~c coordi-
nated with tho oDoration. Thut maximum cttontion be devoted 
to this aspect because, the people 0.1'13 more re~eptive to the 
presence of Marinos end will inevita.bly lend to volunteering 
of'informntion.' This includes bringing the MED Cil.P to homlets. 
one villages r'tot ref.',dily accessible by use of mules, helicop·ters ' 
or'otters it necossv~y. 

g. Item .'Nationc.l Field Polico, GVN Officials' nnd Census 
Grievance Toruns. ,', 

(1) Discussion. S00 pnrngrr,;ili 4d above. ,The aeI'ioua 
broech of ba.aic dignity shawn to the people in the objoctivo 
area requirodimmodiate corrective nction and was ·detrimontal 
to the overall effort. . 

(2) Recommendation. Thnt those nssots, if used, be 
thoroughly briefed prior to the operation stress.i.ng,thc conduct 
expected. through-out the search. That i'Ia~in0s '!.:Ie assigned 
to assist, maintain surveillance of and provice security f0r 
these officials. 

h. ~ - VC Tactics. 

'-., ,,",;:Y.' tLL' Discussion. ' lU'ter operating in't:h,~" Sf\IDC e;cnerol" 
aren 'cS'il··''EwO''6c'cnsie:ns, r.. pattern hc.~ dovelope:~d ",thnt:. in.di(c~a:t;es 
sniper action inc:roO,s.:;s sha.rply cOl'nl"lloncing ribout 30 minutes' 
be foro la,s:t': ligl+t .:t.lnti,l 'c1c.rkncss, :prevynts,:,rU:P,t;he;r:':,(lCQ.ur.{l,te . 
shooting •. ,Tl:l~~·'t3n!·por'"riro.·i~;s:n<)I'mJ1.11y,c::cc:UI\cte,'JielJC.Qn~trollod 
:e;tre frqffi,:15,o.to 300 TJ.ctc.rs .:, ~os$tiqn.:;J. (lre-"sp/lQcc,tcd~t~1(rt !1 
b~lr~;te~: s:uch t::,snr;tv.::r :ls gono!,nl1y',betw0on ,:t;r,ic:n..9::\'y ,tm~,;cmemy 
forces·-, .<. ,:.': .. .... J ~~:, L ,_,._. _ "" .~.: 1.,;' :.". 

:,'. ", ",(2·{·"R~c.OtilIilenddt·i;~~:·:Th~i'~'ki~~inos be '~ndo .awnr~.~i<·.~>;:.> 
this t~rend;nndtl:l4t :(~StJmd t'~tibe~nrr'icci.out du.rin-g tho' 
approprl a to·' porfodoi "time. 

':' ;~ • '." ,~',". ,"" "._.~ .~, ' ••. ~ .• " .,I,~ 1 t '--'~ (:.\ '~,~ .! j _ <: ". _._ "':-} _ '. . ,.:-, ,,'! • 

8" •. ,' ,C.omnlanaoi'.~,s', ,Analysis. Tho opero:tion we.s successful ~n 
equipment und documents found but oven more vnluatle in exper­
iences go,~n:'Cd. ;:~TAEl';p'lapning must-;l:'~ ,e,x;tr,E)lnely "c,e"tcdlG..d ;:qI}(t ',',:, 
c.oC':!:!,d,ina:l:;ion. ;~'()"~s,:: tQ;. e-t'fec,t:tJl,O c.or'd.on ~!ancL c.ontlJin,; ;;'.',., 
the enomy·~." lillVNCO~"Ilnri-dos ;:Q;~Et ,vnl:Ullblp in r~o.ny ",Ways 1:.;!:nQ,:t;,~:: ., 
tho Jenst, <.!f:-~,hi~~b ,j"a:; ,trtlining Mc.rinos in search tochniques. 
by example. Tho vclue gained fromcooporation with otper 
ARVl~ Forde:~; du~> e:t,Q ;·corm,un.nd" ppn t~pl! !':o~ .''i~pi§ ,~yp,e~ opel!{Lt.iop 'i~s 
ques:ti,;()nP;'ble~.;-'Scout::-DQGs·i(Hm bo rcta.s,~istan~e ,in ,ho,I;0 :hUPti:l'l'g.:., 

•• • • • b ,__ ,-
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also. Government orficiala laust be absolutoly controlled or 
the MED.OAP/Psy Ops effort will be defented bBi'ore it oven 
gets started. " 
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ANNEX C (OPERATIONS OVERLAY) 
REF: (A) MAP: VIETNAM 1: 50,000 
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OPERATIONS OVERLAY 
ISSUED WITH 3iID B.L{'1'Tl~LION" I 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
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Searches were conducted 
from outboard to inboard & 
then inboard to outboard 
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