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PART I
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

DES IGNAT ION . . COMMANDER PERIOD COVERED

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines LtCol W.K, ROCKEY

SUBORDINATE UNTITS

H&S Co Capt R. Jo MARVELL

Co I Capt H. KOLAKOWSKI, Jr.

Co K Copt L, W, FARMER 23 Nor 67-29 Jan 68
lst Lt, F. W, SMITH 30 Jan 68

Co L Capt J. D. NIOTIS

Co M Cept J, E. MITCHELL

LOCATION: Quang Nom Province, RVN
STAFF OFFICERS

X0 Mej Re Co WISE

S=-1 W0 J. S. BISESI

S~2 WO J. W. BEVIER

S=3 Capt G. W. BOVERS

S=ly 1stlt Fo W. SHITH 19 Nov 67-25 Jan 68
lstlt G, C. BACON 26 Jan 68

S=5 Capt J. A. FERIWAVDEZ

AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

USHC USN

OFF  ENL OFF ENL

37 1249 2 53

et
N
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PART II
NARRITIVE SUMIARY

There currently exists a need in the Command for three,
0302 Captains, an 0202 Captain, and &n 0402 -Coptoine There.is a
noed for 1 Master Sergesnt, 2 Gunnery Sergeants, and 9 Staff
Sergecants 0369, There is a nced for seven 2531 personnel,

The major shortagoe is in small unit leoadership in the 03

field, This shortage is made more ovidont by the fact that

%g; B?ttallion has only 50% of its M/L strength in Capteins
03)e

Battalion Intelligence efforts were primerily dirccted
toward the proposed new A0, Tho cnenmy continued to work in
small groups of throe to seven. Tho mining and sniping in=
cidents have sharply increased during Janmuary 1968, especially
in the last fow deys of the month, ‘ \

Tho Battalion completcd Operation AUBURN and conductod
one soarch and destroy operation, Intonsive patrolling of
the rocket belt has continued with numorous platoon and
Company (=) sized operations,

FPour communications schools of thrce days cach were held
for tho radio operators from squad to battalion level, Radio-
operators proficiency has greatly increased as a result of
the classes, The Indoctrinastion of Newly Joined Personnel .
has becowe an increasing burden with the volume and varioty
of subjcct mattor now roquired to be taught,

TETASSIFITD
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) PART III @

-

SEQUENT I.L LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, TOPICS

a. Porsonnel and Administration

(1) Tho Battalion began tho month of January with an
on board strength of 40 Marine Officors, 1216 Marine Enlisted,
2 Navy Officers, and 55 Navy Enlisted, The current on board
strongth is 39 Marino Officors, 1213 Marinoe Enlistod, 2 Navy
Officors, and 5S4 Navy BEnlisted.

(2) Onc Merine Officer is TAD in excess of 30 deys,
The current effective strongbth of the Battalion is 36 Marine
Officers and 1128 Marino Enlistcd, Of these & Marine Officors,
207 Marinoe Enlistcd and 6 Navy Enlistcd are OPCON to 7th
Marinos,

(3) Two Marino Officers and 58 Marine Enlisted are
scheduled for rotation during February 1968 as shown belows:

MOS NUMBER
0302 1
3502 1
o1l1 L
0311 43
2531 5
3041 1
3051 1
3381 1
3531 1
L131 1
2532 1

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(4) Critical MOS shortages are shown below:

MOS ML  OH SHORTAGE
0302 34 32 1 Maj, 2 Capt (over 1 Lt)
0202 1l 0 1 Capt
oy02 1 0 1 Capt
0130 2 1 1Lt
0369 3L 2l 1 MSgt, 2 GySgt, 7 Ssgt
2531 32 25 7 PFC
2867 1 0 1 SSgt
3516 6 3 1 Sgt, 1 Cpl, 1 L/Cpl
5931 3 1 2 Cpl
CASUALT IES
KIA 9
DOW 3
WIA 73
WIANE 13

Non Hostile 8
MIA 1

be Inteclligoence

(1) Porsonncl

(a) During the month of January the Battalion
Intelligonce Scétion lost two scouts, (Corporals, 0311) to
normal rotation,

(b) S=-2 Attachments, Tho two Scout Dog Teams,
previously in dircct support, werc withdraswn to III MAF on
19 January. Remaining attachments include two MP!s ITH Toam
and, four Scout Sniper Teams., ‘

(2) Collection, The two meoin collection/target
acquisition offorts ahring the month of January 1968 were:

_  ENCLOSHYRE—tT)
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{(a) Tho now proposed area of operation for 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines,

(b) Our present arca including the local guerrilla
modus operandi mealysis and o contlnuatlon of tho terrain
studios of those arcas in which the local enomy most
froquently opecratese

(3) Reporting. The Battalion S«2 Section conducted
at least one commanders and staff #dtelligence briefing each
dey and several individueal and small unit briefings during
January 1968,

(l.) Enemy Activity

(a) The onemy fActivity in our TAOR for the
month of January 1968 has shown a dofinite increase of enenmy
harassment, £ill friendly units in the TAOR have oexperienced
this increase, mainly in the form of sniping and mining in-
cidentses The local gucrrillas have continued to conduct the
majority of their activitios in orgenized cells containging
from 3 to 7 mombers, In the southern section of the TAOR
there have been numerous sightlngs of cnemy movement in units
ronging from platoon to company size. Many of these units
arc unidentified, indicating constent movement, The presence
of 2zt least two SAPPER companies traveling through the TACR
may explain the increase of mines and booby traps throughout
the arca, The following idéntificd units have been reported
in or near the T4iOR: ‘

. On January 8 the 42nd Co, of the l4lst
Bn sighted in Grld_AT 9565, .

2 The Q-15th Co (AKA: X-65th, Dien Ban Co.)
was sightod on the 17th of Jmuary, In Grid BT0665

One Co. of the T=89th Bn (AKA: 402 Bn)
was roportod in Grid AT9965 on Janmuary 20th.

Two companies of the Li1st Draftee Bn were
located in Grid 9565 on the 20th of January,

There are at loast three (3) known units
operating South of our TAOR in the Go Noi Island croa,

ENCIOSURE (1)
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6 Rocent reports of ecnemy movement have
becn: 2L Januery, R=20th Bn in Grid 4AT9653; 16 Jmuary,
V«25th Bn in Grid BTO6SL; 19 Jenuery, the 3rd Bn., 3rd NVA
Regt in Grid BTO085l.

(b) On the 30th of January, 1968, the 3/5 Alpha
Command Group and India Co were hcli=-lifted into a suspocted
enemy position in the Northornmost portion of the TAOR vicinity
BTO4O0T715, With ARVN blocking, India Co conducted a well
coordinated sweop of the area, which contained an estimatod
enomy battalion, TUpon completion of the sweep, there was a
confirmed count of 102 VC KIA, 88 POW!s, 13 VC suspeccts and
70 lgborers, Captured enemy equipment, weapons, medical
supplies, documents, otc, are includod in January!s totanl
captured equipmont, (Ses paragraph 10,) The enemy force was
& combination of herd-core VC from several different units,
Mcombeors of the R=20th Bn, the V-25th Bn, and the Cl30 Bn .
were included, Intontions of tho unit prior to ths contect
are unknown except for the probable missgion of harrassment of
the Da Nang arcas During TET 3/5 suffered light casualtiecs
in comparison to the cecsualtied inflicted upon the cnemy.

(¢6) The enemy has used thc recent Cease=Fire
P riocds to his advantege. Resupply and reorgonizetion have
baen his most iwnortont objectives, His use of propagonda
hes increased during the month of Jeanuary. MNumerous lecaflets,
bonners, otce., have roceéntly been found throughout the TLOR,
Secrot meetings and the usc of loud speakers have a2lso boon
reported, ’

_ (d) The eneny activities during Jmuary have
indicated the following capabilities:

1 Continued harrassing action to include:

& Sniping

b Small scale attacks and ambushes
¢ TUse of mines and booby-traps

4 Propegenda

e Terrorism‘

2 Attack selectod friendly instellations
with medium morters and/or heavy rockets, :

Attack isolated units in company of
battalion strength,
ENCLOSURE (1)
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(a) Interpreters. The Batteclion is presently
supportcd by Four i interpretcrs, Threo are attached to
the S~2 and one works with the S=5 Section., The interpreters
heve direct lisison with the company commanders ensbling
then to use their skills most efficiontly. The value of
interpreters in the field end in the combat base has been
proven neny times, At the present, the interpreters ars
holding English languago classes in ordor to expand the
lenguage proficdiency of all Vietnomese wm rsonnel attached to
this Battalion,

(5) Viotnamcse Attochments

(b) Kit Carson Scouts, 4t ths present, five
Kit Carson scouts are attached to theo Battalion., They have
provided oxcellent supvort on search and destroy operations
and also on the froequent plstoon-sized patrols out of the
combet base.e The Kit Carson Scoubs are attonding the English
language classes being given by tho intrenreters, As their
8kill with thé languagc improves, thoir value to the battalion
will incroase,

(6) Enemy Lossese The enemy suffered the following
casualties as o result of 3/5 actions in Janmuary:

KIA 11l
WIA 0
POW 88
DET 29

(7) Wecthor
(a) Rainfall 1.16 inches
(b} Temperature:
17 average High-78
2 Average Low=69
(¢) Average Sunrisc-0718H; Average Sunsct-1835H
.(8) Terrein. See Command Chronolégy for October 1967,
(9) The following lists are tho totals of weapons
and equipment captured by 3rd Bn. 5th Marines during the
month of January 1968.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(e) Weapons ‘
1 Soviet LMG, T.62mn ~DPM

Soviet/ChiComm ARK=l}7, 7.62mn rifles

[
=

Soviet 7.62mm semi-auto rifles, SKS
"Soviet T7.62mm bolt action rifles
ChiComm 7.62mm HMG

TT=33 pistols, .7.63rmm, TOPKAREV

US cal.30 BAR!S

US 7.62mm Mell; rifle, modified

US cal,30 M=2 carbines

US ¢2l,30 1903 Springfield rifle

US cal,l5 pistol

Soviet B=40 Rocket Launchers

o Y T N  ~ I R W)

Flare pistol, unknown origin
(b) Ordnance
2 ChiComm Bengalore Torpedoes
75 ChiComm Concussion grenades
20 US hand grenades, M=26
2 Soviet B=40 rounds
800 Assorted small arms rounds

(c) 782 Gear. 350 pounds assorted equipment,

(d) First Aid Equipment. 175 peunds assorted
medical equipment,

{(e) Documents. 50 pounds
(f) Other. : - -
1 US PRC=-25 radio

250 pounds rice
ENCLOSURE (1)
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Ce Traihing

(1) Troining included lectures, demonstrations,
en/or application in the following subjects:

(a) Weapons Safety

(b) Radio Procedures

(c) Spot Reports

(d) Lightning Precautions
(e) FO & FAC Procedures
(f) Med Evac Procedures

(g) Foam Firing of the Individual ond crew
Served Weapons

(2) Additional classes for officers ond staff
NCO's were held on Spot Reports.

(3) The organization conducted three indoctrie
nation. schools, Classes on FO/FAC procedures, and on the

care, cleaning, maintenance and safety of the M-16A1 rifle
ere included in the sthool s¥llabus.,

(It} All units fired their individual weapons
for fomiliarization at least tWice this month, All crew
served wecpons have been fired,

(5) Personnel sttended the following schools:

(2) SNWCO Leadership School 1l
(b) NCO Leadership School 3

(c) Vietnmmsso Language School 3

(d) CAG School 20
{e) Embarketion School L

(£) Basic Ammo Tech School 1

ENCLOSURE (1)
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.‘(‘3') The arean in whieh artillery harrassing
and interdiction fires can be employed has been considerably
reduced. H&I targets are plotted 500 meters either side of

tho SONG THANH QUIT in order to reduce infiltration,

(I4) During the month of January, Battery F
fired on o total of 92 missions in support of 3/5. 42 were
observed amd 50 unobserved, 4 total of 683 HE-fuze quick,
197 HE~fuze VI, 87 white phosphorus and 100 illumination
rounds were fired, Battery F fired a total of 793 rounds of
which 736 wore HE, 45 white phosphorus, and 72 smoke. Bravo
Battery, OPCON to 3rd Battalion, 1lth Marines fired a totzal
of 283 HE and 9 white phosphorus in support of 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines on Operation No Name 98, . conducted on 30 and 31
Jaunuary 1968. 4 grand total of 1476 rounds were fired in
the month of January.

. Air Support

(1) Tactical Fixed Wing Support‘iduring
January, one air strike was conducted in support of tactical
operations,

(2) Helicopter Supporst

() L3 Med Evacs, including 22
emergency Med Evacs.

(v) one assult landing with helicopter
gun support.

(c) _u_visual reconnaisaence flights

(d) 5 resupplies to troops in field

(3) Other Fixed Wing Support
(a) L 4ir Obsoerver missions
(b) 7 Flare ship missions
- (4) Pergonnel., Thero were two ALO/FAC
Officers assigned to this battalion, Sufficient trained
personnel were available to provide radio teams at Company
and Battalion level. ‘

gs Cormmunications

(1) The AN/PRC=25 has continued to serve as &
roliabté ‘meana of comminications, Schooling was held this
past month on the various field expedient antennes that can
be used with the AN/PRC-25, thus anticipating damage to the
AC=292%3 which is highly proboble in a combat environment,

___ ENCLOSURE (1)
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(1) At OlOOOlH Operation AUBURN cont inues

(2) A4t 031133H chopped company G, 2nd

wBattaliQn, Sth Marines to parent unit,

(3) At 031400H chopped Company E, 2nd
‘Babttalion, 3rd Marines to parent unit,

(4) At 0314430H chopped company E, 2nd

~-Battalion, -5th-Marines to parent unit,

(5) At 031530H Operation AUBURN terminated.
Alphd -Command Group-and Company M 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
.returned to combat base..

(6) 4t 121200H 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
chopped.OPCON 1st--Mgrine Division.

(7) 4t 121800H Song Thanh Qult‘beeame the

southern boundary of the TAOR.

(8) At 151550H 2nd Platoon, Company I
chopped OPCON lst Marine Division for Rough Rider.

-(9) 4t 151800H Company L chopped OPCON

" 7th Marines.

(10) - At 201100H 2nd Platoon, Company T
returned from Rough Rider, _

(11) &t 300930H Alpha Command Group and
Company I departed on Operation No Name 98,

(12) &4t 311615H Alpha Command Group and
Company I.returned from Operation No Hame 98.

es Artillery Support

(1) Battery F 2nd Battalion, llth Marines
supported the final days of Operation KUBURN from hill 5§
and Dlen Ban,

(2) As of 13 January, Battery F was chopped
OPCON to 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines, The Artillery liaison
personnel with 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines are therefore OPCON
to 7th Marines, 3/11'5 directly supported unit,

ENCLOSURE (1)
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) -(2) L4dditional emphosis wes also placed

on training, use, and preventive mointenance of HF and UHF
radios because of the Battalion's anticipated move North.

(3) Commmnieations security was stressed
on 2all levels because of the increased enemy zctivity in our
T4LOR and the high probability of enemy monitoring.

(L4} Four schools (3 days in length)-wsre
held by the communications platoon for the rifle company
personnel, Those coveréd a multltude of communications
topics, from wire splicing and voice radio procedures to
artillery and air request methods,

(5) Generally the time spent this past
month has been devoted to schooling and preventative mainte -
enance, with particular attention being given to supply
procedures and accountability. Vast improvements hove been
made on record keeping and maintenance logs,

he Logistics

(1) General. The overall logistical status
of the battalion is satisfactory, Deadlined vehicles in the
Motor Transport section are becoming on incrsasing problem
due to the non-availibility of parts.

(2) Supply. Battalion Supply extensively
prepered for the projected move., Items of supply not being
currently used were tronsported by tractor trailer to our
warehouse in Da Nang for storage. All other supplies were
palletized ond tactically marked for smbarkotion, All
outstonding requisitions prier to 7260 were cancelled due to
a reconciliation of boackorders. After reviewing stock record
cards to determine valid requirements for material which
was cancelled from FLC or Third Force Service Regiment, .
reinstatements for valid requirements were made. One Milk
Dispenser, w/stand, was turned into Division Food Service
upon direction from that office and subsequently dropped
from the Garrison Property hLeccount. The Battalion received
one Household Refrigerator, Electric, from Garrison Property
for the Battalion Aid Stetion, By the last weck in January,
21l Equipment Custody Cards (NAVMC 10359-SD) for Responsible
Officers, were reviewed, corrected, and updated.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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£3) - M@tor*Trunsporwi“uConsiderable diffie
culty in obtuinlng repoir ports. for 12241's and M27L442°%s,
especially spark plugs, .spark plug cables, magneto, starters,
and inncertubes, is being experienced. Priority 02 and NORS
requisitions have failed to allevicte the existing problem.
Divigion Supply, Division Motor Transport, and G~i have been
advised of this situation by direct liaison and through re=-
gular reporting chammels, Maximum effort has been made to
consolidate requirements for vehicles from the vorious seotions
Yo reduce duplication of utilizotion,

(L) QQE&LEEQL;QQ. Engineers have continued
to improve internal road networks and road drainage. In
prepargtlon for the occupancy of the combat base by cnother
unit, they begon removing vegetation and building a berm
along the LZ for a small perimeter. They completely dis=-
mantled the garage and moved it to their Battalion Heads . @ i,
gquarters., In addition, they are filling the garbage dump
and digging a new area to be enclosed by barbed wire.

i. Civic Action

(1) Medecop., 707 lécal Vietnamese were
troated by the Battalion MEDCAP team. Due to our expected
move bhere were no rnobile medcaps held,

(2) Psyops. A total of 11,350 Psyops
leaflets were hond distributed by Marines of the Battalion.
- & total of 12 aerial leaflet: drops wWere conducted:throughout
the TAOR, Two. of the lasaflet drops were especially requested
by this Battalion, .One of them was to:exploit an. incident
wherein two Vletnamese ‘boys were injured. by a VC booby trop,
Inthis drop o tétal of 1000 VC otrocity leaflets were placed
on grid BT630000, . The second drop was requested. through
CAP D=1, to. exploit the ‘herdships of the VC life. during TET.
5,000 special TET leaflsts were ordercd,.to be passed out.
beforse qnd during the Vietnamsse New Year, - ,

(3) Civil Affalrs Assistonce. A total of
300 1bs of rice was: dlstrlbuted throughout- the TAOR. CAP D=1
was given 50 1lbs of sogp and 50 1bs of clothing to be dis-
tributed to the aren population. S

‘ Enéhlﬁms.' No ma jor problems were en=
countered by the Battalion S-5 durlng the. month of Januury.

- ENCLOSURE (1)
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(5) Training., Niné sewing classes were
held at the Battalion MEDCAP Station, A sewing machine wos
procurred through Regiment, and the sewing classes were
taught how to use it. A4 totel of 90 girls attended the

classes,

(6) .Serious Incidents,: .Three-seripus
incldents were investigated during January. The most recent
one, involving the shooting of & Vietnamese civilian, is
still under investigation.

(7) Contsets with the local Officals. The
Hamlot Chief of DUC KY was escorted to his hamlet by Marines

of this Battalion. While he was in his hamlet, he investi=
gated loecal VC activity. '

2+ Chronology of Events

1-3 ~Januery Continuvetion &nd completion
of Operation AUBURN

26 Jenuory lst Lt G. C. BACON assigned
: to duty as Sl

30 Jonuory . 1lst Lt P, W, SIMITH assigned
to Company K for duty as
Commanding Officer

30=31 Jonuary Conducted search and destroy
operation.

TNCLASSIFIED
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HEADSUARTERS.
3rd Battaliom,-5th Marines
1st. Marine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO- S8an Francisco, California 96602
3/GWB/dab
121

3 .
5 January 1968

Conmanding Officer-

Commanding Officer; 5th Marines-

Ref: (a)

(b)

Combat After Aetion Repart

Division Order 3480.1
5th Marines Frag Order 7.4~67

Mel: (1)—6mmevm¥

1. Code Name. Operation \UBURE

24
3.

Inte of Operafion. 280835H December 1967  031530H Jamuary 1968.

location of Operstion. Go Moi Island, “uang Tin Province, Repblic

of Vietnam,

b
54

2

Oommand Headowerterse. See Task Organization,

Task Organization
3rd Battaliomn, (~) (Rein), 5th Marines Tt€ol ROCKEY

H&S Co (~) © - ’ ‘ Capt MARNELL

Det;
. Detj
. Det,
Dety

C I

Btry Fy, 2nd Bn, 1Ith' Mriges
1st SP.Ba (MST)

lst Bhg'Bn

Med. Fit

Co I (Hein) : Gapt KOLAKOWSKI

Det,

H&S Co.

Det-Med Pt
Det, Comm Pit (FAC Tm)
Det, Tntel Sec (Scout)

Det s
Det;
Det,

Co B2/3 Capt CAHILL
Co E (Rein) : : )

Dot

Dét, Med Pl . ENCLOSIRE (2)

Btry Fy 2nd Bn, 11th Mirines
1st Ingineer Battalion
1st SP Battalion (HST)

H&S Co 2/3

1 .
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Dety lst Engineer BEn

Det; Btry D, 2nd Bn 11th Marines
Det; lst SP Battalion (HST)

Det;y Scout Dogs

0 E 2/5 Capt McKEE
¢o B (Rein) .
Det H&S Co 2/5

Det Med Flt -

Det Comm Flt
Det, Btry E 2nd Bn, 1lth Marines
Det, Scout Dog Team

H

Co G 2/5 apt MEADOWS
Co G (Rein) : -
‘_ Det., H&S Co 2/5
Det, Med Flt
Det, Comm Flt
Det, Blry E 2nd Bn, 11th Merines
1st-Plt, Co H 2/5
Det, lst Mgineer Bn

Co M
Co M (Rein) Gapt MITCHELL
Det, H&S Co
Det; Med Flt
Det, Oom Plt
Dety Scout Dog Team
De‘b, Btry F, 2nd B’l, 11th Marines
Det, 1lst Bagineer B

. 6. Supporting Forces
a., Artillery

(1) From Commencement of Operation AUBURN at 280835H December 1967
mntil campletion at 031530 d&nuary 1968, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
received direct artillery support from Battery F, 2nd Battalion, 1llth
Marines., At no time during the Operation was the Battalion without
artillery support. Battery F, 2/11 fired a total of 1,509 rounds in
support of the operation, These were observed fire missims and
harassing and interdiction fires.

E (2) On D-day a coordinatiom problem occured which resulted in
@poradic artillery support. Artillery was placed in check fire status
¢ from the time an aircraft left the rumway, wntil it returned.

) (3) There were three batteries in general support; 1lst Plt, 3rd
81 Howitgers, Battery F, 2/11, and Battery W, 3/11. They fired 501 rounds

in support of the Operation.
UNCLAS Skt o 2)
2 L _ 1
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(L) Several friendly “Ii's (minor) resulted from c¢alling artillery
ai enemy unilts that were heavily and closely engaged with the Rttalion,
This vas a ecalculated risk dictated by the situstion.

~be Alr

(1) During Operation AUBURN, weather was not a significant
deterrent to the utilizatiom of close air surport.

(2) Fixed wing support was used extensively and effectively on
D-day and DHl. A total of 50 fixed wing missions were run in support
of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines durirg the Operation.

(3) Most fixed wing missions were controlled by aerial cbservers -
and monitored by the forward air controllers. Target coverage was
excellent,

(4) Helicopters were utilized extensively throughout the Operation
for gssault landings, medevacs and resupply.

(5) Flare ships were used in surport of the defensive positicns
on five occasions.

7. Intelligence

a« The enemy forces, anticippted on Operation AUBURN were not expected
to exceed ome VA Battalion, two VOMF Battalion, three local force
guerrilla companies, and selected hamlet/village defense scuads. This
intelligence was rassed to the Battalion Conmsnder, staf’ and unit
commanders in estimate, briefing and overlay form.

be The following enemy units were identified as being disposed in
the general area of Go Noi Island or within distance to possibly
influence the action:

3rd B, 3rd NVA Regt
V=25 Ba ‘
R=20 Bn
- R=2L Co
-13
=15 Co
¢ce A mst operation intelligence estimte of enemy forces encountered
by 3rd Bn, 5th Marines was one VCMF Battalion, and 20 to 30 local guerrilla
SNiperse

d. llection and Disseminag tlon

(1) During Operation AUBURN, the 3rd Bittalion, 5th Marines ITT
Team interrogatcd over 100 Vietnamese natimals, MNo unit designatias
were developed but confirmation of numerous enemy activities in the area
wa.s achieved.

3
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() Gptured documents included a scuad leader's notebook, recemt
tax collection records, diploms and personal letters with wnit designations
affixed thereon (I.E. V=75, M5, "~89 and n-92), Drawings cf bridces

in the area with the wnit V-75 (4KA for "~92) were obtained.

(3) Captured rice totaling 11,000 pounds was destroyed in place
becausec of the inability to transport it.

(4) Carptured weapons were § rifles with 2000 rownds of new
ammuniticn, 5 assorted hand grenades and two Smith & Wesson revolvers,

(5) Other captured gear mcluded five 2,75 inch rockets, a.ssorted
detonating devices, four bottles of penicillen, one stethoscope,
250 assorted ampules of medicine, six uniforms, two homemade shape charges,
two homemade bangalore torpedoes, and two aluminum tubes.

(6) Total enemy losses were 37 VC KIA (confirmed).
8, Mission |

During the conduct of Operstion AUBURN, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
was initially assigned the mission of providing blocking forees for
attacking ARVN units. On DHl, this mission was modified to that of a
detailed search and destroy operation to the West on Go Noi Island.

9.‘ &_ﬂpj. of Qrerationg

a. At I~hour on D~day the Battalion Command Group and two rifle Companies
execube an’ assault -helicorter landing, secure landing zone Hawk, selze - -
Objectives A and B, and establish 'a block on the West side of the -
railroad-track from . 997516 to 003520, Two additional rifle Companies
execute an assault heélicopter landing, secure landing zone Rgle, seize
Objective C, and establish a block along Fhase Line Blue. ARVN forces
sweep from st to West: comproqs:lng enemy forces dgainst the blockivg -
positions of this Battalion.- -

b. ‘On D+3 days the Rattalion repositions 1ts Companfes and

executes a deliberate se'arch and destroy operation to the Western limit
of the %0,

10.‘ %cutlon
~a. 26 Dec 1967

.2k '261700H the- Comnb.ndiﬁg'Officef 3rd ‘Battalion, 5th
Marlnes, recelved the 5th Marines Operation Order for Operation AUBURN,

b. .“22 Dec 1261

v s At 2‘715OOH (bmpa.ny E 2nd- Battallon, Brd Morines was-
a551gned to the 0pe.c"1t10°1 Control of 3rd Battallon, Sth bhr:nnes.

. h .
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c. 28 Dec 1967

(1) At 280835H Commny I and Commany E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines
and the Alpha Command Group, commenced deploying by helicopter fromthe
3rd Battalicn, Sth Maine Combat Mse to assigned L7 Hawk., BSee Operation
O'Verla-yo

(2) At 281000K Compeny E and Company G, 2nd Battalion, 5th Mirines
cammenced deploving by helicopter from the “nd Battalion, 5th
Marine Combat Base to & signed LZ Fegle, See Operati on Overlay.

(3) At 2810,0H Compeny I secured Objective Ao

(1) & 2809,0H Company E 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines encounbored
heavy smll arms fire while moving from LZ Hawk to Objective B.
Gompany E returned fire and called air striles. Company E advanced
through initial enemy positions at 993533 and by 281115H began Lecelv:mg

. 4 he'avy automatic and semi-automstic weapons fire from enemy positions

in the vicinity of 991532, Company E requested and received fixed “
wing support. This sction continucd until 281650H ~t which time Companies
E and M broke contuct and moved into night defenslve positims centered
at 996538,

(5) at 2812004, Company I moved from Objective A to supnort
Compeny E. The 2nd platoon, Company I, at 997536, came under automatic,
semi automatic and M79 fire from 997533. Small arms fire was returned
and a fixed wing and helicopter gunship air strike was delivered.
Sporadic automatic and semi-sutomatic wearons fire was received from
the same area until 281620H,

(6) At 281)00H Compeny G, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines seized
ObJect:ch Ce

@ () b 281530H Compeny M (Bald Eagle) departrd, by he_..lcopter,
from the 3rd Bn, 5th Marines TAOR.

(8) At 281530H Company M began arriving in LZ Hawk and received
small arms fire from eneuy locatced at 998533 and 991632, Compeny I
and Company E fired suppresive smll arms fir¢ in support of Company
M's landing,

(9) 4 281640H Company M received 4O rounds semi-automatic from:
treeline at 998529 while reoccupying objective A. It returned 100 ’
wmnds M60 MG, 60 rounds 5.56 and searched the apea with negative results.

(10) At 2P16).5H Commny I at 997536 received a proximately 400
rounds mixed automatic and semi-automatic fire from 998533, It retumed
400 rounds M-60 MG rounds, 200 rounds 5.56 and 10 M=-79 rounds.
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(11) At 281710H an AO on station reported observing thirty-two
enemy bodies, most of which were in green utilities, in front of Company
E 2nd Battalion, 3rd Mirine positions.

(12) At 281800H, Compenies E 2/3, M 3/5, and the Bn Command
Group moved into night defensive positions centered at 996538, Compny
I organized a separate perimeter centered at 997536, '

(13" At 282000H Compeny E 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, reported
that at (1851) an undetermined number of VC were ohserved by 2 squad . -
ambush, which fired 200 rounds mixed smll arms - flre. The area was sear ched .
‘with negative results.

de 29 Dec 19§>1
A (1) At 290820H Componiss E and G, 2/5 moved by helicopter from
LZ tuail to 1Z Hawk in accordance with a Frag Order issued at 28114CH
by 3rd Battalion, 5th Mirines.,

(2) At 290855H 5th Marines Alpha Command Group and 2nd Battalion,
5th Marines Alpha Command Group displaced from respective Corbat Bases
to LZ Hawk. Company E and Compeny G 2nd Battalim, 5th Marines chopped
to parent unit at this time. Operation AUBURN was then controlled by
the 5th Marines, employing two maneuver battaliong.

(3) At 2909L0H 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines secured Objective Cne,

(4) At 29111404 Company I received approximately 500 rounds mixed
small arms fire from undetermined number of enemy located 2t 993530, Company
I returned 400 rounds M-60 MG, 30C rounds 5,56 and 5 M-79 rounds, and
searched the area with neg-tive results.

(5) At 291345H 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines sccured ObJectlv TWoe

(6) At 291),208 UH-1E gunships conducted an air strike on enemy
located at AT 990533 with good target coverage.

(7) At 292015H a Campeny I patrol moving to ambush sight
saw & VC moving down a trail approxim:tely 25 meters distant. The
it set up a hasty ambush and fired 150 rounds of 5.56 and
50 rounds of M-60 MG, One VC fell, Fhemy returned 800 rownds of
automatic and seml-a.utomatlc fire, The patrol then searched ares with
negative results.

es 30 Decg_m};eg
(1) By 300030H Compeny E 2nd Battalion, 3rd Mirines received 20

M~26 grenades at 997533 during the preceding four hours., It returned 15
- M-79 rounds and searched the area at first light with negative results.

o [UMIED
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¢ B |

x A OOSOSH, a Company I unit obscrved one heavily camouflaged
VC moving East to West at 990537, A sniper killed the W with 5 rounds
rifle fire, The body wes kept wnder observation, Resutl: e Ve KIA
(Cmfirmed)o

(3) At 300835H a scvad OP from Compeny I located at 992536 was
keeping the V€ body undcr observation when it received 100 rounds automatic
and 100 rownds semi~automatic wespons fire from an estimated sguad of VC.

The scuad returned 1 LAAT, 700 rovnds 5.56&m, and 4 60mm rounds, one VC fell,
This fico ws not effective in surrressing enemy fire, The souad

pulled bacic to the Compony perimeter and called an artillery mission,

Ther searched the areca after the artillery miseion and found several

* blood traces but couvld not locate enemy bodies.

(4) At 3008),0H & helicopter landing in L7 Hawk received 5-10 semi-
automatic rounds from an undetermined location., One Marine reporting from
Combat Basc to Company E 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines was wounded vhile
moving away from the LZ.: .

(5) At 301045H a Qompany I sniper observed one VC in an open
field at 990539 carrying a weapon. He fired 10 rounds of rifle fire, 3
M-79 rounds, and 2 Li#lis, The VC fell as though hit. Search of the
area disclosed threc blood trails and two M-26 grengdes which were booby
trapred. They were blown in place.

(6) &t 301120H Compsny E 2nd Battalion, 5th Merines wes chopped from
parent unit to 3rd B ttallon, S5th Mrines.

(7) At 301120H Operation AURURN returned to Operatlonal Control
of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines,

(8). at 301230H Oompm - M found four heavﬂy remforced bunkers,
numerous documents, smll arms brass, 1 US mck and one 8¢ artillery round
in vieinity of 990529, They blew the artillery round in place
and returned other ltems to the B‘;'tuallon S-2.

(9) at 301245H Company M, alerted by a scout dog, dropped to the
grownd imuediately. They received 150 rounds of semi-automstic
weapans fire from approximately 50 meters away (friendly coordinates 997530).
They returned 175 rounds of 5,56 and 7 79 rounds, and .called
an artillery mission. They sesrched the area with hegative results.

(10) At 301,004 Company I moved to the Combat Base,
(11) At 3014,05H one Marine received minor shrapnel wounds from

2 friendly round. Fe was given first aid by a Corpsmnand sent to the
Rattalion CP for farther trea.tmen,h_. Iater, he was medevaced.

ENCLOSIRE (2)

7 wm JED
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(12) At 301515H Compeny G 2nd Battallon, 5th Merines chopped to
3rd Battalion, 5th Morines,

(13) & 301540H resuprly was effected.

(1) At 301830H o mole detainee w5 returned to the Battalion
CI' from the Regimental CP, Hc revealed the location of an underground
vat, approxim tely ten (10) feet in diameter containing approximetely
11,00C Ins of processed rice, The detainee stated that this was VC
rice, a2l i‘ﬁ was destroyed.

£, 31 December 1967

(1) At 310L30H one Marine was waunded by an incomihg hand grenade,
He was treated by the Battalion Surgetn and returned to duty.

. (2) At 311307H Company G received approxim tely 50 rounds
of semi-automatic weapons fire from an estimated 2-3 VC. Compmny G
" returned 100 rownds machine gun fire, and 50 5.56 rounds, The area was
searched with negative results.

(3) At 311430H one Merinc received a small piece of shrapnel in his
°1ght arm while destroying a bunker with an M-26 grenade,

(4) Ab 311500H one Marine fell while searching a bunker.
His rifle dluche.rged and the round went through his right ‘hand, resulting
in a medevac.

(5) At 3115354 a mit frowm Hé&S Co was destroying capturod
ordnance in a bunker. One male VC fled from the bunker, and he was
shot and killed by H.5 persomicl., (he ChiCom grenade and one M~26
grenade were taken from the boiy.

(6) At 311700H 3rd Fattalicn, 5th Marines units had sedzed
and searched’ Chbjectives B, G, and E in accordance with the th
Order issued on 390 &nuary 1967.

(7) At 312055H Compeny E 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines obscrved
4 VC with weapons 20 mcters West of their position, Two M-26 grenades
were thrown at the VC 1 VC fell, and the other three dragsed the body
away. 100 romnds 5.56 were fired at the fleeing VC, The area was
‘searched with negative results. '

(2) At 317115H Compeny E 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, received

2 rifle grenades., The gronades fell 25 meters short of the listening
post position,

RICIOSIRE (2)
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g QL January 1968

(1) At O10900H while effecting resupply, . the helicopter received
L to 5 rounds of semi~automatic weapons fire from cocrdinates 981532,

(2) At O11100H local security patrolling and hole hunting
within the defensive perimeter were conducted in compliance with the
terms of the truce,

3% At 013100, while checking a bunker, Company E, 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Marines found a ~uantity of monofiliment line attached
to small bhamboo stakes, arparently used as tripping devices for booby
traps, two bandages, iodine and threec miscellaneous items.

(A) At 011150H a Commany M squad patrol reccived a 7-9 round
burst from an automatic weapon loeated in the trecline aprroximately
30C meters awey. The patrol rotumed 3 M-79 rounds and sesrched the area with
negative results. {(Fhemy position 996536).

(5) 4 Ol1155H a Compeny G patrol found two- trails with fresh
bare foot printse The hole hunting operation discovered numerous
fortified shelters trenches and individual fishting holes. The following
items were found in a tuanel: 1 poncho liner (US), 1 CS grenade and
5 cans of C-rations. All holes and trenches were either blown or fi Jled
in, The captured eouirment wms turned in to the Dattalion 5-2.

(6) At 011LA5H, Engineers attached to Cozﬁpany M blew . bunkers
and tunnels 30 feet long: The tunnel extended from inside the rerimeter
to outside the perimeter, exiting in a cane field.

(7) At 011536H 2 Compiny M patrol found 1 flak jacket, 1
cartridge belt, 1 pack w/entreaching tool, 1 M-26 grenade, 2 antennas
and 1 gas mask (a1l US),

(8) At 011830H Compony M received approximately 20 rounds
automatic weapons fire from 991535 and 993527. They returned 100
rounds M-60 MG, 200 5.56 rounds, and 4 M-79, . A night activity in front
of the lines searched the area and reported negative results.

" (9) 4t O11930H Compony E 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines reported
that an uwndetermined number of enemy threw scveral grenades at their
defensive position, %hen one grenade landed within a machine gun position,
a Marine dived on top of the M _26 grenade and told his fellow Marines
to clear the area, The grenade did not detonate, and it was thrown
toward the enemy,

(10) At 012020H Compeny G received three incoming grenades
at 986532, 3 M-26 grenades were returned. A search was made at first
1lizht with negative results. '
’ &

i
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{1) At 0207).0E, Comrany . E 2nd Pattalion, 5th Marines rcceived
_approxim:tely 20 rounds of automatic weapons fire and 15 rounds semi-
automafic weapons fire from a treeline approximately four hundred meters
to their front. 50 rounds 5.56, 8 rounds M-79 were returncd. The
area was immedistely swept with negative resilts.

(2) At 020230H, Compeny E, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marincs was
advancitig toward an assigned Objective when the attached scout dog
»icked vn . sirong scent, The unit then conducted 2 reconnaisance
bv flrc_ cising a 7€ ambush to firc prematurely, m estimited 12 VC
f:i::'ed 100 rounds automatic end 20 to 30 rounds semi-putomatic fire, 300
M~60 Mz rounds and 200 5.5° were returned., 1 VC fell, The areca was
searched and hlood, and a E‘\m“ll nurber of AKLT, M-1) and Ml cartridges
were found.,

"~ (3) At 02094CH, the point man of Canpany G tripned a grenade
booby trap, resulting in 1 USHC wIA Medevac.

(1) &b OR21100H, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines continued to sweep
and search the Objective areas on the Western part of Go Noi Island,

(5) #t OR1300H, at 96,540, Company E, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marincs
received sniper fire from 9645.,2, Firc was placed on the cnemy positicns,
The area was swept with negative results,

(6) 4t 021330H Eagineers attached to Company M blew four reinforced
bunkers.

(7) At 021600H, a Merinc from Company E, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines
tripped a booby trap, (concuscion type grenade) at 967539. No
“injuries were sustained. ‘

(8) 4t 021715H one mu: from Company G tripned a booby trap,
believed to be of a homemade voriety, which was placed on the trail at
96554), resulting in 2 USMC WIA, 1 Priority Mcdevac and one Non Medevac,

(9) 4t 021715H, Company E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines found one
explosive device consisting of a C~ration can variety grenade, with a
15 foot long trip wire attached, The device was destroyed.

(10) At 02195(H, a Company G scuad ambush reeeived an incoming
grenade which resulted in 1 USN KIA and 3 USMC WIA, medevaced.

(11) At 022105H, a Company G syuad ambush obscrved 7 VC
approximately 30 meters away from their position, They threw 2 grenades
at the enemy and fired 50 5,56 rounds. -» VC were seen to fall as they
were illuminated by the blast. Immediately after throwing the grenade, the
ambush received one incoming grenade from another loeritim, resulting
in one USMC ¥WIA, Non-medevac,

10
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1. 3_Janﬁary 1968

(1) At 030825H, a Compny G platoon sent to search the area of
the previous night !'s ambush received 10-15 sniper rounds from the cemetery
located at 966513, resulting in 1 USMC ¥Ii. (Emergency Medevac). 200
rounds M~60 M3, 11 6Cmm mortar rounds and 100 5.56 rounds were returned,

(2) From 030930H until 031215H, all units crossing the stieam
south of the A0 received harrassing sniper fire from an undetermined
number of snzmy in the vicinity of 9555&2. Artillery missicns were
called i trase positions, ‘

(3) At 031040H Owmpany G received several sniper rounds at 956537
from an unknown loo:tion, Ghe Merine received a superficial
bullet wound in tho arm, (Yon-Medevac)

(4) At 031330H, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines chopped to
rErent unit, '

(5) at O3L400H Compeny E, 2nd Battalion 3rd Mirines chopped to
parent unit.

(6) At 031430H Compeny E, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines chopped to
parent unit, and rcturned by truck,

(7) ' at 031439H, a Marine in the left flank sceurity element of
Commny M tripped a concussion grenade booby trap loested in tall srass.
2 casualties (non-medevac) were sustained.

(8) At 031530H Operation AUPURN tcrminated,

(9) 4t 031725H Company M and thé Alpha Command Group dlsplaced
to the 3rd Battallon, Sth Mardrnc Combab Base, bv truck.

. 11, Results

e E‘leglz
(1) Personnel: 37 KIi (confirmed)

- (2) Material A
: {‘ (2) Rifles B
’ (b) Pistols 2

(e) 4mo-2,000 rds, 7.62 long

(d) Rice - 11,000 1bs (processed)

(e) Grenades

(f) US 2,75 Rockets 5

(g) Iarge amounts of assorted det.onatlng devices and shaped

~ chargeses .
(h) " Assorted medicines
(i) Uniforms 6

il R v
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be Friendly

(1) KIa-23
(2) WIA - 62 (52 WIAE and 10 WIANE)

12, Administration
a. Resupply
Ti; M1 resupply wes effected bv helilift,: ‘
(2) The HST net was used as a logistical and helicopter contrc_)l net,
(3) I general, helicopter support for >resupply was excellent.,
bo - Mrintenances Ib maintenance problems were encountéred;

ce Ireatment of Gasualties, Bvacuation and Hospitalization

(1) Treatment of casualties was pérformed in an excellent manner
by the 3/5 medical detachnent in the field.

(2) E.racuatlon of casualtics was accomplished within a minimum of
amount of time, )

(3) Difficulties were encowntered in the area of casumalty
uabulatlng and reporting on D-day. The casualty reporter became a
casualty on D-day and this contributed directly to the difficulties,
Medevac helicopters came under fire while in the zone and on occassion
lifted off with body bearcrs aboard, Tactical radio traffic &g at a
maximum on- D-day and limited the admmlstratlve messages which could be
transmitted., :

d, Iransportation. No vroblems were encomntered with transportation,
Revlacement and special supplics were transported to the LSA by truck
or hand carried. All resupplies and replacements were delivered to
the fleld By helicopter from the LSA.

€. Communications

(1) AN/PRC 25 radics performed cxtremely well, The Battaliom was
able to communic:te effectively with its rear echelon and with Regiment, -

(2) The AN/PRC )1 was used extensr\rely for controlling fixed
wing air support by ground FAC Teams and to comrmnicate with aerial
Obscrvers and helicopter pilots when other means. of communications
were not feaslble.

,- (3) Because of the multitude of units in this area of operatics,
traffic on some frequencies interferred with others, Units operating

‘in ithe same gencral ares or-adjacent areas need to effect liaison so as

to! m:n:unlzc difficulties of this naturce.

: 12
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f. Medical Evacuation

(1) Total number of medical evacuations

(2) Killed Action

(3) Wounded in Action

(L) Wounded in Action, MNon Evac
(5) Non Combat Desths

(6) Mn Combat Injuries, Evoc

13¢ [uiwarmder's dnalysis

i~
5
-

- 175
- 61

2, Ac the initial landing was mode in landing zone Hawvk on D-day,

the zone progressively moved westward, with each

helicopter wave landing

o little farther west than the last wave., This increased the coordinstion
difficulties faced by the CO0, Company E, 2nd Bn 3rd Merines., As that unit

became more deeply and closely involved in hceavy

cont~ct with the

sizable enerty force southwest of LZ Hawk, it became apparent that

our mission of est:blishing a blocking force along the railroad track

was dmrractical., Consecuently, Company I, 3rd BEn, 5th Marines was called
from Objective 4 to supr-ort Comrany E, and the Bld Eagle, Compeny M,

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, was committed into L7 Hawk at I+5* hours,

By 281630H, the situation wes weld in hand, and the enemy had broken contact,

be. Upon receipt of 5th Marines Frag Order 7¢

westwardon Go Noi Island, in compliance with our

~67, we proceeded
new mission, until

D6, when wo extracted from Phu Iae (6) in the 2nd Bn, 5th Marines, TACR.
Contact with significant cnemy forces was not made, due to the abundance
of luxuriant natural cover and concealment, and the large arez covered,

I feel that a larger force than a battalion is re

~uired for ade~uate

coverage of the A0, Ilarge enemy forces cmld have evaded our search and
delstroy efforts, conceal.d in the vast cxpanses of elerhant grass,

in some cases reaching btwelve Teet in heisht,

¢, The unnecessary check "nres imrosed on direet surrort artillery
on D-dey was and is & malter ol great concern (Sve paragraph 6a),
Vitally recuired fire suprort was needlessly withheld from the
Bttalion because of this imposition. The taetical unit controlling
the operation must be allowed to effcct the necessary coordination of

all surporting arms.

1h. Recommendations

as That future Operations in this AQ should be conducted by

a minirmm of two maneuver Battalions.

be That an extensive defoliation program should be immediately

initiated in the AUBUEN AQ,

ce That checking thc fire of direct suprort ar‘c;illery should

.be the sole respmsibility of the sup”‘orted unit

-----
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