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To: COl1ll11anding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein) 
Via: Commanding Officer, 5th 11arines 

Subj: COIlTmand Chronology 1'01' period 010001H to 312400H J,an 1968. 

Ref: (£1) MCO 57$O.2A 
(b) FHIi' PacO 5750.8 
(0) DivO 5750.2B 

Ene1: j( 1) Command Chronology Report 
J(2} Combat After Action Raper t - Opera.tion AUBURN 

1. In accordance with the provisions of referencos (a). (b) 
and (c) thG-Conuaand Chronology for the month of January 1968 
is submitted. 
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1. DESIGNATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA . 

.~. COMHAHDER 
,. p 

4. 
PERIOD COVERED 

I 

3rd Battalion, 5th Marines LtCol W.K. ROCKEY 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

H&S Co Capt R. J. MfJU~ELL 

Co I Capt H. KOL1'.KObT8KI, Jr. 

Co K 

Co L 

Co £II 

Capt L. W. FARNER 
1st Lt. F. '\rJ. Sl'lITH 

Capt J. D. NIOTIS 

Capt J. E. MITCHELL 

2. LOCATION: Quang Nam Province, RVN 

.3. STAFF OFFICERS 

xo 

8-1 

S-2 

S-3 

8-4 

Maj R. C. lllTISE 

WO J. S. BISES I 

WO J. l·r. BEVIER 

Capt G. '~1. BOV'ERS 

Is tLt F. 1~r. mITTH 
lstLt G. C. BACON 

S-5 Capt J. A. FERN AHDEZ 

4. AVERj~GE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

USHC 

OFF ENL -
37 1249 

USN 

OFF 

2 

EN!. 

53 

23 Nor 67-29 Jan 68 
30 Jan 68 

19 Nov 67-25 Jan 68 
26 Jan 68 

@OO~~~$$~~~~fD) 
CLOSURE (1) 

2 

~~-- -

DECLASSIFIED 

-



JII. ., 
DECLASSIFIED 

PARr II 
NARRITIVE Smt-IARY 

, 
There currontly exists a need in the Com.rnond ;for three. 

0302 Captains, an 0202 Captain, and W;1 0402.·Cp'ptq.in •. ~Tp.pr9 .. ~s a 
noed for 1 Mnster Sergcrunt, 2 Gunnery Sergeants, and 9 Staff 
Sergeants 0369. There is D. neod for seven 2531 personnel. 
Tho major shortago is in smnll unit leadership in the 03 
field. This shortage is made more ovidont by the fact that 
the Battallion has only 50% of its M/.L strength in Captains 
(OFO)). . 

Battalion Intelligence ei'forts were primarily directed 
toward the proposed new AO. The enomy continued to work in 
small groups of three to seven. The mining and sniping in­
cidents have shnrply incroased during January 1968, especially 
in the last fow dnys of the month. 

The Battalion completed Operation AUBURN and conductod 
one search nnd destroy oporation. Intensive patrolling of 
the rocket belt hes continued with numerous pletoon and 
Company (-) sized operations •. 

Four communications schools of thrQe days oach were held 
for tho I'D-die operators from squa.d to ba.ttc.lion level, Radio· 
operators proficiency has greatly increasod as a result of 
the classes. Tho Indoctrination of Newly Joined Personnel 
has become on incroasing burden with tho volume and variety 
o;fsubjoct mattor now roquired to bo taught. 

NCWSURE (1) 

~fNl~[I'iJPI~IDJ 
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-- PART III I '" 
SEQUENT 1';",L LIST nws OF S 1GNIF1CAN'I' EVENTS 

1. TOPICS 

n. Po~aonnel and Administration 

(1) Tho Battalion begnn tho month of January with an 
on board strength of 40 ilio.rino Officors, 1216 Marine Enlisted, 
2 Navy Officers, and 55 Navy En1istod. Tho current on board 
strongth is 39 Marino Officers, 1213 Marine Enlistod, 2 Navy 
Officers, and 54 Navy Enlisted. 

(2) Ona Marino Officor is TAD in excoss of 30 days. 
The current effective strength of the Battalion is 36 Marino 
Officers and 1128 Marino Enlisted. Of these 6 Marine Officers, 
207 Harine Enlisted and 6 Navy Enlisted aro OPCON to 7th 
Marinos. 

(3) Two Marino Officers and 58 Marine Enlisted 0.1'0 
schedu10d for rotation during February 1968 as shown below: 

MOS WI1BER 

0302 1 

3502 1 

0141 4 
0311 43 

2531 .5 

30LI·l 1 

3051 1 

3381 1 

3531 1 

4131 1 

2532 1 

ENCLOSURE (l) 
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(4) Critical MOS shortages are shown below: 

HOS . ML OR SHORTAGE - -
0302 34 32 1 Maj, 2 Capt (ovor 1 Lt) 

0202 1 0 1 Capt 

0402 1 0 1 Ca.pt 

0130 2 1 1 Lt 

0369 34 24 1. 1-:1Sgt, 2 GySgt, 7 SSgt 

2531 32 25 7 PFC 

2867 1 0 1 SSgt 

3516 6 3 1 Sgt, 1 Cpi, 1 L/Cpl 

5931 J. 1 2 Cpl 

CASUALTIES 

KIA 9 

DOH 3 

WIA 73 
TJIANE 13 
Non Hostilo 8 

HII .. 1 

b. Intollis(mco 

(1) Porsonnel 

Cn) During the month of January tho Battalion 
Intolligonce Soction lost two scouts, (Corporals, 0311) to ~ 
normal rotation. ~ 

(b) S-2 Attachments. Tho two Scout Dog Teams, 
previously in direct support, wero withdrawn to III M1~ on 
19 January. Romaining attachments include two MPls I~ToAm 
and, four Scout Sniper Teams. 

(2) Colloction, Tho two mnin collection/targot 
acquisition offorts dur1ng the month of January 1968 were: 

5 
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• • (n) Tho nOll proposed area of operation for 3rd 
Batt£'.lion" 5th 11arines. 

~ 

(b) Our prescnt arca including tho loco.l guerrilla 
mo,dus operandi onc.lysis ande. continuation of tho terrain 
studios of those areas in which tho local enomy most 
frequently operates. 

(,3) Reporting. The Battalion S-2 Sect"ion conducted 
at least one commanders and stuff btolligenco briefing each 
day and several individual and small unit briefings during 
Jvnullry 1968. 

(4) Enemy Activity 

(a) The enemy Activity in our TAOR for the 
month of January 1968 has shown n definite'incroase of enemy 
harassment. All friendly units in the TAOR have experienced 
this increase" Dlain1y in tho form of sniping and mining in­
cidents. Tho locnl guerrilla.s have continued to conduct the 
majority of their activitios in orGanizod cells contninging 
from 3 to 7 members. In the southern section of tho TAOR 
there have boen numerous sightings of enomymovoment in units 
ranging from plctoon to company size. Many of these units 
nre unidentified" indicnting constc,tit movement. The presence 
of' nt 1e nst t,,·JO SAPPER companies traveling through the TAOR 
may exp1r~n the increase of mines nnd booby traps throughout 
the ar,)[l. rrhe follo\-1ing iddntified units ho.vo boen reported 
in or near tho TI~OH: 

3. On Jnnunry 8, tho 42nd Co,. of the 41st 
Bn sighted in GriaAT 9565. . 

2 Tho Q-15th Co (JJCA: X-65th" Dien Ban Co.) 
was sightod on the-17th of January. In Grid BT0665 

~ One Co. of the T-B9th Bn (AKA: 402 Bn) 
was reported in Grid AT9965 on Jnnucry 20th. 

4 Two companies of the 41st Draftee Bn were 
located in Grid 9505 on the 20th of' January. 

Z There are at loast three (3) known units 
operating South of our TAOH in tho Go Noi Island area. 

ENCLOSURE (I) 
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• • 
6 Recent reports of 0nemy movement hove 

boon: 24 Jnnuury,-R-20th Bn in Grid AT9653i 16 Jcrlunry, 
V-25th Bn in Grid BT0654; 19 Januury, the 3rd Bn., 3rd NVA 
Regt in Grid BT0854. 

(b) On tho 30th of January, 1968, the 3/5 Alpha 
Co~~nnd Group und India Co wore holi-lifted into a suspocted 
enemy position in tho Northernmost portion of tho TAOR vicinity 
BT040715. vlith ARVN blocking. Indio. Co conducted 0. wall 
coordino.tod swoep of tho area, which cont:::.ined rul e stimo.tod 
enomy b~ttnlion. Upon completion of tho sweop, thero was a 
confirmed count of 102 VC KIA, 88 POW 's, 13 VC suspocts and 
70 laborers. Cnptured onolny equipl1lent, weapons, medicnl 
supplies, documents, etc. ore includod in Janunryls total 
captured equipment. (See pnrngrnph 10.) The enemy force was 
c. combination of hard-core VC from soveral different units, 
Mombers of tho R-20th Bn, the V-25th Bn, and the C130 Bn . 
were included. Intentions of tho unit prior to tho contact 
nre unknown except for thu probablo mission of ho.rrassment of 
tho Da Nang aroa. During TET 3/5 suffered light casualties 
in comparison to the ccsun1tie·.9 in.flicted upon the enemy. 

(0) Tho enemy has used tho recent Ceese-Fire 
~riods to his ndvant~ge. Resupply and roorganization have 
been his most importc.nt Objectives. His use of propngnndn 
has incrcr.sod during the month of Januf~ry. Numerous loni'lets, 
bc.nnors, eto" have rocontly -beon found throughout the Tl~OR. 
Secret meetings nn<l tho usc of loud speakers have 0.1 so b eon 
reported. 

(d) The enemy activities during January have 
indicated the follov-ring cnpabili ties: 

1 Continued hnrrussing nction to include: 

a Sniping -
b Small scale attacks and ambushos -
c Use of mines c.nd booby-traps 

d Prop agenda -
e Terrorism -

2 Attack selected friendly instcl1c.tions 
with medium morters and/or heavy rockots. 

battalion strongth~ Attack isolated units in company or 
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• • (5) Vfotnmncse 11tto.ch:nents 

(n) Interpreters. Tho Battalion is presently 
suppor-tod by Four J .. RVN' ~nter-pretors. Throe are attached to 
the 3-2 and ono works with the 3-5 Scction. The interpreters 
hare direct liaison with the company commanders enabling 
them to usc their skills most efficiently. The value of 
interpreters in tho field and in tho combat base has beon 
proven mmy times. At the prescnt, the interpretors ar() 
holding English language clnsses in order to ex~and the 
Inngungo proficiency of ull Vietnnmose ~rsonnol attachod to 
this Battelion. 

(b) Kit Carson Scouts. l .. t the presont, five 
Kit Cnrson scouts are attached to tno Battalion. They have 
provided excellent sup~ort on search and destroy operations 
and also on the froquent platoon-sized patrols out of the 
combat base. The Kit Carson Scouts are attending the English 
language classes being given by tho intrepreters. bs their 
skill with tho langua.ge improves" thoir value to the bn.t;tnlion 
will iner-cuse. 

(6) Enomy L08sos. The enemy su.ffered the r ollowing 
casualties as c. result or 3/5 actions in January: 

KIll. 

WIA 

pow 

DET 

(7) Wee-thor 

114 

o 
88 

29 

(a) Rainrul1 1.16 inches 

(b) Temperature: 

1'·' Average High-78 

2 Average Low-69 

(c) Average Sunriso-0718H; Average Sunset-l835H 

(8) Terrain. See Command Chronology for October 1967. 

(9) The rolloving lists are tho totals of weapons 
ond equipment captured by 3rd Bn. 5th Marinos during the 
month of January 1968. 

ENCLOSURE (l) 
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• 41 
( c.) I'I enpons 

1 Soviet LI1G, 7 • 62mltl'· '<DPM 

14 Soviet/ChlComm lJC-47 , T.62mm rifles 

3 Soviet 7.62mm semi-auto rifles, SKS 

6 Soviet 7.62mm bolt action rifles 

1 ChiC onnn 7. 62mm HMG 

4 TT;"'33 pistols, . 7 .63mm, TOPKAREV 

3 us cn1.30 BAR'S 

I US 7.62mm M-14 rifle, modified 

4 us cal.30 M-2 carbines 

1 US cnl.30 1903 Spring~ie1d ri~le 

1 US ca1.45 pistol 

2 Soviet B-40 Rocket Launchers 

1 Flare pistol, unknown origin 

(b) Ordnance 

2 ChiCorrrra Bnngnlore Torpedoes 

75 ChiComm Concussion grenades 

20 US hand grenade s. 11-26 

2 Soviet B-40 rounds 

800 Assorted small armB rounds 

(c) 782 Genr. 3$0 pounds D.sso~ted equipment. 

(d) First Aid Equipment. 175 p~ds nssor:ted 
medicnl equipment. 

(e) 

(t) 

Documents. 50 .pounds 

other. 

1 US PRC-25 rndio 

250 pounds rice 

,-

ENCLOS URE ( 1) 
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• • c. Training 

(1) Training included lectures, demonstrations, 
c.n/or o.pplico.tion in the following subjects: 

(a) ~leo.pons Safety 

(b) Radio Procedures 

(c) Spot Reports 

(d) Lightning Praco.utions 

Ce) FO & FAC Procedures 

(1') Med Evac Procedures 

(g) Pam. F iring of the Individual and crew 
Served Weapons 

(2) Additional classes for officers o.nd staff 
NCO's were held on Spot Reports. 

(3) The orgo.riization conducted three indoctri­
na.tion. schools. Classes on FO/FilG procedures, and on the 
co.re, cleaning, mo.intennnce o.nd snfety of the M-16Al rifle 
are included in the ebhool ~yllabus. 

(4) All units fired their individual weapons 
for fcmdliarization at least ~wice this month. ~ll crew 
served wecpons have been fired. 

(5) Personnel attended the .following schools: 

(0.) SNCO Leadership School 1 

(b) NCO Leadership School 3 

(c) V iatDJlll1e 80 Langunge School 3 

Cd) CAG School 20 

(e) Embarkation School 4 
(ll Basic Ammo Tech School 1 

(1) 
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•- - • 
- (.).) i1 i The area in which art lery harrass ng 

and interdiction fires can be employed has been considerably 
reduced. H&I targets are plotted 500 meters either side of 
tho SONG TH/~H QUIT in order to roduce infiltration. 

(4) During the month of January, Battery F 
fired on u total of 92 missions in support of 3/5. 42 were 
observed amd 50 unobserved. A total of 683 ~ruze quick, 
197 HE-fuze VT, 87 whits phosphorus and 100 illumination 
rounds were fired. Battery F fired a total of 793 rounds of 
which 736 ware HE, 45 white phosphorus, and 72 smoke. Bravo 
Battery, OPCON to 3rd Battalion, 11th Marinas fired a totel 
of 28) HE and 9 white phosphorus in support of )rd Battalion, 
5th Marines on Operation No No.me 98,. conducted on )0 and 31 
Jaunuary 1968. Ii. grand tota1 of 1476 rounds were fired in 
the month of January. 

f.. Air Support 

(1) Tnctical Fixed Wing Support:'~during 
January, one air strike was conducted in support of to.ctical 
operations. 

emergency Hed 

gun support. 

(2) Helicopter Support 

(0.) 43 Med Eva.cs, including 22 
Evacs. 

(Q) one nssult landing with 

(c) 4 visuol reconnaisance 

( d) 5 resupplios to troops 

(3) Other Fixed Wing Support 

(n). 4 Air Observer missions 

(b) 7 Flare ship missions 

helicopter 

flights 

in field 

(4) Personnel. Ther.e were tW'o ALO/FAC 
Officers assigned to this battalion. Sufficient trained 
personnel were avnilnble to provide radio teams nt Company 
and Battalion level. 

g. Communications 

(1) The AN/PRC-25 has continued to serve as a 
relia.blb'llleona of communicntions. Schooling wns held this 
past month on the various field expedient antennas that can 
be used with the AN/PRC-25 , thus antiCipating damage to the 
11C-292.IS which is highly probable in n cotnbnt environment. 

I~) 
12 ~~~£UJ1 
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• d. Operations 

(l) At OlOOOlH Operation AUBURN continues 

(2) At 031133H chopped company G, 2nd 
Battalions ,5th Marines to parent unit. 

(3) At 031400H chopped Company E, 2nd 
-Bat.ta1.ion ... Jrd Marines to parent unit. 

(4) At 031430H chopped company E, 2nd 
-~'Bnttali.on..t' :5th-Marines. to parent unit •.. 

~. , (5) At 03l530R Operation AUBUmr terminated. 

--.. -

Alpha 'Command Gr0up-und' Company M 3rd Battalion, 5th l1arines 
'" .returned to combat base. 

(6) At 12l200H 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines e ... " _,~hopped ():pQON=-lst-,l1arineDivls,ion. 

- (7) At ~21800ffi S.ong Thanh "Quit·'boctiUIle the 

... _ .... - .. 

southern boundary,. of"the TAOR. 

(8) At l5l550H'2nd Platoon, Company I 
. chopped OPe.ON 1st ·.Marine Division for Rough Rider • 

. 7th Hnrines. 
(9) At l51800H Company L chopped OPCON 

(10) . At 20ll00H 2nd Plo.toon, Company I 
returned from Rough Rider. 

(11) At 300930H Alpha CornmandGroup and 
Compnny I departed on Operation No Nnnm 98. 

(12) At 3ll6l5H Alphn Co~mand Group and 
Company I returned from Operation No Name 98. 

e. Artillery Support 

(1) Battery F 2nd Battalion, 11th Mnrines 
supported the final days of Operation AUBURN from hill 55 
and DiEm Bnn. 

(2) As of 13 January, Battery F was chopped 
OPCON to 3rd Battalion, 11th r1a.rines. The Artillery liaison 
personnel with3rd Ba.tto.lion, 5th Marines are therefore OPCON 
to 7th 11o.rines, 3/111s directly supported unit. 

11 
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DECLASSIFIED , • . (2) Additional emphasis wes o.lso placed 
on training, use, and preventive; maintenance of HF and UHF 
radios becnuse of the Battalion's anticipated move North. 

(3) Communications security was stressed 
on all levels becnuse of the incr.eased enemy nctivity in our 
TAOR and the high probability of enemy monitoring. 

(4) Four schools (J days in length)·.W$P6 
held by the co~nunications platoon for the rifle company 
personnel. These covered a multitude of communications 
topics, rrom wire splicing and voice radio procedures to 
artillery and air request methods. 

(5) Generally the time spent this past 
month has been devoted to schooling and preventative maint~· 
enrrnc6,'with particulnr attention being given to supply . 
procedures and accountability. Vast improvements have been 
made on record keeping and maintenance logs. 

h. Logistics 

(1) General. The overall logistical status 
of the battalion is sntisfa.ctory. Dend1ined vehicles in the 
11otor Transport section are becomling en increas ing problem 
due to the non-avo.ilibility of parts. 

(2) Supply. Battalion Supply extensively 
prepared for the projected move. Items of supply not being 
currently used were trnnsported by tractor trailer to our 
w~rehouse in Do. Nang for storage. All other supplies were 
pnlletized CLnd tacticnlly marked ror embnrkc.tion. All 
outstanding requisitions IJr'iDr to 7260 were cancelled duo to 
a reconciliation of bnckorders. l.fter reviewing stock record 
cards to determine valid requirements for mnterial which 
was cancelled from FLC or Third Force Service Regiment, . 
reinstatements for valid requirements were mnde. One Mi~k 
Dispenser, w/stnnd, was turned into Division Food Service 
upon direction from that office and subsequently dropped 
from the Gnrrison Property Account. The Bllttnlion received 
one Household Refrigerator, Electric, from Go.rrison Property 
for the Battalion Aid Station. By the last week in January, 
0.11 Equipment CustOdy Cards (NAVMC l0359-SD) for Responsible 
Officers, were reviewed, corrected, and updated. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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• J.:3J,::,,~'kfti0r~!Trm1s$"Ont::.Con~ idero.ble diffi­
cult, in obtc.ining r.epair p'v.r.ts,,:flor':r'll:j.22A1 r sand 11274A2 fa, 
especinlly' spark plugs,.,.,spa1:'k plug 'oables, mc.:gneto, stnrtera, 
and inncrtubos, is b,eing experienced.. Priority 02 and NORS 
requisitions ha.vefniled to nllevic.te the existing problem.. 
Division Supply" Division Motor Transport, and G-4 have been 
advised of' this situation by direct liaison and through re­
gular reporting channels •. Maximmn ef'fort has been mcrde to 
consolidate requirements for vehicles from the vo.rious seotions 
to reduce duplication of utilization. 

(4) construction. Engineers have continued 
to improve internal road netl-rorks and road drainage. In 
preparation .for the occupnncy of the combat base by another 
unit, they began removing vegetntion nnd building a berm 
along the LZ for a small perimeter. They completely .,,1s­
mantled tho gnrage and moved it to their Battn1ion Hend-. :~ ,~ .... .;.. 
quarters. In o.ddition" they are filling the gnrbo.ge dump 
and digging n new area to be enclosed by barbed wire. 

i. Civic Action 

(1) I,lodcop,. 707 1600.1 Vietnamese were 
treated by the Battalion MEDOAP team. Due to our expected 
move there were no mobile medcnps held. 

(2) ~~. A totn1 of 11,,350 Payopa 
leaflets were hnnd distributed by l1nrines of the Battalion. 
A total of 12 aerial leaflot, drqpswe~e cond~cted,tflroughout 
the TAOR. Two oftheleo..flet drops w:ere, ,especiallY requested 
by this Battalion. ,One of them was tOi exploit nn incident 
!herein twoVietnumes~boys were injured by n VC booby trap. 
I'nthis drop 0. .total of 1000 VO atrocity leaflets were placed 
on gridBT630000. ' The. secr:md <irop was requested. through· . 
CAP D-l, to. i;)xplo~t the hardships of the VC life during TE'r. 
5,000 special TErlenflets wer9 .ordered,. to be passiad out 
be·fore. ond during the Vietnamese New .. Yenr. 

(3) Civil Affnirs Assistnnoe. A totn1 of 
300 1bs of rice was'. distl:'ibuted thJ'oughout the TAOH •. ' C1i.P .D-l 
wns given 50 lbs of soap and501baof clothing to pe dis-
tributed to the area·Popu1ation. . 

. (4) ~rQblems. No major problemB were en­
countored by the BattQ.lion 8-5 during the. month of JD.llunry • 

. ' .. 
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(.5) Tro.ining. Nine sewing olnsses were 

held at the Battalion MEDeAP Station. A sewing machine was 
procurred thrOU~l Regiment, and the sewing classes were 
taught how to use it. A totnl or 90 girls attended the 
classes. 

( 6 )Se rious Inc ·~ents .. · .Three' ~ e erioilB 
incidents were investigated during January. The most recent 
one, invo1vipg the shooting or n Vietnameae civilinnl is 
still under investigation. 

(7) Conte.ctswith the 10cn1 Officals·. The 
Hamlot Chief of DUC KY was escorted to his hamlet by Ma~ines 
of this Battalion. While he was in his hamlet, he investi­
gatod local va activity. 

2. Chronology of Events 

1-3 .. uo.n~c.ry 

26 January 

30 Jo.nuary 

30-31 Janun.ry 

Continuation nnd completion 
of Operation AUBURN 

1st Lt G. C • BACON assigned 
to duty as 3-4 

1st Lt F. 1'1. SrUTH assigned 
to Company K for duty as 
Commanding Officer 

Conducted search and destroy 
operation 

DECLASSIFIED 
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HEAD:';U'1L.ttr11RS ' 
Jrd BiittaliOwr ,· 5th Mu-::ines 

1st; J:arme, 'DiviSion (Rem J FMF 
Fro 33:11 Francisco ~ G:!.lirQrtlia. 96602 

From: Connnand:ing Or.flcer·-
';< To: Command'fug Officer'; 5th:. Mtr:ines' 

SUbj: OJmbat Atter Aet:ionRepa-t 

Ref: (a) Division order 34~Kr~1. 
(b) 5th Mo\rines Frag Order 74-67' 

Fhcl: 

1. Code Ns.m~., Operation AUBURlJ. 

3/GWB/dab 
3121 
5 January 1968 

2. ~te of Omatidn. 2S0835H December 1%7' 031530H January 1968 .. 

3. lor.a:!:,..ion pi; Operation. Go N:>i Island, ':1Urmg T:in Province, Replblic 
of Vietnam. 

4. .Q>rnmand, H~dguarter s. See Ta sk Organization. 

5. ;tf.sk qrtani;~!-lp.p, 

3rd BattaliOl1., (-) (Rein.), 5th Mlrines Ltt;ol ROCKEY 

H&S' C'c (~) . . Olpt. lW..NELL 
~t j Btr;v'. F, 2nd :en,' llth' 1-llrme s 
Det, .1st SP iBn. (RST) 

" ~t" . 1st Ehg. 'En 
Deb"_ Johd Plt. 

~ 

CX>I 
Co :t (rte:in) <apt KOLAKmiSKI 
r:et 1 H&S Co. 

net-Mad plt 
~tj (bmm pi't (FAC 'I'm) 
net, Jhtel Sec (Scout) 

net .. Btry Fj 2nd Bn, 11th M:l.rines 
tetj 1st, Phgineer Battalion 
Det, 1st SF Battalion (HST) 

OJ B 2/3 ~pt CAHlLL 
Co E (Rem) 
Det~ H&S Co 2/3 

'net., Mad Plt :r:NCLOSURE (2) 
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net, O::>mm PJ..t 

Det; 1st Ehgmeer !n 

DECLASSIFIED 

Det; Bt.ry D, 2nd En nth M;.rjnes 
net .. 1st SF B!ltte.lion (HST) 
net, Scout Ibg s 

• 
0::> E 2/5 capt McKEE 

Co E .(~:in) 
bet H8cS Co 2/5 

net Med PIt 
Det Connn Plt 

Det j Btry E 2nd Bn, 11th M3.r:ines 
Det, Scout D:>g Team 

Co G 2/5 
Co G (Rein) 
net, H&S Co 2/5 

Det, Ned PIt 
:net, Comm Plt 

Det, Btry E 2nd En, nth M3.rines 
1st· Plt, Co H 2/5 
Det, 1st :Ebg:ineer Bn 

O:>M 
Co M (Rein) 
net, H&s Co 

net, M3d PIt 
net, (bmm Plt 
[let, Scout D::>g Team 

net, Btry F, 2nd Ih, 11th Mlrines 
Det, 1st Ehgineer B:l 

6. ~'port.in& tC?!'.~ 

(1) From Commencement of Operation AUBURN at 280835H December 1967 
mtU ccmplction at 03l530H tbnuary 1968, the 3m B:3.ttalion, 5th }Brines 
rec~ived direct artHlery support from Bs.ttery F, 2nd B3.ttalion, 11th 
·M1r:1nes. At no t:ime dur:ing the cperation was the Battalion without 
artille1"y support. B9.ttery F~ 2/11 f:ired a total of 1.~ 509 rounds in 
support of the operation. These '\f..Jere observed f:ire missicns and 
harassing and interdiction fires. 

(2) On D-day a coord:ination problem occured 'Which resulted in 
/~poradic artillery support. Artillery was placed :in check fire status 

: from the time an aircraft left the rtm'Way, until· it returned. 

(3) There were three·batteries :in general support; 1st PIt, 3rd 
8n How:i.tzer;:;J B9.ttery E, ~/ll, and Bs.ttery W" 3/ll. They fired 501 rounds 
in 'supPOrt of the Operation. 
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(4) Saveral friendly ~;lA t s (minor) resulted from ca.lling artillery 

an enemy units that were heavily and closely engaged with the Blttalion. 
This "as a calculated risk dictated by the sitU8.tion. 

·b. Ajx 

(1) Durjl1g Operat.ion AUBUHN" "leather was not a significant 
deterrent to the utiliza tim of close air support. 

(2) Fixed wjng support was used extensively and effectively on 
])-day [md:O+1. A total of 50 fixed wing missions were run :in SUPfort 
of 3rd Pattalion, 5th M:1.rjnes duri"g the Operation. 

(3) llist fixed wing missicns Were controlled by aer:ial obrervers 
and monitored by the for~rd all' controllers. Target coverage l'lCl.S 

excellent. 

(4) Helicopters ~Jt3re utilized extensively throughout the Operation 
for ~ssault landings" medevacs and resupply. 

(5) Flare ships were used :in support of the defensive positions 
on five occasions. 

7 • Tn te ll;i,g enc§.. 

a. The enemy ,forces" anticiratEd on Ope!'2tion AUBlD3.N were not expected 
to exceed one 11VA Battalicn, two VCIvIF Pattalion, three local force 
guerrilla comp:mies, and selected hamlet/vi] lage defense sQUads. This 
:intelligence was p3.ssed to the Battalion CorfllM.ndE;r, staf? and unit 
COll1lIlc11lders in est:i.mate, brief:ing 8l1d oVGrlaJr form. 

b. The fo110\1dng enemy unj_ts "Jere identified as being disposed :in 
the general aJ~eG. of Go Noi Island or vdthil1 distance to possili1y 
influence the action: 

3rd D1, 3rd NV A Regt 
V-2.5 En 
R-20 Bn 
R-2l~ 'Co 
Q-13 0::> 
Q-15 Co 

c. A JB.st operation intelligence est:inE.te of enemy forces encountered 
by 3rd Bn, 5th M:1.rines ,...e.s one VCMF EBttalion" and "0 to 30 local guerrlllE. 
snipers. 

d. !p11ection am. Disseminatj.on 

(1) Dlr:ing Operation AUBURN" the 3rd Bcitta1ion" 5th l-larines ITT 
Team mterrogatcd OITer 100 Vietnamese naticnals. lib unit designatim 5 

were developed but confirmation of numerous enemy activities in the area 
was achieved. 
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(2) Olptu:i:'ed documents included a sauad leader ts notebook, r~oert. 
tax eaJ.lection records, diplOIIDs and personal letters with unit des:ignations 
aff:ixed thereon (I.E. V-751 M5, 1")-89 and 0:-92). Ilr'aw:ing s G~ bridr:es 
:in the area with the unit V-75 (AKA for ~-92) were obtained. 

(3) Captured rice total:ing 11,,000 pounds was destroyed :in place 
because of the :inability to transport it. 

(4) captured wea.rons were 5 rifles with 2000 rounds of nEM 
anuttmitlcn .• 5 assorted hand grenades and two Smith & 1i!esson revolvers. 

(5) other roptured gear included five 2.75 inch rockets, assorted 
detonating devices .. four bottles of penidJlm; one stethoscope" 
250 assorted ampules of medicine, six uniforms, two homemade shape charges, 
two homem3.de bangalore torpedoes, and two ;;lum:inum tubes. 

(6) Total Enemy losses were 37 va KIA (confirmed). 

8. Mission 

Dlring the conduct of Operation AUBURlJ .. the 3rd B:l.ttalion" 5th ¥iarines 
was init:ially assigned the mission of provid:ing blocking forces for 
attack:L>g ARv}T units. en Dl-l" this mission V·)aS modified to tha:t. of a 
detailed search and destroy" oper[1.tion to the ;(Jest on Go Noi Island. 

9 • ..Qm.9~ of O,!!erations 

a. At l,,-hour on D--cUl;y the Blttalion Conunand Group and two rifle Comp3.nies 
execute an: assault" helicop; er landing,;· secure lan'din,g zone m'\rJk1 sej.zc. 
Objectives Aand:'B" and establisl1a block on the'hTest side of the' 
rai1roa.d·trackfrom 997616 to 003520~ Two'additional: rifle Comranies 
execute an assault helicoJ;±, er landing; seCure "landing zone Eagle, seize 
Objective C, cmd establish a. block along Phase L:ine Blue. l\RVN forces 
sweep froin ~st to lrV€st 'compressjilg enemy forces aga:inst 'the blOcking"· .. 
positions of this Battalion,' . 

b. 'en" Df.3 days the Blttalion repositions 'il:.s· Companie's and 
execUtes a delibera.te sei'trch and destroyoperAticn to the v.restern limit 
of the 10. 

10 •. ' !&' cut"ion 

a. 26 Dec 1967 - , 
-.... 

" ~ .. !;.t26l700H the ComnandmgOfr1cer "3rd:Ba.ttalion" 5th 
M3.r:ines" received the 5th M3.rines Operation Order for Operation AUBURN. 

b. 27 Dec 1961 

,. At 2715bOH Complny 'E .?rid Battalion; 3rd M1rmes "-was· 

;' .. i&n
ed 

to the ~eration contrOl~f 3rd Batta1.ion~~~W~~\'D) 1 
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c. 28 Dec IJftl 

(1) At 280S35H Comrany I and Compg.ny E, 2nd Battalion, 3rd Mlr:ines 
and the Alpha COl1J.llk1l1d Group, commenced deploy:ing bY' helicopter from the 
3rd Battalion, 5th ~h<ine Combat B3.se to a ssignErl LZ lli.,,!k~ See Operation 
Overlay. 

(2) At 281000H Comp:l.l1Y E and Cc;,mpany G, 21.d B:ltta.lion, 5th MJ.rines 
conunenced deploying by helicoptoI' from the ~nd l33.ttalion, 5th 
Mlrbe Comh'l.t fuse to a s~ned L.3 Eagle. See Operation Overlay. 

(3) At 2B101+0H {Pmpc-my I secured Objective A. 

(l~) At ?80W.OH (}::,mpany E 2nd B3:l:;balion, 3rd M3.r:ines encountered 
h!!lavy small 8.ms fire 1,thile mov:ing from L2 Ha1",k to Objective B. 
Cbmplny E returned fire and called air str:ikl s. Company E advClllcoo 
through :init:W.l enem;y positions at 993533 and by 281ll5H began :ceceiving 
heavy automatic and semi-automat ic we.'1pons fit'e from enemy posit ions 
:in b'1e vicinity of 991532. Company E requested 1'1nd received fixed 
wing support. TM_s .'1.ction contmucrl until 281650H n.t l-rhich t jme C01!1Ixmi<:1s 
E and M broke contact and moved into night defensive positions centered 
at 996538. 

(5) At 28J220H, Comp3.ny I moved from Objective A to sup:"ort 
Cornpmy E. The 2nd platoon, Company I, 'at 997536, eame tmder automatic, 
semi autoITI.':1.tic and 1:If19 fire from 997533. Smau ,·J.rms fire lias roturned 
and a fixed 1"fing and helicopter gunship air strike was delivered. 
Sporadic a.utolmtic and 8cmi-£J.Utoma.tic wO:1.pons fire was ~'eceived from 
th e same area until 2S1620H. 

(6) At 2~1400H Comp:my G, 2nd B:lttalion, 5th Mlrines seized 
Objective C. 

(7) At 2815301-] Comp:1ny M (B'3.ld Elgle) dePlrtcd, by helicopter", 
from the 3rd :&1, 5th Na:d.nes TAOi1l. 

(8) At 281530H Comp3.ny M began arriving in LZ Hawk and received 
snail RrIns fire from ellel1Jy locatGd at 998533 8lld 991632. Cbmp3.ny I 
and Comp811Y E fired suppresivc emIl arms £1::'0 :in support of Com:r:nny 
M's l2.lld:ing. 

(9)' it- 281640H eompany M received 40 rourids semi-autolIk'ltic from 
treel:ine at 9985.~ while reoccupy:ing objective A •. It returnErl 100 .' 
nunds M60 MG, 60 rounds 5.56 and searched the aEea with neg,,~.tive results .. 

(10) At 2BI61!_5H Commny I at 997536 rcceivoo a- proximately 400 
rounds mixed 8.utoIm.tic and semi-autom.:ltic fire from 998533. It returned 
400 rounds' M-60 MG rounds, 200 rounds 5.56 and 10 M-79 rounds. 
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(11) At 28l7l0H an AO on station reported observing thirty-two 

enemy bodies, most of which were :in green utilities, :in front of Comp:my 
E 2nd Ihttalion, 3rd ~hrine posil:.ions. 

(12) At 2SUlOOH, (}::>mp3.nies E 2/3, M 3/5, and tho En Comrra.nd 
Group moved into night defensive positions contered at 9965]8. Cbmpmy 
I organized a separa:l:.e p(;rimeter centered at 997536. " 

(J.J'~ At 282000H Cbmplny E 2nd B:Ltta1ion, 5th ~13.rines, reporte:l 
that at. (Il8:'i1l~ <:1 .. 11 undeterminGd. number of VC were observed. by a squad. 
ambush, which fired 200 rotUlds mixed SImII arms fire. The area ~JaS SC.?X' ched . 
i'lith nega.tive results. 

d 0 .?.2.J,}eC 19f>.1 

(1) At 290820H Compan:is s E r:md G, 2/5 moved" by helicopter from 
L2 ~an to LZ Hawk :in a ccordance with a Frag Order issued' at 2811J-j.OH 
by 3rd B3.tta.1ion, 5th lvndnes. 

(2) At 290855H 5th M.q,:c:ines .Alpha Cbmmand Group and 2nd Battalion, 
5th l-hr:ines Alpha Conumnd Group displaced from respective O:mb d.t l39.ses 
to LZ Hawk. Company E e..nd Company G 2nd Eatta1icn, 5th M1rmes chopped 
to po.rent unit at this time. Oper,ltion AUBtRN ,-,as then controlled by 
the 5th M:J.r:ines, employing two maneuv,r b,q,t.ta.l,ionlo1. 

(3) At 290%OH 3rd l33.tta1ion, 5th Mirines secured Objective (he. 

(4) At 291140H Comps.ny I received L1.pproximA,tely 500 rounds mixed 
small arms fire from undetermined numbor of enemy" located Cl.t 993530. ·Comp9.IlY 
r returned I~OO rounds M-60 IYIG, 30e rounds 5.56 and 5 11-79 rounds, and 
searched the ar-ea ,.,rith neg·t.iv~; results. 

e (5) At 29I3lf.5H 3rd futtalion, 5th M9."ines S(;cured. Objectiv.'o Two. 

(6) At 29lh20H UE-IE gunships conductod an air st.rike on enenw 
loc~'.ted at AT 990533 with good target coverage. 

(7) At 2920l5H a Compmy I patrol moving to ambush sight 
sa:t'l g VC movi.."'lg dOlln a tran approx:int,~.tely 25 meters distant. The 
unit set up a hasty ambush and fired 150 rounds of 5.56 and 
50 rounds of M-60 MG. Che VC fell. Ehemy returned BOO rounds of 
B.utoma,tic and semi-autom..1.tic fire. The pa. t.ro1 then searched ar'ea with 
negative results. 

(1) Ey 300030H Comp:l.ny E 2nd Battalion, 3rd 1-:nrines received 20 
M-26 grenades at 997533 dur:ing the precedmg four hours. It returned 15 
M-79 rounds and searched the area at first light with negative results. 
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(lJl)oo-'~\E\ID100!105H: a Com!>U1y I unit obsocvcl one heavlly C'llIIOuflaged 

ve. movmg E'lst to "{Jest J,t 990537. A snj.pel' kHled the VC with 5 rounds 
rifle fire. The body ,,,28 kept undor observation. Resutl: Ole VC KIll. 
(em firmed) • 

(3) At 300g35H a scmd OP from Comp"..JlY I located at 992536 "WaS 

keep:ing the VC body under observe: tion when it received. 100 rounds automatic 
and 100 rounds semi-.9.utomatic WG'.pons fire from an est:innted squad of ve. 
The S('~~'.d -;:-oeturned 1 1&4..'-1, 700 rovnds 5.56uJl1l, and 4 60mm rounds, one YC fell. 
TJ.~'.is f L',:, "~,"'s not cf';:~ective :in surrrcssing enemy fire. '!he squ8.d 
pullEd bad: to the Comp:mypcrimeter and called an artillery mission. 
They s88.·ched the area aft.er the artiUe.ry mission and found several 
blo:)d traces but could not. locate enemy bodies. 

(4) At 300BJ.,.OH a helicopter land:ing in L'6 Hawk receivEd 5-10 semi­
automs.tic rounds from an undeterminod location. One M:l.rinereport:lng from 
Comh,"'.t Base to Comp:.ny E 2nd Eat tal ion, 3rd Ml.rines was wounded while 
moving away from the L2. ' . 

(5) At 30l045H a (',omrany I sniper observed one yc in an open 
field at 990539 carrying a weapon. He fired 10 rounds of rifle fire, 3 
M-79 rounds, and 2 LAN'!s. Tho VC fell as though hit. Search of the 
area disclosed three blood tr·ails and two M-26 grenades 1,litich "II,o:':'e booby 
t.rapped. They were blown in place. 

(6) At 301120H ComP'3.ny E 2nd Bltta1ion, 5th M3.r:ines IDS chopped from 
inrent unit to Jrd futtalion, 5th Ml.rines. 

(7) At 30llZ0H OpEJl'aticn AUBUitN returned to Operational Control 
of 3rd B3.ttalion, 5th M?r:inos. 

(e) At JOl?30H Compa:v M found four hEavily reinforced bunkers., 
numerous documents" sim11 arms brass, 1 US p3.ck and one gil artillery round 
:in vicinity of 990529 ~ 'l'heyblew the artilkry roUnd :in place 
and returned other items to the B;I.ttalion 5-2. . 

(9) At' 301?45HCamrany M, alerted by a scout dog, dropped to the 
ground immed:ic1.tely. They received 150 rounds of semi-auto1ll3.tic 
weapons fire from approxjnately ~ meters away (friendly coord:in8:::'es 997530). 
'!'hey returned 175 rounds of 5.56 and 7 M-79 rounds, and called 
an arti'lery mission. They seC'rched the area with negative results. 

(10) At 301hOOH Compmy I moved to the Combat Base. 

(11) At 301h~5H one M:trine 'received minor shrapnel wounds from 
a friendly round.Fre "Jas given first, ail by a Corpsnanand. sent to the 
Battalion CP for further treatment. later, he was medevaced. 

mdtOsURE (2) 
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(12) At ]015l5H (bmp:!.ny G 2nd Rltt8.liol1., 5th M9.rjnes chopped to 

3rd B3.ttalioi1, 5th K'lrmes. 

(13) d.\t ]015ifOH rewupj'ly was effected. ':.' 

(14) At 301S30H .'1 DlD.le dct.c1.inee '\Ic!?S returned to the Bsttalion 
Cf' from the Regimental CF. He rev09.1ed the locn.tion of an underground 
v,:-.t, apprcxJ1Il", tely -cen (10) feet indjametel' containing approximately 
11,000 ]'0g C'f processed rice. The deta:i.nee stated that this was VC 
rice" 0;" i.:' :·~7. was destroyed. 

f. 3' December J,3Jfl 

(1) At 310l!30H one M9.rine was ~rro.undcd by an incoming hend grenade, 
He "]8.S tree,too by the Battalion SUrgerm and returned to duty. 

e (2) At 31l307H Comr:any G received approx:ilIlil. toly 50 rounds 
of' semi-autol1l.:'1tic weapons fire from an estinl3.ted ~-3 vc. Compmy G 

. returned 100 rotmds machine gun fire, and 50 5.56 rounds. The area iAms 
searched with negt'1.tive results. 

(3) At 311430H on8 M3.rine receivoo. a small piece of shrapnel in his 
right a.rIll while destroying a bunker 1-lith an N-26 grenade. 

(l~) At 311500H one M?rine fell Nhile searching a bunker. 
His rifle discharged and the round went through his right hand, resulting 
in a medevac. 

(5) At 311535E Pi. 1lllit froro H&:S Co lIJ8.S destroying captm'a:l 
ordnance in a bunker. Q1G IllD.le VC fled i'rO:l!1 the bunker, and he "I'J£t,s 
shot and kEled by fL8 pcrson.;lcl. (he ChiCom grene.dc and one M-26 
grenade were taken fro1')1 t.he Dj,'y. 

(6) At 31170CJH 3rd Eattaliol1., 5th llurines units he.d seized 
and searched' Objectives BI C, and E in accordance with the Frog 
Order issued on 3G t1.tnuEl.:ry 1967. 

(7) At, 312055H Compmy E 2nd Battalion, 5th furines obsorved 
h VC 1'[ith v{e9.pons 20. meters iN€st of their pos:ition. 1\,1'0 M-26 grenades 
were mro1.oln at the VC 1 YC fell, and the other three dragged the body 
away. 100 rO'lIDds 5.56 were fired at the fleeing ve. The area was 
searched. "with negative results. 

([5) At 312115H Comrany E 2nd Battalion, 5th l4i.r:ines, received 
2 rifle grenades. The grenades fell 25 meters short of the listeniJ"1g 
post position. 

mCLoSIJRE (2) 
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:g- 01 January: 1968 

(1) At Ol0900H 'I-:h110 effecting resupply~the helicopter reoeived 
4 to 5 rounds of semi-autolll1.tic weapons fire from coord:inates 9a:L532. 

(2) At OlllOOH 100=>.1 securH,y p2.trolJing Bnd hole hunting 
vlithin the delfensive por:im.eter ,,,ere conductEd in compliance with the 
te~s of the truce. 

(3) At OlllOOH, ",.hile checki.1g a bunker ~ Company E~ 2nd 
B:l.ttalion, Jrd Mowines found a ':"'uantity of monofiliment ImG attached 
to s'lllall bamboo stakes, an.~.rently uSEd as tripping devices for booby 
traps, two bandaf,;Gs, iod:ine and three miscellaneous items. 

(J+) At O1ll50H a Comp:J.ny M souad p:,!,trol received a 7-9 round 
burst from an automatic l-reapon 10c:1.tod :in the tredine ap'~rox~.tely 
300 meters away. The patrol rdul"ned 3 M-79 rounds 2nd s8e.rci1ed. the areQ. with 
ne,'5ative results. (:Ehemy po:.sition 996536). 

(5) At 01ll55H a Comp:my G p3.trol found tlrTO trails with fresh 
bare foot pr:ints. The bolo hunting op0..ration discovered numerous 
fortified shelters trenches and lndividual ficshting holes. The foll(1lpr:ing 
it,ems were found :in a tunnel: 1 p:mcho liner (US), 1 CS grEmade and 
5 cans of C-rat:i.ons. All holes 2nd trenches l'.rere either blown or fi: Jed 
in. The captu:ced 0qui:';!lnEnt '\,'3.8 turned in 'co the futtalion S-.'2. 

(6) At Oll445H, Ihgineers attached to COlnP<cUlY M blev{ ': bunkers 
and tt.mnels 30 feet long. Tho -tunnel extendsj. from j11side the I10rimeter 
to outside the p8r:i.meter, exit, ini,; in a C?)le field. 

(7) At 01153f)H a COrJl)1DY M pD,trol found 1 flak jacket, 1 
cartridgE:: belt, 1 p:l.ck vi enb vvhinr,:,' tool, 1 H-26 grenade, 2 antennas 
and 1 gas m'lsk (all US)~ 

(8) At Oll830H Comp,my M received approxirl1ately 20 rounds 
automatic woopons fire from C)91535 and 993577. They returned 100 
rounds N-60 HG, 200 5.56 rounds, and 4 M-79. ' A night activity :in front 
of the lines se'!.rched tho area and reported negatiVE:: results. 

(9) At 01l930H Compcmy E 2nd Battalion, 5th M3.rines reported 
that an undetermmed numb01' of en~T threw soveral grenades at their 
defensive position. ';Vhen one grenade landed 1,rith:in a mac.hi..re gun position, 
11 M3.rine divod on top of the M 26 grenade and told his feUo .. ! M3.d.nes 
to clear the area. The grenE.de did not detona to, c:1lld it i<!i3. s t!U"OlV!l 

towa,1"d the enemy. 

(10) At 01.2020B Comp:my G receiv€.'<l three incoming grenades 
2,t 986532. 3 M-.:26 grelle,des vrere returned. A search was made at fil~st 
light i--rith neg~o:t,ive results. 
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. (1) 1\.t 0207hOH.# COf,1[an;}" E 2nd B3.ttalion" 5th Vadnes received 

approx:im,tc1y 20 rlUnds of 2utom::~tic. trnapons fire and 15 rounds semi­
automtic l!eapOnS fire from a tree1:ino approxi.m:'\tely four hundred meters 
to their front. 50 rounds 5.56, 8 rounds M-79 ~~'9re returned. The . 
area 1~,S :Un.t-nediD,tely swept l;}"ith neg!Jtivc resUlt!. 

(2) .At 020830H, Comp.'my E, 2nd B3.ttalion, 5th I'!hr:inc;s "r3.S 
d.dV3nc:k~ tc;"re,rd an assigned Objective ,,,,hen the attached scout dog 
:,icked.:'~; ;', ,,,,trong scent. The unit then conductfd a reconnaisance 
by fll-E)" c".'sing a "Ie am1::'lJsh to fire preJm:turely. 1m estilll'.ted 1.2 VC 
f:i:ccd 100 r<'unds CJ.utonLo,tic i'Jld ')0 to :30 rounds scmi-,,-utoffi;1t ic fire. 300 
~1-60 }G rounds and 200 5. 5~. 1-rerc roturned. 1 VC fell. The arc-ca was 
s8nrched and "blood) and a Simll number of AKh7, H-lh and 1-11 cartridges 
w'ere found. 

CJ) At 0209 40H, th e point :tran of Ca:npi?!.ny G tripped a gJ:enade 
booby trap, resulting in 1 UsrIC~lIA Med~vac. 

(l~) JrJ:, 021100H, 3rd l33.ttalion, 5th M9.r:ines continu€d to sw,;ep 
and search the ObjectivE: a:cGas on the \'TesteI'll PB.rt of Go Noi Isl.cmd. 

(5) At 021300H, at 96h540, Comp:tny E, 2nd J39.ttalion, 5th M'lr:inos 
received sniper fire from 96l!.51.;.2. Fire W·:l,S placod on the cnenw posicioilS. 
'!'he area .m.s swept wi-(,h negative results. 

(6) f!J:, 021330H E:1gineers attached to Cornpmy M ble11T four r(',inforced 
bunkers. 

(7) At 02l600H, a Mi:u·:L."1c from Compgny E, 2nd Battalion, 5th I-brines 
tripped a booby trap, (CO:1Cuss:;on t3-"Pe grone,de) G.t 967539. No 

. :injuries vrere sustained. 

(8) At 021715H .)ne ill',,}, from Comp:my G trip}18d a booby trap" 
believed to be of a homonade vo.riety, 'which W8.S p-lac8d on th£" trail at 
9655U, resulting in 2 USMC WIA, 1 Priority Hodevac and one Non Medev9.c. 

(9) At 0217l5H, Comp::l.ny E, 2nd B3.ttalion, 3rd ViD.rines found one 
explosive device consisting of a G-ration can variety grenade, with a 
15 foot long trip "fire attached. The device .. Jas destroytd. 

(10) At 02195'c'H, n Comp:l.ny G souad ambush receiVed an :incom:ing 
grenade which resulted in 1 USN KIA and 3 USi'vJC ;:HA, mc-deva.ced. 

(ll) At 022105H, a Comp:my G s::J uad ambush observErl 7 VC 
approximately 30 meters a .. Tc1Y from their position. They threw 2 grenades 
at the enelI\V and fired 50 5.56 rounds •. !" VC .. rcre SC(,n to fall as they 
were illuminatoo by the blast. :fuuncdiately after throwing the grenade, the 
ambush received ono :incom:ing grena.de from another locr;.ticn, resulting 
:in one USMC :j,:IA" Non-mroeVc1C. 
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.t. 1 Jmuan: 1968 

(1) At O]0825H, a Com:r:any G platoon SEnt t.o search the area of 
the previous night's ambush received 10-15 sniper rounds from the cemetery 
located at 966%3, resulting in 1 USMC "'Ill.. (Einergency l-ledevao). 200 
rounds M-60 1£, 11 60mm mortar rounds and 100 5.56 rounds were returned. 

(2) From 030930H until 031215H, a.n units crossmg the stream 
south of the AO received harrassing sniper fire from an undetermined 
number ;:;:f fXlJ:.ny in the vic:inity of 955542. Artillery missions \rere 
called li:: ::;-. :';50 po soltions. 

(3) ·At 031040H Comp:m:r G received several sniper rounds at 956537 
from an unkn01..n loetion. ene Mi-J.rme received a superficial 
bu.::.let I-round :in tho e.rm. (~!on~-1<Iedevac) 

(~.) At O)1330H, (Pmp:'my G, 2nd Rlt talion, 5th M3.r:ines chopped to 
r,aren t unit Q 

(5) At 03lhOOH Canp-:my E, 2nd B3.Ualion 3rd Mlrmes chopped to 
p:1.rent unit Q 

(6)' At 0311~30H Comrany E, 2nd Battalion, 5th M:lrines chopped to 
p3.rent unit" and. returned by truck. 

(Y) , At 031h39H, a Mlrine :in the left fla.nk security elemEnt of' 
ComP3.l1y M tripped a concussion grenade booby trap loc.2.ted m tall p;r2.ss. 
2 casualties (non-medevac) were susta.ined. 

(8) At 031530H Op(;ration AUmu:m term:ino1.ted. 

(9) At 03l725H Comp1.ny M and the Alpha Col!ll'l1a.nd Group displaced 
t.o the Jrd B3.ttalian, 5th M?~r:in('; Comb.':l.t EBS€} by truck~ 

li. Results 

. .. ,- / 

a. 1!hemy 

(1) E£rsonnel: 37 KIA (confirmed) 

(2) ·M3.ter~l 

(a.) Rifles ' 5 . 
(b) Pistols 2 
(c).$1mo-2,OOO ros,7 .62 long 
(d) Rice - 11,000 Ibs (processed) 
( e) Grenade s 5 
(f) US 2.75 Rockets 5 
(g)' L'l.rge amounts of assorted detonat:ing devices 

charges. 
(h) Assorted mErlicines 
(i) Uniforms . 6 
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b. Frien4lz 

(1) KIA - 23 
(2) WIA - 62 (52 W1AE and 10 WII~E) 

12. ,&!ministration 

:i".:' All !.'C'SUPT'Jy was effectE..'<i by he1ilift. 

(2) Tho HST net was usEd as a logistical and helicopter control net. 

(3) In general, helicopter support for resupply was excellent. 

b~· !1L~~~. lib ma.:intenance problems l.;ere encountered. 

c. Il:ea,;tment_of Ol~a~tl:.efl.J FRa:cuation andHospita.li@t;9P 

(1) Treatment of casualties was performed in an excellent rtarLrJ.er 
by the 3/5 medical detachment :in the field. 

(2) Evacuation of caSUc'llties l'JaS accomplished with:in a m:in:imum of 
amount of t:ime. 

(3) Difficulties were enCOlmtered :in the area of cilsualty 
tabulat:ing and rcport:ing on D-d.'W. The casualty reporter became a 
casualty on D-day e.nd this contributed directly to the difficulties. 
Med.evac helicopters came under fi1'o while jn the zone and on occassion 
lifted off lrith body bec'.rors aboa.rd. Tactical radio traffic '·18.5 at a 
rnaxinum on· D-day and lfutited the admi.ylistrative messages which could be 
transmitted. . 

e d. Transportation. No pro!)lems were encomtered with transportation. 
Rcpla.cement and special supplies were transported to the WEi. by truck 
or hand carried. All resupplies and replacements 'VTere delivered to 
the field l::Q" helicopt or from the lSA.. . 

e. ~unica.tions 

(1) AN/PRe 25 radios performed extremely well. The Batwlian wa.s 
able to cammunic-:te effectively with itsre.ar echelon and ,.,ith Regiment. 

(2) l'l1e AN/PRe 41 was used extensively .for controll:ing f:ixed 
w:ing air suppo'rt by ground FAC Teams and to communicate with aer:ial 
observers and helicopter pilots when other mecns of cOIl1nlunica tiona 
were not feasible. 

(3) Because of the multitude of units :in this area of operaticns, 
trctffic on some frequencies interferred with others. £mits oper::tting 
in the same genoralarca or adjacent areas need to effect l:iaison so as 
to"mlnimize difficulties of this nat,urc. 

12 

DECLASSIFIED 



tl' 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Medica.l Evacua.tion 

(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
(5) 
(6) 

Total number of medical evacuations 
Killed Act ion 
Wounded L~ Action 
Wounded in Action, ~~n ~ac 
Non Co:mbat D93.ths 

.. " 
fun Combat Injuries, Ev~lC 

.~ ,. 

- 75 
.:.. 23 
- 61 
- 10 
- 0 
- 1 

a ~ As the :init:ial l2.nd:ing was mD,de in le.ndi11g zone Ha,"« on D-day, 
the zone pr'cgressive13T moved t,rest1A!,').rd, vrith ea.ch ho1icopter wave l!Ulding 
c. little farther 1'I8St than the 13.st wave. This incrE1!.scd tho c00rdil1;~tion 
difficulties faced by' the CO, CompiJllY E, 2nd Bn 3rd M:lrines. As that unit 
i)oce.me more deeply and closely involved in hcC'.vy cont"ct "'lith the 
sizable enemy force soutlnrost of 1Z I-Ja1,Jk, it bcc:J1lle 2.pparent. that 
our mission of est.;::,blish:lng a blocking force along the railroad track 
1.<!2.S :imrract:cal. Consequently" Compmy I, 3rd Bi., 5th M3.rines "BS roIled 
from Obj ective A to sup-art Com'''.s.ny E, and tho fuld ElgIe, ComP3ny M" 
3rd B:t.ttalion, 5th M3.r:ines, was committed into 12 Hawk at 1+5)' hours. 
By 281630H, the situation VIas wen :in hand, and the enemy had broken cont.act. 

b. Upon rc'Ceipt of 5th M3.rines F'rAg Order 7( -67, 'WEl proceeded 
11'Gst'hr.?,rdon Go Noi Island, :L."l compl:iance with our new mission, until 
0+-6, 'h'hen vc a'lCtractcd from Fhu lac (6) in the ?nd In, 5th l'iar:inos, TAOR. 
O:mtact with significant enenw forces 1.<JaS not lII9.de, due to tho abtl1"ldance 
of luxuria!lt natural covor and concealment, and the large are', covered. 
I feel that a larg8r fo:ree them a battalion is renuired for ade,...,uate 
coverage of the AO. large enemy forces could have e:vaded our search and 
del!!troy efforts, concealr:,d mf;t,G vast expanses of elephant grass, 
in some cases reaching tvwlv(;, ::cet i'1 hei8ht. 

c? The mmecer:;sary ,;hec~.: ;':'1:'8S imposed on direct sunrort artillery 
on D-d2,Y was and is a m3.·~,teJ:' 0:.' grcs,t concern (Sl:e p",ragraph 6a). 
Vitally ~equi:ced fire su:pTor'l,~\HS needlessly withheld from the 
EBttalioll because of thj_s impOsition. The tactical unit controllji1g 
the operntioa must b~, aHovred to ei"cct the nocossary coorct:ination of 
all SU9Portins arms. 

ll!. • Re cOIilDenda t ion s. 

a. That future Operations :in this AO should be' conductEd by 
a minimum of two l!l.:1.neUVer Ihttalions. 

b. That an extensive defoliation program should be immed:iately 
:init:iated :in the AUBURN AG. 

c. That chock:ing the fire of direct supr,ort !3.rtlllery should 
be the sole responsibility of the supported unit cormmnder. 

l{(,«~~ ti:4." 
w. K. ROCKEY / 
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