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HEADG;;UARTERS 
.3rd Battalion, 5th liiarines ---" - 1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From: omilondillg r 

.3/LCG/dab 
5750 
.3 March 1968 

To: CO'l1raanding Gene~nl" .lst Muine Divis ion (Rein) 
Via: COtlmlEn ding Officer, 5th Marines 

Subj: COmDlcLlld Chronology for period OlOOOlH to 292400H Feb 1968 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2A 
(b) FMF PacO 5750.8 
fC> DivO 5750.2B 

Encl: J (1) COlnyaand Ch.ron~)logy Report 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a), (b) 
and (c) the Co~~nd Chronology for the month of Febru~y 1968 
is hereby submitted. 6~ 

D."'clo.ss1!'1e-d by the Dlrfl"tor or l&arine CorpS 
1.:~:'3tc1"'7 nod Yu~c~ 10 e.eoo.rd:alCHt with th~ 
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.. HEADQUARTERS' 
3rd Battalion, 5th Mar~nes 

1st Marine Division (Reid) ~MF 
FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

C{)Ill1lland Chronology, ' " , 
010001H to 292400H Feb i968 

Inde~ 

Part + - Organizational Daba 
Part II- Narrative Data 
Part lIt - Sequenti~l Listings 

Events 
ot' Signit'icant 
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• lPARr I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA - . .. 

Commander 

Capt R. J. MARNELL 

Capt H. KOLAKOinfSKI Jr. 

lstLt F. 1r.!. SMITH 
, 

Capt J. D. BlOTlS 

Capt J. E. I'lITCHELL 

Period Gova:rad" 
~! ¥..... ). . . '. -

e 2. Location Quang Ham fl.nd Thau Thien Provinces, RVN 

3.' Statf Offioers 

XO Major R. C. 'II[ SE 

8-1 WO J. S. BISESI 

S-2 WO J. l-l. BEVIER 

8-3 Ce.pt G. W. BOl}ERS 

S-4 latLt G. C. BACON 

S-S Capt J. A. FERNANDEZ 

4. Ave:rage Monthly Strensth 

US1>C 
OFF ENL - -
36 1111 

USN 
OFF ENL 

2 54 
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PART II 
NARPATIIJJ SUl'F[ARY 

There currently exists 0. need in the comrrUtnd for two 0302 . 
Ca,tains, three 0302 Lts., nn 0202 Captain, an 0402 Captain; 
nnd one 3502 Lt. There also exist a need i'or 1 Master Sergeant, 
2 Gunner'y Sergeo.nts, nnd 11 Staff Sergeants 0369. The 
major shortase exist in Staff NCO leadership in the 03 i'ield. 
This shortn~o is mc,de more evident by the fact that the Battalion 
has only 5~ oi' its ~VL strength in Stofi' NCOi s , 0369. 

Ba.ttalion Intelligence efforts wero primarily directed 
toward enomy nctivity nnd large sCGle :movement into the 
Danang vital area. During the month tho enemy moved in 
lor-go, 1-Jell turmed groups to a.tto.ck the Drmnng aret'" Dnd its 
surrounding units. Sniping along Highway 1 increased a great 
deal during the first part of the month. Booby trc.ps cnd 
commend detonated mines were encountered in greater quantity 
than in runy prooeeding month. 

,---- Tho Battnlion started and completed several operotions 

:j 
)Oi 

within its TAOH. Intensivo rocket bolt pctrolling was continued 
and numorous platoon vnd company sized oporntions wOX'O run. 
The Battc.lion startod Operntion HOUSTON on 26 February 1968 
in Thau Thien Province. It is still in progress. 

Indootrination school WD.S hold for 0.11 nO l,'1ly .1oinod 
personnel with c~ll required subjects being taught'. Indoctrination 
training was n1so held for membors of the 2nd Bnttnlion, 27th 
Marines when thnt org~izntiori movod in to tako over 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines TAOR in Quang Nnm Province. Instruction 
we.s also given the compnnies in the operc,tion of the new 
AN/PPS6 r~dar set. 
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PA.Rr III 

SEQUENTIJl.L LISTINGS OF SIGNIFIC.iiliT EVENTS 

1. Topics 

Co. Personnel and Administrnt ion 

(I) The Battalion bJgnn the month of Fobl>uary with on 
on bonrdstrength of 39 Murino Officers, 1213 Mnrine enlisted, 
2 Nll.vy officers, and 54 Navy onlistod. The current on bOard 
strength is 38 Marino officors, 1098 Mnrine enlisted, 2 Navy 
officers, and 53 Navy enlisted. 

(2) Ono Mnrino officer is TAD in excess of 30 deys. 
The current effectiv~ strength of tho Ba.ttalion is 31 Ma.X"ine 
officors r.ud 940 Herino enlisted'. or these 6 M.:"1.:rino officers 
nnd 183 Mnrino onlisted and 6 Navy onlistod nre OPCON to 1st 
Battalion, 5th ~t.'l.Y'inos. 

(3) Firt~ Narine enlisted arc schodulod for rotation 
during Me.rch 196 [,S shown below: 

MOS NU'll1BER 

0141 3 
0231 ' .. 1 
0311 23 
0331 7 
0341 4 
0351 1 
21::47 1 
2332 2 

iJ. 2511 1 
2531 2 
3371 1 
3531 4 

(4) Cr1 ticnl ~10S shortc,gos ['.1'0 shown below: 

HOS 1\1L OR SHORl'AGE -
0302 33 29 1 Major, 2 Captain, 1 Lt 
0202 1 0 1 Co.ptc.in 
0402 1 0 1 Captain 
0130 2 1 1 Lt 
3502 1 0 1 Lt 
0369 34 20 1 MS gt, 2 GyS gt • 11 SSgt 
2867 1 0 1 SSgt 
3516 6 4 1 Sgt, 1 LCpl 
5931 J 1 2 Cpls 
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KIA 
Dmi 
\.fIAB 
1;,TIANE 

CASUALTIES 

NON HOSTILE 
IHA 

b. Intolligonc~ 

(1) Personnel . 

., 
28 

2 
128 

43 
13 
o 

(0.) During tho month or February the BnttuliDn 
Inte11igenco Secti',~n lost One Intelligence Chief' (SSgt 0369), 
t1010 Intelligenco Assistm ts (Sgt 0231 end Corpornl 0311) to 
norrao.1 rotc.tion tmel j._ ined three Scout trainees I LCp1' s 0311, 
replacoments. 

(b) 3-2 Attachments. The two Scout Dog teems, 
provir)Usly in diroct sup)ort wopo vJithclrt.',:tID to III MAF on' , 
22 Fobruc.ry. Romaining nttc.cbments include tID .MPfa, one 
ITT Teem, 4 Scout Snipor Teams, nnll 'J!lO IT Sgt (0251). 

(2) Co11ectLm. The t1rJO mnin collection/targot 
acquisition efforts during tho month of Februnry 1968 were: 

(0.) Tho new uroe. (,1' Operc.tion for 3rd Bn, 5th 
1'1o.rine8. 

(b) Our formor area including the locnl guerrilln 
mode of oporntLm enalysis c.nd a continuo.tion of the terrain 
studies of those areas in ,,1h.ich the locnl enemy most frequently 

"i! oporc.tes. 

(3) RC')Qrt ing. Tho Bc.ttalion 8-2 Soct ion conc.lucted 
r:t loast ono Conll]1cnder's and Staff intolliG;enco briefing 8uch 
d.p,,y fJill sovGrGl individual cnd amnII unit bril3fing, during 
F'ebrunry 1968. 

(4) EnoU'!:y Aotivity 

(f'.) The anomy notivity in ')ur olc1TAOR for the 
munth of Fobrunry 1968 showed 11 shnrp jum;) duo to the TILT 
offensi vo. Through:;ut the old TAOH there WC.B much enemy 
Qctivity in units uc,) to Battalion size. r.fnny of the units 
were nIJt positively identified, inc.1cat1ng constant movement. 
The presence of nt loast 3 Bn siz~d units explains the increllse 
of mines and booby traps throughout tho old,aroa~ 

--'- -,- ENCLOSURE"(l) -. 
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(b) T~e anemy nctiyities during February hnve 
indicated the .f·oJ,lowing capabilities: 

.! Continued harrassing action to include: 

M~©~~$$~W~~[ID !l Sniping 

b Small scale attacks and mbushes 

~ Use of minas and booby traps 

d Propnganda 

e Terrorism -
2 Attack selocted friendly installations 

with medium mortars and/or heavy rockets. 

1 Attack isolated units in company or 
Bnttalion strengtn. 

(5) Vietnamese Attachments 

(a) Int-er*retejrs. The Battalion is presently 
sUP':1ortcd by three ARV interpreters. Two are attached to 
8-2 and one works with the 8-5 section. The interptaeters 
havodirect liaison with the Company Co~~d~rsi enabling 
thorn b:> use their skills most efficiently.; . The value of 
intorpreters in the fieldnnd: .intho combat. bas'e has been 
proven many times. When not in thefiold, ou~ int~rpreteFs 
hold English classos to expand the Innguage,proficiency of 
0.11 Vietnamese personnel attached to the Batealioti. 

(b) Kit Carson Scouts~ At presentj three Kit 
Carson Scouts are attached to the Battalion. They have 
provided excellent BUp')Ort rm search nnddestrby. operations 
and also on tho frequent ?latoon-sizod patrols outof,the 
combat base. The Kit Carson Scouts attend the English 
language classes being given by the interpretors, when not 
in the field. AD thoirskill in the language increases their 
value to the Buttc.linn is also increasing. 

(6) Enemy Losses. Tho enemy sufi'ered the following 
casualties cs n rosult of'3rd En, 5th Marines nctions in 
FobruCtry: 

KIA 134 
N'IA 0 
POb! 20 
m~T 6 
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(7) Waather . 

(n) Rainfall: 3 inches 

(b) Tamperllturo: 

1 Ave:rage-!dgh'" 74 
! Average 10w • 6) 

(8) Terrain. Soe Cottll'lUU1d Cbs'onolog ror October 1'961. 

(9) 'the following lists are the totals of weapons 
onGl equipment captured by )I'd Bn.Sth Marines during the 
month ot Fabruarl 1968. 

(tt) Wan120ns 

2 - ~P-38 pistols 

4 - 1.62 pistols 

15- luc-41's 

.3 .. SKS ts 

8 - 7.62 It mechinoguns 

5 - 1.62 assault mnchine guns 

1 - 7.62 heavy machine gun w/wheol carriage 

3 - B-40 rooket launchers 

1 - B-50 rocket launcher 

2 - 60mm mortars (ono w/sight) 

1 - M-60 machine gun (US) 

1 - M-14 rifle 

1 - M-l6 riflo 

1 - M-l rifle 
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(b ) Ordnance 

12 B-40 rd~ 

5 60mm mortar ~ds 

600 rds 7~62 ammo 

700 rds 7.62 linked ommo 

22 OhiOom grenades 

(c) Z82 Genr 

4 NV A gas Mska 

9 NVA packs 

25 AK-47 mngnzines 

12 cartridge belts 

3 ChiCom field phones 

10 1bs clothing 

(d) First Aid Equipment - 10 lbs nssorted m~ienl 
oqulpmen'E • 

t' \ 

(e')Dbotin'i:ents - 25 Ibs 

(f' ) Oth~r ~. .. 
·1 US' pnci":Z5 rndl0 
25'.000 11:>'s rice 

8, 
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(1) Traintng inc1;:udod 'lectur~s j dQmonstrctions,., 
L~--""~m!!1:o# £lpplic:ntion in tho follo1f.Jing subjeqts: " 

(n) Weapons 'Safe,ty 

(b) Rndio Prooedures 

(e) Spot Roports 

(d) Lightning Proceutions 

(0) FO &: FAC Procedures 

(f) Mod EvQ,c Proeedures 

(g) Fam Firing of nll Individual nnd erew sorvod 
weapons 

(h) AN/P?S6 

(i) Field COl1'l!l1tmict.tions Expedients 

(2) Additional classos for officers nnd Stnff NCOls 
were held on omb2rkntion. 

',:1;,.; ;".; -j.-,~' 
," .' >,'. 

'~?/:7"!'" (3) The orgonizGtion conductod two indoctrinction 
school,s. ,Clc.:s;sg:~ en FO/FAC procedures. nnd on the care, 
cleonfng, mairitenc,nce and safety of the M-16Al rifle nre 
il1C~Uded d:p theSCh?Ol~i"iSY,l;~~~~S'.;{,,',,~ ',',(,:1.':\;",';: " ' '; Yy 

(4) Ali ~its' fi~edthe'ir indi'Vi'd~oiw~apons for 
f[~milif;rizct~on /;ct; :'lea,f:};t,2(;tw:1:c,€,l" this month. All crow served 
wec.pons hcvcbQon fired. ' 

(5) Personnel uttanded the following schools: 
\f v' lj, ,~, 

(;:) SNCO ie~derBhip School 

(il): ~:db~ Lender~~iP ~'~h~~l 
i 

J 

5 
(0) Vietnamese Language School 2 

1 (d) ,j ;"'. 

fc.nding 'Force . Plc..~ing (RLT) 
I' ~,' ""'~:'~ : .~. '.,'~: .' .~: • ," _~;.~ ";'J .!.":! •. , ..•• , 

(e'j Basic Am.no Tech School 1 

. ~. .' .. 
) ~, 
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• (f) C01TIr:l Crypto Security 

(g) Off'icers' Leadership Sehoul 

( h) Infantry \1/" G apons Repair Schol) 1 

1 

2 

2 

(i) Basic Organic Supply Accounting 2 

d. Oporations 

(1) At 060905H Alpha Command, Co M and Co F 2/3 (OPOON)' 
depart Operation. 

(2) At 061330H Co G 2/3 OPCON to 3/5 

(3) At 071545H chop Co G 2/3 and Co F 2/3 to paront unit. 

(4) At 07154SH Alpha Command returned from Operation. 

(5) At 201600H Co L OPCON to Task Force X-Bay. 

(6) At 231115H Co K OPCON 1st Bn, 327. 

(7) At 241115H Co K chop to p8rent unit. 

(8) At 250930H Alpha Co~nnnd, Co I and Co M displaced 
to Phu Bni TJ~OR. 

(9) At 251245H 3/5 OPCON to 5th flnrines. 

(lO) At 261000H 3/5(-) to Operation HOUSTON. 

(11) At 28l200H Bravo Comraand Group displaced to Phu 
Bai Tb.OR. 

e. Artillery Support 

(1) Battery F, 2nd Bn, 11th I1nrines and Battery B, 1st 
Battalion, 11th Marines were OpeON to 3rd Battalion, 11th 
Mtlrines and sup~)Qrtod the 3rd Batto.lion, 5th Mc.rines through 
the month of' February and the heevy fighting early in the month. 

(2) During the month of February, Battery F fired a 
total o:f 78 missions in support of 3l'd Battnl1on,5th Marines 
and of' theso, 52 wore observed and 26 unobserved. A total 
1553 rounds were f'ired: 1022 HE-fuze quick, 307 HE-fuze VT, 81 
white phosphorus, (md 143 illuminrction rounds. Many of 
Battery Fis rounds wore :fired in heGvy prep f'ires. Battery B 
fired 0. totD.l of 326 rounCis in support of' 3rd Bn, 5th MnT'inos: 
254 HE-fuze quick, 19 HE-fuze VT, 28 white phosphorus, and 25 
illuminction rounds~ Seven Timo on To.rget missions wero also 
fired in support 01' Jrd Battalion, 5th Marinos. 
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• 2 • , 
f. Air Suppo rt 

(1) Tactic::'..l Fixed Wing SUp'J i)rt: Four strikes .. 

(2) HelicoptorSupport 

(a) 73 Medevacs, including 25 emergency Medev[ccs. 

(b) !~ Visual reconnaisnnce flights .. 

Cc) 4 rosupplies to troops in field. 

(d) 43 flights to displace 3 companies nnd 2 Command 
.Groups to the Phu Bai TAOR. 

0) Othor Fixed Wing Sugport 

(a) 13 Air Observor missions. 

(b) 1 Flare Ship mis~ion. 

(4) Personnel. There are two ALO/FAC officers assigned 
to this Mattal1on. Sut'ficient trained personnel wore 
nvnilablo to provido rtdio teruns nt Compc.ny and Battalion 
level. 

g. Communications 

(1) The Battalion'S Operations during tho enemy TET 
offensivo WGS supportod by onlistoc1 FLC team ntJ Inbere. 
Theso raon nre pOl""'Illontly assigned to oech company end 
ndditionully por.form the dutios of c0111i.nunicctions supe~isorB 
for the Compc.ny Commanders. This p~rmits ·more effective 
management· end control of equipment QnCl provides the -. 
Commander with sch:)ol trnined, field Gxperienced, commun'icatore 
to a.suist PM Gend operntlc.Jn of 0.11 communlcntions equipment 
and trnining in methods that may be USGd by tho company. 

(2) Twotoletype Technic iens [~nc.1 eno ra(io repairman 
were sont to Division ropc.ir fccilitios for c.. period 
of ton days. They received excellent train.ing rend. experience 
in their rolnted fields. 

(3) Four PPS-6's were roceived f'..nc.1 checked. J.. :four. 
day school W["S c'.)nducted by the Ra.ckr Technician to re­
acquaint previously trained personnel on th~ P·'S-6 and to 
t!'ain adCiti'Jnal instructors. The romaining six pps-brs 
he,va been rGceived but are not yet uncrated due to the 
tactical situation. 
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, 
lll11N1©~&1$~~}n~fftJ (4) A<ldi't;i')nnl p",rsonnel woro joinod npd nIl 

. rJl~ved npproximo.tely .five days instruction on all phases 
------'e~.~ ... 'e08~~ .... unicQ.tions operntions r:md procedures in use by the 

Battalion. 

(5) The overall evaluation of the communications 
status is bost rerlected in the ornl report of the Division 
Electronics-Maintenance Of ric or, tQllowing his inspe«:tion 
of this organization. He stated tlw.t the results were note~orthy 
m·,a~l. c.si)octs, and tho.t the use ot field expedient antennas 
and the procedures for communicati~s supply reconcilliution 
and BUpyOrt were particularly notab4~. 

h. Logistics 

(1) General. The overall log~BtieDl status of the 
Battalion is"'sntis:fnctory. However,. de o.dlina d vehicles in 
the Motor Trans;1ort section are becoming nn ii\creaslng :Jrobleni 
due to parts unavailibility. 

(2) SU!l)lt Situation. Bnttdlion Supply o~1Bpleted 
pnllotizing al i s 782 gonr, operating stock, and b~lk 
stock :for the fore-coming movoment. Certain ite~ of g~rrison 
and mess property as directed by Division G-4 wer~ tr~nsferred 
to 2nd Battalion .. 27th Mnrines. Disposal ot' all ~~eHiG..enble 
equipment c.nd turn in of repairable items of suppl;1 W[~S 
accomplished through 1st FSR. 

(a) Forty-nine tents, general purpose medium. 
cnd eight 60mm mortars were acquired to satisfy existing 
Table of Equipment deficiencies in those areas. 

(b) FLC weB notified t,:) effoct transfer ot RUe 
genr to FLSG-A located in the Phu Bai area. 

(c) Bo.ttnlion SU~J:)ly received its first item 
under tho Red Bo.ll progrnm-Antennn 892. Requisitions were 
submittod for numor'JUS itoms of sup~;ly under the NORS progrllm; 
however thore have boen neg&tive results. 

(d) Su:y/ly operations are greatly hampered by the 
ract that some 500,000 pounds of supplios remain in the 2/27 
nrea, south of Dancng, while the Battalion is operating in 
tho Phu Bai TAOR. 

Considerable in 
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• , 
(4) Constructi<m. Ensineors ho.vQ c·:;ntinued to 

,-_____ .:im::.:I~Jr:.;o~ve internc'l r<:)[~d networks fnd rond drninnge. 

lliJfN1@~§J~~J j~~lIDj • Civic Act ion 

(1) Mad CnE. 200 10co.1 Vietnamese ware treated by 
the Battalion Med Cap team at the Med Cap Aid station. The 
Aid Stution was only 01)en t'ar 3 days during the month due to 
tha TET offensive. 

(2) PS:;Y0;Es. There were 21_000 Psyops laut'lats distribt.lte(l 
this month by ff-S personnel and the Battol ion's rifle companies. 
Area lectlet drops were ordered every day from 5 February 
until 25 Februnry in the Thanh Quit hamlet areo.. One other 
d~op was ordered in Viene Tay hamlet. On 17 Februnry n 
Jeepster team showed movies !n the hrunlet 'of· Nieu Bong. 
These movies were seen by approximately 500 people. 

(3) Civil Affairs Assistance. 500 pounds ot rice 
were distributed throughout tEe TAOR. 

(4) Problems: None 

(5) Medevacs.Eight civilians wore medevnced to 
USOM hospitnl in Danang. 

2. Chronology of Events 

6-7 February Conducted Search and Destr)y Operation. 

2.3-28 February Disl)lacad to Phu Ba! TAOR. 

26 February Commenced Operation HOUSTON. 
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