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'pART' :t 
°RGj\N·iZNPIONLLDATA 
,.. 

ppmmtmder 

• 
l' eriod Covered 

jrd Bat-calion, 5th Madncs LtCol W. K. Rdem 
LtColi>..N • REXROAD 

to 27 Max 68 
from 28 Mar 6~ 

11&S Co 

Co 1 

Col{ 

Co L· 

CoM 

CaptR •. J ~ MARNELL 

Capt H~ KOLAKC),J5Iq Jr. 

lstLt F. i'l.SMITH 

Capt J.D. NICJTIS:-

¢apt .J.. E.lrlITC"rlELL 
Capt]!. D' •. PACELLO 

to 11 l1ar 68 
fr.om 12 .Mar 68 

2.tocation. Thp.u:Thj;en Province, RVN 

3. Sta.!f...Qfficerfl 

xo 

S-1 

8-2 

5-3 

5-4 

5-5 

US'lC 

9l!. !!k 

;4 1082 

USN 

Najar R. C. i-IISE 

we J. s.BIsESI 

we J. w. BEVIER 

Capt G. l,of. BO\rBRS' 

lstLt G. C. BACON 

Capt J. A. F£RNANDEZ 
2ndLt H. H. :DODSON 

Q!'! m. 
255 

to 18 Mar 68 
fran 19 Mar 68 

,ij\l\\~l~ 
i 
) .. ,-_ .. ENCLOSURE (1) 
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1?iillT II 
I1JIR;,TIVS SUi"~"iiffiY 
~---.... -----

• 
1. The~'"c cu..""'Tcntly e~dsts D. need in the Cor.ltlrm for t"ro 0302 Captains, 
four 0302 Lts. t en 0202 Ca.ptain, c.n 0402 Captain, e,nd one 3502 Lt. 
'mere elsa exist e need for 1 HSgt, 1 GyEt.~, and 10 S%'>'t 0369. The 
major sho::""tc-,,ge exists in staff :NCO leadershtp in the 03 field. This 
short ace is ronde norc evident 'by the fact that th~ J3attc.lion has only 
5~ of its 11/L str~ngth in stru.'f NCO's, 0369. 

": 
2. Battalion Intelligence efforts ,.rnre pr:iJnarily directed 
tm·mrd eneny activity in the Battalion's nO"l'1 TAOR South of the Phu Bei 
Combat 'Base. During the nonth the enemy moved in snall groups, 1'rith ... 
1i ttle emphasis 011 offensive action until the 18.st fell d~s of the 
m.onth. 'Nunerous boob;J tra.ps and cOIlIl:w.nd de tonat eo. " mines vere encountered 
dur.iJ:lG tho month, and m.inil1c incidents along highHtW 7;U. inoreased a grM.t 
deal to,mrd the end of the month. 

3. '!he Battalion staxt~d c.n.d conpleted several one and bl0 Corrp<my 
Operations uithil1 the nett TAOn. Intensive patrollil1G' of IIighHcy 7;1 
ani the surrounding hills lTt:1.S continued. in f.1ll effort to keep Eighue.y 
1~'1 open tor convoy travel. Ope:rn tion HOUSTON, lrhich cor:1nenced on 26 
Februc'U:'Y 1968, continued throughout the month of lIc:xch. 

4. ':Ille Battalion held no Indoctrination School ot its m-m. .All ne'" 
personnel attended a regimental Indoctrination School. Special schools 
were conducted by the Battalion during the month, to encompass Fe/FAC 
procedures, ConLll.micat~on Field :&cpedients, and instruction in the use 
of the Mr/PPs-6 Radar set. 
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PliRT III 

1. TgpicE! 

a.. Personl1el and l:.dninistration 

(1) ihe Battalion bcgen the nonth of Barch l'Tith an on board 
strength ot 35 Haxine Officers, 1098 Nerine Enlisted, 2 Navy Officers, 
and 53 Navy Bnlisted. The current on boal~ strength is 34 Mk~ine 
Officers, 1074 Harine Bnlisted, 2 navy Officers. and 57 Navy :!lnl.isted. 

(2) The ourrent effeotive strength of the Battalion is 29 
l1m'ine Officers, and 903 Nerine Znlisted. 

(3) Forty-one ~IN.'ine :.!hl.isted plus 4 lInrine Officers are 
scheduled fol:' rotation during April 1968 as shoun belo,"T: 

NOS -
0141 
0239 
0311 
0331 
0341 
0351 
0369 
2531 
2533 
2542 
3311 
2502 
1652 
0302 
1561 

NUIBER 

1 
1 

20 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 Capt 
1 Capt 
1 Lt 
1 Capt 

(4) Critical nos shortages o.re shm-1n beloft: 

NOS N1 Ql!. SEIORTAGE 

03<)2 33 21 1 l-1.ajort 1 Cz~ptt 4 Lt 
0202 1 0 1 Q'l.]Ite.in 
0402 1 "0 1 C2.ptain 
0130 2 1 1 Lt 
3502 1 0 1 Lt 
0141 20 12 2 Sgt, 6 LOp1 
0331 110 82 8 Sgt, 20 Opi 
0369 34 22 1 l1G&g1; t 1 Gy Sgt. 10 SSgt 
0441 2 1 1 GySgt 
~549 1 0 1 sSgt 
2591. 1 0 1 UGSgt 

~~.ID)] 2811 1 0 1 Cpl 

4 
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2867 1 
3041 e 
3381 1 

(5) ~ua1 tie,!!. 

KIll. 
IXY.l 
·\lIAE 
:jI1lID:. 
NON HOSTILE 
HIA 

0 
'3 
0 

DECLASSIFIED 

IS 
1 

79 
16 
21 
o 

T 

• 
lSSgt 
1 OySgt, 1 Sgt, 1 Cpl, 2 pro 
IGySgt 

b. Intelligenpe. 

h) Bnt~pMll. 
(a) .Dbriiig th~ month of Naroh the Battalion Intelligence 

Serition lost one Scout Trainee, LOpl 0311 eIrl joined one GySgt 0239. 

(b) The tHO Scout Dog teams, previously ldthdralm by 
TIII1AF, have been reassigned to the :)3attalion. Due to the physical 
stamina of the dogs and the tei'rairt that they a1'e l'1brking in; their 
'USefulness to this Battalion has been lessened. 'lhe tuo UP ts assigned 
to this Ba.tta.lion have been withdralm, by Division. The 13att(l~ion's 
remaining attachments include one ITT Team, four Scout/Sniper Teams 
and one IT Sgt (025l). The Battalion has·utilized the ·services of an 
Aroed Prop~~xrla Team and also an Axmed Broc~casting Team. The results 
of the use of these tlm teens has been excellent end. the l3attalion e intends to nw.ke use of their services in the future. 

(2 ) Collection. 'rhe main .collection efforts for Ncxoh ''1ere: 

Inl NaIl corractions 
b Trails and vater points 
c En~ Order of Battle 

(d i5neny infrast:I!Uoture 

(3) Enemy Activity 

(a) Synopsis. '!here has been little enemy activity in 
the Battalion IJ:LOR during Uarch. The enemyta nc.in effort Has aimed 
~t the collection of foodstuffs. n10 enenynoved only in small units 
~ cells and avoided oontaot. In the southern portion of our TAOR there 
nave b~en reports of a high ratQ of nalnria in the enen,y ranks. Adding 
to his loss of nen also is theClOOuHoi progran and the nightly H&I fires. 
~le eneny still is able to naintain a force able to operate and conduct 
abductions along uith terrorism and propogando. activities. 

5 
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In the northern sector of our TJ:..OR the eneny is reported to hE:'.ve t\lO 

plD.toons of nixed IWA/VC troops. Conbinod uith theso units ere the 
local force guerillas giving the ener.1Y the cn;?e.bili~J ot fielding fl. 

co:rn'O~-sized force. Gnly elonents of theis force h2.vC been sishted 
,-rhich '-Toulcl tend to negD.te the threat of this unit conbining to act as 
an entity. The eneny hes used the 1;.i-26 g.r:enade to D. grent extent for 
booby traps. The 11-16 nine along Hith the Bouncing Betty type nine 
have also 'boan encountered during sweeping operations. It he,8 been 
reported that the e~ 1lS00 these mines as e delcqil1s' tactic in order 
to give him a chance to move out of the path of the S\'reep force. 
:Homally the enemy comes out of the mountt1.i.nS at night to collect rice 
and information and novas back to the protection of the hills during 
the daylight hours. This pattern has been breton on several occasions 
'limen. the 13a.ttalion bas apprehended. VC in the local markets during the 
daylig...'1t hours. -

(b) The eneny nctivities during Harch have indicated 
the follmling oapabilities: 

1 Cont1m1ed harrassing actions to inolude: 

~ Sniping 
~ Small sorue attacks and anbushes 
Q. Use of mines and booby traps 
a Propaganda. 
!. Terrorism 

2. Attack of selected friendly installations t1ith 
~~S1mm nortars and rockets. 

(4) Viet!k~ese Attachments 

(D.) Interpreters. The :Battalion trnnsferred tHO AIiVN 
interpreters to Division and also joined five additional i~Vl1 inter­
preters during l1a.rch. An effort ho.s been made to insure that eaoh of 
the rifle companies and the lIJpha Coonand Group hl2'.s a qualified 1i:RVN 
interpreter. 

(b) Kit Carson Scouts. The Battalion has three tit 
Carsons '-lorking ui tit the cOIlpnnies. 

(5) ;3nemyLosses. The enemy suffered the !ollmring cnnal. ties 
as 0. result of 3rd Bn, 5th }<:[o.rines actions during l1aroh 1968: 

KIA, 3 
PO'';: 8 
roT: 20 
Chiou -Hoi:. 13 

(6) Heather 

(a) Rainf'all: 211 
(b) Temperature: 

1 Avg. high 80 
[Avg 10,"7 65 
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(0) LiJht: 

, 1 Avg_ Sunrisei 0656 ... 
~ Avg. Sunset: 1959 

(d) \'Tinds: Avg. 10 Kts. 

(7) Terrain. The TAOR ch8.l1ged several tines during l'laroh. 
It is nou bounded by the follmdng: 

(a) From ZD1904 to AU6504, southeast along the const 
(including the Ea.i Chuoi Peninsula) 1:0 A'l944884, \-lest to A'l900885, 
northwest to AT665955t north across the Dam L~p An Eay to the shore 
ct ATOO0975, north along tho shoreline to AT840968, \-lost to ZC198968, 
north to ZC185995, northev.st to ZD193020 and northlfest to ZD1904. 

(b) The TAOR hl:.s three l.A"'l)orta.:nt -terrain fea.tures. Thew 
are the Hai Vun Pass 'lith center tlass at A'1'937915, the La:ng Co bridge 
at AT686957 and. the Phu Gia Pass loca.ted at AU833000. 

(0) The nain bridges are the Thua Luu bridge (#.1.1) 
looated at ZD196001 and the Lang Co bridge (#12) looated at ATS86957. 

(d) The only river in the TAOR is the SOna! 1lu whioh is 
located at ZD1902. 

(e) The hills tha.t are located in the TAO"R are given 
belo"l at center l-Ic,ss. FrOT.l east to "est. 

Hill (in oeterS) 

356 
130 
724 
5'4 
1192 
943 
334 
150 
900 
88 

Looatism 

ATg659' 35 
A'I95786S 
A'l944920 
A'l'94093z 
A'l915911 
A'I901927 
AUS42013 
AU630037 
AT811966 
AU80a017 

(See »IS Series L7014, ,Sheets 6541 I, 6541 II, 6541 III and 6641 IV) 

(8) Captured lllfLuipnent. The rollot-ling l'.re the totals or 
,,,eapons and equipnent oa.ptured by the BattaJ.ion during l-la;roh 1968: 

(a) J.9a~ 

2 45 cal. sullna.chine guns 

1 li ... 16 

1 N-1 Carbine 
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O";.v~. 

E. Trai~ 

; 2 82InD.. Horter rds 

4i~rtrJ'nR rds 

'30, ~. 'llorlar rds 

2 B~ro.S 
4."0 7. ''62 rde 

adO 5.56 td.s 

} d~~tcirs of a~iosivej 

1 Block of TNT 

4 Fuses 

13 hoio26 grenades 

1 ,Box mine 

1 Bouncing Detty 

1 1I-16 nine 

2 Claymore mines 

(0) 782 Gear 15 Lbs 

(d) Docuoents 2 Lbs 

(1) Training included lectures, denonstrdions, CZl.d/~ 
o.pplico.tion in the follm'TUlg subjects: 

(a)'Jee"pons Sn£ety 

(b) Radio Procedures 

(0) Spot Reports 

(d) PO & FAC Procedures 

(e) Hed ;',}vac Procedures 

,', 

S 
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I~oo .. m~ • 
:(r) ;Fan,,~:r#l1t~:6r'aJ.l'individua:land CrevT senad 

",ea.pons. 

(h ) Fielc1: CqI;1T:l'Lutioe:-b~o'ns~edients 

(2) ,Fiv~ inc1octrlllf'.tionschoolEl \-:ereconducted by 5thMQrines. 
C1D;s's~s on FO/FAG P:cocedures, a.nd; on care, clean:i.ng, f;laintenanceanc1. safety 
of t.q:~ M";.l~.Al rifle a~c-e ineluded -in the school syllabus. 

(3) Porsonnel ,a:tfended: ,tIm follouing' schools: 

(a) Sl'~CO 1~ad.ershipScb.ool 3 

(b) Officer' Leaqership Sohoo1. '1 

(0) lifCOLeadeI'sl1iDSc11001 2 

(a)J3IlSicOl'gapic Sup'])}:y~ccot'mting :1 

(e ).ViG:!;~es'e L$c;u.MG 

(r) tIotor Vehicle ,i'~i1');t~;na.nce 

(g) ¥ontry;"eaI>p~s Rep~r 

d.OpCrations 

(1)OlOOOlH Har9h OrH~1~U6ri HOUSTQH contil1.ues. 

5 

:3 

1 

(2) 2 Harch .CoripalW', L t:eInincii;ed. Operation·rrumCITY. 

(3) At '081630HCon:pany 'L CilC\:P to parent unit .• 

(4) At 121530n as'SU119 OlJCOn Alph~1/5 .• 

(5) 4t l0140~'rr Cho:o Co N to 1/5. 

(6) At l~nOooItcho1? C6mp®y A 1/5 topa::'911t unit. 

(1) At 231000I:I COI1!,1anyli Cl10P from 1/5 to parent unit. 

(s) At 3124001:I liE..:coh Operc,tiol1 ROUSTOlT oontinues.' 

e. Artillery S!-m,port 

(1) Battery F, 2nd Bn, 11th l'la-cines '!-taS in dirGct suwo~t of the 
3rd 13att.alion, 5ttl Ha:d.nes duril\1" the month of I'larch. :Batt~ry L; 4th 
Battalion, 11th Harmes and J3a.tJeery Bf 4th Battalion, 1lth Marines ,(lere 
in general supi\1ort. 

(2) A total of 1;.,626 hiC:l e:..i?'loSive, 1q9 'riP, 92 nlurnins. 
21 He smoke rounds HO:'':'O fired in su:pport of 3rc1 Battalion, 
or the high explosive rmmdn 4,314 ,'rero fired "lith fuse qu C\1~S 
191 'iith fuze VT, 118 uith fUZQ tii.:1t~, and 3 "lith fuze del • ~~\:i 
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r. I!!! Support 

(1) ~ticaJ...Fixed_'·tL!!ll ~Eis 20 airotrikes 

(a) 18 ~ACA controlled 

(2) 

(b) . 2 FAC controlled 

, • J ~ '.' ~ " A 

II.sfl.Coptcr. PBppor;t 

(a) 30 Hodevacs, includu1g 10 emerGencios. 

(b) 7 Visual reconn&J.sanco fliGhts. 

(0) i6 ResUppHes to troolls In the field. 

(d) 2 mr,;;y Gunship airstrikes. 

(3) Ot\1er Fixed ',ii;pg Stmpor~": 20 Air Observe:c missions. 

(4) Personnel. There are t"TO A10/FAC officers assigned to 
this :Bat·calion. Sufficient tre,ined personnel l-Te:~e avcilable to 
provide radio teeno at CODpany end ]attalion level. 

g. CooLnmications -..----
(1) qporation Hou3'ron has been cupI'orted prinarily by the 

use of tl18 .AH/P:tC-25 uith II.F. backups. Radio Relay utilizing 
.mftmc-62 . . at Rcrrimel1t anc1. Battalion level has provided 50% 
telc:phone availc..bility bctl1cen foruc..rcl and rcc..r area.s. 

(2) The rucc>,cdness of tho terrain has resulted in accessories, 
hmldsets e.nd antennas, beine broken nt en incre2.sed rate. JI.J'ltcmno.s 
having b,cn a criticnl iten and oxe nm'1 e:1ren nore so. 

(3) Continued success utilizing tHO enlisted FIle members 
attached to eD.ch Conpany as cO:':lnunicntion su~isors for the 
Company has enabled tho Battalion to cO:lplete the scheduled 
([uartorly seC(lnd. echelon ncintenance check of all conmmic['.tions 
cquii1tlCnt. 

(4) Constant rcconciliD.tion uith "Do. 
in ou:'cste.ndit1G support frou supply channels; 
lead tine of 120 clays Dust be 8llticipated. Dro pa:I."'~fllt.~m~U.c>nCid 
on £'..nticipo.ted naed at len,st one full quc..rtcr 
Usuage dv.ta. has been csteblished in these 
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(1 ) General. The overall ,log'istiOP. status of the Battalion 
is satisf<.'.ctory. U;"ucvcr,dcMiil1ed vehicles are beconing en increasi.ncr 
problem due to the ~'?Vb,i1ibi,iity of -:part.s-. 

(2) Slnply. On 1 Ho.i'oll,:Battl'.lion SUl'l'ly. began its nove 
to the Phu Bai area. This lTD.S effocted by the uoe ot: helico})tcrs. 
1\11 of the Batts,lion a13sets ~Te:ce assigned a :priorityuith the .combc.t 
essentialequiTlflcnt taking precedence in the ord.cr of novcnent. 

(a) Due to lirtited Msct.o initially .in the Phu Dai area, 
it '-ras nececsary to requisition asset,s o.lre04y held by the 
Ba.ttaJ.ion in ]X>..na.ng toso.tisfy the mnediatd requirenonts. 

(b) By 211ic'1-reh, Battalion Su:;F"ly conpicted its nove by 
convoYf?.nd is n01:T in the process ofreorganiz.ing roW. inventoring. T4e 
oper<'..ting levels and reqUisition objectives. arc being'raaintaincd on 
the rojority of itens; all others are :on roquisitiqn. 

(0) The Battalion SuJ?ply Chicf rotate<l to CONUS' 
1 11aroh :uith no' replacroent ~ssignoo as of this date. Curren,tly, 
the :Battalion has a Corporal pcrfpming the duties of Su]?ply Chief. 

(d) :Battalion Su:9:11y is utilizinG the :f'D.Cilities at FLSG-A 
for the requiSition and naintenanoe of supplies end eqnipnent. 

(e) Prior to leavj.ng the Danange.rea 13att~ion Supply 
effected the trqJ1Sfcl,' of rive soall/).lurlillUIl bO.J.ts, one barge, assault, 
and one 35 FIT' licrctlrlJoutboc-rd Dotor to tkte 2nd :Battalion, 27th r1e.rines. 
At tho present tll~e there is large quantities of ge~r requicitioned 
"'J :Battali6nSu!r~)lYt $taged at FLO, Da.nv.ng, mm.itinGtransporte.tion 
to Phu Bai. 

(r) During thq nonth, tl1:0· 106 Recoiless Riflesl,rore 
Code If tUld placed on requ.isition. 

(3) ~r Transport. Since the 1st of FcbruCl:t'y 1968 Hoter 
Trana'Port he,s b:)on vithout an· officer. A la.ok of school trcined 
3516'8, Dnd greater field usaGe has caused a hi@lcr deadline rate. 

(a) Priority 02 rmd !TOnS rcq1..usi Hans have tailed to 
alleviC',tc the existi.ng parts problcns. 

IlO.intonrmce 
Battalic.n. 

(b) Tlrird Notor Trr.>.noport Jio.ttel.iOl1 held a ~ro- dt\Y school or, 
uhich\obsattendod by three i-larines f~tl th1a 
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i. Civic Acti~ 

(1) Qenertt:!... I5uril'lg Maroh, the S;';'5 of this battaJ.ion ;,me 
involved in shifting ~AORS and Illost S-5 activities uere handled by 
the R~girient. 

(2). MedcaJ?s~. Ther~ was no formal Medcap prOt;ram in prOgress; 
hOl'lever this battalion trea.ted approximately 100 ViotTh.~ese during 
operations in the field. In a(~oi tion 30 lbs of soap ,'rere given out 
to the loco~ villagers. : 

(3 ) P~yQps. During Match P!iyops \tare Oarried out by using 
this :Battalion's interpreters to slleBk to the 10ca.1 populace and tell 
th.om of the Chieu noi program. 

2. Qhrono1ogyo,fEilen1;i 

a. 1-31 Nc"l.rch particapate<1 in Operntion 1I6uSTON. 

b. 12 l1arch Capt F. D. PACELlO relieved Capt J. E. MITCHELL 
as Commanding Offioer Compo;ny li. 

c. 19 March 2ndLt II. H. DODSON relieved. Capt J. A. FERNANDEZ 
as 5-5 Officere. 

d. 28 March LtCol D. N. RrmmOAD relieved LtCol 1.:1. K. ROCKEY 
as ComJJanding Officer. 

~~~~~H r·· :-~?i" 
:/ Ud}{i":/I, ... \ .... -." ,. -- ~::.".~ 
I 
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tP~~,(I?:.¥"111~n)lli?t3$, •.. , i£:L r:adio corm;,un;i.ca,tioncould not be ei?tablished. b,~t'We_~~ tb~, 
l)~~,~cr.9ptie;r,~~'a!1~ t;h,~ a;rtiHery bat,tery and, the rni$si<..·n was noj:. a~c.oIr.I>+i~he~. 
A,~:t~J1~&c:);':"Ij~~q!:lc~,s_t,.: .tor,· ~eri,~;1'~ ob_se~va~:i;on. o~ aJ:!til+.ery, fires f()~ ;eg?is~.z:at.:\~9.~ 
~;a$''' fi;"",?:1e.~h:,. . . '~~r:~ ,~~.\,;. " ~ 

VP.,))OJ;ls ervat±.ons 
' ...... ~ ....... . 

2::. Tac,t;l:ca;L Air' C.opt_rol.<;:~nter· wa~. ~.'3;()w:.:t,0. a~0~ -~,.i:'{).~a.~d 
~:~fl.i.F.s.;t::>I1J:~s_~ioIfJ.~T:herhou.r deJ;ay' fr.OJ),!, requ9S1:, to"qn:st,a,;tApn,. ~v.:e, ~n~;~y' 
~he.y!,~;P\~:J·t:~p).&'3' t,i:;l? e:scap~, and .. cmfcea~ thems.elv:es.. ". 

. 3: Rad;i;o .. cpmrnun~cationswer.e marg:i;nal.. Tae~ic;3,l Air' Contr~l 
P~J}tw,h'CJ4'l19~~,;-4N7PRC~2,~, r:adj;~o", one. AN/PRC.~4;L radio,. and one· AN/F:RC-4?· ~ad~q~ 
Bqt:!l'iF:;qryW,~r:4~l A?:I7 •... GPp.t.r:o); TeaPls had: one, AN/PRC,-25 radio and on~: AN/PRO~41,. ' 
~~~P~~~~'~" R~.q,ues:t~:; for- ~.j;r, sUP1?Qrt; we~e lJtad,e by FQ:r~ard. ro.,:r qq~~!o.:L ~~C¥~~ 
t;Obi.''L'~~Pt:h-<;';a~;. 4i;:rL' .c-QP.PII.olL l?arty on, t,h.e;. 4T:J;':PRC.~.25 radi~,~.,T:act-,i(;::91 Mr' (3.o.n1irClJ;. 
:pA{'-~.ra,.y.~rb!l(il" r.~q~~s:t's:- t,O:~,a.Qti9..al. ~r.. 9.o~~Q4:Qe~~~!, ~ ~_.Dp t~;. 
Nl~i .:. "'::~ 'Jll1a9;~9'.,. . 

. .• '.' ". . 1:."'. By. reJ.iayi~g:,. req),l,ests. fr..om the FOp,warq. M~ G~1'l~~~ '1:E!a~1. 
t~fla ~~t;.~c~~J;t A~:r:. Oop.t:r;.olr Ear,ty n9.,tained,. Qon;t,:ro1 o,ver reque~ts an.gth~ FO,l':­
w:~ruM,.P'pG:()~tI'iQlc T_eam~ g.~;l.ned greater·mob.ility by not ~·ar.rying t.pe heqvy 
~Jq,~~~~~~pmEl' AN/pRQ~U7: :r:ad:i.,o~ . , 

. . ,! T:he,Tac:tlc~J.:_ Air. Cqntrol. F'&rty local .f~Elquenc:y wa;3 42.35 
I1!~~~~'y,~~.f;.,~. T:~ia,:·il,N/~~9r25 :r.:acij,;o: 1.'r-e.qufil;1cY. is g·Qn~~qerEld:' unE:l~t~!=lf~qtqry' +pr· 
~~~.;w~~R~·kf:z;e.g!:!:en~lYi c;oll)IilU~Qate ~:iith aircxaft:,~ .Aq:rqraf:t EM: equipmeR~· . 
t~.~§' O~l~i t9?t~nt/;l.· 0':£" IIJ.egacy;~les. . 

(,C11 f!.ecoro1.i1lend,ationl;l;.. 'When terrainper.mi;:'s. ~np.. wh~n unit q.i~pq§,i:: 
t*p'~~~.~eJ,wii:tp.;i.~; th~,ran~~'~a:Rabiliti.es: of the AN/rRG~2? ra~q, ¥9r~fW~ Ai.r" 
C,p,I?i:~.rPJ:~ T,~~~:: sAquJ.:9.'~1?era~e; w~:tl1 ~b~; ~0~q,:,,2~.~a4;q ~8: ~h~¥ftP!l9:'!'4;l r'ilq~q 
~f~lf:f ~';f.~n4:t ~,9:)' ~i~?- wing ~~r.cpmmuni~at~C?~s.)1' ~p;. ~!;lPu.:l.g ~()~~~rt7/. ~pe !W7:p~g-

-+1 ~~4;L:p~.~. 

. . (@j~ I ~p~!:~~~~~:, ~:~~~GS 
') 

Ua~/~~:tic;op;te~h sllPl?ort. ~~s, ~,eJ;le~~t~~qQd~ §~~e ~~ff~9.~~~1 W?I? 
~~e:x,:.d::~,m~~!'h irn- q,G>lt,~i¢~g; 1/.el.i,C;:Qpter suppor.t~ cl;u~:i.tl~ ~n~ j,pi~;ial pn,~~,~~~ll.~:":: 
1;~;: ~~~. t:h;i.~~ I'es;QlV:ep:. itself. as. the oPE3ra,tio~ p-J:'p~f:e~qed! 

. .~ . . .' . 

(~.;)I ~ed~ Wll.lg; s)uPl?~t; f.'o~ t,he, m.Q~t, p,~~ ~.~~ glCf:~J,l,~ti ~ .:4 .f~~ 
w.c;a.~~V1eli.e~ ~;an~~~e.d·~v:au.l3,e;· c;ompiwAQ:~,~1o~~; l~~tth ~;r.q;~1i .~~~ ~9~ ~ 
~~~~~~~,~~; ;M~' 9.~ ~1.1e' cQl1UJl~,~a:t~9.lil:~; d~4':t:1c,\~lt.;.es r~§~~te9 fF9~ !J.~~.~. 

MOO~U$~W~~[Oj I 
'--------"..., 
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to advise the Air Liaison 'Officer of estimated times on statj()D and of 
call signs. Lack of coordination "laS also a problem during utilization 
of flare s hips for night. illu:m:im.tiCin~, Air / ground cODUTlUni cation \"las most 
reliable on l"H bands, using 'l'actical Air Control (Airborne) i.md ground. 
AN/PHC-25 radios, r.onLrol of air s trikes was much more effective from 
the air t han it .... ,as from the ground. ' 

8. Commander ',s Analysis. 

a. Operation DECKHOUSE II resulted in no' signific'ant contact with the 
enemy and terminated too quickly to allow planned civic action efforts to be' 
accomplished. Operation HASTING;:; introduced Ba,ttalion Landing Team 3/5 for 
the first time to jungle combat againstl,rell-equippc;d, well-trained North 
Vietnar:tese Army units. It was also the first time t.hat Battalion Landing 
Team 3/5 fought in rugged, densely vegetated, mountainous, jungle terrain. 
The combat environment experienced in Operation lL\STINGS 1-iaS a sharp con­
tra[?t to the Viet Cong'and the less rugged terrain that' had been encounter­
ed in earlier operations. Lessons 'learned on previous operations did not", 
fully apply to this more difficult environment; tactical decisions and small­
unit tactics reflected this _;'3.ct. 

b. Operation HASTINGS was characterized by sharp, violent contact with 
an enemY who fought from prepared, well comouflagee, mutually supporting, 
heavily fortified entrenchment s; an enemy "Jho was capable of delivering a 
heavy volume of fire from an excellent inventory of semi-automatic weapons 
am autoniatic weapons ranging in caliber from 12.7 to 7.62rnrn; an Emeiny:',sup­
ported by 82mm mortars am 57mm recoilless rifles. 

c. Under these conditions it ",as extremely important to make ~~Um' 
use of supporting artillery and air. Prep fires against suspected enemy 
positions and dangerous avenues of movement is practically a tactical nec­
essity. The tactical decision of ,the Company and Platoon Commander to ag..;. 
ressively press to the attack vfhen in close and violent contact with- the 
enemy or to fall back slightly in order to effectively use supportirigarms 
is critical. Such encounters develop rapidy and very of~en the unit com­
mander has no alternative but to overrun an enemy position vrithout tlle de­
lay inherent in calling for supporting arms 0 vJhenever the 'situation per~ 
mitt ed, however, the delay paid large divider:Qs in the fO~ of fewer casua.lties o 

d. The steep slopes tha.t characterized the operating area 'very often made'. \ 
it, difficult for artillery to deliver effective fires against enemy positions 
located in narrow draw~j or on the slopes of the high ground ;within the draws 0 

Under these conditions air on station, preferably lj,rith a Tactical Air Con­
troller (A'irborne) to control the strike, becorr.es the most desireable form 
of support and, in some instances, the only form of support th,it can ,be 
used by maneuvering units. The" dense vegetation often ITk1.kes it ~m- . 
possible for a Forward Air Controller to effectively control an air 
strike and, more important, not every company can be provided with a 
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