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tegos are twe 2307 Capteins, six 0302
cne Uild ih, ome (L02 Captain, one 2502
o need for cne Sgb M) wuo 0369 GySgt, elght
orty-cne 03 Sgha, Too majer chortage exists
's;»%fo billets in the 03 fisld., This shortage
swident bv t*f iaet thet the Batbalion has only

T i ] 0ta $369, and only 43% o

6% of lua M

igensa chorts d ring the [first half of the
¥ worg Brimorile Sirceted tuward o otivity in the
Betiariont s TAOL 2 tho vicinity o7 “u; 7on Fass. The enemy
kept up his harrassing actlvitiecs concentrating on small group
movemsnis, During the last half of the month the Battalion

the Go Nci Island arsa South 2F Da Nang.

Tes engaged in Phase IT of Overation HOUSTON
g3 T of ths month. Inhznsive patrolling
orifinued along with bridge acrurity. During
o month the Batteliownm vwag on Opevabion ALLEN
ot

1..«..&-

i, Tihe Battalion held no Indoctrination Zchool ¢f itis own.
il rew persomnel attended a Regimental Indoctr *“ﬁb’f; School,
Syecinl Schools were conducted by the Battalion during the first
puII of the month encompassing communications Fisld expedients
aad instruction in the use of the An/PPS-6,

ENCLOSIRE (1)
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Enomy order of kasitl
Ernomy _nfrastfuuuvre

(3) Rebov;xaa. The Battallon S=2 Sectlon hos conducted
aal by fnmnqndo N TRIEE: UVaff intelligence brlefin ge during May 1968,

) Fnemy_Activ1ty.

(a) - sis Lo Operation HOUSTON II, Enomy.
vie) decrehsed:_urlng the reporting pcriod. “For tbo most
,~“w;'act1V1ty in the Battalicn A0 took. the form of “limited
vy fire, harassment by fire, .and. mining incidents, = .
; -uely throughout the AO;. Enemy interdlctlon attempts
sontaued along Highway #1, concentyated in the Hai Vaa/Phu Loc
areas. The enemy'ls primsry effort has besn concernsé with the
collscition of food stuffs. ' The enemy hes been mov1nq in small
unite ond has been trying to avoid contact with the ~Allied Forces.

2, Tuwe enemy has been using command detonqted minzes and booby~
trappec M/25 grencdes extensively throughout the Hai Van Pass
areas
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3. The enemy is kesping his units as mobile as possible in
order to evads Allied Forces operating in the area.

L. Operation ALLEN BROOK, The enemy unsuccessfully attempted
to resist friendly incuraion into his safeheaven on Go Noi
Islend, and has been prevented from taking significant initiative
ngainst key Allied installations in the Da Nang area. .
Indications are that the enemy continues to attempt to hold the
territory he occupies, while replenishing, recruting and
regrouping his forces,. :

§. Although agent revorts and PN interrogations have cohtained
indications of an enemy offensive, aimed at achieving a
propaganda victory, victory for the peace talks, and to build
morale, the disposition of enemy forces does not lend 1tself to
the immediate accomplishment of widespread successes against
major friendly positions.

(b) Capabilities: Continued harassing actions
to include? .

Attacks by fire
Mortar attacks

& Sniper

b Small scale attacks and ambushes
¢ TUse of mines and booby-~trans

d Propaganda

e Terrorism

I

2

(5) Vietnamese Attachments

(a) Intergreters. The Battalion continues to
employ at least five nterpreters, Efforts are continually
being made to insure that the rifle companies and the S-5 have
at least one quelified ARVN interpreter ocach.

{(b) Kit Carson Scouts., The Battalion continues
to awalt assignment o arson wcouts, ' :

(6) Enemy Losses, The enemy has suffered the following
casualtios as” a result of the Battalionts action during May 68,

Operation HOUSTON II Operction ALLEN BROOK Total

KIa: 22 KIA: 60 KIA: 82
POV 2 0 POW 2 1 . POW ¢ 1
DET: 29 DET 3 8 DET: 37
CHIED HOI: 0 CHIEU HOI: 1 CHIEU HOI: 1

RBASERD
s
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(7) Ueother.

) Rainfall: 1%

)} Temperaturs:
1o Avwg. High 89
2. Avgs Low 72

(¢c) Light:

1., Avg. Sunrise 0620
2. Avg. Sunset 1917

(8) Terrain.

Opsration HOUSTON II; See March 1968 Command
Clirononlogy. .

Onoration LLLEN BROCK; Thick vegetabion, hedgerows,
small rice pnddies, and iarge villages.

(9) Captured Equipment., The following is the totel of
weapons and equipment captured by the Battalion during May 1968;

1l Operation HOUSTON IT '
_ (a) Weapons., 3 B/LO rockets; 2 flare pistols,
-1 French MAS 36 rirfle, 1 Mossin Nagont PFussiam rifle.

(b) Ordnance, 2 Chi-Com grenades, 1 concussion
grenade, 1000 AK~L7 rounds, 90 M/60 fuze lighters, i3 non-
eloactrical blasting caps, L B/IL0 rocket rounds, 1 Russian mine,

(¢) 782 Gear, 6 pounds

(d) Documents. 2 pounds

2 Operation ALLEN BROCK
~ (a) Weapons. 6 B/10 rockets, 1 anti-aircraft
machine gun, 2 AK~}7 rifles, 1 AX-l) rifle,

(b) Ordnance, 2 ©2mm mortar rounds, L 60mnm
mortar rounds, 31 grenades, nine mines, 5 flares, 2 RPG rockets,
16 B/L0 rocket rounds,550 AK-47 rounds, 500 1lbs. rice, S5O 1bs.
corn, 1 rifle grenade sight, 1 rifle grenade launcher adanter,
500 Russian machine gun rounds, 10 60mnm mortar ignition
cartridges, 7 blasting caps.

(¢} 782 Gear. LOO pounds
(d) Documents, 33 pounds

c. Training

(1) Troining Included lectures, demonstrations, and/or
application in the following subjecty:

DECLASSIFIED
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(&) w&éﬁons gafety
{b) Racdin procedurss
(¢) Spot weporss
(¢} FO & FAC procedures
(e) Field commnications expedients
{2) Nine indoctrination schools were coﬁdueted by*Sth
Marires, Classes on FO/FAC proscdures, and on ¢are, and cleaning
of the M~1l6 rifie grs included in the school syllabus,
(3) Personnsl ettended the following schools,
fn) 0Officer Lesdership School -2
() Staff NCO Leadership School T?.
e fé) NGO Leﬂderuhlp Suhool :;~ ‘
. R (e) Vletramese uang“”gé S ~1

LﬁO&rk“tlnﬂ ?' 2

(f) Ba51c Organ;c Supplf{gchgﬁfihg ~1
a, Ogeration o . f ‘_ | '_.A
| (i;fP010001H May Ope”ﬂtlcﬂ HOUSTON IT commencod.
(2) 9614003 May 68 Asaumc. 0PCON of Compam M from 1/5.‘
(3) 111400H Muy 63 chopped Compﬁnv M to 2/,,
(ﬁ) ‘160930H Moy 68 casuimsd 000N of Coipnny M fron 2/5.
| 171330H M“ 68 3rd Bo ta*ion, Sth szlﬁe“ hnopned

to 7th Marines. - Aartlclba ion is Oberction HOUSTON II
terminated for ‘this. orbanl atlnno B

' (6) 180600H May 68 3"d Bautﬂlian, 5+h Marlnes chopped
to 2%&1I%uunos. Operatlor ALL“N BROOA comﬂenceaa

(7) 31 2400? Muy 68 Oneraulon LLLEN BROOX continues,

L )
__ENCLOST

v WE@' ;
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o krti&%bry,Supﬁort

(1) During the month of May Battery F, 1llth Marines,
was in. édireet support of 3rd Battalipn, 5th Marines. Batteries
M, and Whiskey Battery were in general support., US Navy 'patrol
boats gave off shore support during Operation HOUSTON II,

v

Battery F, displaced to the Da Nang TAOR during the last half of

Hoy to support 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines on Operation ALLEN
BROOK,

(2) Battery F FO!'s gave 23 hours of training in FO
procedures to CAP 7 and CAP 9, About 15 hours of Instruction
concerning defensive firos was also given to these units, The
FO's algo gnve 6 hours of instruction to infantry units,

(3) Battery F fired a total of 3808 rounds in support
of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines during May. Of these rounds -
338l were fired with HE fuze quick, 303 with fuze VT, LO WP,~
3 HC smoke, 50 fuze timed,; 10 fuze delay and 18 Illumination,
Battery M firod 863 rounds, and Whiskey Battery fired 639 rounds

in support of 3rd Battedl ion, 5th Marines,

(L) Batteries I, M, and Whiskey fired a total of 4963

‘rounds during the month of May,

(5) Babterics F, M, and Whiskey fired a total of 1159

rounds in support of unobserved missions during the month.

(6) Batterics F, M, and Whiskey fired a total of 3575
rounds of H&I fires during the month. HNavy patrol boats fired
33 rounds of 8lmm mortar.

. (7) Battories F, M, and Whisley fired 5l observed
nissions during the month. The Botteries fired 635 rounds in
support of these missions,

A fo Air Support. Air Support of the Battalion has beon
commensutnte With Battalion needs.

(1) Tactical Fixed Wing Supnort: There were L6
fixed wing airstrikcs during tho month of May in support of
Operation HOUSTON II and ALLEN BROOK,

(2} Helicoptor Support

(a) 8 Huey gunship strikes

(p) 20 mcdévaca, Including 6 Emergency modevacs.

{c) 23 resupply missions to troops in thc field,.
ENCLGSURE (1)
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(3) There are two ALOJFAC officer assigned to this
Battalion, Sufficient trained versonnel were availeble to
provide radio teams at company and Battalion levels.,

g. Communications

(1) The Battalion was supported primarily with F.M.
communications during the month of May,

(2) A manual relay, followed by an automatic relay
station was sat up to maintain communications with Co. M during
the period 10 May to 16 May,

(3) AN/PPS-6 school was held by the Comm Chief with
persomel newly joined by the Battalion, The following
observations were made.

- & Set up in a pre-plotted with (FDC or FSCC)
position or send in the location after sétting up. Polar Plots
may then be used by the supporting arms,

b FEoach operator must plot returns as they occur,

¢ When first assuming watch the operator must check
out all plotted returns from the previous watch,

4 The operator must operate the set, checking out
all returns as to agzimth distance and direction of movement.
Mere setting a renge and sweeping; sitting down and waiting for
something to happen is insufficient and most targets would not
be detected due to disinterest.

(4) Toletype (covered) via Radio Relay (AN/MRC-62)
was maintained with the Fifth Marine Regiment until 16 May 68.
This was a semipermanent position and the previously revorted
bulkiness of the TT=-4's, which this Battalion uses was more than
offset by the dependibility of their operation in this tyve
locatione

(5) Tho importance of Not msd=ovadng rocios with
wounded operators or placing them on resupnly helicopters without
an escort cannot be overemphaized. Since 18 May 68 this Battalion
has had lj redios lost to friendly troops after placed on
helicopters for return to the L.S.A. They were not dropped off
at the L.S.A. as Bn. versonnel there did not receive them.
An additional 6 radios were dropped at destinations other than
those designoted when placed aboard the helicopter.

(6) Support by and liasion with the commmnications
platoon of the 27th Marine Regiment has been outstanding th

far during Operation ALLEN BROCK.
UiCpassisad

10

. DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

h, LOE iSil‘JLp‘:‘:j.

(1) General., The overall logistical status of the
battalion is satisfactory. A

(2) Supply.

(&) During the first part of lMay, Battalion
Supnly prepared diligently for its inspection by the Material
Manegement Team, scheduled for 22 Mey 1968, However, this was
cancelled on 20 May to be rescheduled at a later date.

(p) Also, during the month they initiected action
to effect the exchange of the chrome chambered M-=16 rifles.
Tc date, Bottalion Supply has exchanged 802 rifles, with only
stragglers remsining,

(¢) On 15 May, the Supnly Officer and Supply Chief
attended the second Supply Officer/Chief conference in Da Nang.

(d) On 18 May, Battalion Supply sent an armorsr and
supply man to the field to work as ordinance and supply liaison
during Operation ALLEN BROOK,

{(e) On 22 May, Battalion Supply turned in 634
blankets and 307 field jackets to FLSGe~A for further shipment
to FLC in order to be cle&ned,

‘ (f) A vehicle is utilized daily for the purpose of
picking up necessory clasaés of “supply and ensuring that all

RUC gear is removed from the Shipping and Recelv1ng area at
FLSC=A on a timely basis,

(3) Motor Transport.

(a) On 17 May Motor Transport received twenty
new M=151 vehiclss replacing the M=422A1's which are scheduled
to be turned in on 1 June 1968.

(b) The problem of obtaining parts for the M=27hA2
still exists, however it has been somewhat alleviated with the
procurement of thirteen new starter assemblies, a carburator, and
magneto repair kitses Three items fcocr the M-2T7UA2 are »resently
on order through the Red Ball System,

(¢) The Motor Transpmort Chief will be leaving in
July, and many of the key personnel in the section are leaving
within the next sixty days.

11 \r\ ENCLOSURE {1} IF@

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

iFizD | @ . -

=

i, Civic Action

(L) Medcops. 1,063 people Wwere treated in Medcaps
that were held this month, Nost of the Medca>s were held In
the refugee camp at Phu Luong (862-158), S

(2) PsyOpse UL, 500 loeaflets were distributed in our
TAOR, A total of leaflet drons were requested, Nine of these
wore in support of an operation by Company Y. LO0OChieu Hoi
balls and 1,060 Chieu Hoi Pens were also distributed.

(3) Civil Affairs Aasiatance: A number of bath tuba
were made by the section and used in conjunction with the Medcaps.
The people were taught how to bathe proverly. and they began to
use the tubs after being given instructions. We have also
made 2 couple of small hospital beds that will be used to
provide more sanitary conditiona for children, A few see=-saws
are also in the planning stage, and they will be given out

"to the refugeo camp at Phu Luong (862-=158),

(4) Problems: None

(5) Serious Incident Reports: There were no Serious
Incidents the month of May.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Chronology_pf Events

de

Cs

LY N ANTT e £ !
171330 Mav 53

o
(9]

LTy
 Mayr

May

May

May

13
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Participation in Operation
HOUSTON II terminated,

assumod command of H&S Co,

Operation ALLEN BROOK
commenced,

Operation ALLEN BROOK
continues,

1st It J, D, ANDERSON
joined the Battallon as
Motor Transport Officere.s

ONCLASSIFTED
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D v HEADQUARTERS

SRR ETTED '~ 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
: lst Marine Division (Rein) FMPF -
’ FPO San Prancisco, California 96602

3/LCa/dan
3122

Prom: Commanding Officer :
To: Comman ding General, 1st Marine Division (Rein), FMF
Via: Commmding Officer, Sth Marines '
Subj: Combat Operations After Action Report
Ref: (a) Division Order 3480.1a

(b) ©5th Marines OpO L-68

(c) 5Sth Marines OpO 301-68

(d) 5th Marines Ado 301~-68

(e) 5th Marines Frag0 15-68
Encl: ~(1) Overlay of Area of Uperation

1, Name of Operationi Operation HOUSTON Phase II = Search
and Ulear Operation,

2. Dates of Operatiomn: O0IXO0001H May 1968 to 171330H May 1968,

3. Location: Along Highway #1 South of Phu Bal Combat Base
in Thua Thien Province,

o Control or Command Headquerters: 5th Marines

Se Reporting Officer: Lt.Col. D. Ne REXROAD, Commandding
Officer, 3rd Battallon, 5th Marines,

6. Task Organization: 3rd Battol ion, 5th Marines (Rein)
LtCol, D. N. REXROAD
H&S Co (=) - 1lstlLt, B. P. BARRON
Det, Btry F,, 2nd Bn. llth Marines

ENCLOSURE (2)
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 BCTASSIFIRD . ' ‘

A— ——

Co I Capt He KOLAKOWSKI Jr.,
Co I (Rein) .
Det, H&S Con, 3/5
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, llth Marines

Co K latlt ¥, W, SMITH
Co K (Rein)- '
Det, H&S Co, 3/5
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, llth Marines

Co L Cap‘t. J« Do NIOTIS
Co I (Rein)".
Dot, H&S Co, 3/5
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 1llth Marines

Co M Capt. Fo D, PACELLO
Co M (Rein)-
Det, H&S Co, 3/5 . )
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 1llth Marines,

Te Sgpporting,Forces.

a. Artillery

(1) From Commencement of FPhase II of Operation HOUSTON
until its. termination for this organization om 171330H May
1968, the *rd Battalion, Bth Marines rcceived direct Artillery
Support from Battery F, 2nd Battalion, llth Marines, At no
timoc during the opcration was the Battalion without Artillery
Support.

(2) Two Batteries provided General Support for the
3rd Battalion, 5th Marines during tho operation. They were
Battery L, Lth Battalion, 1llikL Merines, and Battery M, Lth
Battelion, 1llth Marines.

be Alr

(L) Duringz Operation HOUSTON II., weather had little
offect on utiltization of Ar Support, "

(2) A total of 25 fixed wing missions were flown
in support of 3rd Battalion, S5th Marines, during Phase II of
Operation HOUSTON, Twenty one of theso strikes were TAC(A)
controlled, and four were FAC controllad.

(3) There were 17 Air observer misgions duweiwg the
operation. ,

ENCLOSURE (2) -
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UFELASSIPIED ‘ ‘ " '

8, Intelligence

a. The cnemy forces anticipated on Operation HOUSTON IT,
Wwere not expected to exceed two VCIMF Battalions, seven NVA
Battallons, one Regimental Hoadquarters, and several selected
hamlet/village dufense squadss This intelligence was passed
to the Battalion Commander, staff and unit commanders in
estimate, briefing, andcoverlay form,

be The following enemy units were identified as being
disposed in the area from Phu Bal south to Hai Van Pasa,

%ﬁ Bn,

C Bne

KIB Bn.

KS Bne -

K10 Bhe
T87th Bn.
802nd Bn. '
Lth Rogts Hdg.

ce Collection and dissemination

(1) Duwring Operation HOUSTON II, the 3rd Battalion,
5th Marines ITT Team interrogated 20 Viebnamese nationals,
These interrogations resulted in all being classified as
innocent civilians and released,

(2) Cavptured documents include several persons&l
letters, and onc diary.-

(3) Captured woapons include three B/WO rocket Jaunchers
twe flare pigtols and two Fronch smip:r rifles,

(L) “ther captured geer includes twenty Chi-Com grenades,
_19 non=-olcetriccl blasting capsy fogr(B/uO rociot o
rounds, six pounds of 782 gear. ]

(5) Total enemy losses were 22 KIA (confirmed),
9« Mission |

During the conduct of Operation HOUSTON II, 3rd Battalilon,
Sth Marines was assigned the mission of keeping Highway #1
open through tho Hedl Van Pass Lroc, - Intensive potrolling and
bridge security were included in the mission,

ENCLOSURE (2)
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Vs STIIED . ' ' |
. - - _
‘ 10. Concept of Operations

At 010001H May 1968, Phase II of Operation HOUSTON
commenced with the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines continuing
their mission of keeping Highway #1 open., Since the Battalion
occupied the same position when Operation HOUSTON II commenced
as 1t did when Operation HOUSTON I terminated, there was no
significant change in the concept of operations,

11, Exééution:

as 1 May 1968

(L} At 010825H 35th Enge. (USA) at coord, §09016
Road scrapper detonated pressure type mine with right rear
wheel, Blew right rear tire with slight damage to wheel rim,
Mine left 2% x L' crater in the road, Road still passables

(2) At 021100H Kilo Bridge Security At coord,
88695, Two farmers while tilling soil detonated a dud M=79
round:. Both farmers were wounded. Corspman gave first aid
and med=svac was calleds

be 2 May 1968

(L) At 021900H India Ft, arbush at coord., 202998,
. While patrol was moving to ambush site they made smll
arms contact with unknown number of VC, The enemy fired
40-50 rounds. Patrol returned 150 rounds 5.56, Enemy broke
contacte 2 USMEC WIA 1 emergency and 1 vpriority.

(2) At 022050H Kilo Ft, ambush &t coord. 883955,
Ambush heard loud movement to their front, Ambush called
in eartillery illum. and observed L. enemy troops in light
colored unifarms, with packs, helmets, and rifles, Patrol
fired approx, 250 5,56 rounds, 25 7.62 rounds, and 8 M=79
rounds, Enemy returned [J0=-50 rounds, and tried to envelope
the ambush, Patrol threw 8 M-33 grenades and movememt ceased.
Called artillery mission and searched area, Found 3 NVA KIAts,

c. 3 May 1968
(L) At 030700H Kilo at coord 882955 while seareliingarea
of contact as reported in spot rep. 022050, . Found ono

NVA KTIA and equipment, Also found blood trails in brush and
paddie area, Found 1 AK-l 7 »rifle with ammo and two chi=
Com grenades, hammock, and extra unifarm,

(2) O031100H Lima Co. at coorde 936917. Found one

dead VC, body looks to be about a month old. Two chicom
grenades were found by hody.

- - CHCLASSIFZED
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(3) At 031600 3/5 CP at 936917, Army truck ran
off road. Army officer reguested 3/5 eng. to blow truck.
Marines salvaged all usuable gear and blew truck with 120
pounds of C=lj,

(L) At 031700 H Lima Co, At coord, 937886, Army
vehicle ran off road while hsading South, Vehicle went about
30 meters off road, turned over on its top, and burst into
flames, Exploding ordance prevented quick extinguishmont. of
the fire. LYoy personnel cliimed bodies and uncharred
equipment,

- d. L May 1968

(1) At OL1025H 35th Eng. (USA) 5 ton tractor--
trailer detonated pressure type mine, Slight damage to low
bed. k

e, 5 lMay 1968

(1) At 052230H India Bridge Security received 6
HE mortar rounds of unknown size. Fired illum.s but neg.
counter battery fire.

@ (2) At OS0100H 3/5 CP at Hai Van Pass heard small
arms fire along road, Checked area and found crater in the
road, Road still passable. Will check throughly at first
light.

(3) At 050130 India at coord. 19501l. CAP 7 unit
set in ambush at above coord, Five WA came into ares,
Ambush opened fire killing one INVA, NVA had an overlay of
CAP 7 and Bridge 11} on him. Captured 1 AK-47 and cartridge
belt. '

- (L4) At 050730H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 929921,
Two culverts blown. Collapsed culverts and filled them in,

(5) At 050800H 35th Eng, (USA) at coord, 929922,
Bulldw ér hit road mine, No casualties, Left track being
repaired.

(6) 051005 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 906955, Five
ton dump truck hit mine. Damnge to right front wheel,
Reswapt area with neg, results,

(7) At 051120 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 906951,
Found l pound block of TNT rigged with comm, wire., Disarmed
mine. ‘ .
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(8) At OS1I00H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 936918,
Found undétermined ammount of explosive in culvert., Removed
explosive, \

(9) At O51IOSH 35th Eng, (USA) at coord. 936918,
Found one anti tank mine off shoulder qf road, Mine disarmed,

(10) At O5SLILOH Kilo at coord, 90395L4. Eng, security
found one Soviet entl personnel mine, blew mine in plmee,

dump truck was hit by claymore mine probably command detonatede.
Marines swept hillside by fire, Searched area with neg,
results, 3 USA evacs,.

, - (1) At 060005H 3/5 CP at coord. 87,988, 833998, -
860092, 815993, 35th Eng. (USA), Foxtrot 2/11, and India.
3/5 all had incoming 82mm mortar rounds, ot approx. the same *
time, Returned fire with 8lmm mortars and artillery misslon,
Iy USHMC Med=evacs.

(2) At 060946H India squad patrol at coord, 860009
Swept comfirmed enemy mortar site. Found two 5!x9! mortar
pits also 10 misfired 82mm mortar rounds, 1 VC entrenching
tool, and one palr of green tennis shoes.

(3) At 061430H 3/5 CP at coord, 936902. Engineer
unit repairing road received two sniper rounds from est. one
VC, Returned fire and checked area with neg. results.

(ly) At 0616L5H Lima squad OP at coord, 936902, OP
recelved 3 sniper rounds froman est, 2 VC, OP returned 20
rounds 5.56 and checked aree with neg, rosults.’

(5) At 061820H 3/5 CP at coord. 933920, Black
powder claymore mine exploded on Highway #1 just behind a
Vietnamese civilian truck. No damage or injuries.

(6) At 062115H India at coord, 207006, Ambush
spotted at least 5 boats coming to shore at coord., 187062,
Ambush also saw signel light for boats. Called arty. mission
on boats and light, Checked area at first light with
neg. results,

(7) At 062250 3/5 CP at coorde. 913944« Culvert
was blavn on Highway #1, but raad is still passable, Checkéd
aroa and found B-l|0 rocket round dud on road, blew in place,

» ENCLBURE (2)
B
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g« 1 May 1968

(1) At 071810H Kilo found aircraft at 929922, Wing
nurber on plané was XV-NTT, Appears to have been croshed a bout
two months ago. A

(2) 072030H India squad ambush at 807018. While
patrol was moving to night ambush site point mn tripped a
booby trap. After the explosion approx. 6-~7 VCopemddup on
patrol, Patrol returned heavy volum® of "fire, Enecmy broke
contacte Chocked area with nogs results,

(3) 072100H Lima at 093895 spotted 1 VC approx. 100
meters from position. Opened fire, VC fled area.

‘ . (L) &t 072100H India at coord, 198009 encountered
approx,., 7=8 enemy personrel at coord, 198007, Enemy
opened fire, India returned fire, and pulled back t o Highway
#1 with medevaci Searched area with neg, results,

(1) At O80745H 35th Enge (USA) at coord. 9065l.
Mine swoeep tripped one anti=personnel mine. Called medevac
helicopter. Upon landing, helicopter received 2 B=l0 rocket
rounds and small arms fire. Squad from Kilo checked area
with nege reosults,

(2) At 080900H 35th Enge (USA), at coord. 925925,
Mine sweep unit found booby trgpped anti-personnel mine.
Blew in place.

(3) 4t 080945 35th Eng., (USA) Mine sweep found box
mine, est. to be 25 to .0 pounds. Blew in plsce.

(l.) At OB1000H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 925925,
3/, ton truck hit anti=tenk mine, 1 Viet Civilian wounded.
Mede¥Waced by Marine heldcopntenr.

(5) . At 082130 Lima at coord. 937979. Ambush sighted
10~12 VC who appeared to be digging a mortar pit. Army unit
sent patrol to investigate.

(6) At 0Bl015H 35th Enge (USA) at coord. 925925,
Mine sweep found 2 anti-personnel mines. Blew them in place,

ENCLOSURE (2)
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(7) At 0B0BOSH 35th Eng. (USA) st coord. 808009,
Mine sweep unit found two blown culverts, Culverts were
filled in,

(8) At 081005H Kilo at coord, 897957, One Viet
Civilian had gsosw moell wound in head, Civilian had been
wounded when VC took Army Eng, under £ ire with small arms
and B-lL0 rockets the day before.

(9) At 081710H Mike Plt, Patrol at coord. 875896,
Patrol received approxs. 100 rounds of automatic weapons
fires Chocked arca with neg. results.

(10) AOB8I530R Lima at coord, 933918, Command
detonated mine wounded 2 USA Eng., Medevac, Vehicle was® hit
by 2nd command detonated mine. Searched area revealed several
hundred feet of comm, wire., 2 USA medevac, 2 civilian medevac
and 1 ARVil medevac.

(11) At 081900H Mike at coord, 875895, Mike Co,.
continued search of area where contact was made. Received
sporadic small arms and grenades. Mike found 2 NVA KIA and
assorted 782 gear. : :

(12) At 081930H India at coord, 808009, TUSA had
broken down vehicle, and needed security for the night. Sent
out fire team security.

(13) At 082100H 3/5 CP at coord, 082030, ARVN unit
picked up VC transmission on rudio, VC talking to 3 units
and warning them of gpproaching Marine force., Info, passed
t0 all units. '

(1) At 081600H Mike Co. abt coord, 865895, While
Co, was moving down to low ground rear element was hit by
est. I} NVA, Received S/A fires and grenades., Mike encounbtered
approx. & asquad of NVA in base camp and encountered heavy
registance, 1 USMC XIA,

i, 9 May 1968

(L) At 090015 India squad awmbush at coord, 825011,
Ambush captured two Viet, mele Civilisns, Captured based on
males being out after dark., Returned detainessto India Co,

(2) 091100H Mike at coord, 869907, NVA staged a dawn
attack with automatic weapons fire and B-40 rockets, Mike
returned heavy volums of automatic weapons fire, M=79 rounds

and M=33 grenades. Called aif,strike on suspected enemy pos.
captursd assorted daccuments and 782 gear,

- ENCLOSURE (2)
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(3) At 09I240H Lima at coord, 993918, Patrol
spotted movenment and f ired 106 RR Bee Hive round. Checked
area with neg. results.

(4L.) At 091315 Lima at coord, 9329190 to 924492
Patrol moved to chock area of suspected énemy DOtiqu}.. Found
numerous foot princs and small base campe

(5) At 091600H Mike at coord, 186990. After
consolidating positions Mike maneuvered to gain control.of
high ground. ZEncountered est, enemy platooen and heavy
resistance, Mike secured high ground and consolidated company
perimeter. Called artillery and air strikes on all sides of
positions,

(6) At 0912610H India at coord. 205015, Point man of
patrol trinped Me26 grenade while moving to ambush site,
1 USHC modevac,

(7) At 091800H Mike at coord.v869900, Mike recoived
air resupply. Supplies dropped outside @ rimeter, Patrol
sent to get supplies, encountered heavy resistance. Supplies
in enemy hends,

. (8) At 0919204 Mike at coord. 869908, Mike
congolidated peszitions for night security. Oriented ambushes
to South where contact has been hcaVLest. New resupply drop
scheduled for 1008CCH HMar

(9) At 092000 India At coord, 356005. While on
patrol with Indisa squad USMC sniper spotted 1 VC wearing black
Pedl!s., VC was carryling weapon. OSniper fired 3 rounds,
Observed VC fall., Searched area found 1 VC KIA,

(10) At 092100H Lima at coord., 9296L2. Patrol
spotted figures runaing z2long trail. Opened fire on
enemy., Lnemy flad east down the ridge line., Checked area
with neg. results, »

je X0 May 1968

(1) At 100800H Mlke Plt, pntrol at coord 869906
moving t0 regain contact with enemy, reccived S/A fire from
enenty Plt, - Returned S/A and M-79 fire, and remained in c ontect
to adjust artillsry. Removed wounded to Co. perimster,

° e | - . EWCLOSURE (2)
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Q MNGKL At 101300H Mike Co. perimeter at coord. 868907,
received. air drop rcbuphly., Attempted med-evac unsuccessful
due to poor weather and enemy fire, Continuing to use artillery
and fixed wing air to suppress enemy fire,

(3) At 101500H 35th Eng. Bn, (USA) at coord. 931921
doger hit pressure mine on road shoulder, Both tracks blown
off. Road being reswept.

(4y) At 101525H Mike Co, perimeter at coord. 868907
received sniper fire from four NVA in tree tops on high
ground to west, Returned fire, one enemy shot from tree,
fire silenceds 1 NVA confirmed, 1 USMC WIA,

(5) At 102030H Mike Co, perimecter at coord., 868907
after firing close in H&I artillery fire to east, heard heavy
movement, sereams, and dragging sounds, Called in additional
artillery and fired S/A and 60mm mortars in direction of
sounds.,

(6) At 102145H 3/5 CP at coord., 922928 heard
explogsion., Kilo potrol moved to area vicinity 922930 and
saw two enemy climbing mountain to south., Pursued physically
and with fire, with neg. results, One culvert partially
. destroyed with crater %‘x’,)_p, road still passable.

ke 11 May 1968

(1) At 210011H Kilo squad patrol at coord. 913945
obacrved 2 onery on road 200 meters pouih. Fired S/A and
and M=79 and pursued enemy with neg, results. Found 20!
comi wire and hole dug in roand in preparation to blow culvert.

(2) At 110930H Mike Co, porimeter at coord. 869907
called close in air strikes, causing extensive disturbance
among enouy who scomed to be fleeing ocast to avoid air strike,

(3) At 111300H Mike Co, perimeter at coord, 868907
received helicopter resupply drop, 50% of which fell in
onemy lines. Helicopters received 1000 rounds enomy S/A and
automatic weapons fire. Med-ovac was attempted but helicopter
received numerous S/A hits and mission was aborted. Continued
to employ extensive close in artillery support. Unknown
number of wounded helicopter personnel,

(4) At 111400H Miko Co, at coord, 868907 offected
link up with elements of 2/8, and chopped OPROW 2/5,

. ENCLOSURE (2)
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(5) At 1108)40H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 809009,
Mine sweep 5 'ton truck struck large mine in road. Right forward
dual wheels blown off, 5 USA WIA,

(6) At 11090LH 35th Eng. Bn, (USA) at coord 809015,
Mine sweep discovered U.S, MIAI mine in road. Blown in place,

(7) At 111330H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 912857,
Road scraper struck mine. Right front wheel blown off. Area
being reswept,

(8) At 111330H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 9241926,
Found and disarmed US MIATI mine,.

(9) At 11IL05H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 924926.
5 ton truck hit mine. Right front tire blown off,

(10) At 112130H Kilo squad ambush, at coord 907950.

Heard sxplosions on road at coord 906951 and 903953, Two
culverts partially destroyed.

l, 12 May 1968

(1) At 120240H India bridge security at coord 097810,
Received 3 incoming 60mm wmortar rds. Resulting in 2 USHMC WIA
non evac. Did not return fire dve to uncertain eneny location
near friendly village.

(2) At 12081CH 35th Eng, Bne. (USL) at coord S03953.
Mine sweep 5 ton truck hit larpgo road wine, and was blown from
the road and extensively damaged. Mine crater 6' diametoer,
I deep. Sweep continued.

(3) At 1208,,0H 35th Enge. Bn. (USA) at coord 904952.
Mine sweep found and destroyed one U5, MIATI mine.

(L) At 121345H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 906951,
Mine sweep found one large mine consisting of 26 pounds C-=4
and one ChiCom claymore mine, rigged for comuand detonation.
Mines blown in ploce.

(5) At 122000H Kilo F.T. ambush, at coord 9129)47.
Heard explosion at 913943, axd moved to investigate. Received
incoming grenade and SA fire. Returnsd fire, advanced, and
scarched arca. Culvert damaged, road not passable.

10
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(6) At 122015H Kilo F.T. ambush, at coord 918929.
Explosion occurred 50 meters away. Culvert slightly damaged,
road passable. Soearched arca with negative rosults.

(7) At 1220204 Kilo F.T. ambush, at coord 912947,
Observed 7 VC. croscsing road; cast to west, about 100 metors -
north. Fired SA and M79 rds and @oserved 2 enemy fall, Purswed
eneryy, chockod arca with negative results.

"mi 13 May 1968

. (1) At 130745H 35th Eng. Bn, (USA) at coord 914858.
Mine sweop found onc Chilom claymore near side of road, wradped
in plastic shoet, not rigged for detonavion. Blew in place.

(2) At 130803H 35th Zng. Bn. (USA) at coord 899958,
Hine sweep found ond destroyed unknown type mine in road.

(3) At 131345H 358h Eng, Bn. (USA) at coord 923927,
V.N. civilion road worker trinised ~26 booby trap near culvert..”
1 USA, 6 V., civilian WI4 evaced. &oarched areoa with negative
results, A

(4) At 1317008 Lima Co. CP, ab coord 940915, Observed
2 VC moving in vieinity 919697, Fired 6 1046mm beehive rds.
600 rds. 7.62, and 15 rda. 60mn mortar,

(5) At 13317508 Lima Co. CP, ot coord 940915, While
firing 60mm iortor miscicn, tube jumped from base plate, causing
2 USHC NBC nminor,

(6) At 131945H 1India pit. bridge security, at coord
197010, Received incoming SA and § 60m wokiar rds, from eneumy
location to north, Returned 6 106mm IE, and 00 7.62mm linked
L UsMC, 3 P,F. WIA,

n, 1l May 1968

(1) At 1),0810H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 80701%,
Mine sweep found and destroyed one ChiCom claymore.

. (2) At L.1500H Indiz Plt,. patrol, at coord, 185055
11 roszonao o L,0, sighting of possible new fortifications,
searchedq area with neg. results,

(3) At 141905E, Kilo Ft, ambush, at coord. 912947,

while moving to ambush site, received L0 rounds carbine fire
from estimatod 3 VC wicinity 90797« Returned fire and

pursued enomy with neg. results. : : e
UNCLASSIFIED
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(4) &t 123450, Lima squad awbush, at coord. 960895,
obseryed two Vletnamese boats near shore in restricted area,

Oponed fire with 3/2 ond M=79, Ohc.boot scik, ono voat fled
to soa.- C*.‘"roa 1" Victnoiivgo ncle .VCS, B

(5) A% 1L2345H, India Ft,., ambush, at coord, 193000,
roceived 6 60w mortor rounds from coord. 1879°h and heavy
amall arms from estimated 30 VC 50 meters from their positing,
Returned S/A Mw79, M»33 grenades, and 3 LAAWS, Enemy broke
contact, Reaction force from Bridge 1l linked up and Wi shdrew
casualt;os. Gallod artillopdy wission on eneidy withdpawal routoes,
2 U0 KIA, L USMC WIL evaced, Enemy casualties unknown,

Q, 15 May 1968

(1) At 1509L0H., 35th Enge Bn, (USAY, at coord, 923927,
mine swecp found, disarmed, and recovercd 2 ChiCom cla ymore
on shouldor of road.

(2) At 150945H, 35th Fng. En. (USA), at coord. 91294},
6x6 truck following mine swoep was hit oy commond detonated
ChiCom claymorcs 1 USA, 1 USHMC WIA ovaccde Kilo squad patrol
firod 81 mortar mission and searched arca with neg. results.

: (3) At 1FI015H, Hilc Ft. patroi, at coord. 911942,
heard explosion vizinity GiL945. queqclgated and found 1
USA and 1 USMC WIA from cormand detonatcd ChiCom claymore,
Followed wires, scavchodmoa with nog “ﬁsu14$¢ ~Raceived.
10 rounds corbine fiwve fscn vicinity 9Jg,;f; Called 81
mortar firo ‘uission,

(h) At 151300H, Xilo squad patrol, at coord, 902947,
searching ared of ocarlicr contqct, struck a daisy chain of
sovoral M=1l6 " xounglng botty mines on trail. sdditional forces
dispatched to aid the squud., Medovac cslled in, 1 USHC KIA,
7 USHC WIA, . A :

- (5) A% 152100H, DuNang Harbor Patrol Boat, at coor,
970870, ‘observod moving lights vicinity 960888, in rostricted
area, Called firc mission through 3/5, TFired 20 8lmm HLE.,

and 6 150im H,B.,., No further eneémy activity, Searched area

at first light with ncge results,

* ENCLOSURE (2)
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(1) At 161700H, Mike Co, CP, at coord. 88595,
man cleaning dismantled 3.,5" Rocket Launcher with round atill
“in rear segmont of launcher, had accidental discharge, Round
went through and through right side of chest, 1 USNC NBC
OMSIEeNCy ©6VacC,

(2} At 161715H, Kilo Ft, 0P, at coord. 912947, received
20 long range carbine rounds from west. Called 8lmm Mortar
mission, Enomy fire silenced,

(3) At 162150H, India Squad ambush, at coord, 817009,
- while moving into ambush, received automatic burst from 100 - °
metors to north, Returnod 1 incoming frag grenade, Returned
fire 'and continuecd search with nege. rosults, 3 USMC WIA non-
evac.,

P. 17 May 1968

(1) At 170740H 35th ing. Bn, (US4) at coord £15008,
HMine sweop found one prossure mine., Blew mine in place.

] (2) At 170745H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 815008,
Minc sweep found booby trap device pressure type. Blew in place.

(3) At 1721501 India at coord 817009, Point clement
hit by automatic burst from 1 VC, Also received 1 incoming
grenade, [Letrunod fire searched area with negz. results.

12. Results | o
2, Eneuy
(1) Personnel: 22 VC/NVA KIA
(2) Materials

(a) Rifles- 2

(b) Plare Pistolsw 2

(e) OGrenandess 20 ChiCom

(d) Rockets=~ 3 B-40 Rocketa"

(o) Anmoe 1000 AK-l7 rds.
L B~40 rounds

(f) Other- 90 M/60 electric

blasting caps. 6
pounds - of assorted
782 geaw,

i3
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be. Friendlg

(1) XKia -17

- (2) Dow =00 =
(3) WIAE. —~hh
%; WIANE UL
NBC -5

13, Administrative Matters

‘a, Rosupply

(1) Almost all resupply during Phase II of
- Opeoration HOUSTON was accomplished by vchicle. '

(2) Thore wore 10 helicopter rcsupply mission
during tho operotion,

b, DMaintonance. Difficulty in getting parts for
gsoveral of the vehicled e:'fectcd some inconvenience.

¢, Treatment of Casuclties, Fvacuation,. and
Hospitalization, oo

(1) Casualty trcatment weos handled very
capably by the Battalion Surgeon and his corpsman in the field.,

(2) Evacuation of casualties were effected
with minirmum loss of timee.

d, Transnortation, The unavailcbility of
transportation from the Batfalion reor at Phu Bai to Hail Van
Pass was slowed down due to the unavailability of parts for
some vehicles, The lack of parts did not cause any major
problems for the Battalion rear or Battalion forward during

-~ Phase two of the opcration,

e, Comunicetions,

(1) Continued to support the battalion
vtilizing »nrimarily F.M, communications, Covered TTY was elsn.
used socondarily between regimont and the Battalion,

(2) A manual relay followed by an automatic
rolay station set up by division, w4s required to effectively
~maintain comminication; with Mike Co. during tho perioed 10 :
May to 16 May,” This was eensed by diroct terrain masking of
the line of commmnications to Mike Co,

(3) AN/PPS-6!s wero uscd Lo esstsf Fith
the guarding of two bridges. It is ImpOT ﬁE@% the
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PPS=6 and plot thie location with the supported units arty

and mortar F,0's, This onsbles Polar Coordinates to be usod-

in roquosting supporting fires, Imnodiately upon setting in,
approx. 10 to 15 minutes should bo spent plotting returns as

to distance and size from fixoed target roturns, This enables
there opcrators to be bricfed prior to assuming their respoctive
watch, It must be omphasizod that tho man on watch must "oporato
tho set.., Chocking all roturns he dotects. Mere sitting in
sotting range and scarching is insufficient.

(L) Tho advantago of having enlisted FAC
teams with each company was emphasized by contact action of
Mike Cos, o 10 to 16 May. Handling of medeevac in extrom ly
difficult terrain and the rumning of air strikes in the same
circumstances was enhanced by trained and experienced enlisted
porsonnel asuigned to the company on a permanent basis,

Their continuing supervision of all communications in the
company also assisted in leaving the commonder free to cone
centrato on tho tactical situatiom,

fs Medical Eveoccuation

(1) Total No., of wmedovacs

) Killed in hetion

) Wounded in fLectvicn

1 Wounded in Lctionn, ¥on Evac
) Non Bettle Casunitiss Rvac

11 38
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1. Special Equipment and Techniques. It was noted that the
two gallon plastic water bottle fits socurosly inside the stand=-
ard 20 pound demolitions bag. This protects the water bottle
from puncture and »rovidesan:.easy means of Cﬂrrylng the bottle
slung over the shouldsr.

15. Commander's Anal7sia.

(a) Phase 2 of operation Houston was no different from
the final portion of phase 1 which was previously discussed.
This ssarch and clear operetion was designed to keep highway
one open between Dansng and Phu Bai, Although several enemy
mining incidents caused temporary halts in the flow of traffic
there was no significant cessation during the period cowered
by the report. The omveration was characterized by increased
small unit contacts&nd.;rc identga of wmines and booby traps.

(b) Company Mike's coubat patrol inadvertantly happened
udon an NVA base camp and was hecvily engeged in extremely tor-.
turous terrain. This action evertunxtyrequlred an additional
company and a command group from the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines
and was highly productive in the collsction of information of
intelligence value.

16. Recommendationes: None.
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