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Command Chronology Report 
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2" H[L:~·:.:;n:ior.. 17:·tjdJ.J.:Ltje:x~e el'forts dur:'~'.I.~ the i-irst half of the 
![lC':l:;~: i.;jr:.'t't) ~3::-'i1';1[~ri~~"'" oir·(~ctod 'GUl-;U7-L C,l')Y1,I' ':J:t~_vity in the 
BH l;3.:d.0'i:.i.' D TAO}" L; tho vic init;;r of: ::r;:A.l ,.lCl.:'."'. Fass. The enemy 
ke·pt ~p hIs ho.l"rp88 ing net ivit:i 0ll con(~eni;r'[tt ing on smnll group 
movemc:.ri"s. During the last half of tho Ul(.li:ltr~ the Battalion 
OPi-H'8.-r:=d in the Goi\"7ci Island area Sou.th ·')f Dn Nang. 

3 ~ ',ehc Bo.tto.lion Hf',S engaged in Pha?,t;' II ot J:,oerat ion HOUSTON 
<::.::t:·'J')g::(;'}'i;' the ~irs':;, l?-!l::'" of th9 m'?n-c.0" ,~nJ.;s{:sive ,patrolling 
~:~'f:;,(,,~'. c'j.g:h-"';QY H.I " .. :')"' .. T. ... nued (dong ,nth CI'~.c.g<·) f;('~·urlty. During 
":n.c }'} st ~lcjf' o~ tho month the Batte:' iOT~ ,TllS (")1'), Gj:I.3:i.''1tion ALLEN 
[;;;, ~)O?~ S o'n t h of Dc, )T 8.nl3: f\ 

L~ 10 :r}~.~ B~ttt(tlio!l hsJ..d no Indoc trinnt ion 301'1(0). 8!.) '1 t r gown. 
A11 !1C-J personnel attended a Regimentl1l Indoct:('i:-:-i,']c::.n:.: School. 
8:~,(:c:Dl Schools were conducted by the BattaJ..lo:l c1uri:lg the :first 
PQ£'l, of the month encompassing communico.tion~ ,flc:1L:!. 0:>(pedienta 
nXl(i. il1f~truction in the use of tho An!PPS-6 &0 

3 [ 
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e !,_j:r'_:.q~~I~~.!.~,~ _.~~£~2.+~ss __ 2:~_;'J !r;~IF IC_.lNT __ E_VE_,_N'l'_S_ 
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1 .. Tooio8 . ~'-"-" 

(.J.) f!:'h.::; ~;r~~\·;-,( . . ' ·: .. >2'i . . >~~ C,:~ .. i.·~l L·:~.: ::~;·:·::.·~~lL (i.f May with an on 
·boG.!·"~. ~::. :~:~:2~!.~.C::;i~~:~ .. Oj'l jU ~>·~G.~.C'·:! ,1"i~~ :;!>i~ 3~:~~"~f:;:~f;!1 > \)(:5 i:Jtu:i~ine Enlisted, 2 
jJF1:7.Y· ~}:':~"j_c.('.:.e;.;.~ J n:~:(l ,;','; .:\~·r·~,,;/\/" l~l~~:' '~~~~(t;:.1. ~.;j:16 (~U\~l-.()!:t on board 
",''-,.r '' '-+~'1 1'<> 'J1 '!-,:",.,.,..", "\':""F~("''''r'',' P'\'·~ ·.liJ·'-<'C~1 ·:\I;fl1~·1."'liO. '>i!nlisted 4 ~,~~, _" .,)~, 1,::·~Wol.'. '.. ,),. -.!~.t . .L .. ' .. ,;,..:.",J lr,. ~ ___ , ""~~ ,,_ :I>.>.~ .... _ .... 1.... ... ._ ,I oI.,._.~ _ ... v ~ .. 

IfL1't,Y ().f1~:lcers, Q?.1.d .. :;3 l\i~l.~r:,~ ~~;:.':.:!.::·".:q.-.L~~::.~ 

(?) :_:.~>,:: ·.'~,i,j):).'t· (:'~"::>;(,~; :L', ... ·:? is 'G:'.:·21:3:t~:i:1 aT the Battalion 
1.5 2i t . .l<1.t':.::."j.!l8 (:J'f i 0 ':::~!S ,'.' [Lllc: ~~; ?L:~ ~~,~:';.xJ··T:J ':: .~'''/::,'_;. ·.L~i "t.~c:.., 
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Tb.~·Y'l~i:~ col1:)ct::c;r: (~E:~\:'!::ts <lUl"ing 
Op~ :~V .. ';; i ~.~ ALL~~l~' :~3EO~:rf~ 1)[i.··~(·.'--.J· 'bt1211. 

(D) 
(- , 
0, 

(C) 
(d) 

i,IC,1) (~. or-root 5.r")i:"s 
'11,o.iJ. t..nd Fater PC;;i.11-C 
En',::'l1!1 ordor' 0::.' bu~.:;i';IG 
E'::lomy il1i'!'n8t:i.~uQtnr'3 

(3) REroprtinr:. The B~ttb.lioIl. S-2 Seet::'OYl 1."..1).8 conducted' 
llc .. L).y C()wlilcnd-;;r'O.ila~S~to.ff lntell1gf)ncq qrlefings dUt'ing ::1ay 1968. 

(1;.) l!!n~.~y Activit,:_' 
~ .. ' .~) : 

.. ,. q~) , ~~~alS"l.·' Operation liOUS'rON II ~ Enemy 
;~J:·::~;'::';:;7 d9CrQo,~~dklng .thq.reporting poriod. 'For the most 
"C[[;:C'c.: '~~~~O"1,y activity in the, B~tta:j,Jon AO'.tO(;)l¢ i;he form of:li~ited 
fl~~t; [1'~.l·:.:,b:,- fil"f).liarllBsment ,bYfi~~. '04ct'+'}irrmg inc iCl.en.ts " .. 
3I·'1';~U;, ',iLiuly' throue;ho~t· 'the A~i ,.ij;J.emy~~t~r9:iction nttempts 
0(ln~ :.Jll':0d l'.long High~a.Y:~#.l, Qbll~eX'lt:t'tltec,i:,in:th~ Hui Vo:a/Pl+u lsoc 
iil'eGfl.; The enemyts' pr~1Tl.[I.ry ~eff'9rt' hs:s,been qoriQerned ~,riththe' . 
co::'} ~c l: ion of' f'O'od stuf'f's. The enemy hns been moV'fn.'2;in small 
unitz. 2nd hr.s been trying to avoid contact with the Allied Forces. 

2~ Tb~ enamy has been using cOIl1!l1and detonated min.os r..nd booby­
trn.p~)(:.(;. M/26 grenades extensively throughout the Hai Van Pass 
areUa 

··'5,·:" 
•. ':f" ) 
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3. The enemy is keeping his units as mObile as possible in 
order to evade Allied Forces operating in the area. 

4. Operat~on ALLEN BROOK. The enemy unsuccessfully attempted 
to resist rriendly incursion into his sareheaven on Go No! 
Is ll:'.nd , and has been prevented from taking significnnt initiative 
against key Allied installations in the Da Nang area. 
Indications ore that the enemy continues to attempt to hold the 
territory he occupies, while replenishing, recruting and 
regrouping his farces. 

5. Although agent re~orts and N interrogations have cohtnined 
indications of an enemy offensive, aimed at achie~ing a 
propaganda victory, Vict0ry for the peace talks, and to build 
mornle, the disposi'Cion of enemy forces does not lend itself to 
the imraedinto accomplishment of widespread successes against 
major friendly positions. 

to include; 
(b) Capabilities: Continued harassing actions 

at Sniper 
~ Small scale attacks and ambushes -e Use of mines and booby-traps a Propaganda e Terrorism 
? Attacks by fire 
S Morta.r attacks 

(5) Vietmmlese Attachments 

(a) Intervreters. The Battalion continues to 
emplo," o.t least five ARN interpreters. Efforts are continunlly 
being made to insure that the rifle compnnies and the 8-5 have 
at least one qualified ARVN interpreter aach. 

(b) Kit Carson Scouts. The Battalion continues 
to await aasignmen£ or XI£ Garson Scouts. 

(6) Enemy Losses. The enemy hos suffered the follcwing 
CGsuo.lti,)s as 0. result of the Battalion's action during May 68. 

Operation HOUSTON II Operation ALLEN BROOK Totnl 

KIA: 22 
Po,rf: 0 
DEr: 29 

Cr-rmu HDl:: 0 

KIA: 60 
POll: 1 
DRr: 6 

CHIEtT HOI: 1 
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KIA: 82 
POW: 1 
DET: 37 

CHIEU HOI: 1 
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(0.) Rainfo.il: "'n .1.. 

(b) Tf)'r.1perntur8 ~ , 
i~ 1, g. nigh 89 ~, 

') 
c:.." fl.vg. LO\~ 72 

(c) Light: 
1. Avg. Sunrise 0620 
2. Avg. Sunset 1917 

( 8 ) !~!,..!'ain. 

0p3rution HOUSTON II; See March 1968 Command 
Cill'ono logy. 

Op9rrttion -.H,LEN BROOK,; ,:!:hick vegetation, hedgerows" 
small rice puddies, and large villages. 

(9) Captured Equip~ent. The following is the total of 
weapons and equipment c~ptured by the Battalion during May 1968; 

1 Operation HOUSTON II 
(n) 1I'1eapons. .3 B/40 rockets.; 2 flare pistols" 

-1 French Mi',s ,36 rif'le" 1 Hossin NagOont Rus~dQ.m rifle .. 
(b) Ordnonce. 24 Chi-Com greno.dos, 1 concuss ion 

grenade .. 1000 AK-47 rounds .. 90 M/60 fuze lighters, 49 non­
electrical blasting caps, 4 B/40 rocket rounds" 1 Russian mine. 

(c) 782 Gear. 6 pounds 
. / (d) Documents. 2 pounds 

2 Operation ALLEN BROOK 
(0.) Weapons. 6 B/40 rockets, 1 anti-aircraft 

machine gun, 2 AK-47 rifles, 1 A.i\-44 rifle. 
(b) Ordnnnc9. 2 62mm mortar rounds. L. 60mm 

mortnr rounds, 31 gronades, nine mines, .5 flares, 2 }{l.-'G I'ockets, 
16 B/40 rocket rounds ,550 AK-47 rounds, 500 Ibs. rice" 50 1bs .. 
corn, 1 rifle grenade sight, 1 rifle grennde launcher adapter" 
500 Russicll machine gun rounds, 10 60mm mortar ignition 
cartridges, 7 blasting caps. 

(e) 782 Gear. 400 pounds 
(d) Documents. 33 pounds 

c. Training 

(1) Trrdning ino1uded. lectures,dol1lOnstrations" and/or 
application in tho following subjoct!::; 

7 
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(b) R.8.c.i,0 procedu7.'13s 

(c) Spot ~0porta 

(d) FO & FAC procodures 

• 

(e) Field communications expedients 

(2) Hl.ne indoctrination schools were cdiia'U:et~e'd~'~'5tn 
r·1.ar:i.r!es 10 Clc.s:scs on FO/FAC procedures" and on oare, and cleaning 
of the M-16 rifle, ::rr'a included in the school syllabus. 

(3; Per80r~'1e:t c\.tten.!::i,EJd the following schools. 

(£.\) O:[,f ice::c' L~D.dlJl'sl-:dp School -2 

(1~) $tnff j:W9 ~~o.4crs.hip S.~hool -2 
, '. 

',- : l§ Y. NCO LeDq.eI'~hip School :"'}.t -
\ '" ",. ')' '.: '.~ '. ,.: . .'. 

(df'Em~i1rk~tib:'1 ..... ; ' ::'"l 
~. ~ '~ ':, ' . 

(.~ ~. y~G~r:~mes,~ rJangu[1g~ .... 1 

(.f'l Bas ic Orgonic S'.?ppl:y- f.ccou!).ting -1 

d~ Operations 
":" ~. ' .;, . ""F I' • ;. < 

'(l). OlQO'OlH May· Ope!'ut i®.. !{QUSTON II COl1lmenced. 

~2) . ~?i490H Mn:z 68 A~atlrr!4d opeok 0:1.': Go~panJ' J·1 rro~ 1/5,' 
. ,. . " 

iPJ~OOH Mo.1 68 choPl,ed Corn.~nnY'M to 2/;;'l 
"", 

p> 
~~J , fb09~OH, ~a¥ 6~ !~s~,UinJdO?COH. of' 'C O:::'l:)t::.]::r ~>1 f:rO::l ?(5,. 

(5) 171.330tI 'I1ny~8 3rd zk:ttnlinn" 5th:~nrineE; 
to 7th :Mo.rines.< ?o.1"ticinut.ionis ,OPeratiQnHOUSTOlr II 
terminated :;r~r :t~is:;·o~~nni~D.~io~~,~ .' . .' 

chopped 
" 

.' (6) i806.o0HMp.y (,8 3zod Ba~~nl:i.on, 5tn, Marinos chopped 
to 27th J.1urin9s.·' .:pperatibri -ALLEN BROOKco1l1'1len.ce·d" . . : . . .~. - . -_. . .' . . . ;;- '. '. -

(7) 312400H May 68 Operation ALLEN BROQK continues. 
',. -." 

. ~ .:l.." -

8 
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~~!~~!1ry Support 

Un.) During the month of Hay Battery F, 11th 'Marines$ 
wns in .. direct support of 3rd BD.ttali~n" 5th IvInrines. Batteries 
1'-1, and 1rJhiskcy Batte.ry were in general sup:.) ort. US Navy·patrol.. 
boats gave off shore support during Operation HOUSTON II. 
Battery F, displaced to the Do. Nang TAOR during the last half of 
No.y to support 31'd Bo.ttn.lion, 5th J1Iurinos on Oporntion ALLEN 
BROOK. 

(2) Bnttery F FO's gave 23 hours of training in FO 
procedures to CAP 7 and CAP 9. About 15 hours of Instruction 
concerning dcfensivc'fi~oe wns also given to these units. The 
FOts also flfl VO e:.(J hours of instruc.tion to infantry units. 

(3) Battory F fired a total of 3808 rounds in support 
of 3rd Battalion, 5th ~1arines during May. Of' these rounCls 
3384 were fired t-Tith HE fuze quick, 303 with fuze VT, 40 HP 1 . 

3 He smoke, SO fuZe timod$ 10 fuze delay and 18 Illumination. 
Battery 11 fiI'OQ 863 rounds,· und Whiskey Bnttery fired 639 rounds 
in support of 3rd Batt ['1 ion, 5th l{nrines. 

(4) Ba.tteries P, ~I. nnd \'-Jhiskoy .fired a total of 4963 
rounds during the month of May. 

e .' _, (5) Bo.ttorios F, r1,nnd vlhiskoy firod n total of 1159 
rounds in support of unobserved missions during the month. 

(6) Batteries F, M, and l'lhiskoy fired a total of 3575 
rounds of Htcl fires during the month. Iifavy patrol hoats fired 
33 rounds of 8lmm mortar. 

(1) Battories F, M, and \-Jhiske y fired 54 observed 
missions during the month; The Batteries firod 6.35 rounds in 
support 0:1' those missions. 

. f. Air Sup¥ort. Air Support of the Bo.ttnlion hc.s be.on 
C011lr.1E:msutnte Wl. h Battnlion needs. 

(l) Tacticnl Fixed vJins SUlmort: There were 46 
fixod wing nirstrikos during tho month or r·ray in support of 
Operation HOaSTON II nnd ALLEN BROOK. 

(2) Helicopter Support 

(a) 8 Huey gunship strikes 

(b) 20 modovncs, Including 6 Emergency modevacs. 

(0) 23 resupply missions to troops in tho fi.old. 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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(3) There are two ALO/FAC officer assigned to this 

Battalion. Sufficient trained ,?e.rsonnel were available to 
provide rqdio tenr~ at com?any and Battalion levels. 

g. Communications 

(1) The Battalion was supported primarily with F.M. 
communications during the month of May. 

(2) A m~ual relay, followed by nn automatic relay 
station was SQt up to maintain communications with Co. M during 
the period 10 May to 16 J1ay. 

(3) AN/PPS-6 school was held by the Comm Chief with 
personnel newly joined by the Battalion. The following 
observations were made. 

a Set up in a pre-plotted with (FDC or FSCC) 
position Or send in the location after ~6tting up. Polar Plots 
may than be used by the supporting arms. 

k Each operator must plot returns as they occur. 

c When first assuming watch the operator must check 
out all plotted returns from the previous watch. 

d The operator must operate the set. checking out 
all returns as to azimuth distance and direction of movement. 
Mere setting a range and sweeping; sitting down and waiting for 
something to hap?en is insuttioient and most targets would not 
be detocted due to disinterest. 

(4) Teletype (covered) via Radio Relay (AN/}mC-62) 
was maintained with the Fifth Marine Regiment until 16 May 68. 
This was a semipormonent position and the previously reported 
bu lkines s of tho TT -4' s, which this Bat tlllion use s wns more than 
offset by the dopendibility of their operation in this type 
location. 

(5) Tho importuncc 'Of Not aud-ovC'.dng radios with 
wounded opera.tors or pla cing them on resup;}ly helicopters without 
an escort cannot be overemphaized. Since 18 lIiay 68 this Battalion 
has hnd 4 radiOS lost to friendly troops atter placed on 
helicopters for return to the L.S .A" They Were not dropped off 
at the L.S.A. as Bn. TJorsonnel there did not receive them. 
An additional 6 radios were dropped at destinations other than 
those designated when placed aboard the helicopter. 

(6) Support by and li.Els ion with the communications 
platoon of the 27th Marine Regiment has been outstanding th 
rnr during Operntion ALLEN BROOK. ' . ~~U~m 

10 \illu~~~~~ ) 
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h. Logis~L~ 

(1) Ganernl. The overall logistical status of the 
battalion is satisfactory. 

(2) SupplyCl 

(n) During the first part of l1ay, Battalion 
Supply prepared diligently for its inspection by the Material 
Management Team, scheduled for 22 May 1968. However, this was 
cancelled on 20 May to be rescheduled at a ]a ter date. 

(b) Alao, during the month they initiated action 
to effect the exchange of the chrome chambered M-16 riflGs~ 
To date, Battalion Supply haa exchrunged 802 rifles, with only 
stragglers remaining. 

(c) On 15 May, the Su~~ly Officer and Supply Chief 
nttended the second Supply Officer/Chief conference in Da Nang. 

(d) On 18 May, Battalion Supply sent an arllorar and 
supply nnn to the field to work as ordinance and 8upplJ!: liaison 
during Operation ALLEN BROOK. 

(e) On 22 May, Battalion Supply turned in 634 
blankets and 307 field jackets to FLSG-A for furthor shipment 
to FLC in order to be c~eaned. 

(f) A vehicle is utilized daily for the purpose of 
picking up necessary clQssea or-aupply and ensuring thnt all 
RUC gear is removed from the Shipping and Receiving area at 
FLSC-A on a ~imely basis. 

(3) Motor Trans~. 

(a) On 17 May Motor Transport received twenty 
n01v M-151 vehicles replacing the M-422Alrs which are scheduled 
to be turned in on 1 June 1968. 

(b) The problem of obtaining parts :for the M-274A2 
still exists, however it has been somewhat alleviated "-lith the 
procurement of thirtedn new starter assemblies" a carburator, and 
magneto repair kits. Three items f'cr the M-274A2 are ~)resently 
on order tb~ough the Red Ball System. 

(c) The Motor Transport Chie:f will be leaving in 
July, and many of the key personnel in the section are leaving 
within the next sixty days. 

11 
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i. Civic Action 

(I) Medc~~ 1~063 people were treated in Madcaps 
that were held this :nonth~ Host of the Hodco.'JS were held in 
the refugee cn.rap at Phu i,uong (862-158). " 

(2) P::.<yOps~ 4~500 Ie a.flets were distributed in our 
TAOR. A tota.T of 14 leaflet dro:)s were requested. Nine of these 
l-lOre in su~)ort of an operation by Company J'P. 400Chiau Hoi 
balls and 1,060 Chieu Hoi Pens were also distributed. 

(3) Civil Affairs Aasiatance: A number of bath tubs 
were made by the section and used in conjunct.ion with the Medcaps. 
The people were taught how to bathe properly,,nnd they bega.'1'l. to 
use the tubs after being giveninstructlons. "We have also 
m.ade [I, couple of small hospital beds that lv!ll be used to 
provide more sanitary conditions f or children. A few see-saws 
are also in the planning stage, and they will be given out 

-to the refugeo camp at Phu Luong (862-158)~ 

(4) Problema: None 

(5) Ser!ous Incident Reportsg 
Incidents the month of May. 

12 
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2. Chronology of Events 
------.-.~- .... - --- ~.-

a .. 

c.. 18 May 

d. 31 r.1ny 

1-3 
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• 
Participation in Operation 
HOUSTON II terminated. 

J.sh Lt,; C. G. BACON 
ELne.umed command or H&S Co. 

Operntlo1.1 ALLEN BROOK 
ooml.11enced. 

Operation ALLEN BROOK 
cont inues. 

1st Lt J. D. ANDERSON 
jOined the Battalion as 
Hotor Transport Of'ricer. 

ENCLOSURE 
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HEADQUAR'l'EM 

3M Bat ta11OD, 5th Karin •• 
latMal'ine Division (Rein) FMP· 

)110 San Francisoo, Cal1forni8, 96602 

3ILCO/~ 
3121',,-
3 June 1968 

hom: Commanding Or:rieer 
To: Con:mun ding General, 1st Marine Divislon (Re in), FMP' 

Via: Commm ding Officer .. 5th Marines 

Subj: Combat Operations Atter Action Re-port 

Ref: (a) Division Order 3460.1A 
(b) 5th Marines OpO 4-68 
(c) 5th Marines OpO 301"68 
(d) 5th Marines Ado 301-68 
(e) 5th Marines FragO l5-68 

Encl: v(l) Overlay of Area of Operation 

1. Name of Operation: Operation HOUSTON Phase II - Search 
and dlear Opero.ti ion. 

2. Dates of Operation: Ol.OOOlH May 1968 to 171330H May 1968. 

3. Location: Along Highwa.y #1 South of Phu Bai Combat; Base 
in ThUD. Thien Province. 

4. Control or Command Headqull.rter!: 5th Marines 

5. Reporting Officer: Lt.Col. D. N. REXROAD, Command4ng 
Officer, 3rd Battalion, 5th l-furines. 

6. Task Orsnnization: 3rd Battol ion, 5th Mnrinea (Re in) 
LtCo1. D. N. REXROAD 

H&S Co (-) lstLt. B. P. BARRON 
De.t, Btry F" 2nd Bn. 11th 11arines 
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Co I Cap,t. H. KOLAl.CCMSKI, Jr. 
Co I (Rein) 
Det, H&S Co; 315 
Det, Btry F 3 ~~Y.i,d Bn" 11th Marines 

Co K lstLt F. leT. S~UTH 
Co Ie (Rem)' 
Dot, H&S Co; 3/5 
Dot, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines 

Co L Capt. J. D. NIOTIS 
Co L (Rein)' 
Dot, H&S Co, 3/5 
Dot, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines 

Co M Capt. F. D. PACELLO 
Co M (Rein)' 
Dot, H&S Co, 3/5 
Dot, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11th Marines. 

7. Supporting Forcos .• 

a. Artillery: 

(1) From Commencement of Phase II of Operation HOUSTON 
until its:.. to:rr,."(1ino.tion for this organization on 171330H May" 
1968, tho :.rd Battalion, 5th Marines received direct Artiller:r 
Support from Bnttery F, 2nd BD,ttalion, 11th Marines. At no 
time during the operation Was tho Bnttnlion without Artillery 
Support. ' 

(2) Two Batterios pr~vided General Support for the 
3rd Battalion, 5th Harines during tho operation. They were 
Battery L, 4th Battalion, lJ.th 1'lIarines, and Battory M, 4th 
Batto.lion, 11th Marines. 

b. Air 

(~) During Operation HOUSTON II .• weather had little 
of'fe·ct on utilizc.tion of' A:ir Support. 

(2) A total of 25 fixed wing missions were flown 
in support of' 3rd'Battalion, 5th Hnrines, during Phase II of 
Operation HOUSTON. Twenty one of theso strikes Were TAC(A) 
controlled, and ~our were FAC controlled. 

(J) There were 17 Air observer missions dll»ing the 
operation. 

ENCLOSURE (2) 
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8. Intelligence 

a. The onemy forces anticipated on Operation HOUSTON ITl, 
WeI"f:1 not expected to exceed two VClYlF Btrttlllions, seven NVA 
Bn t talioll.S. one Re giment.al Haltdqunrters, and s eve·rnl seIee te,d 
haralot/villD.BO' aofonso squads. ~Thii3 '.' intelligence was passed 
to the Ba.ttnlion Comma.nder, stllff ,nnd unit oommanders in 
estinmte, briefinr;, and., overlay 'form. 

b. The following enemy units were identified a.s being 
disposed in the arell from Phu Blli south to Hai Van Pass. 

K4 Bn~ 
K4C B:r;t:. 
K4B Bil.~ 
KS 'Bn.,-
KlO Bn. 
T87th Bn~ 
802nd Bn; 
4th Regt. Hdq., 

c. Collection and diaeemination 

(l.) Dur ing Operat ion HOUSTON II, the 3rd Battalion, 
5th Marines ITT Tenm interrogated 20 Viet-no.mese nationals. 
These interrogations resulted in all being classified as 
innocent civilians ~~d released. 

(2) Ca.ptured documents incluao several personAl 
letters, and ono diary. 

(3) Captured weapons include three "B/4O rocket ~aun~ers 
-t"!o flc.re pig tols nncl two Fronch sB:i~):r rifles. 

(L..) ,)ther cnptured gOElr includes twenty Chi-Com grenades. 
19 non-eloctriccl bla.st1~ caps, raur B/40 roc";;:ot .. 
~ounds, six pounds 0 f' 782 ge nr. ~ - . 

. (5) Total enemy losses were 22 KIA (confirmed). 

9. Hission 

DurinG tho conduct of Operation HOUSTON II, 3rd Battalion, 
5th Nnrinos w~s assigned the mission of' keeping Highwny#l 
open tl'-r')ui.::~~J. tl:.u Hc.:L Van Puss l.roc .•. Intons iva' ~6.tro11ing and 
b~idge security wore included i~ the mission. 

2 
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10. Concept af Operations 

At OlOOOUI 11ay 1968" Phase II of' Operation HOUSTON 
commenced with the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines continuing 
their mission of keeping Highway #1 open. Since the Battalion 
occupied the same position when Operation HOUSTON II commenced 
as it did when Operation HOUSTON I terminated, there was no 
significant change in the concept of operations. 

EJtecution: 
, "., * 

a. 1. May 1968 

(1) At Ol0825H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 809016 
Road scrapper detonated pressure type mine with right r~ar 
wheel. Blew right rear tiro with slight damage to wheel rim. 
}Une left 2'-,21: 1{.' crater in the road. Road still passab1e-i 

-
(2-) At 011100H Kilo Bridge Security At coord. 

886954. Two farmers While tilling soil detonated a dud M-79 
round. Both farmers were wounded. Corspman gave first aid 
and med-svac was called. 

b. 2 May 1968 

(1) At 021900H India Ft. ambush at coord. 202998. 
While patrol was moving to ambush site-they made snaIl 
arms contact with unknown number of va. The enemy fired 
40-50 rounds. Patrol returned 150 rounds 5.56. Enemy broke 
contact. 2 USl«l vlIA 1 emergency and 1 priority. 

{2} At 022050H Kilo Ft. ambush at coord. 883955. 
Ambush heard loud movement to their £ront. Ambush called 
in artillery ilIum. and observed 4 enemy troops in light 
colored unifOJ:>tIlS, with packs, helmets, a.nd rifles. Patrol 
fired approx. 250 5.56 rounds, 25 7.62 rounds, and 8 M-79 
rounds. Enemy returned 40-50 rounds, and tried to envelope 
~h& ambush. Patrol threw 8 M-33 grenades and mov$~t ceaaed. 
Called artillery mission and searched a.rea. Found 3 NVA KIA's. 

c. 3 May 1968 

(1.) At O)0700H K~lo at coord 882955 while setll'Onii1g~ 
of conto.otas reported in spot rep. 022050. - . Found one 
NITA KIA and equipment. Also f'ound blood trails in brush and 
paddie a:r>aa. Found 1 AK-47 rif'le with ammo and two chi­
Com grenades, hammock, and ex~ru unifar~. 

(2) 031100H Limn Co. at coord. 936917. Found one 
dead VC. body looks to be about a ~onth old. Two chicom 
grenades wero found by body. 

~ 
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(3) At 031600 315 OF at 9369~1. Army truck ran 

off road. Army officer requested 3/5 eng. to blow tl'uck. 
Marines salvo.gGd all usunble goal' and blew truck with 120 
pounds of' C-4. 

(4) At 031700 H Lima Co. At coord. 931886. Army 
vehicle ron off rand while heading South. Vehicle went about 
30 motel'S off l'oad, tUl'ned OVOI' on its top, nnd bUl'st into 
flames. ExplOding ordance prevented quick extinguisbmontof 
the fire.· l.~ personnel.clt.imed bodies and uncharred 
equipment. 

d. 4 May 1968 

trailer 
bed. 

(1) At 04l025H 35th Eng. (USA) 5 ton tractor­
detonated pressure type mine~" Slight damage to low 

e. 2 Hay 1968 

(1) At 052230H India Bridge Security received 6 
HE morto.rrounds of unknown size. Fired illum.,-but neg. 
oount.er battery i'ire. 

(2) At 050100H 3/5 CP at Hn:' V[:n Pass heard small 
arms fire along rond.. Checked areo. nnd found crater in the 
road. Road still passable. vall cbeck throughly at first 
light. 

(3) At 050130 India at coo~d. 195014. CAP 1 unit 
set in ambush at above coord. Five NVA carne into area. 
Ambush opened fire killing one HVA., NVA had nn overlay of 
CAP 1 and Rridgo 11 on him. Captured 1 AK-47 and oartridge 
belt. 

. (4) At 050730H 35th Eng. (USA) at cool'd. 929.921. 
Two culverts blown. Collapsed culverts and filled them in. 

(5) At 050800H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 929922. 
Bu1ldcz er hit rand mine. No casualties. Left track being 
repcl.red. 

(6) 05100$ 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 906955. Five 
ton dump truck hit mine. Damngc to right front Wheel. 
Reswept ~on with neg. results. 

(7) At 051120 35th Eng. (USA) at ooord. 906951. 
FOWld 4 pou.nd bl.ock 01.' ~NT l'"iggod. ~th COllUU. wire. Disarmed 
mine. 

) 
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-- (8) At 051100H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 936918. 
Found undotermined atl'JIllount of explosive in culvert. Removed 
explosive. 

(9) At O$lI05H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 936918. 
Found one anti tank mine off shoulder of road. Mine disarmed. 

(10) At 051140H Kilo at coord. 903954. Eng. security 
found one Soviet anti personnel mine, blew mine in pJJnce. 

(1~) At' 051410H 3/5 OP nt coord. 19,3891. U.S. Arrrty' 
gump truck wns hit by cln~ore mine probably commnnd detonated. 
Marines swept hillside by fire. Searched area with neg. 
results. 3 USA evncs. 

f. 6 May 1968 

(1) At 060005H 3/5 OP at coord. 874988, 833998. 
860092_ 815993. 35th Eng. (USA), Foxtrot 2/11, and India, 
3~ all had inooming 82mm mortar rounds, nt approx. the same' 
time. Returned .fire with 8lmm mortnrs and artillory mission. 
4 USJ:1C Hed-evacs. , 

(2) At o60946H Indin squad petrol nt coord. 860009 
Swept comtirmed enomy mortnr site. Found two 's'x9 ' mortar 
pits also 10 misf'ired 82mm mortar rounds~ I va entrenching 
tool, ond one J)air of green tennis shol3s. 

(3) At 061430H 3/5 OP at coord. 936902. Engineer 
unit repairing road received two sniper rounds from est. one 
VO. Returned i'ire and checked area wi'i;h neg. re~ults. 

(4) At 061645H Limn sque.d OP at coord. 936902. OP 
received 3 snipor rounds from a.n est. 2 VC. OP;returned 20 
rounds 5.56 and chocked area with neg. results.' 

(5) At 061820H 315 OP at coord. 933920. Black 
powder cJa ymore mine exploded on Highway Ifl just behind a 
VietnaJtlOse civilian truck. No damage or injuries. 

(6) At 062115H India at coord. 207006. Ambush ' 
spotted at least 5 boats coming to shore at coord. 187062. 
Ambush also saw signal light i'or boats. CoIled arty. mission 
on boats and'light. Checked area. at first light with 
neg. results. 

(7) At 062250 3/5 CP at coord. 913944. Culvert 
was blav n on Highwny #1, but I'm d is still passable. Checked 
aroa and £ ouIJA B-4,0 rocket round dud on .l'oad. blew in place. 

5 
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g. 1 1-'Iay 1968 

(1) At 071810H Kilo found aircraft at 929922. vling 
number on plane 'Was XV -NIT. Appears to have been cre.shed a bout 
two months ago. 

(2) 072030H Indio. squad' ambush at 807018. 1,ihile 
patrol was moving to night ambush si te point nnn tripped a 
booby trap. After the explosion approx. 6-7 va ~~t1 up on 
patrol. Patrol returned heavy volume of ' fire. Enemy broke 
contact. Chocko,d a.rea with neg •. results. 

(3) 072l00H Lima at 093895 spotted 1 VC" approx. 100 
meters f·roro position.. Opened fire. va fled area. 

'. (lJ.) At 072100H Iridin at coord. 198009 encountered 
approx. 7.e·enelny personnei at coord. ~98007. Enemy 
opened, fire. Indio. returned fire~ and pUlled back to Highway 
#1 with medsvac~ Searched area with neg. results. 

h. 8 11ay 1968 

(1.) At 080745H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 90654. 
Mine sweep"tripged one anti-personnel mine. Called roedevac 
helicopter.. Upon lnnding~ hGlicopter received 2 B-40 rocket 
rounds and small arms fire. Squad from Kilo check ed area 
with neg. results. 

(2) At 080900H35th Eng. (USA), at coord. 925925. 
Mine sweep unit found booby tr"lPped anti-personnel mine. 
Blew in place. 

(3) At 080945 35th Eng. (USA) Ivfine sweep found box 
mine, est. to be 25 to L~O pounds. Blew in place. 

(~.) At 081000H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 925925. 
314 ton truck hit anti-tank mine. 1 Viet Civilian wounded. 
MedeVaced by Marine helicopte~. 

(5) . At 082130 Lima at coord. 937979. Ambush sighted 
10-12 VC 't>Tho appeareo. to be digging a mortar pit. Army unit 
sent patrol to investigate. 

(6) At o81015H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 925925. 
Mine sweep round 2 anti-personnel mines. Blew them in place. 
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(7) At 080805H 35th Eng. (USA) at coord. 808009. 
tUne sweep unit found two blown culverts. Culverts were 
filled in. . 

(8) At 08l005H Kilo at coord. 897957. One Viet 
Civilian had GL!l:'~:):Ll,81":" wound in head. Civilian had been 
wounded when VC took Army Eng. under f ire with small arms 
and B~O rockets the day before. 

(9) At 081710H Mike Plt. Patrol at coord. 875896. 
Patrol received approx. 100 rounds of ' automatic weapons 
fire. Checked area with neg. resulta. 

(10) A~815)O~ Lima at coord. 933918. Command 
detonated mine wounded 2 USA Eng. N:edevac. Vehicle was' hit 
by 2nd command detonated mine. Searched area revealed several 
hundred feet of corom. wire. 2 USA medevac, 2 civilian medevac 
and 1 ARvn medevac. 

(11) At 081900H Hike at coord. 875895. Mike Co. 
continued search of area where contact was made. Received 
sporadic small arms and grenades. Hike found 2 NVA KIA and 
assorted 782 gear. 

(12) At 081930H India at coord. 808009. USA had 
broken down vehicle, and needed security for the night. Sent 
out fire team security. .. 

(13) At 082100H 3/5 C? at-coord. 082030. ARVN unit 
picked up VC transmission on reldio. VC talking to 3 units 
and warning them of: approaching !1arine f:orco" Inf:o. passed 
to all units. 

(L4) At 081600H Mike Co. at coord. 865895. While 
Co. was moving down to low ground rear element was hit by 
est. 4 NiTA. Received S/A firos and grenades ~ Hike encountered 
approx. a squad of NVA in base camp and encountered heavy 
resistance. I USMC KIA. 

i. 9 May 1968 

(1). At 090015 India squad ambus h at coord. 825011. 
Ambush captured two Viet, mate Civilians. Captured bused on 
males being out after dark. Returnad detai~ to India Co. 

(2) 091l00H r.Uke at coord. 869907. NVA staged a dawn 
attack with automatic weapons fire and B-40 rockets. lUke 
returned heavy volume of automatic weapons fire, M-79 rounds 
and M-33 grenades. Called airJstrike on suspected enemy pos. 
captur~d assorted ~accuments and 782 gear. 

ENCLOSURE (2) 
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(3) At 091240H Lima at coord. 993918. Patrol 

spotted movoment and fired 106 RR Bee Hive round. Checked 
area with neg. results. 

(4) At 091315 Lima at coord. 932919c to 924923. 
Patrol moved to chock area of suspected enemy nctivi~. • P.ound 
numerous foot prints and snaIl base camp. 

(5) At 091600H Mike at ooord. 186990. After 
consolidating posit!.ans IHke maneuvered to gain control, Of 

high ground~ Encountered est. enemy platoon and heavy 
resistance. :Mike secured high ground and consolidated companY' 
perimeter; Called artillery and air strikes on all sides of 
positions. 

(6) At 091610H India at coord. 205015. Point mon r::£ 
patrol tripped'H-26 grenade while moving to ambush site. 
1 USHC medevac. 

(7) At 091800H Hike at qOQY'd. 869906.. Mike received 
air resuppl.y. Supplies dropped outside" rDrimetor. Patrol 
sent to get supplies, encountered heavy resistance. Supplies 
in enemy hands. 

(8) At 091930H Hike at coord e 869908. Mike 
consolidE~;:;od positi.ons for night socuritj. Orionted ambushes 
to South whore contuc t has been heaviest. New resupply drop 
schedule d for 1008003: Hay ~ 

(9) At 092000 Ind.in At coord. 856005. lJhile on 
patrol wi-ch India squad, USUC sniper spotted 1 VC Wearing black 
p.J1s. VC was carrying weapon. Sniper fired 3-rounds. 
Observed VC ·fall. Searched area found]. VC I\:IA. 

(10) At 092100H Lima at coord" 9296i~2.. Patrol 
spotted figures run~ing along trni1~ Op0~eQ fire on 
enemy. Enemy f1B ~ es.st down the r:i.dge line. Checked area 
with neg. results~ .. 

j •. ]0 May 1968 

(1) At 10oBOOR ~Uke PIt. patrol at coord 869906, 
moving to-regain contact with enemy, recoived S/A fire from 
enemy PIt •. Returned S/A and N-79 fire, and remained in c ontuct 
to adjust .arti1Jsry. Removed wounded to Co. perimeter. 

ENCLOSURE (2) 
8 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
At l01300H Mike Co. perimeter at coord. 868907, 

eived_ air droi rGsuP1~ly. Attempted med-evac unsuccessful 
due to poor weather and enemy fire. Continuing to use artillery 
and fixed wing air to suppress enemy fire·. 

(3) At l.Ol.$OOH 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord. 931921 
dozer hit pressure mine on road shoulder. Both tracks blown 
off. Road being reswept. 

(4) At 101525H Mike Co. perimeter at coord. 868907 
received sniper fire from four NVA in tree tops on high 
ground to west. Returned fire, one enemy shot from tree, 
fire silenced. 1 NVA confirmGd~ 1 USMC WIA. 

(5) At l02030H Mike Co. perimeter at coord. 868907 
afte!' firing close in H&I artillery f ire to east, heard heavy 
movement, screar~, and dragging sounds. Called in additional. 
artillery and fired S/A and 60mm mortars in direction of 
sounds • 

(6) At l02145H 315 CP at coord. 922928 heard 
explosion. Kilo pntrol moved to area -vic inity 922930 and 
saw two enemy climbing mountain to south.. Pursued physically 
and with fire, with neg. results. One culvert partially 
destroyed with crater 6 t x',4', road still passable. 

k. 11 May 1968 

(l) At 1100llH Kilo squad patrol at coord. 913945 
Observed 2 oneu-ry on road 200 meters nouuho Fired S/A and 
and 1'1-79 and pursued enemy with neg. results 0 Found 20 1 

corml1 wire £L11c1 hole dug in ron d in preparation to blow culvert. 

(2) At 110930H :t-rike Co. porimeter at coord. 869907 
called close in air strikes, causing extensive disturbance 
among enemy who seomed to be fleeing onst to avoid air strilte. 

(3) At ll1300H Mike Co. perilneter at coord. 868907 
received helicopter resupply drop, 50% of which fell in 
enemy lines. Helicopters receivod 1000 rounds enemy S/A and 
automatic weapons fire. Med-evac was attempted but helicopter 
received numorous S/A hits and mission was aborted. Continued 
to employ extensive close in artillery support. Unknown 
number of wounded helicoptor personnel. 

(4) At ll1400H Miko Co. at coord. 868907 ofi'ected 
link up with cloDlents at' 2/57 nnd chop:.:>€d .oPC.ON 2.15. 

ENCLOSURE (2) 
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(5) At 110840H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 809009. 

Mine sweop $ ·ton tl"'Uck struck lurge mine in road. Right forward 
dunl whee~s blo't.1U off, 5 USA vJIA. 

(6) At 110904H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 809015. 
Nine sweep discovered U oS. l'4IAI mine in road. Blown in place. 

(7) At l11330H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 9~2857. 
Road scraper struck mine. Right front wheel blown off. Area 
being reswept. 

(8) At ll1330H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) tlt coord 924926. 
Round ['.nd diso.rmed US TUAI mine. 

(9) At 1l1405H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 924926. 
5 ton truck hit mine. Right front tire blown off. 

(10) At 112l30H Kilo squad urmush; at coord 907950. 
Heard explosions on road at coord 906951 and 903953. Two 
culverts pnrtinlly destroyed. 

1. 12 May 1968 

(1) At 120240H India bridge 
Received 3 incoming 60mm mortnr rds. 
non evac. Did not; return fire due t'J 
near fri0ndly village. 

security at coord 097W"lO. 
Rosultir::g in 2 USH:C 'iIA 
uncertain enemy lOCtlt ion 

(2) At 120810~ 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) Qt coord 903953. 
Mine SWGep 5 ton tX'uck hit lareo road 1";}:1:'10,, nnd Has blovm from 
tho road and extensively clamac;od. }Tino cro..ter 6 i dio..metcr, 
41 deep. Svreep continued. 

(3) At l20840H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 904952. 
rUne sweep found and destroycd one U.S. THAI mine. 

(4) At l21345H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 906951. 
lUne sW!-)ep found one large mine consisting of 26 pounds C-4 
and one ChiCom clnym.ore mine, rigged for com:mnd detonat ion. 
Hines blown in plnce. 

(5) At l22000H Kilo F.T. ambush, at coord 912947. 
Heard explosion at 913943, m d moved to investigato. Received 
incoming grenade I1nd SA fire. Heturnod fire, advanced, and 
searchod areu. Culvert datllagod, road not passub1e. 
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(6) At 122015H Kilo P.T. ambush, at coord 918929. 

Explosion occurred 50 metors away. Culvert slightly damaged, 
road passable. Soarched area with negative results. 

(7) At 122020H Kilo F.T. ambush, at coord 912947. 
Observed 7 VC .. crosi'ing road j oast to west, about 100 moters 
north. Fired.sA and ~iJ.79 rda oncl pbs erved 2 enemy £0.11. Puratllod 
enenw ,chockod aren. 'Hi th negative results. 

m~ 13 £-fay 1968 

" (1) At 130745H.35th Eng .. Bn. (USA) .at coord 914858 •. 
~hrte swoop f·xmd one Chv';om. claymore near s~de of road, wrapped 

in plastic shoot, not rigged for detonation. Blew in place. 

(2) At 130803H 35th :~ng .. Bn. (USA) at coord 899958 .. 
rUne sweep found .and destroyed unkn0un typo mine in road. 

(3) At l31345H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 923927. 
V.N. civi1iD.l1 road.1oJorker tri))od il-26 booby trap near culvert. / 
1 USA, 6 V.liT. civilian \-irA eVf.lced. S8[1.J'cb.od 8.!'ea with negativo 
rosu1ts. 

(4) At 13l70mr L.irrill. Co. CP, ELC coord 940915 •. Obsorve¢l 
2 VC moving in vicinity 9L~9897 ~ Fil"od 6 l06r:nn beehive rds. 
600 rds. 7.62, and ~ . .s: rds. 60mr.l :nortnr. 

(5) At 1:-5J,7:,OL{ LiD!/~ Co. C p. c.t ,,'YJrd, 91+0915.. vlhile . 
l'iring 60mril i]ol"'Co.r mirH;iorl..~ tube jUrll)ocl fro'm 08.30 l?ln:cc, cnus1ng 
2 US He NB C minor. 

(6) At 1319~-5H Indio. pIt. bridge security, at coord 
197010. Received incomin,3 SA and 8 60UJ1il cI1.Ortar rds, from enemy 
loc ntion to north.' Returned 6 10611n·11 fIE, and 400 7. 62l1lnl linked 
4 U:J!1C., 3 ?F. \'JIA. 

,m;.. 14 Hay 196~ 

(1) At 1408l0H 35th Eng. Bn. "USA) at coord 807015. 
Hine sweop found r'J.'ld destroyed one ChiCol11 claymore. 

(2) At li..:.1500H Indir:. :~lt. patrol" at coord. ··185055 
ill 1"0£1::011.80 to l.~O •. sighting of' possible new i'ol'tifications,. 
searched area with neg. results. . 

(3) At 141905H, Kilo Ft. ambush. nt coord. 912947, 
while moving -Co ambush site., received 40 rotL."1ds carbine fire 
from estimc.ted 3 VC vicinity 90.7947. Returned fire nnd 
pursuod enOlilY with neg. results.' 

II 
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• • 
(4) At Jl:.23L~5II, LiIlUlsquad ambush, at coord. 960895, 

observed two Vietnamese boats'near shore in restricted araa. 
Oponod f.:iro u::.t;l~ ,S/L Q:i1Cl J:l"'79. G1'io. bCL'.t StU1k, ?no oout flod 
'to soa. ·C['.:.·d:;~'.rocl r Viotnf'_'."-0S0 n::le .VCG. 1 

(5) At 1L!.23l.j.,5H, India Ft. n.mbush, at coord. 1930oq, 
rocoivod 6 60y,rrl mOl"t[~r rounds from coord. 187994 and heavy • 
small arm.s from ostiraated 30 vc 50 meters i'rom their posi-ei~. 
Returned sf!>. 1;1-79, H-3.3 grenades, o.nd .3 LAAHS. Enemy broke 
contact, Roaction forco from Bridge 11 linked up and ltithdrew 
cc.Elt-:c.lt;.,vs •. ~ Ca.llod c.rtilJ.9;t'Y,·l2.issfon 0n ol"J.o:3::;t withdrD.liTnl rOl'L-Gos. 
2 T:'.:'.::D ~IA, 4; US1'JIC UIA e'l;'[tced. Enemy cnsualt.ies unknown. 

Q. 15 ,Hay 1968 

(I) At l50940H, 35th Eng. Bn, (USA)9 at coord. 923927, 
mine sweop found, disarmed, ill1d recoveree:: 2 ChiCora ela ymoro 
on shouldor of road. 

(2) At l50945H, 35th Eng .. En" (US.tJ.):" at coord. 912944, 
6x6 truck following mine s"tJoep 1..fQS b.it. i~;y eom.rilond detonated 
ChiCo!ll claymoro. 1. USA, I USHC lJIA O'T[.:.CU'l. Kilo squad patrol. 
firod 81 mortar mission and soarched o.rocvrith nog. results. 

(3 ) At 15101.511.. lalo Ft~ .:?,,::, trc} ~ at e cord. 911942" 
heard explosion vi,~~_nity 9149J..;5. Inv~stigated a.nd found 1 
USA and 1 1!SNO t'JIA fJ:~)Ill comr:lDn~ de'conn-God Ch,iOom claY1;l0re. 
Fol10wod wJ.ros, soet:t.'c.:ncd. :.!l:'?Q wlth nogu ::'8,c;u.ll:; S,' . Rl3celved . 
40 rounds carbine fL.'o fl"'O~; vi'~;il1.it.y 90T'L/,~ Callo¢\. 81 
morta.r firo ·l;lission .. 

(4) At l5J.3boH~ Kilo sqund po.tl"ol, at coord. 902947, 
searching nroa. of otl!'lior contact, struck C\ dc..isy chain of' 
severnl 11-.16 'louncing botty minos- on trail", J;.ddi-c·ional forces 
dispo.:t;cb.ecl· to 'o.id' the squad.' :Medovac c[',llbd hle 1 USI!IC KIA, 
7 USHC tiIA. . .. 

. (5) At i52ioOH~ DaUo.zlg Harbor Patrol Boat, at eoor. 
970870, . observed 1~10vinglights vic inity 960888, in rostricted 
.a.rea. Called-fire missionth:pough 315(1 Fired 20 Blmm H.E., 
and 6 155r.liil !I.E.. No further enomy activity. Searched aroa 
at fi~~t light.witn neg. results. 

ENCLOSURE (2) 
12 
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(l) At l61700H,Hike Co. CP, a.t coord. 885954, 
man c leoning disMc..-mtled 3.5" Rocket La.uncher with round still 
in rear sogment of launcher, had accidental discharge, Round 
went through and through right side of chest. 1 USNC NBC 
emergency evac. 

(2) At 16l715H, Kilo Ft_ OP, at coord. 912947, roceived 
20 long runge carbine rounds from west. Called 81mm. Mortar 
mission. Enomy firo silenced. 

(,3) At 1621.50H, India Squad ambush, at coord. 817009, 
, . while moving into ambush, received automatic burst from 100' . 

moters to north. Returnod 1 incoming frng grenade. Returned 
fire 'and continued search with neg. results. 3 USMC WIA non­
evac. 

p. 17 Mo.:y 1968 

(1) At 170740H 35th ~ng. Bn. (USA) at coord 815008. 
11in0 sweop found one prossure mine. BloH mine in place. 

(2) At 1707L~5H 35th Eng. Bn. (USA) at coord 815008. 
~Uno sweep found booby trap device pressure type. Blew in place. 

(3) At 172l50II India at coord 817009. Point clement 
hi t by au 'e Olilo.t ic burs t from 1 VC. Also re C 0 i v e d 1 inc oming 
grenado. Hotrul1od 1'iro soc.rched areo. with neg. results. 

12. Results 

(1) Personnel: 22 VC/NVA KIA 

(2) ~terials 

(a) Rif1es-
(b) Flare Pistols­
(c) Grenades ... 
(d) Rockets-
(e) Annno-

(r) Other-
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2 
20 ChiCom 
3 B-40 Rocketo.· 
1000 AK-47 rds. 
4 B-40rounds 
90 M/60 elee-tric 
blllsting Cfl.PS. 6 
poundBof assorted 
782 goa:r. 
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b. Friondlz 

(1) KIA .. 17 
(2) Dati -00 
(3 ) WlAE, -44 
~~~ i'JIANE :41, 

NBC . ,~ 

1.3 • Administrative l1atters 

'0.. RosupJ21Z 

(I) Almost all rosupplyduring Phaso II of 
Oporation HOUSTON was accomplished by vehicle. 

(2) Thoro wore 10 holicopter rosupply mission 
during the operQtion • 

• 
b. ~mintonance~ Difficulty in gottingpnrta for 

sovoral of the vehicled e:·'fectod some inconvenience. 
, -

c. TrOo.tl'llent of' Casuo.ltiG~1 Evucua.tiDD:,:und 
HosEitnlizatio:q. 

(1) Co.sualty troD:cn,oJ.".l.t ~NC,S hnndlod very 
capnb1y by the Battalion Surgeon and his corpsman in the field. 

(2) Evacuation of cnsualticswere ef'fectod 
with minimurll los s of t irno • 

d. Trnns'Dorto.t ion. The uno.vo.ilc.bility. ,of 
transportation i'rorn the t3atta.lIon ronr at Phu Bai to Hai Van 
Pass was slowed down due to the unnvai~ability of PQ.~ts for 
some vehicles. The lo.ck of parts did no'c cause any l'llo.jor 
problema for the Battalion rear or Battalion forward during 
Phase two of the oporation. 

e. Coramunicntions. 

(1) Continued to support the battalion 
utilizing }.)rimarily F .N. cornl11unic ations. Covered TTY wa.s alst:' 
usod seconda.rily between regil'l0nt and the Battalion. 

(2) A manual relay followed by an autoL1o.tic 
relay station .~.et up by division ... wQ.s re<3.uired to effectively 

,,'mainta.in commuhic'ation; with Mike Co. dur~ng 'bho period 10 
May to 16 May .:~ . This wnttoeused by direct terrain masking of 
the line of comr:llUliootions to }1ike Co. 

the ~uor~in~ of 
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PPS-6 and plot tUo location with the supported units nrty 
und mortarF.Ots. This enables Polar Coordinates to be usod-
in roquesting supporting fires. Innl10diately upon setting in, 
approx. 10 to 15 minutes should bo spont plotting returns as 
to distance and size from fixed targotroturns. This enablos 
thero operators to be briofod prior t·o assuming their respective 
watch. It must bo omphasizod that· the man on watch must "oporato 
tho sot.. Chocking all roturns he detects. Mere sitting in 
sotting range and soarching 1s insufficient. 

(4) Tho advantage of having enlisted FAC 
teams with oach compo.nywas omphasizod by contact action o~ 
Mike Co •• 10 to 16 }lay. Handling of Iilod-evac in extrotllJ 1y 
difficult terrain and the running of air strikes in the same 
circumstances \-1o.s enhanced by trained Ilnd exporienced enlisted 
personnel asr~igned to tho com.pnny on u pernument basis .. 
Thoir continuing supervision of 0.11 comr.l1m.:i.cations in the 
company also assisted in leaving tl1.e commc.nder frOG to con­
contrnto on tho tactical situatio~~ 

f. Medicnl EVQcunt ion 

(1) Total No ... of Jj1odova.cs 
(2) Killod in hctlo~ 
(3) Wounded in Ace i-::::J. 
Of.) 'vounded in Ac-ci'.).;.!..f N0n Evuc 
( 5 ) Non B Q ttl e C ;JEl ~l '.-t.l t i '3 ~; Bv nc 

- 66 
- 17 ...44 
- 41 

5 

1.5 
ENCLOSURE (2) 
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14. 
two go. 
nrd 20 pound demolitions bag. This protects the water bottle 
from puncture ~nd ?rovldos~n:easy means of carrying the bottle 
slung Over the shoulddr. 

15. ,9ommander' s AnaJ.:z~. 

(a) Phns0 2 of o'Jerntion Houston ~JaS no different from 
the final portion of phase 1 which was previously discussed. 
This search and cle m.' ope!'r.t ion WP.S des igned to keep hip;hway 
one open between Dcnf1.ng and Pbu Bai. Although sever 0.1 enemy 
mining incidents caused. temporary halts in the flow of traffic 
thore was no significant cessat }.o::m during the period cov.:ered 
by the report. The operation was characteri~od by increased 
small unit contactsnnd inc idon1:;;l of ,nines an:J. booby traps. 

(b) Compa.n:r £1ike i s cor.i':>at pntroli.nadvertantly happened 
upon nn NVA base camp and was hCG.vily engaged in extremely tor-· 
turous terrain. This act ion eventua1J:y requ ired an add! t ionf'.l 
company and a co'mmand gronp from. the 2nd BattalionJ 5th Harines 
and washiehly productive. 1.n the collection of ini'ormation of 
intelligence value. 

16. Reco't11!llondat ions ~ 

16 

DECLASSIFIED 


