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3rd Battalion, 5th Marines
15t Marine Division (Rein) FIT
FPO San Francisco, California 96602

Command Chronology
010001H to 312400H July 1968
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BIRT &
ORIANIZATTONAL DATA
1, Designation ‘ Sovungndar Periord Covered
3rg Dattalisn, Sth Marines T4Col Do W, FRIROAD To 18Jul68
LtCol R. A. SEYMOUR Fr 19Julés

SUBORDINATE UNITS.

%8 Co 1gtLt G. C. BACON To 16Jul68
1gtlt 2. KOBIASHVILLE Fr 17Jul68

Co v R Capt J. B. MITCHEL
Co "Ev 1gtLt F. W. SITTH To 19Jul68
Capt D. W. JETRS Fr 20Julé8
Co "L 1stLt A. M. CLEMENTS To TJulé8
Capt R. G. SNOWDEN Fr 8Julésd

Co "M" Capt F. D. PACELLO

. : 2. Locaticve @uang Nam Province, RVN.

2. Steff Cfficers

X0 _  Major G. W. BOWERS To 16Jul68

Sr. S 0WO-2:J. S. BISEST

R S A - WO Jv W. BEVIER P TJul68
' 1stLt 4+ M. CLEMENTS Fr 8Jul68

53 Major E. C. RICH R

S~-4 Lusll  ketDEGe Co BACON To 17Julé8

‘lstL+ B.P. BARRON Fr 18Jul68
S5 1stlt i s DODSON-5 !

4o " Average Monthly Strength

UsMe USN -

OFF EML OFF ~ENL'- -
29 969 2 ‘

ENCLOSURE (1)
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NARLA S STMMARY

e

Battalion's officer shoriages are one (1) Lt 01%0, one (1) Lt 0202
Major end el {'L) Lts 0%02, sz (1) Capt {)402’ and one (‘1) Capt
(5) 33gt's 0369, one (1)

W
cue )
25020 e .
GySet 3916, end thirty-nine (39) Sgts 03's. The Battalion has 71% of its
M/L strength of Lto 03, 85% of its M/L strength in Staff NCO's 0369, and
45% of its M/I strength of Sgts 03's,

Ail revrr joined personnel attended & Regimentel Jndoctrination

3o

‘e Battalion enlisted shortages are five

2a

School. Training was conducied in the following subjects: Weapons 3Jafety,
Redic Procedures, Spot Ieportas, FO and FAC Procedures, Field Communication

lxpedients, and Zam firing of all individuel and crew served wespons.

SIFE

ENCLOSURE (1)
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¥iRT LIT
SEUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. Topicg

2]l end Administration

IS LSl
Faiag ey

‘1) The Ba%talion begen the month of July with an on board strength
of % Marire Officer. 995 Marine Enlisted, 4 Navy Officers, and 50 Navy
Enlisved, The cuzvent on board strength is 20 Marine Officer, 1011 Marine
Tiiiiated, 2 Navy Officer, and 52 Navy enlicsted.

iz} The erreat effective girarsth of the Batislion is 24 Marine
Of7Lazz, end 62 Murine Znlisled. -

A P oo A . R ,
(%) ¢ Mariae F{{cers, and 12 Marine enligsved are scheduled for
rotation during iugust 1968.

— - -

2

G0z
141
1441
0311
0331
0341
0351
2511

[ LRSI RS W ST\ !

(4) Critical MOS chortages are shown below:

MO8 ML OH SHORT4CGES
S ¢ ;6 2 1 1Lt
- 0202 1 ¢ 1 Lt
0702 32 23 1 Maj, 8 Lts
9402 1 0 1 Capt
0311 ST7 488 27 Sgts, 16 Cpls, 46 PFC/Pvis
331 110 95 7 Sgts, 8 Cpls
8351 146 127 4 Sgts, 13 Cpls, 2 ILCpls
8369 33 28 5 SSgts .
3041 7 3 2 Cpls, 1 LCpl, 1 FFC/Pvt
3516 6 3 1 GySgt, 1 Sgt, 1 PFC/Pvt
3531 13 9 1 Sgt, 3 PFC/Pvis °
9999 6 5 1 letSgt

(5) Casualties

KIA 2

DOW e —

WIA 11 ‘

s MELASSIFIED |-
TA 0 ’

PIL 0 %
. A - . RNMAT.O8 + (1)
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"UNGLASSIFIED

. n-'.m-" - l

y. Iptelligence.

/ .
{1) Rersoume;.
ta) During the menth o July 1968 the Battalion Intelitronce
Seectlom gairnec m? List twe i seance Offlcer and had one Corporal,
0311 go con spocial lesave.

(L} uring the repouving period Soout Dog Teems and Arma”
Propaganae. Tewms were used, however; Scout iiilper Teams were effzctively
apployed. The Battalionis current attachmenscs include five (5) Saout
Snipzr Teams. '

(=5

(72} Collegiions Iuring the reporting poriod, the main collection

3
affcrts have heen as foliliows:

\ﬂz Map <Sorrections

fvi Urai’ -nd wetor point locations
(cg Enems order i battle

(a) Enemy Infres*imacturs

(e) Now landing #uocze:s

e

(»; Enemy htivity

fa) Synopgig. ring the reporting period enemy activity was
concerntiraisl mostly arounc gathering food-stuffe =né limited movements.
Sporstic bpoavoy-trap incidents were notedly spread videly throughout the
Bettelion A,

(b) Capabilitics Oontinued harcassing ections to include;

Sniping

Small scale attacks and ambushes
Use of mines and booby-traps
Propaganda

Terrorism

Attacks by fire

Mortar attacks

P 10 fofo ot

{3) Victnamesc Attachments

(a) Interpreters. The Battalion contimues to employ five 27VE
intervireters, Efforts are continually being made to ensure that each of
the rifle companies and the S-5 hsve at least one qualified ARVN interpreterx
each,

(») Kit Carion Scouts. For a portion of the reporting period
the Battalion employed five Kit Carson Scouts. Upon leaving = specific
erea, the Kit Carsen Scouts were trsnsferred to the relieving unit,

DECLASSIFIED
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o -LELUSSIFIED

(6) Enemy Lesses

Kih: - 9
POW: @ 0
DET: . 6
CHIEU HOI: 2

(7 ) Weather

éag Rainfall: 3"
b) Temperature: 85
1. Avg high; 85
2. Avg low; 60
(e¢) Light:
1. Avg sunrise; 0615
2, Avg sunset; 1930

(8) Terrains See March 1968 Command Chronology

(9) Ceptured Equipmont.- The fellowing is the total of weapons and
equipment captured by the Battalion during July 1968:

(a) Wempons. 2 4K-47, 2 SKS, 3 B-40 rocket rds, 4 Chi-Com
. grenade, and 3 82mm mortar rds

(b) EBouipment. 1 gas mask ;:a,se, 2 hammocks, 400 lbs Rice/Fish/
Salt/Sugar -

(¢c) 782 &ear. 15 lbs

(a) ~Documents. 2 pounds

ot

e

ASSIFIE
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¢o Training

(1) Trainine includéd lectures, demonstrations, snd/or practical
applications in the following subjects.

(2)
(v)
(e)
(a)

Wenpons safety
Radio procédures
FO prcecdurcs

Field communications expedients

(2) Eight Indoctrination Schools were conducted by Sth Marines,
Classes on FO procedures, and on care and cleaning of the M-16 rifle are
included in the school syllsbug.

(3) Personncl attended the following schocls

(a)
(®)
"' (e)
(a)
()

(£)
(&)
(h)
(i)

NCO Leadership school
Officer's Leadership school
Embarkation school

PSYOPS school

Land Mine Warfare, demolitions and booby t
school

Staff NCO Leadership school
Military Justice school (Officer)
Vietnamese Language school

1lst MarDiv Mobile Training team school E

DECLASSIFIED
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Off)
Enl)

-6
-2

~1

-20
-2
-2

-1

-253
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de Operations

(1) 01001H July 68 3rdBn SthMarlnes participated in Operation
MAMELUKE THRUST,

(2) ©040945H July 68 3rdBn 5thMarines chopped back to 5th Marines.
MAMBLUKE THHUST terminated for this Battalion

{(3) 041630H July 68 Alpha Ce 1stBn 7th Merines chopped to parent
organization.

(4) 05166 July 68 3rdBn 5th Marines participated in ®perations
HOUSTON Phasc IV (Northern Phase)

(5) 080400H July 68 3rdBn 5th Marines assumed OPCON of Lima Co.
3rdBn 5th Marines, .

(6) 251200H July 68 India Co chopped from 3rdBn 5th Marines Operatlon
HOUSTON Phase IV (Northern Phase) terminated. Kilo Co chopped from 3rdBn
5tk Marines to OPCON TASK FOLCE X-RAY.

(7) 261200H July 68 India Co chopped from 3rdBn 5th Marines to
First Marines.

(8) 261800H July 68 3rdBn 5th Marines Kilo and India chopped OPCON to
7th Marines and commenced Operation MAMELUKE THRUST.

e. Artillery Support

(1) During July, direct support artillery was provided for 3/5 by
P Battery 2ndBn 11th Marines,

(2) There was no genoral support artillery used by 3/5.

(3) & total of 5436 rounds were flrcd, 5370 HE, 53 illumination and
23 white phosphorous.

(4) 43 unobserved and 2% observed fire migsions were called for a
toatl of 66 live missions.

(5) A total of 560 rounds were fired in live missions.

(6) The four forward observer tecams gave a total of 30 hours
instruction &r artillery FO and communications procedures.

(7) The biggest problem concerning the artillery laison was the
cumbersome clearence procedures necissary to protect the large civilian

population of the aren.
@N@ms

SOAES ENCLOSULRE (1)

5 I, e
L ¥ LN

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

_ P
l_ ‘/ »

fo lr Suppest

(1) Tagtical Fixed Wine Suoport
{24 82 TAC (A0 auntrolled
(b) 10 FAC controlled

() Helicopter Support

(a) 50 medevac migsions

(b) 8 Hrey gunghip strikes

-~
AN
S~

Migcellanious

) 8 Spooky gunship missions
b} T0 AC missions

g. Communications
(1} Primary means of communications by means of FM radio with a
covered teletype shot to 5th Marines via AN/TRC-27 Radio Relay.

(2} i wirveman was attached to the Comm/TACP Supervisor team with each

compeny and supervised the laying and maintenance of sll wire within each
compary defenslive positions.

() PP3.5's were utilizod by India and Lims company, accompanied by
radsr technicisng who have been trained by the battalion in tactical
employment of the PPS.6's. Five 81 mm mortar fire missions were cslled
as a result of unaccounted for activity in the radar search areams,

(4) H.F. Sidcband (PHC-47's, MBC-83's) was used to maintain contact
between the forward fdmin, C.P. and the Rear Bn, C.P. during MAMELUKE
THEUST Operations at the beginning and end of the month,

~

UMCLASSIFL

9 ENCLOSURE (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

(1) General. The overzll logistic status of the battalion is satis~
factory., 3Battelion S5-4 Lag supported the battalion with transportation
end resupplies by utilizing helicopters and trucks.

{a) Helicopter support was requested on a three day scheduled
basis, for resupplies Hills #494 and #230,

2) Suppiy Sistustion. Battalion Supply is in the process of moving
all non-rritical supplics to a warchouse in Danang in preparation for the
sch:duled move of the 5th Marines in the first part of August. Battalion
Supply is in the process of effecting the transfer of certain itema.

() On July Sth, the Supply Officer attended the third periodic
Supply Officer/Chief conference in Danang.

() & Vehicle is utilized daily for the purpose of picking up
neccesary clegses of supply and ensuring that all RUC gear is removed from
the shipping and recsiving area st FLSG~A on g timely basis.

’2)  Motcr Trangport. Problems with the new M151Al's are being exper-
ienced with the replacement of regulators and carbofators. The contact
points on the remalators are burning out the contact surface and as a
result are weldine themselves sorether. The carborator wall is being
ruptured or enlarged by the brass low speed adjustment screw, This is
due to the herd brags and soft aluminume The second problem in the
carborator, fs « fanlty cxcelleration pump. This seems to be due to faulty
menufacture:: It is suggested that Holly carborators be substituted for the
_prpsent ZerLuh cprborators.

R qubs for the M27AA2's arg: stlll in’ 1nsufflclont supply.
have ecelved eleven (11) starters to this date; leaving eleven (11) out-
gtanding.

Tew L

g T PR .‘ENCLOSURE (1)
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i, Civic Action

mre 4536 civiliang treated by the Battalion

{2) 2aUps. 200 Leaflets and 300 Chieu Hoi pens were sidtributed
in cux TADA,

%) ivic_Astion Asgistence. Cement and building materials were
wied in mosonstructicn of buildings burned during cenemy conflicts

oy
o

g

r3ulemg., None

EAC A

"%} Sarious Incident Reports. Wounding of 3 snd 1 death as a result
¢f Gim wiesion from Mike Company CP at Bridge 2. Home was burned down
ard assistance was given by S-5 personnel. Project was terminated due

to our move, Leison was made with 1/26 Marines (S-5).

DECLASSIFIED
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iy 68 Operation MAMELUKE THRUST

On ";-n?_";!- 'L‘_L.j,’ ()8 Operatién HOIISPON Phase v
, (Northern Pusse)

sao 49 July 68 Lt0ol R. A. SEYMOUR assumed
duties as Battalion CO

4 20 duly o1 Capt D. W. MYERS assumed duties
as Kilo Company CO

UG s |

B Y

AR

b ENCTOSURE (1)
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AEADe U ART RS P
Baftalicn, Sth dar inu:.

{asrine Division {(Roln)
ranc:lsco, Cailiovnia 90602

}/RCRj'dan
3121
u Aug 1968
From: Commeanding Off:.cer ' ‘
To: Gomma.ndz.ng General, lst Mamne DiV151on (Rein) MP

Vias Conmanding Officer, Sth Marlna;s
_Subj: Combat After Actio’ﬁ Report -

5TH 1188 8301 %&ESE

Ref: (a) Divo 3)480.1A : ‘ , m?
(b; 5th Mers Op. O 4«68 ‘_@49?”(
(¢} 3rd Battalion 5th Marines 0p0 1-69
\[id) 3rd Battelion 5th Marines OpO Plen 1-6& g
4

N romrr e 30e0n

OpY 5./ %a»xff

Encl: (1) area of Operations

1. Name of Operation: Operation HOUSTON Phase v -
2. Dates of Operation: O5LB800H July 1966 to 2512001-1 July 1968
3. Locatior;: Phu Bai, Re'publ:m of Vle+nah1

L. Control or comand Headguarters. 51:h Mar:.ne Regx.ment .

5

Reporting Officer: Lt Col. D. N.' RmR@AD, 6518008 July 1968
1512 uly 1968. Lt.Col. R..A. SEYNOUR, 191200 July 68

6. Task o‘r-gam.z,atmn;_ ,Brd Battalion Sth,,Marines (R‘am) Lt. Gol

i - T 7 © Ds N, REXROAD to 1912003, LteCol R, Ao
I ST SEYHOUR 191200 July 1968. |
L. mSCo (=) - ‘Lte @s C. BACON to 15 July 1968,
o Lt, Z. KOBIASHVILI Fr. 15 July.
*% ' ; 19684 o

Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 11t Marines
Det, Company C, lst Eng. Bn.
i ~ _ Det, Company B, lst Shors Party Bn,:

ks ' Co I Ca Co Ju B, MITCHELL
v Det, H&S Co 3/5 P Q;jhs(c‘a
: Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, llt.h Marines G U 1 9 W‘&
Det, Compc.ny C, lst Eng. Bn.
Det, Company B, lst Shoro Party Bne'

TS S U LT AU AN R S TN SRV TN DT V- SEDEE IO R SR SRS S

oy
I3
\.F‘ —
¥
&
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Lt. ¥. 7. SMITH to 15 July
3 Capts Do Wo.MYERS 15
y 19 08, - '

isti
1né
Jul

&S Co 3/5
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn. 1llth Marines °
Det, Companyvc lst Eng. Bn.

Det, Company B; l1st Shore Party Bn.

CO I o - -C&pt. Ro Jr SNOWEN
Det, ExS Co 3/5
Det, Btry F, 2nd Bn, 1lth Marines
Det, Company G, lst Eng. Bn. '
Det, Company B, 1st Shore Party Bn.

Co M " Capte Fo. D, PACELLO.
Dek, WS 0o 3/% ' .
Det, Btzy 2, 2rd Bn, lith Marines '

Det, Compuﬂy G, kst Eng. Brne - :
Det, Covpanv B, lst ‘Shore Party Bn.

{e Supportlnw Forcos

ae Artiilery

(1) Foxtroh 2/11 provided dirocs support artillery for
-3/5 during Operation. hOUSTON Phase IV,

(2) Genercl support artillery was not used by 3/%
during HOUSTON IV. :

(3)  Cumbersome clearance procoo¢rrb,"necebsary in the
TAOR because of the heavy civilian population, hindered the
employment of artillery 1n the aresa.

(4) During Operatlon HOUSPON IV the 11lth Marincs fired .
(3828) rounds at a total of (957) HxI targots. . - 7

S8

(5) "Thore were a total of (66) fire mlssidns,-(u7)
night defensive fire registrations and (11) unobserved missions.

- (6) A total of‘(336) rounds wag fired on fire wissions:
(203) high explosive fuze quick, (36) rounds fuze veriable time,
(74) rounds whitec phosphorous and (23) smoke rounds.
b. Air |

(1) During Operatior HOUSTON IV no fixed wing missions
were flown in support of the Battalion,

(2) Holicopters were used for both Med Evac and
roaupply missions. Twelve Mcd Evacs and Thirteen resupply
missions were flown in support of 3ru Battalion 5th Marines.

1 - -
F&W@mggnﬂg@
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> S’

,Q ing Operabion HOUSTON IV one asrial observer
vaconyns Teganna : '

3

8, Durin ng the month of July, 3rd Jdutdllon, 5th Marines
beceame respontible for bridgo ind road gecurily within its
afsighed A0 Hy neing maxiwom cmount of day and night time
activities, und by freguently changing their comp031t10n '
and diapcsitice, 5/5 3uces ss;uliy donied the enemy the opportunity
to conduct a mass attack against friendly positions within the '
AC.  The oncuy 's food-gathering capabilitics, ascts of terrorism.
and probing cotivitios wore groatly roauced by cxtonsive '
patrolling ard embush activisios. :

be Tho fOllChlrg orely -n*ts wore 1dent1fled as boing

@ v
dispcoed within shriking distance of the AO.

se Gellechion send Disecnination

(3)  Tour Viotne vilions were detained for
guesticning. Al Tows datginees were interrcgated by ITT and
reloased to Plm Los District 20 ag V€ aywmpathizers. Those
detalinsc interrczaticns led tc the omp]oyMwnt of PRU's in the
immodiate arca whlch resultod in tho capture ¢f threec guorillas,
one rice collector snd cno: flrsnuo vomiitte man. 3/5 also
£ worked closely with the CAG unists ia the ‘A0, interrozating their
x detainees upon request. There were no Cﬁieu Hoi's or POW!s,

. (2) Captured documents Lactuded anbﬁnAmorlcan
= propaganda, log books, tax col]ect:un Pecords and perscnal
letters.

(3) Captured weapOns included:

(2) AK-L47

(4) Other captured ecuipment included the following:

as, Ordnance - (t¢) B=U40 Rocket roundg, (4) ChiCom
gronades and (3) 82mm Mortar Iounds.

be 15 1lbs of misc. 762 geqr

Ce ApPDProxX. uOO bs of food ccnsisting of'rice,
figh, salt and sugar. , ,

bl A

DECLASSIFIED
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(8) fotal catmy 1osses rur the period weroe {4) VC KIA
{confirmed) - ‘ :

9 El._.s' S ?;91:;

T the assipned A0: Kosp she MER open by protocting Route #1,
bridgss, sulverv?, ancé pussce, Support and protoct friondly
;wstul}k,tuum, uni'x, coovoye  and rvoad ropair.porties. Conduct
offonsivs cperations to destroy enorgy fc"uc0, waverial and
positicng.  /Sca rO?PVOnceg t and 2},

10. Concept of Onorat: ong. W 'h four companies, establish AO's
in accordance W’Gh pcquxre {1)., Employ minimum required forces
at fixed positicnes in cornjunetion with friendly units established
ncearby, wWith rama:"*ng fo‘cos. ccenduct sgaturation daylight
patrols and night ambushkes to lestroy enewy forcos, cachesg and
.installﬁtlona. (Sen reference: (b and c).

115 Execution
ae 9 July 1960 ‘

\1, AL D00C30H l*m“ Ure 2t coord. YD966087, Roeceived
()) inceming fyasmeatation ”rﬂwadvs *ﬂom.ectimatod 3 NVA/VC,
Returned (]OO) s, Medb, IOOJ) =60, (33Y M=79, (10) M~33
grenades, (20) »is. Bme Morte: HZ3  senvchod aroa‘with negae
results. 2 USHC VIIAP:« - ’

(2) At 292040H ¥ilo Co. ab coord. ¥YH958048, K-1B, while
moving into ambush position, =»oteed L ¥C moving South across
open approx. 100 toiers to Westi. Marinas cpened fire with (8)
M~79 rounds and opprox. two M. 36 rovnds KolA, in ambush
gito. to West, also opened fix- wwth_ﬂcw*ozq (30) M=16 rds,

Two stray rounds kit twe members of {ilo IB. One Marine was hit
with small ricochet fragment in noaze and the other had flesh
wound in leg. Will return both to bridge #5 for routine Med Evac
first light 10 July 1968, Enexy fled to Southe. 2 USMC WIAE.

(3) At 092230H Mike Cc, at coord, ¥YDS05099, While
in night ambush pcsition observed an estimated (14) enemy armed
with AK«l7's and automatic weaprons woaring green utilities at
approx. 50 meter range. Detonuted two claymoros as enemy moved
closer; called (41) rounds of 8lmm fire; scarchod areas.
Romainder of onemy broke ¢ontact to West. (3) VC KIA conf,
(2) AK=-LT7's (1) SKS, (1) B«40O FRocket round and (3) ChiCom
grenades, misc. 782 gear and documents,

{ i . . 7
. s . M . -j

g e B e b s i i
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- . L e Ui i e L7 i coord, YD875088, While
in nignt mbu”‘ position observ:d approx. 30 enemy 300 meters
distence to N carrying unkhovm trno WoopeNs. Callod Marine
micedon of (60) HI ”rd (3/ W2 counus, ilacmy cdispersed,
[V a3 ont flod West to 3w,  Lmbush site
Sno coatect aSiil emiste. Tenediate
©1d proeent vooitloen and conduct

SRR LI
LONTCG

b, L3 dJay 19548

- e o 15

‘1) A% LTInT Indie Tos 375 ot coords ZDOLOONQ.  India
reecived intel. reby via 83 a9 'pulOXQ 2100 that l.ocal poople

-

o “reporbed o Loie onamy foveg oroparet to attazk MCOB compound

£l this night fron vie ALi,y wDCZ015, ;nula 375 called (3) Marine
H arty missicns, ootal of (37) LB, (1} WP, in vicinity of reported
a location. Lo sna0 »obe MOB compound o rocon by firo in

% designatod : wabn thedir 50 cale MG's, Recon by 50 Cal. in

{

arca of ZCLOZY0L2 rusulbed in sturn Tire of approx., 10 to 20 small
: ‘ arms from (3) sopavate lcccticns. India called a new fire
N mission of 1Z »ounds oP Harin¢ Ls2 Mortar fire in area of

% reported small arms fiooe, . India 2oig, firo n1g51ons to be fired
b cagain at 030G, Fési tn mztinlc :hil <ho ut the aight.

roomrd, LD87505C. Whilo
L NC ot 900 meters ranege
7 mission.

2wy T0Q1IIhE aliac Cre 275 of
posivicn, obserrod cnprnwy (G
ving toward West, Colled ar

,T\ -F

—~

- & v YDBGOO(J‘—( © While
: wghor range moving
T Lo 1o setlvate am>ush.

(1) At 3;6]30p Mike Uc
in ambush positicq, coserved (5
from bush tc bush towards Soubl
Called arty mlsslou. 16 rdc.

(2) At ]llO.LS Mlkf; Ul a 3/ {/' at ;O’)""‘dg YDB?SOSO. Refor
. to spot rep 110130H. Search cf araoa of ~encwy siting complotod,
‘neg. rosults. ' -

(3) At 111230H 3/5 2P at cocrd. zD~'206'. Recoived
following int. rop. from Cau Truci Hemiet Local:

S, 22 o
4. Harbor. Slte
L. ZD929074L4
Us NVA/VC

Te 111000H

E¢ (15) M~16 Rifles, (3) B=4O's (1) 60mm Mortar
Manuevered clements of Lima 3/5, Kilc RP=3 &nd RP=6; operating
. in area, to ccrdon and secarch reportoed site. At 111130H
‘ apprehended VC/NVA suspoct at sites. Nege. Contocte. Search
i " completed at 1112453 TT tuam roguested.

4
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= 1 July 1968

(1) At 140330H Lima Co. at coord. YD951059, While in
ambush poesition, received approx, {10) grenades from estimated
(3) to (i) enemy located in ¢ trceline approx. 75 meters North
of positione Returned (100) rounds M-16, (10) #=79 rounds (5)
M-33 grenades and (1) claywore, Eneuy broke contact to the
Northe Unit searching areca at this time.

(2) At 1LO330H Mike Co. 3/5 at coords YD889098. M-2B
in ambush site observed (25) cncmy approx. 50 motors distant
mov1ng WW to SE carrying small arms. Fired (100) rounds M-16
and M=60, (15) =79, {(12) M=26 grenades, Enemy returned approxs.
{30) rounds small arms fire. Called for and received (16)

rds, 8lrmm HE (3) WP and (15) HE 105mm. Enemy broke contact to
SE. Prescntly searching arca. , ' K ‘

(3) A&t 1&0720H Lina o 3/5 at coord. ¥YD951059, Rofor
to spot reop. 140330E. Search of contact:area completed,-neg.
rcsults, ' ‘ 5 '

(L) At 14O730H Mike Co. 3/5 at coorde. YD913117. While.
searching bridge cdefenses, found (1) Russian B-4O rocket round in
abandoned tower. Forwarded to S-2,

©(5) 4t L4OTL6H Mike CUo. 3/5 at coord, YDBB9098. Rofor
to spot Rep. L4O0330H., Searched arca anc found one (1) NVA KIA

cenfirmed, (100) lbs. rice, (50) 1lbs. flsh, (50) 1bs. salt,

various docunents.

(6) At 1403900H Mike Co. 3/5 at coord. ¥YD914103. While
moving to day time platoon patrol base, received (2) rdse. small
arms firce from village at range of 300 to 400 motors. Searched
villiage and detao inud 2 perscrnel as VC suspects, Suspoects will
be brought to 3/5 CP later this aftornoons ‘

(7) At 142320H India Co. 3/5 at coord, 2D055031. 1India
reports nog. enocmy ground attoock within AOe HReports E Battery
2/11 reported rocoiving unknown number of onemy 60mm Mortars,
I-1B and I-1C spotted apparent mortar flashes at cocrd, 056009.
India commencoed action for firo mission but was advised by
Battery B, 2/11 that they were ablo to obsarvs target and would

control firc mission.

c. 15 July 1968
(1) At 1522440H Kilo Co. 3/5 at cocrd. YD979053,

‘Defensive position on extreme Scuthoern pertion of bridge #6

received one incoming enemy explosive dovico approx. 10 moters
distant , bolived to have been a grunauoo Returned (&) M-79
rounds in general area but failed to draw onomy fire. Porimcter

~put on 100% alert.A 1 USlC WIANE,
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17 July. 1908

(1) At 171100H India Co. 3/5 at coord zD855006. India
patrol still scarching area of encmy mortar attack of 15 July
68 located approx. (L) large positions, possxhly mortar sites,
and (10) fighting holes. ‘At first grid, (1) set of NVA gear
was found by a fighting holo wkich had been hit by an arty rd.
4t the 2nd grid, (3) live :82mm mortars rounds were found in
addition to a sand bag for carrying roundsg, The bag was full
of shrapnocl holes. Arty coverage on 2nd position wes outstaiding
with at least one direet hit on (1) of the larger positions.
Also, a trail into and out of the positicn was locabted. All
gear will bc brought in and sketch of trails anéd positions will
be plotted for future flre. - 8¢arch w1ll contlnue.

(2) At 171700H India Coo 3/5 at coord zDoh9ol7. 1 usMC
sprained anklo while on combat patrul:at above 1ocat10n.'
Requested and completed hélc med ovaci Also cne Marine suffered
from heat stroke, also med evaced, 2 USKC NBGC.,

(3) At l72000h Lima Co. 3/5 at coord ¥YD951070. While
moving to ambush site, point man cetonated unknown typo of
fragmentation explosive devico. prlos;on similar to HM=-26-
grenado. Called for .and recelveu meq evac, 3 USMC WIAE.

2 BEm. 1 Priority, : o :

Es 18 July 1968

(1) At 181235H Kilo Co. 3/5 at coord. ¥YD965052, While
passing through village, lead elemunts noticed unusual device
attachod to pole on right side of trail. 'Point man moved
forward to invesitgate and device was detonated in unknown
manner., Searched surrcundlng trea with neg. results. Prosently
continuing mission and will bring in remains of explosive dev10e
for further examination and report. 1 USMC WIANE.

(2) At 182100H CAG-H-B at coord. ¥2995965. - Intele
Rep. approx. (300) V€ armed with (2) 82mm}“f§7“30ﬁﬁ‘and mnany
machine zuns are staying 1n or arcund Troui Mountains, This
should be K-l Bn. and may suddenly attack friendly troops from
village L0C AN and CAG - H-l to Troui this night or next to
celebrate July 20, or they will wove to the village of Vinh Loc
and travol along Route #1 to ¥YD995043+ :

(3) at 182110H Mike Co. 3/5 at ccorc, YD895855, Approx.
=6 cnemy approached ambush site frcm South West; unablo to
determine if armed. Engaged enemy with (2) M-26 grenades
(10) rés M=16 from distance of 20 meters., Enemy fled to
SW. Secearched area with neg.-rcsults. K

ER I B+ e s b S
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A At‘182230h CAP-pl at coorde YD91C"1.O9o Patrol
cbeTived (1) 60mn illum, Rd » hit houses at abeve coord, which
resulted in fire. Shortly after firec started, (3) explosions
similar tc satchel charges, (2) explosions. similar to grenades,
and approx. 200 small arms dcplosions took: place, (%)

civilians wounded by explosions, wore found in and near house.
‘Search cf area conducted with neg. rcsults.. Civilians tokon
to CAP-H-1 position. Med “evac completed (2) Em. (3) priority.
Mike 3/5 interproter’ ‘interrogated civilians with neg results.
Thorough search of house will be r¢sumod after flPSt‘llght.

(5) At 182230K India Co. 3/5 at coord. ZD003015.
Ground radar at MCB 121 position devected heavy movument at
aboveo cooré, MCH 121 after clearance from India Cc. fired
(25) r¢s 8lmn HE., India 3/5 will check area at: ‘first light.

he 19 July 1968
(1) At 190115H Mlko Coe 3/5 at coord YD880060. Ono

priority med evac; . possible malaria; has had hizh temp. of
103 for 3'deys. Called med evac, 1 USHMC NBCE. :

{2) At 192130H HS Co. 3/5 at cocrd, ¥D855133. One
USMC displayed symptems of advancod case of malaria, Considered
emergency medevac precedence. Med ovac cqmpleted. 1 USMC NBCE.'

(1) At 200830H like Co. 3/5 ‘at coord. " ¥YD905106. ' While
sitting in patrcl base civilians came up to M-l actual and
drew a picture in the dirt showing impression of explosion,
M-1A checked ocut area, found (1) olaymore which looks like one
of first U.S. models; making payment of 500 P .to clv1111ns
w1th S=2 scout handllnﬂ transactlon.

(2) At 200945H Innia Co. at coord. ZD053027. Incia
contracted one prcbable malaria c=ss, oVac. Emergency evac
being called. 1 USHC NBCE

Jo 21 July 1968

(L) At 211315H Miko CP 3/5 at coord. YD92610;.
Negligent discharge by Kit Carson Scout wounded one Marine
}n right arm w1th 45 pistol; invostigotion rending. Med ovac
in process. . One USMC NBC rcutipe evace. ,

(2) At 211410H Mike Ce. 3/5 at ccord, YD900108 While
noving to patrol buso, Vietnamese woman stopped Mike 2-B while
potrolling crea and peinted to gtrcam. Patrol checked out area
woman indlcated end lcecated cne A% with wpn lubricant on it,
S rouncds, and one gas mask pouch. S=2 en=route to interrogate
woman. Weapon will be ferwarded to 8—2 fcrward Woman given
SOO F as award payments - : o

iy k
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- pneunomia 1 USMC NBCE, -

s : e L v

L S ',i"lf i Innia Col 3/5 ot cocrd, ZDO)?OOO?. India
Sontractod ono beudbLP U8MC malaria casce Med cvac completed

et 211830H, One USMC NBC: BEvac.

(5) 15 211830F Mike Co. 3/5 at coord, YDB??OQY. While
leix:'tu umku and M-23 aombush pcesition, didcovered suspected
enowy cache ot abeve location,  Numerous trails icading to. site
war“anto ewployment of entire plgtcon. -{3)50 1bs bavs of rice,

1) 5 1lba baz of suvugar, (1) bap contalnlng pgns, soap, candy, -
“LC. were cqptured, - . ,

(5) At 2118u;H H&S Co. 3/5 at coord e ybeuvoss
Suspected VO spotted:in open at approx. 2,000 meters ulutance.
Five mission called by lgt FaG, (6) WP, (12) H%,. Enemy fled
in NE ul;ectlon, . ;

(6) At 212000H Kilo Coe 3/5 at coord., YD979053, PF's
Jocated on brncges at abcve lccations (#6° and #7) departed
their pogitions with wpns. When stopped and questioned by

- Morines, statod they Jore‘guinr on ambush, Past experience
- incicates PF's leave positions without orders only when they

have knowloedge of imminent attack. Check through local PP chain
ahd CAG rcveuls no uuthorlzatlon for action. Althcubh

attempt was mode to hold-all PF's at positicns, aPPTOX . five from
gach positlcn departed, AOV1sed all. frlencly unlts in AO of
PF's actlonso . . .

ke 25 dnaly 1763

(1) At ?2(930H Innla Ce. 3/5 at eoerd ZDO53025.
Marines from Shore Party ‘attached to Sth.Marine BST statiocned
Cau Dol LSA were emptying trash in dump used by all units at
Cau Doi when an unknown type emplosion dovice detcenated in the
burning trash, wounding 2 Marines and a Vietnamese girl about
12 yrs. old, Harines were trecated by 2/11 dispensary.
Civilian girl teken to Phu Bail by vchiclo after CAP He-l notified
paronts. 2 USMC N3CKE. l Vietnamese Civ. Evac.

(2) At 221645H Mike Co. 3/5 at ooord. YDB92075- Ono
prlorlty med evac of USiC; -cause of med ‘evac possible

(3) 4t 221700E CP. 3/5 at ¢cord. YD
Unidentificd Viectnamese women reported that two Vietnamese
civilians had been injured in an accident which occurred in a

- gravel pit locatwd adjacent tc 3/5 CP. Corpsman dispatched to

render assistance, UYpon arrivel at the secnc the following

was cbserved: a 14 yra. old male with multiple wminor

abrasions; name: Le Maos; a 17 yr. ¢ld male with fractured
skull, unccncicus, lyinz en small rlece of canvas, name: Tran
Van Ha pronounced DOA by . senicr corpsmane Both delivered to howe
located vicinlty YD934093. Vistnamese.civilian, Tran Van Phu,
who identificd himsedf as member of family, stated that bofth
victims were dlrglna forirock, when an embanknent cavdd in ¢
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theme Copy of this report to be furnished to loecal
‘111d90 chief No mi‘itary perscnnel involved.

1. 23 Julx~l968

(1) At 23202521 Lima Cce 3/5 at coord.YD91L9068. At

approxes 231910H, two machine guns and (3) J45 Cal. pistols were
test fired by Marines, These weapons were fircd due North from
Bridge #l dlrectly into water. One PF negligently fired a BAR at
the water and intoc the air frow his bunker. The PF was shooting
Woests Lima 6 called for him to cease fire and he did. HMoments
lator ancther PP fired a carbine and tho PF with the BAR startod
firing again. Lima 6 again told the Pite to cease fire and
they did., About 232000H 88 Lima was notified by CAP H-2 that a
civilian woman named Nguyen Thi Diep wes killed by a bullet
at coord. YD936081 at approx. 231900H, The NCOIC of the FPF
unit at bridge #4 is 8gt TrAn Thleu. ‘ . ~

me. 2L July 1968

iy (1) At EMllASH Mike Co. at cource. YD92610M. Whilo in
CP area, one Marine picked up a rifile belonging toc anothor.
During move, weapon was fired, resulting in GSW tc shoulder

" of Vietnameso civilian. 'Em. medevac completed.‘ Serious
incident report to followe . o '

k 12. Results

‘f'.i | - a. Enemy o ¥
i . (1) Perscnnel. 4 VC KIA °°n¥1rm9¢-

| (2) Matoriaml Fo

| (a) Rifles?} 2 AK-l47's

% 4 2 SK8's

;i ﬂ (b) EQﬁipment - -2 Bo rocket r&s, L, ChiCom

grenadeos, 3 82mm Mortar rds,
782 gear including approx.

15 1bs. of misc. gear. Food
included approx. 400 lbs, of
rice, fish, salt, and sugar,
Captured documents included
antieAmerican propaganda, log
books, tax records, and
porsonal letters.

i
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) KIA 0
} DowW 0]
) WIAE 5
)  WIAWE . 2
) NEC 5
) Heat Casualties O
13. Administrative Matters S T <

a« Resupply. Resupply to the major ‘portion of the
Battalion was accomplished by vehicle, India: Co. was rosupplied
directly by the LSA, located at Cau Doi. : Hill 230 was :
resupplied by helicopter: onily. SRR/ A e

b. Maintenance, Thére were no major maintenance problems,

¢ce Treatment of Casﬁa1t10§, Evgcuation, and Hdapitélization.

(1) A forward aid stution was established with the
Battalion CPe The Battalion Surgeon was .positioned at the
rear aid station located:at Phu Bal Combat Basos

(2) No significant probléms were oxperianced in
treatment, eovacuation or hospitalizationﬁof casualties.

de. Transportation

The SﬁB'Marine Regiment provided three M-37 and ono

g M-51 which were used for. troop transportation and resupply of
R ~units abt fixed’ installations within 40, :

g. Communications. The operation was primarily supported
by P communicaticnse GCo K employed an AM radio as a back up
<ommunitations systeme The PRC 77/K¥-38 was satisfactorily uscé
for secure transmissions between the Battalion and company -

'CP'a. Phone lines were used on each of the bridges to provide

ﬁi intefnal'dommupicaﬁibhs"petween defensive positions,
S f. Modical Evacuations - N
(1) KIa | o
(2) wia 7
(3) mBC 5
(L) . Heat Casualties 0 "
(5) Total Med Evacs 10 .

1. Special Equipment and Teciniquoss None

PY :  y | . i”.,;,” ©ouo ii:ﬁigﬂﬂﬁiiﬁiiiiiﬁgi@—] ,
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Sander ts Analysis. The following requirments were
con31dereu essential to SUCCGpSLully accomplish the assigned
mission.

as Hrplicyment of minimum number of forces at fixed
installations, supported by maximum use of defen31ve barriers
‘and comp““nenq1ve uupportlng arms fire plans. .

ba Empioyment of remaining forces to conduct saturation
daylisht patrols/night ambushos along avenues ‘of approach to
fixed installiations.

¢c. Ruotention cf capablllty to consolidate platoon size
ts rapidly for emplicyment as counter attack forcos within
A0+  (Sce reforence d) .

d. Maintenance of continuous communications with friendly
units within A0 in order to ensure rapid, successful, mutually
‘reinfercing Payab111t188¢ .

e¢e Promotion of an activs civil affalrs prowram within
villidces near fixed irgtallations to develop and maintain
loca 1ntelligonco SCUrces. :

14. Recommendations. “None

- N
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