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(a) NCO 5750,,2A 
(. b) PMF P acO 5750.8 
(n) DivO 5750.2B 

.Enol ~ I{ 1) COIlLuana Chrono 10 gy Report 

~~ In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), (b) 
{·c ),_ tho §ol:JlTIa.n~ Chronology' for t:ho month of Soptember 1968 
herl:by subrll. tte a..' ' ' 
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C ()ml~'lD.nd e x' P0i:,iod Covered -----..... 

LtCol R 0 A. Sm.'·iOUR 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

ls't;L.t J.. J. LAZ..:\.RUd :fil:\" lSGpt68 

lstLt A. 1>10 CLEr-fBNTS To lSept68 
Capt N. A. GURROLA Fr 2Sept68 

C a.pt D. li/. NEY.;;;;HS .,. 

',;0 \. 1'1' lstLt B. P. Bi.uiRON 

xc 

5-2 

8-3 

8-4 

SupplyO 

CommO 

}ITO 

. USMC 
OFl~ EUL 
32 1134 

USN 
opp 3NL 
T ~ 

Major ~. F. HERTLING, Jr. 

CW02 J. S. BISESI 

letLt K. J. SALAMON Fr lSept68 

Major R. C. HICH To 11Sept68 
Capt b. P. DO~-mS Fr 12Sept68 

20Sept68 
f1o.jor \1. l:;t • BURT Fr 21Sept68 

lstLt i,f. c. nOgy To 8,s::pt68 
Capt J. D. WIOTI/:) Fr 9Sopt68 

lstLt R. J. ~TUSS To 17Sept68 
lstLt G. c. FERREE Fr 18Sopt68 

lstLt c. A. !>100RE 

lstLt J • D. 
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• Npras 

i. < ::)c,ri'lg ·.;r~~.3 1""r:)~D,~rtitlg peJ:'lo~l~ t;ho Jl'd BQt:·t;cJ.io!:'..~ 5th Narines 
t;ul'mina-CiOCl o-po·.:.""'d'i.()L3U.sSEK BAY and pOX'ticipatc,ci . ::"t'. operation 
ilANBI..U1LC THFfOST in thr:; Arizona aroa.. Light to mOdGX'flto 0nOOlY 
con·co.ct wns cnCOu."1tClred throughout tho month Hl tr ... :'((': significant 
:v:t'oblerils oxporienc od. lndic o..tions a.re that ttl,? f:'::li:·t~l"icn f·S 
G:ftort8 both in an offensive and rice denial l~i).!.~) .~:c:H;J Br,~a~l.y 
11. ind o!'D. enemy froodom of mov oment and . cant:.' ,I. ~)Uc 0(:1 s i gnifi on 

c ant.ly "GO anemy food procurement prob~ems. In this regard, 
SJc::t.:,..:ty in tho form of oPts and combat patroJs ",TQS provided io·r 
;;. 03:-:::: (lay Y'ic.C' harvest by Due Due dis-(irict r(;"L' .. !~'>;3. 

<~." '1'1>,:,; cU;Qtt.'!'O of six NVA soldiers during th('~:-,,)::'oi([ ~O-12 Sept 
~i.::-:(,l) :\ s C~i18ic~:;rod significant and providod CiJr.c:,;.uslve p.l'::)of of 
th.u ::?rfl;JU1,;O of tho 21st NVA r(;Jgimont in the Arizona D..r0a.. 
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0,) ~:il() 3o..t·~a.lion bogon tho month of 0('pSC:D"tiOr with on 
Gj~. ·:)-;Il.pd stength of 29 l:Iarine Officors. 1147 l1C}"~:lC) ::T:r~?:t.8tod, 3 
:,LsYy 0:'!.'i('.cJ.~s~ nnd 58 Navy Enlisted. Tho currcn-c· ::':1 ::-;Gm~6 strengtL 
i.E' J3 Nc.r:1.n.o Officers, 1155 l1Cl'ine Enlisted, 3 Nc.:,:\' O~'f'icors, and 
:~;; /J2}ry' Bnlisted. 

i?) 1:1'::18 cllrrent effective strength of th.c Battalion is 
;.,. '"':·_"-::.:::c ::rf.:ieo:'2 p rend 972 ~1ar:i.!'l.e Enlisted." ' 

\ ·i'i[o..rine Officer, 
·:;:'il~):'.P 1968. 

and 16 Harino :Bn}~.st6d rotatod 

MOS -
0302 
0311 
0331 
0341 
0351 
,3051 
0141 

NUl1BER 

1 
7 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 

(4) Critical MOS shortagos aro shown below: 

£iQ..2. H/L OR -
01,30 2- 1 
0202 1 o 

28. 
o 
536 
1~ 
.5 

0,302 32 
0402 1 
0311 $77 
2533 3

8
3 

,3041 

(5) Casuclities 

KIA 24 
DOW 3 
HON I-IOSTILE DEATH 1 
WIA FNAC " 73 
WIAl~E 56 
NON HOSTLE wOUNDED 10 
iYIIA 0 
D.AI 0 

4 
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SHORTAGES 

1 Lt 
1 Lt. . 
4 Lts 
1 Cq;> t 
31 Sgts, 10 Cp1s 
6 LCp1s, 15 PFC/Pvts 
1 Cpl, 2: LCpls 
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(b)) lIn Int err o.g"Cl.t.io n, Tirahsla:ti<~:,) ;;: ,j',:;:,;". dab Q.:t;:rployed 
.... J:',.~.~~: ';j:::' .. ::;'C~tl; alion Command Group ~ providiag·. t:iJu.\1..y·, l.utc.UigcnoQ. 
g.::~L""':l .l}:'om fio:::'dinterrogations 01' POtv'~, dotnil'::.eos and l.ooal 
~~ :~ 'tf l j~:t ~:':::-:. ,':; " '-

",,' :);::,lJ.oation. DUl"ing tho roportir:\!< po:':'icd.~ tho main 
'.:;~\.:;~;J.:, 5.,y,~:. ' .~':i: :)-;:'tshQV'O-boon a.s follows: " 

(u) Enemy Order of Bo.tt~o 

\. ',:l) Enomy Inf'ra.structuro 

,'" ~omy Activity. 

(u) Synopsis. During the reporting period enomy 
L,c:.)ci'i'ity '~,nsistod primarily of food go.thorlng missions o.:t'.(~ 
jj:.i1:L t; Ie ['.1 indoctrination of loc 0.1 vi11o.gors. 

to !ncludo: 
(b) Ccpacilities. Continuod ha.rro.ssing actions 

0. Sniping 
§Sm0.11 sco.lo probing attacks 
c Usc of minos und booby-traps 
a Ambushos 
o '. Propo.gondo. 
1 Mortar and rockot attacks 
! Attacks by firo 

(4) Viotnamese Attachments. 

(o.)Intcrpratvr~. The Battalion employs six (6) 
l~VN intorpretors. ~~orts are continually being made to ensure 
that euch of tho rifle componios, tho All'o. Command end tho 3-5 
have at loast ono qualified ARVN interpreter. . 

(b) Kit Carson Scouts. Tho Battalion is presently 
omploying four (4) Kit Ca.rson Scouts. They ho.ve beon a.ssigned to 
tho throe rifle compnnies working in the 3~d Batt~lion, 5th Marines 
Aroa of Operation. 
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(5) Ehomy losses: 

KIA: 65 NVA KIll, 10,VC .. ·.KIA 
P01fJ : 6 NV A POY!, 8 VC P~.J 
DET: 24 

UIiIED HOI: 3 

(6) [~Jeathe.r. 

(a) Rainfall: l-1oderato 

.. , " ) 
\ 1-.; 

" " \, ' .. I 

Tomperature: 
1. Avg. High; 86 
,2 It A v g. L OVI ,; . 74 

LiF,]1t: 
1~' Avg. Sunrise; 
28 Avg. Sunset; 

0613H 
1927H 

• 

. . ('\'.i .IQ..~Io.in. Tho ·terrain consi~ted of" J .. urgo open ~"~co 
':";:':~.J;,:! '.';'l·),jt1il~~ LmdOl"lv8.tor duo to tho ra.:mi'8.11 of: tho rOlY"'::::'·Cl.ng 
:~·)~,-::'i f'.L, ;.-'Y~l'('tJughout tho rice paddies vIera al"CQU of high8:~'olmd 
~>n ~·,{t;:~,~h '(':).0 i1o.mlcts and viLla ges I'Jere located. The D.'ppx'C'8.eh 
::':)'Q'~'l'ic: fJ.'.tL pO~JJ.Litod urous woro onomy .fortifioe. :eor tho 111')fJt 

(6) Captured Weapons. Tho follovling io tho to.t::). 
·",jUi:'lJ:)~('lS c.nd-o-guipmont captured by the battalion during 
SO:Jtombor 1968: 

(0.) 1,.Jo&pons. 4 RPD mwchinoguns, 7 B/41 rocl:::ct 
18.UDChol"S, 1 60'(':11'11 mortar, 2 RPGts, 21 lu{-47" 2 H-1 carbines" 
8 ,:,\KS rifles, 2 AK-44 cnrbincs, 3 ChiCom pistols, 53,210 
IJ(~,*7 rounds, 20 .30 cc.1ibor rounds, 255 B/4l rockot rounds, 
19 Ci2mlil 1;1ort("l'" rounds J 20 7.5'mm roooi1e08 riflo rounds, 4 N-26 
srenados, 40 ChiCom grenados, 3 anti-personnel minos and 
1 RFD magazino dr~rra. 

(b) EIuiPmont. 1 ChiCom radio" 1 short-wavo 
radio, 1 EE .. 8 fio d-phono, 600 foot communications wire and 
approximatoly 4.5' pounds of miscellaneous 782 gaur. 

(c) Documonts. $0 pounds 

(d) Othor,,," 21,275 pounds of rico, .3,600 pounds 
of corn, 850 pound.s of tobacco, 100 pounds of poto.toos, 96 
onor,lY uniforr.ls, 1 first-aid kit, 50co of blood supploment 
ru:1d 20,000 SVN pic.stors ---
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• 
(J) T:.~o.ining included lectures, demonstrutions, nnd/or 

::'~',.~:t:jc .,1 c.pplico:i:;ions in tho follolving sUbjucts: 

wonpOl~S • 

(n) Wonpons 
(b~ Radio Procodures 
(e) s~ot Reports 

. (d) .00 & FAC Procedures 
(0) "-Piold Communications E;~pediont8 
(f) Frun firing of all individual and crow .. served 

(~) Sovon Indoctrination Schools wero conducted by 
5th I·lo.r:'.D.03~ Jlc..JSOS on FO proceduros, eJ.'1d on Co.ro nnd cloaning 
of tl:.e N-J.·~ ::'.:.'\.; i':1cludod in th0 school syllo.bus. 

{ ., ~. Por sonnel attonded the following schools: 

(0.) St[~f NCO Leud8rship School 2 
(b) Embarkation School 2 
(c) Officor Lec.durship School 2 
(d) Vietnamoso Lunguc.go School 2 
(~) NCO Sohaol 6 
(f) Basic Orgnnic Sl1.f'ply Accounting 2 
(3) Movi0 Projector School 1 
(h) Ei t C nrson Scout School 1 
(i) Rogistored Publication School 1 

(d) Opore.tions. 

(1) 090BOOH 3 Sept 68 Lima Co 3/5 choppod to 5th f.'lnrino,:; 
3rd Battalion, 5th Harines torminatod Opera.tion SUSSEX BAY c ... ud 
cornmcncoc1 Operation 1UuviELUKE THHUST. 

(2) 110730H Sopt 68 3rd BattalionJ 5th Harincs assumed 
OPCON Lima. Co from 5th Mnrincs. 

(3) 302400H Sept 68 Oporntion HAl"iELUKE THRUST continues. 

7 ENCLOSURE, (l} 
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• 
'-'. Ar'ciLi.l.n'y Suppar.! 

(1) :3c,':;cory F, 2nd Bn 11th Harinos providod diroct 
support to trJ.\) J:(~d Battalion, 5th I1o.1"inos during the month of 
September.. l'.,rtillor.y St1.pport 1I-1(1S both timoly m d effective" 

(2) A totc.l of 8370 rounds wore oxpondod as f'ollm-IS: 

Qnd 150 UP) 
(0.) Observed Firo: 3135 (2300HE, 685 ilIum 

5235 HS 

(3) P~epm~o.tion fires were used oxtensively. In 
ox·c.:cr tc; bottor coordinate with air suppO!' t" artillory prop 
f'ir08 Hero schedulod botwoon 0500 a.nd 0800 w.10nover passibloo 

,,-!- I Nino TOT ni::;sions wore· fired on d":~iJS of 
previ0u;::, C·7DEJ.Y r..;:Jnt Get, intolligonce teergets me.. enomy 
sightingf:l~ 

night. 
(5) .\;::0. QVel"'a.go of 30 H&I ta.rgots H()l't) i'ired OQc1: 

L~L:~' Sm:mort 
-----~~,'-

(1) Ta.cticol Pixed HinS Support 

(u) 76 TAC (A) controllod 

(b) 12 FAC controlled 

(2) Helicopter Support 

(0.) 37 r.1cdevo.c m.issions 

(b) S Buoy gunship strikes 

()) Hiscollcneous 

(0) 2 Floro ship missions 

(b) 23 AO missions 

8 
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• 
(~~j ;3:'1p~;;)~.rt;0l~ bn"C,·;:D.2.ion operations with primary use of 

F'i.; radio COlilT!;:·.mico:~iol}s Um/PIW-25); participating in the 5th 
;'.i.'~:i.'-L:"lC., 0yo..:uot'i.on 0;: tho h.Y-38/PRC27. 

(2\ HF cor.lIm .. ".nic a.tions (1liT/PRC"~.7) usod to mo.intain 
:l.L'8i'J:(~(d.'~!': Kilo Co attached to 26th Nnrinos. 

D) IJ.'"l::::pectod by Division Communic ntions (CEO) reproBon­
eti'J08o EvC!.luo.t:!.on was sa.tisfactory with no discroponc:i.os. 
Con,xl.dc:::-:c;cl .:::,ototvortby wore the maintenancE) c.nd supply procedures, 
IJ?1. ~:,c;(~(I:,:,:.:'.f.,;l bc.ttory shop and tho overnll orgcmizo.tien of the Corom 
scct'lor.:.~ 

; :!.} ij:·J.I?": S~·6 wC'.s usod oxtroosivoly in tho defonse postur~ 
of ~~::~.(: ;<.'l"~. iTl. ~.~ L~C!..i]·;·)~·;_: base e 

(C;I F'o:t:nuu training on c.11 procodures rnd equipment 
(150 hct.!!.'~:'· 8c~-;;~:.lGtc(} C'1 0.11 mo~dy joinod Coril1.1i porsonnel including 
'i;l"ansf(jr::l !'::c.~~ othor units. 

(1) gr:.::l~> The ovor8.1~ lOGistics stntus of the 
. +-. .,.. " "f' t "::/ t t ~, . S' 1 t d th 0[".,1:;['<.110[1 :1.3 snCl.S no ory~ .un u.J.lOn -4 1QS suppor 0 0 
batt oJ. ~_o:f;, Hi th rosupplies on c. d oj J.y bo.s~.s & Duo to the googrnphic 0.::1. 
locution of tho AN lIoa combat bo.so I transportation of' roquisi tionac1 
GupplJ' itoms from Duno.ng is limited. 

(2) Supply Situution. Bo.ttc.lion supply will 10so two 
(2) 3o.51's, ono (1) 3041 and one (1) 2111 performing c~uty D.S tho 
formnl Qccount clerk Hithin thQ no};t thirty (.30) days. Supply 
trained roplo.coli1ont porsonnel a.ro ·no.t:r.aJldili;f, .. a~al1uble.·::- i Q.l.\.l.'s apE' 

being D.ssignod to theso billets. Prop a.rc.tion is now being mc.c'lo 
to initiate a battalion 1"88.1" in Do.nang. This will expedito tho 
hnndling of ossontinl supply items botwoon Dannng and An Hoc.. 

(3) Notor Transport. 'rho motor transport section is 
still in nooe:: of throe"' it~ms of tost oql.'1.ipmont,tost sot tmek and 
dwoll, low volto.go circuit taster, and adaptor sot oloctric. 
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PI'ob~.(j':J},: ,c,-l~:l.:_l ':).xisG ~,Jith 810N ['.rriv!~l 01 roquisi-cicno(: 
r\.;pc.b: I)c.l"t,:' L<' ;':~'-,.: ,,>27)j.A2o 'I'his r~:'.8 c8.usod unnoccJssC~l"l 
8GCcn.C: cchulc,}:j. '~"~' .. -,~.}i:jc s ,.;f NORS stb:tus .. 

IJ:}:L~' 1;!.() t!'~J:-- t;:,.~.·~~n.D~~~::Ol'""!t b\)C;"CiOJ:l 11c.s bOOll ,~~fji::;iC~11G{~ c~ l;1C:"C01~ 

':::':':'':'1.s·r\.-,-~·i! ~:\,.<.:::I:'. 18 o.ll;wic.'cGS tho heck uf S-ccJ:'f nco sUjJor-
"-'. ~3io:).; l~l"ovi(;usly oXpCtI':1.0nC cG. by cho ,sec -Cion, 

-'\::"8iri;~::'TJ,CC("J::.1.8 given to tHo (2) cl'vilin.n ri18(.licul evacuees. 

;:~. G·~l!:tf)JjO~'· .. O(t~t or' ITV}~:rrfrs -". ..... -_ .. _ ............ """_ ..... : .......... , ......... ~-~ ... ,-.. 

21 .sopt:: 

") (, 
,.J 0.../ 

··1'0 
.... ~ -

Oporl".tlcl1 SUSS:t[J[ BAY 

c c,::::<~" j:i(. A. GUJ.nOLA assumed 
C,l.xijiGS C.S r,I))I1'.. COJ.iIPci1Y C',J. 

1- C qJt. J. D. NIOTIS (lssumed 
dutias us Bc.ttlion s-4 

r~~i. c.;J: '.I 0: 

(~trCl08 C,.S 

o :sO'.dII CLssl.lCloc1 
Bc~ttc\.licn S-3 

Oporo:cion JvjJjiELUKE THRUST 
ccntin:}os. 
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