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Period eov~ 

3rd Battalion, 5th r-rlo...l'ines LtCol R. A. SEY]',1OUR To 1$Oct68 
LtCol H. E. ATEIlJSON Fr 160ct68 

§~BORDINAT~ UNITS 

lstLt J. J. LAZARUS 

Capt H. A. GURROLA 

r;"') 1~ i:~; Capt D. W. MY;EIUl 

Co It,. 11 
.l.J Capt H. G. SNOWDEN 

Co "WI lstLt B. P. BAilRON 

20 J.,oc.ation.- QUDng l'Jnm Provinco, RVN. 
~~---.... 
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SupplyO 

CommO 
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US]Y[C 
OFF ENL 

. :r-C- 1194 

Major E. F. 

CW02 J. S. 

lstLt K. J. 

i"Iajor W. F. 

Capt J. D. 

lstLt G·. C. 

IfjtLt. p •. A. 

lstLt 

USN 
OFF ENL 
j:W 

2 

J .• 

: ',' 

DECLASSIFIED 

D •• 

BERTLING Jr. 

BISESI 

SALlMON 

BURT 

NIOTIS 

FERREE 

MOORE 

JJJDERS'ON 



1'1:':3~, r.:or, +:ior, 
.......... ',.-,,,",,,,,, ........... "';.~".~'- - ~.:I., .. 

f~8~S 

~:0 

(;"' --'.' 

Co 

Co 

S··l 

S-2 

S-3 
-, 

Co 

PJ:l 

'tI~ ~~ 

II Lit 

"N" 

S-4 
SupplyO 

CoolIll0 

MTQ 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

• 
p P.":~T I 
c\':.:'~;)~T r.L DATA 
.... ~ ... , ........... '.., __ .~9 __ ~ ...... ,_ 

(:. )l~:m0_!l,cl<7:::' Period Govered 
.... ... ~----." ....... :....,;. _. -
LtCol R. A. SEY110UR To 150ct68 
LtCol H. E. AT1GNSON Fl' 160ct68 

§UBORD1N ATE UN! TS 

lstLt J. J. LAZARUS 

C apt ~1. A. GURROLA 

Capt D. vI. lJlYERS 

Capt H. G. SnOWDEN 

lstLt B. P. B~iRON 

Major E. F. BERTLING Jr. 

CW02 J. S. BISESI 

lstLt K. J. SALIMON 

iViajor W'. ·F. BURT 

,Capt J. D. NIOTIS 

ls'tL t G,-, C'! FER REE 

. -'. l~tLtX~:~;" A. MOO HE 

:lstLt J". D .• :,ANDERSON 

4. Average Monthly Strength. 

USf,W USN·~ 
OFF ElifL OFF EN'L 

. '5~-- ---4 ' .. .:,J. 119 j.:'.» .. ' ... 
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PART II 
NARRATIVE SID1MARY 

e_ 

1. The Battalion's Officer shortages oro one :Gapt. 0202,.tl) 
Cllpt, (7) Lts 0302, (1) 1 Capt 0402 (1) 1- Capt 2~O?,. '!'ho 
Batto.lion enlisted shortages arc (2) 2 Gy8~~'+- 0369&nd (24) 
Sgts 03' s. The Datta1 ion has 70'/0 of i t8rt4/L otrG148bh 'or-tts.·OJ' ~ 
93% of its rVL strength in Staff NCO's 0369 ond 44% of its . 
MIL strength of Sgts 03's. 

2. Operation MEJ1ELUK~~ TH\-\UST, in which this Batto.1ion participntod, 
terminated on 23 october 1968. The Battalion particip:lted in 
Operation MAUl PEl~ from 6 t019 october 1968 under the oporational 
control of the 7th Iillarines. The Battalion is presently enso.f~·ed : 
in Operation EEHDERSON HILL which commenced on 23 October 1968 • 

.3. Regimental Indoctrination School was attended -by all newly 
joined porsol1.L"lel. Aft€.r Opera.tion HAUl PEl.Ie the Battalion 
spont six clays of reha.bili tation und training at .. \1'1 HOA. 
Training consistGd of firing individual woapons, instructions in 
enomy mines o.nd booby traps, po.trollin;;, 8mbushes,-FO and FAC 
procedures, and oato.blishlilent of defensivo po sitions. Add ition- -
ally, all radio opo~utora attenddd an intensive three day course 
in con~unication techniques and procedures conducted by the 
Battalion Comr,lUnico.tions Chief. 
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1. Topics 

a. ! Pel" Bonn 91 and Admini s t!' at ion 

(1) The Batta.lion besan the ;Ilonth of October with an 
on board strongth of 33 Marine Officors, 1155 Marine Enlisted, 2 
Navy Officers, and 55 r;favy Enlisted. Tho current on bourd strength 
is 28 M.arino Officoj:'s" 1209 Harine Enlisted, 3 Navy Officers, und 
60 Nuvy Enlisted. 

(2) The current effective strenGth of the Battalion is 
23 Marine Officers, and 946 Marine Enlistod. 

rotuted 
(3) Five Marine Officers, 

durinG Octobor 1968. 

~ NUMB.c:R ~ 

0302 4 0369 
3002 1 2111 
0231 1 2531 
0311 28 3041 
0331 2 3051 
0341 2 ':>371 
0351 2 3$31 

(4) Cr1 tical HOS shortages 

MOS l"i/L OH - -
0130 2 1 
0202 1 0 
0)02 32 24 
0402 1 0 
0351 146 130 
3043- 8 4 

(5) Casualties 

KIA 
DOW 
NON HOSTILE DEATHS 
WIA (EVAG) 
\HANE 
HOlT HOSTILE ~1CUNDED 
}'lIA 
DAl 

4 

and 46 IVia.rine Enlisted 

NUT-'IB&1 

2 
I 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 

are shown b 01 ow : 

SIIORT!.GES 

I Lt 
1 .Dept 
1 Capt, 
1 Cupt 
3 Sgts, 
2 CpIa, 

10 
1 
l' 
34 
27 
21 o -
0, 

7 Lts 

5 Cp1s, 8 LGp1s 
2 LCp1s 
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b.· Intollii?oneo Id _ 

(1) Porsonnol 

(a) During tho month of October 1968, tho Battalion 
Intolligonco soctiol) 10 st one Sgt/03l1.ll en,; Cpl/0341 and ono 
Cpl/03ll. Durin,:.:; tho samo perioIi" eno Sst/03ll anc1 Lepl/n:33l 
were joined. 

(b) During tho -report ins l;eriod, ono Interrogator 
Translator Tamil was effect! vely oIllploi·od. 

(2) Collection. During tho reportin;:::, poriod, the main 
efforts havo boon as follow'S: 

(8.) 3nomy Order cf Battle 
(b) &1.omy Infrastructure 
(c) Rice denial 

(3) Tho Battalion B-2 scctien COl1ductod daily Comr,londor 
and Staff briofings during Octobor 1968. . 

(4) Enemy i4ctivi tl 

(a) Synopsis. During tho reporting poriod 
enemy llctivi ty consistod of "food gllthorinLSI poiitica.l indoctri­
nation, rocruiting, t~rrorism, andsmu11 seulo o.ttacl{s against 
US!J.RVU mili tary instnlllitions. 

includo: 
(b) Co.pabili tic s. Contil-lUoet hal'russinG actions 

a Sniping 
b Small sco.lo probin3 attncks 
c Usoof minos and booty-traps 
d Ambushes 
o Prop ngo.nd a. 
f Torrorism 
i" Nortn,r onc1 rockot a.ttuclcs 
h Attacks by firo 
I Recruiting 

(,) Vietl1c.;:llosO i~ttnCbmonts 

(a.) Intorpl'otE£,!. Tho Bc,tto.lion copleY'S (6) Ju1VN 
Interpretor s. Dfforts nrc continually being mauo to onsure 't;ha.t 
each of' tho rif'le cotll.J:Janies, tho Alpha Command nna tho S-, havo 
nt least on(;) qunlifiod ARVN Interprot(;7r. . 

5 
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Kit Carson Scouts. Tho Battalion is prosontly 

They havo boon assignod to tho 
in tho 3r-d Battalion, 5th Narinos 

(6) Enamy Lassos: 

KIA: 24 NVA KIA, 19 VC KIA 
POVJ~ 2 VC POlll's, 1 NVA :FOW 
DEr:. 16 

CHlEU HOI: 0 

(7) Heather 

( n) 
(b) 

(c) 

Ro.info.ll: lV!odoro.to 
Tonpero.turo: 
(1) Avg. High; 82 
(2) ii.vg. Low: 70 
LiGht: 
(1) i~v3. Sunrise; 
(2) Avg. Sunsot; 

to HoD,vy 

0638 
1827 

(8) Terrain. Tho tor-rain throuGh which tho Bnttalion 
movod, durin::; tho reportinG porio(1, variod from low aGricultural 
orens, to hiGh donso canopy. Tho lowlands were a sorios of rico 
paddies, hOllucts and troolines. Tho hi::;;h to:bWait· consistod of 
thick ov~rgrowth punctuated by 0. serios of trail networks. 
Approach routos in both aroas woro usually onemy fortifiocJ.. 

(9) Capturoc1 ·Woapons. Tho fo1101vin;j is the; totnJ. of 
weapons and oquipmont co.pturod by tho Battalion during October 1968: 

(n) 1{oapons. I SKS rifle, 1 1-1-1 carbine, 10 11K-47 
rifles, 29 ChiOom grenades, 1 N-26 grenado, 1 r-"I-14 riflo, 7 82m.nl 
mortar rounds, 627 AK-47 ro~!ds, 8 B-40 rocket rounds, 1 '~lm 
RR round, 75 7.62 red tracvr rounds,85 .50 cal. tracar rounds, 
30 12.7 HMG rounds, 4 AK-47 magazinos, 50 751i1T11 RR canisters. 

(b) .i.!.:guipIilent. 1 short Wo.vo ro.dio, 1 NS'A helmot, 
1 trani11stor radio. . 

(c) 182 GOQr. 5 pounds 

(d) Documonts. 18 pounds 

(e) Other. 24,395 Ibs of rice 
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c. Trainins 

(1) Training included lectures, demonstraticns, and/or 
practical applications in the following subjects: 

(a) Weapons 
{b} Radio Procedures 
(0) Spot Reports 
(d) FO & FAC Procedures 
(e) Field Communications r1Kpedients 
(f) Fam tiring of all individual and crew-served 

weapons. 
(g) Mines and booby traps 

(2) Seven Indoctrination Schools were conducted by ~th 
Marines. Classes on PO procedures, and on care and cleaning of 
the M-16 are included in the school syllabus. 

(3) Personnel attended the following schools: 

( a) Embarkation School 2 
( b) Staff NCO School 2 
(0) Basic Infantry Weapon School 1 
(d) Basic Ammo Tech 1 
(e) Basic Organic Supply 1 
(f) Oi'ficer Leadership School 2 
( g) NCO School 7 
(h) Career Advisors School 1 

d. Operations 

(1) 051830H Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, 5th Narines assumed 
OPCON Charlie 1/1. , 

(2) 060800H Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines chopped 
from Firth Marines to Seventh Marines. Operation MM1ELUKg THRUST 
temporarily terminated for this battalion and !vIAUI PEAK commenced. 

(3) l9l800H Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines reports 
OPCON to Fifth Marines and simultaneously chopped Charlie 1/1 
to Firat ~arines. Operation MAUl P .&AK terminated. 

(4) 21l50$H Oct 1968 3rd Battdlion, 5th Marines assumed 
OPCON Kilo company • .3rd Battalion, 5th Marines. 

(~) 231200H Oct 1968 Operation }i(AIViELUKE THRUST terrain­
ated, and Operation HENDBRSON HILL commenced • 
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:1 ~ ing the month of Oo~ober 3/5 was supported by 
..--- the 11th }larines. E 2/11 provided support from 6 to 19 October. 

General and direct support ~t.-;~ ~.l';)"i'. ,.... ~~_~ },lth .' 

•• 

IvIar-in.es for the remaining part of the month. Through the usa 
of a centralized battalion fire direction center, any battery in 
the battalion could be in our support at any given tUne. 

(2) There wore 2'1 observed missions nnd 19 unobserved 
missions, 26 whitG phosphorous, 2853 HE and 81 illumination. 
A total of 3106 rounds were fired in the illonth of October. 

(3) From 6 to 19 October 90;~ of tho missions utilized 
fuze delay which ha.d very effective results 'o~'en(mr.1 fortifications 
and bunkers accounting for the majority of targqts •. Fuze quick' 
reacted shililarly to that of VT fuse resulting in an nil' burst 
when detonated by tho 20 foot canopy. 

f. Air Support 

g. 

(1) Tactical Fixed iHng SUP1;:-ort 

(a) 9 FAC controlled 

(b) 23 TAO (A) controlled 

(2) Relico~ter Support 

(a) 12 Medovao missions 

(b) 2 T~ooplifts 

(3) ~!scellaneeus 

(a). 18 AO missions 

Communicat1ons . ... 

/ 

. .... 

(I) Supported Batt alion oPerati~~s wi th primary use of 
FM radio cOl',1r.1Unications (AN/PRC-25) 

(2) Thd.s oommand was supported by normal FiYi COtlUilUnications 
during the month of October. No major problems were experienoed. 

(3) AN!PPS-6 was used extensivoly in the defense posture 
of the An Ho a combat base • 
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h. Logistics 'fhe overall logistics status of the 
battalion is satisfactory. Battalion 5-4 has supported 
the battalion while in the field with resupplies on a 
d a.ily basi s • 

i. Civic Action 

(1) NEDCAI'S: 720 Vietnarllese l!Tationals were 
treated during the period covered. Medcaps were held 
at the Battalion C.i ~ area as well as the An HQ.J& U'EHl.. 

2.. CHRONOLOGlLOli pENTS. 

s.. 06 Oct 1968 

b. 16 Oct 1968 

c. 19 Oct 1968 

de. 23 Oct 1968 

9 

Operation M~~ELUKE THRUST 
temporarily terminated and 
Operation MAUl PEAK cotMllenced 

LtCol. H. E. ATKINSON 
assumed command of 3rd 
Battalion. 5th Harines 

Operation MAUI P~AK 
terminated 

Operation MAM~Lm\B THRUST 
terminatod and operation 
fml~j).~RS011 RILL commenced 
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