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lo Deglgnation (innmandany Period Govered

e ST VY T L L s

3rd Battalion, Fth Marines LiCol R. 4. SINMOUR To 150ct68
LtCol H, E. ATEINSON Fr 160ctb8

SUBORDINATE UNITS

TS Co 1stLt J. J. LAZARUS
Co il ‘ Capt M. A. GURROLA
fo TEE | Capt D. W. MIERS

Co *LM Capt R. G, SNOWDEN
o "m" | 1stLt B. P. BARROW

2s chaﬁigg; Quarig Nan Province, RVN.

30 LJUaff Of 1 LC s

30 Major E. F. HERTLING Jr.
o s CWO2 J. S. BISHSI
s-2 ~ 1lstLt K. J. SALAMON
S-3 R Majo:x.f W. F. BURT
s B lCapt J. D. WIOTIS
supplye "~ 1stLt G. C. PERREE
Comno . ' 1stLt C. A. MOORZ
MTO ' lstLt J. D. ANDERSON

L, Average Monthly Strength.,

U USN
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PART T

ST 24 10N AT, DATA
1o Degirmatiorn (rmanden Peoriod Govered

2»d Battaiion, Sth Marines LiCol R. A. SEYMOUR To 150ct68
LtCocl E. Eo ATEINSON Fr 160ct68

SUBORDINATE UNITS

m%S Co  1stLt J, J. LAZARUS
Co Ny Capt M. A. GURROLA
> YE© ' Capt D. W. MYERS

Co LW Capt R. G. SHOWDEN
Co "M 1stLt B. P, BARRON

2, Location. Quang Nam Province, RVN,

3. Staff Officers

X0 Mo jor E. F. HERTLING Jr.
Sl | Cwo2 J, S. BISESI

s-2 - 1stLt K. J. SALAMON

s-3 | "‘ﬁaerJWi F. BURT
s Capt 3. D. NIOTIS
Sﬁppiyow R }iégLf G;‘é; ﬁEﬁREE
Commo - il 1stLtC. Al MOORE

MTO - | 18tLt Je D 'ANDERSON

L. Averase Monthly Strength.

. UMe : USH.. . . .
~ OFF  EiL OFF  ENL - ST
3 119 3088
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PART 11
NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1., The Battalion's Officor shortages aro cne Gapt 0202,.41)
Capt, (7) Lts 0302, (1) 1 Capt 0402, (1) 1. Capt 2502. The
Battalion enlisted shortages are (2) 2 GyS—+ 0369 and (24)

SFtS 03's, The Battalion has 70% of it8:M/L ﬂtrangbh of" Lts. 03!3
93p of its M/L strength in Staff NCO's 0369 and YL4% of its :
M/L strength of Szts 03'8.

2+ Operation MAMEILUK: THRUST, in which this Battalicn partlclpntod,
terminated on 23 October 1968, The Battalion particlp ited in
Operation MAUI PEAK from 6 tc19 October 1968 uncer the opcratlonal
contrcl of the 7th larines. The Battalion is presently engaz

in Operation HENDERSOH HILL which coummenced on 23 October 1938.

3. HRoegimental Indoctrination School was attended -by all newly
Joined persomnel., After Operation MAUI PZEAK the Battalion \
spent six days of rehabilitetion and training at AN HOA,. "
Training ccnsisted of firing individual weapons, instructions in
eneniy mines and booby traps, patrclling, ambushes, FO and FAC
_procedurocs, anc cstablishment of defensive positions. Addition=--
ally, all radio opoerators attendéd an intensive three day course

in communication techniques and procedures ccnfucted by the
Battalion Comwmunications Chief.
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PART III
SEQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVINTS

1. Iopics

ae' Persomnel and Adninistration

(1) The Battalion began the wonth o¢f October with an
on board sbtrength of 33 Marine Officors, 1155 Marine Inlisted, 2
Navy Officers, and 55 liavy inlisted. Tho current cn board strength
is 28 Marine Officors, 1209 Marine Linlisted, 3 Navy Officers, and
60 Wavy Enlisted.

(2) The current sffective strength of the Fattalion is
23 Marine Officers, and 946 Marine Enlistoed.

(3) Five Marine Officers, and 46 Marine Enlisted
rotated durin: Octobor 1968,

MOS NUMB&R MOS NUMB &R

0302 L 0369 2
3002 1 2111 1
0231 1l 2531 1
0311 28 30l 1
0331 2 3051 2
o341 2 5371 3
0351 2 3531 1
(4) Critical MOS shortages are shown bolow:
MCS  M/L OH SHORTAGES
0130 2 1 1Lt
0202 1 0 1 dept
0302 32 24 1 Capt, 7 Lts
ojoz 1 0 1 Copt ‘
0351 146 130 3 Sgts, 5 Cpls, 8 LCpls
3011 8 i 2 Cplg, 2 LCpls
(5) Casualties
KIA 10
DOW ’ ' 1
NON HOSTILE DEATHS 1
WIA {EVAC) 3l
WIANE 27
oW TOSTILLE WCUNDED 21
T4 . 0 - |
DAX . 0
L

TNCLO SURE (1)
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be Intellizenco

(1) Perscanel

(a) During the month of October 1968, the Battalion
Intelligonco Section lost one Sgt/0311, cno Gpl/OBhl and ohe
Cpl/0311. Durin; the samo period, cne Sit/0311 and LCpl/0331
were joined.

(b) During the roporting voriocd, cne Interrogator
Translator Tcam was effectively employed.

(2) Colloction. During the reportin, poriod, the main
efforts have boen as follows:

(a) Znemy Order cf Battlc
(b) Znomy Infrastructuroe
(¢) Rico denial

(3) Theo Battalion S-2 Scction ccnducted daily Commander
and Staff briefings during Octcber 1968.

(4) Eneny sctivity

(a) Syncpsis, During the roporting poriod
enemy activity consistod of feood gathering, political indoctri-
nation, recruiting, terrorism, and small scalo attaclts against
US/ARVN military installations.

(b) Copabilities. Continucd harrassing actions

includo:

Mortar and rocket attacks
Lttacks by fire
Reeruiting

a Sniping

5 Small scale probing attocks
¢ Usc of mines and booby=-traps
d Ambushes

¢ Fropagaonda

I Terrcrism

I

h

I

(5) Viectnamese ittachments

(a) Interpreters. The Battalion emplceys (6) ARVH

Interprctcrs. Dfforts are ccntinually being mado to censure that
ach of tho rifle companles, the ilpha Command and the S-5 havo

at loast one qualificd ARVN Interpreter.

5
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)
omploying (6T &

Kit Carson Scouts.
t Carscn Scouts.

The Battalion is preosontly
Thoy have bocn assignod to the

four rifle companics working in the 3rd 2Battalion, Sth Marincs

Area of Operations.

(6) Eneomwy Lossos:

KIA: 2L NV4 KXI4, 19 VC KIA
POW: 2 VC POW's, 1 HMVA FOW
DET: 16
CHIEU EOI: ©
(7)) Weather
(2) Rainfall: Modcrato to Hoavy
(b) Teupecraturc:
(1) Avg. High; 82
(2) 4Avges Low: 70
(c) Light:
(1) 4vz. Sunrise; 0638
(2) Avg. Sunscts 1827
(8) Terrain. The terrain through which the Battalion

movod, during tho roporting poriod, varicd from low agricultural
arcas, to hizgh donso canopy. Thce lowlaonds werc a series of rice
pacddies, hamlets and troolines. Tho high tobwaik consisted of
thick overgrowth punctuated by a sorics of trall networks.
Approach routes in both arsas wore usually enemy fortifiod,

(9} Capturcd Weapons. The follewing is the total of
weapons and ogquipment capturcd by the Battalion during October 1968:

(a) Wcapons. 1 SKS rifle, 1 M=l carbine, 10 AK=L7
rifles, 29 ChiCom grenades, 1 M-26 gronadc, 1 M-l rifle, 7 82an
mortar rounds, 6527 AK-47 rounds, 8 B-LO rocket roundés, 1 57mm
RR round, 75 7.62 red trace.r rcunds,85 .50 cal. tracer rounds,

30 12.7 EMG rounds, 4 AK=-U47 magazines, 50 75mm RR canisters.

(L)

1 transister radio.

fquirment. 1 short wove radio, 1 H¥YA helmet,

(c) 782 Gear. 5 pounds
(¢) Documents. 18 pcunds
(e) Other. 24,395 1ts of rice

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

. [T RS L OPE )
‘. B A

¢, Training

(1) Training included lectures, demonstraticns, and/or
practical applications in the following subjects:

Weapons

Radio Procedures

Spot Reports

FO & FAC Procedures

Field Communicatlions iExpedlents

Fam Liring of all individual and crew-served

PN ., P P P g,
HO Q0 O'M®
e s St Vaget” “tag” “amtt?

weapons.
(g) Mines and booby traps

(2) Seven Indoctrination Schools were conducted by Sth
Marines, Classes on FO procedures, and on care and cleaning of
the M=-16 are included in the school syllabus.

(3) Personnel attended the following schools:

Embarkation School

Staff NCO School

Bagic Infantry Weapon School
Basic Armo Tech

Basic Organic Supply

Officer Leadership School
NGO School

Career Advisors School

P P . P~ P ., P
S O 0 0D
N Yt Nt S vt gt vttt S
=t =3 ) kPO N

d. Operations
(1) 051830H Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines assumed
OPCON Charlie 1/1.

(2) 060800H Oct 1968 3rd Battaliom, 5Sth Marines chopped
from Fi¥fth Marines to Seventh Marines. OCperation MAMELUKZ THRUST
temporarily terminated for this battalion and MAUI PZ4K commenced.

(3) 191800HE Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines reports
OPCON tc Fifth Marines and simultansously chopped Charlie 1/1
to First Marines. Operation MAUI PSAK terminated,

(L) 211505H Oct 1968 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines assumed
OPCON Kilo company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines.

(5) 231200E Oct 1968 Operation MAMELUKE THRUST termin-
ated, and Operation HENDERSON HILL commenced.

B A
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I o ing the month of Qotober 3/5 was supported by

the 11th Marines., £ 2/11 provided supyort from 6 to 19 October.
General and direcct support wer proviToo T Ul 1%k .

Marines for the remaining part of the month. Throuzh the use

of a centrallged battalion fire direction center, any battery in
the battalion could be in our support at any given time.

(2) Therc wore 27 observed missions ond 19 unobserved
missions, 26 whits phosphorous, 2853 HE and¢ 81 illumination.

A total of 3106 rounds were fired in the mcnth of October.

(3) From 6 to 19 October 90% cof tho missions utilized
fuze delay which had very effective results ofd encmy fortifications
and bunkers accounting for the majority of bargots. TFuze duick -
reacted similarly to that of VI fuse resulting in an Air burst
whon detonated by tho 20 foot canopy.

f. Alr Support

(1) Tactical Pixed Wing Suprort

(a) 9 PFAC controlled
(b) 23 TAC (A) controlled

(2) Helicopter Support
-~ (a) 12 Medevac missions
(b) 2 Trooplifts ,
(3) Miscellaneseus |
(a) . 18 A0 missions

g+ Communications

(1) Supported Bettalion oparatlons with primary use of

FM radic coumunications (AH/PRC=25)

(2) This command was supported by normal FM communlcutlons
during the ncnth of October. No major problems were experienceds

(3) AN/PPS~6 was used extensivoly in the derense posture
of the An Hoa ccmbat base.
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h, Logistics The overall logisties status of the
battalion is satisfactory. Battalion S~} has supportad
the battalion while in the field with resupplies on a
daily basis,

i, Civic Aeticn

(1) MEDCAPS: 720 Vietnamese ationals were
treated during the period covered. Medcaps were held
at the Battalion C.EF. area as well as the An Hoa: e,

2. CERONOLOGY: OF EVENTS.

]

ae 06 Oct 1968 Operation MAMEZLUKE THRUST
temporarily terminated and
Operation MAUI FPEAK commenced

be 16 Oct 1968 LtCol. He E. ATKINSON
assumed - command of 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marines

¢e 19 Oct 1968 Operation MAUI PEAK
terminated
d. 23 Oct 1968 Operation MAMHSLUKYE TERUST

terminatod and operation
HENDZRSCN HILL commenced
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