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From: Comwianding Officer

To: Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein) FuF

Via: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines

Subj: Commantd Chronology for the period of 01l00C1H to .j//
302l100H November 1968 i

Ref: (g) MCO 5750.2A4
‘ (v) FMF PacO 5750.8
{c) DivD 5750.2B

Encl: J(l) Command Chyrpnolosy Report 'ﬂ;xr R WQQLJ&bT%ﬁ“;a)
TR Gk ATE A B Bk { Ot o Lo i e
‘L. In accordance with the provisions of referenﬁz%?a), (b),

and (c¢), the Command Chronology for the month of November
1968 is hereby submitted.

. 2. Upon reuoval of enclosure (1), this letter is downgraded
to unclassifieda
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.'l i &J ﬁ“Lv PART 1

.. ORGANIZATICHAL DATA
W LT
1, Desuﬁnﬂ*ﬂﬂﬁ : Commander Period Coversd

3rd Battalion, S5th Marines LtCol H., Z. ATKINSON

SUBORDINATE UNITS

E&S Co lstLt J. J. LAZARUS

Co "I%’ Capt M. A. GURROLA

Co "g" ‘ Capt D. W. MEYERS To 20Nov68
lstlt W. W. RIGGS Fr 21Nové8

Co "L Capt %. G. SNOWDE

Co "M" 1stlt 5. P. BARRON

2. Location. GQuang Nam Province, RVN.

3, Staff O0fficers.

X0 ' Major E. F. HSRTLING Jr.
S-1 CWO J. S. BISESI To 29Nov6d
’ 1stLt W. G. BINES Jr. Fr 30Nov68 -

8-2 1stLt K. J« SALAMON

S=3 Major W, F. BURT

sS-L Capt J. D. NIQOTIS To 21NMov68
: : 1stLt W. C. BOEY Fr 22Nové68

Supply0 _ 1stLt G. C. FERRELE

C om0 1stLt C. A, MOORE To 1lHové8

1stLt D. W. RODDY Fr 2Nov68
MTO : letLt J. D. ANDERSON To 29Hov68

J
1stLt @, C. FERREE  Fr 30Nové8

Lo Average lonthily Strength.

UsMC USN
OFF ENL OFF  ENL
30 1160 -3 g7
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: - PART II
¢ DHBLASSTFRED—
| NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. The Battalionts officer shortages are one WO 0130, one Capt
0202, three Capts, 5 Lts 0302, and "1 Capt 0402, The Battalion
enlisted shortages are; three GySgt 0369, 3 SSgt 0369, and 51
Sgtts 03's. The Battalion has 79% of its M/L strength of Lt's
03, 71% of its M/L strength in Staff HCO's 0369, and 39% of its
M/L strength in Sgt's 03,

Mﬂmlﬂmwwvﬁ-‘lﬂw
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% W&L Sl PART III
e I "I+'SEGUBNTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNLFICANT EVENTS
}f_Topics

a. Personnel and Administration

(1) The Battalion began the month of November with an on
board strength of 28 Marine Officers, 1209 Marine Enlisted, 3 Navy
Officers, and 60 Navy Enlisted. The current on board strength is
30 Marine Officers, 1122 Marine Enlisted, 3 Navy Officers, and
57 Navy Enlisted.

(2) The current effective strength of the battalion is
22 Marine Officers, and 947 Marine enlisted.

(3) L9 Marine enlisted rotated during November 1968,

MOS8 NUMBER MOS  NUMBER
0311 26 2511 2
0331 2 2531 2
0311 2 2533 2
0351 4 2519 1
0369 2 252 2
2111 2 3041 1

. 3516 1

(4) Critical MOS shortages are shown below:
MOS8 M/L OH SHORTAGES

0202 1l 0 1 Capt

0302 32 2L 3 Capts, 5 Lts

0j02 1 0 1 Capt

0311 586 559 27 sgts

2531 33 28 1 LCpl, L4 Pfec

3041 8 4 1 8gt, 3 Cpl
- (5) Casualties

KIA 11l

DOW 0

NMON HOSTILE DEATHS 0

WIia (EVAC) 15

WIAWE 28

NON HOSTILE WOUNDED 6

MIa 0

Dal 1

% bi (i!
(] . L w-m
' ENCLOSURE (1)
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(a) Dizizm. sto teonch of Hevenb . r 1968, the Battalion In=
telligence Section lost one Sgt/0311 RTD, one Cpl/0311 WIA, cne
SSgt/ARVN XIA Interpreter, one SSgt/ARVN Interpreter transfered,
and one Kit Carson Scout KIA. During the same period, one Sgt/0231,
two PPC's/0311 ancd one Kit Carson Scout were joined.

(b) During the reporting period, cne Intoerrogater Trans-
later Team, one U, S, Army HB Team and one Sniper squad were en-
ployed for portions of the reporting period.

(2) Collection. During the reporting periocd, the main coll-
ection efforts have been mads as follows:

(a)  Enemy Order of Battle
(b) Enemy Infrastructure
{c) Znemy supply denial
(d) PSYOPS operations

(3) The Battalion $S-2 Section ccnducted daily Command and Staff
‘ briefings durinz November 1968.

(L) Enemy Activity.

(a) Synopsis. During the roporting pericd, enemy activity
consisted of food gatheoring, terrcrism, small scale attacks against
US/ARVN military installations, and stepped up mining and booby
trapping reciruiting and political indoctrination.

(b) Capabilities. Continued harrassing acticns include:

Mortar and rocket attacks
Attacks by fire
Recruiting

a2 Sniping

© Small scale probing ativacks
¢ Use of mines and booby=-traps
d Ambushes

8 Propaganda

I Terrorism

Z

h

L
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. T8y " Visthamese Attachments.

(a) Interpreters. The Battalion 1s presently employing
() ARVH Interpreters. This reporting period one interpreter was
transfered and one interpreter was KIA. ZEfforts are being made
to obtein (2) additional interpreters in order that each of the
rifle companics, tha Alpha Command and the S-5, have at least ones
gqualified ARVN Interpreter.

(b) Kit Carson Scouts. 7The Battalion is presently em=
ploying (6) Kit Carson Scouts. During the reporting period, the
Battalion lost one KCS KIA and joined one KCS in his place. The
Kit Carson Sccuts hove been assignsd to the four rifle companies
of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines.

(6) Enemy Lossos:

KIA: 7 NVA KIA, 10 VC KIA, 9 BNR
POW: 0
DET : 5

CEI&AU HOL: O
(7) Weether.

(a) Rainfall: MNModerate to Heavy
(b) Temperaturec )
. (1) avg. High; 84
(2) Avg. Low; 72

(8) Terrain. Ths terrain throush which the Battalion moved
during the reporting period, was, for tho most pgrt low agricule
tural erea. This usually flat terrain is a series of rice paddies,
hamlets and treelinses. A portion of thse torrain covered was in ?

mountainous canopy. Approach routes were usually mined or booby~
trapped., ‘ '

(9) Captured Weapons. The fcllowing 1s the tctal of weapons
and equipment captured by the pattalion during November 1968:

Qe WGapons. 1 LAAW, 7 ChiCom grenades, 4l0 AK-i47 rounds,
1 60mm Mortar round, 1 80mm Hortar round, 2 82mm Mortar rounds, 1
M-79 round, 1 20 pound becx mine, 1 20 pound anti-personnel mlne, '
and 2 k=26 grensdes.

- be Hguipment. 1 radio, 3 percussion ceps, and 1 roll
trip wire.

c. 182 ar.
pounas black pajams'sga

ENCLOSURE (1)
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d. Doeumonts. 18 pounds with cnumy wap ané 1 wallet with
7 VC names.

o« Othor, 11,200 pounds rice, 30 pounds corn ané 1l sswing
machine.

¢e Training

(1) Training included lecturcs, demeonstraticns, and/or
practical applications in the fcllowing subjects:

(a) Weagpons

(o) Radic Procsdures

{c) Spct Reports

(d}) PO & FaC Procedurss

(o) Pield Communicaticns Zxpedients

(f) Pan firing of all individual and crew-served wcapcn’
(g) HMines and booby traps

(2) Seven Indcetronation Schools were conducted bi Sth
Marines. Clasgses on FC prccedures, and cn care and cleaning of the
M-16 are included in the schocl syllabus.

(3) Personncl atteonded the fcllowins schools:

NCO Scheol 8
Off'icor Leadership Schocl

itogistered Fublications Scheol 1
SNCO School 1.
1
1

Kit Carson Secocut Schocl
Anmc Tech School

P R N e
Ho 0 oo
M M e Mt S et

d. Operations.

(L) At 051530H Nov 68 3rd sattalion, Sth Marines, chopped
company India to lst Battalion, Sthn Marines.

(2) 4t OB1lyOCE Nov 68 1lst Battalicn, Sth Marinos chopped
company India to 3rd HBattalion, Sth sarincs.

(3) At 180900E Nov 68 3rd Battalicn, Sth Marines choppod
company kiks to 5th karines. ,

(4) At 161200H Nov 68 3ra Battalicn, 5th Marines assumed
OFCON ccmpzny Bravo lst Sattalion, 5th larines.

(5) At 200800H Nov 68 3rd Battalicn, 5tl. larines chopped
tc lst Marines. Opsraticn FENDZRSON HILL bterminated ancé gperation
MEADE RI1VEH cosinencou. . .

G
s it A

& R L.
% 5 2
4 R
. & - A e ETER
-‘57' .. i
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o AFELIYSFY Siupport

_ (1) The 2nd Battaliom, 1llth larines provided direct support
to the Battalion for Operation HENDERSOW HILL during 1-19 November.
In eddition to L,632 H&I rounds fired, 1,438 rounds of HE, 150
rounds of WP and 37 rounds of illumination were fire on 76 called
missions, 52 observed and 24 unobserved,

(2) The 1st Battalion, 1llth Marines provided direct support
and the lith Battalion, 1llth Marines provided general support to
the Battalion for Operation MEADE RIVER during the last eleveon dggs
of November. These units fired 1,632 rounds of HE, 165 rounds of
WP and 14 rounds of illumination on 72 observed and eight unobser-
ed migsions,

r (3) A total of 8,066 rounds were fired in support of this
Battalion,

f. Air Support

(1) Tactical Fixed Wing Support

(a) 19 TAC (A) controlled
(b) 6 FAC controlled

(2) Helicopter Surport

(a) 2 Medevac missions
(b) 6 Huey zun strikes

(3) Miscellaneous

(a) 34 AO missions

(b) 15 Spook§ missions
(c) M'Flare ship missions
(d) 2 V.R. missions

(e) 12 Admin missions

(f) 6 V.1I.P. missions

g. Communications

. (1) Supported Battalion operations with primary use of
FM radio cormunications (AN/FRC-25) ’ e e :

o

ENCLOSURE (1)
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{2) This command was supportod by radic relay communications
'1n the month ¢f November (AN/PCC-1, AN/TRC=27) Negative comm with
AN/TRC=27 which was believed to be lack of coordinaticn and fail-
ure tc bring sparc parts.

(3) AN/PP8~-6 was used exteonsively in the defense of the
AN Hoa Combat Base and the perimeter ¢f the Battalicn Forward Come
mand Post on operation MEADE RIVER.

he. Logistics

(1) Goneral, The overall logistic status cf the battalion
is satisfactory. Battalion S-l has supported the battalion whilec
in the field with rosupplies on a daily basis.

(2) Supply Situaticn. This command is currently shcrt five
Blmm Mortar tubes., This shcrtage is cn crdor at FLC Maintenance
mlcat (MC 135), on dccument Nc, 8312-3816 covered by cur letter
21/GCF/rdb over U400, dated 7 November 1968,

(3) Motor Transport. Thres items cf test equipmont, Test
set tack and dwecll, Low Voltage Circuit Tester, and adaptor set
Electric, have boen requisiticned, and are ccnsidercd essehtial to
the efficiency of the motor transpcrt scction.

One M-107 {Watcr Trailer) has beon on crder for the past six
.months. This eescntial item has not boen reccived to date.

i. Clvic Acticn
(1) MEDCAPS: 460 Vietnamese Nationals were trcated auring
the poriod covered. Medcaps Wwere held at tho sattalicn C.P. areca
as well as the an Hoa cres.

2. CHROHNOLOUY OF EVLNTS

as 20 Nov 1948 Oporation HENDZRSON HILL tormin-
ated anéd Operation MEADE RIVER
commenced

be 30 Nov 1968 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines cone

tinues on Operation HMEADE RIVER

{GNCLASSIFIED
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- HEADQUARTERS ‘
3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
; 1st Marine Division (Rein) MF
M FP0 San Francisco, California 96602

3/WFB/rm
3121
10 Dec 1968
From: Commanding Officer
To ¢ Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein) FMF

Via: Cdmmanding Officer, 5th Marines

STH BIAR G&O FilES

Subj: Combat After Action Report
Ref: (a) Division Order 3480.14 ‘ )¢ ‘
(b). S5th Marines 0p0 7-68 k | @O '7?17— gg,
gcg éth Marines Frag0 99-23 |
- \d th Marines Fregd 100- ‘ ¥ an /
(e) 5tk Marines Fragd 101-6¢ Jﬁﬁ?‘i’ &@'//@F /7
(f} 5tk Marines Frag0 102-60
(g) 6Sth Marines Frag0 103-68
~ (h)} 5th Marines Fragl 104-68
(1) th #darines Fragd 105-68 .
o (j) G5th Marines Fregd 106-63 3/ S_J
%k% g"ch Marines Frag0 1og-2g § s{c
1 th HMarines Frag0 106~ o . -
(m) 5Sth idarines Fragd 109-68 @” 31 6 - ﬁ 8 e
(n) 5th Marines Fragd 111-68 ;
(o) 5th iiarines Frag0 112-68  CCryy |3 of
(p) 5th ilarines Fragd 202-008 — corms
Encl: J(1) Area of Operation
A2) 3rd Battelion, Sth Marines Fragd 1-69) , .
#(3) 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines FragQ 7-69 %A
/(L) 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines Fragl 8-69 { o .
/(5) 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines Frag0 9-69 . .«
A6) 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines Fragd 10-69 | . levr
v(7) 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines Fraz0 11-69

1. Name of Operation: Operation HENDERSON HILL

2. Dates of Operation: 231200H Oct to 062400H Deo 1968

3. Location: Duy Xuyen, Duc Duc, Dien Ban Districtts QJuan Nam
Provincas, RVN ‘

L. Control of Command Headquarters: 6th liarines

® | LICLASSTPTEY

§OWHG A1 7T AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLAS i ... 1 12 YEARS,
‘ DOD DIR 3200.10

s A dal

Ly
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6.

P

Task Orzonization:

BH&S Co

Co

Co

Co

Co

7.

Marines, in

Det,
Det,
Det,

I

Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,

L

Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,

X

Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,

M
Det,
Det,
Det,
Det,

Supp

Btry F, 2nd Bn. 1llth Marinecs
Company C, lst Eng. Bn.
Company B, 1lst Shore Party Bn.

H&S Co 3/5.

Company C, lst Eng. Bne

Btry F, 2nd Bn. 11th Marines
Company B, lst Shore Party Bn.

H&S Co 3/5

Btry ¥, 2nd Bn. 1lth Marines
Company C, lst Eng. Bn.,
Company B, lst Shore Party Bn,

Captt Do W. MEYERS

H&S Co 3/5

Btry F, 2nd Bn. 1llth Marines
Company G, 1lat Eng. Bn.
Compeny B, lst Shore Party Bn.

lstLt, B. F. BARRON
H&S Co 3/5
Btry P, 2nd Bn. 1lth Marines
Company C, 1lst Eng. Bn.
Company B, lst Shore Party Bbn.

orting Forces

8a

5. Roporting Officor: LtCol. H., E. ATKINSON
. 3rd Battalion, Sth Marines
LtCol. H. E, ATKINSON

Artillory. During the operation, the 2nd Battalion, 1llth

irect support firsed a total of 1,438 rounds of HE,

150 rounds of WP and 37 rounds of illumination on 52 observed and

2l unobserved missions,

Thero weore 4,632 H&I rounds fired.

DECLASSIFIED

Most unobserved migssions were S-2 targets.
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b. Air

(1) On Operation HENDERSON HILL there wore no transport
helicopters used for trocp transport during the operation.

A (2) A total of three flights of fixed wing woere flown on
Cperation HENDERSON HILL. All were TAC (4).

(3) A total of 18 médovacs were conducbed: 5 emergencies,
9 priorities, and I routines.

(4) A4 total of nine AO's were utilized to control air
strikes and recon wissicns.

8. 1Intellisence

as During Operation HENDEZRSON HILL, 3rd Battalion, S5th Mariner
conducted offensive operations in tho assigned A0 to seek, and
destroy or capbure enemy forccs, weapons, material, and positions.
Within the HENDERSON HILL AC, village PSYOPS opuraticns were held,
providing the Babttalion with incrcased lmowledge of Enemy Infrast-
ructure,

b. The following cnemy units were idontified as being dlup08u0
throughout the HENDERSON HILL AO:

1. Elements of the R-20 Bn, 38th Regiment

2. Blements of the 1-81 LF Co.

3« Elcments of the 36th Roegiwment, 308th NVA Division
li. Elemonts of the Q-82 LF Co.

5. Elemonts of the Q-83 LF Co.

ce Colloection and Dissemination

(1) Durlnb the reporting purlod 3rd Battallon, 5th Marin-
es had 1 NVA POW and 7 cetalnoes.

- (2) Captured documents included: Map of unlmown base aren.
list of V€ names, encmy casualities, orders, tax rocords, pcrsonnclt
lotters and propaganda. All documents were forwarded to 13 ITT.

(3) Captured weapons included: 1 LAAW

{4) Other captured equipment included the following:

a. Ordance- 9 ChiCom gronades, 4410 AK-L7 rounds, 1
60mm Morter round, 1 B8lmm Mortar round, 2 82mm Mbrtar rounds, 1

’ .

3 . eam——

Aﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ
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M-79 round, 1 20 pcund box mine, 1 20 pouhd anti-porsonnol mine, 2
M=-26 prenades, ond 2 porcussion caps.

b, Captured equipment- 1 radic, 1 roll trip wire, 8 packs,
ga21ncs. 25 pounds black pajana's, 1 bed roll, 1 canteen
uniform, 1,000 multi-vitanin tablets, 56 vials of vit-
orai L wigls of streptomyecin, 1,000 C and P tablets, 23
vidi s serum~zlucosc, 100 tablets chloroculne

=TS

¢. 7ocd cashes~ 11,405 pounds rice
{5) Total enocny losses were: 24 VG/FVA confirmed.

9. Missicn

’3
")

Sonduct offensive operations in tho assigned 20 to seek, aond
destroy o» capturec onemy forcss, woapons, material, andé poesiticns

1Cs Concept of Operaticns

{“) Establish a base of operations at My Son (1) and concduct
ocffonsive oporatlons to destroy the enony in the Southorn AD.

{2) Frovide scecurity for daily mine sweep opecrations to clear
Libarty R d from An Hoao to the northern boundary of thce Bne AC.

{3) ZXeep Liberty Road cpen within the Bn. Ao and protcct
friendly ccnvoys &Y constant surveillance and interdiction of enumy
threats to the road with day OF's and night ambushes; and patrols
along the axls of the road.

1l Exeention

i e a2 ———

a,. 27 Oct 1968

(1) At 270500 India 3/5 at Coord. AT906510. While in nich
defense position clemonts of India detected movement. Elomsnt
threw one hand grenade in the directicn of the movement. A patrol
at flrst light found one celderly VO male whwo had becn injurcd by
the hand grenade. It is belicved the victim loft his houvée to nalk.
a head-call. Corpanan tended the wounded. Will be medevaccd 1if
neccessary.

(2) At 2706L0H Lima 3/5 at Coord. AT904523. Obscrved app-
roximately ten VC, five in black and five in white, one observed
with rifle. PFired on snemy with smell ormias Pfire and called in
artillery. Results not observed.

DECLASSIFIED
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(3) 4t 271220H Lima 3/5 at Coord. AT907526. While seerch~
ing out aren, discoverod six jars and 2l onc hundrud pound tins -
filled with milled rice. Jars md tins wore buried in the ground
outside of hooctches., ondition of rice containscrs made retrogade
infeasiblo. Dunped Plﬁg in river.

(L) At 271740H Lima 3/5 ct Coord. AT9OLE L. Unit was
checking hooches in orea of ccrdon and discovered enomy medlcal
supply, documents, and clothos in hootch. Two fouales beleived
to be VC nurses were fcund in the same hooteh, Dotained suspects
anG destroyed medical supplies and turned documents into S«2.

2 femele dotainecs, 1,C0C0 tablets of chloroguine, 23 vials of
serum= glucose, ¢ and P tablets 1,000, 2l vials of streptomyecin,
56 vials of vitanin B-12, 1,000 1l ti-vitanin teblets, 1 nurse
uniform ‘

(5) At 271810H 3/5 CP ot Coord, AT90652i. Villager found
in A0 was interrogatod by ITT and subseqUontly reloased. During
novement o Kilcts position same suspcet was found in hootch aleng
with the following NVA gear; 1 ChiCom pcuch, 1 pack, 1 unifoim.

VC suspect presuntly being detained for evac to An Hoa. 1 ChiCom
pouch, 1 pack, 1 uvniform

(6) At 272300H 3/5 CP at Coorcd. AT899512. While on nisht
movement meving in scuthern direction, received smell arms and
autometic fire both sides of column, Nc cnemy observed., Egtimated
enemy to be squad size. Returned small armis and antomatic fire.
Enemy broke contact. 3 URC WIAE, 1 USMC WIANE

b. 28 0ct 1968

(1) At 2801301 like 3/5 at Coord. AT887500. On night
mnovenent to objectlvo, point element trippod unknown oexplcsive
device suspected to be booby trapped 105mm round. Searched aroa
of explosion which was devastated over a 10 meter diomobtor area.
7 USMC WIAE

(2) 4t 280700H Kilo 3/5 at Coord. AT888502. While moving
to objective rear guard sighted 10 VC hcoading north. One con=
firmed having weapon. Took enemy under fire with small arms ond
automatic weepons fire and 60mm mcrtar fire. VC flcd, Negative
results, : )

- (3) At 2807505 Lima 3/5 at Coord. AT86649L. While ostab-
llshing gssignod corden Marine tripped what was belecived t0 bo an
M=-33 fragmentatxon grenade with trip wire. Threo harlnos wore
injured. - 3 USMC WIAE .
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cs 30 Oct 1968
(1) At 3022107 India 3/95 o6 Cocrd, AT952476. While

moving to objectivs, pcint clemoav of column cano upon apparent
but not alort cutpost of 3-4 enecwy. Elemcnt of India threw one
hand gronade ond deliverocd cbout 20 rounds small eris fire at
oneny. Contact broken as cnemy “led, no definite diroction,
Searchel cut erea, 1 bed rcll with plastic cover, 2 bags rice, 1°
ChiCom grenade; 1 cantoen cup :

d. 31 Oct 1968

(1) 4t 311240% Lima 3/5 ot Cocrd. 4T935488. Sizhtod
five cneny wearing packs running tres tc tree in easterly direction
Fired small armue fire and called for artillery, Nogative results.

(2) &t 311310% liike 3/5 ot Coord. AT930494. Spotted L-5
enemy running tree tc tree in northerly dircction with packs.,
Fired M~60 wmachinegun fire. Noegative rosults,

(3) At 3113455 India 3/5 at Ccord. AT9004ES. Spottod
fcur oncmy running in easterly directicn. Fired seven rounds 60mm
mortar in vicinity of enemy sightings. WNegative rosults, .

: (4) At 31170CH Mike 3/5 at Coord. AT938498. While con~
soladating at Reogimontal Objective 5, cluments of Miko saw about
40 tc 50 encmy flecing to north, northwest and wost across a rice
paddy. Bnemy was droessed in white top and bleack bottoms. Fired
10 rounds of 60mm ncrtar fire and 500 to 600 rounds of T.62 firo

'killing =ix enemy. 6 VC KIA confirmed

(5) At 311730H Lima 3/5 at Coord. AT90650l. Spotted
20-25 oneiny drossed in white running in northwest direcection, Did
not cbserve packs or weapons. Tock cneuy under fire with small
arms and avbomabtic weegpons fire and 60mm wmortars. 7 VC/NVA KIA
confirmned

(6) At 311815H Indig 3/5 at Coord., AT954508., Whilo on
mcve to Rogimental Objective 6, captured onc NVA in bunker. NVA
was taken from bunker ané is being held at India's position await-
ing evacuction tomorrow. NVA had no documcnts op no woapon. 2
ChiCom grenades, 2 4K=Q7 magazines, 782 goar

e« 01 Nov 1968

(1) . At 011710H 3/5 CP at Coord. AT938i98. While conduct=-
ing operations, groups of 3-li enemy por group ran from trecline
in a west to northweat diroction. As cach grouping emecrged from
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treeline they'were taken under fire with small armé end automatie
weapons fire and 60mm and 8lmm mctarse. 300 Ak<47 rcunds, 6 ChiCon
gronades, 4 packs - ‘

(2) ‘At 011100H lMike 3/5 at Coord. AT950505. Discovered
geveral small caches of rice hidden thrcushout area. Destroyed
all of the ricc. 65-6 tens of rice

(3) At O11135H ilike at Cocrd. AT94S5505. While conducting
search Mike founG three tons cf rice in three c¢ifferent cachos,
in arcunc hcotchs Rice destroyed. 3 tons cf rice

(L) At 011205H India 3/5 at Coord. AT953517. While con=
Cucting a letter size sweep tc northwest in vicinity of above
ccordinctes, twe pecks were found with ¢bout 100 rcunds cf AK-47
ammo cond Coeuments. Included in woewments was a map showing
ercas of possible penitraticns intc unknewn c¢cmpcuncd. Deocuments
turned cvoer tc S-2 sccut, will te tasged and evaced as scon as
pcssible. 100 AK-47 rcunds, documents

(5) A4t OL1704H Incia 3/5 at Ccord. AT952509. While con-
Gucting search ¢f objective 9, 60mm and Slmw mertar rcunds“were
fcund., Mortars woere American made. Destrcyed in place. 1 60mm
an¢ 1 81rm mortar round

(6) At 012200H Mike 3/5 at Ccord, AT938498. While Mike
was settlng in Gefense perimeter two possible NVA walkeld up to
the Northeast porticn cf perimeter, Tock cnemy under fire, checke!
out area. Found cne bundle of assortcd clothing, 1 raciv, and
2 bass of ccecuments woizhing approximately 10 pcunds

fo 04 Nov 1968

(1) At O040835H Lime 3/5 at Ccurd. AT9334L4. #hile ¢n
Caytime activities a Marine tripped a bocby trap beolioved to be an
M=-33 gronade with trip wire extenduing across trail. 1 lM-60 uncp-
-oraticnael due tc shragnsl. Colled for medevace and cxtracted 1
USMC and 1 M=60 machinegun., 1 USMC KIA

(2) At OY1330H Lima 3/5 at Cocrd. ATO4ILL2. Whils cn
patrcl cbscrved two ecnemy, cne with wearon, conc with pack, moving
aling trail in ncrtherly dirscticn. Firod 20 rcunds small arms
fire killing <ne entmy. Search arcund area Cisclesed brush beaten
dewn arcund arca ¢f ccntact. 1 NVA KIA cenfirmed

g. 05 Nov 1968

(1) At 050955H Kilc 3/5 at Coorde AT905466, Found M-79
bocby trop. Blew in place. 1 M-79 bocby trap
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(2) At O51430H Lime 3/5 at Coord. AT9QS466,., Upcn roaching
cbjective Ciscovered three cnemy. fiihting hcles. 8' by 5' by 3!
Two pcssiblo enti-aireraft. pusiticng, 8 feot in Clameter, 1 tunncl
complex 30 wetors lcng L4 feet high onc L feet wide an¢ 8 feet under
greund, with three ccncealed entrances. A reinforced cnemy sguac
coul¢ eagily it ineide this tunnsl: Searchec the tunnel thoushly
with negative results and will vestrcy these positions upon leaving
aroa. .

(3) At 051800H riike 3/5 at Cocrd. AT9OWN75. Elements of

Mike were approached by Viotnamese civilian whe stated that a
Marine with whcm he was ridinyg was killed on Liberty Rcac to ncrth
by 25 VC whc steppec ontc rcad in frent of jeops. rsilke ¢ispatched
ncrth aleng Liberty Rcac t¢ investizate, accomplod by civilian.
slement of Mike wont north tc AT910488' and were instructed to
return with the Vistnamese civilian su an acéurate stcry (which
was garbled at the time) cculd be determinec by an interprster.
On guesticning civilian steted he 1s bus driver (has valid oper-
aters license issuec by NSA) anc was cominy to DaNang teday as
leac cf two civilian buses. Apprcaching in FHoa he ncted secunG
bus nct in trace sc went back tc luck ant wes picked up by larine.
As they a.prcached AT909499 they were stopped by 25 VC. Driver
attonpted tov turn J2ep-arcunc anu was shct. Civilian jumped cut
an¢ ran back down rcec¢ te the scuth until spotted by Mike 3/5 at
AT902472. Name is CULU NGUYEN LIEM. Govermmwnt motcr vshicle
operater ID N09729, issued 6-22-68 by NSA., Civilian being ques-
“ticned =an¢ is beini held by hike 3/5. 1 detainoe

(4) At 052320H 3/5 CP at Cocrd. AT895467. A Marine on
duty was cleaning his pistol when it discharsed, wouncingz him in
the left knee, lMedevacel called 1 USMC WIaNBC

h. 006 Nov 1968

(1) At 061225H 3/5 CP at Cuord. AT908503. Bccby trep
suspected zrenale. Lefuroncy bta 0S51800H Nuv 1968. Ceerdinates
AT908503. Tc mecCevac USMC andé to provide security for area until
vehlecle remcved. 8 USMC WIAE

(2) At 061900H Lima 3/5 at Cocrd. AT93h41L. Observed five’
enemy moving in a scutheasterly dirueticn acrcss river. It was
t¢ dark tc obssrve ccler of unifcrme, packs, rifles anc ete.
Firec¢ 15 60mm mortar rcunus in tarzet area. Area was ccvered well
but no assesment of enemy casualities cocul. be made dus to carke-
nosse

i. 07 Nov 1968

(1) At O71800H Lima 3/5 at Cocrd. AT933473. Outpost
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spctted eipght enomy mcving acrcss river in o scuth easterly dir-
ecticn. Freom cutpoest!s pesiticn it oppeared that the enemy wers
carrying packs and weapcns. £&lements of Lima opened up with kE-60
machinegun fire tc kill anu pin the envmy vown. 60mm section
fired 30 rounds intoc target arsa. Alsc Fixed wing was callcd into
target arca dropping napalm. Twe A0's on station alsc gove 5ot
cocverage oi target aroa with rockets and small ermas fire. After
airstrikos wo cbserved bouies flcating in river. Will petreol in
sarly Cawn. 5 NVA KIA ccnfirmed :

(2) 4t 072000 Lima 3/5 at Coorl. AT933423. Ambush site
heard, and then actually observed two enemy walking up trail toward
their positicn from a westerly direction. Unit waltod until onomy
within 25 meters befere cpuning up with M-60 machinesun firo and
. M-16 firc. Pcint clemont ¢f e¢nomy was hit point blank at the sume
timo frioncly unit received one inceming ChiCem grenade. Will
chsck cut at first light. 1 NVA KIA confirmed

(1) At 080940H Kilo 3/5 at Coord. AT801537. Kilc came
across coverced up punji-pit, well camcuilaged, '

k. Q9 Nov 1069

{1) At Q90130E Kiloc 3/5 at CGoocrd. AT927533. Merine sct
off claymore mine causing blasting cap to o off. Ho recsived one
inch laceraticn and abrasive. Corpoman treatcd Marine. 1 USHMC
WIANE :

1. 10 Nov 1968

‘L) At 100915H Inuia 3/5 at Cocrcd. ATBOL568. Spotted six
psople with at least two weapcns dressod in black hoaded from
AT902l 6l . Requested artillery and 8lmm mortars alcng suspoected
route, of onemy. Acunds of acjustment rosulted in mcvement cof 15
civilizns with five water buffalc in areas India requested check
fire snd ¢ispatched pabrol to investigate,

(2) At 1015008 Nov Kile 3/5 a Courd. AT805528.,
Found foul” small caves that hed signs of having a small fire in
it but not recently. Caves had 12 fict clothes lines just outside
entrance., Clothes linss mace from viness Centinueing tc check
cut areca. Vegotation very censes Will custroy.

m. 11 cv 1968
(1) 4t 110830H Mike 3/5 at Ccord. AT9OUL4BL. Stepped and
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questionoed civilians. Fcund cne Vistnemese female and cno small
Vietnamese boy carrying large suma of mcnoy. Civilians were
questicned by KCS and interpreter. Sont detainecs's back with ik
S-2 sccut into S=2 pesitions, Vietnamose interpreter beloives
thot civilians are buying food for the VCO/NVA frem an Hoa and
deliverinz it to surrcunding villagers: Fomale and the boy were
carrying cver one hundred in Vietnamcse wmeney., 1 fomale, 1 amall
boy as detainoc

(2) At 111810E India 3/5 at Coord, AT775563., Six moen, cno
with a pack sctting up a mertar tube. Our men cpened fire upon
them weunding one and then they escapod. Fired three rcunds cf
WP and ninc roundés ¢f HE. One confirmed cnemy woundel, was carriod
away by his comrades.

ne 12 ¥cv 1968

(1) At 12192CH Lima 3/5 at Coorc. AT867460. While pro-
ceedinz to ambush sgite spctted thres enemy on high ground. HRe=
guested Lima 6 if there were any fricnéliss in tho area. Kocelvod
roply of nezaotive. Opened up with g proximately 80 rounds of small
erms fire. Heccived appreximately 1,000 to 1,500 small arms firg,
#0 Mw-79 .rcuncs, and 5-6 grenades in roturn, Hoard veoices ond eivil
gnard with Lima surmised tho voices were frioencly Vivtnanese.

Lima started ealling out that they woero Marines and tc cease firo
Vietnamesc did not cease fire. Lima had previcusly requested ill=-
minaticn and was centinuing at this timo. One civil guard steccd
up an¢ raised his rifle over heaw. Firinyg stopped for a short time
Vietnameso tho roquested two civil guards tc como to pesition
where they were set in., Civil guards corplied but whoen thoy sppre-
cached Victnamese position firing started again. Lima «id not
return firc but shot green star clusters. Lima continued yelling
that theys werce frienclies. The third civil suard with Lima stocd
up @nc put weapon over his head. All Marines then stccd up and
movel t¢ top of hill into Vietnamese pusiticn which was not con=-
fincd tc be friendly. The squac leoder of Lima-l tried toc ccord=-
inate but was tcld by the Vietnamese @fficer in charge to be quict.
v the civil pguard wculd b shot. They separated civil zuard

anc¢ #Marinocs. Lima ncticed Vietnamcse had pocks and full eguipment.

" An argument ensued Lima anc Officer in charge of Vietnamese over

Vietnamese desire tc take Marines scimowhere. Squad leader regues-
te¢ adivor who oventuaaly camc. Adviscr and Officer in charge of
Viotnamese began argument cver whoe would take custody cf Marines.
Maorines wore finally returned by vehiclo tc strong point Delta.
Civil guards had weapons taken frem them and weapcns were not
returned,

(2) At 122000H 3/5 CP at Ccord. AU87346L. Strcong pcint
Delta received a burst of Ak-47 fire of approximately 8-10 rounds
frcm village. Did not return fire. Tried to lcecats weapon.
feperted tc Lima 6.
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r. 17 licv 1968

(1) 4t 171015H Lima 3/5 at Cocrd. AT8544B7.  Lima while
on patrcl tcock g prcximately 50 rcunds of snemy Ak-47 fire, from
trecline to north anc northeast which was 700 meters away. Using
approximately four AK-47's an¢ the reomainlor scuai-aubtonatic fire.
The enemy could not be Cetected. Heturned Iire with N-60 mache
inecun firs ond swmall arms fire. Approximately five rcunds of
artillery called in on ftarget anu three lights of rfixed wing.
There was axcellant ccverape cf target arsa. Typr of wnifcrn
could ngt be cetected., Aftor artillery and fixed wing finished,
Lima boan wmeving tcward target area to scarch it cut. HNegative
ragsults. .

(2) At 171100H Kilec 3/5 ot Ccord. AT873505. Spotied Ve
Naticnal, cheekod bhim fer his identificaticn, he hav nenc. 1 VG
suspect .

(3) 4t 171225H Lima 3/5 at Ceerd. AT878493. Lima was
sweaping through treeline ncving eastward ant ncticec throe cneny
noving scuthwest intc treeline. A4ir weae cn station anc alsc
confirmed three snemy in khakis. Lima teck enemy under five
chesing thewn intc treeline. Bnewy 31l net reiurn fire, Swooping
‘troeline found onc 62mm wmcrtar reund with trip wire. Buooby trap
blowvm by cnzinssr's. Centinuce to sweer btoceline.

(4) At 171320E Lima 3/5 at Ccord. AT898488, whilc swocp-
ing trecline <iscoverod threo freshly dup fighting holes which
wereo not abt this location yusteriay. Hoar cne of them o woallet
was feund conbaining teo porcussicn cops ane a list of namncs
containing suven ccnfirned VO of which five arc male anc twe are
feirale. Alsc in the same areva a rcll c¢f trip wire was found.
Will turn those articles cver tc CP. (Cn their return ongzincer's
blsw the porcuesion daps ane fightiag bolose 1 wallot with.
cocunients, L roll trip wire ' '

. (5) 4t 171420 Lima 3/5 at Ccerd. AT898489. Found cne
Gomm mortar rcund riseG as a surprisc oxpleosive cevice.
snzincer's blow in place. 1 82mm mertar bocby trap

(6) 4t 172235KE Lima 3/5 at Cocrd. 4T915480. Whilc in
ambush site, cnccuntered twe VC mevin: toward their pcsiticne
Upened up on wncay at agpproximately 50 wotors the twe VC wont
cewn cnd Lima with two mof acvanced o rocuver weapens foiam Doly.
While wovin; towaord bodies, Lima tcok incoming fire, resurned
suppressing Tires Lima co advanced and asain Lima tock incoming
fire which was to bo beleived M-60 machinegun fire. At this
point Lima 6 informed Lima 1 that it looked like the enemy
was trying tc set up a hasty ambush and usging the bodics as
bait. Lime-l was further instructed to rcturn to Lima's
perimeter, +Jhilc on their return Lima took encmy fire. At
this point it locked like a second sizc ecncmy unit was trying
to surround Iima-1l squad leader returncd t¢ tho company arca
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he stated that tho two boGies were in sizht but was unable to
retricve due tec enemy fire. At 0130 Lima Ccwmpony porimeter

had taken sporadic fire. Lima returnst firc with small arms
an¢ 60m mortar firs. 2 VG hIA '

12. Hosults

ag,fEnsmz

(1) DPersonnel., 2l VC/NVA (confirmed) KIA, 1 NVA POW
and.. 7 ¢eteinocs, ' . ' '

- (&) Hatocrial.,
| (2) &ifles: iicne
{(b) ' Grew served woaponss Hone
(¢) Ammos 1 LLAW, 9 ChiCom sronades,
410 aK-47 rcunds, 1 8lm
mortar rouncs, 2 82w more
tar rc.undsg, 1 M-79 round,
1 20 1b. box mine, 2 M=25
mronades, and 2 porcussion

caps.

(&) Equipment: 1 racic, 1 rodl trip wire,
8 wacks, 2 AK=}{7 masazinos,
1 bed rell, 1 cantoen cup,
ané nurse uniform

(o) Othoer: 1,0°0 multivitamin tabs, 56
~ vials vitamin B-12, 2L vial:
gtreptomyeein, 1,000 tabs
C and F tabs, 23 vials sorw -
3lucose, 100 tabs chloreoe
guine, 11,405 1bs rice
bs Friendly |
T ..(1) KIa 2
(2)  DOW 0
(3) WwIaE 18
(4) - WIANE 10
e (5)..wBCE 7
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13. Adninistrative Matters

a. Resupply, IThe Bittallon was resupplied on vporation .
G UERSOF BIIL, from the LSA &% In Hod. This mission wag -
ae ﬂomr Lished oy both kelicopber gnd vehicle, - with supurvision
by the Batteliéen S-lL.. o

o usir ne Prev. wars no meioP probloms in maeintenance.

ol of Casualitiss, ivucuubicn ané Hospitalizaticn.,
veslon was acccuplished with mininmum loss of tiwd e

engportation., There were no major preblums in transper-

~

o- Lommnmicatbtions.

{1) Supportod Cperation primarily with [N/PuC-25 Fif
cottiniiicatitns.  The AN/FAC-TT and 1 Y30 wore used on the Royl~
mental Tactical Net. Communications wors loud nné clear ve «ll
" stations cnee the CCC was set in. Linc cowponios woere reguirced
toc use whip antoenna's due to treslines. Felondly intoerferconce
was botherscuc but ¢id not present cny wajor prebleis.

(2) 4N/PLC-25, AN/PHC-G3'g anc AN/PRC-4l's worc ussd
within the bettalion CP with a trunk linc to deglwmont.

foe Mowvical Avacuaticns

1 a2 |
(2) oow 0
(3) WLAE 18
(L) WBCHE 7

(5) Total Medovaca. 27

14. Special fqguipment anu Technigucs. Thore wero no speclal
cguipnent or special techniques uscd on Operaticn FEENDERSON HILL .

15. Commandurts Analysis,.

a. The mission of the Third Battolion during Operation
HENDERSON LILL roquirod~con;1ny gize cembat patrelling throuszbeut
the assipgned arca of opeoraticns and cxtonsgive daylisht uutjust°
and night time ambushes alcng Liberty lload. With companics con-
tincuusly oporating in the high ground the enemy was succossfully
denied physical access to and the ability t¢ launch a mertor

1l ——
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attack agoinst An Hoa from the Scuth. 1The abillity to ambush and
iline Liborty fdcad was denicG the onc.y by o serics of outposts
alongz the road during daylight and ambushcs on or in proximity
the rocd. Curing darkness. To be ¢ffective constant surveile
loncs of the 1ol Was necesgsary.

Road be kept under zcnstant surveillance,

v cutposts within observaticn of socl cther
cmbushes, physically on or ncear the road. Jnbush
licve outposts prior to dorlmess ana niove ©to ambush
meaes. Outposts, in turn, sbould physicolly reliove

)
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