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HEA.DQU ARTERS 
3rd Battalion" 5th Marine's 

1st: :'IarinA Division (Re:l.n) FMF 
FPO San Fra:n_c:l.sco, Calii'orni a 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 

3/EFHJR/rril 
5750 
5 Jan 1969 

To: CcmnlDnding Officer, 1st JYlarine Di vi sian (Rein) FMF 
Via: Commanding Officer, 5th Marines . ' 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period of OlOOOlH to 312400H 
De c-ember 1968 

Ref: (a) MCO 5750.2A 
(b), FMF PacO 5750.8 
(c) Diva 5750.2B 

.Encl: v( 1)' Command Chronology Heport 

1. In accordance with the provisions of referen~e's (a), (b), 
and (c), the Command Chronology for the month of December 1968 
is heroby submitted. 

2. Upon rGmoval of enclosure (1), this letter is downgraded 
to unclassified. 

3. This letter is signed by the Executive Officer due to the 
rionavailabili ty of the Commanding Officer by virtue of combat 
corami t,tmonts. 
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PART I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DA~ 

• 
1. ~Mnat5.Ql!, Comma.ndgr.. . 

2 .. 

3. 

4. 

3rd Battalion l 5th Marines LtCol ATKlNSON . 

E&S Co 

Co "I II 

Co ilK If, 

Co "L'" 

Co ''}II It 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

lstLt J.J. LAZARUS To $Dec68 
Capt T. P. BURNS Fr 6Dec68 

Capt M. A. GURROLA 

1 s tLt w. w. RI GGS 

Capt R. G. SNOWDEN T0 17Dec68 J 
lstLt H. B. OVERTON Fr IBDac68 

lstLt B. P. BARRON To 6Dec68 
lstLt R. A. HUDSON Fr 7Dec68 

Location Quong NL1lU Pro,\Tinoo, RVN 

stLlrr o f'j.",l Ql~rs 

ExecO Major E. F. BERTLING Jr. 

5-1 lstLt w. G. BINES Jr •. 

S-2: l.stLt K. J • SAL.AMON 

8-3 Major W. F. BURT 

8-4 lstLt W. C. HOEY To 22Dec68 
Capt R. A. BEELER Fr 231)3c68 

SupplyO lstLt G. C .. FERREE 

CommO lstLt D. w. RODDY 

MTO lstLt G. C. FlmREE 

Averag~ MoIlth1:,[ stre.ngth 

US1IiC USN 
OFF 
27 

OFF ENL 
T ~a-

~ 
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1 (, J'h<'-) b8.'l~t.a:ion; s officer shortages are onE' WO 0130, one Capt 
(1,202,,; ':;w,::: ;)apt' s and one Lt 0)02, 0:'20 L~ 3502, and one Capt 0402. 
TD8 Batt8~ion enlisted shortages are: thr~o GySgtts, six SSgtts 
0369, and 56 Sgt's 030 The Battalion has 95% of its MIL strength 
of I.,·t 9 s 03:- 73% of its Ivl/L strength in Staff NCO t s 0)69, and 34% 
of :Lts H./t strength in Sgt's 03. 

,3 .. - -- ---
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P ART III 

SEQUENT! At LI STINGS OF SI GNIFI CliNT EVENTS 

1. Topics 

a. Personnel and Administration 

(1) The Battalion began the month of December with an 
on board strength of 30 Marine Officers, 1122 Marine Enlisted, 
3 Navy Officers, and 58 Navy onlisted. The current on board 
stroength is 32 Marine Officers~ 1115 Marine enlisted, '3 Navy 
Officors, and 60 Na'~ enlisted. 

, (2) The current effective strength of the battalion is 
25 Marino Officors, and 940 Marine enlisted. . 

during 
(3) 3 Marine Officers, and 67 Morine Enlisted rotated 

Docomber 1968. 

(4) 

NOS NUNBER 

0130 1 
0302 2 
0141 3 
0311 34 
0331 2 
0341 ,8 
0351 6 
0369 1 
1441 1 

Cri tical MOS 

MOS 1-1/L' 

0202 '..1 
0302 32-
0402 1 
3502 ~ 
0311 '586 
0369 33 

( 5) Casua1~ ti as 

KIA 
DO~v 

MOS 

2111 
2511 
2531 
2533 
2519 
2539 
2542. 
2815 
3516 

shortages are 

OR 

O· 
29 

0 
0 

573 
24 

NON HOSTILE DEATHS 

4 
4 
Q; 

4 
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lWlYiBER 

1 
1 
3 
2. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

shown below: 

ShOl{rt'AGES 

lL Capt 
2 Capt's, 1 Lt 
1. Capt 
1. Lt 

13 Sgt's 
3 GySgt'lB, 6 SSgtts 
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WIA (EVAC) 
\VIiUlTE , 
NON HOSTILE WOUNDED 
HIll. 
DAr 

b. Intelligence 

(1) Personnel 

35 
28 
5 
o 
o 

• 

( a) During the month of Dc-comber 1968, the Battalion 
Intelligonce Section lost one Cpl/OJ3_1 Scout ood transferred one 
Lqpl/03l1 Scout. One PFC/03ll Scout was added and then dropped 
whon Medevacod out of RVN. During this same period, two PFC'sl 
0311 Scouts wore joinod~ 

(b) During the reporting period, one Interrogator 
Translator TOClm, one Scout Sniper Team and three Scout Dog TeOll1s 
were employed for por~ions of the reporting period. 

(2) Collection During the reporting poriod, tho main 
collection efforts 'have boon as follows: 

( a) Enemy Ordur of Battle 

(b) Enomy Infrastructure 

( c) Enemy supply donial 

( d) PSYOP's operations 

( 0) Map corrections 

(3) The Battalion S-2 Section conducted daily COIllmandor 
and Staff briefings during December 1968. 

(n) Synopis During tho reporting period, anomy 
.activity consisted of f:Jod gathoring, small scnle attacks against 
US/ ARVN mili tary installations, continued uso of mines and booby 
traps and stepped up recrui ting and pol! tical indoctrina.tion of 
tho loc ru. populaco. 

(b) . Capobili ties Continuodharrassing actions 
include: 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
I '. 

b Small scale probing attacks 
c Use of mines and booby traps 
d Ambushes 
e Propaganda 
! Terrorism 
~ Mortar and rocket attacks 
h Recruiting 

('5) Vietnmnose Attachments 

(a) Interpreters The Battalion is prosently employ­
ing (4) M1VN Intorpretors. Continuing efforts are being made 
to cbtGin (2) additional interproters in order that each of tho 
rifle ccmpani0s~ tho Alpha Command and the 3-5, have at least 
one qualified ~{VN Interpretor. 

(b) Kit Carson Scouts The Battalion is presently 
employing (6) Ki t Carson Scouts. The h.i t Carson Scouts have 
been assigned to the four rifle comp~~i0s of 3rd Battalion, 5th 
Murines. 

(6) Enemy Lossos: 

KIA: 63 NVA 
POW: 0 
DET: 0 
CHIEU HOI: 0 

( 7) "Ie ather 

( a) 
(b) 

(c) 

Rainfall: Light 
Temp er a tur G : 

(1) Avg. High; 82 
(2) Avg. Lotr1; 72 
Light: 
(1) Avg •. $~flrisG; 0707 
(2) Avj"~;~'~ii!nS0t; 1818 

(8) Tcrrnin For tho first portion of tho reporting 
period tho Battalion m(lvod throuGh rico paddy area. The last 
pcrtion or tho reporting poriod WQS steop mountainous terrain 
and for tho most part covered with donso canopy. Approach routes 
woro of ton bocby trapped and Be m.arkod by tho enemy. 

(9) CaptuI'od tV'capons The following is the total. of 
woaJ2ons Gnd oquipmont cllptuN:d by tho Battalion during DccombGr 
1968: 

6 
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• 
a. We apons 9 ChiCom grenades, 10 pound anti­

personnel booby trap, .3D cal. ormno, SKS OII'lIllO, and AK-47 ammo 

b. Equipment 1 flash light battery, a.ssorted 
men's and WCrrl0n'S clothing, 1 SKS clip, and 1 AK-47 magazine 

c. 782 Gear 2 gas masks, 2 cartridge bolts, I 
rifle bag, 1 canteen, and 1 NVA pack 

d. Documents 30 pounds assorted documents, 1 
map of the An Hoa area, I map of the Da Nang area, admittance 
papors to hospi tal and modical text books 

e. Other 1,,00 pounds rice, 1 va battlo flag, 
2 medical bags, and assorted medical supplies consisting of 
bottles, vials, syringes, needles, and tablets 

c. Training 

(1) Training included loctures, demonstrations, and/or 
practical applications in the following subjects: 

weapons 

(a) Weapons 
(b) Radio Procedures 
(c) Spa t Reports 
(d) FO & FAC Pro cc;dures 
(0) Fiold COIllIilunica.tion Bxpodients 
(f) FAM firing of all individual and crew served 

(g) Mines and booby traps 

(2) Seven Indoctronation Schools were conducted by tho 
,th Marines., Classes on FO procedures, and on care and cleaning 
of tho N-16 nrc included in tho school syllabus. 

(3) PeI'scnnelc_t';;,':::d the following schools: 

( a) NCO Sc:-.~c.L 4 
(b) SNCO Schuel 2 
(c) Kit Carson Scout School 1 
(d) Busic Orgnnic Supply Accounting School 2 
(0) Basic Infmtry t-loapons Rt)pair School 1 
(f) Vietnamese Language School 1 

d. Oporutions 

(1) At O,l300H Dec 68 Operation NI!:ADE RIVER torminatod. 

7 
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(2) At 062400H Dec 68 Operation HENDERSON HILL terminatc( 

(3) At 070001H Dec 68 Operation TLcrLOH COMMON commenced. 

(4) At 09l600H Dec 68 Mike company 3rd Battalion, 5th 
Marinos chopped from 5th Marines to 3rd Bo.ttalion, 5th Marines. 
Limo. company 3rd Battalion, 5th Marinos chcpped to 5th Marines, 
and Bravo compcJ.W 1st Battalion, 5th Marines chopped from 3rd 
Battalion, 5th Marines to 5th Marinos siIi1urtanoousl,~. 

(5) At 11000lH Dec 68 5th Marines chopped 3I'd Battalion, 
5th Ho.rinos (-) Limo. compc.ny to tho Third Marines.. . 

(6) At 30l800H Dec 68 Lima compcmy 3rd Battalion, 5th 
Marines chopped to Third Marines for return to opeON to .3rd Batta·· 
lien, 5th No.rines~ 

o. Artillery ·Support 

(1) The 2nd Bnttalion, 11 tb 'Marines provided bo tho direct 
and generalsuppppt to tho Battalion for Operations MEADE RIVER 
and TAYLOR CO~~OH' during 1-1J,. Dec 1968. In addition to ,00 R&I 

,rounds fired,i~4i39' rounds of HE, l~l rounds of Wfand, 13 rounds 
of illumination ,woro fired on 30: 061100 mlssibns~ 25 obsorved 
fire missions (15 registration NDF) and fivo unobserved fire 
missions. " 
-, ; ::; '. 

. (2) '" The 1st BattuJ.ion, 12th :Marinos, 2nd Ba.ttalion, 11 tb 
Marine!:! 'q.nd -1st FAG, < GIS Tas~F,orJ:le Yankoe :providoq potp. direct 
and gonoro.l support to' tho ea~f;ol.ion for Opo:r.ation T~OR COMlYION 
during tho last 20 doys of Decenii:>pr. 'Those units fired 2,8,Q 
rounds of HE,· 189 rcunds of WP, and 17 rouitds iSt 111UI)1ination OI1 
24 observod fire roi ssions (primar1y r,?gistrationNDF)' and two 
uncbser-.;ed fire missions. .. .;:.'. ,.", 

(3) A total of 5, l29 !'cunds woro-fired in suppor'j:; of 
this Battalion. ' 

r. Air Support 

(1) Tactical Fixod 1:iing Support 

(0.) 3 FAC controlled 
(b) 12 TAC (A) controlled 

(2) Holicopter Support 

( a) 22 Modevo.c frlissions 
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( 3) Ni scellaneous 

(a) 13 NJ missions 

g. Communications 

(1) Supported Battalion Operations with primary use of 
~1 radio communications (Al1!PHC-25, AN/PRC-77 w/KY-38 ). 

(2) AN/PPS-6 was used extensively in the defense of the 
An Hoa COi.nbat Base. 

h. Lor;istics 

(l) General Tho ovorall logistic status of the battalion 
is satisfactory. Battalion 8-4 has rosupplied the battalion in 
the fiold on a daily basis. 

(2) Supply This unit has a shortage of 912 body nrmor 
upper. The battalion has receivod shipping status on a Trailer, 
Tank, Water from Barstow. The i tom has nct yet arrived. This 
item is neodod to resupply water to the units 1'n the field. 
Rubber mattrosses nre needed to permit the troopa in the field 
tp'sleop o~f the ground. 

. (3) Motor Transport Throo iter.1s of test equipment, Tost 
Set Tae and Dwell, Low Voltage Circuit Tester, and Adapter Set 
Electric have boon requisitioned. They are considered essential 
to tho efficientcy of the motor transport section. 

i. Civic Action 

(l) PSYOPS: 800 hand leaflets wero distributed. Tho 
themos were: Chiou Hoi & TIewards 

(2) An armoa prO!'l:3fJ1da. too:m wa.s used on Opera.tion 
lV1EADE RIVER. 

(3) 3 dozen po~s} 25 pounds candy, and 100 pounds of 
clothing woro distributed on Chri8~fias day. 

2.. CHRONOLOGY OF 

u. S Dec 1966 

b. 6 ]):::c 1968 

c. 7 Doc 1968 

:i.NENTq 

9 

Operation NE.'iDE RIVER terminated 

Operation FlENDEllSON HILL terminate 

Opuration TliYLOTI COM}10N cODlIllonGeO 

189gp., 
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3rd Battalion, 5th Marines con­
tinues on Operation TAYLOR 
COMMON 

"01A?1 
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