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HEADQUARTERS 

7th Communication Battalion 
1 st Marine Division (Rein), Ff.1F 

FPC San Francisco~ California 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 

3/RtG/itljh 
5700 
3 August 1966 
~l& OO-l2.-b t... 

To: Commanding General, 1 st I>1'arine Division (Reini' orced), »IF 
(SC-3: Attention: FieldoHistorian) 

Sub j : Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) DivO 5750*2A 

Encl: (1) Command Chronology 
(2) Appendix 1 List or references 
(3) Appendix 2 List of documents 
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ORGAN~ZATIONAL DATA 
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HEADQUARTERS . 

7th Commuri~ca~ion Battal~on 
1 st Hanne Division (Rein), FI-1F 

FPO San francisco, California 96602 

CO:tvlHA11JD CHRONOLOGY 

Headquarters, 7th "Communication Battalion 
Headquarters Company 
Communication Company 
Communication Support Company 
P~dio Relay and Construction Company 

LOCATION 

Headquarters, 7th Co~~unication Battalion 
Headquarters Company 

Chu Lai, RVN 
Cha Lai, RVN 
Chu Lai, RVN 
DaNang, RVN 
Chu Lai, RVN 

Communication Company 
Communication Support Company "" 
Radio Relay and Construction Company 

Period Covered: 1-31 July 1966 

Name,liank, of Conunanding Officer, Staff ang Chief Subordinates: 

Commanding Officer: }.fajor JAJvIES H. BIRD Jr." 
1-31 July 1966 

Executive Officer:: 

Adjutant:: 

5-1 : 

Headquarters Company 
Commanding Officer: 

.'." 

Hajor E. A. HUERLUfiil'lN Jr. 
1~31 July 1966 

2ndLt R.Lo DANIELS 
1-31: July 1966 

2ndLt J. E. SONIfEFlT{AUSER 
1-30 JUly 1966 

211dLt R. L. DANIELS 
31 July 1966 

Major R. V ..... IALIOO Jr. 
1-31 July 1 966 

Hajor N. B. 'fiNN 
1~31i July 1966 

Cart ain A. R. BERGSTROH 
1-25 July 1966 

Captain o. U. ROSS 
25-31 July 1966 
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fr,.. <, ,~""r~~Cr"i 
Comutif(Mtl~ Company 

Commanding Officer: 

~cutive Officer: 

Communication Support; Company 
Commanding Officer: 

~cutive Officer: 

Radio Relay & Construction Co. 
Commanding Officer: 

~cutive Officer: 

DECLASSIFIED 

•• 
Major R. O. LAFSER 
1-31, July 1.966 

Captain G. R. HICKS 
1-6. July 1966 

Captain E. A. LYNCH 
1.5-31; July 11966 

Captain C .. FARLEY 
1i-311 July 1966 

Captain D. B. NEMTON 
J -31i July 1966 

Captain R.,· A. MATHTISON 
1-31: July 1966 

Captain C. We. ROSS 
1-25 July 1966 

Captain G. R. HICKS 
213-311 July 1966 

COMMAND1!BS NARRATIVE OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

Commanders Narrative Summar,r 

1 • 7th Communication Battalion (-h consisting of Headquarters Company and 
Communication Company arrived Chu !.ai, Vietnam 11 July 1966 on the USS OKANOGAN 
APA-220~ Off-loading commenced at 11000 and was canpleted at 0600 3 July 1,966 .. 
Radio Relay & Construction Company which arrived in Vietnam during the period 
l'Tarch through June 1966 reverted ADCON/OPCON to 7th Communication BattaJ.ion 
from Headquarters Battalion list Marine Division on 11 July 1,966. 

2. Communication Support Company arrived Chu Lai 19 July 1:966 on the LST 
LITCHFIELD CCUNTY "With 6 Marine Officers and 95 Marine Enlisted including 
two Navy Corpsman. 

3. On 24 July 1966 CoJl1.munication Support Company departed 'With 6 l-iarine 
Officers and 110 Marine Enlisted including 1 Navy Corpsman for DaNang with 
OPCON to III MAF, ADCON to remain with 7th Communication Battalion. 

4. During the month of July this organization has had personnel operating in 
InNang "lith III NAF and list MAl'l, has furnished Badio Relay Teams for Operations 
FRANKLIN and HASTINGS" and has commenced the rehabilitation and expansion of 
the Chu Lai a.rea cable system to include pole line construction. 
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. 5. Personnel from this organiza.tion ha.ve comrnenced on-the-job training on 

circuits and equipment nO\of operated by the l;st ],farine Division in preparation 
for assuming responsibility for the Chu Lai area Communication Systems. 

6. On 30-31: July 1966 Battalion Headquarters and Headquarters Company 
displaced to the new Connnand Post at BS52709£5 being constructed by 9th 
Engineers. 

DErAII.EP QE?CRIPTION OF SIGNIFICANT EVEN'IS 

A.. P.ERSONNEL:: 
U5r.lC OFFIC:ms USHC EIJLISTiID USN OFFICERS USN ENLISTED 

1. 11 J~ 1i966 

2. 19 July 1966 

32 

6 

3. Total or 31 July 1966 37 

555 

93 

646 

o 

o 

o 

9 

2 

to 

h. Total number of personnel TAD as to location, by rank and HOS are as 
follows:' 

III 11A.:F 
III HAF 
III N1\F 
1st HAtrJ' . 
III N1\F 
list MA:1T 
1 st HM"I 
Ill. HAP 
list t{A"W 
1 st HA.1rf 
III ~iAF 
III HAF 
III ~1A.1F 
MthJ.rAR 
}fAG-12 
MAG-11 
I1AG-36 
l<:1AG-16 
11th !-JAR 
11th" VlAR 
7th r~B. 

Total number TAD is 51 

WO 5910 1: 
PFC 2532 W 
LCPL 2831 2 
SGT. 2£561 2 
CPt 2ti31 5 
LCPL 2£531 2 
PFC 2£531 1 
Lca 2532 1i 
CPL 2532 1 
PFC 2532 3 
PFC 2831 2 
SGT 2861 1 
CPt 2532 3 
PFC 2532 1 
PFe 2543 4 
PFC 2543 1 
PEe 2543 2 
?Fe 2543 3 
PFC 2511 2 
LCPL 2511 t 
PFC 2511: 3 

personnel from tr..is command as of 311 
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6. The personnel shortages and overages .. rithin this Battalion as of 31 July 
1966 are attached in Appendix 20 1Mle the Battalion is at approximately 95% 
Hanning level in total numbers, there is an inequitable rank and HOS 
distribution. Of particular concern is the shortage of 20 ~10S 2541 and 13 
H05 2561. 

7. Replacements: NA. 

8. Discipline" lali and order:: No problems have been encountered. 

9. Prisoners of vlar: NA 

10. Grave Registration: NA 

11 s Morale and Personnel Service: Pay, Religion, Special Services, R&R 
FaCilities, Leave and Liberty, Postal Service and Red Cross Facilities are 
considered adequate. Pay records for Communication Support Company have 
not been received. . 

B. ADIvIINISTRATION:-

1. The only major problem encountered during the change of ADMINISTRA.TION 
and OPERATIONAL CONTROL from Force Troops, FMFPac to the 1 st i)rarine Division 
vlas the failure to receive message traffic while in transit.. Traffic addressed 
to this organization was routed to Chu Lai, USS LITCHFIELD COUNTY, USS OGD1!1J 
COUNTY and occasionally to the USB OKANOGAN. 

2. Since our arrival Communication Support Company has CHOPPED to III VJiF 
wpjQe ~UN C01ITROL is retained by 7th Co~~cation Battalion. 

Co INTELLIGENCE: , 

1. Nil. 

Do TRAINING: 

1. During the period 22-23 July 1966, 5S Officers and men attended the 
Hine and Booby Trap School presented by the 1 st Engineer Battalion. Additional 
classes are scheduled for August. 

2. Personnel have been assigned on-the-job training on circuits and 
equipment now operated by the 1 st Harine Division, which includes the 
Communication Center and the Model 28 Teletype equipment, Torn Tape Relay 
Facilities, theFSGC, the Combat Operation Center and the Svdtchboard HTC-l. 

E~ SPECIAl. OPERATIOnS: 

1. Detachments of Radio Relay and Construction Company consisting of 
AN/MRC-62 equipment and teams participated in Operations FRA.NKLIN and . 
HASTINGS. 
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2. At present this organization has 1 t AN/TRC-27, :$ AN/MRC-62, and 1 

MRC-6.3 Radio Relay equipments with teams operating a.t Da.Nang in support 
ot III :t>fAF. 

3.. Communication Support Company is in D3.:Nang under OPCON of the 5th 
Communication Battalion, providing support to 1st Military Police Battalion 
and F".wC. 

4. Three (3) personnel were assigned to assist in the testing of radio 
conununications from Special Forces camps to the Division C.P. utilizing 
AN/PRC-25 and AN/PRC-47 Radio Equipment. 

5. Switchboards, SB-g6, have been installed and are nO"10perated by 
personnel from this 0 rganiza tion at the 7th and 11 th Marines C.P. t s .. 

6. The Chu Iai Defense Command .. lire Syste.i'll. is operated and maintained 
by this organization. 

F. COWlAND AND CONTROL: 

1. The 7th Communication Battalion is under the Administrative Control 
of the 1 st Marine Division, REIN, FMF. 

2. Operational control of Headquarters Company, Communication Company 
and Radio Relay and Construction Compa.ny remain with 7th Communication 
Battalion under the list }Tarine Division, REINII FMF. 

3. Communication Support Company CHOPPED .to III 1-1AF on 24 July 1966 .. 

G. CLOSE CO~iBAT:: 

1. NA 

H. FIRE SUPPORT:: 

1. NA. 

I. LOGISTICS:: 

1. Adequate materials for camp construction were not immediatelY available 
to this organization. AlthoUgh 10'7 strongback tents had been allocated to this 
organization, the material for such construction ,.;as not released until 27 
July 1966. Only a partial release "ras made at that time or about 30% of 
required material. 

2. Supply Support is much better than antiCipated) the requisition fill 
rate has been about 30% fill of about 700 requiSitions. It appears that 
supply support is hampered by the use of the computerized stock control 
system locally. Computor down t:ime appears t 0 cause many problems. F-!'equently~ 
required items can be found in storage lots but computor inventory balances . 
are zero o 
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4.. Haintenance support has been outstanding. ~iaintenance Company of 

Fr-.SG-B is very cooperative and the various shop officers in charge exert 
everY effort to perform time~ repairs. 

J. AIR DEFENSE:: 

1. NA. 

K. CO:MBAT AIR SUPPORT: 

1. NA 

L. CIVn, AFFAIRSlCIVIC ACTION::. 

1. 2ndLt SOl·llvtERHAUSER was assigned the duties as the Battalion Civic 
Action Officer during the period 1-30 July 1966. 2ndLt KINDLER was 
subsequently assigned on.31 July 1966 on transfer of 2ndLt SOHMER.BAUSER., 

2. In that this organization arrived in Chu Lai on 1 July 1966 and has 
been in the process of establishing a camp area '\lIhUe simultaneously 
conducting on-the-job training on Division equipraent and circuitry~ . 
Civic Action Programs were not conducted nor participated in. It is an­
ticipated that upon completion of the pennanent camp, coordination with the 
1 st Harine Division G-5 l\1j.ll pennit this organization to actively partic­
ipate in one or more of the programs. 

M. NUCLEAR. BIOLOGICAL. CHEMICAL. or other special warfares: 

1. NA 
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REFERJ!l'I C!]S 

(a) Div{) 5750. tA. 
(b) DivO 5750.2A 
(c) HARCORMAN, Par 5750.2 
(d) Meo 5750 .. 2 
(e) DivO .3480".1 

APPENDIX 1i 
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~1. Table of MOS, by rank of M/t and O/H of personnel of 7th Communication 
Battalion. 
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MOS 

0131 

0406 
2501 

.,2502 

I' 2805 
2810 

3002 

3010 
. 

3502 
5910 
TOTAL 

ENLIsr 

0121 

0141 

0441 

0849 

1141 
1341 

134~i 
1411 

1461 

2111 

TOTAL 
~!~ 
,; .' ~ . 

',V '\~." 

E-9 Gen/E-B 
M/L o/H MIL o/H 

~A 
-

ED 

' Col/'E-7 LtCol/E-6 I Maj/E.-, 
MIL; O/H MIL oIR MIL o/H 

,! . 1 
if :r 

t 1 .5 .5 
I , 
.! 

, 
! 

l 
I 
\ 
\ 1 0 6 .5 \ 
> 

I 

I 1 
, 1 1 2 4 J 
I 1 ! 

11 1 
. ~ , 
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I 

I , 2 

~ 

f 

J 

Capt/E-4 
MIL o/H 

12 7 

1 

1 1 

14 8 

1 
1 2 

1 

1 

1 

'r- \- ~-'-. 

", 
,-,,\ . , 

/. 

As of 23,9 31 July 1966 
,,' i;. 

,LtJE..3 ·cm~F._?11 TOT1~L 

MIL o/H MIL lo/H MIL O/H 
2 1 2 1 

1 0 
6 0 6 

8 7 26 19 

1 3 ,~ .5 6 3 
2 2 3 2 

", l 1 0 

1 0 1 

1 1 

2 2 0 L~ _. 
11 21 8 J 40 37 

I 
, 

1 1 
6 14 

, 

2' 2 9 ,19 : 
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1 1 

1 1 2 2 4 3 
1 1 1 4 J .5 
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MOS 

2511 
2529 

2531 
• 2532 
I 2533 

2539 
2541 

2543 
2561 
2811 
2812 
2813 

2814 

2821 

~ 2822 
2823 
2831 
2841 

284J 
2861 
2862 
2863 

TOTAL 

E-9 Gen/E-8 

M/L o/H MIL o/H 
1 
2 

1 

1 
1 

I 

1 1 

, 

ColAE-1 LtCol/E-6 I Maj/E-5 

M/L t o/H M/L o/H MIL o/H 
3 ; 2 5 Ij 15 7 
1 :', 

" 2 1 
" 

1 2 

t 

7 
2\ 2 2 6 

., 
i 1 , 

2' 4 2 4 1 

51 4 5 3 11 1 

t 2 4 2 1 

1 1 
j 

1 1 ! 

I 1 1 
,. 

~ 
., . 
" 

21 1 8 27 9 
, 2 1 

t 1 1 1 

t 

J 

Capt/r....4 

MIL O/H 

23 9 

4 3 
25 10 
25 9 

3 8 

5 6 

2 
1 
2 

1 

2 

2 2 

4 8 

4 4 
2 2 

, ,'~ 

~ 

" ' , 

As of 2359 31 July 1966 '--.;.3' ; 

LtJE..3 CI{'lT<'._2h TOTlL 
MIL o/H MIL lo/H MIL OLH 

43 20 "S7_ 119 142 161 . ' , 

5 1 

9 23 9 41 23 62 
26 10 10 42 61 62 . 
27 1 32 2 91 12 

) 8 

11 IS 2 30 10 i 

11 4 10 39 37 52 . 

21 9] 
2 8 5J 

2 .Q..j 
2 3 8 1 

3 0 
11 S 0 18 

2 4 1 2 7 8 
1 0 1 

6 9 4 10 21 

3 11 2 7 17 , \ 
" 2 2 ~" 

38 11 
2 1 
2 1 
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, MOS 

3041 
3042 
3051 
3371 
3516 
3531 
3537 
5711 
9999 
8404 

/. 

TOTA~ 

E-9 Gen/E-8 

M/L o/H M/L o/H 

1 1 

1 
1 1 4 4 

j 

1 2 11 7 

Col/E-7 LtCol/E-6 I MajJE....5 

M/L i o/H M/L o/H, M/L o/H 
1 1 1 1 1 :3 

! 
t . 1 I 

1, 1 1 2 2 
! 

! 1 1 5 4 
j 

3 1 , 
2 j 1 1 , 

~ 1 1 
, 

I! 1 2 2 3 3 
, 
f 

j 

; 

: 

! 

, 
, 

. 

: 

I 

, 
21i 15 37 29 94 42 

j. 

Capt/E-4 

MIL O/H 

3 1 
1 

6 
3 3 
6 

8 4 ~ 

1 

5 4 

139 79 

'-." 
As of 2359 3J JuJ y 1966 

'. - "" 

C',-_~,:~ 
-

Lt,!E..3 cm'lF.-? " TOTAL 
MIL o/H MIL! o/H M/L om 

2 3 3 14 11 2) 

0 l 

4· 1 3 7 14 8 

4 1 2 7 13 14 . 
8 9 6 5 26 19 

12 9 33 47 56 61 1 

3 3 
1 3 
5 5 

11 10, 
-I 

--i 

. 

, 
.' -

--

185 ,123_ 191 359 679 656 
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