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HEADQUARTERS 
7th Engineer Battalion (-) Rein, FMF 

c/o FPO, San Francisco, California 96601 
3/R.HR/bfn 
5750 
5 January 1966 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force 

Subj : Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) Meo 5750.2 

1. In accordance with reference (a) the following monthly report is 
submitted covering the period 1 December to 31 December 1965. 

2. Average Monthly Strength. 

!Im1Q. 
Off 35 
En1 987 

3. Personnel. 

~ 
USMC 

Off 0 
Enl 43 

USN 
1 
16 

!!§l! 
o 
o 

Losses 
~ 

Off 1 
Enl 45 

4. Administration. No administrative problems. 

!!§li 
o 
1 

5. Civil Affairs/Military Government/Community Relations. -Civil affairs 
continues on a daily basis in five (5) hamlets in the village of Hoa 
Khanh. Approximately 2000 poUnds of candy were distributed to the child­
ren on Christmas Day. Approximately 100 pounds of clothes and 150 pounds 
of soap were also distributed during the month. The medical program is 
continuing 3 days a week. The civil affairs program and community rela­
tions can be considered excellent in all respects. 

6. ' On 27 December 1965, Major R. E. LULEY was relieved of duties as 
S-4 officer and assigned as Battalion Executive Officer. 1st Lt J. S. 
KIRLEJ was relieved of duties as Heavy Equipment Officer and assigned as 
1st Bridge Company Co~~nding Officer. Captain G. P. WUERCH was relieved 
as Commanding Officer of 1st Bridge Company and assigned as Commanding 
Officer of Company tlA U • Captain M. E. STEIN was relieved of duties as 
Company Commander of Company ~'A n and was assigned as the Battalion S-4 
Officer. 
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7. Intelligence Incidents Reported. 

Time 
042040 
051530 
131630 
272120 
280100 
310950 

Incident Coordinate 
Small arms sniper fire 955784 
Mine detonated 989642 
Small arms fire 956787 
Small arms fire 990641 
Throwing of home made bomb 989769 
Information received from village Polic Chief of Hoa Khanh, 
Mr. Than Van Ben, stated that the men listed below, live in 
Ap Xuan Thieu (Vic 935812), act as intelligence collecting 
agents on U.S. personnel in north sector of Da Nang TAOR. In­
formation is then passed through Ap Da Phuog (Vic 945786), 
Hoat Dong Ving, Xa Ha Khanp., Tnoy Son, (Hoe Vinh Hamlet) and 
then to Da Nang, where information is then passed to the VC. 
The Police Chief also stated that he would be willing to show 
U.S. Marines the house where the men lived, they are in the 
area usually between 1900 and 0500-0600 in the morning. 

Pham Dinl Am 
Pham Dinl Nhon 
Pham Dinl Le 

Province Chief 
Province Chief Nephew 
Cadre 

8. Logistics. 

a. During the month of December 1965 the administrative logistics 
office (S-4) submitted 11 reports. Two of these reports were "Special 
Reports", one required by a message and one by a telephone call. Both 
of these reports gave less than 24 hours for research, compulation and 
submission. On 21 December 1965 a ''Request for Modification of A11o\l­
ances" was submitted to CMC for additional TD-15s and an asphalt distri­
butor. This office was also instrumental in the acquisition of a rock 
quarry from the Vietnamese, thereby saving the U.S. Government a con­
siderable amount of money by quarrying the area purchased ourselves and 
not paying local nationals for the material by the truck load. During 
the quarter ending 31 December 1965 thiscbffice obligated 4,200,000 $ 
VN for quarried rock. 

b. Supply. The supply section has during this period processed 
approximately 2600 requisitions, of which 2250 were forwarded to FLSG. 
This Battalion is still hampered by the slow receipt of requested material 
and the receipt of unserviceable material/shortage in received shipments. 
These problems were brought to the attention of the Division Supply 
Officer and further action is being taken at that command level. See 
CO, 7thEngrBn ltrs 2l/ELMMJR/edh over 4400 of 22Dec65 and 24Dec65 for 
details. 
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o. Messing. The Battalion Mess Section has during this period 
operated 24 hours per day feeding thEee principle meals and a midnight 
meal for the men working nights. Meals have consisted of both IIA" 
and uBI' rations ~pplemented by bakery products drawn from FLffi or 
baked in our own mess. A sufficient portion of the mess hall was 
'completed during this period enabling the officers and men to sit 
at tables while eating. It is estimated that in excess of 70,000 meal. 
portions were fed during December. 

d.Medical. The Battalion Aid Station treated 1276 military 
patients during this period. Eighteen of those treated required evacua­
tion to the Field Hospital, 3rd Medical Battalion. Medical te&ms per­
forming Civil Affairs duties at the New Life Village gave medical aid 
in the form of 24SS treatments to Vietnamese Nationals. 

e. Motor Transport. The Battalion's motor transport equipment 
accumulated 89,178 miles in support of the Battalion's operations. 

f. Maintenalce. The Battalion maintenance platoon performed 2nd 
echelon services/repairs on l6S items of motor transport equipment and 
3rd echelon setvices/repairs on 117 items of engineer equipment. Major 
problems encountered by the maintenance platoon are the lack of proper 
facilities and the lead time involved for receipt of repair parts. The 
former problem will be much alleviated by the construction of a Butler 
building currently in progress. The latter problem although somewhat 
improved, still remains. The average time lapse for the receipt of repair 
parts now is 12 to 15 days for motor transport and 25 days for engineer 
repair items. 

g. Utilities. The Battalion camp utilities are provided by the 
utilities platoon, Service Company. During the month of December 
improvements to the camp water supply was the main proj ect. A well was 
completed and two 3,000 gallon storage tanks were installed. Under­
ground pipe lines were laid from the storage tanks to the maintenance 
area, construction lot, Service Company Area, shm(ers, aid station and 
mess hall. Showers were provided daily for an average of 400 men. 
Electrical power for most of the camp is provided 24 hours a day by 
alternating two 60 KW generators. During the hours 1800 to 2200 the 
maximum load for the generator is normally required. Company "DII is 
still providing its own power with a 30 KW generator. 

9. Training. The only training accomplished by the Battalion was OJT. 

10. Special Operations. The 3rd Bridge Platoon was employed during 
Operation Harvest Moon. The platoon provided security and working 
parties, and erected one 60 1 footbridge, as well as conducting four 
bridge recons. 
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On 27 December a flash commitment was received to erect a foot­
bridge. The 2nd Bridge Platoon erected 360 1 of footbridge in support of 
2/9 despite the difficulties of excavation for site preparation, the 
necessity of hand carrying the bridge components due to the sil!s 
inaccessability to bridge trailers, and small arms and mortar fire en­
countered. 

11. NBC Warfare. None. 

12. Command and Control. No chages from paragraph 6 of this report. 

13. Air Defense. No change. 

• 4J(~ 
E. L. MEEKER 
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BrADQUART'lS 

7th Engineer Battalion (-) Rein, fl'lF 
c/o FPO. f':>BJl Francisco, California 96601 

J;1lHR/brn 
5750 
5 January 1966 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: CO!mllalld1ng General, III IINine Amphibious Force 

Subj: Oommand Chronology 

Ref: (a) MOO 5750.2 

1. In accordance with reference (a) the follc:Ming monthly ropOt"t is 
submitted covering the period 1 December to 31 December 196,. 

2.J\verarn Monthk Strength. 

USMC 
Off 35 
F..nl 997 

.3. Personnel. 
; 

~ 
U'1·1C -Oft 0 

Enl 43 

YSN 
o 
o 

Lgsses 
USMC 

otr 1 
Enl 45 

4. Administration. . No administraUve problems. .. . 

USN 
--0 

1 

5. Ci 1 At a iii t Govern nt Co t Relations. Civil arj~a1rs 
continues on a daily badsin five (5 hamlets in the vi.llage of Hoa 
Khanh. JLpproximately 2000 p(1'..:;.nds of candy Yare distrii,;\1ted to tho child­
ren on Christmas Day. Approximately 100 patlDds of clothes and 150 pounds 
of soap were also distributed during the month. The medical progt'Sl'll is 
continuing .3 days a week. The civil affairs program and community rola­
tions can be .,considered excellent in all respects. 

6. On 27 December 1965, Major R. E. LULEY vas relieved of· duties as 
S...t. offioer and aSSigned as Battalion FiX60utive Officer. 1st Lt J. ~~. 
~;i HaS relieved of duties as Heavy Eq14pment Officer and assigned as 
1st Bridge Co~y Commanding Off1aer. Captain G. P. HUERCH was reliaved 
as Gcmmanding Officer of l.t Bridge Company and assigned 8S Commam.ulg 
Ofi"icer of' Company lIA". Oaptain M. E. STF.IN was relieved of duties l:IS 

C~ Commander of Company flAil and was assigned as the Battalion 5-4 
Of'f1cer. 
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7. intepigenc0 IncidentaReported. 

~ 
042040 
0515:30 
131630 
272120 
280100 
310950 

lecident Ceprdipate 
Small e.rms. sniper fire 955784 
Mine detonated 989642 
Small arms t1re 956797 
Small arms tire·· 99064l . 
Throwing of home ~e bolllb . 989769 
Information received from villaae Polic Chief of" 110a Khanh, 
Mr. Than Van Ben, stated that the men lietcd below, live 1n 
Ap Xuan Thieu (Vic 9358l2) t act as intellleence collecting 
agents on U.S .. personnel in north sector of Os Nang'l'ACR.. In­
formation is then passed. through Ap Da Phuog (Vic 945796), 
Hoat DonBVing, Xa Ha I\har:\l" Tnoy Son, (Hon Vinh Hamlet) and 
then toDa nang, were information is .tben passed to the VC. 
The polloe Chief also stated that he w:>u1d be viUing to W?\ol' 
U .. S .. Marinas the house where the moll lived, tMY are in the 
area usually between 1900 and 0500...0600 in tho morning. 

PhS Din! Am 
Pham Dinl NIlon 
Pham DW La 

Pr~v1noe Chief 
Province Chief Nephav 
Cadre 

8. Ls81stieft. 

a. l)uring the month of December 1965 the adl'll1nistrati:'1e logistics 
office (S-4) stiblldtted n reports. 'lilo of these report& were nSpeeial 
Reportstl, on€!, required bya message and one by a telephone call. Both 
of these reports e;av$ l~uJS than 24 hours for research, compulation and 
submission. On 21 December 1965 a "Request for Modifica.tion of !llO\lr­
Mees" was submitted to ONe for additional TD-1Sa and an asphalt distri­
butor. Thi.$ office was also instrumental in the AcquiSition of a :t"o<!k 
quarry from tho Vietnamese, thereby 36.v1ng t.he U.S. Government a con­
$iderablJJ amount ot money by quarrying the area purchased ourselves and 
not paying local nationals for the material ,by the truck load. Duri~g 
iiho quarter ending 31 December 1965 this. ,ef:i08 obligated 4,200,000 ~r 
VN f·or Quarried rock. . 

b. SURP~.. The supply sect.ion has dtl.'t'ine this period pX':eceased 
apprOJd~tely 2600 requisitions, ot whieh 2250 weret'orwnrded to PLf:',G. 
This Battalion :1s still baq>ered by the slw receipt of requested DltLtarial 
and the receipt of unserviceable material/shortage 1n received shipments. 
Theso problems WWe brought to the attention of. the Division SUpply 
Offioer and further action. i8 being taken at. that command level. !'.eo 
CO, 7tbEngrBn ltrs 21/ELM,M'J.R/edh C1Ver 4400 01' 22Dec65 and 24Dec65 fl:lr 
details. 
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o. !l28s1na.. The Battalion Mess Section hae during this period 
o~ated 24 hours per day teed. ing three principlemesls and a midnight 
~ .. for the rfJl:)li worktng nights. Meals have cons1sted of both itA" 
am flB" rations aIpplemented ~.f bakery pI'oduQts draw from FL..~ or 
baked in our mIn tnees. A su1"ficient portion ot the mesa hall was 
eompletGd during this period enabling the officers and men to 3i t 
at tables 'Wh1la eating. It is e.tSmated that in excess of 70,000 meal 
pcrtions were fed during December. 

d. MAAice,l. The Battalion Aid StatiOti treated 1276 ll'.ilitary 
patients dur1ngthis period. Eighteen of' those treated required evacua-. 
tion to the Field ROSpi tal, .3rd. ~d1o&l Battalion. ll.edical teams pOI'­
tOrming Civil Affairs duties at the }lev Life VUlage gave medical aid 
in the form of 24SS treatmec.ts to Vietnamese Nationals. 

e. Hotm: T£~i2PSn;~. The Battalion's motor transport equipment 
accumulated 89,1 m11e~ in support of the Battalion's operations. 

t", 13iPteMl ce. The Battalion maintenance platoon performed 2nd 
echelon services/repairs on 168 1 tems ot motor transport equipment and ,-
3rd echelon services/repairs on 117 items ot engineer equipment. lY!ajor. 
problema en-countarea. by the maintenance platoon are the lack of prOpEll' .....>­

t'acUities and the lead time involved £or receipt of' repair parts. The: 
tormer problet't 'Will be muoh alleviated b;, the construotio.n ot a Butler 
building currently in progress. The latter problem Bl.though 8~That 
inproved,. still remains. The average tble lapse for the receipt of repair 
parts now .113 12 to 15 days tor motor transport and· 25 days tor eneineer 
reps~ items. 

c. Utilitieg,_ The Battalion ca'llp utilities are provided by tho 
utili ties platOOllt Service COlI1p8JlY'. During the month ot December 
improvements to the caP.;> water supply vas the main project. A vell was 
eanpleted and two .3,000 gallon storage tanks were 1nstalled. Under­
ground pipe lines were laid from the storage tanks to the mint-analOG 
area.J construction lot, Service Comptu\y Area, showersj aid station and 
~ss hall. Showers were prav1ded daily for an average of 400 men. 
Eleetriealpower tor most ot the camp is provided 24 hours a day by 
alternating wo 60 KW generatQl:'s. During the hours 1800 to 2200 the 
maximUm load for the generator is normally required. Company "D" is 
still providing its own pOlier with a 30 Ktl generator. 

9. TrC!:ieYU,'i. The only training accompUshed by the Battalion was on. 

10. AJl!9W ~~lti!?Rs. The 3rd Bridge Platoon was employed during 
Qperation Harvest Moon. The platoon provid~ security and Yorking 
parties. and erected one 60' footbridge" as well as conduoting f"Q'I.1X' 
bx-.idgo reeons" 
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On 27 DeCGmber a flaeh colllIllitment wa.s received to erect a foot­
-bridee. Tho 2nd Bridge Platoon erected 360t of footbridge in support of 

. 2/9 dospite the difficulties of excavation for si ta preparation; the 
neceosity of hand carrying the bridge components due to the sit's 
inaccessabillty to bridge trailers, and small arms and mortar fire en-

. countered. 

11. ~ Warfe. lrone. 

12. Csand §Ad Cgntrs.. No chages ±"rom paragraph 6 of this report. 

13. .U£ pefens2. No ohange. 
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