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HEADQUARTERS 
7th Engineer Battalion (Rein), WlF 

FPO San- Francisco 96602 
3/WTJ1/S!l 
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F.rom: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, First Narine Division (Attn: Field Historiap) 

Subj: Command Chronology for period I May to 31 Hay 1967 

Ref: (a) hCO 5750.2 
(b) FEliPAC 5750.8 
(c) DivO 5750.2B 

Enol: Vel) Hay Command Chronology 

1. In consonance with references (a), (b) and (c), enclosure (1) is 
hereby sub~tted. 
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COlv1HAND CHRONOLOGY 
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Part I 

OR~UZATION DATA 

1. DESIGNATION 

7th Engineer Battalion (Rein), PHF LtCo1. F. W. HARRIS III 
S August 1966 

Headquarters Co 

Service CO 

Co II A" 

Co fiB" 

Co "C" 

Co ' liD" 

1st Bridge Co 

3rd Bridge Co 

Co nAil, 9th EngrBn 

2. LOCATION 

7th Engineer Bn 

1st Brid ge Co 

3rd Bridge Co 

Co II A 1\, 9th EngrBn 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 
I 

Executive Officer 

5-1 

S-2/3 

5-4 

SUBORDIN ATE UNITS 

Capt. M. WEISER 

Capt. H. L. CAMPBELL 

Capt. L. H. 'WALTERS, Jr. 

Capt. J. R. PHANEUF 

Capt. W. H. WEST 

Capt. J. VI. ~lARSHALL , III 

ATTllCliED UNI:m 

Capt. W. D. LYTaI, Jr. 

Capt B. A. HULTIviAN 

Capt. G. W. MIMS, Jr. 

6 August 1965 

8 December 1965 

1? October 1966 

26 June 1966 

~fajor L. E. RllMSEY 

2nd Lt. J. R. HANNING 

Capt • .t. '\IT. OOUCHERTY 

Uajor W. S. SHEA 
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25 March 1967 

7 Harm 1967 

3 April 1967 

rl March 1967 

24 March 1967 

9 January 1967 

4 October 1966 

:3 April 1967 

12 September 1966 

Danang, RVN 

Danang, RVE 

Danang, RVN 

Danang, RVN 

25 May 1967 

25 August 1966 

25 Hay 1967 

17 December 1966 

Encl.osure (1) 



Supply Of;t'icer 

sgt. Major 
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Capt. J~ ~1. HILSON 

Sgt.Haj. E. J. URB1Jl 

5. pERSONNEL G,;INS foND LOSSES 

USHC 
OFF 1 
Em. 149 

Y§!i 
OFF 0 
El-i"L 6 
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5 July 1966 

S August 1966 

Losses 
USN 
CWO 
ENL 2 
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• • PART II 

Nl~AT1VE SUMl;"~Y 

The 7th Engineer Battalion (Rein) continued support of the III 
Marine Amphibious Force wi thin the De Nang area. Platoons from the 
attached Bridge Companies are rendering additional support in the Chu 
Lai area, Hue/phu Bai area, and the DongHa area. 

Significant events during May include the placement of a 1))' 
8" H4/N4T6 floating bridge bypass on Route 1 (AT 92M67). The by­
pass lJ8S trafficable ten (10) hours after the existing hiW1way bridge-

- was blown. To provide existing high\-Iay bridges on the main arteries 
uith additional security measures, a program was initiated to install 
lights, ooncertina around piers, swim nets, anti-floating object nets, 
and catwalks. Various conbinations were used as deemed appropriate. 
~ 1255 foot floating foot bridge was installed on the new Da Nang 
River- Bridge (BT 04l76.3) fora temporary security catwalk. Projects 
continuing include the construction of a 283 foot steel/timber pile 
bent bridg~ (class 60) on Route 12 (BT 032649); elevating the roadway 
of Route 5 above the high ,,/Ster mark, and placing rock from Tuy Loan 
C~T 945707) to Dai 10c (~~T 922577); operation of the Song Thu Bon Ferry 
(.~T 923535) averaging 106 vehicles and 31 round trips per day; up­
grading of Dai Loc bypass, Route 13C and Route 5; and the maintenance 
of 121 ID1 of roads. 

PliRT III 

SEQUENTI:L LISTING OF SIGI'[FIC:J!T EVENTS 

Topics 

a. f,ersonnel and ,~dministration. This battalion \.[Ss selected as 
a test unit to te~t and evaluate battalion level personnel 
reporting in West Pac. Construction of additional office 
space was necessary to maintain proper control and coordin­
ation of personnel reporting and the resultant increase of 
record keeping at Battalion Level. tU1 company personnel 
reporting terminated on 30 April 1967 and personnel rep or­
ing at battalion level com;~:-enced on 1 May 1967. Re-distri-
bution of personnel and equipment was effected as required to 
facilitate battalion level reporting. 

b. Enemy. Heather and Terrain. 

(1) Olll)OH at ~T 917514, to~ grader from Headquarters Heavy 
Equipment detonated a mine, 2 to1IA. (1 nOVJ) 

(2) 01l250H at BT 008730, a l-iarine from IICU- Company detonated 
a mine, (H-14), in a mine field operation, 2 WIA. 

(3) 051200H at .~T 916512, tiD" COltpany road construction crew 
detonated a mine, 7 WIL (6 med avac). 

(4) 061433H at AT 922515, a TD-IS from "nil Company detonated 
a mine, 2 WI~ (2 avac). . 

(5) 0615.30H at .~T 882473, "CI1 Company 1mS detonated a mine, 
2 \oJl.:'. (E'lV a c) • 
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(6) 1.4OH a~ AT 926866, bridge blOwn. Route 1, Bridge 
Company notified. 

(7) 1017)OH at BT 0.31647, "BII Company construction orall 
received SA fire, 1 HIiI. (avec). 

(8) 121230H at BT 00163.3, CO of "BII Company traveling East on 
Anderson Trail observed 2 VC preparing to fire. CO nB" . 
Coq>any, fired 6 rounds and left area, reported incident to 
2/1. --

(9) 121lJ.3H at BT 031648 "Btl Company bridge constntctioncrew 
received 1 round sniper fire. Security element retttrned 
2 rounds 60mm mortar, 1 VC KIA (PROB) 

(10) l.3l4J.OH at BT 031647 'lB" Company bridge construction crew 
received 1 round SA fire, 1 1JIA (avac). 

(11) 15161SH at AT 981731, "All Company mine clearing detail de­
tonatGd an M-2 min~, lWIA (evec). 

(12) 161400H at BT 031648 "B" Company bridge construction crew 
received 1 round' sniper fire. No action taken. ' 

(13) 161630H at AT 90'7755 "C" Company road grader operator re-' 
cdved 6-10 rounds SA fix'c. 

c. Q£ganization and Operations 

(1) Officer Assignmonts - See TAB A of Enelosuro (1) 
(2) Operations 

(a) 5 Hay completed a noat barrier at the Song Tuy Loan :Bridge 
(AT 919598). 

(b) 10 Nay installed a 133' 4" floating bypass bridge on Routo 
1 (AT 926867). 

(e) 12 May completed pGrimetar bunker (BxS concreto bunker) 
tor 2/7. . 

(d) 15 Hay installed a 1255' floating foot bridge for a secur­
. ity cat"la1k on tho now Da Nang River Bridge (BT 040763). 

(e) 17 Nay thirty-three (33) porsonnel deployed to support 
oporations near 1M Z (Se6 Tim B to Enclosure 1 for complote 
r~port) • 

(f) 20 Hay completed road from south gate to northern area of 1/1 
CP and a 100' x 100' soil cement holipad for 1/1. 

(g) 22 }!sy installed a 53'4" ltI4T6 fixed span (BT 006659)~ 
(h) 2211ay completed a 16' wide, 105' long class 60 (one way) 

bridge (i~T 91959B). 
(i) 31 l1ay completed a 7000 barrel storage area for Bulk FUe1 Co. 

d. ~n§. 

(1) 
(2) 

(3) 
(4) 
( 5) 
(6) 

( 7) 

(8) 

Cpntinuo to prepare aurface of FLSG lumber yard. 
Continuo construction of a 283' steel/timber pilo bridge across 
tho Song Vinh Dien (BT 032649). ' 
Continue to restore the Ha '!hanh Dam (BT 004654). 
Construct sWim net for Cau Den bridgo (:IT 926867). 
Continue minefield elearing at Da Nang l~irbaeo. _ 
Continue improving Route 5 by elevating roadway and rocking 
(::r 945707 to 4~T 922577). , . 
Continue upgrading of Dei Loc bypass via Hill 37 (AT 913591 to 
hT 921577). 
Continuo maintenanco of MSR from Song 'lhu Bon to :Ill Hoa. 
(.~T 925530 to ,~T 87~1). 

4 Enclosure (1) 
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• • e. Training , 

(l)-Command Indoctrination and information for newly arrivod person­
nel and debriefing for those departing. 

(2) 66 personnel attended the l~t Engineer Battalion '~andmine War-
farel! school. ' 

(3) One officer and five (5) enlisted attended .~ school. Four (4) 
attended the initial course of instruction, two attended refresh­
er trainin g. 

(4) 25 personnel attended 5.S6mm, »n.6El course instructed by the 
, Ml6 contact team. 
(5) One (1) NCO attended NCO Leadership School. 
(6) One (1) Staff NCO attended III Ml~ Psychological Operation school, 
(7) Three (3) enlisted attended Vietnamese Language sChool; two (2) ; 

in 01",iOO"/a, one (1) in De Nang. ' 
(8) Fifty (50) p0rsonnel fired individual weapons for familiarization 

on the battalion 1000 inch range. 
(9) ,Fifty (50) personnal test fired the Ml6El on the battalion 1000 

inch ran go. , 
(10) Thirty (30) personnel attended a three hour demolition refresher 

course conducted by this battalion •. These personnel ,-rere then 
deployed in support of Operation Hickory • . ".- -- ~.-

11 ,~. • '" •• :~._:_':"'<} 

;:-
• -.- - -~'-., ~j, 

and Supely 

4 .A follow "Up letter was sent requesting information concerning 
th0 loss of af.loating footbridge at coordinates 981621 on or 
about 11 January 1967. The first letter requesting inform­
ation was f01"1ol8rded from this Battalion on 20 January 1967. 

Two :.N/PRS-153 mine dotectors were obtained on temporary 
loan from 1st Shore Party Battalion. ' 

8 Eighteen drawbar attachments 1'JCre received for the EIHCO 
Tractors. Ten other dralll::ars were placed on requisition to 
bring the Battalion up to full allowance. 

~ letter recommending ammunition expenditure rates for a . 
Force Engineer Battalion in Vietnam was sumaitted to. C.G., 
1st Harine Division. 

10 h report of on hand serviceable and unserviceable body armor 
was forlJarded to C. (I. 1st }'larine Division. 

12 TI1is Battalion received six water purification sets whiCh 
were assigned to Utilities Platoon, Service 'Company. 

A contract for messhall and trash pick-up was agreed to by 
Ton Nu Thi Liev. 
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• • 
13 A report of EIi:CO Tractors, attachments and repair' parts 

~1iCh have been received or are yet to be received, was 
su brd t ted to C. G. 1 st Harin e Division. 

14 A JO KW generator originally alloted to Company liD" at 29 Pall1lS 
by C. G. FNF'Pac \~as Code "Xl dl1 • Ii. replacoment is not auth- ' 
orized. 

IS 11 letter requesting a modification to Division Order 444l.16B 
{las forwarded to C. G. 1st Harine Division. 'TIle request was 
for a breakdown on the allocation of bridging and outboard 
motors. 

This Battalion received one tunnel destruction set \.lhich vas 
assigned to Company "Bh. 

22 A request for funds in the amount of 15 percent of the curr­
ent total annual authorization for FY 67 to be allocated to 
this Battalion during the Fourth Quarter was submitted to 
C.G. 1st Harine Division. 

A letter requesting a total of 40 nylon-plastic tarps was 
forwarded to C. G. 1st Hanne Division. 

25 1~ Unsatisfactory Equipment Report was forwarded to the 
Commandant of the liarine Corps for torque rods on the 
M-5lli.2 • 

. 26 . A 150la-lgenerator ws issued to this Battalion for use in 
the main camp area. 

29 f~ initial issue repair parts list for the 4x2 EUCLID dump 
truck was received. 

31 i .. recomrendation for Class II Type 2 allo\~ances for this 
Battalion and the Bridgu Companies was sent to C.G. 1st 
Marine Division.. . 

(2) Supply 

(a) ..'Zth Engineer Battalion EliiF (RUC 21300) 

During the month of May the Battalion Supply Section 
processed 7.1 priority 02 and 05 requisitions and 1183 prior­
ity 12 and 17 requisitions. t~so processed were 898 receipts 
from duo, 795 iSmles from duo and 206 issues from varehouse. 

(b) 1st Bridge Company FMF (RUe 12J25) 

During the month of May 1st Bridge Company Section 
processed S52 requisitions. .11so processed were 197 receipts 
from due, 196 issues from due and 52 issues from warehouse. 

) 
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( c) 3rd Brid~ Company FlIl (RUe ml2.) - .... 

During the· month of Hay 3rd Bridge Company Supply Sec­
tion processed 98 requistions. .Uso ;Jrocessed were receipts 
from due 0, issues from due 0, and issues from warehouse 
265. 

(3) ~r Transpor1 

Appro:ximate1y 183,883 mi10s iJere logged on the Battalion's 
Hotor Transport Vehicles during May. 

(4) Maintena~ 

The Battalion 1,Iaintenanc8 'Platoon com"Oleted 126 :Hotor Tran­
sport work orders during the month of MaY.· A total of llJ. work 
orders ,~cre submitted. 27 wore sent to· Maint Bn. Total \.fork 
.orders for Engineer Equipment numbered 158 "d th 135 completed 
and 38 \~ere sent to FSR. 

(5) Messing 

Tho Battalion Mess Staff continued to pro~ide four (4) meals 
daily except on Sunday; the fourth meal being a midni,[pt ration 
for night crc"I-Is. On SUnday a brunch replaces breakfast and 
dinner. 

(6) Homca1 

The Battalion .'.;id Station treated. 2,783 military and Viet­
namese. During the mont~ of May the Dental Clinic treated Zl.2 
military and 26 Vietnamese. 

(7) Embarkation 

To Chu Lai 

3 - Bridge Trailers 
1 - :JT/NRC 83 

PhuBai 

3 - Outboard Motors 

:Qong Ha 

1 - Bay City 
Crane 

g. Civil .!,ffairs/Civic AQtion 

(1) The civil affairs program continues on a daily basis. 

(2) Activities ~rere as follows: 

(a) MED Cl'.P progress provided troatment to 2,783 persons. 

(b) The Battalion sponsored, Vietnamese brickyard produced a 
total of" 31,385 soil bricks. 

(c) .1 total of 325 bars of soap ,~ere given out to tnc Vietnamese 
people. 
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• • (d) ~ total of 46,289 brick~ were reloased from the 7th Engineer 
13El.ttalion Brick Faotory during tho mont:l of llay for various projects. 

(0) .~ total of 6,960 cement bricks ,.rere produced at the HO;. NINH 
Refugee Village for the month of l-1ay 1967. 

(f) ..... grand opening ceremony wae held in the Village of HO.~ 
VINH on 5 Hay 1967 for the opening of the Village Chief' e ::'dministra­
tive Office. Present at tho ceremony wore liajor General Herman 
NICKERSON Jr., Commanding General of 1st Narine Division, Lieutenant 
Colonel Warren P. KITTERMiJ~, Commanding Officer of 2nd Battalion, 
7th Harines, and Lieutenant Colonel Frank If. Ht.RllIS III, Commanding 
Officer of 7th Engineer Battalion, accompanied by the 7th Engineer 
Battalion Civil !J.ffairs Officer, and the 'Cbiof~Mr 'TOla, of HO~~ \tINH 
Village. ' 

h. Psychological Oporations. None. 

'. i. CODlDlllnication!. None. 

SUPPORTING DOC(J}~ 

Officer .:.ssignments. See TAB A of Enclosure (1). 

Report of Demolition Team Dep1o~lnent, See Tl~ B of Enclosure (1). 
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DECLASSIFIED 

•• • Report of Demolition Tearr~ Doployment 

On 17 Hay \>1 0 C. i' •• HoCULLOUGH and 32 enlisted personnol "fore organ­
ized into ten, three men, assault demolition teams plus SSgt. W.J.SKlD­
lDRE, Platoon Sergeant, and 8 oorpsman. The 33 personnel 'Wore l'1.Otm by 
helicopter from the 7th Engineer Bn LZ to tho U. s. S. 0lC[N.1i,.u~ (LPH-:3). 

'!he team reported to the Operations 01'fioGr of the 1st Bn 3rd Marines 
and were reorganized into three ten man teams to be assigned to Companies 
A, B and C. Plot 0945 on 19 May the entire detachment 1andod by helicopter 
on GREEN BE:~CH in connection v"ithOpcration Hickory. They were assigned 
a beach sector by Najor THORNBERRY (m of 1/3) and cegan to dig proteot;.;. 
tive holes. .:iter approximately one hour on the beaCh the sector receiv­
ed approximatoly 30 rounds of mortar fire. Throo mon, including the 
corpsman, 'Were 'YJOunded and ovaeu.ated. 

~~t about 11.30 on 19 Hay nine personnel were taken by LVT to Co "AI;. 
The remainder stayod on GRE~T BE:..clI until 15.30 on th0 21st. Thero were 
two mortar attacks during daylight on the 20th. at 1530 on tho 21st tho 
detachment movod l:.y LQvI to HHITE BE~(Jl and "Jere'landed "Ii. th elements of 
3rd Shore Party Bn and :3rd Engineer Bn. '!hey remained in positions on 
the ceach until the Gvuning of the 23rd at lJhich timethoy were roturned 
by" hOUcoptcrto tho USS OKlNLWA. T'aey "lore returned to the 7th Engin­
eer Bn CP at 1630 on the 24th. 

The 9 mon sont to ".~'ll/3 landed at BLUE BE::.CH and wore taken under 
firoby artillery. They then were taken by LVT to join ".'011 Co at 1430. 
Onc man was evacm.ated (NBC) from the beach. 

The next morning thoywere divided into two teams under the direction 
of SSgt SKIIMORE. Both teams woro omploycd in the destruction of caves 
and they destroyed 52 caves. 

On tho 20th they returned_to the beach where SSgt SKIIMORE destroyed 
3 dud artillery rounds. ' ,: 

On the afternoon of tho 24th they lJere heli-lifted to the OIaHI .. w.. ... 
and were returned to tho 'fth Engineer Bn CP at 1300 on the 25th. 
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