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OBGANIZATIONAL DATA 
1. ,DESIGN,A1IION"- -" ' . 

b ~ l%'%'4:;':0ii~1)r 1Jflffi I) ..',. 
~~l.n..!h''f~~e Dinsl.on 

(Rein), m-"--='~ 

SUBORDINATE UNl!l'S 

Headcparter.s ComPalW, 7th Marines 

1st Battalion, lthMarines 

2nd Battalion, 7th MarineB 

3rd Battalion, 7th 'Marines 

2. Location. i-,a' September 1967 ])A NANG. 

;. Staff Officers - Headquarters. 7th kines. 

ExeoO 

5-1 
5-2 
S-, 
6-4 

5-5 

LtCol R •. E. JCilNSON 045285' USMC 
LtOol T. J • BOHANNON 021354 USMC 
Capt D. R. MUNCIE 085511 't1SMC 
MajT. C. HOUSTON 010815 USMC 
Maj L.A. PREBLE 070447 USMC 
Maj J. L. BImLER 066112 USMC 
Maj J. L. :amLER066172 USMC 

, Maj' M. A. SWEITZER JR. 074108 USMC 
Capt R! T. JCHNSON .m. 07~52 USMC 

4. Average Monthly strength • 

. USMC - USN -OFF m OFF 
T 
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• 
OolR. R. MINER 

.-035874, USMC 
,'(1-308!p61) 

Capt C •. A. SHAVER 
0825 39 'OSMeR 
(1-30 Sep61) 

LtCol J.: D. ROWLEY 
053367 USMC 
(1 .. 14 Sep67) 

LtCol .W. J. DAVIS 
049480 - USMC 
(14-30 Sep67) 

LtCol J. R~ LOVE 
051951 USMC 
(1~30 Sep61) 

LtCol J. D. ,COUNSELMAN . 
049744 USNC 
(1-,0 Sep61) 

1.;.2 Sep 61 
3-;0 , Sep 67 ' 
1-30 " Ssp 67 
1-30 Sep 61' 

: 1-21 Sap 61 
22-30 Sap 61 
1-1 Sep 67' 
8-30' Sap 67 
1-30 'Ssp 67 
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. NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1. Narra.tive summaries by each ba.ttalion are oontained in their ohronologies • 
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P A..'R.T III 

SEWENTIAL LISTTI'lG OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. TOPICS. 

a. Personnel aIld Administration., ' 

(1) Administration. No significant changes. 

(2) Personnel. During this reporting period operations consisted 
of processing assignments of 293 replacements, 430 Rest ani Recuperation 
quotas being allocated ancL filled, administration of 254 rotatees, process­
ing of 19 recommendations for persOnala1rlards, processing of 7 meritorious 
combat promotions requests and 4 requests for Hardship Discharge. 

(3) Casualties Sustained. 

(a) There were 144 ,combat casualties during the month of which 
10 were KIA's aIld 134 were WIA's. ' 

(b) There were 4 non-battle casualties. 

b. Enemy. t-feather and Terrain. 

(1) Significant Reports •. 

(a) During the month of September a large number of low level 
agent reports were received indicating the continued presence of VC Battalion 
and company size units in the ARIZONA area. These reports were substantiated 
by numerous sightings of small enemy units by Recon and contacts by our or-
ganic units. ' 

(b) Numerous rep~rts were received of VO wilts with rockets 
planning to attack the DA NANG Airbase. 

(c) The interrogation of NGUYEN VAN LONG, wounded and captured 
by'lJ::.l" Battery 4/11 in the attack on the I<i-4-11 position on the morning of 
2 September revealed that LONG was a member of the R-21 Company of the R-20 
Battalion. WOO enlisted in the NVA in North Vietnam in Apri'~' 1966 and ar­
rived in DAI LOO District Q,JAll} llAlI1 Province on 28 September 1966 as a re­
placement in the R-20. The R-20 is repor~edly located in the Operation 
ARIZONA area. During the last part of lI.ugust, WOO stated the. t the R-21 
Company swam the SONG VU GIll. River at HA NHA vic A!r 806544, and moved along 
the edge of the mountains to the area of AT 8780. Their mission was to 
destroy all American out!x>sts, positions, and Cpt s.cbf~Frlt)'(;)~tY.ALrn 
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edge of the 1st Division TAOR. The attack on M-4-11 is the only action 
attributable to the R-21 during September. 

(d) The interrogation of NGUYEN VAN XU AN, captured by F-2-7 
on the night of 20 September revealed that .IDAI'l was a member of the 3rd 
Platoon, 70tll Company of the 1002 Battalion. The 1002 Battalion consists 
of the 167th, 168th, 68th arrl70th infantry companies and the 69th artill­
ery company. XU.I\J.1' stated that the 1002 Battalion arrived at TRO NIEtT I~Tount­
ains in HOA VANG District on or about 25 July 1965. XUAN' and a detail of 4 
had come from the mountains vicinity AT 823888 to get supplies at the vill­
age of TIDY TU and .las returning '(ilhen captured. XUAJ':,T joined the va in Oct­
ober 1965 in DAI 100 Distn.'ct with the 1002 Battalion. XUAJ."f states that 
the 1002 is at full strength with go ad Stipp lies and good morale. 

(e) New units reported to be operating within the TAOR are the 
1002 Battalion in HOA V AI'fG District and an unidentified. Battalion inOper­
ation ARIZONA area • 

. (2) Operations. One major operation WaS conducted during the month 
of September. Operation YAZOO WaS conducted by the 1st Bn, 7th l'~ines dur­
ing the .period 26 August to 5 September with light enemy contact. Operation 
YAZOO resulted in 2 va KIA (0) and one individual weapon captured. The maj­
or accomplishment of Operation YAZOO was the discovery and search o£ the 
East-West trail network utilized by the VC from Happy Valley into the vital 
area of the DA NANG Airbase complex.' 

(3) va Activity. 

(a) VO activity within the TAOR was moderate with a total of 
181 Marine and va initiated incldent~ and 74 mine and booby trap incidents. 

(b)·· There were two rocket attacks during September. On 2 
September, a coordinated attack \~S launched against the FLO compound at 
Red Beach and the DA NANG Airbase •.. Twenty 122Jmn rockets impacted at the 
FLO compound from firing positions at ~ 854851, and Nr 852780. Simultan­
eously, .9 140mm rockets impacted along the southeastern edge of. the DA 
l'l'Al\G Airbase from a firing position at A!r 964674. On 9 September an abort­
ive attack ,,'as launched against theDA NANG Airbase. 'rlbree. 140111m rockets 
impacted in fhe eastern-central portion of the airbase from a firing position 
at AT 963687. The reaction force that searched the launch area found 8 un-
f ired rockets and 11" launchers« The lIFire Arrow" alert has been in effect 
throughout the month of September and contin~es at this time. 

(c) There were thre~ acts of terrorism reported during Sept­
ember. On September 3 the :Village of GO DliIJ .AT 927837 was burned and 1 Viet­
namese ,.,oman was killed by 32 YQ'_atmed with K-44 rifwand Jvr":'79' s. I- 'pn 1,0 
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September a Vietnamese woman ,.,as killed by 1 VC with an AK-47 for giving 
l?o:pular Force troops information concerning VO activities. On 26 Sept­
ember the village chief of ROA VINE AT $8877} was assasinated in a well 
coordinated attack by an estimated 10-12 VC. 

(d) At 060 200R , a 30 mefer section of Liberty Bridge.AT 927533 
was destroyed by an unknown type explosive device. The eXplosion appeared 
to have occurlt'ed either at water level or below. No enemy fire or move­
ment was observed and indications are that the VC employed divers to plant 
the device. 

(e) At 140310H, a£orce of 30-40 VC unsuccessfully attacked 
the Popular Force defending the bridge at AT 926867. The position received 
20 82rPJIl mortar rounds and A/\" fire resulting in 2~hpular Forces soldiers 
killed and 1 wounded. E/2/7 sent a reaction force and mortar and artillery 

~ fire was directed onto likely withdrawl routes. 

(£) .AT 181835H, the E/2/7 platoon position providing security 
for the l'1CB rock crusher at 1:[2 887955 received 15 rounds of 82mm mortar fire 
from AT 883943. Six Marines and 1 Sea-Bee were wounded but did not require 
evacuation. 

(4) Regimental Intelligence Section Activities. 

(a) Normal administrative and Combat Intelligence functions 
vrere carried out during the month. On 25 September the assistant S-2 and 
the intelligence ohief atteneded a meeting in ROI AN whioh discussed Infra­
structure Coordira tion Evaluation Exploitation (IOn). This program is a 
concerted effort against va infrastructure by the National Police Agency, 
QUANG DA IVlilitary Special Sector, the Census Grievance agency and the local 
DOICO's. This information and administrative matters were discussed at a 
meeting called by the Regimental 5-2 with the Battalion 5-2' s on 30 September •. 

(b) A Regimental detainee collection poipt has been constructed 
at Hill 55. Eight military policemen have been attached to Hq Co, 7th Marines 
for the operation and security' of the collection point. 

(c) The 9th Interrogation Tr~slation Team has completed con­
struction of facilities at Hill 55 and continues to provide Interrogation­
Translation support to the 7th Narines. 

(5) \veather. Ground operat ions Here not seriously affected by the 
weather conditions. The rru.m.ber of days with measurable precipitation ,.,as 
18 with a trace of precipitation on ) days of the month. Precipitation 
amounted to 14.74 inches. Naximum, minimlim and mean temperatures were 94, 
73 and 83.5 degrees respectively. The average relaCONFtDfN'tlAt: 
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percent during the month of September. 

• 
(6) VO Statistics. Activities in the TAOR resulted in detention 

of 70 Vietnamese of whom 5 were sent to the In :1-1AE' compound as ,roW. One 
was sent to the Provincial Interrogation Center at HOI Al'f and two 'vere 
evacuated to Medical facilities. The total enemy casualties was 36 KIA 
confirmed and 99 KIA. probable. "'eapona captured are as fo11o,.,s: 

(a) 1 1'1-16 

(b) 1 SHG 

( c~ 1 AK-47 

(d) 1 M-14 

(7) Terrain. Enclosures (2) through (4) (Battalion Command 
Chronologies). 

c. Organization and Operations. 

(1) During this reporting period, the 7th Marines w~s under the 
operational control of the COllllllanding General, 1 st Marine Division. 

(2) Fire Support. 

(a) Artillery. Artillery support during September was nor-
mal, except as indicated below: 

( 1) A provisional compo si te battery cons:is ting of 2 LVTH-6, 
2 155 How, 1 8" How and 1 155 Gun was formed: and became OPOOl'T 3rd Bn, 11th 
~~ines on 28 August to provide additional artillery support for ground forces 
on Operation YAZOO. 

(b) Air Support. 

Total Requests 307 

Total Oomplet ed 240 

Total Troop Lifts 12 

. Total Logistic Lifts. 45 

Prisoners Carried 1 

Escorts for Prisoners 1 

Liaison Missions 

7 

, 63 
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Recon Hi88ions 

Unit-Cmdr 11is8ions 

Staff i"Ussions -

Tactical Air Re<tuests/Received. 

Total11ed Evac's Requests 

Total r'led ENae' s Oompleted. 

Total Ned Evac Personnel 

Total Iog 

Total Troops Lifted 

Canceiled Due to Weather 
- -

• 
10 

9 

1_8 

34/37 

142 

135 -

261-

140,000 

721' 

22 

Caticeiled Dele to Unavailability ?f A/e 37 

lbs 

(~) Nava.l Gunfire. DUring September there was no' naval gunfire 
available. 

(3) Signifioa.Ylt Operations CondUoted. 

.. /~~ 

(a) - Operation YAZOO, a-_search and destroy operation ",est of 
the Rooket Belt in the Happy Valley area was conducted from 27 .August to 5 
September 1967 under the control of ,the co, 7th liIarines.. -Additional inform­
a.tion is contained in the 1 st Bn, 7th Marines Command Chronology .. 

d. Plans. 

(1) Combat Missions ASsigned. 

(a) 7th marines has established and -maintains a recon soreen 
throughout assigned sector of DA nANG TAOR; conducts unilateral offensive 
operations l.,ithin assigned sector of DA Nlu'K} TAOR;conducts coordinated, 
unilateral and combined offensive -operations in Division .Area of Respon­
sibility and I CTZ as directed-; and maintains control of assigned sector 
of DA NANG TAOR. 

(b) \fuen direoted, on- twelve hour notioe, _ 7th l'larines provide~ 
on!? Battalion (rein) for employmeJ?taO.,ywhere in RVN; vlith an additional 12 
hour notioe, provides a -regimental headquarters and one or t,1O battalions 
for employment any;V'here in RVN upon -.commitment of initiaTbattalibn.. _ 

-CONFiDENT~AL 
COJ.lllY.DJENr IAL 
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(c) 7th IvIarines is prepared to provide one b~ttalion as division 
reserve ,men directed and one ccmpanY (rein) to Airbase Defense Battalion 
for defense of DA nANG Airbase and DA NANG East wh?n directed. 

(d) 7th Marines ensures'coordinated, planned surveillance and 
interdiction of possible enemy mortar and ,rocket firing 'sites within its 
assigned area and similarly conducts aggressive patrql activities and emp­
loysall available assets to interdict and de-ny u~e of -waterwaYs to the en­
enmy. 

- (e) 7th),larines provides forces to reiriforcethreatened C ivil­
ian Irregular Defense Group camps, to re-establish sUch CBmPS in enemy ter­
ri tory if destroyed, and to p.lrsue enemy forces involved in attacks on such 
camps as necessary. 

(r) 7th Marines provides forces to reinforce-threatened Dist­
rict Capital and Revolutionary Development cadre, to re-establish such J;Os­
itions in enemy hands and pursue farcies involved in attacks on such positions. 

(g) 7thjVlarines is prepared to COHllnit rapidly by helicopters 
such reinforced units of squad, platoon or comp8.,ny size as appropriate to 
reinforce friendly units, to protect downed aircrart or drones, and to ex­
plo it support irlg arms _ eIitployment. 

e~' Training~ 

(4) Five men attended Basic-,Amrno Tech school 

(5) Fourteen men att'ended lif90, school on' 'OKllU"rA. " 

(6) The Regimental NCO School ,"as teniJ;Orarily halted during Sep-
'tember. It will resume in November. ' 

'(7) The 7th Har1nes had no ,quotas forLa.!!d Nine Warfare School dur- , 
ing September •. 

f. Combined Action CompaaY PrOgram. 

(1) The 7th Harines has 12 Oombbed Action Platoons in its-'DA. lUHG ' 

TAOR. 
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(1) Operation YAZOO was.·terminated on 5 September. The only sign­

ificant problem was a lack of helicopters which resulted in sporadic re-· 
supply. The LSAwas disbanded and all remaining supplies returned. to FIC 
by 7 September ... 

(2) The Regimental Supply Officer and Hotor Transport Officer made 
Staff Visits to each of the battalions in accordance with the follolang 
schedules: 

1st Batt~ion, 7th ~~rines 

2nd Battalion, 7th Marines 

3rd Battalion, 7th Marines 

5 September 

6 September 

7 September 

The purpose of the visit was to see what action had been taken to correct 
the discrepancies noted in the Division Supply and IvIaterial Readiness Han­
agement Team Inspections conducted during August., 

(3) On 6 September a list of the key bridges and major equipment 
required for their defense was submitted to Commanding General, 1st Narine 
Division. 

(4) The shortage of sandbags and dogtags which was previously re­
ported as critical waS alleviated. 

(5) Special allowance requests were submitted for nine (9) addition­
al 81mm mortars for the Regiment. 

(6) Over 12,000 Ibs of food unfit for human consumption has been 
delivered to the 3 refugee; camps in the eastern portion of the 2/1 TAOR 
to be used. as pig food. The food is delivered on a weekly basis. 

(1) One building has been completed at the Orphanage' of QJJAlm L1I1>1. 
'Vlork continues on other improvements to the orphanage. 

i. Communioations. 

( 1) During the period covered by this report, the Communication 
Platoon conducted no new operations. This unit conducted normal training 
and communication system improvement. 

j. 11edical. 

(1) A total of 317 Marines were seen at 
during the month of September, an increase of 81 
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cases of Veneral disease reported to HqCo. No cases of Nalaria or roo \.,ere 
found in HQ personnel. 

(2) The Division Surgeon's inspection of the Regimental Aid Station 
waS satisfactory w'ith major discrepancies that was large'ly related to their 
reCluest for a new supply and inventory system. Their request has been com­
plied .Ii th and the Regimental Aid Station will shortly be ready :for reinspect­
ion. 

(3) During September 112 Vietnamese civilians 1Yere brought to the 
Regimental Aid Station for treatment of severe -illness. or injury. This roo 
CAP responsibility is not confined to any specific hours,' but rather is avail­
able 24 hours a day. The large majority of civilians have either shrapnel 
or small arms injury. 

(4) The health of the Command is eXcellent. 

k. NevT Techniques Enployed. Enclosures (2) through (4), Battalion Com­
mand Chronologies. 

2. ENTRIES. Tab A (7th I4arines Unit Journal 'for September). 

, Til. 5 Pl .rtl~ ~,?T t'Jp~PEl{)S' 

CONFIDENTrl\L 
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. 7th 'Marines. . 
:.~.. HEAD~ART.' 

1St Marine Division (Rein) PMF 
FR:l San Francisco" Call.fo~n.i.a 96602 

, 
7th Marines S&C No.Quu, .. b1 

. Copy No.li- of' A.b.: Copies 
3/LAP/wjg 

.CONFIDENTfAIJ 20 September 1961 

From~ Comlll~U1d.ing O.ffi<;:er 
To: Commanding Gen:~ral, 1st :r.iarine Division 

Subj: Combat After Action Report; Operation PEDOS 

Ref: ~~< 
( 05 

DivO 5480.1A 
11apsf Vietnam, ,1:50,000 AMS Series L7014, Sheets 6540I f 6541 II 
7th Marines OperO 6-67 

Enel: J (1 ) After .tw~~on Report, 1 st En, 7th M~ ~. ~'y-J.l 
(2) 1'&tieF Ae;\;le~ Rs,@Pl;, 3~!i lin, 41lik Mhr= ~ , 

J H ~ i'.rfii ef .~e'M_:; n..-R-epa.rt, 11.'3'6 8:Ae .. 8 }fa ... ,. lift ~-11 
After Aotion Report, 1st Engr Bn ! 

10 CODE NA1Y1El\ND TYPE OF OPERATION. OperationP]cOS, a 7th MariOOS( ... ) 
(Rei;)' search and destroy operation. 

2. . ;Q,ATES OF OPWtNI1IO:[. 200100H to 270700H July 67. 

7th Mer (-) (Rein) 
Hq 'Co (-) 7th Mar 
Det J 7th Corom En 
Det, Comm Co, Hq En 
Det Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div 

Dat, ITT 
Det, OIT 
Det, }!PIa . 

Co H (-) (Rein), 2.p.d Bn, 7th Mar 

S & C rILES 
H!EJS~~.;or] r;~~A~~f~:S. 

iST MPJUiJlt Dt'nSl:::.!'I, if~~, . 

CoJlll:7 /0 oi !3 O:O~G<J 
Col CROSSFIELD 

CONFIDENTiAl] 
CONFIDENTIllL 

DOWNGRADED AT. ; YEAR INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
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'~ .lst:an (-1--iReinL1-tJ), ).~~ 
'~ 

1st En (-) 7th Mar 
FO Tme, Btry G, 3rd B!l, 11th Mar 
Plt, Co 0, 1st Engr Bn 
Det, 1st SP En (liST) 
Det, EOD 
Det, Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div 

Det 1 t::f'T 
Det, CIT 
Det, ISO 

net, HCl Co, 7th Mar (Scout-Snipers) 
De!;, flRVN InteU 

2rd Bn{:}_(Rein), 11th Mar 

Det, Hq Btry 
Btry G 
Btry K (-)(Rein),4th Bn, 11th Mar 
Plat, 3rdS" Hvw Btry (SP)"11th Mar 
Plat, 3rd 155 Gun Btry, 11 th Mar 

90 (Rein) 2' 1 si-Reco."'l En 

Det, 1st FSR 
Det~ 1st SP Bn (EST) 

00 ~ 2nd Bn, 7th Mar 

6.. SJJ~JRTIlfG FORCES. 

LtCol BALZER 

Capt GARRITY 

Capt WKER 

Capt 

, 

(a) Operation PECOS Was planned and ,executed as a complete~ 
helic01lter supported operation. The assault troops were pre:positioned at 
Jill' BOA on D-1 to facilitate helicopter refueling and effect a rapid build 
up of troops in LZ VUIIl'URE. The lift consisted of 570 -troops and was com­
pleted in 2i hours utilizing CH-46 aircraft. Only token sniper fire was 
received by one CE~6, and this wa9~ickly suppressed by BOIE gunships. 

(b)' Upon securing the LZ, CR-53 airoraft were utilized to heli~ 
lift six 105 Howitzers of "Gil Battery, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar into LZ VUI4'URE. A 
rapid buildup of artillery ammunition was effected on D-Day and resupp~ was 
conducted eaoh day thereafter. 
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ing, conducted the LZ prep and provided. a.t'lllud rupport throughout D-Day in 
the operation area.. one.'" raft was,'~sign~il as command. .• ' controland. 
proved invaluable in affo ' an oPPoI'tun.Hi for the Batt '~ and Company 
Comm~nder8 to conduct aerial reoonnaissance~ 

A ~. . 

,. - (a) Fixed wins aircraft were used for all LZ preps and effect­
ively neutralized enemy 'ii'otivity in the immediate vicinity of the LZ. 

''-'' . 
. /: ~{. 

(b) Air ~£Tikes were used with success in the destruction of 
enemy ",ray stationsf~@ly areas and bunkers, whlch were in d0filide,:£!tCIn: 
artillery" 

(a) 01 airoraft were used extensively fo assist the maneuver 
I . 

elements navigate when the dense jungle oanopy limited, visibHity. Division 
ACts were used without exception for this type navigation and for general 
observation in the operation area. 

(4), Forward l\ir Oontrol Team. 

(a) 4n Air Officer or enlisted FAC teams were present with 
the maneuver element at all times; however, a T,AC(A) 'was neoessary for 
each fixed wing strike because of the reduced visibility in the dense jungle 
canopy" 

(5) La,nlling Zones~ 

(a) Landing zone VULTURE initially aocomodated 2 CH-461 s and 
_ ";'ccl.'.i.ng the oourse of the operation was improved and enlarged to accomodate 

8 OlI-46!s. 

(a) The air support fu~shed by th~ 1 st Marine Aircraft Wing 
was tinielY1 accu.rate, eff8 ctive, and profeSSi/!Ula:~:throU,ghout. 

pg AJj;AJleJ;x. See Enclosure (2). 

C" Fire Support CoordiJ:}ation (PEOO~. 

(1) No significant problems were encountered in fire sup'po~:t;:~coord-
:.:'r .~, 

ination. 

(2) Liaison representatives from reconnaissance units ,·rere located 
'in Infantry Regimental and Battalion Fire Support Ooordination centers, whioh, 
facilitated the coordination between the infantry and reconnaissance elements. 
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- a. •. During the two month period prior to operation PECOS, elements of 
1st Recon En sighted numerous small units of 2-10 VO in the operational area. 
These imitswere believed to be infiltration groups or patrols from larger 
uni ts in the e..rea.. Spe~ial agent ~eports tended to indioate a. possible log­
istic and persor.nel staging area in the western end of the operational area. 
In adQition, a Speoial Forces Task Force made contact with an estimated re­
irlforoed NVllccmpany at ZO 065691 on 19 April and 'a"5··.hour fire fight ensued • 

. The Special Forces unit reported 28 VO KIA (0) and 35. vo -K4. (p). Reinforoe­
ments 1tlitrin 12 to 24 hour period. consisted. of the Q.-14th Compaxwlooal. l!broe 
and tha 402nd Gappe~ Battalion. 

b.;> The intelligence information upon which operation PECOS was planned 
'\-!as provicled b;y- 1st Marine Division, G':"2, which, through ar.alysis of patrol 
reports, low level agent ~eports? a,;1d other reliable intelligenoe sources 
conclud.ed that there were no confiimed enemy units operating in the operat­
ional area, but that "\ihere ware inevitably guerilla forces located therein, 
and probably elements of tre 402nd Sapper Battalion and the Q.-14th weal 
Force Company .. 

c" va strength a~d sHuationactlJalIy found during the conduct of the 
operatiom 

'. (a)' 190B15H (D-1) Recon patrol CLASSMATE attempted a helicopter 
i.nsertion and 'received heavy small arms o.-l'l.d autom.atic "reapens fire from 
-"""'1.kerg at ZC 188648, ZC 193646 and ZC 199646.. The insertion was cancelled 

- <:lou.d. en e,:::.r st~ike was oalled$ The supporting aircraft received heavy small 
a.rms and au-t;,.,matic weapons fire from ZC 196643. The bomb damage assessment 
for the strike was 10-13 VO KBA and. two bunkers destroyed. 

(b) 1910'iOH-191930H ,(D-1 ) Reoon patrol CLASSMI1TE repo'rted hearing 
15-20 va converging on their position from north,. south, and wast. The 
patrol used as to break contact.. RUlE gunships fired suppressive fires around 
the patrolls position receiving fire themselves~ , 

(0) 22')915H (D+2) Recon patrol KILLER KANE 2'.0 073677, engaged appro x­
=-~nately 40 va in a harbor site with' small a~s fire and. 1 Sl'ONERiQm .. The 
patrol cOl'1fime.J 2 -VC' KrA and estimated 3 VO KIll (Prob); captured e~ipment 
i.nr.lu'ledt 2 7(> 62mm· 0115.001)1 type 56;B-40 Rocket launchers w/; rockets,. 1 
70 62nun Cr.icom. 1,.K-47 ass8,ult rifle w/5 mag, a large assortment of ammunition, 
g.:r.enades, 20 Ib" TNT, 12 fi:..~ing devices f ,25 ft time fuse, 5501bs of.rioe, 
10 Ibs of medical supplies, 2 sony transistor radios, 8 knives, 13 tools, 
"Trist compass: 10 flashlights, 3 flags, large assortment of cooking gear. 
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(d) Recon sightings of small groups of VC were as follm ..... 

191400H - 6 VO w/packo and ""'Pns ZC 134667 

191335H - 3 VO moving east zc '136668 

201205R - 7 VO moving north w/packs and wpns ZC 132668 

201800H - 4 VO 1?H engaged a"b 20 meters ZC 184654 

2i0945H - KILLER KANE or obs VO firing AWl s at helos from 
ZC 060672 and 08670 

22190JTI - Unl;: number of VO ZC 073673, 

2315"15E - 10 VC .at zc 123654 

dOl The VO succ:es<lfully eluded infantry units under the heavy canopy 
but many ir.dioatiop~ of their presence were found A Harboring sites and 1 
o~riously VO oontrolled village was foUnd. TheBe are listed as foilows: 

(1) m 156670, 8 huts with underground caves, captured 1 Z10,' 6 
rQS 706~, 2 pair boots, 3 sets utilities, 1 canteen, 1 MAS-36, and spare 
parts for vrpnsc 

(2) ZG 132672, 3 huts, area cultivated; equipment captured inoluded 
1 beret, 1 IJSNC tropical shirt, 1 First aid kit, 1 car"bridge belt, YO mess 
bt, 6 8Ey1;6 b:u:~:ok PJ\ s, 100 lb.s salt, -1 VO letter. 

(5) ZC 0986691 3 bunkers, large 6nough for 4-6 persons, site com­
manded portion of valley floor. 

,(4) ZG 099659, "R&R" center, 25 struotures for ?.o-,JO persons each, 
mess hall, alld Si,rlm:ning hole, captured e.ssorted olothing, papers, 1 K':""44 
bo,jons-r. 9 2 lighted. oigarettes,expended 57mm RR rde, :2 pairs boots and juilgle 
U'tiilitieH" 

(5) ZIJ "12:;670 1 Rest area, can.aocomodate 10;"15 persons, soraps of 
:.~() ::;;1" fOllncl in. a2'8a indioating recent occupation .. 

( -, 6) zc 1576549 40 ft tower with sleepip~ quarters 50 meters aWalf 
'~,hat could a~x:;om(l::late 3-4 persons. 

('7) Z0 123660, 4 thatched buts and corn field. 

(8) ZO 155679, 23 bamboo shelters, 4x5x7, 8 fighting holes, 6x8x1O, 
5 punji pits 3:x3x4Q 

(9) ZO 143657, Village with 15-20 structures. Found VC bulletin 
boards with_various propag~~da items. Captured 2 old military rifles, 
Frenoh 8mm M-191.6, and .munerous 60rnrn mortar cannisters. . 
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8e .Mdi tional Intelligence Gained" 

- (1) From documents and personal correspondenoE) oaptured at ZO 070671, 
22 July by a un.it cf 1st Recan Bn in a brief engagement with appro x 40 VO. 
It was determined. that the VC unit engaged was the 402rid SapperBn .. 

. . . . . 

(2) The numerous harbor sites found in the area and the sightings 
by Recon units indioate that deeper penetration into the valley will re­
sult in additional and ~sS:lbly more extensive discoveries.' 

f. ~nem.v Units Ident ified"" 

(1) There were no Units . positive ly identified as a result of this 
operation ylith the exception of the 402nd Sapper Bn. 

g. Terrain. . 

(1) ~ritical Terrain. 

(a-) The area of operation was a large valley (Happy Valley). 
Critical terrain was the natural and man-made openings in the canopy on the 
sides of the mountains overlooking. the valley. 

(2) Cover on the valley floor was poor, while on the heavily yeget.:.. .. 
ated sides of the valley; fallen trees pro.Vided fair cover. 

~ (3) .Concealment in the jungle was ·.excellent due tothetrees,'bamboo 
~ and brllSh ... On the valley floor, elephantgras8, .12 .. 15 ft high arid bamboo 

patohes, 15 ft high, afforded exoellent oonoe8.lment" 

e. 

ho Q,bl3ervational1d fields of fire .. 

(1) Observation was poor exoept for. cleared areas on the sides of 
the mountains looking down into the valley. Otherwise the thick vegetation 
limited observation to 5-10 meters. 

(2) l 'ieldsof fire for direct fire weapons waS. good on the va~ley 
floor from p.r.epared pOsitions. Mountain sides provided poor fields of fire 
due to the irregular terrain and the heavygrowlih. 

j~ Obstacle.§.o 

. (1) Through:~ut the operation, the irregular terrain and heavy under­
brush in the mountains hampered troop mov_ement. On the valley floor, the 
tall elephant grass also impeded maneuver elements .. 

k41 '\feather.· 

. ( 1) The Weather had an adverse effect on the' operation' in that extra. 
preoautions to preolude heat exhaustion slowed troop roovemetrts. Preoipitation 
hacl. negligible effect on the operation. 
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8, ~rissloN~ 7th Mar (-) (Rein) attacks, seizes and establishes forward 
-~·;:;;;~9.t base in Happy Valley ai'ea~ QP'.LlN HIEJ DUe and QUliN TRUONG DUe Dist-
-riots, QUfU"ID N1\M Province ,RVN1 oarries out search and destroy operations 

and conducts reconnaissanoe in foroe westward for a period of 5~7 days with­
in. support limits of fom.raid base to determine nature and extent of enall\Y 
activity in operational areao 

9. CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS. See referenoe (0). 

10. E1g]Q[TION.. The 7th Marines promulgated: Operatio"n Order 6-67 for Oper­
ation PEDOS at a comerence held at the 7th Marines OP on 17 Ju1,y1967. 
Enclosp.res (1), (2) and (3) oontiin a daily narrative of the sequenoeof 
events.- . . . . . . 

8:0 Enemjr losses: 

( 1 ) Personnel t. 

b. Friendly ~osses: 

( 1) Per sonne h 
~ , 

Kr.A (Conf) - 4. 
KIA (Prob) - 9' 
vas (CAPr)- 0 . 
Weapons ". ;.. 5 

KLA-' 0 

POW -' 0 
WIA - 0 
WIA (NE) '- 1. 
NBC -·2 

12. '1lJ)MINISTRATIiJE MATTERS~ 

(i) Pre-pla.nn:in.,g for Operation."'PECOS" logistioal support 'included 
liaison visit[1 t0 1 1sJ~ }1a.rine Division G-4,Engineers, Division Surgeon; the 
O;e.1':atiol1s Officer of Su.pply Battalion of Foroe Iogistios Command; the:,Com­
rro.a.oclir.g Officer of 1st Shore Party J3attalic>o; and the S-4 of MAG-:56 •. Add-
i tionally the S-4 officer partioipatedin all pre-operational briefings. 

(2) lQgistic Su.pport of Artillery Units: Although notattaoh¢ to 
7th Marines, Golf Battery y 11th Marines was, supported by the LSA.. This re"; 
sulted due to tl'.e Batterys! location in the operational area which neo~ss­
itated close coordination and'oontrolover . aircraft movement •. 

(3) ERrce ,Iodl?1iio Oommand Su~~ Support prOvided by SuPP4r 
Battalion of the Foroe logisti4il COllllllland was' 91l.t stand ing in all: respeots. 

CONFIDENT Ii!.L 
6 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

1 • 
-- (1) The logistic Support Area (LSA) ,was established at Hill 55 and 

opened at 0700H on D-Day. Pre-staging of supplies and equipment oommenced 
on 16 July" The Class V buildup was greatf't' than normal due to the require­
ment to be prepared to provide either 105rilor 1 07rmn ammunition. Initial " 
dump levels of artillery ammunition wElre I.united to the basic allowanoe plus 
3 DOk. On D+'it the d;l~mp level of 105mm increased to 5 DOA and the 107mm was 
removed from the LS!. All LS.A operations were smooth, and efficient. 

(2) Resupply to units was accomplished entirely by helicopner.Sup­
port provided by the CH-53 Squadron was outstanding" 

(3) Re~lupply was delivered' by.external lift utilizing wire nets, 
baskets~ nylon slings and nylon nets-. This method of delivery is much sup­
erior to internal lift and materially increases· helicopter utillZiation~ 'The 
prinoipal diffioulties ensountered in the external lift were' a shortage' of 
long reach pendants and wire nets. It is retoOmmended that these items be 
added to, the ,Tal:Jle of E~ipment of the SbOre:Party 'Battalion • 

. 0& Q.asua1t,y Evacuation:o All medioal evacuation was aocomplished by 
helicopter., No special problems were encountered. Because of the nature 
of tHe terrain night me.d-avac was vi.ctuAlly impossible. To provide a treat­
ment oapability a Battalion Aid Station was looated in the operational.area. 
There were very fGW caSual ties and this' arrangement prov:Eld satisfactory, 

:;, d~ S'tITioes. EqUipment requiring repair was forwllrded to the LSA •.. It 
was then delivered to the First Battalion (Rear) also located at Hill 55. 
When requ::'redrepairs were beyond the capability of the Battalion the item 
was eVRcuated to FSR .. ' In all cases the repaired equipment or a replacement 
item vlaS retur,ned to,the us:ii.ng unit within 12 hours. . 

fie During Operation' PECOS, a' radio re1awstation was' established on 
. top of TIl\. N.A?H:Lll 1467, to' facilitate radio transmission into the valley .. 

Six. n.ets were established: the regimental tactiCau., regimental'CoIl)lD.and, 
Tl',GP looel~ artillery battalion fire direotion, close support artillery 
'battery COE' and the regimental HST net. The original frequenoies, ass:igned 
1ti'8re ~ 

£n£J[AHY FREQ . TRIG GER FREQ. 

RIDT TAl} 

pmT OM]) 

TACP 

lillT BN FD 45.5 
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iffiT 'COF 

REIlT EST 

• 40.1 
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68.1 

be Throughout the six day problem three of these nets maintained auto­
matic retransmission. Theae were regimentpl tactical, TACP, ru:tillery bat­
ta.lion fire direction. Partial reasons for. the f ai lure to maintain automatio 
retrar).smission were, improper sighting 0"£ equipment, fad.lure to use high 
gain antennas? and faulty equipment!> _Seven of 12 retransmission cables did 
no.t work tbi-ough the first day. Upon examination it was found that wires 
were iroprope.rly solwred, seizing wire was used in the cables 1 circuit boards 
were warped from overheating with a soldering iron, ood components were miss­
ingo 

c. High gain antennas were used at the regimental CP and at the relay 
sibe. In every instance vThere a: high gain antenna wqs used in the valley 
and equipment was properly' sighted, su.stained automatic retranmission was 
possible.. One frequenoy proved unaccepta1?le for retransn1ission' and that 

. "ras 66.0.· When this frequency was ohanged, to' 67.7 on the third. day of the 
operation, commUnioations oleared up oonsiderably. The D!S battery OOF 
net of the attached abtillery battalion was able to monitor fire missions 
(lirectly from Happy ,Valley on 4001. The battery was located in the center 
of the valley and on the far eastern end., However, . to talk on this net 
the artillery battalion headquarters had to use the relay site and talk 
oyer 68 .. 10 Regiment tried to oontact other' units. in the valley on the 
primary frequenoies, but was unwocessfui~ ... Radio retransmission became very 

~poor during periods of high condensation in the valley and on the mountain • 
...., Th.1s 1!ias usually in the morning and evening. 

d g Le13gons were learned in fue employtilent 'of the retransmission gear. 
Durtng OP d.isplace.ment adequate communication equipm$nt . and personnel mu.st 
be in the firsJ.; wave ~. establish a taotical and artillery net. This equip-

. ment must includ.e 00-292 antennaS or field expedient high gain antenna.s. 
ill retranf--h"llission' ,eqUipment must be in excellent condi tion.Radio' op~r­
Etors must be schooled in retransmission ahd have some praotical training' 
B.3 a tea;:];, 

8~ It is reoommended that if multiohannel radio retransmission is ··nec­
l?s;:;ary fmm Happy Valley in the future that retransmission be attempted through 
jlJ\i/'mC -27B ra:lio relay equipment. This would omit half tha radios required, 
the use of retransmission cables, loss' of signal in retransmisSion and most 
important eliminate half thr-o frequencies :used.' together wi ththe problem of 
fiIlJiing non-interfering frequencies. lmAN/TRC-21B shot and one for each 
radio net used is all that is· required. The radio signal would come from 
Happy Valley from a re.dio to an·.AN!PRC-25 radio" on top of Rill 1467~ The 
eigne,.l v:cu}.,I-then be remoted into the radio control set C-2329!GRil-39, and 
sent over wire to one of· the eight· AN!TRC-27B channels. At the regimental 
CP the signal would come in ovor a Gha.nnel in the AU!TRO-27Band go over 
the wire to be guarded on a radio control set C-232S!GRA-39. . 

. .-
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14. OOMMENTS ON THE REOOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE ENCWStJRES. 

-' 
- _ a., The enclosed after action reports have been reviewed. The recommend-

ations concerning oontinued operations in the Happy Valley area are oon~idered 
"Walid and have been implemented, Operation -Y.AZOO having been conducted in 
the same area late in Imgust 1967. Although contact was minimal during Oper­
ation PECOS, the operation is considered important for its sig~fi6ant intell~ 
igence findingso . . . .' 

CG, 1st Mar Div 
CG, 1st MAW 
CO, 11th Mar 
00, ~iAG 36 
co, 1st Bn, 7th Mar 
00, 2nd :3n9 7th Mar 
CO, 3rd Bn~ 7th Mar 
QO~ 1st Reoon En . 
CO, 1st Engr Bn 
CO, 1st SP Bn 

• 
CO. ' Hq En, 1st Mar.Div 
CO, 1 st Med Bn 
CO, 3rd Bn~ "11th Mai­
CO, 4th En.9 11th Mar 
CO, 7th Com"} En 
CO, 1st FSR 
Files 
Total 

·T;JUh~ 

.111 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2" 
2 
2· 
2. 
4 
2 
2 
2· 
2 
2 
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