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PART I
onsmmxom. DATA

DESIGNATION

u“é’\,w il T 7
é:’l ;;S’é Lme Division ) - . . Col R. R. MINER

(Rein), Fi m""%«“ 035874 USMC
o (1-30 eep67)

CQDANDER

) SUBORDINATE U'NITS '

Haadqua.rters Gompany, 7th Marines : .. . o Capt G A. SHAVER
: 082539 USMCR
(1~30 Sepé7)

1st Battalion, Tth Mavines " LtCol J.'D. ROWLEY
' ~ : 053367 USMC
(1-14 Sapé7)

LtCol We Jo DAVIS
049480 . U
(14-30 Sep6T)

2nd Battalion, Tth Marines . B LtCol J. R. LOVE
o o . 091951 UsMe
(1-30 Sep67)

3rd Battalion, 7th ﬁfa'rines ' I LtCoi Jo Do COUNSELMAN
: S - . L 049744 UsMe

L ' ‘ v (1-30 SepbT)
2. Location, 1--30 September 1967 DA NAKG. _ '

e Staff Offz.cera - arte:rs th ines.

ExecO I4Col R, E. JCGHNSON 045285 v
LtCol T, J. BOHANNON 021354 USMC
$-1 Capt D. R. MUNCIE 085517 USMC
82 Maj Te C. HOUSTON 070875 USMC
S=3  Maj L. A, PREBLE 070447 USMC
a Maj Je L. BIEGLER 066172 USMC
S-4  Maj J. L. BIBGLER 066172 USMC.
' Maj M. A, SWEIPZER JR. OT4708 USHC
§-5 Capt R, T. JOHNSON JR, 073652 TS
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' PART II
"NARRATIVE SUMMARY

l. Narrative summaries by each battalion are contained in their chronologies.

“CONFIDENTIAL -
- CONFIDENT
‘Enoloauremh )

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

® o
CONFIDENTIAL |

PART IIT

SESUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVERTS

1, TOPICS.

a. Persomel and Administration. -

(1) Administration. No sighificant changes.

(2) Pergonnel. During this reporting period operations consisted
of processing assignments of 293 replacements, 430 Rest amd Recuperation
quotas being allocated amd: filled, administration of 254 rotatees, process-
ing of 19 recommendations for personal awards, processing of 7 meritorious
combat promotions requests and 4 requests for Hardship Discharge,

(3) Casualtles Sustalned. '

(a) There were 144 combat casualties durlng the month of which
10 were KIA's and 134 were WIA's, .

(b) There were 4 non—battle casualtles.

b. Enemy, Weather and Terrain.
(1) Significant Reports.

(a) During the month of September a large number of low level
agent reports were received indicating the continued presence of VC Battalion
and company size units in the ARIZONA area. These reports were substantiated
by mumercus sightings of small enemy unlts by Recon and contacts by our or=-
‘ganic units.

, (b) Numerous reports were received of VC units with rockets
plan.nlng to attack the DA NANG Airbase,

(¢) The interrogation of wGUYEN VAN LONG, wounded and captured
by "M" Battery 4/11 in the attack on the M=4-11 position on the morning of
2 September revealed that LONG was a member of the R-21 Company of the R-20
Battalion. IONG enlisted in the NVA in North Vietnam in Aprid 1966 and ar-
rived in DAI 1OC District @ANG HAM Province on 28 September 1966 as a re-
placement in the R«20. The R-20 is reportedly located in the Operation
ARIZOVA area. During the last part of August, IONG stated that the R-21
Company swam the SONG VU GIA River at HA NHA vic AT 806544 and moved along

the edge of the mountains to the area of AT 8780. Their mission was to

destroy all American outposts, posrtlons, and CP!SC@F‘@?}E@W?J??GST@M

CONFIDENT IAL
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_edge of the 1st Division TAOR. The attack on M-4-11 is the only action
attributable to the R-21 during September,

(d) The interrogation of NGUYEN VAN XUANW, captured by F-2-7
on the night of 20 September revealed that XUAN was g member of the 3rd
Flatoon, 70th Company of the 1002 Battalion. The 1002 Battalion consists
of the 167th, 168th, 68th amd 70th infantry companies and the 69th artill-
ery company. XUAN stated that the 1002 Battalion arrived at TRO NIEU Mount- .
ains in HOA VANG District on or about 25 July 1965, XUAN and a detail of 4
had come from the mountains vicinity AT 823888 to get supplies at the vill-
age of THUY TU end was returning when captured. ZXUAN joined the V€ in Oct-
ober 1965 in DAI I0C District with the 1002 Battalion. XUAN states that
the 1002 is at full strength with good supplies and good morale,

(e) New units reported to be operating within the TAOR are the
1002 Battalion in HOA VANG Dlstrlct and an unldentlfledABattallon in Oper-
ation ARIZONA areas

-(2) Operations, One major operation was conducted during the month
of September, Operation YAZOC wss conducted by the 1st-Ban, Tth Mgrines dur-
ing the period 26 August to 5 September with light enemy contact. Operation
YAZOO resulted in 2 VC KIA (C) and one individual weapon captured, The maj-
or accomplishment of Operation YAZOO was the discovery and search of the
East~West trail network utilized by the VC from Happy Valley into the vital
area of the DA NANG Airbase complex.‘

(3) VC Activity,

. (a) VC activity within the TAOR was moderate with a total of
181 Marine and VC initiated ineidents and 74 mine and booby trap incidents.

(b) - There were two rocket attacks during September, On 2
September, a coordinated attack was launched against the FIC compound at
Red Beach and the DA NANG Airbase. - Twenty 122mm rockets impacted at the
FIC compound from firing positions at AT 854851 and AT 852780. Simltan-
eously, 9 140mm rockets impacted along -the southeastern edge of the DA
WANG Airbase from a firing position at AT 964674. On 9 September an abort-
ive attack was lsunched against the DA WANG Ajirbase. Three 140mm rockets
impacted in the eastern-central portion of the airbase from a firing position
at AT 963687. The reaction force that searched the launch area found 8 un- -
fired rockets and 117lsunchers. The "Fire Arrow'" alert has been in effect

throughout the month of September and contimies at this time.

(¢) There were three acts of terrorism reported during Jept-

ember. On September 3 the fillage of GO DAT AT 927837 was burned and 1 Viet-
namese woman was killed by 32 Y& armed with K-44 r1f<f§ and M~79's, On 10

ONFIDENTIAL
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September a Vietnamese woman was killed by 1 VC with an AK-47 for giving
Popular Force troops information concerning V¢ activities. On 26 Sept-
ember the village chief of HCA VINH AT 938773 was a53331nated in a well
coordinated attack by an estimated 10-12 VC.

(@) - At 060200H, a 30 meter section of liberty Bridge AT 927533
was destroyed by an unknown type explosive device. The explosion appeared
to hagve occurred either at watéer level or below. No enemy fire or move-
ment was observed and indications are that the VO employed divers to plant
the device, - '

(e) At 140310H, a force of 30-40 VC unsuccessfully attacked
the Popular Force defending the bridee at AT 926867. The position received
20 82mm mortar rounds and ?/w fire resulting in 2 Fopular Forces soldiers
killed and 1 wounded. E/2/7 sent a reaction force and mortar and artillery
fire was directed onto likely withdrawl routes. :

(£) AT 481835H, the E/2/7 platoon position providing security
for the MOB rock crusher at AT 887955 received 15 rounds of 82mm mortar fire
from AT 883943. Six Marines and 1 Sea-Bee were wounded but did not require
evacuation. :

(4) Regimental Intelligence Section Activities.

(a) Normal administrative and Combat Intelligence functions
were carried out during the month. On 25 September the assistant S-2 and
the intelligence chief atteneded a meeting in HOT AN which discussed Infra-
gtructure Coordim tion Evgluation Exploitation (IGEX). This program is a
concerted effort against VC infrastructure by the National Pélice Agency,
GUANG DA Military Special Sector, the Census Grievance agency and the local
DOICC's., This information and administrative matters were discussed at a
meeting called by the Regimental S-2 with the Battalion S-2's on 30 September.

4 (v) AARegiméntal detainee collection point has been constructed
at Hill 55. REight military policemen have been attached to Hq Co, 7th Marines
for the operation and security of the collectlon point,

(¢) The 9th Interrogation Trgnslation Team has completed con-
struction of facilities at Hill 55 and continues to provide Interrogatlon-
Tranglation support to the 7th Marines.

(5) Weather. CGround operations were not seriously affected by the
wegther conditions., The mmber of days with measurable precipitation was
18 with a trace of precipitation on 3 days of the month, Precipitation
amounted to 14.74 inches. Maximum, minimim and mean temperatures were 94,

and 83.5 degrees respectively. The aversge relative humidity w
K > e e O NEIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL
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percent &urlng the month of beptember.

(6) VC Statistics., Activities in the TAOR resulted in detention
of 70 Vietnamese of whom 5 were sent to the III MAF compound as FOW, One
was sent to the Provincial Interrogation Center gt HOI AN and two were
evacuated to Medical facilities, The total enemy casualties was 36 KIA
confirmed and 99 KIA probable. Weapons captured are as follows:

(a) 1 M-16

(b) 1 =Me

() 1 AK-47

@ 1 M-14 )

(7) Terrain. Enclosures (2) through (4) (Battalion Command
Chronologies). : ‘

ce Organization and Operations.

(1) During this reporting period, the Tth harineé'was under the
operational control of the Commanding General, 1st Marine Division,

(2) Fire Support.

(a) Artillery.  Artillery support during September was nore
~mal, except as indicated belows .

(1) A provisional composite battery consisting of 2 IVTH-6,
2 155 How, 1 8" How and 1 155 Gun was formed and became OPCON 3rd Bn, 11th
Marines on 28 August ‘o nrov1de additional artlllery support for ground forces
on Operation YAZOO. . _

(v) Air Support.

Total Requests ,. 307
Total Completed L é40
Total Troop Lifts 12
_Total Iogistic Lifts 45
| Prigsoners Carried o . 1
Escorts for Prisoners 1

Ligison Missions

‘ 63
CANEIDENTIAL
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Recon Missions ‘ ' 1(5

. Unit "Cmdr Missions N 4 9

. _ Staff Missions Lo - . 18 '

Tactical Air'Requésts/Received ©34/31 B

| Totsl Med Evac's Requests . 142
Total‘Med Bvac's Completed | ;. ’. 135 .
Total Med Bvac Personnel T
.Total log o _»_"_"140,000‘ 1ns
Total Troops Llfted : o »721}.‘
Cancelled Due to Weather - : -} -

Cancelled Due to Unavailsbility of A/C 37
. (¢c) Yaval Gunfire. During. September there was no naval gunfire
avallable. S ' . S

(3) Slgnlflcant Operatlons Cond.ucted.

, (a) Operatlon Y4700, a- sea.rch and destroy operation west of
uhe Rocket Belt in the Happy Valley area was conducted from 27 August to §
September 1967 under the control of :theé C0, 7th Marines. -Additional inform-
ation is contained in the 1st Bn, 7th Marines Command Chronology.

d. Pla.ns.
(1) Combat Mlssmns Ass:gned.

' (a) -Tth Marines has established a,nd malntalns a recon screen
throughout assigned sector of DA NANG TAOR; conducts unilateral offensive
operaetions within assigned sector of DA NANG TAOR; conducts coordineted,
unilateral and combined offensive operations in DJ.Vlsmn Area of Respon—
sibility and I CTZ as dlrected- and malnta:ms control of 3551gned sector
of DA NANG TAOR. . '

(b) When directed, on- twelve hour notice, 7th Marines provides

one Battalion (reln) for employment anywhere in RVN; with an additional 12
_hour notice, provides a regimental headguarters and one or two battallons
.for employment anywhere in RVN upon comm1tment of initial battalion.

CONFIDENTIAL

: COI}TEE\?“IAL
Enclosure (1)

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

CONFI DENTHAL

COW’IDENTIAL -

(c) Tth IVIa.rlnes is prepared to prov1de one battallon as division
reserve when directed and one company (rein) to Airbase Defense Battalion
for defense.of DA NANG Airbase and Di NANG East vhen directed. -

(d) 7th Marines ensures coordinated, planned surveillance and

. interdiction of possible enemy mortar end rocket firing ‘sites within its

agsigned area and slmllarly conducts aggressive patrol activities and emp~-
loys ‘all available assets to 1nterdlot and deny use of waterways %o the en-
enmy. : : : , ,

(e) 7th. Marines prov1des forces to relnforce threatened C:Lv:Ll-'
ian Irregular Défense Group camps, to re-establish such camps in enemy ter-
ritory if destroyed, and to pursue enemy. forces involved: :Ln attacks on such

camps as necessarye.

(f) 7th ’Vfarlnes prov1des forces to relnforce threa:tened Dist~
rict Capital and Revolutionary Development cadre, to re-establish such pos=
. itions in enemy hands and pursue forc‘es involved in attacks on such positions.

(g) 7tn- Marlnes is prepared to commit ra.pldl,y by helicopters
such reinforced units of squad, platoon or comna,ny size as approprlate to

reinforce friendly units, to protect ‘downed alrcrai't or drones, amd to ex~-
ploit supportlng arms employment. :

6. Draining.

‘ (1) Dur:.ng September eight men attended V:Letnamese 1anguage school
on OKINAWA and three attended school in DA NAWG,

(2) 8ix men reoelved 1nstm»c-t1on in Bas;c? Infantry Weapons.

. (3) one officer~ and one enligted attended Embarkation School on
OKTIHAWA, - R R — ‘

(4) Five meh é,ttended Basic‘»‘mo' Tech school
(5) Fourteen men attended NCO school on OKIMUA. A

, (6) The Regimental NCO bcnool was - temporarlly halted dur:.ng Sep-
- tember, It w:.ll resume in Hovember.

(7) The Tth Marlnes had no auotas for Land Mmé Warfare School dur- .
ing September. . . .

f, Combined Actlon Comloam[ Program.

(1) The 7th Marines has 12 Combmed A.ctlon Pla.toons in its Di NANG

DR - CONFIDENTIAL
_ o S CONFIDENTTAL
 BicTosiize, (1)
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(1) Operstion YAZOO was terminated on 5 September. The only sign-
ificant problem was a lack of helicopters which resulted in sporadic re=-
supply, The ISA was disbanded and all remalnlng supplies returned to FIC
oy 7 September.

(2) The Regimental Supply Officer and Motor Transport Officer made
Staff Visits to each of the battalions in accordance with the following
schedules: .

>1st Battelion, 7th Marines 5 September
2nd Battalion, 7th Marines 6 September
3rd Battalion, Tth Marines 7 September

The purpose of the visit was to see what action had been taken to correct
the discrepancies noted in the Division Supply and Materisl Readlness Man-
agement Team Inspections conducted during August.

(3) On 6 September a list of the key bridges and major equlpment
required for their defense was submltted to Commanding General 1st Marine
Division.

(4) The shortage of sandbags and dogtegs which was previously re-
ported as critical was alleviated,

(5) Special allowance reguests were submitted for nine (9) addition-
al 81mm mortars for the Regiment,

(6) Over 12,000 lbs of food unfit for human consumption has been
delivered to the 3 refugee: camps in the eastern portion of the 2/7 TACR
t0 be used as pig foods. The food is delivered on a weekly basis,

(7) One tuilding has been completed at the Orphanage of QTANG LAM,
Work continues on other improvements té the orphanage.

" i, Comminications.

(1) During the period covered by this report, the Commnication

Platoon conducted no new operations, This unit conducted normal training
and comminication system improvement. C

jo Medi Ca.lt

(1) A total of 317 Marines were seen at the Regimental Aid Station
during the month of September, an increase of 81 from Zugust. There were 6

CQ&M&@&MT IAL
EecTomre (D

10
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cases of Veneral disease reported to Hq Co. Wo cases of Malaria or FUO were
found in HQ personnel

(2) The Division Su.rgeon' s inspection of the Regimental Aid Station

was satisfactory with major discrepancies that was largely related to their
request for a new supply and inventory system., Their recuesn has been com=
plied with and the Reglmental Aid Station will shortly be ready for reinspvect-

ion.

. (3) During September 112 Vietnamese civilians were brought to the -
Regimental Aid Station for treatment of severe-illness or injury. This MED
CAP responsibility is not confinedé to any specific hours,; but rather is avail-
ablé 24 hours a day. The large majority of 01v1llans have e:.ther shrapnel

or small agrmg injury.

(4) The health of the Command is excellen‘b

k. New Techm.ques-ﬁnp;oved. Enclosures (2) through (4), Battalion Com-
mand Chronologies. . )

2, ENTRIES. Tab 4 (7th Marines Unit Journal for September)
TAB R Pl RpT ag};s? PE@S

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENT TAL
Enclosure (1)
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S \ 7th ‘Marines :
s A.,rf"‘ v 1t Marine Division (Reln) P =

& | FPO San Francisco,- Callforrrua 96602

Tth Marines S&C No.Q_(-Ab_b'l
. . Copy No.\\ _ofAf Copies
L » ' 3/LAP/WJD‘ p
. W U : 20 b
CONFIDENTIAD ./ | 20 Pemvenber 1391
From: Commanding Officer - ‘ o
Tos Commanding - General, 1st Marlne D:Lvis:Lon :

. Subjs Combat,After Action Reports Operation‘ PECOS

Refs {a) Div0 7480.1A
(b) Mapst Vietnam, 1: 50 000 AMS Series L7o.4, Sheets 65401 6541 II
(¢) 7th Marines OperQ 6 6’[
Fncls J(1) After Action Report, 1st Bn, Tth Ma.r ») ‘3‘
- NG

ﬁ—#ﬁ-ﬁeﬁ-ﬁeﬁnn-?eporﬁ—ﬁ%—w M” ’
J(4) After Action Report 1st Engr Bn

1 CODE N/ME./ND TYPE OF OPFRATION. Operatlon PHCOS, a 7th Marines (- )
(Rein) search and destroy operatlon.

2s - DATES OF QPFRATION: 200700H to 270'1'OOH July 67.

§ & C FILES
HEE,.QOU | ,
—— : ' ; AARGEE DUTiSiowd ]

4. COMMAID I{a@gUABmERS. oo, 7th Ma.rlnes. | 15T MARI -

S, TASK OBS ANIZATION. | B ' @7 3 860

. Copy_ /C_ ol Vj eoplen
Tth Mar (-) (Rein) ' Col CROSSFIELD
Hg Co (~) 7th Mar : ‘
Det, 7th Comm Bn
Det, Comm Co, Hg Bn
Det Hg Bn, 1st Mar Div
Dat’ :TT
Det, CIT
Det, MP'g

Co B (-) (Reln), 2nd Bn, Tth Marl CONF: DENTIAL’

CONFIDENTIAL

a3, LOGATICN, THIONG DUC (Happy Va,lley)

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD’ DIR 5200.10
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* \1st Bn (=) (Rein) Tth Mar TA0al ROLEY ’

1t Bn (-) Tth Mar
FO Tms, Btry G, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar
P1lt, Co C, 18t Engr Bn
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST)
Det, EOD
Det, Hq Bn, 1st Mar Div
Det, ITT
Det, CIT
, Det, I3D
Det, Hq Co, Tth Mar (Scout-Snlpers)
Detg, ARVN Intell

324 Bu (=) (Rein), 11th Mar LtCol BALZER

Det, Hq Btry

Btry G

Btry K (~) (Rein), 4th Bn, 11th Mar
" Plat, 3rd 8" How Btry (SP),.11th Mar

Plat, 3rd 155 Gun Btry, 11th Mar

Go  {(Rein), 1st Recon Bn - Capt GARRITY

Iogistice Support Unit Capt IUKER i

'Det, 1st FSR
Det, 1st SP Bn (HST)

Dogimental Reserve - Capt

._Go ; 2nd Bn, Tth Mar

6, STPPORTING FORCES.

=% &_d?_\‘)

(1) Helicopter Support. °

(a) Operation PECOS was planned -and executed as a completely
helicopter supported operation. The agsault troops were prepositioned at
N HO4 on D-1 to facilitate helicopter refueling and effect a rapid build
up of troops in LZ VUITURE. The lift consisted of 570 troops and was com-
pieted in 25 hours utilizing CH-46 aircraft. Only token sniper fire was
received by one CH-46, and this was quickly suppressed by HUIE gunships,

(b} Upon securing the IZ, CH-53 aircraft were utilized to heli-
1ift six 105 Howitzers of "G" Battery, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar into LZ VULTURE. A
rapid buildup of artillery ammnition was effected on D-Day and resupply was
conducted egoh day thereafter.

DECLASSIFIED
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ing, conducted the LZ prep and provided armed support +hrough01,.t D-Day in
the operdtion area. One raft wad.'gecigned as command control and
proved invelusgble in affor an opportunity for the Batt o and Company
Comma,,z}derg. to conduct aerial reconnaissance,

-y (2) E_J,_’ged Wing Supporte
-

(a) F:Lxed mng aircraft were used for all 1Z preps and effect-
1ve1y neutralized enemy: act1v1ty in the immediate vicinity of the LZ,

rikes were used with success in the destmctlon of

(v)  Adr gtr
11y areas and bunkers, which were In dcfildde.from

enemy way stationss
ar‘billeryo i

(3) &e rial Ob serva‘ﬁ'i‘on’ ‘Coverage.

\a) 01 alrcraft were used extensively fo assz.st the maneuver
elements navigate when the dense jungle canopy limited visibility., Division
A0%s were used without exception for this type navigation and for general
obaservation in the coperation area.

(4)\ Forvfard Air Control Tegms

: (a) An Air Officer or enlisted FAC teams were present with
the maneuver element at all times; however, a TAC(A) was necessary for
each fixed wing strike bécause of.‘ the reduced visibility in the dense jungle

canopys

(5 ) L:ani‘».ing" Zoness

- (a) Landing zone VULTURE initially amccomodated 2 CH-46's and
—= suring the course of the operation was improved and “enlarged to accomodate
8 CH —46‘ Se

(6) General.

_ (a) The air support furiished by the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing
was tmel;y‘y accurate, eifect:.ve, and profess:mnal throughout.

b Artillery., See Enclosure (2)

Wi

¢. Pire Support Coordination (P‘T‘CO__)_

(1) No s1gn1f1c:ant problems were enocountered in f:.re sUPPOL ”fcoord-
ination,. : : :

(2) Lizison representatives from reconnaissance units were located
"in Infantry Regimentasl and Battalion Fire Support Coordinaticn centers, which.
facilitated the coordination between the infantry and reconnaissance elements.

CONFIDENTIAL
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- " During the two month period prior to operation PF.COS, elements of'

Ctet Recon Bn sighted mimerous small units of 2-10 VO in the operational area,
These units were believed to be infiltration groups or patrols from larger
units in the area, Special agent reports tended to indicate a possible log-
istic and persornel staging area in the western end of the operational area.
In addition, a Special Forces Task Force made contact with an estimated re-
irnforced NVA company at ZC 065691 on 19 April and & 5-hour fire fight ensued.

. The Special Forces unit reported 28 VO KTA (C) and 35 VC KIA (P) Reinforoe=-
mente within 12 to 24 hour period consisted of the Q- 14'bh Company Iocal Foroce
and tha 402nd & a.pper Ba.ttal.Lon.

b, The intelligence information upon which operatlon PECOS was pla.n.ned
was. provided by 1st Marine Division, G-2, which,.through analysis of patrol
reports, low level agent reports, and other relisble intelligence sources
concluded that there were no confirmed enémy units operating in the operat-
1onal area, but that there ware 1nev1ta‘o1y guerilla forces located therein,
and probably elements of the 402nd Sapper Battelion and the Q,-14th Iocal
Force Companys,

ce VO strencth and Blduatloﬂ actually found durlng the conduct of the
operations

(2) 190815H (D-1) Recon patrol CLASSMATE attempted a helicopter
insertion and received heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire from
" minkera at 20 188648, -ZC 193646 and ZC 199646, The insertion was cancelled
— aid en air shrike was called, The supporting aircraft received heavy small
arms and automatic weapons fire from ZC 196643. The bomb damage wsessment
for the strike wa3 10-13 VG KBA and two bunkers destroyedn

(b) “91310H-191930H (D-1) Hecon patrol CLASSMATE reported hearing
15-20 VC converging on their position from north,. south, and west, The
patrol used G5 to bresk contacts HUIE gunships fired suppresswe fu:es around
the patrolfs position receiving fire themselves,

() 220015H (D+2) Recon patrol KILLER KANE 26 073677, engaged approx-
imately 40 V0 in a harbor site with small arms fire and 1 STONER &¥G. The
ratrol confirmed 2 VO KIA aqd estimated 3 VO KIA (Prob); captured equipment
includedt 2 To%2mn Chicom type 56, B-40 Rocket launchers w/3 rockets, 1
To62mm Chicom LK-47 assault rifle w/5 mag, a.large assortment of amminition,
~grenades, 20 lbs TNT, 12 firing dev:.qes, 25 £t time fuse, 550 1bs of riee,

10 1bs of medical supplies, 2 sony transistor radios, 8 knives, 13 tools,
wrist compass,s 10 flashlights, 3 flags, large assortment of cooking gear,
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- ‘ (3} Recon sightings of émall groups of VC were as follow..
et 1914008 - 6 VC w/packs and wpns 20 134667

191335H ~ 3 VC moving east ZC 136668
2612053 -7 YO méving north w/packs and wpns ZC 132668
- 201800H - 4 VO Plt engaged ab 20 meters 20 184654 '

2"0@45}1 - IC[ILFR KANE 02 obs VO flrlng AW's at helos from
ZC 060672 and 0867,

221900E - Unk number of VO 2ZC 073673 .
| 231515H -~ 10 VC at Z0 128654

ds The VO succesafully eluvded infantry units under the heavy canopy
tut many indications of their presence were found, Harboring sites and 1
obviously VG controlled village was found., These are listed as follows:

(1) ¢ 156670, 8 huts with underground caves, captured 1 210, 6.
rds 7.62, 2 pair boots, 3 gets utilities, 1 canteen, 1 MAS-36, and spare
parts for vpnse

- (2) Z0 132672; 3 mtey area éultivated; eqﬁipment captured included
—— 1 beret, 1 USMC tropical shirt, 1 First aid kit, 1 cariridge belt, VC mess
Fit,. 6 sebs bimeck Pits; 100 lbe selt, 1 VC letter,

(3) 2C 098669, 3 bunters, large enough for 46 persons, site come
manded portion of valley floor.

(4) 7z 09‘3659, "RERM center, 25 s‘oructures for 20~30 persons each,
mess hald_, aud swimming hole, captured essorted olothlng, papers, 1 K-44
.~ bayonst, 2 lighied cigarettes, expended 57mm RR rds, 2 pairs boots and ;)ungle
cutilities,

(5) 25 125670, Rest area, can.accomodate 10-15 persons, soraps of
food fouwrd in area :_ndlcaulng recent occupations

(€) %C 157654, 40 £t tower with sleeping guarters 50 meters away
Lhat could accomodste 3-4 persons.

(7) 23 12%650, 4 thatched puts and corn field.

(8) 70 155679, 23 bémboo shelters, 4x5xT, 8 fighting holes, 6x8x10,
5 punji pits 3x7x4. .
(9) 20 147657, Village with 95-20 structures, Found VC bulletin
boards with various propaganda items, Captured 2 old military rifles,
‘ French 8mm M-1916, and mmerous 60mn mortar cannisters.
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S \e,‘ .dedl'tlonal Intelllgence Gained,

3

- (1) From ‘documents and personal oorrespondenco captured at Z0 070677,',
22 July by a unit of Jet Recon Bn in a brief engagement with approx 40 VC,
It was determined that thevVG unit engaged was the 402nd Sapper Bn,

: (2) The numerous harbor slfes found in the area and the451ght1ngs
vby Recon units indicate that deeper penetration into the valley will re-
sult in additional and poss:.bly more extenswe discoveries. )

fs ' Enemy Unlts Identlfled.

(1) There were no unlts p031t1vely 1dent1f1ed as a result of thls
operation with the exceptlon of the 402nd Sapper’ Bn,

b

Za ’.l‘erra:.n.

(1) Critical Terrain.

(2) The area of operation was a large valley (Happy Valley),
Critical terrain was the natural and man-made openings in the canopy on the
sides of tbe mountalns overlooking. the valley,

(2) Cover .on the valley floor was poor, whlle on the heavlly veget- .
ated sides of the valley, fallen trees prowded fair cover, . - '

e (3) Concealment in the jungle was 6xcellent due to the trees)’ bamboo o
W .3 brush, - On the valley floor, elephant grass, 12-15 ft hlgh anﬁ bamboo
patches, 15 ft high, afforded excellent concealmente

h, Ooservatlonv-and fields of fire,

(1) Observation was poor except for cleared areas on the sides of
the mountaing looking down into the- valley. Otherwise the thick vegetation
Timited obgervatlon to 5-10 meters, : S :

(2) Fields of fire for direct fire weapons was.good on the valley
floor from prepared positions. Mountain sides provided poor flelds of fire
due to the :eregular terrain a.nd the heavy growth. :

3a .qp_.zg_cleSo :

(1) Througlmut the operation, the irregular terrain and hea.vy under-
bruzh in the mountains hampered troop movement. On the valley floor, the
- tall elephant grass also J_mpeded maneuver elements,

ko Weather.
(1) The weather had an adverse effect on the operation in that extra
precautlons to preclude heat exhanstion slowed trcop movements, - Precipitation
had negligible effec'b on the operation. ' "
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) 8e MISSIONG 7thMar ( ) (Rem) attacks, seizes and estsblishes forward
= w%at base in Happy Valley area, QUAN HIEJ DUC and QUAN THUONG DUC Dist-
Vrlots s QUANG NAM Province; RVN; carries out search and destroy operations

1

1

and conducts reconnaissance in foroe wegtward for a period of 5-7 days with- .
in support limits of fowward base to determlne nature and extent of enemy

aotivity in operational area.

9¢ CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS. See referencé (c)

O0s EXECUTIONS ‘l‘he 7th Marlnes promulgated Operatlon Order 6—67 for 0per-
etion PRGOS at & donfern rence held .at the Tth Marines CP on 17 July 1967e
Enclosures (1), (2) and (3) contaln a daily narrative of the sequence of
eventss - .

1« RESULTS.
s Fnemy lossess:.

(1) Personnel: XIA (Conf) - 4
_ ' KI4 (Prob) - 9-
VCS (CAPT) - O

Weapons - = 5

be Friendly losses: BRI - . R

(1) Personnel: KIA -0 .

: . Wi -0 :
WIA (NE) - 4.
NBC -~ .2

12, - /DMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.

as Ceneral.

{1) ;e—plarmmb for Operat:.on "PEGOS" loglstlcal support included
liaison visits to, 1st Marine Division G-4, Engineers, Division Su.rgeon, the
Orerations Officer of Supply Battalion of Force logistics Command; the' Com-

mending Officer of 1st Shore Party Battalion; and the S-4 of MAG-36. Add-
itionally the S-4 offlcer partlclpated _:Ln all pre-operational briefings,

. (2) logistic Supvort of hrtillery Un:d:s. Although not ettached to
Tth Marines, Golf Battery, 11th Marines was.supported by the LSA, This re-
sulted due to the Batterys! location in the operational area whlch neoess-
itated close ooocdlnetlon and "control over .aircraft movement, :

(%) roroe Iovlstlo Command Sup_pgr-"b} Support provided by Supply
Ba.ttallon of the roroe Ioglst:.e Command vas outstandlng in all:respects,

. CONFIDENTIAL
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(1) The Logistic Support Area (LSA) was established at Hill 55 and
opened at OTOOH on D-Day. Pre-staging of supplies and equipment commenced
on 16 July, The Class V buildup was greater than normal due to the require-
ment to be prepared' to provide either 105r or 107mm ammnition. Initial .
dump levels of artillery amminition were limited to the basic allowance plus
5 D04s On D44 the dump level of 105mm increased to 5 DOA and the 10Tmm was .
removed from the ISA, All LSA opera’clons were smooth. and efflclen‘b. Lo

(2) Resupply to units was accompllshed entj_re].y by hellcopirer. “Sup-
port prov:Ldad by the CH—53 Squadron was outstandlngo !

(3) Resupply was delivered by, external lift utilizing wire nets,
bas&ets, nylon slings and nylon nets. This method ‘of delivery is much sup-
erior to internal lift and materially increases-helicopter u'b:.llz.atlon.l The
prineipal diffioulties ensountered in the éxternal 1ift were a shortage of

- long reach pendsnts and wire nets. It is reeommended that these items be
added to. the Table of Equlpment of the Shore: Party Battalion,

Cs Casu_qltz Evracm.-atlon° 11 medical evacuatlon was accomplished by
helicopters No special problems were encountered, Because of the nature
of the terrain night med-evac was vietually 1mposmble. To provide a treat- -
ment capebility a Battalion 4id Station was located in the operational area,
There were very few casualties and this- arrangement provad sa.ta.sfactory.
— - de Services., Equipment requiring repalr ‘was forwgrded to the ISi, It
W ias then delivered to the First Battalion (Rear) also located at Hill 55,
When required repairs were beyond the capability of the Battalion the item
was evacuated to FSRe - In all cases the repaired equipment or a repla.cement
item was retarned to the usnng unit within 12 hours.

| 1%a COMMUNICAT IONS; ‘

2e During Operatlon PmGOS, g radio relay station was" established on
- top of BA NA,Hill 1467, ts facilitate radio transmission into the valley.
Sir nets were established: the regimental tactical, regimental command,
TACP local, artillery battalion fire direction, close support artillery
battery COF and the regimental HST net, The original frequencies. assigned

were: _ _ _

RET TAT Ceeo 3649
REGT CID L - 4306 '} 4 5265
TACE TR 65.6
ETEE 429 | |
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CERTOOF . 40w - 68,1
 REGT HST ;J'f 56,0 LW

e Throubhout the six day problem three of these nets malntalned ato-

matic retransmission. These were regimentsl tactical, TACP, -artillery bat-

"“talion fire direstion. Partial reasons for the failure to mamtaln sutomatio

retransmission were, improper sighting of equipment, failure to use high
gain antennas, and feulty equipment, _Seven of 12 retransmission cables did
not work through the first day. Upon examlnatlon it was found that wires
were improperly soldsred, seizing wire wag used in the cables, circuit boards

‘were warped from overheating w:.th a solderlng 1ron, and oomponents were misg-

ing.

ce High gain antennas were used at the'regimental.CP and at the relay
sites In every instance where g high gain antenna wgs used in the valley
and equipment was properly sighted, sustained automatic retranmission was
Posgiblds One frequency rtroved unacceptable for retransnission and that

. was 66.,0,- When this frequency was changed to 67.7 on the third day of the

operation, communications cleared up congiderably.. The D/S battery COF
net of the attached attillery battalion was gble to monitor fire missions

directly from Happy:Valley on 40.1. The battery was located in the center
of the valley and on the far eastern eni.  However, to talk on this net

“the artillery battalion headquarters had to use the relay site and talk

over 65,1, . Regiment tried to contact other units.in the valley oh the

‘prlmary frequencies, btut was unsuccessful, . Radio retransmission became very

II

poor during periods of high condensation in the valley and on the mountain.
This was usually in the morning and evenlng.

d, - Lessons were learned in the employment ‘of the re'bransmlssmn gear,
During CP displacement adequate communication eqa.lpment and personnel must

‘be in the first wave to establish a tactical and artillery net. This equip~

‘ment migt inciunde RC-292 antennas or field expedient high gain antennas.

~essary from Happy Valley in the future that rétransmission be attempted through

A1 retrangmission equlpment mist be in exééllent condition. Radio oper-
ators mist he schooled in retransmission ahd have some praotlcal tralnlng
&3 a team, . .

e 1% is recommended that if multichannel radio retransmission is-néc-

AN/TRC-27B radio relay equipment, 'Thig would omit half the radios required,
the vse of retransmission cables, loss of 91gnal in retransmission and most
important eliminate half the frequencies ised together with the problem of
finding non-interfering frequencles. An "AN/TRC-27B shot and one for each
rzdio net used is all that is required, The radio signal would come from

- Happy Valley from a redio to an-AN/PRC-25 radio- on top of Hill 1467,

gignal would then be remoted into the radio control set C- 2529/CRL~39, and
sent -over wire to one of the eight AN/TRG 27B channels, At the regimental
CP the signal would come in over a schannel in the AN/TRC-27B and go over '
the wire to be guarded on a radio control set G- 2528/GRA—39 '

'l!!!!!!!!!!.
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14, COMMENTS ON' THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE ENCIOSJRES.
~r 8. The ennlosed after action reports have been roviewed, The recomménd-
ations concerning continued operations in the Happy Valley area are considered
wvalid and have been implemented, Operation YiZ0O having been conducted in
the same area late in August 1967. Although contact was minimal during Oper-
ation FECOS, the operatlon is consudered mportant for its s:Lgme.oan‘t intell-
igence findings. . :
T. J. BOHANNON
By direction
DISTRIBUTION:
CG, 1st Mar Div "t
- 0G, 1st MAW 2 -
€0, 11th Mar 2
G0, MiG 36 . 2
€0, 1st Bn, 7th Mar - 2
GO, 2nd Bn, Tth Mar . 2
03, ?rd Bn, Tth Mar 2
80, 1st Recon Bn -2
0, 1st Engr Bn 2.
C0, 1st SP Bn ' 2.
GO, Hg Bn, 1st Mar. Dl‘V 4
CDy 15t Med Bn 2
C0, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar- 2
60, 4th Bn, 11th Mar - 2.
C0, 7th Comn Bn 2
00, 9st FSR 2
Piles . 3
Total ] 446
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