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PART IT
" HARRATTVE SmMusy

1 During the month of December 928 small unit patrol activitieg

were conductoed, These activities resulted in 67 contacts, of which

T35 were initiated by friendly forces and 32 by enemy forces, - Enemy
‘casualities are listed in Part ITT. = . a S L

- There Were no major, named operations conducted by the 1st Bat-
fitalion,,Tth'Marines during the month of December, 1l four rifie
‘companies conducted SWeep operations in their respective 40ts for
| -&pproximately 3.5 days to familierze themsclves vith the new 40,
- wompany 4 wes Involved with Operation Meade River 1-9 December and

- wore attachéﬁfto:ﬁ/B[?he-first two days and 3/26 the remaining seven
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iy L L v ST LR TN e s el aWhe | rnwl oL aad ol

DECLASSIFIED




. se.fcty before leeving this SRk
to be mado by the us:.ng unit, on turning in Gradec IIX ammum.tion.

DECLASSIFIED

s

~ 'ﬁ./

3. Training for the battalion during the month of ibeéemhér contimed |

to place emphasis on small unit leadership. - Also covered were mecl- ,
evacsy spot reports, fam firing, perscnal’ rcsponce.

~ PART III

1. PF ORGANIZATION -COMYTTTED T0_COMBAT -

‘8é  Coumbst Mission Assigmed. Occupy ‘and dci‘eﬁd assigned TAOR.
Maintain o saturstion level of patrol activity within TLO0R, On.
order be preparcd to conduct offengive opernt:.ons outside the T4OR.

Interdict and deny the use of waterways and other routcs of egress

or ingress to the ecnemy, Provide security for the road net and
traffic within the TAOR. Conduct a pacifitation program in support
of .the GVIla lssist in the RD progrun. Provide Bridge security for
4 Br:.clgcs in TAOR. ’ e e , :

" b‘.‘ '_ Casualtics Sustained

. TUSMC KT4 - 23
Usme mov - 1
S USMIC wIL 62
USMC WIME 26
USMC NBC . 3.

o DSMC ACCT 0 3

L Ce E_g 'm;gmcn " No major ‘shorl:‘égg.

‘ds * Cormand Relakions. Normal

o lesisties. | | |
) IL.:.n-tonmcc of =11 ‘bunkers on Hill #57 arc in need of
close police call cach morning. The overall upkeep. of. all bunkers

is fair. However they nooc. contmous naintenance - due to the heavy
rain fa llo : .

» (2) The Battal:.on !unnumt:.on ‘Bunker ig in a good state of
'polmce and sontrol of all amumt:.on is in accordance with current
Battalion: a.nd. Division Ordcrs. -In the past monmth wé have re~-sand .
‘bagged and waterproffed the bunkers and put the necessary drainege
facilitics that are nceded for the up caming . ‘monsoon seasons They

now nmeot the rcqu:.ronents set forth by the Division Ordnance . Dﬁ‘icer.

(3) The meschell is in o good state of police a.nd 1s cont:.n— :

.;un.lly makmg mprovcnentu.

(4) 411 Grade ITI turn in ammnition is being 1nspcctcd for
-7 base, however there erc improvements

(5) 1.1; he prcsent tlnc, there arc no late reports.
. : S mmosm: (1)
Lo h, o L ’-.
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»Dal Loo Dlstrlct.

(6) Thc overall transportatlon ca.pab:.htles of the Battalion

o is excellent, but vehicle maintenance is at present a problem due to
- _the 1ack of spare parts and the adverse road condltlons. ’

(7) The Ba.‘ctallon Emba.rka,tlon is :m exccllen‘b condlt:.on a‘b

the presen’b tme.

f. ClVlc Actlon. '

(1) Held periodic Medcaps a.nd Dﬁrtcaps through coordlnat:.on

- B.A.S. and Arnw “dVlSOI‘S.

(2) D.Lstrlbuted school klts and notebooks to schools in the

(3) D ;- ;bu‘ccd ﬂodlc:me a.nd health and sanitation aids to

- the Vietnamese at District to be used in treating the populage in
this area. - | ‘ S - : :

(4) Procumd ‘wood. a,nd -b:Ln for rrotestant and Cathol:.c Schoolse

(5) Secured- transportatlon to carry lumber anﬂ cement to

E _~-V1e'bnamese Chaplaln's church.’

(6) D:.str:.butcd. f:.ve (5) trucklo:arls of anmo boxes to Prot-
esta.n‘b School.

.,_\

(7) Prov:v.ded passes for clvlllans worklng on th:.s h111.

(8) Alded the concess:.on workers in 'l:he cstabllshment of
'bhe:.r COncessmn Stsmd. :

(9) Secured help from Eng:.necrs 1n rcpa:.rlng road East of

bnﬁge. (Coordinates 913577)

(10) ‘Coordinsted Wlth Tth jngineers in gcttlng the land

o 1eveled for the building of-a. C’l‘bhollc Sc :a01, (Coonhnates 917580)

(11) Made Goodwill. Sola,tlum Pa;yments to Ho ’l’hl TRAP and Them

“thi: KHT for death of the:.r rcla,t:.ves who were kllletl host:.le mortar
fire.

B : (12)Turned. in a.ll"r_eq_ili;'edf réi)orts dae td Rci.:-.imcnt. |

g ’)\dx}xinistration. No ﬁi'bnb'lfems have': been encountered.

h. Personnel. The battJlon is presently at €2 mamming level.
Total strength is 32 Marine- Corps Officers, 1044 I-L..r:.ne Corps Fn-
llsted, 3 Neval Officers, and. 53 Na.val Enlisted.

i. Comnm:.cat:.ons .

(1) General. The move from Hill 10 to Hill 37 was accomp:

- Yished, Extensive rewinng is requ:.red and 1s bemg accomplished,

SR » . - %  INCLOSURE (1)
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- by a wireman 2511 a.nd a generator repa.lman 1141, as’ matenal is
mede available, ' Communications' regular electrician, a radio téle-
graph operator 2533, was medevec as a result of the mortar attack.
Five. comnnmicators, a Lorporal 5931, lance «brpgral 2542, PFC 2511,
Torporal 2533 and PFC 2531 were medevac due to:the nortar attacke

. One lence fbrporal 2511 was medevac due to nonhostile accidents
Regiment is acting to replace these personnels:. -One. fleld radio

.. operator was attached to S-4, for maintenance- of* twp 100 KW Genere

_..-ators acquired in the move. A power line was run to MACV using
. material supplied by MACV. The Commumnications- office and Message
- cenber were expanded %o a.fford operatlng area. The. space existed

. but was not used by the previous tenants, A Division material and

-maintenance inspection was-held 30 December. : In:Lt:La.l verbal reports

. show at:.sfaetory with mlnor dlSCrepanoieo, notoworthy. A formal
) ,report is pench.*l.g.j SO

(2) 1Ia.d:.o. An elec‘bromcs contac'b tcam was requested a.nd arrlved 1"
December. The toam . sta,ved one. day and then came “back the following
day to stay overnight and check: company equipment.: Two directional
. A8~223%6 antemmas were installed in our new location,<three additional
. _AS—2256 antennas wére drawn from Hcad.qua.rtors Ba.tfallon Supply.

' (3 Wa.re. Smtchbo*mls a,nd. tcm:.nal strips wero: exchangcd in the
‘move ' to avoid extcns:.ve reviring. - Ad 1t:.oﬂ.al w:.r:.ng has been in-
stalled wherc: dt’flclu 1c1<«s.-emst- :

(4) Repai r. A rcpa:.r area. was esta.bhshed for classlfied equ:.pment
_in the Message Conter similar to the one we had ostablished at Hill.
10, The Battery . Shop. was moved to a more sultable 1ocat10n in the
. COmmum.catlon Pla‘coon arcar T :

:J'o_ SpeclalAServn.ces. Sape.

ke CMegther' oo o ool lE

- 51) Max:.mm Tempcraturc 84
- M:Lnlmum Temperature 60

1, In'uetla.g_e;noe. ., “"‘L-‘:

(1) Low level agent reports 1nd:|.ca.te elements of the 515‘(:
 ONVA Reg:.men‘t, the Q-83 Bn, 368B Arty Regiment, at Teast. one Battal- ..
" ion of the 36th NVA Regiment axe presently operating in the 1st
Battaliony 7th Marines TAOR. Alsc there is a. posub;.lity that ele-
ments of the 141 st NVA Regiment has moved north: across the SONG VU
GIA River and are ‘harboring in the Mountalns norbh oi‘ LOG PHU-0-C
(3) coordlnai.eg (AT805567)

(2) Slgm.ficant trends noted during the report:.ng period

‘ (a) Sha.lp inerease in 4/P and A/T mines were noted,
‘especially in the-PICH PHU area, coordinates (AT930592) and the -

area arpund 100 mm-:r (AT945559) a.nd TOY LA (m946554) :
; : , . L ENCLOSURE (1
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: (b) Contact has been more numerous and much moré aggres-
siveness has been noted from the enmmy. Concentrated efforts have
been made to destroy the DAI 1.OC Bridge (AT913577) and the POPULAR
FORCE GARRISON (AT912577), the latter being overrun and -destroyed

the night of 20 December 1968. iumerous daylight incidents such as
sniping, engaging in squad -and platoon size patrols and oommand

) detonatn.on of anti-tank mines have been occumingrecently. = Sight-

ings of 5-7 enemy moving oast through the 1st Battalion, 7th Marines
TAOR. In the examination of items of equipment, clothing, and fire-

A arms,” it has been noted much newer geax is now bblng found on- the
d.ead enemy. :

(c)r Looal Populus Afé now starting tocontribute infor-
metion freely. Stating at numerous times where booby traps, ambushes

“and unsa.fe areas are,

3. memy Weapons, Equ::)ment, and. Suppl:.es destroyed or captured..

e IMines

EE3 3

" Vezpons

6 AK-47 Rifles
4 M1 Carbine -
-1 K-44 PiStOl_ R

- - Equipment

“ 31 Chicoms
© 10 ¥VA Uniforms . .
.. 5 VA Packs. ..
~ 10 Cartridge Belts
- 50" Rope ..
©T6 M-79 Rds
1 Poncho ..
-6 Boats
300 AK-AT Rdse .
-2 AR~-47 Magazmes
" 30 M-16 Rds. -
7 Canteens R v e
1 1M-26 Grena.de S Co S
1 Knife A .
1 E-Tool

. ~ Supplies

2105 1bs Rice -
.. 25 1lbs Corn -
100 Quinine Tablets

"iS'VEh1enxy' Casualty!s S . .
- 38 KIA S L _ ENCLOSU (1)

1 POV R o :

| —— i —
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* m, Terrain, Mo change
n.' Fire Suppoxt -
(1) fztillexy. Battery K, 4th Bn, 11 th Marines contimues
in direot.support of 7th Marines. Babtery I, 3d Bn, 11th Marines

' oont:.nues in direct support of Tth Marines with pr:.or:.ty of fires .
to 1st Battallon, 7th Marines. : :

(2) m Eport

N o (a) Tac'b:.cal pize 30 fllgrbs of flxed wing were flowm in .
: _support of 1st Bat‘callon, Tth Marines. .

(b) AO Mlss:r.ons Ftlown. 25.

: 1. Med-Evacs 66

2 Troops Llfted 800

S 3B Ca,sualitles ‘Llfted

TUSMC KIA 23
©USMC WIA - 62 ¢
S UsMC L. 8 .
USIN KIA 4
USN WIA 3
CIV WIA 31
S e omno12
—'_»';""’"'.ARVNKIA 2 i

Medlce.l 5

(1) Genera.l. Early in Decem‘oer, the B4S moved from hill 10,
to hlll 37 Th:.s move was accomplished without d:,ff:.cultya The :
quarters and facilities are quite satisfactory. There is adaquete
- protection -for the injured and BAS persommel in case of incoming
rounds.. There. has been no difficulty. uecurlng transportatlon to
get the wounded to the landing zone.

During the month of December, over: 300 patlents were
seen a.nd treated et the BAS. Of these 26 men were treated for
shrapnel wounds sustained in enemy contact, 12 men were treated for
fevers (none of" “which proved to be Mala.rla), 21 men were treated
for dlarrhea, 11 for gonorrhea. and 8 for nongpec:.f:o.c urethritis,

- (2) Evacuat:.on The Med Bvécs from both the field and the

" BAS sye more . quickly accompl:.shed than heretofore. The weather has
been fa:n.r 'md perhaps this accounts for it. '

. (3) Supply. We ave still waiting dellvery of a refrlgerator
for our drugs (p_ months) and en autoclave (6 Months). The remainder

of our stock and supplles arc in good condltlon for replemshment.

oo .7+ ENCLOSURE (1)
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(4) Other .

, ~ (a) Ue inherited a poor situation as far as sanitation
was concerned. " There were not enough urinoils and those present
didn't work well and had %o be replaced. There were not enough heads
and those present were in poor -condition and. state of repair. There
were no hand washing facilities outside each head. The mess hall
was pgorly laid- out and not enough- prcparatlon room o.nd storage
fa.c:.lrbles were presen‘b.,

(b) These defects vere all noted a.nd are slowly "be:.ng

: corrected.

(c) Hill. 65, still needs mich work on san1tatlon and
th:.s is :Ln the process af 'be:.ng donc.A A

@) at prcsent :E‘or the flrst tlme in: several months ’

| the corpsman: sre up 0 1.0. . L

- 'EkcposzE- (1)
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