
 DECLASSIFIED 

, . 
tt- En. 7th Marines 

-Log NP. 0 14 3 - 68 
HEA.D(JJA~EBai ,8opy No. _-=b,--_oJ Z b 

Battalion).anding T~am 2/7 

From:" 
Toa 

9th M:l.rine Amphibiolls Brigade 
'FPO, San Fmn9isoo p California 96602.. 

" 

Commanding Offioer 
Commanders Special landing Fo:roe Bravo 

Subjs: Command Chmnology for period 1.-31 July 1,900 

o_~ •. 
~.- MOO 57500 2 

FMF.PAOO 5750,,8 
9th Mar BrigO 5150,,~ 

Enol: )1) Battalion landing Team 2/7 Command Chronology 

3/LCS/mr 
3000 
1. Aug 1966 
Ser. No.. 0035-68 

1~ In acoordanoe with the provisions o:f reference (a)~ (b)~ and (0) enolosv.l.'e 
(1) is submi ttedo 

20 This letter downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1) .. 

DECLASSIFIED 

'~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 



_ 57. 
.1.;ti.I~<\· 
"'.1.('.;.' . 

~;;, .. 
~;;t· t:{J. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

BATTALION LANDING TElll 2/7 

COM- lVI' A N 1) 0 H RON 0 LOG Y 

1 - 31 . July 1968 

.t· 

DECLASSIFIED 

'" 

ENCfJSuRE (1) 
, . 



• 

DECLASSIFIED 

TABLE OF CONTENTS; 

PAR'lJ I ORGANlZATIONJ\L DATA, 

.A. Un:i t Designa tion 
B.. Staff .Offioers 
C. location 
D. Average MDnthly Strength 

PARr II lURRATIVE SUMtIAliY 

:PARr III SEWENTIAL LISTmG OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
" , -." , " .... , .. "," ... 

Ao Combat Mission Assigned 
B. Significant Opera. tions Conducted 
Co Casualties Ioflicted on. the Enemy 
:De Casulaties Sustained , 
lib New Teohniques Employed 
F. Command Relations 
G. lllquipment 
.IL. logistics 
1. Oivic Action 
J. Administra tion 
K. Medical/Dental Affairs 
La In telligenoe 
~ Communications 
No Weather 
O. Fire Support 
P 9 Ai r :::Uppo rt 
~ ~rain.ing 

PAm IV SUPPO~ING lX)CUMENTS 

Combat After' ActiQn .Report (Operation EA.GEB. YANKEE¥HOUSTON 
I1(). .. , . 
Operation Overlay of SWIFT P1A.~ '. 

EXXRAC!ED/R!PRODUCED FROM R~CORDS 0' 
DIVISION 011 L.: '.: >;;'" ,.,~D \tJSLUY.S, 

WASHINGTON, D~ c. 2OaaO "if 

DECLASSIFIED 



. ~. 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ ~l;~~~>'~ [US~r~~~ 
~8~~b~~cJ)~~r~[~; 

~~ODlIC~ J'RO. l\1~'i • 

,"SION 0]' UISTORY AND MUS&'. 
IUfJQUl\Pj!::.:h~~ ~ u. s. MARINI CQlft' ", . 

~, t'· 

~ o .1It .' .,t;~ 
USBtNS:I:CJN. D .• c:&~ . ~ .. ·\Ij)V ~.L4 

PARr I ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PERIOD COVERED 

1"",t, July 1969 

A.. UNIT DE::3IGNATION 

$IS 

1. Ba ttalion landing Team 2/ 7 

Company E 

Company F 
Company G 

Company H 

H&~ Co (-) (Rein) 
, 2nd Plat (Beinl' Co B~ 1st Tank En 

3:rd Plat (Rein ~ Co A~ 5th AT Bn 
2nd Plat (Rein, Co A~ 1st MT Bn 
2nd Plat (Rein), Co 0, 1st Engr Bn 
3m Plat (Rein), Go ~, 3rd .l).mtrac Bn 
1st Plat (Bain) , 00 E, 1 st Becon Bn 
C & C Plat (Rein), Co A; 5th Med Bn 
Det~ 1st SP Bn 
Det p Hq Bn, 1st Ear Div 
Det, Hq Co, 7th Marines 
Det, L~1J9 For log Omd 

~o At tached Units 

7 

Btry H, 3rd Bn1 111th M:trines 
Mortar BtrY9 3rd.Btl, 11th Marines 

DECLASSIFIED 

LtCoI C. E. MUELLER 
1.-29 Jul 1.968.' 

LtCoI L. E. ~fATSON 

. 30-?i Jul 1968 
Capt. J. F. ABELE 

1-28 Jul 1,968 
Lt. So B. MATULICH 
- 29- 31 Jul 1968 
Lt. G. W. HOICr'HRElY 
Capt. R. R. a 'NEILL 

1-29 Jul 1968 
Lt. G. BEATLY 
. 30-31 Jul 1968 
Lt. J. H.. HAL::iEY 

1-18 Jul 1968 
Capt. T. P. E~ BOLl'1 

19-31, Jul 1968 
Capt. T. A. WILLIAM&>N 
Lt. lVle E. RASTmG~ 
Lto D. 1.. BROWN 
Lt. E. T. CHARBONlIEAU 
Lt. D. CG P ATTEROON 
Lt. M. E. NELOON' 
Lt. w. H. HCOID~Y 
Lt. (MO) J. Me SEXAUER, Ui:iN 
Lt. I. J. STEVENS 
WO W. PI CKAllliKI 
Sgt. J. L. KAVANAUGH 
Lt. J. E. ~10D.AlUEL~ 

Lt. J o B. GILL 
. Lt. M.. S, Me ~E1EY 

1-23 Jul 1968 
Capt. G. Do B~RGER 
- 24-31 Jul 1969 

... 
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Bo S'WF OFl''ICERS 

xo 
~1 
5-2 

5-3 
5-4 

DECLASSIFIED 

Personnel Officer 
Embarkation Officer 
Communication Officer 

~r Liaison Officer 
Supply Officer 
IvIortor TI"dIlSpOrt Officer 
Chaplain 
l>ledical Officer 

c.. IDeATION 

1i. BLT 2/7 

H\j. E. M. DUNN 
Lt. ' J. "Me "CARTER ' 
Lt. R. J. PETRELLA:, 

1-'11 Jul1963 
Lt. J. R.. PIPPEN 
. 1.2-31 Jul 1968 
Ma.j. J. a, H[j]'FnU 
Capt. D.& Wo CHAMl::lERLA.IN 
Lt .. Ro .HAHRELLE 
LT. P. ~. MANAGH 
Lt. J. N. KENNEDY 
_ 1-29 Jul 1968 
Lt. To T. DAllNEY 
. 30-31. Jul 11969 
capt. i'c H. MCKINHIl;) 
Lt. Ro D. JX)DSON 
Lt. 10. ito RA YM)ND 
LT. 'CCHO) B. lOVEJOY 
LT .. UiU) J~'l. A •. NAPONIC, USN 

\ 

a e 1-3 Jul 196Cl: Elcercise HILLTOP xx. - Zambales Training Area, 
Subic iBay, Repub~ic of the .PhilipD.:!nes., 

b. 3-4 Jul 1968: USS VALLEY roME (liE-8), relieved byU5S TRIPOLI 
(IiPH..,1O) 1 Sul;lic Ba.y, .. Republic; of. the Philipllines. . 

Co 5-7.Jul 1968: En route to .Vietnalllo> 

do 8 Jul 196tJ: ,DaNang Harbo r,'Viatnam. 

e. 9-22. Jul 1968; Operation EAGER YAln\EEjmUiJ'mll IV-TIIDA THIEN 
Province, RVli~ 

f.. 23-31 Jul 1968: Operation SWIFT ,PLAYAL~ BIDOK-'VANG NA}'l 
P:roviD.ce~. RVN.. . .~, . . ,"..' , 

2. ,Detachments 

a. Cb F, BLT 2/7: 211600H-230700H J~i "1'968 

-ENCIOSURE (1) 
1-; 

-~ 
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3. Attachments 

a.. Co D, 1/5; 190800H-211600H Jul 1968. 

Do AVEBAGE liDNTHLY STRENGTH 

USMC 
Officer 

60 
Enlisted 

1.,580 

• 

Officer 
8 

Enlisted 
78 

a:L'RACl'l.'D /REPRODUCED FR.CH FECORDS O. 

WASHDlGfOI, D. C. 20380 
_nl _ 

ENCIO ~'URE (1) 
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-PART II NARRATIVE SOl>ll1ARY 

From 1-2 July 1968 BLT 2/7 conducted an amphibious landing, hercise 
HILLmP XX, in .the ZaDibales Training ~ea, Subia Bay, Bepublic of the 
Philippin~s.. lJhis lo!aS the final phase of intensive training to prepare 
the BLT to perform its mission as the ground aomba~ element of Special 
landing Force Bravo (eTG 19.5).. On 3 July 1968 the BLT tactically with­
drew from the ZaDibales T:reining A~ea, reemburking aboard ARG snip];l.ing. 
Concurrent with the BLT's withdrawal, the Provisional service Be ttalionp 

9th MAD concluded the.BLT equipment rehabilitation pro~ 
On 4 July 1968 the.BLT Command Post and tHose BLT uni ts aboard the 

USS VALLEYi.blJRGE (LPH-8) ,,,ere disemba:tked and reembarked aboard the USS 
TRIPOLI (LPH-10) in the,harbor of Subic Bay, as the ass 'l'RIPOLI of'i"icially 
relieved the Uf:iS VALLEy roRG£, At 051400H July 1968 the BLT sailed from 
Subic Bay and arrived off the Coast of the Republic of Vie~ on 7 July 
1968. 

During the period 9-22 July 19&3 BLT 2/7 participated in Ope:ru ... 
tion EAGER YANliliEjHOUSTON IV (see TAB A~G Of special significance on 
this operdtionwas the fact that at_09Q500HJuly 1968 BLT 2/7 landed one 
company by LVT's over Green Beach, thereby proving the BLTi s capability 
of landing on a beach before first light. . 

On 22 July 1.969 the IlLT was reembarked aboard ARG shipp-ing, remm­
ing to the operational control of Commander, Special landing Force Brdvo 
at 1600 that daYQ At 2~0900H BLT 2/7 la1ll1ched an am,Phibious assault in 
~lANG NAM PIDVilWE, commencing Operation SWIFT P1A~AL1EN BroOK., Again 
the BLT proved its \iide ranging ve:rsa tili ty and excep tional 9ape bili ties., 
having landed on Operation SI'IIFT PLAYj ALLQ. :Bll)QK';in 'iJANG N.AM ProVINCE 
.only 1'7 hours af tar having oonel udoo· OpemtiOl'l. ~GEi ~IIOU.STON. IV 
in TWA THIEN PliOVINCE~- iol!tM- rema~nd,el!-'Q-f ~e .~ort1t!g periodp from 
23-31 July. W0{3-, .. ~LT.participat"ed in Operation SWIFT PLAy! ALLEN BroOL 

~CTtD/RErRODUC!D FROM RECORD! or 
DIVISION OF IUSTOR'Y. l.'Uil-Cl].SElJM,S 

,". ,.:.~,.. ' ..•. ,:~" .~: ~ ;.'':',< :~ :<'.:I~ .. ~~:,,:: . .:~.'( .. ,.~.;, \ .. ~~'.;t.~./\~~} I:';': .... I.~. 
HXd.J,.~':\RTERS, U. s. MA2I.!,!S .. CORPS . 

~ 'f"' .. ·,." :. ','" , " - ',',.': ; ~'.::~ _~~ ~;: •• 

203~O.,. 
• ,:\ .)'. J';. ~ -~ENCmSUBE (1) 
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PARr III SEWENTIAL LII:jTING OF SEGNIFICAlIT EVEUTS_ 

Ao COMBAT MISSIONS., ASSIGNED 

1:. During the'period 1--3 Jul 1968 BLT 2/7 conducted landing Elcer­
Gise HILLTOP XX in the. Zambales- Training Area, Subic Bay, Re­
public of the ,Philippine So The purpose of the landing exerc.ise 
was to complete the final training phase for preparing the BL'£ 
to perform its mission as the ground combat element of the Spec­
ial Landing Force Bravo. 

2. For missions assigned during the period 9-22 Jul 1968 see PARr 
IV - Combat After Action Report (Operation EAGER YANKEEV'BOUSTON 
~o _ . 

3.. During the period 23-31 Jul 1968 BLT 2/7 participated in Opera- . 
tion SWIFT PLAy! ALLEN BroOK. The original mission assigned llTaS 
to conduct an ampm'Qious, assault in the amphibious objective area 
to finds fix and destroy enemy forces, capture or destroy enemy 
material and destroy enemy fortifications in the area. (See TAB 
B). 

1 

4,., On 31 Jul 1968 the mi ssion of the BLT was expanded ,,,hen it relieved 
3m Battalion, 27th Marines in the. vicini ty of PHlJ !MTH, qJAlifG Nll}l 

. .PROVINCE. At this time the Bill became the force. providing security 
to the hesv'y eQuipment and engineers vlOrking on the land clearing 
operation on "00 NOI Island ll• The previous mission of comba t SllTeep 
operations continued to be carried out in the new area by two com­
panies reinforced, the remaining companies and attachments in sup­
port and providing physical security for the land clearance opera­
tion& 

B. SIGNIFICANT OPERATIONS CONDUCTED 
",: .' .... '.',' -' "!' 

1~ Ianding Elcercise HILLTOP XX - Zambales Training Area~ Subic Bay, 
Bepublic of the Philipp~n~~ - 1-3 Jul 1968. 

20 Op era ti on EAGER YAl'IKEE/ HOUSTON IV - TID A THIEN P B,) VINCE, RVN, 
O~0500H-221600H Jul. 1968 (~ee TAB A). . 

- .. 
;. Operation SWIFT PLA:qALLEN BWOK"J<.UAlfG NAM ProVINCE, RVN, 230900H~, .. 

312400H Jul 1i96<3... ..... '>.,. Y,,", .', """ .., :, -,'l . ., .• , 

EX'll'ADftD/lW'IlOI)\JCSD J'ltOM IUCORDS oj 

OIV!3ION OF WIstORY AN~I :JSl:UJIS • 

• I. 
. . ' 

liEJIJ ).':1RTER::':;, U. S. MARINE COiPS' . • c 
WASI'ilNG:rON~ D. c. 20380 ENCLOSURE (1) 

1 ... 6 
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.ctD/RJiPRQDUOI!D· YROM RICO. or 
DIVISION 01' WtSIORY AND ~.:::::EUMS, 

BEADQ.\JART.t:K;:;~ U. S~ MAHINl::; CORFS 

WP..SE:liGIO~, D . ., C,.. 20~80 

Co CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY .AND WEAPONS CAPTURED 

Do 

Eo 

F. 

1. 1...a Jul 1969 

None 

20 9-22 Jul 1)969 

(see TAB A) 

3:0 22-31 Jul 1968 

ao VC KIA : 4 
b. VC 'POW a 10 
c. 6,400 Ibe. rice 
de 30 gallons of salted fish 
e. 100 IbSe peanuts 
f. 625 Ibs .. of pot;;d:oes 

CASUALTIES sa STAINED 

1~ ~ 

Officer 

KIA WI.AE WIANE ~ 
t ., .2: 2 

2.. !r§! 

Officer 

KIA ~ 
0 0 

NEW TECHNIWES 

None 

OOMMAND RELATION S 

a.' 120800H Chop OPCON Task ,Force X-R<aY 
b. 160700R Chop OPQQN 5th }brines" " 

&llisted 

Enlisted 

m' \VIAE WIANE NBCE 
.0 4 ~ 10" 

CO 190800R ASSUP1ed OPCOlf 001::0, .. 1s:t' Bn, 5th1ilrines 
do. 211600R Ch.o~','iOPOONCb;':rl;)~ :tst:"Bn/:'s:th ·i~tines,·arrd': Co F BLT 2/1 to 

1,st Bn,' 5th ~rines 
. ,I.,. '1,: 

" ",. . ~ 'li ", 
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.' 
eo 220600H Chop OPCON CTG 79 .. 5 
f" 221:600R Assumed.OPCON Co F, BLT 2/7 
~ 241,60oH Chop OPCON . 27th Msrines 

tI._lil!ll2E~ 

.Two ~48iS, two ~35°s and one 109 were submitted to 1st FsR 
for repair during this reportLng period. Other repair parts for 
Bur equipment and venicles were obtained by the logistic Support 
Unit, and 2nd and 3rd echelon maintenance was perfonned by LSU 
con tact teams. 

H. IDGISTICS 

t. The TAC-IDG for operation EAGER YANKEE;lOOUSTON IV was aboard the 
USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2)o For.opera"j:;ionS\{IFT.PLAVALLEN BroOK, 
the TAC-IDG was. established aboard the .Ui:iS. TRIPOLI. (LPH-1iO). 

2e Initially a BLT LSA was established aboard tne USS TRIPOLI (LPH-
10) for both opemtion EAGER YANKEE;!OOUSWN IV and operation. 
SWIFT PLAy/ALLEN BR)OKo . As operation EAGER Y.AN~liOUI5TON IV 
progressed, the LSA was moved ashore tq CAU DOl, 12 July 1968 .. 
For operation SYn:'T PLAy/ALLEN BroOK the .LSA. was moved ashore to 
27th Msr.i.ne' s CG.P., 25 July. 1968. 

3.. MECHANIZED EMBAHKATIOli DATA SYSTEM (MEDS) \'18S up-dated for the 
BLi' with 79% of Card #1,. 58~oi Card #2, . and 61% of Card #3 com­
pleted by the end of the reportiI].g period. 

4.. On 28 Jul 1968 BLT units and cargo aboard the USS W'AlliiBumi (AKA,.. 
108) were debarked and re-embarked aboard the USS }lEHRICK (AKA-
97). on 30 Jul 1969. Wnile ashore vehicles and personnel were 
staged at 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines C.P. and 11th l\fotor Trans­
port Battalion C9P~ 

5. Transportation for the LSA operation at CAU: ooI during operation 
EAGER Y.ANKEl]f'IIOUS'IDN IV·was provided by tl,l.e.BLT T:r::u.ck Platoon. 
Water was hauled from a water point on the SONG TIDOI Rivera Be­
supp.lies <UUne from FLSG-A at PHD BAl. Transportation for the L~. 
opera tion at 27th l\'larineo s C.1'. during operation SWIFT PUV ALLEN 
BliOOK was also provided by the BLT Truck Pia toon. Water was hauled 
trom a via ter point near Daliang, RVN. 

ED.'RACT'ED,lRURODUCBD FROM ltECOlID1 07 

DIVISION OF WISIORY AN;)' MU;';LUJliS, 

a & 
ENCIDSITRE (1) 
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~CmifiiitPROD~C'Ei> FROIIUfORlllOl 

-
DIVIS1tiM OF UISTURY AUD ~U~LU~5, 

8EAD·\~ t·<~::t '.U~. \:5 , U' • s. liAR IN.t; C QRPS 

10 
IA.smNGl:ON, D. C.. 20180 

CIVIC ACTION 
;1)9 

No significant Civic Action \VaS taken by the BLT during this 
reporting period; no . Civic_Action projedts were initiate~ or com­
plete~ l3othoperations EA.~ER YA.NKEEV'HOUS1ON IV and SWIFT PLAYj 
ALLEN EIDOK were characterized by swift strikes by the ELT into 
areas known to be infested by the enemy and cleared of all friendly 
civilians. This type of operation does not lend i tsel£ to a pro­
gram of Civic Action activities nor does it require these t~es of 
activities. 

Jo ADMIN~STRATION 

fhis organization submitteu recommendC1ti~ns for one Silver Star 
and two Bronze star Awards during the period covered by this re­
port .. 

2. Legal and Discipline 

Du.ring this period four inve atiga tiona were ini tia ted and one wa s 
completed. Non-judicial punishment was a\varded in 23 instances. 
::seven Farines were confined during the month. 

;. Postal 

Nail service during the period improved.. Availability of trans­
portation for mail and designated mail clerks remained sporatic 
during the month of Julyo-

There were no quotas alloted for the J3LT for the month of July" 

5. Promo tbns 

Regular promotions effected during the month were one to Sergeant, 
twelve to Corporal, 53 to Ience COI'po:ral, and siX to PFC., There 
\<lere five promotions to First Lieutenant and one Warmnt Officer 
promotion to WO-2. 

.. 
EHOID SURE (1) 
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Pay call was held 5 Jul 1968 for the month of June. Pay call 
i'or the month of July will not be held until lIIid-August due to 
operational commi tmentso 

7.. Po s t Ex:chanfje 

8. 

9 .. 

Ship £ s store p:rovided ample exchange i temso While in the field, 
health and comfort items were available from sundry packs dis~ 
tributed on a regular basis .. 

Personnel Change 
~ USN 

8 0 , losses Qff.., "~ Off ]hl 

Ba.ttle 1. 34 0 4 

Administrative (!Ilransfers$ 
l:iota tions p MEDEV.aCS) 10 70 1: 3 

b o Replacements 13 ,105 t 6 

Religious Services 

a e Divine Services 

lls..te 

7 July 
7 JUly 
14 July 
14 July 
17 July 
21 July 
22 July 
22 July 
22 July 
22 July 
28 July 

Type Service 

1uOOH Holy Communion U;:;S TRIPOLI 
11330H Holy Communion usa VANCOUVER 
1000H Holy Oommunion in" field 
1830H Holy Communion in field 

Total Attendance 

57 
14 
82 
82 

Visit Hospital Ships Bepose, Santuray, 12 pa tients.. 
OBOOH Holy Communion USS Tlill>OLI 33 
1615H Memorial Service U~~TRIPOLI 700 
1.130H Memorial Service U..,S VANCOUVER 300 
1830H Holy Communion U::i::l V;\.NCOUVER 6 
2215H Holy Commwiion USS TRIPOLI 15 
1830H Holy Communion i~ field c 35 

b.. Counseling 

The Battalion CHaplain held 18 individual counseling sessions, 
made daily visits to the hospital facilities aboard the USIj 
TRIPOLI, and pr_ocessed 34 mexican Red Cross Health and Wel­
i'are requests .. ... 

ENCLOSURE (1) 
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1 Ii f 

1.. lI'JEDICAL 

During the period 1-4 Jul 1968 the BAB was aboard the USS 
VALLEY FORGE. i!'rom 5-31 Jul 1968 the BAS operated aboard. the 
USS TRlPOLlc There vlere 336 routing sickcall patients seen and 
236 1>1J:i)J.!;VA(JS receivea. from the field during the reporting period. 
During ,Operation EAGER YANK.:!E/BDUS'L'ON IIT, from 9-22 .Ju1 1 192 
persons vlere medivaced.. Of these, 183,''lere received by the .BAS, 
eight went to PHU BAl, and one to the U::lS ~CWAR-y;. or 9S MED"-: 
EVACS'during tlle peI'iod 23-31 Jul fB, 53 were reoeived by the, 
BAS, 20 went to NS.A~ Naval Hospital llmang and 25 .Jere evacuated 
to ,1st Hospital CQIllP any, , 1st :Marine Division located at Danang. 
Of 67 W!AI s received aboard the USS TRIPOLI during the reporting 
period, 3) were retuDned to d~ty; of 158 non-battle casualties 
evacua ted, 114 'o'Jere returned to duty. 

Post-operational inservice training for Bospi tal Corp smen 
from Companies 1I0tl and "HI! was conducted by LT. }1. A. N.il.PONlC 
and included the following: 

a& Helicopter ¥.!EDEVll.CS - T;ypes and Indications 
b.. Heat Casualty.i$yndromes - Diagnosis and Treatment. 
c. Neil J;bbertson"Sling - Methods of emplo;Y1Dent 
Q.o.. --Hemo'rrlu:\ge Shock Kits, - Dispersal oi'and'IridicationsFor 

Post~operationa.l inservice training for Hospital Corpsmen from 
Companies IIE" and "F" \<lera to be given by LT. T. If. iOZLEK on the 
USS VANCOUVEB., but. were cancelled when transportation was diverted 
for operational coIllIlli tmentso 

2eDENTAL 

Dental care was provided by the Dental Department on the USS TRIP­
OLIo There were no combat casual ties that required treatment by 
the Dental Department. .' 

,.. SAlUTATION 

Sanitation aboard the USS TRlP..OLI was inspected by the ship1s l!-1edi­
cal Department. &mitation in the field was inspected by the com-' 
pany. comrpsmen. '.Illere were no sam ta tion pmblems encountered. 

ENClL)SURE (1.) 
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- -4. MEDCAP 

There vW s only one small t-iElDCAP conducted by the BLT Will ch took 
place on 11. July t969 in Vinh, .loc District. 15-20. Vietnamese 
civilians were treated bY,two corpsmen. 

Le INTELLIGENCE 

t... For the period Operation EAGER Y.ANKEF!HOUSTON IV, 9-22 July 1968, 
see TAB A 

2. :Prior to commencing Operation SWIFT PLl\. 'ij AL1Eti BruOK on 23 July 
1968~ the most recent intelligence reports.indicated that one U/L 
NVA Regiment (possibly the 141st) was located in Base Area 1:1.6 .. -
According to various captured doouments the enemy intended to at­
tack DUY XUYEN, DIEt~ BAN, HOI AN and the for"lard ¥larine installa­
tions.in the southe~ sector.or the DaNang Tactical Area of Re­
sponsibHity wi th the 38 th Regim8u t, ~ 68 ~h Artillery Regiment (-), 
D-7 Bn and Ujl Bn between 20 July and mid-August." Indica.':'~:ls 
were that the. enemy would escalate his attaCKS by fire und con­
tact was expected to increa::;e in fre'luency and in tensi ty. Con­
trary to these reports, however" for the period Operation SWIFT 
:PLAY/ALLEN BroOK, 23-31 ,ruly 1968, BLT 2/7 bad li ttle contact 
wi th the enemy units in the amphibious operations area and found 
no si gnificen t signs of an NVA Regimen t in Ba sa Area 116. Enemy 
uni ts encou tered 'vere squad size or smaller and limited their ac­
tivi ties to either dela;ying type actions 0 r completely evading 
friendl y forces a1 together". The enemy made extensive use of bo­
oby traps and mines in an attempt to bo th delay and inflict cas­
ualties on the BLT. Because of the enemy's evasive action and 
light contact encoutered, no deteJJllination could be made as to 
the identification and composition of the enemy nor. were thex'e 
any indications that the enemy would launch any other than haras­
sment tJ'Ile activities against friendly positions in the amphibious 
operations area. 

1·10 OONHUNlCATIONS 

11:. For the period Operation EAGER 'YAN1CEF¥HOUSTON IV , 9-22 July 1968, 
see TAB A. 

20 For the period Opera tion SWIFT PLAYj ALLEN BroOK, 23-31 July 1968, 
communioa tions "ere generally sa tisfactory. The KY-e covered cir­
cuit performed without much difficulty and has proved invaluable 
as a means of aecura te and secure communications. Antennas, RC-29 2, 
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were employed and improved communications throughout the AOA G 

~he BL1' message center remained aboard the USS TRIPOLI tnrough­
out the reporting' period. 

N. WEATHER 

Weather for the reporting perio!i was charaOteristically hot and sunny. 
The weather had no adverse effects on either operation except that 
intense heat and humidity occasiol1l.:l.11y slovled the speed of move-
ment of the troop 5" 

o. FIRE OjU!>PO Rr 

1. For the period Op eration EAGER YANKEE¥HOUSTON IV, 9-22 July 1968, 
see TAB A .. 

2. For the perio d Ope:r:a tion SWIFT pLA 'V ALLEN BOOOK, 23- 31 July 1968, 
fire support was res~onsiye and adequate to the needs of the BLT. 
In addition to BLT 2f 7 Us 0 rganic 81mm M::l rtar Flu toon and two a. t­
tached artillery.batteries, HortaI' Btry, 3m Bn, 11th :rJa.rines~ and 
Hotel BtrY1 3rd En, 11th Marines, fire support was avnilable from 
Foxtrot Btry, 2nd Bn, 13th Marines and aircraft. The.ADA of Opera­
tion Si'lIF~ PLAy! ALLBN BROOK was out of range of Naval gunfire ships. 
From 23-31 July 1.968 a.r;t=!-l1ery support consisted of 47 observed 
fire missiGns, 215 unobserved missions, and 50 registration mis­
sions~ A total of 1 ~ 206 HE, 213, Wl?, and 61 III rounds 'Vlere ex­
pended for a grand total o~ 19480;rounds fired. H&l fires were 
deli vemd on areas of known enemy activi ty und in response to 
intelligence infoma'tion passed from higher echelons. 

P. AIR SUPPO HI! 

t.For the period Operation EAGER YANKE!if'HOLTSTOn lV, 9-22. July 1968, 
~ee TAB A.. 

:4 For the period Operation SWIFT PLAlf'ALLEN' BIDOK, 23-31 July 1968, 
BLT 2/7 continued to pri~rilY!ltil~e_helicopters provided by 
CTG 79 .. 5 from HMM 265 aboard the Ui:iS TRIPOLI for helicopter sup­
port. On two particular' ocoasions the BLT .,las.forced to rely solely 
on in-country sources for helicopter support (~164,and ~364)e 
These two occasions were from 2721,25H-291700R July 1968 and imm 
300700R--310830R July 1969 v/hen HMM 265 was forced to ground all 
its aircraft b ecaus.e of ~uel pm.blems. 
'. , 'P.uz:ing:::theSawLperiod.:;'2Q",cla.se::air,5upport'missions were . 

flown.in support of. the BLT. A total of-23 air obsen"er i;lights, 
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in 0-1E; OV"!'1.0S' and U-H1E aircmft g were utilized to conduct 
artillery and close air-I?upport missions as well as help co­
ordina te movement of groillld illli teo. 

Qp TBAINING 

1. 

j 

At 010100B Jul 1968BUE 2/7 commenced amphibious landing exercise 
HILL'IOP .xx in the Zambales Training Areap Subic Bay, Republic of 
the. Philipp ine S$ One company was landed by LVT's acmss GREEN 
B.l!iACH and tvlO companies by helicopter into landing zones OAK and 
A:iH.. As soon as the lead elements of the BLT had secured !"ire 
base areas ashore~ llattery li, 3/11, was landed over GREEN BEACH 
and Mortar BatteT'Y9 )/11~ was landed in LZ OAK. 

The exerci se.~ ... b bomewha 1; J:lalllP ered. Q,y ral.n 1;n.a. t continued 
intermittently ~h:roughout the operation. Despite the adverse 
wea"(ia~J.:, -IJ.i..I.t1 .dLT loomed lessons during the exercise which have 
since proved valuable. Both Battery li, )j11~ and YlOrtar Battery" 
3/11: were displaced foX\vard from their origl.nal positions wi th­
out incident~ A Battalion Support Activity Well:! established at 
GiiEEN BEACH on the first Clay of the exercise arid functi::medsmooth':'. 
1y for the remainder of the exeroise.. A full .Battalion OOllllIlilllcl 
Post was established ashore, thereby giving the Command Group a 
cbance to actually test systems for coordinating communications, 
fire and air support, tactical employment of units and processing 
spot reports, casualty reports, situation reports, bW . .i. f'rag orders. 
Systems for requesting and obtaining resupplies and MEDEVACS were 
tried, improved upon, und tested again in an erf'ort to .come up 
with thut method that vlOuld prove the most expedient and viable 
in combat in the Vietnam envirorunento 

Perhaps the most beneficial aspect of the lrulding exercise 
was that it provided for the first time a chance for all the units 
of the BLT to work together as one cohesive organization~ lolost 
important~ BLT 2/7, HMM 265, SLF Bravo, Ships and Navy staff work­
ed together towards accomplisqing. a single mission and as a result 
arrived at solu tiona to problems encountere~~uring the exercise., 
which have proven themselves in subsequent comoot opera tiona in 
VietrwIDo 

Over..-,ll, the landing exercise 'i-las characterized oy a l11gb de­
gree of 8nthusiasim1 cooperation1 oyall to make; the training as 
beneficial and realistic ss possible.. Ip. retrospeqt,the train-· 
ing and Knowledge gained from the llmding exercise have proved 
invaluableo Ttle success of HIL.L'IDP XA is reflected ~ch time the 
BLT makes an amphibious landingo ' 
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. :Battalion landing Team 2/7 
!fEADQUdfJiIIIB. V. S. URIBI ec.n Fro. San Franc;i;seb,," 9~ 

.. A.;~'JiCI_. .... .'80 3/I£S/mar If 
3000 . 
23 Jul 1968 
Ser. No. 0033-68 

-FXom~ Commanding 04!icer 
!ro: Commander Task Group 79.5 

Subj;: Combat After Action Report (Operation EAGER YANKEE;tHOU::;TON IV) 

~', (a) CTG 79.5 Operation Plan t20A-67 
(b) MAPS: ..AllIS Vietnam 1:50,00Q, Series L7014 Sheets 6541 I, II, Ill, IV. 
, "542: In /, 

, , , 

Encl: ,-(1) Operation Overlay for EAGER YANKEE ~ 

1.. .Operation EAGER YANKEF/HOUSTJN IV 

2. Dates and location 

'~i4 OperatThn EAGER YANKEEVBOUSWN IV" a two phase operation, began on 9 July 
1i968 and waste:r:mina tf;ld on.2~ July 1969..-

( 1) Phase I of Operation EAGER YANKEE commenced 090500H Jul 68 and.auded 
1120800H Jul 68.. Ebase I,was execute9-' unp.er 9POON CTG 79.5 and took 
place on the islap.d of Vinh Ioc~ east of 'PHU BAr.' 

(2) Pha se II commenced 12OBOOH J~l 68 when BLT i/7 'passed under OPOON of 
Commanding General, Task .Force Xray., BLT.2/7 c911tmued With basical­
ly the same mission as before. ,During. Phase II t4e BLT moved f:rom 
Vinh loc island to the main land.opposi:.t;e and. continued the attack.. 

(3) A,t 160100H Jul 68 OPCON of BLT 2/7 was passed to Commanding Officer, 
Fi1'th Marines as B1Jl,?/7 was_heli1'ited into the ju.ngle @anopy in the 
vicinity of the Opera'tion HOUSIDN IV area. 

b., The mission assigned to BLT 2/7 was to conduct an amp:,tl.ibious assault in ., 
the AOj,.:. in order to find, _fiX, destmy enemy forces,ahd capture and des­
troy enemy material and. i'ortifications, and to conduct such other opemo/;;:. 
tions as assigned. The mission remained unchanged throughout the operation. 
The exact boundaries of the area of operation were adjusted nume.mus times. 

-See enclosure (1)e 
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~ Co:mmand Headquarters ., , 

&;;1 EAGER YANKEE 090500H .;. 1i20000H Jul68 - SLF BBAVO (C!L'G 79. 5) aboard·~US:')· .. 
~4»pli. 

~ ,EAGER YANKEE 1.20800H - 1.60'/OOll Juli8 - TASK :roWE XRAY - TASK FORCE .XBAY 
(bnlba it BaSe; (Phu B!ri).. . 

c. HOU::;TON IV 1i6<J700H -' 2Z0600H Ju168 - FIiTH MARmEI:). - FIFTli MARINES 8P r. 
Combat Base (Phu Bai}~l -.-. 

4.J Ttlak Organization 

B1T 247 

~ Co (-) (Rein) 

.Det, Hq Bn1 1 st Mar Div 
Det, Hq Co, 7th ~r . 
Det~ Btry B (Hain), 3rd Bn~ 11'nth Mar 
Det)1 COmIn Plat, llq Co, 7th Mar 
Det, Dental Co, 9th.l'IAB 
2nd Plat (Rein), 00 Os tst Engr Bn 
Det, klU, For Log. Omd .. 
C & C.Plat, Oo.A$ 5th Mad Bn,)9til MAE 
Det,Co 0, 1.et ~ Bn . 
2nd Plat, Co A, .Jlst Mt Bn 

Co E (Rein) 

CoE 
.Det, H&S Co 

~AC Tm 
FO Tro, 81mm Mortar Plat 
IiGF. Spot Tm . 

Det,. Btry.R,. (Bein), 3.xd. En? 11 th M3r 
Tm., 2nd Plat (:f!ein), Co O~ 1ist .Eh~ Bn 
HST TIn, Det Co ,C, 1s$.SP Jm 

Co F (Bein) 

CoF 
Det, H&S Co. 

~.AC TIn 
J!'O 'lID, 81mm M:>rtar Pla t 
lITGF Spo t Tm· . 

Det, Btry.H (Bein)t, 3rd En, 11th &r 
Tm., 2nd Plat (Bain), CoC, 1st Engr Bn 
RST Tin, Det, Co C.,. 1 at Si:l Bn 
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HE.AD"l,tta.1U'ERS t 11. s. 1lAR1.,. COil. 

1 •• 1,_", 'AI 0. '11li;" 
. . . . 

Co G (:Rein) 

Co G 
Det, H&s Co 

FAO Tm 
Fe !Cin, Stmm M:>rtar Plat 

Det, Btl.'Y..H (.Rein)~ 3l.'d En, 31th Mar 
Tm~ 2nd Plat (Bein) 1 Co ,C, 1 at Engr Bn 
HST Tm~ Det~ 2nd PIa tll CQ 0, 1 s1,: SP l3n 

. 
Co H (Reinl 

Co H 
,Det~ ~ Co 

. FO Tm~ 81mln M>rtaar Plat 
Det~Btl.'Y H (Rein)$ 3rd Bn~ 11th Mar 
TID. 2nd Plat (Rein)~Oo 0, 1st Engr Bn 
H::iT r.Iln, 2nd Plat~ . Co. C~1st SP ,:6n 

Btl.'y H (Rein). 3m Bn, 'l1th Mar 

Mortar Btry (Rein). 3rd Bn? 11th Mar 

31mm :ibiifaz::E]a.i 

2nd Plat. 00 B, 1st Tank Bn 

3rd. Plat, 00 BE 3rd Amtrac Bn 
---' ",:: _~ .. ~_~. :.; C s. " !- ... , ~. , 

1!st ~lat? Co Es 1,st Beoon an. 
2nd Plat, 00 A. 11th MT Bn 

OoD!,~st En. 5th M:l.r 

5.~ Intelligence 
.' . ~. 

, . :·~.t:"~ ... t ,. ..:: 

.; Cap~'" R.R. 0 'NEILL 

1 s;tLt. J. lL.HALSEY 
.1:-18 July 1968 

Capt.. Te P ... Ee HOLM 
1.9-22 July 1-968 

.~ 

'1! t, 

1stLtg. J. 'Re GILL 
'J ., .. 

listLt .. r,I. s. "'K!6ELE:: 
.; , 

,2ndLt ... D. J •. MCMAIDN' 
.. . 

1,stLt .. r-r.. E. HASTINGS-, .• ( 
, . 

2nCiLt. ,MoE. NELOON 

, . , 

Capt.. HARRIN'G'roN 

Enemy Strength Prior to Opera tioD.. ,A minimLun 01' two cozqpanies, the a 117 
fjnd. C 1 je~ IDeal Force ,Companies,. -and ~ maximum of two battalions? the K-t5 
and K~10 NVA 'Battalions~ were reported to be operating in the EAGER YANKEE 
AOA,.specif'ically in the Phu Vang .and Phu Thu Districts... Elements of the' 
K~4 :Battalion ,.rere belined to be in th~ Vinh loc District area and were 
using i"our hospitals for the care and rehabilitation of their wounded.. 

The EDUSTON ll7 AOA was considered the operating area of the 5th Work­
si te (AKA, 5th RegiIJient1 22nd .Regiment} t which consists of the K-l0 Bn 
(810th Bn), K .. 4 Bn, and the K-15 .Bn (S115th Bn), plus tlB 1i2th Sapper En 
and the K.,.32 Artillery BnsA number .of haxbor si tea were also believed 
to be in the areab 
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b. Enemy Strength j Mission? and Tactics DuriPk The Operation. During Opera­
tion EAGER ,YANKEE there .were no major.contacts with the enemy.- The 
enemy encoutered, were squad size or smaller local Force units who limi­
ted their acti witiea to booby traps and harassing type contact.. Many 
booby traps' were found in the Phu Thu and Phu . Vang areas. Enemy haras­
sment consisted ma:iiUy of night p.robing 01' un~ t base camps with small 
arms fire, B-40 rockets i 60mm mortars, grenades, and M-19 rounds., The 
local populace was ClUite willing to give information concerning the enemy 
in their area.. The me rale of the enemy appeared low a s evidenced by the 
IllllIlber of Ch~eu Hoi and the ao CUl.'ac.,,- of the infoma tion they readily 
supplied.. A hospital, which waf! a, converted school house, and four 
individual weapoIl;s were located with the help and guidance of three clif­
frent Chieu Hoi.. In Vinh loc District the enemy avoided contact and 
ned from the sou them end. of the peninsula to· the vicmi ty of Ke Vo 
(II> 955a18) and Vinh H=1i (YD 9402}4), where he remained un til friendly 
forces depar~ed the area •. At that time lie was observed fl.'Om the air in 
three columns headed southo A Chieu Hoi 1'l.'Om the peninsula s'tcl ted that 
the force that movrad North was C! mixture of NVA~ VeMa', and VC Young Menl 
Women9 A9soc18 tion that numbered appl.'Oxima tely. 600 . wi th an additional, 50 
wounded., 

During Operation HOUSmN IV the strength of the enemy encountered 
ranged from squad to platoon size.. Injihe iili tiiil stages of Operation 
HOUtiTON IV the enemy fought a delaying action. 60mm mortars were used 
by the enemy against landing zone OAK during initial entry into the AOA. 
B-40 rockets, small arms, and au tol!lt?:tic weapons were also used by the 
enemy in his delaying action. \¥hat . began as a delaying maneUver by the 
enemy later developed into a defensive posture in order to protect and 
preven t the discovery of a large weapons cache at YD944988 f a harbor site 
wi th a hospital a ~ YD941,90~ C¥ld anqther extensive harbo r site a t YD9f1.1987~. ~ 
The weapons and E\IIlIIl1lIii tion captured. were. su.fi'icie.ri.t to-'sup~ at least-:8 
company size un~t or larger force. The harbor sites and l'Jwlker complexes;-
were large enough to accomodate a battalion size unit. Nume:r;:ous fresh . 
graves were found in the vicinity of the harbor sites and examination 
of the @odies showed most were killed either by air or artillery. Ac­
urate enemy unit identifiea tion could not be made, but the enemy! a de­
teImination, coordinated tactical employment, and his el'luipment indica':',. 
ted that he was fV~Prior to the enemy's withdrawal from his harb9)1 "I . 
sites, his morale appeared to be quite good, as evidenc~d in his spiri~.+ 
ted defense of' the weapons cache and harbor sites. 

c. Terrain.. The term:\.n in tle EAGER YANKEE AOA was generally f18 t and bar­
ren •. ·In the Vinh loc District" t:qe terra~n was only sui ted for tracked 
vehicles due to the predominance of soft sMd.. The Phu Thu and Phu Vang 
areas were suitable for limited wheeled vem,cle use. 
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.. The terraJ.n 1n ~e fIoG~r~yaibA consl.S ted (if 5 teep h.~ls wi th ~, 
,&:~py ranging fmm 20 to 150 feet with a thick secondary gl.'Owth. 
Wate~ was non ... existant in the higher hills. Unless on a trail g movement 
w~se:x:~remely slow 8{ld .. difficul t due to the thick secondary growth. . . ! ,. 
weathe .... ~ .. r had no adverse e£rects on the opemtion with the ex-
ceptio#'~f intense heat and humidity \.Jhich slowed the speed of move-

. m,t of mop so 
\.. 

Missione Bm 2/7 1 a mission during Operation EAGER YANKEE was to conduct an ,~, 
amphibious assault in the amphibious objectiv~. area in, order to find, fix~ 
destray enemy forces, and, capture and destl.'OY enemy material and fortifi­
cations? and to conduot slIch :other ?perations as a~~igned. 

Tne mission of Opel.-ation EDUSfmN IV was for e3i.ementa of BLT ?l7~ :thro~ 
a heliborne assault into LZ OAK (!D953005) and LZ BIRCR (Y096.5995),to conduct 
of.fensive operations to seek~ loea te and captu.reor destroy enemy.,foroes, ' ... 
weapons, material, and positions in the assi~ed area of operations and in 
particular to attempt to locate fresh grave sit~_. 

1. Execution.. 

a. Concept. .Operation EAGER YANKEE. At 082300H Jul 1968 two reconnaissance 
teams were eovertly i:g.serte!i by he1tcop te r9 one in vicini ty ZDO'47.160 to 
provide surveillance of GREEN BEACH and one in vicw ty ZOO85097 to pl.'O­
vid.e surveillanc.e of LZ C.,EDAR (ZDQ70102) and PINE (ZD085097). On D~Day " 
(9 Jul 68) BLT 2/11an4ed at H~Hour (0500) and.L-Hour (0600) with one 
company in LVTO s and two companies by helicopters. The operation was con­
ducted in two phasesG; 

Phase L This phase ~s characterized by the sequential establishmf3Il~ 
of a series of blocking pOSitions against whioh a, sweep force pushedo The: 

..,.. 1m tial blocking position was established by'8. sutfface landed assault force 
(Company "E") in the vicini ty of Ap My .MDt (ZD0521i29). Companies "Gil and 
uHn tandedby helicopter in ~o s ];lINE (ZD08:;)Q91) and .. CEDAR (ZD0101Q2) and 
provided the sweep fo:rce whicl;].. SW,9pt.no:;-th and then noJ;thwes~ .up the. 
peninsu.la towards Company "E"! s -'blocking position.. Subse9-uent blocking 
positions were established,,:l,n. the vicinity of Then ~ Uc lfromZIlO~31~7~to 
z002618Q) and Thon Ha Thanh (1) (from YD980200 to YD995186)~ moving l,lOrth 
on Dam Thuy Tu to the northern. portion of the area of operation. ]bllow­
ing ,in trace of the BLT sweep force were PF and BF forces from VinhU>,c 
District who reswept the area .. ·· Il:1SP d;oing th:fj,;Y' capitalized on int~ll!'­
gence reports that had been passed down from higher eChelons and expand: d 
the boundaries of secure territory to IrJhich the people on the iSl.and co ·ld 
migrate .. 

Phase lL Operations similar in character to those conduct~ '<duri ' . 
Phase I v/ere emplo yed during Phase II west of Dam Tl1UY i'U. Commencing at 
the northern extremity of the area of opera tions in the vicinity of T~on 
Ql,ang Zuyoo.' (YD8t>0250)p combat sweep operations were conducted in a south­
easte~~y.d.irection ,pu.sm.ng against sequentiali' blo,cfd.ilg-, p,o.S:f;tt'cms ·ilr.'tl;le-:.o­
southeI;L ~rtion of the area of operations in the vicinity of Than HaBac 
(YD~2155)o: _ ..... , 
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Opemtion HOUSTON IV. At 1,60100H 13LT 2/1 landed two oompanies in LZ 
BIRCH (YC965995) and the r~inder of. the BLT in Lz, OAK (YD953005) and. . 
attacked west oli an axis of advance between.Hillt,~24. :and.Hlll 21"5, oon~~.'.~. 
ued Southwest past Thon MIl Kham~ then wheeled north on an axis of a~vanoe 
par:rallel to route 545. Company base camps ware progressively established 
along the axis of advance . from which deep lateral patmls were conducted 
to seek enemy forces~ graves and posi tions.. Begimen~l objeotive #1 (10 
9~9(7) was searched and a base camp established in that ,area .. 

b. Si$!;lli£icant Events,. The following is a summary 01' significant events and 
Oontaots with the enemy .. 

(1) Vinh 100 District 09 ~ 11. Jul 1,268.. In a three aay period, s\'leep 

operations in the Vinhu,c ,District area resulted in piokirig up 14 
detainees and two Cnieu.:aoi·.(witb. ~1 Carbine~' The 14 detainees 
were cap tured at ti:le following times and places: 090945H .s.t ZD08 2102 p 

O·91430H act z0065t08? 091745H at ZD083128 9 1008U5H at ZDO~1)4~,.111i330H 
at ZJX)4~141, .and 11174511 at ZOO45143. 

(2).s:jp'&i-(1) (ZD0851;Zo) 1"1. Jul·i~.§.. A Cnieu Hoi lead a Company JIG" 

) 

platoon.size patrol to a school house used as a hespi tal for NiA and VC. 
. ·\':i. Tne nospital was 150 feet long and 30 feet wide \vi til a capacity for 
. 100 bed pa tientse Two sandba5's full of medical supplies weI'e also 

/ found a t this site. 

(:;) Pm Thu District (';£09182141 13 Jul 1968. A helioopter in p:rocess of 
resupplying Company."F" was shot down by tnree snipers ,d th automatic 
weaponse Security vlas .. established by Company "Fit around the helicop­
ter .. ~·.·l"'t.:.t400H Company "FIt received three rounds.of' B-40 rocket fire; 
one round hit the helicopter and sat ~~ on fire. A e1l5; retrieved 
the do~€d helicopter at 1409gSIL 

>/ 

(4) Phu. TilU District (YP913217) 14kl 19680 While attempting to extract 
Company '!F"~ a nelicOJl.ter i'uelline burst. One platoon ±"ronlOompany 
"G" was dispatched to pm""ide s ebu:ti ty along wi th the tema:iridei of" . 
the Company I'F" unit in' the LZo At 1S0330H me s9ClirJ:t':V'imit took 

.. '" heavy' sma;ll ams, fire;' mortar':rouna~~.--;and ~40 1'Q.cke.~~~which.h±t ~;the, .. _ 
downed helicopter. The security unit returned 3lIl.811 ams fire and ,c' 
called w 81mm mortar fire mission.. 

(5) ])oM Truoi Mountains (YD940989) t1 Jul 1,968. A Obmpany "F"1 platoon 
size pombat patrol received heavy small arms and B-40 rocket fire 
from an estimated 20 enemy in well prepared positions.. Tile platoon 
returned SIllP..1l ams and automatic fires requested artillery support p 

lhley gunships, and t'o'lO flights of fixed. wing. A sweep of the area 
revealed eight NVA KIA and one AK-47. 
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(9) Don Tmi Mountains e9 0" 0 ,8 18 - 2 Jul 1 68. 
\fulle, s\'1e(=ping westerly fromLZ lHRCH(YC965995 r Company ;iFII encount­
~red nea'\ry resistance from an ... es.tll1!l:,\teCl. platoon.si~e enemy.1'erce in 
well prepared positions. Company I1FI! consolidated their position and 
requested artillery and ai~ strikes. ,.-Company liD", 1st Battalio:g., 5th 
Mannes passed under OPOON BLT 2/1 a t 1-90800~ Jul 196<3 and .was heli­
lifted into the Dong ~ruoiMountainspvicini ty of Hill 897.. From 
there Company "DI,I attacked in a northerly directio+l while Company "F" 
continued to fix. the enemyi s position, apply presSIlre from the east,. 
and make use of availa.ble supporting eifEl'S. On 21 July 1968 tne";enemy 
was forcell to wi thd:raw and Compa!id.es "D" and. 'IFII 'linked up and began 
a thomugh search of the a~s An enemy haroQr.si te was soon found 
con ta ining a large oa che o,r l;l(".aP()llS and ammuni tion. Tho se items tila t 
could be helilifted out were sent back to 5th !Varine Headquarters; 
the remaining ''lere destroyed.. T.lil.rty huts 1 a messhall, a hospital, 
numerous bunk.ers~ and an intricate tunnel complex: were also f01llld_ 
and destroyed. The entire compleX ,~as estimated to have been large 
enough to accomodate a battalion 'ana. the materials le1"t behind py the 
enemy could have easily eq,uipped a company or larger size unit.' .. ... 

c. fhpporting .AIms 

(1) Geneml .. The Quality and Quantity of fire support available was ex:­
e,eHent. In addition to BLT 2/7u s organic 81mm mortar Pla.toon and 
two attached artillery batterie$;~ ,Mortar BtrYt 3m En, 11th Msrines, 
and Hotel Btry, 51U Bn~ 11 th J:i1ariri.es~ fire SUP]?ort wa.'s ~ailabre~from 
Foxtrot Btry~ 2nd Bn~ 11.th Marines, Lima. Btry, 4th Bn, 11th M:irines, 
Na val gunfire ship Sv and aircraft.. In the initial s1;ages of Op~ra"" 
tion EAGER YANKEE use of available supporting arms wa::J lim ted due 
to the large number of oi vilians in the area. and w~de ranging NO 
FIBE WNES established in Cynjwlction with the Vinh .we District 
ClliefQ Due to these restrictions initial landing zones PINE and 
CEDAR were not pl,'eped. H&I firing was virtually non-existant during 
Phase L.~f Operation EAGER, YANKEE~ 

(2) Artillery. Artillery support consisted of 49 observed fire missions, 

p 

18 unobserved missions~ and seven registration missionso A total of 
929 HE, 17 Wl?, 266 ILL and two smoke rounds were expended for a grqnd 
total of 1~~74 rounds_fired.. H&I fires were delivered on areas of 
known enemyactivity and in response to intelligence infomation p~s­
sed i'rom higher echelons. lhring units were coopeIati~ and resporlf> 
9i ve. Cornmunica tion diffiCll,l ties were minimal. Overalrr-a,rtHlery 
support was not used too exilensively due to the nature of tfle'ta.c .. ti:ca:L._ 
situation, but when it was employed it produced excellent resultse 

I 

""7-

fA) 
DECLASSIFIED 



. 
) 

, 

DECLASSIFIED 

HE.jD'·l,L.~L·\:L-,~~j U ~. . 
, • ~." .MAf:l1~~ ':CJJl\P5 

WASHll'lGIOlf, D. C' 20:SSa.' " 
Naval Guni.·ire. Naval GuTIfi:re was-limited t~, the AOA 01' Operation 
EAGER YANKEEo The AOA 01' Opera tion HOUSTON IV was aut of ',:mage of 
the Naval, gunfire sh~ps. Wi thin the AOA of Operation EAGER YANKEE 
the use of Naval gunfire was further J.imi ted due to the large ei vi­
lian population and ~te.nsi"ve NO FIRE 2ONES. In all ~ two ships fired 
a total of two missions~ expending, 7 Il,l~ 1.2 \tI.El, and 48 HE rounds for 
a total of 67 :rounds fired. 

(4) Air Support 

(a) CAS. BLT 2/7 used '!5 two plane flights consisting of Marine 
A .... 4 ft S aa.d F~413l Be These planes dropped 84 500 lb. bombs~ 44 
400_lbe~ Napalm_bombs~ and expended thousands of 20mm rounds and 
over one: hundred 5 inch Zuni rockets. Beported battle damage 
was 10 NVA confiDlled kil~ed. ~'le reason CAS was not used more 
extensively was due to the large NO FUlE 2Dl~ES in the .ADA and 
frequent close proximity of friendly,and enemy troops. 

(b) TPQdO!se No TP~10Ds were utilized due to proximity of targets 
tQ.frj:endly forpes.. _ 

(0) Flareship& Flareships were used t\'lice to support night emer­
gency resupply. The ill1llJl.i.na tion during these t\vO instances 
was Dutstanding... , 

(d) Aoe s. BLT 2/7 had the services of .A{) 9 sinO "1, OV-10 and 4H-1E 
aircraft" The endurande time of all aircral. t used in this mi s­
sion proved more than satisfactorye 

(e) Medevacs o ill'IM 265 pmvided helicopters for medevacs throughout 
the reporting period. The majority of the casualties were eweu­
a ted to the USS Tripoli. (l,¢lH-l0). A few casual ties weL'e evacua­
ted to POO BAl. because the, medevac helicopter; happened to be i'rom 
a squadmn based in that area.. The Neil Robertson sling and 
jungle penetratoI:' were used and are considered a nEtcessi ty in the 
t;ype of terrain encountered on Operation mUu'l'ON IV" The ~devac 
flights, though sometimes Slovl, overall provided BIll! 2/7 with ade­
qua te support .. 

-, de logistics: 

.-
The LSA was esitablished aboard the LPH~10 on D-oDay and remained aboard 
until 12 Jul 1~68 at which tim.e it WaS 'transfered to CAO DOl (zro52034) 
for the remainder of the operation. CAO DOl proved to be _ the most 
feasible place for operating resupply", ,Supplies were req~ested through 
Helicopter Support Teams" which were attached to each of tt+e major 
Uni ts in the field~ Palletizing proved to be more of a p:L'Qblem. than r ~->'.-~" 

/1 nnDn ' 
I UlJLA' Irr: ~d:l (S:' (. I' ;, " , 

I~, - -~'f':!:0)ry)lliJ'Uli;,@ :, Ols. 
-8=- ~-'----.~-"J' •• -

DECLASSIFIED 



jig •. 

(2) 

DECLASSIFIED _. " ""'~'~\&r l,i:X. aTED/R&PRODUCE!) '-1;: •. \.1,": R!:CORD ... 

PIV.:-;:jION 0, ,'~;S~o:r.W; AI';;) }::~'.. : ... .; .. j, ~ 
IWJ~DQ.UARTERS. U .. " S~'}'1Aiul;"'; CO~S • •• WASHllfGXON, D. C ... l2o-38q> , 

a help in the landing of supplies because I ,once the palletized 
supplies were delivered to the field~ there were no means avail­
able to handle them., 

BMM 265 provided helicop ters for resupply from 9 Jul 1968 through 
16 Ju.! __ 19~ ... _ After this period resupply helicopters were fumished 
l:mm 1?I:lU Bl~' . ' 

•. ~ " I 

:.--

The LSA at CAO 001 was the priIlk'1ry source of all classes of re~p­
plies with the exoeption of Class II~ vlhioh was supplied by the 
command vessels for Operation EAGERIANKEiVHOUS~N IV~ The follow­
ing items were either not in stocl,cor.in.~ limited quantity:!: strobe 
lights, ,·kip antenna bases, 3P packs, and assorted medical supplies, 
such as battle dressings and):'ield stretchers., 

I 

Items requiring 2nd, 3rd, and 4th eohelon maintenance were back 
loaded aboard assigned shipping and repaired by Contaqt Teams from 
'the logistics Support Uni t~ Items no t repairable by con tact teams 

··"tYj,ffre off-loaded and evacuated. to ·the Maintenance Be. ttalion at ])a Nang. 

e. Co~:i;:Oations. Dur:ing the initial phase of the opera tion~ radio com­
munications in the lower frequencies was poor especially over the Bn Tae 
net. This problem ll1aS solved by swi tching to a freq,ueneyof over 60 mcs. 
Q:mnrrunica tio~s from the coIllllian d group to the ship remained spo ra tic ~ po B­

sibly due to the ships sailing pattern. The same thing occured over the 
covered circui~ In addition1 some difficulty was experienced with the 
equipment becoming overheated on the covered net. While vlorking in the 
third 01' site i a TRC-27 shot ' .... as tried" Results were naga tiveas a clear 
line of sight pa th between stations could not be obtained.. 

While OPOON to FIFTH NARINES two sets of the AN!PBC-77 were borrowed 
<IDd used. This equipment provedhighly efficient and. satisfactory vii th 
one exception. While working in the cypher posi tion, anyone else w01.'k­
ing on the same 1"requency and in the clear would block out the two cy'pher 
stations. Therel:ore, \ihen using this equipment it is necessary to have a 
frequency tha t is clear of any unwanted sta tion~ 

An tennas, RC-292, vlere employed and "ere mandi tory for conununica tions 
thmughout the AO~ ! 

8. Results 

a. Friendly 

( 1) UtiMC Casualties 

(a..) Enlisted 
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, ... 

(2) 
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(b) Officers 

IIA 8: 
WIA ~ 
WIANE 
NBCE . . , . 

USN Qasual ties 

(a) Enlisted 

KIA 
W~i;t 
Wrm"d~ .. ~ 
:rrnCE \too, . ~ 

(b) Officers . 
0 

Equipmen t Damsge 

(a) Helicopters; 

(b) Tmok: 

. " 

o 
t 
1 
o 

o 
2 
o 
9 

None 

1 Damaged by S/ A fire 
1 :oe.s:t;o ,-eo.: bl :e;40'- HO.cket 

. 
1 Broken axle 

Enemy 

(1 ) Pel'sonnel 

(a) NVA KIA · · - -
(b) VO KIA · 0 

(0) Detainees 
= 

~ 

(d) Chieu Hois 3 

;2 

9 

65 

7 

(2) Weapons Captured 

~~ 
(0 
{d 
(e 
(f 
(g) 
(h) 

g~ 

(1j Spring. field Rifle 
(5 SliO-tSw>.s--
(2 )~oAe & is-
(n) - Sl!~.~ 9S 

1
2j:' F4disi;on Rlne s 
.; BP-46 Light M:J.chine Guns 
1 British Sten II S~~6 

(4 MAT 49 Sub-maohin~ gLUl.s 
(4l 1891 Sniper Rifles 

(7 I-44 1 s . 
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(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

DECLASSIFIED 

~CTED/EEPRODUCED FROM R~CO~or 
PIYT.'-::::ON OJ}' I~I:::TlJf~1 ;:.~'D 'U;;;LU~.s, 

JmAD~~~T!1'2TEH.S, U. s. MARHI~ COki'S 

WMiCiNGTOJl, D ... 

(kl (3) MA.S-46~ s 
lml i2) 60mm mortars complete , 
( 2) AK-47 9 s' 
(n 5) 11-1 Carbines 
(0) (3) 1.62 lobohine Guns w/bipods and two spare barrels 

Grenades and Mines Captured 

(a~ ill? ) Chi Comm Grenades 
tb 2). Soviet Anti Psz'sonnel mines 

Ammunition Captured (by rounds) 

~~~ til Blasting Cap. 
255) Rounds 60mm MJrtar 

(0) . 804 ~ Rounds AK=47 

f~l 
( 144 60llllll IIlO ~tar heads 
(1.0) _ Reuna.s 57 Recoilless Rifle 

t! ( 140) B=40 rocke~ rounds 
(t~OOO) Sticks of D3!J.Clmi te 

(h (27)HPGI_s . 
(i) (",2.~) 1.2 Guage Sho tgun shells 

Miscellaneous Equipment Captured 

~~J 10 ~ 200 lbs. rice 
(2~ bags assorted medical gear 

(~l ( 1 PRC-.25 ba ttery 
Assorteg. documents~ clothing~ and 782 gear 

(e) 80 lbs& Tetrol 

9& Commander's Analysis 

The most unique part of the operation bet\-1een 9 Jul and 22 Jul was the 
variety of terrain and enejnY encountered" On the one han.d~a hel:i~opter borne 
assault Vias conductm in relatively open~ flat~ sW;dy terrain in conjunction 
with an amphibious opemtion and on the other a heliborne as saul t in a high 
canopy, jungle area.. The variety of enemy encountered ranged as widely from 
para-mili tary Youn Men and Womens Association members to NVA troops .. 

Poor intelligenoe oharacterized the entire operation. Tllis included in­
correct/incomplete beach studies which failed to reveal a large sand bar ac­
cross the entire landing beach.. Hasty selection of landing zonel;tZ'esulted .. 
in LZ! s toot proved inad.eq,ua te a.s opera. tions developed in the canopy. 

_ Enemy contee t VIaS insignificant. If the proper a.moun t of time, a t least 
an additional ''Ieek1 had been spent in Vinh loe District, the island complex 
could htve been cleared of all VC/NVA and turned over to dietrict officials, 
and PF and RF forces, having been "pacified" by most current criteria and 
indica." In both V.LNl:i we and P.uU THO districts the people were reudy to 
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defect 1 as evidenced by the number' of 'detainees and Cnieu Hoi acquired 
in those dis~r1cts. An active Civic Action program and the establish­
ment of a Combined Action. Platoon would have been able to p:rovide Vinh 
Loc with the necessary future backing for local PF and RF forces, if the 
BLT had had enough time to effect a tho:rough uprooting and destruction 
of the local VC ini":raatruc tureg 

Medical Evacuation was u."lsatisfactory at times due to poor communica­
tions with the U::>:;) '£ripoli. It was much more expedient to go to the organi­
zation under whose control the BLT was presently operat.ing for MED.l!:VAC air­
craft requests. On occassion ME\.),I!;VACS were uelayed because a ship based 
surgeon, without seeing the man concerned~ challenged, on a radio~ the 
emergeJ!J.cy claimed by the medical co~smen in the lield. If they (the doct­
ors) feel thi s is necessary then tney should be employed with the rifle 
companies and/or a BA::> established in the fieldv Tnere are times, in the 
heat of battle~ that a corpsman will call a priority MEDEVAC an em~rgency, 
but this happens seldom enough so that it is not or should not be made a 
major issue.. It becomes a major issue ~lhen an emergency FiEDEVAC, while 
wai ting for a decision as to the seriousness of hi s case, dies of \iouilAso. 
It is highly recommend~d that this type of controversy be avoide~ 

In the final analysis I consider portions of this opera tion la rgely 
unsuccessful, particularly efl'orts In Ehu Thu and Vinh loc District~, 
:where a tremendous potential for a majQr success was present but not exploi­
ted.. I consider the HOUSIDN IV Foose successful due largely "to the sizable 
caches discovered, the b,odies found and the fact that it once again demon­
strated that a Marine battalion can be swi~tly moved from one operational 
environment to another \Vi thout loss of mobility, fighting spint, or com­
mandand logistical control& 
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