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1, In accordance with reference ("L) the command chronolog‘,r for the month
of March 1966 is svbuitted with atta,chments.
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3RD BATTALION, 7PH HRINES COiiali) CHRUNOLOGY WITH ATTACHMAS

be  URGANIZATTUNLL Dalhs

1. Designation and location of reporting unit: 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines,
let Marine Division (Rein) FIMF, Chu iai, Republic of Victnam

2. Period covered: 1-31 March 1966

3. Commanding Offiicer 1tCs1 C. H. BODIEY
Executive Officer Mpj H. G. BALOGH
8-1 idjutant lstlt J. J. COVERT
S5-2 Officer , Capt We M, CLAPP
5-3 Dfficex Maj Re Ae CLARK
8-4 Officer ' " Capt H. B. F. VONCARP
Conmunications Officer Capt- E. T. FITZGERALD

‘ ' Supply Officer lstlt ¥o J. LAMURA (128 Mar).
- : : GySgt L. L. WEST (28-31 Mar)
Motor Transport Officer 1stit De J. MCKIBB4N (1-28 Mar)
' ' GySgt R. J. LABOUVE (28-31 Mar)
Bn Surgeon I TIVD) M. G, ASHKuR
Bn Chaplain Lt {ChC) E. W. EPPS
H&S Company Commender lstit D. H. HARPER (1-28 Mar)
_ Capt B. T, FITZGERLID (28-31 Mar)
"I" Comipany Commander Capt J« B, CLEMENTS ~
"K" Company Commendér Capt D. B. THOMAS (1-11 Mar) :
" lstit W. M. LINGENFELTER §11-31 Mar)
"L Company Commander l1stLt B. We HUMAN, Jr..
. "M" Company Commander Capt T. V. DRLUDE

4. Ahverage ‘Strength: . USMC: 29 Officers 869 Enlisted

v TSN 3 Officers 49 Enlisted
.' During the month of March 162 USMC enlisted and 1 USN enlisted were

joined to the Battalion. In addition, 190 USMC enlisted, 5 USMC officers and

2 USN enlisted personnel were dropped during the month as a result of
casualties, rotation, and EiS, -

B,

4 March - Lt 040800H 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines assumed the MLR responsibi] #‘1
end operstional control of the rear elements of 2nd Battalion, Tth Marines
while 2/7 was engeged in Operation "UPAH", 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines was
relieved of this responsibility by 2nd Battalion, Tth Marines at 080800H.

Operation "BIG CHARLIE" (See Lppendix (4)) "
A4t 040810H Codpany M, while participating in Operation "BIG CHiRHI®
captured 30 male end 20 female VCS at coordinates BS 591936, 4s a resultef
interrogation 28 VCS were evacuated to 3rd ITT, Each of the 28 VCS was fouwn
to be either a VG laborer or a metber of a VO organization, i.c. farmer's

organization, youth group leader, etcs

UNGLASSIFIED

1 EN'CLOSURE (1)
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11-14Mer ~ Operation "CH" (See ippendices (D) and (E))

This operation wes & joint USMG/Vietnemese (LBVN,Politicel sction
Teams, Popular Forces) operation with a two=fold mission. First, was that of
providing security for approximately 2,000 farmers in the BINH SON District
§0 that they could harvest their Sugar cene without béing harassed by the Vied
Cong; and secondly, for these farmers to cut the heavy vegetation abounding
Route #1 within a specified area to reduce the numerous ambush sites that the
VC use to snipe ot ¥SMO and RVN traffic utilizing this route: ‘

The msjor accomplishments of this operation weres (1) That the
nmission as described above was successfully completed; (2) That mhtual unden
standing and teamwork was developed between the USHMC and the legally con-

stituted government of Vietnam; and (3) That the oporation resulted in the
capture of 11 VCC and 61 VCS,

Realizing that a large group of people would be gathered for this
operation, a planned PsyWar program was developed and administered. The pre-—
gram consisted of deily lectures by the Politicel Action Teams; movies, de-
soribing current agricultural methods and techniques,and entertainers pro-
viding & medley of Vietnamese National songs.

4t 110900H 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines civil affairs tean participaﬁﬁd
in Operation "C&H". The civil affairs team entered the CHLU TU hamlet com-
plexes located in grid squares BS 5894, BS 5893, and BS 5892 and administeredd

medicel aid to 62 villagers. :

17 March - Operation "GROUND EOG" (Sece Lppendix (B)) was reduced to a one dey
operation due to other Regimental commitments. &t 170600H the Battalion ().
began the operation.. Two companids were moved overland under cover of dark:
ness and osteblished blocking positions to the north of Tall PHUOC (2), BS
5456895, During the day only light sniper fire was encountered. One of the
major accomplishments of this operation was the successful crossing of the
TRi BONG River from the south by rubber boats (ICR) in order to conduct a
sweep into the blocking forces. 4t 170800H the civil affairs corpsman ad-
ninistered medical aid to 12 villagers in the TAN PHUOC (2) complexs

20~26Mar ~ Operation "TEXAS" (Seo éppendices (C)-and (F)) was a relief and pur-
suit type operation designed to provide imnediste assistance to an EF Outpost

4hat had been overrun by an estimated Main Force Battalion. The operation

was considered to be & success in that control of the outpost was Te-ostabliskec?
to the RF, and that thig organization searched out, fixed,and severely damro€
the fighting cepabilities of a Main Force and a North Vietnamese Battalion.

In addition, a heavily fortified and tunneled hanlet complex was discovered
that was utilized by one and possibly two Main Force Viet Cong Battalion(sl
This hamlet complex was occupied by this unit and all positions, barriers,
tunnels, and caves were destroyed prior to this Battalion's deperture.

458841}; adninistered medical aid to 60 villagers. =

LOSRE (1) ¢
o Y

it 210800H the civil affairs team, oporating in VjINE TUY (4),§§§ .
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Lt 251100H the villagers of the PHUOC LOC complex (BS 561766) were
gathered together. Medical aid was administered to 291 villagers with four
Vietnamese medically evacuated to QULNG NGAIL by helicopter: The District
Chief from SON TINH spoke to the villagers resulting in one hundred refugees
accomparfing -the District Ohief to SON TINH District Headquarters. Lilso on
25 March large qusntities -of rice were discovered and subsequently evacuated
by five hundred refugee workers obtalned from SON TINH District. - Approximatc

7,500 kilos of rice were evecuated to SON TINH Dlstrlct for further distri-
bution to the refugees.

28 March - 4t 281700H 3rd Battalion, 7th Merines assumed the MLR responsi-
bility and -Operational control of the reéar elements of lst Battallon, Tth
Morines while that Battalion was: engaged in Operation "IWDILNL"; 3rd Bat-
talion, Tth Merines was' Telieved of this responsibility by 1st Battallon,
Tth Marlnes 2t 3015%0H,

Durlng the month of March 3rd Battalion, 7th Marihes civil affairs teams trazkkp
over 1,700 villagers. These villagers received over 7,700 treatments. 41~
nost dally visits by civil affairs teams have been made to TRI BINE (1) (BS
555987), TRI BINE (4) (BS 561978), and TRI BINH (3) (BS 569971) Quring Marckh
wiith emphasis placed on medical aid, sports, and English classesi Ten other
villages outside of the Battalion TLOR have béen visited by Battalion .civil
affairs teams during March with emphasis placed on riedical aidy psywar, and
screening of villagers for refugees.

Ce  DUCUMENIS:

X, “ Frag Order 3-66 %Appendlx Eh)g
rFrag Order 4~66 {4ppendix (B),

ag Order 5-66 (ippendix (C))
’Concept of” Operation (Operation "o&H™) {4ppendix (D))

2. After fotion Report, Operation "C&H" (ippendix (E))
¥ Lfter hctior Report, Operation MPZXLS" (Lppendix (F))

3. Battalion Position Overlay #1 (Lppendix (G))

Battalion Position Overlay #2 (sppendix (B
" Battalion Position Overlay #3 (ippendix (I
-~ Battalion Pos1t10n Overlay #4 (Lppendix (J).

3 NCIOSURE (1)
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- FOR OFFICIAL USE oY
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
CHU LAI, RVN
~ 021300H March 1966
Frag Order 3-66
Ref: (a) DivOperQ 343-65
 Time Zone: H
1, SITUATION

as Enemy Forces, See current Intelligence ISUM's,. -

‘ " be. Friendly Forces
1) lst Bn, 7th Mar
2) 2nd Bn, 7th Mar
'3) Btry I, 3rd Bn, llth Mar ATty Gru
L) 3rd Plat, GCo B, lst Tk Bn
Ce Attachments _
- 1)- Det 3rd Pyat, Co C, 3rd Engr Bn
2) Det Bn GA Tm
~3) FO Tm, Biry I, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar
. | 4) Det Scout Tu, Bn S-2
5) Dot Bn PAT
&) Bn sSniper Tm
7} Det Nt Police, BINH SON Dist
S 8) Det Bn Interpreter Tn
| 9) Scout Dog Tm, I Corps
10) - ITT, 3rd MarDiv
2« MISSION. On D~day at H~hour 3rd .Battalion, 7th rmineé (.} (Rein) will
conduct a search and destroy operation in the CHAU TU, PHU LE, and PHUOC
AN hamlet eomplexes located in the central section of the BINH S0 Dis-~
trict (See Annex A (Operation overlay)).
3. EXECUTION o
P Concept of Qneration‘; On D=2 move into assigned sectoré arr:.v:mg
v ~ in position prior Ffirst light on D-1 in order to establish.lis—

FOR OFFICTAL USE ONLY
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tening posts/observation posts during daylight hours (See Annex A
(Operation Overlay)), After the hours of darkness move into assigned
ambush sites and remain there throughout the night of D-1 and D~day.
On D-dgy a third comparny will be transported by vehicle south on
Route #l to a dismount point and then sweep overland in a wes’oerly
direction through the blocking positions.

1) Depart OP #39 at 031200H and establish an assemhly -area vieinity
coordinates BS 545935,

2) At approximately 032000H depart assembly srea and establish lis-
tening posts/outposts within assigned seetor, On the ngght of
D-1 move from listening posts/outposts into designated ambush
sites and remain throughout the night of D-1 and D-day.

3) Be prepared to move to OP #39 for transportation to the Battalion
CP on order,

Company L

1) Depart OP #39 at 032100H and establish listening posts/outposts
throughout the daylight hours of D-1, OQp the night of D=1 move
into designated ambush sites and remain throughout D~day,

2) Be prepared to move to QP #39 for transpertation to the Battalion
CP on order,

Compary M (Rein)

1) Depart the Battalion CP by vehicle at 050545H and errive at dis-
- mount points vieinity coordinates BS 585950 and BS 590939,

2) At 050615H conduct a search and destroy operation in a westerly
direétion as indieated by Lnnex A (Operation Overday).

Battalion Comusnd Depart the Battalion R by mh:milo
at 0505450 and move Wl%h éomp:.wy M.

Goordinatlng Instmctlons

1) D-dey —' & March 1965

2) H-howr =~ 0615H

3) Rules of engagemont ~ See reference (a)

4) Time of retraction - Approximately 05160CH

5) Unclassified code name for the operation will be "BIG CHARLIET

6) Extreme supervision will be exercised to insure that USMC per-
sonnel do not destroy, ra sack, throw about personal belongings
or cormit any act thabt would bring discredit upon the U,S., Gov-
ernment, _All searches will be conducted in the presence of the
rightful owner and all items considered to be of intelligence
value will be evatuated with the rlgh'bful owner,

LT e e e '_'A; - 2 4
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7) Restricted Targets

a) There will be no indiscriminate firing into populated areas
without the express consent of the Babttalion Commander,

b) The burning of buildings and huts will not be permittéd
wilthout the express consent of the BRatitalion Gommander,

e¢) Every effort will be made to preserve intact religious,

cultural, medical, public, and private installations from -

damage, fire, and destruction by any individual, weapon,
o’ supporting armn,

8) Reperitlng Instructions

a) Time of departure from Battalion CP and upon arrival at
cbjective area,

b) ALl enemy sightings, contacts, and discovery of caches.
L. Use SPOTREP format.
¢} All cave discoveries.
l. Use CAVES format,
d) Position reports
2e Use thrust lines
#1 ~ B3 560950
#2 - BS 560930
#3 - BS 530940
e) Hourly radio checks are required,

ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS

as Supply
1) General

a) Supply Sources - Internal Battalion

b) ‘Prescribed Ioad"

Class I = (Co X and L) 3 meals MIC w/fuel
' ~ (Co M and H&S) 1 meal MIC w/fuel
Class II = Combst Essential :

Class V¥ - Basic Allowance

2) Supplies and Equipment Availahle

a} Prescribed loads,

b) Battalion asssis.

3
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3) Resupply. DNone anticipated; by helicopter if required.

1) Evaouation, Serious to "B" Med via helicopier, non-secious

o BAS by approrriate transportation, Vietnamese to QUANG
NCAY via helicopter,

2) Iosnitgligation, A4s determined by Mediecal Officer to whom

evectated,

1) To Objective Area departure point
a)  Compary K to TRI PINH (5) by truck~Depart Bn CP 031100H
t) Gompany L to TRI BIMH (5) by truck-Depart Ba CP 031800H
'.c) Cmd Gru and Co M by truck-Depart Bn CP 040545H

2) From Objective Area by truck upon order;

AMoinistration. In accordance with S0P, normal reporting,
Miscellaneous

1) Uniform and Equipment, Utilities, flak jackots, mormal. arms
end equipment for one day.

2) All units maintain rear CP.
3) ©No untreated local water to be consumed,

4) A1l personnel will weer identification tags.

5. COMMAND AND COMMUNICATIONS-ELECTRONICS

e

b,

1) Bettalion Tacticsal Net will be on D-225.

2) Radlo operators with AN/PRC-25ts will be attached to . cach. com-
pany.

3) Attach TACP together with associated equipment to ALQ.

4) The mein Battalion CP will suffis their call eign with the word
rrear® upon departure of tlic command group.

Visual Sighals. In accordance with Pyrotechnic S0P,

e i FIRN - - - R [ vy
1]
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- ©- foordinating Instructions

ANNEX

A = QOperation Overlay
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C. H. BODIFY
Lisutenant Colonel, U,S,

Commanding
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‘ 3rd.Battalion, 7th Marines Operation Overlsy ‘
Period: (031200H to O41600H March 1966
MAP: L701, 150,000, gheet 6756 TV
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY B gra Battanon, 7th Marines
1512OOH Mérch 1966
Frag Order 4-66 |
Refr (a) DivOpex0 343-65
Time Zone: | H :
1, SLIVATION
a, Bnemy Forces, See current ISIM's,
v. Friend Forces
1) ist Bn, 7th May )
2) ond Bn; Tth Ma#
3) Btry I, 3rd Bn, 1lth Mar Arty Gru
4) 3rd P1a£, Co B'; 1st Tk Bn
5) 3rd Plat, Co 0»; 1st hnti-Tank Bn
c. Attachments
1) Det 3rd Plat, 8o C, 3rd Engr Bn
2) Det Bn CA Tn
3) FO Tm; Biry I; 3 Br, 11th Mar
4) Det Scout Tm, Bn $-2
5) Det Bn P4T
6) 3Bn Sniper Tm
7) Det Natl Police, BINH SON Dist
8) Det Bn Interpreter Tn
9) Scout Dog Tn, I Corps
1) Sec 81m Mozt Plat
11) Det 3t TTT
12) Det Iso; Tth Mar |
2, MISSION =~ 3ng Battalion, 7th Marines ( -)CReln) will conduct a search
' and destroy operation of the TAN PHUOC “and (2) village complex

located in the central section of the BINH SON District (See Opex-
ation Overlay),

FOR OFFIGIAL USEUONLY

( Agpendix (@)
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3, EXECULION ) | :
-Songept of Operation. During the hours of darkness o# D" tHo

companies will move overland from vicinity of 0¢ #39 to ¥icinityof grid
sqmoBS 5493 and BS 5392 and establish assembly-Area/OP'gi ~Op B-d- these
two companies will remain concealed in position utlllzing this
perlod 'to conduct a thorough visual reconnaissance of the objective
area. On the hight of D—l these Wd companies will mgvé to and es-
tablish blocking pos:.tlons vicinity coordinates BS 527896 to BS 543903
by 04008 on Duday (Se¢ Operation Ovérlay). On Deday.at l-hour a third
conpany (rein), ohe 8lmti mortar section; and the Battalion Command
Group will: 1a.nd by helicopter in Landing Zohe ALPHA afig search and
destroy to the west into the blocking positions. - 'l‘he last four air-
craft of the first wave of helicopters i1l feint 4 tréop landing
at Landing Zone BRAWO prior to landing in L'a.nding Zorig ALPHA, Six
o aireraft of the second wave will feint a troop landing at Landing
.: Zone CHARLIE, after landing in Landing Zone ALPHA; in an attempt
' to deceive thc eneny into believing that the escape Tohtes to the
north and south have been sealed off. On D-day at 1700H the search
elenent will be retracted from a landing zone to be designated for
return to Landing Zone ROBIN; Prisr to the search element being re-
tracted the two blocking companies, the 8lmm mortar section, and
the Battalion Comnand Group will move into and encirele the village
eomplex in grid squares BS 5389 and BS 5489. ‘Said two units will re-
main in this location c¢nllccting intelligence ~nd conducting a thor-
ough search of the area until retraction by helicopter at 1500H on
D+2 (Sec Operation Overlay).

be. Company M

1) Depart vicinity OP #39 at 1500H on D=2 and establish an asserbly
aroa vicinity grid square BS 5391.

.; 2) Remain conecaled in assembly area on D-1 utilizing this period to
conduct a visual reconnaissance of the objective areas

3) Depart assembly area at 2200H on D-1 to arrive in _blockihg po=-
sitions vicinity coordinates BS 527896 to BS 533901 by 0400H on
D-dﬂy.'

4) Be prepared on order fovmove into the village complex in grid sguaxx
square BS 5389 and conduct clearing activities as directed, com-
mencing the afternoon of D-day,

5) .Be prepared to retract by helicopter on D+2,

c. Companv I

1) Depart vicinity OP #39':1; YT00H on D=2 and estzblish an assembly
area vicini‘ty grid square BS 5492.

2) Renain concealed in assembly area on D-1 utiliz:.ng this perlod
to conduct a visual reconnaissance »f the nbjective areas

3) Depart asserbly area at 2200H on D=1 to arrive in blocking

positions vicinity coordinates BS 534902 to BS 540903 by 0400H
on P-day.
2 - 7 (’3Jh
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squére D489 and conduct clear:.ng acti es as directed,

4) Be prepak d &n order to nove into the v:.lla.fe complex in grid
~ cormencing the afternoon of D-—day. =

5) Be prepared to retract by helicopter on D2,

Con'w ‘X Re’

1) Comnence helilift from Landing Zone ROBIN to Landing Zone ALPHL
at 0630H on D-day,

2) Upon completion of helilift ints Landing Zone ALPHA conduct a

sweep (search ana destroy) 16 the west as indicated by the
operation overlay. :

3) Upon conpletion of the search 'md Gheh» @irected, be prepared
to retract by helicopter to Landing Zone ROBIN to resume your
position on the MLR,

~ 81mp Mortar Section

._ 1) Conmence helilift fror Landing Zonc ROBIN to Landing @one ALPHA at

N630H on D-d_ay'.,

2) Initially lay guns on azimuth of 4800 mils,

-3) Be prepared to displace on order..

4) Be prepared to provide support until D+2,
Command Group Alpha

1) Cormence helilift from Landing Zone ROBIN tn Landing Zone ALPHA
at 0630H on D-day.

2) - _Ixfxitial C¥ location to be vicinity boordinates BS 539896,
1) D-day - 17 March 1966

2) L-hour - O0645H

2) Rules of engngement - See reference (a)

4) Lanaing zoné ALPHA - BS 550898

5) 'Landi;q_g Zone BRAVO - BS 533887

6) Landing %one CHARLIE . 3BS 545905

¥) Unclassified code name of operation - OROWD HOG"

8) Close supervision will be exercised to insure that USMC personnel
d> not destroy, ransack, throw absut personal belongings or commit
any act that would bring discredit upon the U.S. Government,
41Y searches will be conducted in the presence of the rightful
owner and all itens considered to be of mtelllgence value will
he evacuated with the rightful owner.

3
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_9)_ Reétﬂ‘.g Targets - ' .
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a)' There will be no J‘;ndiscrimina‘be ‘firing into populated areas
without the express consent of the Battalion Comnander.

b) The burning of buildings and huts will not be pernmitted with=-
out the express comsent of the Battalion Commender, '

¢) Every effort wvill be nade to preserve intact religious,
cultural, nedieal, public, and private installations fron
danage, fire and destruction by any individual, weapon, or
suppnrting ami

10) Renortinzg Instructions

o) Tine of departurc from Battalion CP and upon arrival at ob-
“Jective area, -

b) 411 enerty sightings, contacts, and discoverj of caches.
1. Usc SPOTREP format,
e) 41l eave discoveries;

Lo USe CAVES fomat°

a) Position .i}eborts .

X+ Use thrust lines
. #1 = BS 540950
#2 - BS 540920
#3 - BS 540900

, e) Hourly radio checks are required.

£). Scout Dog Teams assigned to Conpanies I and M will be heli-
lifted into the osbjective area with Company X but will be
“turned over to Conpanies I and M upon request.

g) Engineer Teans assigned to Companies I and M will be heli-
lifted into the objective area with Company K and then
turned over to Conpanics I and M upon request,

4, AUMINISTRATION 4N LOGISTICS

a. Supply
1) General
a) Supply Sources. Internal Battalion

b) Preseribed Loads

Class I - H&S E3 MGI;
CoK (1 MCI
. CosMeI(6 MCT)
Clagss IT - Conmbat Bssential
Class V- - Basic Allowance

M )
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3)

)

1)

2)

3) .

4)

5)

1. Request supplies to Battalion CP Group via Rapid Re-
quest fomati

2, Unit distribution by helieopter.

3. Routine resupply requests 12 hours in advance, Enmer-
gency requcsts at any tine.

Supnlies and L nent dvailablc
a) Preseribed loads.
b) Battalion assets.

Resupply. Resupply for Conpanies I and M during day of 17th
for remainder of operation. Resupply for H&S on the 18th.

Bvacuation and Hospitalization '
1) Evacuation. 411 nedical evacuations to "BY Med via helicopter. ,
: A1) Victnanese cvacuations to QUANG NGAI, Requests via Battalion
Conmand Group,
' 2) Hospitalization. 4s deterimined by Medical Officer to whom evac-
uated. .

15 March - OCompanies I and M by truck. Pick-up at front line

- position approximately 1200H to NUC MONH Market via Battalion CP,

16 March - One platoon of Conmpany K to Battalion CF, relieved

by platnon of H&S, by truck. Battalion Motor Transport Officer
station one truck at Company L's CP, two trucks at Company K's
CP, and two trucks at Battalion C¥, to spend night.

17 March - OCompanies K and L utilize trucks at their CP's to
tranapsrt one platosn of Company K and remainder of Company K

to Landing Zone ROBIN 5 arrive prior to 170600H. Second platoon
of H&S to Company K's lines by 0600H. &t 0630H holilift of Come
pany K (Rein) with one platoon of Company L and H&S Company (=)
to objective area cormences.

On evening of 17 March, on order, Conpany K (Rein) retracts, wia
helicopter to Landing Zone ROBIN, Platoon of Company L by truck

t? Gonpany L's CP, One platoon of Cmpany K, by truck to Company
R'3 cPp,

18 March = Baftalion Motor Transport Off.ice'r provide transe. s '
portation to return remainder of Compeny K to Conpany K's lines
and H&S Conpany to Battalion CP,

Q
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6) 19 Marc Retmcﬁon of H&S Yoripany (- Gonpa.ny I, and Corn=-
pany M t'm objective area to Landing 2 § ROBIN by helicopter.

d. #&dninistration. In accordance with SOP, Nomal rep'»rt:.ng.

c. Miscollanddug wr:

1) Unifo 3 E ente Utilities, flak jackets, helnet, nommal
©  arns and equipnmente ' :

2) All units maintain rear CP.
3} N5 untreated local water will be consuned,
4) &11 péi‘sr)nnel-ﬁill wear identification tags.

5, COMMLND 4Nb COMMUNIC,TIONG JLICTRONICS

1) .Battalion Tacfical Net will be on frequency ﬁ..225,

2) The secondary Battalion Tacticai Net will be on frequency D-222,
3) The call sign of thev rear CP will be Skeptic Rear.

4) Compa.nieé will use their nomal call signs.

5) Be prepared to activate a station on the Regimental Tactical Net
#1 on frequency D~1 at both Skeptic CP's.

6) The 8lnm mortar conduct of fire net will be on D-333, |
be Wire. Limited wire will be ’available within the forward CF.
c. Soordinating Instructions
1) The SOI will be used for all shackle and authentication,
2) Pyrotechnic sismals will be in accordance with the Battalion ASOP.
3) The Battalion CP will initially be located at coordmates BS 550940,

CHéSodt;

C. H, BUDLEY
Lieutenant Colonel, UiS. Mavine Corps
Comnanding
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ZOOSOOH Ha.rch 1966

”'Frag Order 5-66'

Ref? . {a) DivOper0 343-65
Time 2onel H
1. SLIUATION
é.‘ Wﬁ. See current ISTM's,
b. Er.ianélzlu;mza
D e Bn, ';thMar ,

2) 2nd Bn, 7th Mar

_‘ — —
3rd Bn.?th Mar. Lo:g No

3)  11th Mar Arty Gru ‘ ' OYkr 493 B\
| (O ooy 12393

4) 2nd Bn, 4th Mer , ’__’_ﬁéﬂ; polrce |

5) MAG-36 | I R

6) MaG-16

7)  5th Airborne Bn (ARVN)
8) lst Bn, 7th Mar Regt { ARVN)
c. - Attachments
. o 1) 3rd Plat, Co C, 1st Engr Bn
2) FO Tnm, Btry I, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar
3) Det Natl Police, BINH SON Dist
4). IS0 Tm, Tth Mar Regt "
5) BT, }1st' SP Bn | »

2, MISSION  3rd Battalion, Tth Marines (Rein) in conjunction with the Sth
Auborne Battalion, ARVN will conduct a heliborne lending into Landing
Zone QUATL and then sweep to the east and southeast conducting a seaxch

. and destroy operation of the NHAN HOA hamlet complex/AN HOA hill come
plex located in the southwest section of the BINH SON District.
a« Concept of Operation. One company provide convoy escort for the Tth

Marine Regiment/11th Marine Artillery Group. Three cempanies, two sec-
tions of 8lmm mortars and the Battc..lion Comma.nd Group will be helilifted

URCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRF\DED AT 3 YF}\B INTERV
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARSALS'
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b,

Cs

d.

=1}

f.

from Landing Zone ROBIN to Landing Zone QUAIL vicinity coordinate

BS 4%1867. Upon landing the Battalion will commence a search ans

destroy operation in conjunciion with the 5th 4irborne Battalimm\
to0 .the east and southeast to seek.out and destroy all enemy forces

within the objective arsa.

Company M

1) Depart 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines at 200530HA'by' \}ehicle with 3rd
Battalion,11¢h Marines Artillery Group/7th Marines Command Group.

2) Provide convoy escoxrt for the above organization.

3) Provide security for the Artillery Group at their firing pésifi‘ons.
4) Provide Reg:'_rﬁentai Reserve.

5) Be 'prepafed to. deploy overland or,bj ai‘.ri to fﬁe objective area. |

Sompany L

1) Commence helilift fram Landmg Zone ROBIN to Landing Zone QUAIL

at 201025H.

2) - Provide security for Landing Zone QUAIL,

3} On order be prepared to secure the high ground at v1cm1ty coor=

dinates BS 442864 and search and destroy the hamlet complex at
v  coordinates BS 446861,

4) On order be prepared to conduct further sea.rch and destroy oper- :
ations to the east and southeast.

Company X

1) Commence helilift from Landmg Zone RDBIN to La.nd:.ng Zone QUAIL
at 20102SH . v

2) . On order conduct a search and destroy operation on the hamlet com=

plexes vicinity coordinates BS 435069 and BS 443869.

3) Be prepafced to conduct further operations to the east in conjunction
with the 5th 4RVN Ajrborne Battalion.

Command Group "A"

1) Commence helilift from Landmg Zone ROBIN to Landing Zone QUAE
at 201030H.

2) Estsblish Battalion (Fwd) CP vieinity coordinates BS 426865,

8lmp Mort Plat,

1) Provide two sections to be helilifted from]
Landing Zone QUA]I: at 2010305- :

2

| I (=)
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2) Establish firing position vicinity coordinates BS 435865. .

3) Initially lay guns on agzimuth of 1600 mils. » \
4) Be prepared to provide HE, WP, and illumination.

Company T |

1) Commence helilift from Landing %one ROBIN to Landing Zone QUAIL
at 2010454,

2) Move to an assémbly area vicinity coordinates BS 430867.

3) Be prepared to conduct a search and destroy operatlon $o the east

and S'rqtheast on order.
CQEQEDQ GI‘QJ!E mn

1) Commenoe helilift from Landing Zone ROBIN to La.ndmg Zone QUAIL
at 2010454, .

2) Establish a WBY CD vicinity coordiné.tes BS 434864.
Plat, Co C B . o P
1) Attach ome engineer section to Companies I, K. and L,

2) Attach 'remainder of platoon to Command &roup "B". o~

3) On order be prepared to attach ome sect:.on of engineers to Compa.ny M.

' CQQI.‘Q;Q Line IDStQEQH ons

1) Deday - 20 March 1966
2) Lihour - 1045H

3) Helicopters will arrive at Landing Zone HDBiN"at 2010154,

4) Holicopter Loads 1st 16 helos; 6 man teax_né 7 or8 mon toams

thereafter “
5) Landing Zone QUAIL - 38 431867
6) Unclassified code name of operation - "I'EX.AS“' .
7) Bules of engagement - See reference (a)
5) Reporting Instamietions

a.) 411 emenmy. sightings, eontacts, and discovery", of caches.

Ay, UHGLASSIFIED

2. Use CAVES format,”
3”

heS

)
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CONFIDENTIAL Q ‘ @
o 3. Use SITREF format.

b) Position Reports
1. Thrust Lines

: #1 =~ BS 440870

#2 - B3 450860

#3 - DS 460870

#4 - BS 470860

9) Hourly radio checks are required.

10) A Fire Coordination Line is establlshed alopg trail from s
430871 to BS 490880,

A, ADMINISTRATION 4D LOGISTICS

a, Supply
1) General ‘
a) Sources of Supply -

1., ¥Prior to departure - Internal
2. In objective area = Regi.ﬁzental LSA
b) Erescribed Loads
Class I - Company M = 6 meals MIC w/fueli "
;e Bn (=) - 4 meals MIC w/ fuel
Class IT -~ Combat essentidl four days
Individual medical outfit plus three days
2 bottles water purification tablets per man

. ’ Salt tablets and malaria pills '
Class V - Basie allowance

2) Supplies and Equipment Available
a) Px_:esc:ib-ed loadse
| b) LSA assets to. include Class-‘I, limited IX and V,
5) Control end Distribution |
a) S-4 with Battalion Commander
. b) Regment aoordlnatmg
e) Unlt digtribution via’ heh.copter _,
4) Resupply | S .
a) ’Ea.rlie»si:v resupply anticipated D*lll.

b) Utilize Rapid Reéuest format,

4 | © CONFIDENIIAL
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c) Réutine request = 4 hours lead time
Q) Emergency request = So state
5) Bvacuation of Material -
a) Utilize Rapid Request fom_a’c;
b) Utilize tags to identify unit,
c) Categorize as captured;v for repé.ir, eXCcesSs.

a) Captured weapons to Regiment (BINH SON).

- 6) ). ALl categor:.es to Regi-
Evacuati on and Hospitalization
1) E‘Vg‘-g‘ga Lion ’

a) TUSMC persomnel to 'B" Med by helicopter.
b) Vietnamese (all) to QUANG NGAIL by helisopter.
2) Hqsgj talization. &s directed by Medical Officer to whom evacuated.

Transne ti

1) Company M - Nine trucks arrive Battalion CF 0530 be prepared to
join Artlllery oonvoy at 0430 for trip to ob;;ective area.

2) Bn MTO - 13 trucks arrive 0630, pick up Companles I, K, and L
' from positions and return to Battalion GP prior to 0730.

'2) Companies I, K, andl - To objective area by helicopter from

Landing Zone ROBIN,
4) A1l units r'etrac.t upon order.
Pood Service |
1) Main Mess ﬁeed Company M ot 0360.

2) Main Mess feed Companies I, K, and L upon arrival at CF, be pre-
pared to feed lunch if weather delays operation,

3) Line mésshalls feed 2nd Battalion, Tth Marines relieving units.

Administration
1) Routine by SOP,
2) Report casualties via Regiment. A

5 | ~ CONFIDENTLAL
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c 3) S-1 and S-4 locate persomnel at "BH Med by 1100,
f. l‘_hsszellanamm |
1) 411 unlts maintain rear CP,

- 2y Uniform and Equipment - Flak Jac’{et, ut1lit1es, helmet, normal
arnms and equmment, identification tags. :

3) 1\To raw 1ocal water will be consumed.

4) All persnnnel place tag with name, rank, serial number, and or-
g'mizatmn in pack.

5) Salt tgblets will be utilized.

. 5, COMMAND AND CODMUNIC_-_AT_IONS -ELECT:(DNICB

e, Radio
1) The following nets will be activateds
') Battalion Tac Net 45‘;2 (D-222)
b) Regimental Comnemd #1 57,0
q) Regiﬁlental Conmand #2 »2116 (0-1)
a) D& 40,7 (W197) |

e) Regimental Tactical Net 39,3 ED-134;E-P } '

. o " £). 2nd Bn, 4th Mar Tac Net 45,8 (5_230)
& ARVY Advisor 42.é(P)-; 41.4(8)
1. Call sign of advisorss RED HATFIVE
2. Call sign of ARVN CPs LYHIGAL 1’

h) Bird dog aireraft 44,5 (D-220)
1) B #4 396.5 (W557)(Pink)
3 MR #2 463UP)  s270(S)
k) Convoy control 36,9 (D-173)
1. Net control stetions TANNIC ACID
2) Activate convoy control at 0400,

3) dctivate all other statlons at 0430 except a1r net Se :
6 | . CONPIVENTLAL
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4) The rear cp will use "skeptlc Rear" as their eall 31@1,
5) A1l nther frequencies and call signs remain the game.

b. Wire. Switchboard and telephome service will be installed within
the Battalion CP,

c. Message Center

1) Local shackle and authentication wiii be employed within the
Tth Marines,

2) KAC.60 and KAC-138 will be employed on all communlcat:.ons ex-
ternal to the Tth Marines, :

d. MW& .
1} Resupply aircraft will activate on Company Tac Net of company
 being resupnlied, When the Battalion CP is to be resupplied
the aireraft will actlva.te on the Battalion Tac Net,

9) Logistics and administrative tra.fflc to Regiment will be passed
. over Regimental Command #]_-.

3) Bring three batteries per radio except for BA.386.

4); Limlted repair facilities will be available within the Bat-

talion CF. ‘
« He BODLEY /
- Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. e Corps
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION: "Special® ;.
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CONCTPT CF OPERATION

(OPERATION C&H)CEmmencing B-Day, 3rd Bn, 7th larines will provide two

. companies, one section of 8lmm. mortars,acd Ba Commend Group on a

joint USHC,/ARVI-PAT-FF - secu.aty type operation- designed to insure -the:
farmers of the Binh Sow District protection from the VO vhile: ha“vest:m.g

“ their sugar cané and "uttlng down the heavy vegetation abaundl_.g route #L
, that a.ff‘ords tbe ve *mmerous h:.d:.ng and ambush sﬂ:es,

Sds 1ndlcgted by tne operatlon overlay, one oompany, in vovl,]unctlon w:L‘ch :

PAT/PF personnel, will establish. a perimeter arovnd the ‘harvesters while =

the other company 1'111 be utlllzed for fan patrolllu outpostl.ng and
_a.,.bL.spes. )

It is anticipated that this" oppr.—.tlon will be conducted durln the period

of ll-l4 I*arcn_ 1966,

'DECLASSIFIED
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‘ One Conpany Fan Patrol (USMC) |
% | 97
v \ One Corpeny Security Position (USMC) .
N
? PF Sec\n'lty Position ‘\r\ O
A

S~2 Scouts! Outpost. ( R OP‘
Y

Ve Q‘/
l /"\P\q
( _(40 \/
| "j P
S

11
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EEADQUARTERS T, ¢
3rd Battalion,” 7th Marines
1st Marlne Division (Rein) RMF
FPO, "San Francisecq 96609 .
“ - 33RHS 1 hws

|UNCLASSIFIED| 7w

¢ ¢ !
Froms Commanding Officer . ‘ o
Tos Commending General, lst Mar:.ne Division (Rein) FIIF
Via: Commanding Officer, Tth Marines -

Subjt Combat Oneratlons After Actlon Report
Rert  (a) MaPs TRA BONG apg MY LAT L7o1 1150 ooo, Sheets 6756 I and IV
1. ..Ds.‘;&_.im.l@f-l{_'.'. nrovided securlty for sugar cane harvesters.

2. 1108008 4o 141700H Harch 1966. |

o

3, QUAKG TGAT Province, BINH SON D:Lstrict, BINH THANE Village

4. Uieutenant Colonel C. H. BODLEY i .
5« Zask Oreanization ’ . R
f 3rd Bn, 7th Mar : o '
Det 2pd Plat, Co C, 1st Eng'r Bn . ‘ : -~
Det Scout Dogs, I Corps B '
Det Natl Police, BINH SON Djist .
31‘(1 Plat Co B 1st Tk Bn - [ P °
3rd Pl%t Co C 1st AT Bn . ' ‘
PF /PAT Plat, BINE SON Dist
Dbt ARVN Intel ond Inf Div, QUANG NGAX
Det ARVN Psywar Tm, 2nd Inf Div, QUANG NGAT

6. Bupnorting Farces

a. Air (Onronological utilization). Throughout the operation the ré—

spmse times for med-evacs were minimal, At 110815H an emergency med-evac
request for four ARVN personnel was requested. The mission,was completfd
110845, Qn two more occasions that day, emergency med-evacs were requcf-‘t‘? e’
The response time for cach was only 26 minutes.

At 120830H two UH1E's attackeda trenchline at BS 582923 vith M=éo
machineguns and rockets, resulting in two VC ¥Ia . gang possibly two more. THE
pilots delivered one wounded VC with weapon and cartridge belt to the 3r«
Battolion, 7Tth Marines CP. At 121305H two UH=1B's and two 4-4B's attacices!
troops at coordinates BS 575932 with P0mm guns.and rockets., The area pfes ez~
pletely neutralized. On two occasions during the same day med-evac heli —
copters were requested, The average response t:_me was, 28 minutes.

N

(}?/7";‘44 X UE) )
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‘ .
On 13 March the only air activity was med-evacss On four separate
vacasions emergency med-evwcs were reouested with an average response time
of 28 minutes. v :

S 5

be S.rﬁ.uem.

P The FSCC (Fwd), was established ab'mt 110800H at BS 5929'54. The
11th Marines fxrt:.llervfa,i;?r oun and one section of 8lmm Mortar ‘Platoon, 3rd Baf'a-

talion, 7th Marines pri::vmed fire support.
\

\< 2) At 13210CH the 11th Marine Artlllery Group commenced firing H&t
fires in the Battalion area of operations. 1st Battalion, 7th Marines cle#ﬁﬂ/
and fired H&L fires on tarpets provided by BINE SON Distrlct Intelhgence‘ Lo
&
3) At 1209108 an artlllery fire mission was called on a VO platoom
in the open at coordinates BS 584923, At 120915H another mission was fireel

- a% coordinates BS 573923 at a VC assenbly area, . At 121120H in the vicinity

of BS 570940 a recon by fire was called. 4t 121400H Rosemont (AO) observesl
five V¢ running with rifles and called a fire mission coordinates 33 5689'21 ¢

. The 4D 3ost the target in a cane field and was unable to make a survelllaw-‘:@f
H&I fires commenced at 1221000 in the operatlon aresa.

4) I’un_n;: the night of 13 March considerable actlv:.ty took place. w\
‘the northern sector of the area of ‘overation., -4 VC squad was reported to ¢
'.x:es'ssembling aroun coordinates BS 569946 by BINH SON'District Headquarters-
it l’iEOOOH a 20 e coverage type fire. mission was called in that vicinity.

4t 17215 artillery 11lumination was fired at coordinates BS 574965 on stds —~

vected eneny movément. At 132205H the section of Blmm mortars fired illwm -
tation at Eusp,ebted VG movement dt vicinity BS 574965. At 13221CH Ragorbacl
zatrol spobted ten to twelve hen moving in the northern séctor of the opewdtion
areas Searchliphts from tanks were utlllzed to detect the VC and an 81mm 4
nission called &t coordinates BS 574953, This proved to be a.very effectyot
nathod of fire utilizing the.. ,searchlight, the forward observer was able tg
ohserve the target contlnually and adjust the’ rounds accordmgly. At 1324
{1lumination was fired at coordinates BS 577953 at suspected VO movement .b‘[
the mortar section.’ .

5 bt 14(‘)92‘d‘I the 81lon morta.rs fired illumination.in support ofou'\ ‘
:m\aush patrol vicinity coordina'tes BS 577998, Three V¢ gun emplacements: W&fT
discovered at BS 555911 by Rosemont (40), At 040600H an unobserved fire wriS~
sion wos called to preclude the VO from setting up mortars. 4t 140830H
another artillery mission was called at BS 573923 at.a known V¢ mortar pe —
sition. N¢ movement was detected and no mortar fire received from:this @f&ﬂ
4t 141600H 4wo VC were ‘spotted and an artillery mission was called. in'the
vicinity BS 557992, The enemy escaped into cane fields.' & “search of the oux€a-
was conducted with negstlve results. i

6) Ay 1917’50H the FSCC (Fred) secu.red from the opera.t:.on and retu-rmzd(
to the 3rd Batmhon, 7th Marines CP,

5
. 7) A1 mssions from supportmg arms were accurate and.deliveres
ouickly.  The section of the 8lmm Mortar Platoon did a particularly fine _job

.of 'shooting and 11lustrated their role as a quick response weapon, The :#7 ~

) \.2 % ' -
N ) “. E P g & ..: 2} . . (‘E)
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ligence section of BINH%I District provided the FDC wit.;everal"ta;rgetg
which were fired as observed missions or H&I's both in 3rd Battalion, 7th
Marinesg area of operations and in the ares controlled by the lst Battalion,
Marines, During Operation "C&H" a total of nine artillery and four 8lmm
mortar fire missions were cleared by the FSCC., No confirmed enemy casualtie
were atiributed to artillery or mortars but in many instances evidence of
wounded enemy personnel was found during sweeps of the target areas.

7o Intelligence -
a. Sgbimate of VC Strensth, Disposition, and Location prior 10 Demday

. 1) This Battalion had the advantage in this operation of operating m
an area in which many patrols of platoon and company.size had previously been-
conducted. Further, ono Battalion and one Regimental sized operation had alread of
been conducted in the same vicinity. Familiarity with the area was extremﬂf “
valuable, but the intelligence gained from these operations proved even mo e
valuable. The T-19 Iocal Force Company was known to be the major VC force v’ &
the area, with a headquarters in the vicinity of BS 5392 and elements oper—

-ating as far east as National Route #l, south to the TR& BONG River, and nerth

to the TRI BINH Hamlets (vicinity BS 5697). The objective area for the oy €€~
ation was the easternmost portion of the T-19 Company's area of operation.

fecent heavy patrolling -in the northern portion of the objective area just

frior to the operation disclosed thet the VC were expanding their ini‘luenf—f——

in the area considersbly. Two large company patrols in the PHU IE-PHUOC AN

GHAT TU srea netted a total of over 100 VC and VCS, most of whom were or wert
suspected of being membersof various VC political and economic groups. Tiky

%old a tonsistent story of recent increases in all types of VO activity, in ‘
cluding the estzblishment of hamlet guerrilla squads in each of the hamle+ Sl
within the area, sharp increases in the amount of fortifications that the MG 7

were preparing with forced labor, and an increase in the amount of propogar —
iiziRg conducted by VC cadres.,

2) For several months prior to the operation, BINH SON District iw—
telligence sources had reported various unidentified VC platoon and compav+
siged units in the area just west of the railway near the objective ares bekece
the commencement of the operation, one platoon was reported in the PHU AI:Q"'
PHUOC AN area (vicinity BS 5694) and another in the TIEN DAO-PHUOC THUAN cur€e-
(vic:inity BS 5782)., The oxistence of these units was considered highly

vrobable, due to friendly patrol contacts with well armed units of near ?["*"
toon size,

3) Theopération was primarily designed to provide seomrity to He
cane cutters removing sugar cane from the area adjacent to National ue /
vether than to make contact with major VC forces. Howevers, it was antiepafe.

that the local force guerrillas would join with the hamlgd guerrillas im ow
sffort to curtail as much of the work as possibles~ This estimate proveel to be €5~
- sentially correct. - ) ‘

= .

b, Y0 Skrength and Aokivity during Uperation

o S

1) The BINH SON District Chief, Captain LONG, organized a for<E of
better than 2,000 workers from several villages around BINE SON aistric:)—' &

© ~. . =™

N . X RN

S
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effect the cane cubtinga !‘e diotably enough, the word got%f to VC forces
~ that a mgjor cane cutting pref x5t was uhderway. Since two reinforced Marine
rifle companies, plus sizable POpular Force ard PAT forces were tsed to pro-
vide security, there was little that the VC could do to. stop the cane cutting
by direct attueke.: -They were . ced to utdilize harassmg sniper five to dis~
tract Marine security element . £6 mine and? boob;,r trap to terrorize the cews
cutters themselves. The latter’tacflc was employed with fair success,

2) Just a.fter the: operati"'
trict Chief, Captain LONG, was prd
100 meters west of Route #1L (v1cm a 3/4 ton trucK
with a dfiver and two other me - > mine. The
actual type and size of the dowEs ; ut it was esti-
mated %o be at k ast 60 pou.nds of concen‘brataﬂ exp1051ves t blew the vehicle

it o a1y’ wrecking itgand produced a crater
‘our feet deep. ‘and’ f:we feet in d:l.a.meter. A1) four riders in the vehicle were
bunded, two very seriously. The wounding of the Distrlﬁt Chief had an under
) standably detrimental effect on the cane dutters! willingness to continue with
Z&he, 0perat:|.on. Thej a.ttempted- to depa.rt the drea and were only stopped by
: SON officials ff'iculty. Province Headquarters at QUANG NGLi
2 day and stability was re-established with his

'began at '~0750 on D—day, the B‘E‘H SON Dls
. g . r“‘v

ar'Force wounded and one dea.d, and six c:.v111a.n
. six ¢iviliah wounded and one dead were as a result
“H-26 booby trap on D+3s This incident occured when &
ers: detonated the device while working; it produced a

rs that was brought under control only “with con-
¥ of BINH SON officials.

of the de_;to
tight group
panic’ among
sider_ablc

operatlon were three

irogt cont‘act“: made with the VC during the course of the
cidents of light but fairly accurate sniper fire, plus
lyiheavy VC automatic weapons fire. 411 four of the con-
degwhile. friendly elements were moving in or around the western
of the obgectlve area to provide a security screen for cane eutters
id8¥ to the east of them, A&n AO working with the Battalion on the 12th
"L riot¥8cd three VC in a trench (v:.clnrby BS 582923) and attacked with rockets
and machineguns. Two VC were killed. .and another woupdeds The wounded VC was .
captured, along with two weapons, when the aircraft Yanded at the scene. It

is estimated that no more than two.VC platoons were: in or near the objective
ares du.r:.ng the course of the operation. 8

o W 2 ' o

) No orgenized regular VC units were 1dent1.f1ed d\,u':.ng the operatloh{
although several local guerrilla wmits were at least pa.rtiﬁl;y identifisd. A
VC platoon leader, or perhaps morg.properly; a low-level orgapnizer of severgl
hamlet guerrilla squadsy was captﬁ‘éd -on D+l. In the course of mtefrogatmn
by attached BINH SON National Poli ?stated that ho knew of two local Foro’e
companios operating fo the west ard’Southwe 5 the objeetive area., These '

4y
Eo]
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were allegodly called the 'Cong Ty" Comvany and the "Dg"'chinn" Company.
The ares of operations of the Cong Ty Company was described and matches very
closely the known operating arca of the T-19 Company, suggesting strongly
that the two units are in fact the same. He also stated that the Dinh Chinn
Company opérated in the TAN PHUOC area. This area had been the source of

severa) unconfirmed reports of company sized wnits. The report of the Dinh
Chinn Compeny only tends to confirm these reportss :

d. tellige Gaj

1) & total of 11 VCC and 61 VCS were captured on this operstion. n:é‘/s&
most significant VOC were the VC soldier captured by the helicopter crew a

the “platoon leasder", both previously mentioned, and a VC tax collector, FLem
these throe there was gathered several dozen names of other VO personalitics
plus limited data in t$heir methods of operation. Dight other captives werc
also classified as VCC due to admitted membership in verious VG political sad
economic associations. Sixpy-one VCS were returmed to ITT during the oper-
etion for suspected membership in VC associetions or other VC affiliations:

2) VG population control in this area is surprisingly strong for e~
area SO close to areas under government control. Hamlets, with the exceptiew
of those right on National Route #1 are entered regularly by the VC for texing
propogandizing, and forced labor purposes. The people in this area seem wetl
under the control of the VC cadres operating in their midst.

3) There is en extensive VC fortification program being conductec
particularly in the wosternmost portion of the objective area. The effort
scems to be presently confined to trenches, foxholes, and man~traps. In the
PHU LE hamlets, deep well-constructed, trenches completely surround: oach of The
three hamlets. They are from four to five feet deep and two to three fee?
in circunference. Foxholes cf a depth of three to five feet and two to tnree
feet in diemeter abound along all trails in this area. 4t lcast 80 man-tzar
pits six to scven feet deep and three to four fect square, filled with shAg~
pened bamboo spears and wood with straw matting camouflaged with dirt, steeteh
from BS 585937 to BS 579938. A majority of these workings sppear new and
are obviously enginecred for military defensive purposcs.

4) Possibly the most significant intelligence gained during the 6#€%~
ation came in the form ofnames of VC cadre, guerrillas, and sympathizers.

100 such nemes were acquired in the course of interrogations and were ad Ec’
the unit's blacklist for use by patrols in the arca.

¢. Terrain

1) Critical Terrain. The entirity of the objective area is flat fmem
land epotted with typical Victnamese hamlets. The hamlets themselves can 8¢

considered critical terrain, as well as o raised railway embankment that /3
the western boundary of the objective area.

2) Dbservation and Fields of Firo. Observation amd fielde of ifiee
from the raised poriions of the western railway embankment and both cast-m":! ‘
west from Route #1 are good. The central portion of the area provides Fov4&
observation anfi fields of fire duc to hamlets and some eanec ficlds.
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3) Cover md,fmcealmgm. Good cover and cénc miment are provided

by trenches in the PHU IZ hamlets., Good cover and excellent concealment are
provided by the hamlets and their natural vegetation.

4) Ovstacles. Natural obstacles were the hedgerows, water-filled
paddies, and remeining ccneficlds. Man-made obstacles are the bamboc and wik<
fences which surr~und portions of every hamlet in the area.

5) Ayenues of 4pproach, Nationel Route #1 is the best avenue of ap-
proach into the area from both north and south. This fair quality hard surfece
road will accomodate all standard U.S, tracked and wheeled vehicles,

os VWegthor. Weather during this operation was generally excellent. No
precipitation was encountered. There were usually clear skies, and on those
occasions when clouds were present, they were from 2000 feet to 3000 feet endd
broken, presenting no impediment to infantry or air operations. The tempere-
ture ranged from the low 70's at night to the mid-90's at mid~day. Humidity
averagad B80%, ‘

8+ Miggiope 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines provide security for sugar cane hsR -
vestors in the central section of the BINH SON District, QUANG NGLI ProvincC.

9. Co On the afternoon of D-1 two companies departed
vicinity coordinetes BS 575969. One company established a blocking positieN
vicinity coordinates BS 575925 to BS 583916, The second company swept ove &=
land from vicinity coordinates BS 594930 through the blocking position, %07
D-day until the comnletion of the operation on D4+2 two compenies plus three
platoons of PAT!'s, a PF Platoon, and a light section of Ontof. provided se

. curity for the harvest by establishing a perimeter sround the cutters; runwisg
- fan patrols and sweeping the cene arcas prior to the harvesters entering thie

aree.

10, ZExecution ’

a. Plennine. The siege of Viet Cong sabotage, terror and harrasment &lee~q
National Highway #1 nccessitated a requirement for a joint effort to deny *he
VC of this refuge arca. The Viet Cong have been using thiscdense vegetated
arca o5 a sanctuary tc harass and snipe at all traffic and Marine patrols
moving along or near National Highway #1. The farmers in the area were cafjés
$o harvest their sugar cane crop but the VC by means of threats and acts of
violence prevented them from accomplishing this because it would deny the /¢
the use of this arece for harboring sites and ambush positions. A4 joint cow~
ference was held on 5 March with the District Chief of BINH SON to develop &
plan whereby the entire area between the TRa BONG River, the railroad trocys
National I ghway #1 ‘and the southern base of OP #39 within 3rd Battalion. TE
Marines TACR would be sectioned into five distinct areas. All sugar cane
ficlds within the total area were to be cut within a five day period, I#«/#s
anticipated that at least onc section could be completed each ddy utilis/wg
some 2,000 harvesters. The District Chief assumed the responsibility fer ac¢
cruiting, orgenizing endbilleting the harvesters. He also agrecd to procvide
three platoons of PAT's and a platoon of PF's. He further agreed to asscgw
intelligence and psychological warfare specialists as well as National veliee
to the Command Group. It was decided thet a Marine Liaison Officex inter-
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preter and radio operator from this Command would be atWEched to the Palls
tp provide liaison and éocrdinate activities between the Marine and Vietnam-

¢se units. In addition, this Command agreed to provide two rifle dompanies,
" a section of 8lmm mortars, and a Command Group for security and coordination
of the operation. The concept of operations was developed by 8 March and th.
plan was executed on 10 Mareh (D~1),

D.1, 10 March 1966. On the afternoon of D-1, Companies K and L con-
ducted a hammer and anvil type operation within grid square BS 5892 in the
northweat portion of BS 5992 and the southeast portion of BS 5893. ZEnroute .
$0 the objective area Compeny K refieived sniper fire at coordinates B3 5689.¢, - .-
BS 570935, BS 573937, BS 573935 and BS 574924 resulting in one friendly WIA™
med-evacs Company K called in four artillery missions and returned small aams
fire. AL search of thd area failed to reveal evidence of VC casualties.

¢e Doday, 11 March 1966. At 0700 Companies &L and K commenced sweeping #h e
ares designated to be harvested the first day (See Operation Overlay). The
_sweep ended at 0900 with negative contacts. &t 0730 Commend Group "4 rein —
forced with one platoon from H&S Company arrived in the objective area and
established a CP vicinity coordinates BS 590934. 4t 0750 a truck (Personnel
Cerrier) containing the District Chief of BINH SON detonated a mine vicinity
coordinates BS 591935 resulting in four WIi/med-evacs (District Chief and 2
- 4RVN), Lt O7%4 the Skeptic (Pwd) CP received a light volume of sniper firc
from vicinity coordinates BS 587935. PF/PAT personnel returned fire and
swept the area with negative results. A&t 0900 Company K, vicinity coordinsfes
BS 592928, sustained one Wli/med-evac resulting from a booby trap at 1005.
Company X received sniper fire from vicinity coordinates BS 587925 resultircy
in one friendly WIi/med-evac. Blements of Company K returned fire and swepi
the area but failed to find evidence of any VC casualties. &t 1040 a Comp Ay
I, OP observed and took under fire four VC with weapons and two VC without
weapcns vicinity coordinates BS 589928. The VG broke contact and departeéﬁ
from the area. 4% 1525 Company K received sniper fire from BS 587922 resu!™#g
in one friendly WLi/med-evec. Elements of Company K returned fire and swesT
the area but the sniper fled into the jungle growth and disappeared, Lp-
proxinately one and a half hours later elements of Company X captured one »€5
in the vicinity of where the sniper fire came from. The VCS had a shrepnek
wound in his chest. At 1915 an interrogation of a VOS revealed the possibihfy
of a VC platoon located at BS 568928. &n artillery mission was fired on +4e
coordinates but a search of the area at daylight failed to produce gvidence
of V¢ casualties. & total of 18 VCS were captured on D-day, all of whom
were locally interrogated, tegged, and sent to 3rd ITT for further procecs/uf
By the end of the first day, the harvesting force totaled approximately 1&00

personnel. No VO activity was reported on the night of D-day or the early
morning hours of D+l,

c. Dtl, 12 March 1966, 4t 0820 a UHLE observed and took under firec &y 3
VC with weapons in a trench at BS 582923 resulting in two VC KIa and one V<
WIi, The VC WI4 was captured by the UHLE personnol end returned to the J/5 j
CP. Lt 0830 the UHLE spotted eight VC at BS 582923, took them under fire a.~e
reported killing two VO, 4t 1235 elements of Company L were taken unde: €ere
by autometic weapons from BS 576940 resulting in one friendly WIb/med-e'\' AC -
Company L returned fire and called in an air strike on the fleeing VC. A
search of the area failed to produce evidence of VC casualties. 4t 1215 a4

3
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composite unit composed of onc pletoon of Compeny I an&e platoon of Compan;
M deperted the Skeptie (Rear) CP. by helicopter and established blocking po-
sitions vicinity coordinates BS. 558937 to BS 561943. Company L swept from
BS 580940 through the blocking positions but 4id not meke any contactsiduring
the sweep. 4% 1305 an air strike was called on 15 to 20 VC at BS 575932,
Coverage was excellent. Wo bodies were found by Company L when the area

wes searched but three large blood stains were located. A4t 1945 a BINH SON
Netional Policemsan stepped in a punji trap at BS 584926 and had to be evace
uated by air. No other activity was reported on the night of D+l or the camds
norning hours of D+2. By the end of D+l the harvesting force had growm to
2,050. &t this point the areca harvested was estimated to be one half & day
short of the planned harvesting schedule.

d. D+2, 13 March 1966, 4t 0915 Company K captured one VCS hiding in &
cane ficld at BS 581946. The VOS was questioned, tagged, and turned over t
3rd ITT for processing. 4t 0930 an A0 repurted to Regimental S-2 upon land —
ing that he observed 35 to 40 people digging gun positions being guarded by
six to seven uniformed VC at BS 550913. bLn i0 was requested to observedthc
area - all personnel had left the ares = an ertillery mission was fired with
good coverage on the ares. 4t approximately 1045 one of the harvesters det-
onated a boohy trap ifitthe cane field. This panicked the hervesters and they
refused to return to the cane fields. &t 1235 one Marine from H&S Company
was WI./med-evec when a booby trap detonated as he passed through a gate.
1400 Compeny K sustained two W'le/med-evacs when a mine detector tripped a
booby trap at BS 588944. At 1510 one PF was killed when he tripped a booby g
trap at BS 586944. No other activity was reported during the night of Diz A~
the cerly morning hours of D+3, : -

es D3, 14 March 1966. 4t 1000 elemonts of Company L vbserved three £XS

~at BS 527927. VWhen told to haelt the VCS fled and were then taken under fieec

One of the VOS was shot in the leg and the other two were captured. The owé&
WIh was med-evaced and the other two VCS were turned over to the National
Police for questioning and later transferred to 3rd ITT., 4t 1545 the Scov’
Dog hendlers spotted and challengod two VCS at BS 565937. The VCS fled apd
were taken under fire. 4 search of the area failed to reveal evidence of Awp
casualtics, Operation "C¥H" ended at 1730 and by 2030 all elements of 3n
Battalion, 7th Marines had returned tc the Battalion CP. '

11. ZResults

a. ¥riendly UsS. Friendly VN
1) Kk: 1 3 (pF_é, Civ-1)
2) Wk 7 8 (PP-4, Civ-4)
3) MI.t’s? None None ‘L
4) KBiLr None None ‘
- 5) EQuipment/l‘Taterjrgl 1 PC Prhck

Insses: None

ﬁ (£)
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1) KIL: Unknown

2) DOW: 1

3) WIL: Unknown

4) MIhz Unknown

5) KBi: 10 (2 possible)
§) WRi: 1

7) Captured VGC: 11

8) Ceptured V0S: 60

9) Ceptured Equipment: 1 U.S. Rifle, Cal .30, M
1 U.S. il carbine
1 U.S. cartridge belt, Ml
1 V€ gas mask

12, 4dministrative. Matters

8, During Opcrntion "CXH" thc Battalion experienced no logistical prabfe”"i
Resupply was sccomplished without the use of air. Trucks deliveréd the re-
supply to the Battalion (Fwd) CP on the 12th, 13th, and 14th. Further dig-
$ribution to Company X on the 12th was made by use of the harvesters enroute
to the cane fields. Distribution was otherwisc mede by elements of the com
panies coming into the Battalion (Fwd) CP and carrying the supplies out to -
their respective company positions.

b. The detachment of Compeny C; lst Enginecr Battalion was particula.r!?
helpful to the Battalion CP group. When moving to the second CP site, eng'~
neers who were utilizing the 13N7 RC-153 mine detector overlooked a booby#es”
when attempting to check ocut a heavily barb wired gate. The detector prové?®

to be inadequate for this type of booby trap detection. FEngincers blew sev=
erael booby traps in the vicinity of the second CP site.

¢. Retraction was made by trucks commencing at 141730, The retractiow
was crnpleted by 142000, )

13. Special Eguipment/Technignes

a. Two scout dog teams were utilized. Their effectiveness was again
demonstrated when on numerous occasions the dogs alerted their handlers of
indigenous perscnnel were approaching or hiding in the vicinity of Marine =
personnel, dncther advantage of employing the scout dog is that captured tes
have shown a definite fear and respect of the animal and therefore are Jess
apt to attempt an escape while the dogs are present.
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be The employmen%‘“ of LO's periodically on this ope!tion added greé.tly
in the calling and observing of ertillery missions. The LO's in addition
rprovided accurate and rapid observation that would otherwise not have been

availoble due to the thick vegetation and rolling terrain in the objective
area, :

14, Copmander's fnalysis, Several problems arose in the course of the oper-
ation that, unresolved could have materially hampered the success.

e. The anticipated capacity and officiocmcy of the Vietnamese cutters W@E’
over-estimated by District Headquarters. The work schedule from necessity n«
t0 be revised and the cutter teams recorganized.

%, During the early morning hours on the first day of the operation,
while organizing the workers, the District Chief was weverely wounded along
with three other Vietnamese military men when their 3/ 4 ton vehicle detona‘&d
a mine. This had an edverse effect upon the harvesters. Through the efforts
of the Lssistant District Chief and the Marines in the area the villagers iwer¢
encouraged to continue with the harvest.

¢s 3By mid-day of the first day only about 1,000 harvesters had arrived!
prepared Yo work. By lste afternocn, however, as a result of the efforts o
psychological warfere team, approximately 2,050 men, women, and children weye
harvesting cane and cutting all other vegetation between the National Highwey
and the railroad.

d. ibout mid-morning on the third day of harvesting a booby trap was
detonated in the cane field by one of the harvesters killing one and serieus/
wounding four others, Purther investigation revealed additional booby trap®
in adjacent cane fields. The presence of the booby traps panicked the hax~
vesters into refusing to return to the cane fields., 4is an interim measure
the District Chief persuaded the villagers to remain in the area and con-
tinve teo cut all other stending vegetation around the hamlets, This in itselF
was a psychological victory for the government and a defset for the Viet Cong

e. 4n attempt was made to burn a test plot of suger cane. One Fopulav
Force man was killed ané another injured when the fire detonated a booby&wp -
It became evident that the area would have to be cleared of all booby traps
rapidly and the cutters given renewed confidence or the operation would ter-
ninate on an unsuccessful note. 4 platoon of tanks was quickly diverted Ze
the area. The tanks moved through the fields rolling the cane down with-fhe
tracks and crushing or detonating the booby traps. This proved to be a vE&'Y
safe and coffective method of clearing large areas within a short period oF T7me
and the cutters were able to salvage the cane:

f. Because of the closc coordination and cooperation between the Lk UA
the USMC units, any problems that arose were resolved rapidly on the spc T
The harmonious climate generated by this joint effort is expected to CarRf
over into other areas of mutusl interest.
s

<g‘. H. BOI)IE(Y

1o
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" 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
3rd Merine Division (Rein) FMF
FPO, San Francisecs 96602
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Tos Commending Officer, Tth Marines

_neutralize a machinegun pos

From: OCommending Officer

éub_j: Combat Operations Lfter Letion Report MN@{L&SS%FBE@
Ref: (2) Frag Order 5-66

Bnols (1) Intelligence Interrogation Report

1. Operation "TEX:S" , 3rd Bn.74h Mer. Log No
2. 200930E to 251600H March 1966 | /22 £ 6 Copy #ELE@TA
3, QUANG NGAI, TR BONG, BINH SON /ﬁﬁe., LOLY G
4. lisutenant Colonel C. H. BODIEY
5. Tesk Orgenization o
3rd Bn, Tth Mar 2387740
~ 3rd Plat, Co C, lst Engr Bn - P 200 pECLASSIFIED
70 Tms, Btry T, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar i IR 5200.10
Det Natl Pollce, BINE SON Dist 9 DOD
IS0 Tm, Tth Mar
EST, 1st SP Bn
6. Supporting Forces -gozs ¥14 ao
: y10ad
v 3188
s« dix (Chronologioal utilization) G

201040 ~ 3rd Battalion, Tth Marines began its lift from Landing Zone
ROBIN to the objective area for Operation "TEXLS", The 1lift was comploted at
201150. "

201430 - ALO submitted priority helicopter request for transfer of two
platoons of Compeny I and one section of 8lmm mortars to Hill 14l. The heli-
copters arrived at 201600 and completed the transfar at 201645i

211540 = Company L requested ned-evab far one U.S. for leg wounds., HMaed-
evec vas completed at 211605,

211625 - any L requested amoi:gency med-evac for five U.S, casualtie:
The nmed-avac was pazgially completed at 211650. Thehelicopters returned at
211730 but were unable to land because the landing zone was not secure. 4t .
211915 two helicopters landed at Company i end completed the med-evac. Med-
evas aireraft returned the folloring morning end lifted-out three add:.tione.l
KIAils,

211730 - Skeptic L-14 submitted a request for CiS, The C4S aircraft
arrived at 211915, Due to the darkness end bad communication between CLS aire
craft end FAC, they M yas, cancelled.

220840 - %% g SOy E TLR TR Gnppan
station at 220920. g ASE Bl ¥ En kB 14

iR 520010
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§20805 - ALO su.bmtted routine helicopter requeQ to evacuate 13 V6S to
'I‘ask Foroe Delta Interrogatzon Center. Mission was completed at 221020,
220840 ~ ALO submitted request for two routine med-—evacs. Med-evac
we.s completed at 220900
005 =~ ALO submitted med-evac request for one heat ‘sesualty and one
Wia, Med.-evac was completed at 221035,
T 221015 - 4LO submitted routine helicopter request fof evacuation of
" .captured equipment; MCI and grenades. Mission was completed at 221100,
221313 - ALO submitted routine med-evac request for one WIA; Med-evac
completed at 221415:

221330 - ALO submitted pnonty med-evac request for tio WI4, Med-gvac
completed at 221415,

221630 Companies I and K were helilifted from coordidates BS 5178%2
to landing zone at coordinates BS 567774. The Battalion CP and Company L were
helilifted from coordinates BS 495838 to landing zone at coordinates BS 567774.
The 1ift was completed at approximately 221745. :

: 221830 - ALO requested CAS with a P4C(4), because FAC ‘could not observe
or control., Mission was cancelled because there were no TAC(4)'s available,
P 222330 -~ ALO submitted TAR request for TPQ-10 missions, Aircraft com-
. menced TPQ bombing of PHUOC IOC village at 230015, DBombing ceased at 230200..

230715 - Close air support aircraft commenced bombing and strafing at--
tack on trench line running east and west in northern section of enemy village.
Air strikes continued until approximately 231030, Close air support aireraft
provided excellent suppressive fire in order for Company L to receive med-evac
aircraft,

231045 - ALO submitted helicopter raguest to transfer two Marines to BINH
SON and communicaetion equipment to LSA., Mission completed at 231140.

‘ 231410 - Company M requested priority med-evac for two Marines, heat
casualties. Med-evac was completed at 231445.

231515 = Company M requested routine med-evac for four Marines with heat
prostration. Med-evac was completed at 231540.

231620 - ALO submitted emergency med-evac request for one Marine with
hoat stroke, Med-evac completed at 231700,

231628 - 410 submitted priority helicopter request to resupply Companies

~ Kanml M, Resupply mission was completed at 231700,
. 240900 -~ ALO shbmitted helicopter request for transfer of personnel to
Landing Zone ROBIN, Mission completed at 240950.

241500 - Company M submitted priority med-evac request for one Marine
with suspected appendicitis, Med-evae completed at 241525.

250630 - Gunboats arrived on station to spot/observe for Company I in
the sweep to the east just north of the river.

250800 - ALO gubmitted routine helicopter request for transfer of txoops.:
and logistics, Mission completed at 250845,

250815 ~ ALO submitted prioxity helioopter requast for exthange of comm-—
unication equipment. Mission completed at 250915,

250900 = ALO submitted routine helicopter request for transfer of two
U.S. for &lligator €22 (LRVN). Mission was campleted at 251500,

251100 - ALO submitted routine med-evac for two Vieinamese. Med-evac
completed at 241450.

251155- = 410 submitted priority helicopter request for tetraction of
615 troops at 251400. Helicopter arrived at 241458 and lift back to Landing .
Zone ROBIN was completed by 251705,

Comments: On two occasions during Operat:.on UPEXAS" urgently required
close air support missions were cancelled. In oge instance Mmhe C4S aircraft

e
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arrived at dusk and vere unable to sccomplish their mission due to darkness.
When it is evident that CA4S aarcraft will be operating during the hours of
da.rkness, provisions must be made to configure with flares,

Ina second instance, there was no F4C available, but CiS was required.

CLS aircraft and a TAC(4L) were requested.Because of the non~availability of a
TaC(L) ®he mission request was caneelled after QLS aircraft errived on station,

fumerous helicopter missions were flown in support of this Battalion
during Operation "TEXAS", and in all but supply runs the reaction times were
minimal, This efficient support aided greatly in the overall mission accomplish-
mente. » :

bo FEB S@ Egog‘b

1) Fire support was provided by Battery I, 3rd Battalion, lith Marines;
Battery H, 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines; Batteries K and- M, 4th Battalion, 1lth

Marines; and two sections of the 8lmm Morter Platoon, 3rd Battslion, Tth Marines.

2) Chronological Summary of Events

a) On 20 March the FSCC landed with the Battalion CP Cfroup to com-
mence operations in the area adjacent to the AN HOA Outpost, vicinity coardinates
B3 469854. One 81lmm mortar mission was fired in support of Company L.

b) Ten artillery fire missions and five 8lmm mortar missions were
fired on 21 March. These were in support of units receiving heavy automatio
weapons fire from VC emplacements in the THACH LN NOI and PHUONG BINH village
camplexes in the vicinity of grid squares BS 5089 ta BS 5183,

¢) On 22 Mavrch seven artillery missions and three 8lmm mortar fire
missions were fired in support of the Battalion as the area around PHUONG DINH
was ewept. During this period, communications with FBC was unrelisble. Ths con-

duct of fire net was useless during periods of heavy fighting by Companies K and

L (Refecroncé nara:l2, d, Communications). The 40's on the conduct of fire net .
refused to yield to prionty migsions .and continued shooting at scattered groups
of VC while Marines remained under heavy fire. Three missions callkad by FO's
during the crucial time could not be fired. :

3) In late afternoon on 22 March the Battalion was helilifted to clear
the PHUOC IOC village, vicinity grid square BS 5676, Fifteen artillery missions
were fired along with five 8lmm mortar missions to reduce heavy enemy resis-
tance. Many of these missions were fired repeatedly throughout the evening.

e) On 23 March, seventeen artillery missions and three 8lmm mortar
missions were fired., Artillery and air were used to prepare the PHUOC LOC vila:.
lage prior to sweeping. Throughout the day artillery was used to cover the
sweeping forces. Communications sgain proved to be a problem as the LN/PRC-9
with the RC-292 proved to be inadequate in range to communicate with the firing
batteriess The FSCC's repeated requests for airborne relay were not fulfilled.

£) During the night of 23 March end pre-dawn hours of 24 Mexch,

nine artillery missions were fired on likely VC exfiltration. routes, especially
along the SONG TRA KHUG River,
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'~ g) On 25 March the FiOC retrasted with the Battalion Cormander and rc

’i""“returned to the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines CP,

3) Comnents gnd Recommepdations

SR a.) Fire support was generally outstandmg Fifty-four artillery
missions with a total of 3,500 rounds wers fired in support of this Battalion,
The 81mm mortar platoon fired twelve missions and 110 rounds.

b) 4s stated previously, artillery communications proved to be &
porblem during the operation. 4&s a direect result of these problems the following
recommendations are submitted:

1' Each infantry battalion be assigned a single conduct of fire

net to allow imnediate communications between FOfs, FSCC, and the FDC

2' Lerial observers be provided a completely sapa.ra,te circuit,
possibly the Artillery Battalion FDC Net. They should not be allowed to dominate
or override a conduct of fire net. '

3' 4t least one AN/PRC-25 should be provided to the Lrtillery
Liaison and FDC. In fast moving, complex andwidely separated engagements, the
IN/PRC-9 has neither the range nor stability %o provide adequate commnications.
If the Infantry Battalion has shown a need and received the AN/PRC-25, how do
the FO's and FSCC have any less need?

4' More accurate and detailed plenning must be made betwegn the
Battalion and Regimental FSCC. During the initial stages of the operation the
units supporting and their frequencies were unkmown to this FSCC, No infér-
mation was received from the higher echelons concerning Fire Caps, type of con-
trol of the FDC, or this Battalion's direct support battery.
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1) Operé,tion Texas was an operé.tion conducted in reaction to en attack
on & prepared and established Regional Forces outpost by a major VC unit.
'Since the operstion did not actually begin until one day after the VC attack,

. it wes & relief operstion as well as a.pursuit of VC forces in an effort to

fix and destroy them, consistent with COMUSMACT polioy. Beyond question, the
operation was a significent success. ' . -

1 2) An Hoa outpost, in the extreme westorn end of Binh Son District is
positioned on & 141 meter high hill mesg overlooking the Tra Bong River 1800
meters to the north and the Vinh Tuy hamlet complex to the southwest. The
outpost wms manned by the 936th Regional Forces Company, and was surrounded by
multiple barbed wire entanglements and hesvy concentration of enti-personnel
mines. A4t sbout 0100 on the 18th of March, radio contact with the outpost was
lost by Province Hpadquarters at Quang Ngai. Early the following dey, & 15-man
ambush patrol which had been sent out from the outpost the previous night .
recoived heavy small arms fire from An Hoa when they attempted to retwrn to the
outposts 4An AO surveyed the situation later that morning and observed 25-30
bodies within the perimeter. Clearly, the outpost had been taken. When the
2nd Division ARVN attempted to rewoccupy the outpost with a heliborre” twow
company force, the helos came under intense .50 caliber AA fire from a serics
of positions around the base of the 4n Hoa hill mass. The LZ that wes used was
just 200 meters from the outpost on the ridge (vie BS 472861) and would only
 acoommodate two helos at one time. A&bout %0 troops succeeded in getting on the
deck, but wore extracted with comsiderable difficulty when they came under
heavy automatic fire from the outpost. It was now certain that the outpost
had not only been tsken, but that a large enemy force with an £4. capability
was in the aresa. S N

: 3) Prior to the entry of UsS. MARINES and ARVN forces into the -
objective area on D-Day (20143:.-), it was estimated that the attacking force at
4n Hom was composed of clements of the 36th NVA Regt., This Regt was reportedly
composed of elements of the 11th, 22nd and 33xd battalions, last located at -
BS 515850, BS 580844 end BS 550796 respeotively. The regimental CP was re=

- ported near BS 545820 along with elements of the 195th AA Bn, armed withse50
calibor A4 Mi's, ’ ' : : S _

v 4) The repidity with which the operation was organized and mounted.
did not pernit the publishing of the customary operation plan with intelligence
annex, reflecting the formalized thinking on the enemy situation. Bowever,

it was estimated that the VC force in the area would withdraw rapidly once

sizegble friendly forces were introduceds The most likely route of with-
drewal was considered to be southwest into Vinh Tuy initially, end to the
south and southeast if furthar pursued. This estimate proved essentially
correct. It wes also believed that the 36th Regt, if they were, in fact,
the attackers of in Hom, would withdraw with great speed to avoid further
costly losses such as they incurred when faced with major troop units on the
recently completed Operation "Utah"™.. - : :

.5. ’
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1) hxtelllgence prov:.ded to thls un:.t prior to D.Day was not fully
adequate to the normal needs of an infantry battalion. It consisted of a
‘description of what had already transpired in the &n Hoa outpost area, plus
& reiteration of tho most recent OB data on the 36th Bogt. 44 gun positions
from whlch fire was delivered on the helos carrying the relief force.

: 2) While it is perfectly true that adequate intelligence was not

. provided, post operation discussions with the Intelligence Staff of the Task
Force indicate that the attack on the An Hoa outpost had come aw a considerable
surprise to all concerned and that there were no prior indications to suggest
that something was brewing. It is significant to note that the unit believed
to be in the objective ares, the 36tb. NV4 Bag't., was not the enemy force
encountered.

3) l’hotograplw of the ob,)ect::.ve areca requested; however, no photogr&phs
were provided this unit at any stage of the operation.

1) During the course of this operation, significant VC forces were .
engaged By elements of this batta;hon. Blnost without exception, enermy
elements proved to be well-oquipped; well-treined, well-disciplined troops
who were perfectly willing to give battle if confronted. In all cases, their
combat effectiveness must be considered as very high.. ‘ : :

~2) On Del (21Mar), Co's "K"&"L" while sweeping in an easterly dircetion
in the vic of Thach 4n Noi (BS 5084), made contact with an estimated two VC
companies in prepared positions {defensive)s The VC element was dispersed
from BS 503847 to BS 506846« The movement of friendlies towards the arca was
harassed by intermittent small arms fire before solid contact was made. Once
contact was nmade, the enemy placed a heavy volums of machinegun and small arms
fire on friendly maneuver elements. The enemy fire was very accurate, of ‘
heavy volume, and at close range (50 meters)s The unit involved was con-
, clusively ostablished as the 65th Bn, 5th VG Regxment.

3) On D+2 (Zma.r), Co's "K"&"L“ _efter hellliftlng into a new operatmg
ares were approaching the hamlet conplex of Pauoc Loc. The two companies were
abreast and its lead eloments were crossing open fields leading south when
they came under intense mortar, automatic weapon, AA machinegun, M-~79 and
small erms fire. The fire was intense and was epparently under excellent
control as it all began almost simultancouslys. The VC force delivered their
fire from extensive prepared positions (descr:.bed elsewhers in this report)
Purther, the enermy fire was so intense that considersble difficulty was en=
‘countered in getting helicopters into a secure zone to MEDEVAG the wounded.
This cnemy force was & heavily reinforced groupment of two VO battalions, :
possibly the 60th and 2lst Bn's. although their exact des:.gnatmn could not o
be confirmed.

de  YC Units Idgnt;‘gigdh

(7]
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1) "As has be’previously statedg ma.:}or \ & fo‘ were contanted dur—
ing the course. of this operatiom Qniy onid of {:hese units was positively

. ‘identified although indications of several other wore notodi

2) On D+2 (2%.::), Compax\v “I“, vhile sweep:mg the area in which “K'&"LY

“ companies hed received heavy fire on the previous day (vie BS 507844) captured

a 15 yoar old V0 soldier found hiding in & shallow bomb shelters The men had
shrepnel wounds in both knees and admitted to being a VC. Due to his serious
wounds he was rapidly evacuated to "B"™ Med where he was interrogated by ITT
personnel. He stated that he had been forced to join the 65th Bn of the 5th

. Regiment in Quang Nam Province in Januvary of this year. He was armed with an’

M-l rifle which he said was hidden two miles to the north. He further stated
that his unit had made a 7 day march through the mountains from Quang Nam to
Quang Ngai, arriving there on the 20th of March. He was wounded by artillery
shrapnel on the 2lst of March and hid in the bomb shelter until the time of
bis captures Interrogation of this man revealed detailed data on the strength,
armament gnd orgenization of his unit, as well as some date on the other Bn's
of the 5th VC Regt. (See Encl (1) to this report/ 3 IT rpt #056=CL on
cqnmm:w&JJm)

3) On'B+4 (241%::), PN Gompany ca.ptured a Local Force gue:rilla. in the
vic of Phuce Loc hamlet (vie BS 5 j?765) who voluntarily led the unit to his
hidden weapon, a French MiSu36 vif This men stated that the €0th Bn of the

_5th VC Rogt had been in the westérn poxtion of Phuoc Loc hamlet on the 22nd
when hit by "K' Co. and that they had withdrawn west towards Bis Gis. He
. further stated thet the TOth Bn of the 5th Regt was, or had been, ‘across the

Tra Khue River to the southi This information cannot be given great credibi-
lity due to the fact that the 60th and 70th Bn's are known to be subardinate
units of the 1st, not 5th Regt. The 70th Bn was also believed to be in
Quang Tin Province on 22 March.

4) On the 24th of Ma:rch, this battalion moved :mto the very large

_ Phuoo Loc hamlet complex to &cieen #1llagers, search for VC gasualfies and -

destroy fortifications. Due to the large number of villagers to be seen,

.edditional mtelligence personnel from Quang Nga.; wers requdsted and roceived.
An LRVN Intelligence Off:.cer and his assistant were delivered to the scene

and proved to be of great assistance in aoquiring and analyzing information
from hamlet inhabitants, One of the pieces of infokmation acquired was the
fact that a second Bny the 21st VC Bn, had been the unit o'::cupyiqx\‘f1

defending the eastern portlon of th@ Phuo& 109 hamlet comple:h B report _
i8 also somewhst inconsistsht with the elisblysreparted location of the 2lst
Bn near Thach Tu in southern Quang Ngai Province, :

5) 4 diary type notobook was found with other personal doouments in a
pack hidden in a cave in eastern Phuoc Loc ccmplex on 24 Marchie The document
belonged to a member of & 57mm Recoilless Rifle crew who wrotas of fighting in
the Van Truong (Operation STARLIGHT) and Bia Gia battles, His unit, of
undetermined size, was designeted "364™. The battles in whichn he had parti=
c¢ipated would tend to indjcate membersha,p in the 1st Ve Regtse This, however
cannot be confirmed, . .
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1) 'YC Tggtics - The encmy element® engaged by this battalion pere
formed in such a fashion as to reflect 2 high degree of professionalism. They
exhibited excellont fire control, camcuflage discipline, marksmanship, mortar
and machinegun gumnery, tactical movement and willingness to engage. Beyond . -

_doubt, they were professional infentrymen fighting purely infantry engagementsd
as opposed to so-called "guerilla"warfare. The salient features of theu-
tactics are summarized below.

| &) Use of Snipers. In two of the three majar- engagements made
by this battalion the enemy used snipers to a.dvantage. Near THACH AN NOI on
the 21st of March, both Companies "K' & “L" reported receiving moderate to
heavy sniper fire from their flanks and rear while they were engaged with the
" megjor VO force to their fronte A rifleman from "K" Co. crewled to a position
within 40 meters of a VC sniper armed with a rifle of unknown type but equipped
.with a telescopic sight, and killed hin. The body and weapon oould not be re-
covered. Both Companies "K™ & "L" gtate that an unknown but fairly large
percentage of enamy snipers used thickly foliated trees as firing positions.
The ¥C snipers were again used with good effect on the 22nd and again from
 trecss The entire battalion landed via helicopter in & landing zone on the
northeastern side of Hill 23 (BS 565775)s. Shartly thereafter, Companies "K"
& "L" crossed this heavily vegetated hill and begen their movement towexds -
the Phuoc loc complex. Just after they had crossed the hill and just before
they became heavily engeged to their front, an estinmated 10~12 snipers opened
fire on the last elements of the companies proceeding aouthwaat and the
stationary battalion CP to the northeast. The result was a partiel and
tenporery disruption of operstions in the CP when two maneuver elements be-

" came engaged heavilys It is clear that sniper fire from the VC was cercfully
ccordinated with all other offensive activities of the unit; it was extremely
effective.

, b) Dofensive Fires apd Fire Control. The VC force ocowpying
“Phuoe Ioc preparod an organlzed, coordmated defense along the northern edge
of the hamlet with considerable skille Their commsnders fully understood
the principles of mutusl support; grazing fire, interlocking £ire, and fire
control and applied them wells Their fire commenced almost snultanecously
over a 1400~1800 meter front on Companies "K" & "L® indicating & pre-srranged
systen of signals (Villegers later. reported telephones in the .hands of the VG,
and small lengths of comnunlce.t:.on wire were later found-phones mey have been

used in the control of defens Dobriefing of the pmrticipants in
this fight indicates that the o::ooe ina ed Glmmu;gnd 60 mex%rtars,pzﬁ nachine~ !

guns, light machineguns, M-79's, 57um Recoilless Rifles and small arms in such |
a fashion as to cover the entire arca to their fronts Furthermore, the

coverage was flexible and was readily shifted to lucrative taatgets of
opportunity presented by friendly troops in their efforts to apxtricate :
casuslties. The principle of enfilade fire wes also used well. as was avid.endad.
by an incident in the battle noted by Company "K". Just priors to receiving
the heavy fire from the Phuoc Loc hamlet area, -the right flankx platoon of

" Company "K" was sweeping south towards the hamlet. They crosased a straight
shallow trench epproxinately 50 meters in length. The trench  ran on an

. oblique from the edge of the hamlet to the east. When mortar fire began to

o e , ﬁ' (%)
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fall on then, frlendlygoc:ps took cover in this dltch.ga soon as they did,

',f : 'f'7,;_ .50 caliber machinegun opened fire, shooting straight down the long axis of
the trenshe Five friendly casualties resulted in a matter of seconds. Only
immediate reaction by fnend.ly support:.ng arms prevented ma.ny more ca.aualtles. _

¢) VG Diversionary Attgg. The incident in wh:.ch VG snipers fire
on the CP while other clements of the battelion were heavily engaged has al=-
ready been described. This constitutes one type of diversionary attack. On the
@1st, when Companies "K™ & "L" were cngaged near Thach 4n'Noi (BS505845), the
encry placed moderately heavy sniper fire on the Battalion CP at BS 496839.
Similtaneously, rounds of 81lmnm mortar fire were received in the vic of our
. 8lom mortar position located edjacent to the CP, The suspected mortar and .
sniper position was to the southwest at coordinates BS 495834, It is signifi-
cant to note that the 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, located farther to the
southwest, received fire at the same time and from the same areca, and was also
engaged with enemy forces. This suggests the possibility that the enemy may
. have been trylng to get the two organizations firing at One e.nother, an affort
in which they were not successful. 8till another mcldent involving the
- dlvers:.onary/harassmg type of attack occurred at 0400 on the 23rd when Company
. I, acting as security around the Bn (P received approximately 20-30 rounds of
60 mn mortar fire. The fire came from an estimated two positions whose crews
axhibited a high degree of gunnery proficiency. They traversed and searohed
over a 240 meter line in the Gompaxv I area. They were s:.lenced by counter-
battery fire.

d) VC Bvacuastion Tagtics., VO fordes ate well known for the great _
emphasis they place on the rapid evacuation of their dead and wounded.s In
‘the battle around Phuoe Ioc on the 22nd of March, heavy .casualties were in-
flictedi . On the 23rd and 24th, not a single body or woinded VC or villager
was founds & detailed interrogation of the local hamlct inhabitants rewealed
the means b,,r which the VO forces evacuatefl their dead and woundeds Prior to
the first engagement with our forges on-the aftermoon of the 22ndj the VC
gathered up 30 young men from the hanlet and impressed them into service &s -
body bearerss This wab at. approximately 1400 in the afternoon; fiearly four.

" hours prior to the beginning of the battles 4t about 1700-1800; the pro-
. cedure was repeated when an additional S0 persons were drafted. Again at
w  ghout 1900, 30 more people were taken to carry dead and wounded. The VC
obviously intended to engage our forces, anticipated casualties, and mede
preparations for their evacuations The fact that they had to come back twioce
for more bearers, using older and less sturdy persons including women each
time, tends to indicate that their casualties were heavier then originally -
anticipatede The bearers were used to carry the VC dead and wounded, wrepped
in each casualty's hammock, to the Song Tra Xhuc where they were ferried across
in waiting boats. The male hamlet inhabitants used as bearers had not re- =
turned to the Phuoc Loc area by the time of our departure on the 25th. This
partially precludes more eyewitness account of the number of VC dead, the
locations of their graves, and the area to which wounded were gvacuated. The
nain VO elements withdrew sometime during the night of the 22nd-23rd, part of
the force crossing the Song Tra XKhuc to the south and another element moving
west towards Bia Giae *One woman bearer indicated upon questioning thet she
- had made three evacuations in the course of the night. , ‘
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“T2) ¥e Eggigg% Effort. 4 considerable VC ‘.neering effort was
noticed as & result of Operation Texas. The full extent of this effort was
discovered when the battalioh moved imto the ares of Phuoc Loc hamlet. (BS 5676,
5576, 5577),, where an extensive system of caves, tunnels, and particularly
defensive %renches and: other fortlfloatmn was uncovereds

a.) In the Phuoc loc complex‘ appronmately 300 small foxholes
_were noticed. These holes measured 2'x3' feet in diameter and were from 3'=-4!
deeps. Some were covered partially with a layer of bamboo section about 4% in
diameter on top of which dirt and sod had been placed. &bout 40% of the holes
were sited along all major trails and lanes and were positioned in such a wsy
as t0. be mutually supporting to & unit conductmg & withdrawal or advance
under fire,.- &pproxma.taly 130 of these Holes were destroyed with explosives.

‘b) An eptimated 5000-5500 meters of trench were emozmtered m
end around Phuoc loc complex. 4 deep fighting trench, zig-zagged for blast
protedtion, complete:-la,r surrounds the hemlet. This trench system had adjoin-
ing heavy and light weapons position with overhead cover, in addition to
fighting position for individusl rifleman. 4 number of lateral trenches lead
off of the main defensive trench throughout the bamleti & smaller circular
gysten of trenches surrounds what was estimated to bé a CP area near BS 563/
766y with latersl trenches leading out to the main fighting trench. Trenches

in this area are from 2'~8' feet deep and are 2' x 3' wide. Deastruction of .

the system could not be accomplished with exploa:.ves a.nd. would require heavy
engincering equ:lpment.

¢) Two very extensive tunnel systems were found in Phuoc Loce.
The first began neer BS 565769 and ren for approximately 650 meters in
generally northwesterly direotion. It was from 8'-10' underground, varied |
from 3'-5' high and 3'=7! wide, and had multiple small entrancese The
second began near BS 562768 and ran about 20C meters in z westerly direction.
The dimensions were the same ss the firste. Both contained many small rooms
showing signs of recent occupancy in the form of dishes, sleeping gear, and
- some toilet articles. Portions of both systems ran quite clase to the pori-
neter fighting trench, In places there was only a foot or so of earth between
the trench and tunnel, so that a trapped defender in the trench could bresk

through the wall and escape through the tunnel. Both of these systems were
destroyed with explosives. ’

d) Relstively emall, cave-like chelters were found under nearly -
50 buildings in the center of the complex. Though there was some veriance
in dimensions, there were generally 5' underground and vearied from 5!'-15!

squares OSleeping gear, mats and dlshes wera found in most of these. &bout
15-20 were destroyed. :

3) Yﬂ.mlﬂsg-

‘a) Dur:mg the course of this operation and ite three major
agements with enenw forces, heavy casualtles were :mfl:.ctea on the VG,

10
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Some of the VC m's csd not de conf:ered until detai debriefing of
p&rt:.c:.pants, who were evacuated, was conducted. ‘Other information on VC
casualtied W was derived from careful interrogation of hamlet inhabitants in-
Phuoo - Loé:' The total count of VO KIA's was 72 with an additional 155 poasible.

"7°3) In the srea of the firefight around Thach 4n Noi (vic BS 499852)
three VC KIA's were found, along with their weapons and equipments They were
killed by small arms fire. :

¢) TInterrogation of villagers in Phuoc Ioc began on the 23rd and
continued until the battalion retracted by helo on the 25ths Special assistance
- was received in the form of an LBVN Intelligence Officer from Quang Ngai. &
least 3C0 villagers were seech in an attempt to determine the location and
number of VC dead and wounded, as well as all available information on the VC
forcos. Considorable difficulty was encountered in getting accuraste informa~ -
tion from these people, as most of them understamdably toock to the family bomb
shelter when the fight began. However, on the 23rd; "K" company interrogated,
via attached National Policeman, a middle-aged couple in the extreme eastern
end of the Phuoc Loc hamlet who stated that they had counted 30-32 dead being
carried past their home about 24C0 on the 22nd. There were .also some 100 VO
or more wounded, some carried and some walking. 4Again on the morning of the
24th, "K" Company interviewed a 56 yesr old farmer who stated he had seen '
another 31 VG dead carried by his position along with many wounded. He was
He was interviewed near his hcme in the north central portion of the hamlet
and stated he sew the incident around 0400 on the 23rd. This would indicate
that there were some 60 VC dead end an undetermined number of wounded. Ilate
on the 24th, B&S Co picked up a 40 year old male near the Bn CF who was the
locel rice merchant and wealthy landowner. He was determined to be free of
VC comnection by National Police and ARVN Intelligence and told of seeing
60 VC.dead carried by his home near the highway. He was quite positive of hls
figures and also stated there were 100 VG wounded. -Many other reports of V
dead and wounded were received during the course of the 2-day screenings but
most of the numbers involved would not be acceyted as they were derived by °
the interrogators after repeated questiona of “how many" and repeated reP1199
- of "boo many™. Some people volunteered figures of as nany as 500 VO killed
- and .wounded. It became obvious that the entire hemlet was a.wed by the
enormity of the air and artillery bomberdment and by the ecope of the VC
cesualties. 60 was retained as the figure of confirmed kills in the action, -
with another 125 considered pogsible due to the magnitude of the bomba.rdment
end the villagers' roports.

fo Terrain, ‘ ,
1) Hill #23, (vic BS5677) is. the most. cr:xtlcal terrai.n in the objective

areas The haplet complex of Bhoc loc (BS 5576, 5676, 5577) way also be

:;)lns:.dered eritical terrain due to the existing defensive pos:Ltlon ta be found
ere

1"
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e Observation and Fields of Fira. Observation from Hill #23 is
good .d:.rections, although heavy vegetation towards the top of the hill
would require the use of trees as observation platformsi On the lower slopes,
visibility is also gocd. In the flat arees to the west, north and east of
Bill #23, visibility if broken up by small clusters of houses, cane ficlds
and hedgerows. The area between Hill 23 and Phuoc Loc is open and provides
good observation and fields of fire.

3) Cover and Concealment. Cover is exdellent in the Phuco Loc ares
due to the axtensive trench system remaining theres Fair cover is provided -
by large rocks and heavy vegetation on the upper reeches of Hill 23. Con~
Comlment is excellent dus to the trenches and fighting holes in Pmoc loce
Excellent concealment is also afforded by heavy vegetation on Hill 23, There
are numerous position of good conceslment in a 1000 to 1500 meter radius of
HiNl 23, due to anall canef:.elds, clusters of houses and hedgerows.

4) Obstacles. Natural obstacles were the hedgerows and water—filled
rice paddies which tend to hamper, rather than halt, foot movement. Man-made
obstacles arg the bamboo and wire fonces integrated into the defensive peri-
neter around Phuoc Ioc,

5) Avenues of Approach. There are no really good avenues of approach
into the Hill 23 or Phuoc loc areas, which &re the two places of critical
terrain in the areas The best avenuec of approach onto Hill 23 is from the
southwestern side. : a

ge Moather.

1) Weather during the course of this operation was generally excellanty
There were usuglly clear skies and on those occasions when clouds were present,
they were from 2000-30C0C feet and broken and presented no problem in the ares -
of infentry or air operationse The temperature ranged from the low 70's at
night to the mid 90's at mid-day. The hunidity produced over 20 heat ‘. Sl
cagunlties, most of then recent srrivals in Vietname o

-
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8, Mission, 3rd Battalion, Tth Merines (Rein) in eonjunction with the 5th
fA:r'borne Battalion, ARVN conduct & heliborne landing into iLanding Zone QUALL,
BS 434867, sweep to the cast and southeast conducting a search and destroy
operation of the BINH HOA Hamlet complex/AN HOA hill complex located in the
vicinity of BS 435869 and BS 474964. .

9. Conce i ‘ One company prov:Lde convoy escort for the Tth
Ma.r1nes7llth liarine &rtillery Group. Three companies, two sections of 8lmm
mortars and the Battalion Command -Group will be helilifted from Landing Zone
ROBIN to Landing Zone Q-UAIL v:Lc:Ln:Lty coordinates BS 434867. Upon landing

the Bettalion will commence & eea.rch and destroy Opera.tion in conjunction with
the 5th Airborne Battalion, LRVN toward the east and southeast to search out
end destroy all enemy forces within the objective areas

le. Execution

' a. Panning. On 19 March 1966 an ARVN oufpos‘ﬁ l6cated vicinity cOOT=

. dinates BS 474964 was overrun by an estimated VC Battalion: 4t 191800H 3rd

. Battalion, Tth Marines was put on a six hour alewt. ALt approximately 192230H
i a planning conference was held at the ADC Headquarters by the Task Force Delta

staff. By 200130  detail planning by the Battalion staff was underway and

Frag Order 5-66 was published by 200500H. &t 200930H this Ba‘bta.l:.on com-

menced the: hellln.ft into the objective area. ,

‘b, D=day, 20 March 1955 At 2004308 . Company M departed Brd Battalion,
T7th Marines ares and provided convoy escort for 3rd Battalion, lith Marines
and the Tth Marine Regimental Headquarters Group, At 200930 3rd Battalion,
7th Marines (-)(Rein) commenced a helilift to Lending %one QUAIL vicinity
coordinates BS 434867. By 201130H all elements had arrived in landing Zone
QUAIL. No enemy contact was made during the lift or in the landing zone.
Upon landing the zone was secured by Company L. Company K landed second and
moved to vicinity coordinates BS 435869 to sweep the village complex in
. that area. Company K apprehended three VCC and seven VCS in the hamlet of

: NHON HO4 (1). BS 447869. Company L apprehended two VCS at coordinates BS
. 446861, The Comnmand Group established a CP vicinity coordinates BS 432866.
Company I after landing moved to and established an assembly area viecinity
coordinates BS 430867, &t 201600E Company I (-) end one saction of 8lmm
nortars were helilifted to the AN HOA hill complex vicinity coordinates BS
474864, Vnile 1lifting out of landing Zone QUAIL a spall volume of small arms
fire was rcceived, Company I moved from the AN HO4 landing Zone to the Oute
post where they found 31 Vietnamesd Regional Force soldiers KIA and no sur-
vivors. They also retrieved four U.S. carbines, one M-1 rifle, one BiR,
one 60mn mortar, 42,200 rounds of .30 ealiber ammuntidn, 84 fragmentation
grenades, 62 rounds of 60mm mortar ammuntion, €50 rounds of’, .45 caliber am-
murition, 184 rounds of carbine ammunition and 9,008 rounds of 30 caliber
linked ammunition. :

4 reconnaisgsance of the outpost indicated that the heav:Last fighting
occurred on the southern perimeter. Protective wire was cut in three
places on the northern edge of the perimeter. It appeared as though the Ve
initially attacked the outpost from the south, possibly as a feint resulting
in a concentration of RF defending in this aree while the VC penetrated
the northern sector with little opposition. There were 15 slain defenders in

13-
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thﬂ!renoh line on the southern edge, eight in the center and. northern edge
and seven were found outside the perimeter, There were no VC on the hill.
in exceptionally large amount of expended ca.rtrldges were located in the

vicinity of the slain RF indicating that they had defended the outpost in a
valiant manner.

- bt 201715H the rema:.nlng elements of the Battallon moved by foot from

‘the vicinity of Landing Zone QUAIL southeast to vicinity coordinates BS

461842 arriving at 202000H, Yo contact was reported during the movement.
The Battalion CP was esta,bllshed et Bb 461842.

Lt 201900H an attached HST man detonated an antl-personnel mine and

was killed.

Compeny I (-)(Reln) remained at the 4N HOA Outpost throughout the

‘nlght a.nd did not encointer any enemy oontaot.

Company K established night time p051t10ns vicinity coordinates BS
458843. Company L established night time positions vicinity coordmates BS
458841i Yo contact was reported by either company. :

ce D+l, 21 March 1966, At first light Companies L, K and pa.rt of H&S
conducted a detailed sweep of the ares where they had spent the night since
it was dark when they moved into position. 4in inspection of the arxea re-
vealed a number of shelters and caves, two loaded Thompson machinegun mag-
azines and a few women and children. Thesc villagers were interrogated and .
provided limited intelligence regarding VO activities. Two caves werc de-
stroyed in VINH TUY (l) and (2) a.nd. three VC3 were apprehended.

it 210950H the Battalion (-) commenced a sweep from their night time
positions in an eesterly direction arriving in the vicinity of coordinates
BS 495839 by 211400H. The Battalion CP was established at BS 49583%9. At
BS 494847 Company L located a 2,000 pound cache of rice along with VC docu~
ments and a number of unidentified small arms casings. '

At 211500H Company L in conjunction with Company X commenced & search
g.gd destroy operation southeast toward THACH LN NOI (1) vicinity coordinates
505845

&t 211515H the le ft flank of Company L came under intense small arms

fire from an estimated ten to fifteen VC at BS 503847. Fire was returned and.

the area exploited. Four VC KIi and two carbines were recovered. When Com-
pany L continued their advance to the east they were again teken under fire
with a very heavy volume of machinegun, automatic wespéns, and small arms
fire at BS 505847. The VC force estimated 1o be a company  was well dis-
persed and deeply entrenched. Fighting was as close as 30 to 50 meters and
lasted until 211830H when theé VC broke eontact and fled nortth, One of the
Company L officers who was wounded and evacuated to "B" Med stated thet his
platoon was responsible for killing at least five VC and possibly another 15.
The VC clement had attempted to flank his platoon and was Caught. in an open
field where they were subjected to intense small arms, machinegun and M-79
fire. Five were seen to fall and not move. Fifteen othewxs fled to a small
cane fisld where they had no covered route of withdrawal. The field was
struck with mortars, machineguns, M-79, and small arms. Dua to extremely
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heavy fire from another area, this locetion could not” be searcheds. 41l ele-
ments of Company L were ehgaged as was Company X adjacent to them. &nh artil-
lery mission was requested but delayed about one and one half hours beeause of
communication difficulties. Theso difficulties are discussed in paragraph
12,d. & close air support mission was also requested but 4id not arrive
until darkness had set in and therefor,e‘had 0 be cancelled, During the same
engagement Company K moved to coordinates BS 509835 to provide support for

. Conpany L. -Lhey too came under intense asutomatic weapons/small arms fire.
Company K attempted to call in ertillery and air support but encounterad the
same soiminication difficulties as Company L. Company K reported positively
killing one VC and possidbly killing elcven more end wounding at least two.
Bompany L suffered 17 WIA and five Kli: Oogipany K sufftred eight WIi and
one KIb, &1l friendly WIh and XIs were evacusted at 211900H except for three
KI4 from Company I who could not be evacuated until first light on the 22nd,
Company L established night time positions at BS 503040. Company K estabe
lished night time positions at BS 503836. No contact was reported during

the nighti _
- ‘ 4 210915H Compa.ny I (- )(Bein) depa.rted AN HOA Outpost on foot and
.- proceeded southeast to vicinity coordinates BS 488843 in ord.er to rejoin the -
Battalion.: : : :

4% 2116508 Company I established defensive positions vicinity coor=-
dinates BS 495838 and remain as Battalion reserve, 4t 211830H the Battalion
CP was teken under fire by appraximately 30 VC from coordinates BS 495833.
Simultaneously the VC from the same area took 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines CP
under fire (located about 1,000 meters south of 3rd Battalion, Tth lMarines
CP). Both Company I and the CP Group returned fire. Company I reported
possibly killing four VC. The areca was not searched by 3rd Battalion, Tth
Marine: units because the area from which the fire originated was in 2nd
Battalion, 4th Marines sector and 2/4 was hitting it with artillery. The ares
was later searched by elements of 2/4 and 11; was repocrted that several dies
were extracted from that hamlet.

. de D2, 22 1066, 4t 220800H & Company L patrol was dispatched to
. the area where they had received the intense fire the previous night. The
patrol located one VG KIL and various items of enemy military equipments six
BLR magazines, one submachinegun, several hundred rounds of .30 caliber am~
munition, five hand grenades, five helmets, packs and several uniforms. The
patrol also located an arca where approximately ten bodies had been dragged
toward the north. 4 further seardh of the area failed to locate the bodies.

it 221200H Company L swept north to the hamlet complex "located at
BS 504849, 4t BS 501851 Compeny & spotted ten to fifteen VC in kheki uni-
forms crossing a rice paddy. 4n artillery mission was called. 4 search of
the area failed to reveal any evidence of VC casualt ies.

At 2210%0H Companies I and K commenced a sweep from BS 503837 to
Phase Line RED vicinity coordinates BS 521837, At 221245H the rear olements

of Company K and Company I were taken under fire. Both compmies returned
fire. Company K killed two VC but were unable to locate their weapons. Com-
pany K suffered one WLi and two heat casualties.

Lt 221615H Companies I and K were helllli‘ted from BS 5198%6 to BS

15
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566775. Lt 2217000 ompany L and the remainder of 'tQ Battalion was heli-

lifted to BS 565775« By 221745H all elements of 3rd Battalion, 7th Mexines

had arrived in the new objective arca vicinity Hill 23, BS 565775. 4t 221815

Companies I and X commenced & sweep from the north toward the hamlet complex

of PHUOC 10C, BS 560766. Company I was held in reserve/blocking position at
- BS 557778, The Battalion CP wes located at BS 565775.

Lt 2218308 the tralllng elements of Compa.ny L 1nclud1ng their engi-
neer attachments along with 'the Battalion CP were taken under sniper fire by
an estimated VC force of teh to twelves.' The snipers were located in the up-
per branches of trees in the vicinity of the @, Bnglneer personnel attached
to Company L killed four of the snipers: Porsonnel from the Battalion CP
continued to return fire as well, Slmultaneously Companies L and K were
taken under intense fire from an estimated battalion size force that was well
entrenched in bunkers and fortified positions that extended 800 to 1,000
meters along the northern edge of PHUOC LOC (1), lamong the weapons uscd by
- the enemy during this encounter were 30 and 50 caliber machineguns, 57mm
recoilless rifles, M~79, 60mm and 82mm morta:cs, various automatic weapons and
: small arms. Company K suffered six WIh and two KLi. Company L suffered 25
. ~ WIh and five KIL, Companies K and L returned fire and eclled in numerous

‘artillery missions. The artillery response was repid and accurate. During
and after the fire fight nearly 2,000 rounds of 155mm ammunition were delivaerec
in the PHUOC I0C hamlet and adjacent areas., Several fixed wing airstrikes
with 250 pound bombs, rockets, and 20mm cannon were run. Due to the com-
bined efforts of infantry, air and artillery 60 VC were killed and another
125 possibly killed, 98 wounded and 85 possibly wounded.

e. D3, 23 March 1066. 4n attempt was made to secure a landing zone to
evacuete the wounded, Because of continuous small arms. sniper fire it -was
230330H before a helicopter could bs brought in:do evacuate tho casualties

- fron Company K, ' The walking wounded from Company L moved to the Battalion CP
during the night for evacuation by helicopter.

Lt 230410H Company I and the Battalion DP rcceived appraximately 40
rounds of 82mm and 60mm mortar fire. A4rtillery and counter-mortar fire was
& imnediately returned on the suspected enemy position with excellent results.
. Company I suffered 25 Wli as a result of tree bursts of mortar fire, 15 WIk
required medical evacuation. 411 but one were walking wounded. By 230730 H all
friendly KIA and WIA had been evacuated,

Lt 231015H Company M was detached as the Task Force Reserve and heli-
lifted into the objective area. Company L was helilifted to the vicinity of
the artillery group and assumed the mission as Task Force Reserve/Lrt:Lllery
Group Security. The helilift was completed ot 23123CH,

k&t 231230H Companies M and K comhenced a sweep from the Battalion CP tc
the PHUOC LOC hamlet complex. While moving into position to commence the
sweep both elements were delayed by heat casualties (newly joined replace-
ments) thet required medical evacuation plus a requirement to provide a
security element for a downed helicopter, 4t 231330H Company I was dispatched
to BS 563772 so as to establish a blocking position for Companies K and M,
Companies K andM entered the hamlet from the cast and swept to Fhase Line #1
vicinity coordinates BS 563766 and by 231845H established might time po- -
sitions vicinity coordinates BS 566766. . 4t 231700H Company I commenced
sweeping east toward Phase Line #2 v101n1ty coordinates BS 557767+ Company I
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$g1shed night tInme positions at BS 558767. ¥o a’:.nty was reported
during the night.

fo D4, 24 March 1966, 4t 240700H Companies I, K, and M continued in

their search mission.

\

Lt 240800H the Battalion CP displaced to BS 562765. The remaining
hours of D+4 were spent conducting a thorough search of the hamlet complex
of PHUOC LOC (1) end PHUOC IOC (3). The entire hamlet complex was composed
of numerous fighting holes, gun erplacements, trench lines, caves, tunnel and
punji traps, The Battalion was scheduled to be retracted by motor convoy at
241500H but due to the extensive network of enemy fortifications and tunnels -
that had to be destroyed, retraction was deleyed for 24 hours. Company C (=)
1st 3ngineer Battalion was helilifted to PHUOC I0C to assist in the destruction
of enemy emplacements,

In order to maximize on the additional time available in PHUOC LOC
hamlet a request for additional LRVN intelligence personnel and interpreters:
, was submitted. Within two hours two IRVN intelligence specialists from 2nd
.. Infentry Division Headquarters, QUANG NGAI and two :Lnterpreters arrived.
Their services were used very effectively in processing civilians, VCC, VCS,
and intelligence documents. On the night of 24 March Companies I, K, a.nd M
along with the Battalion Command Group spent the night in the PHUOC LOC ham-
let complex. No enemy contacts were reported that night.

g Dt5; 2% March 1966, 4t 250630H Company I comnenced & sweep of PHUOC
I0C (2) and (3} from west to east. Company M provided & blocking force on
the north and east sides of the hamlet complex. No enemy contact was re-
ported. At 250800 Company C (- ), 1st Engineer Battalion commenced destruction
of the enenmy emplacementse. 4t 251000H appreximately 500 Vietnamese refugees
from SON TINH District, QUANG NGLI arrived to evacuate several caches of VG
rice located in PHUOC 10C, The only means available to transport the rice to
SON TINH District was by bicycle and individual baskets hand carried. Total
rice evacunted in the time available amounted to seven and a half tons, ap=-
proximately one-third of the caches uncovered.

During the rcmainder of the dgy intelligence specialists processed
soveral hundred villagers while Marine civil affairs teams rendered medical
aid and other assistance t0 the civilian populace. One hundred families de=~
cided to move to the SON TINH rofugee village. &t 251500H the Battalion com-

menced retraction by helicopter to 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines P (Landing
Zone ROBIN), By 251705H all Battalion clements were retracted.

11. Results
a. Eriendly
1) KIi - 15
2) Wi - 100 (77 evas, 23 non-cvac)
3) MLL - None

4) KBA -~ None
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, be Fnemy = % - | B}

1) Kik (Confi;med) - 72*j.

2) KIL (Possibie)_ - 155%

3) WIL = 100

4)
5) ML - Unknown

(Possible) = 100 . -

B

6) XB kir/irty/Mortars - Confirmed— 40% Included in’
Possible~115* figures above

7) Captured-VCC =~ 10
 8) Captured VCS = 39

.- . 9) Equi:;)ment/Material Loss = 6 hand grenades, 1 AK-47 rifle, 2
UiS. carbines, 1'ChiCom carbine, 1 MiS-36,.1 M-l Garand, 2 rounds 60mm mortar,
6 helmets, 3 cartridge belts, 4 cantcens, 8 magazines, 10 uniforms, 1 wire
cutter, 1 mortar night light, 7 pecks, 3 hemmocks, 5 ponchos, 3 U.S. mess
goars, 1 U.S. field jacket, 1 air mattress, 1 stretcher, 1 mosquite net,
penidillin, bend-aids, medical supplies .

10) Rice Evacuated < T& tons
12. Ldpinistretive Mattors

a. Supply. Resupply was accomplished by radio request and heliaeptor
flown unit distribution. This operation emphasized the need for and the ad-
vantages of good logistical planning. The Battalion received supplies on a-
deily basis commencing ori D+1l, Several points that should be considered in
, future planning are the use of a Rapid Request format for resupply messages,
. this would shorten the length of radio messages and enhance clarity;

the publication of an ammunition list estaeblishing a stanlard pack for use
in conmunication requests. The unit dstribution system should be designed to
acconodate the resupply of companies as opposed to Battalions; a follow-up
confirmation system that would inform the requisitioner that his request was
t0 be honored asnd on time, this would allow for adjustments when too many
units desire rosupply at the same time; and finally provision should be made -
for the logistical support of units, satelited upon the Battalion by directio:
of higher headquarters, so as to insure their continued support, Logistical
plaming should be bilateral and recorded for easy reference. '

b. Mﬁd.;.g_a;. Medical support throughout the '0pervation wes satisfactoiy..
The high casualty rate among corpsmen (2 KIi and 3 WIL) was offset by man-

ipulation of corpsmen between the CP group and the companies. No wounded
Marine suffered due to lack of trcatment. DBvacustion was by helicopter and

went smoothly cven during peak casualty periods, 4 HST was attached to each
company and the CP group. This made for efficient landing zone operation
while casualty sorting was accomplaiehd by unit ‘corpsmen. The failure on
the part of the rifle companies to carry strotchers proved to be a weakness.

18
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Stretchers are owned but not generally carried by thgompanies, their bulk
nakes them unpopular.

c. ZIransportation. The five troop lifts by helicopter during the oper-
ation as well as the truck transport on the first day went well., 4&dequate
vehicles were aveilgble in each case.

di Communicationss, Comminications during this oration were marginal.
The artillery conduct of fire net was overloaded. There were two infantry
battalions, the artillery battalion, and air observers all on the same net.
In one instance there were eleven stations on the net with three of thenm
attempting to conduct fire missionsi It took this Battalion one and one half
hours t6 fire one firc mission. This problem was corrected on D+l. Minother
problem ares encountered was the mutual interference of the VHF radio cir~
cuits, This Battalion's Tcstical net and the Regimental Commend #1 net inter-
fered with each other as dld tho artillery conduct of fire net and the Regi-
mental Ta ctical net. This situation caused both delay and confusion. Botter
frequency assignment; consideration of the relative strongths of the LN/PRC-
10 and 4iN/PRC-25 radios and proper dispersal of equipment within CP sites
should be examined to overcome this problem. Tactical movemént without con-
sideration of radio capabilities also caused difficulties. On several oc-
casgions comnunications wecame unsatlsfactory because of the distance and
terrain between the Battalion and the Task Force. The establishment of an
aerial relay station would solve this problem. . Radio procedures with air ob-
servers was another area that suffered from poor control. The air observer
would not always check in with the Battalion when in the Battalion's zone
of actions &t other times the 40 would utilize a net other than the DAO
nety would check in with the Battalion and then shift frequency before a
misgion could be assigned, or interfere by overriding the less powerful ground
radios with his ajrborne set. In all of these examples the solution is the
seme - establish control and strict procedures. Lengbthy messages of the pre-
planned variety. ¢lutter up the radio net. Such reports as the situation re-
ports, intelligence summaries, and routine personnel and supply traffic should
and could best be handled by courier. There should be several preplanned pick
ups daily. Report cutoff times and submission times should be planned in con-
junction with these runs. Radio reports should be limited to the short format
typess

13. Speoigl Fouipment and Teohnigues
a. Psylar leaflets were distributed by means of air drop from an L-19

aircraft. The coverage in the objective area was excellent and it was noticed
that many villagers had the leaflets in their possession.

"be 4n 1-19 aireraft with attached loudspeaker was utilized:ito:broadecast
PgyWar propaganda. Effect and coverage was excellent,

ce dn ARVN intelligence officer was attached to the Battalion and used in
the interrogation of VCS, His presence and overall knowledge of Vietnamese
custons and the tactical situation aided greatly in separating intelligence
from the bulk of information generated.

A
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a. BEnomy Engaged, The enemy engaged exhibited a professionalism not
heretofore found in units with which this Battalion has had a confrontation.
Purther, their weapons an? tactics added oredence to the theory that this

was more than a local force wnit. Close attention to the VO tactica util-
"~ ized, as explained in parsgraph 7, is suggested.

e z;g gtreggggi__gm The Vietcong employed a,combmatlon of elose-in
frontal fires from well camouflaged trench and cave networks coordinated with
snipers from the rear to engage cur attacking forces. The clpse-ln fires sonme-
what negete the use of indirect fire support unless a withdrawal is made. The
commander who is fully comnitted is left only with the ohoice of =sseult or
withdrawal. The use of scouting elements to the front while in the attack
helps to mevent surprise, forces the VC to commit himself, and gives the
commander an opportunity to maneuver his forces to fix and to destroy.

c. Inte Hfternocon Tactical Maves. Attacking forces ere at a distinet dis.
adventage when moving to contact in the late afterncon. The enamy force has
observation; familiarity with the terrain, opportunity of decision as to en-
gagement or withdrawsl, and assured advantages of darkness. .In order to fully
oxploit the capabilities and adventages inherent in a Battalion and its sup-
porting arus and to limit the mobility of the enemy, tactical moves, be they
by helicopter or by foot, should be made as early in the day as:p0351ble.

da Figld Medical Treatment. In the planning for hospitalization and evac
uation, consideration must be given to circumstances which may limit or pre-
vent helicopter medical evacuation. Casualties have exhibited a tolerance for
the ¢raumes of their wounds. In most cases individuals hold up well to perioc
of eight to ten hours, awaiting medical evacuation, without excessive hagard
to their chances of survival and aggravation of the injury. & medical officer
in the area is considered highly desirable.

G/V/‘t@ok )
C. H. BODERY ()/ .
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comeromena @  UNCLESS

.-P‘I'I‘V'E # 286-3-CL

UPLRATIUN. TERAS
INTERGUGHN REPORT

Date and Time of Capture: 221100H HMarch 66 Date:22 Harch 66

Vic: BS 507844 EPT;%EB CETimelii
Capturee by: 137 : ITY ub Teaml

(aircumstars "Hiding in bomb shelter." Lang Used-
, Map Used Vik

Sheet 67561V g‘gr.
=201,

Papt 1

1. HAKK: VP NAME: NGUYEN NI _ | SER. No-N/&

UNIT &th Squad, 2nd Platoon, 2nd Co, 65th Bn, 5Sth Regt.

s

ASSESSHENT FAIR LOW . UNKNOWE _
Intelligence Experience Beliability
CATEGORY A (8) c_ D

' DOCUMENTS___ None
Of Intelligence Interest

EQUIPHENT __ Nope
Of Intelligence Interest

Age: )1(‘8 o
Present Address: AN PHUOC(H), THIEN PHUOC(V)

DUY XUYEN(D), WANG NAN (P)
Parents; : :  Fathep: NGUYEN HAU, 90

Mother: NGUYEN THI HAU, &5
Occupat fon: ‘ Carpenter
Heligion, Buddhist
Equcation 4 Years A
Social Cla's ss; " .. Poor :
Dialect: Central o .
Marital Status : Single ' -
Date Joined Revolution: Januery 66

Position in Hevolution ; Soldier .
Relatives Working for VC:done ' o
Relatives Working for RV NGUYEN SO, uncle, polige in HOI

Wea pons: M-1 and 2 grenedes (turned over
) : to captors-not foewarded)
“ssessment: ' See Interrogztor's. comment:

INFORMATION OBTAINED

Captive states he was forced to join the 65th Bn, a QUANG

NAN province mein force unit in January froa his hamlet of
XUAN PHUOC, THIEN PHUOC(V).

Pavelofjl o W
- ENCLOSURE (1) To Intel Portion

(7)
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oo, @ ULLESSTTE g
(Captive # 26923-CL Continued) -

The captive was in a hous with 10 other men from the 65th
Bn. When the house was hit by a bomb or artillery on 21
March 66. The other 10 VU dief in the attack and captive
escaped to an underground family type shelter having been
wounded in both knees with shrapnel. :

The Americans sweep the 2rea on 22 Harch finding the cap-
tive. ie was evacuzted to "B" iled for treatment
The 65th 3n. is well trained. The unit received 1 month
training in QUAMNAL (P) prior to their journey to QUANG NGAI
P). "The men were instructed in the use of itheir individual
weapons, but held no live firing exercises., Captive was
armed vith an M-1 Rifle and 2 Grenades. o
The 4th Division has & training area near AN TBANG
Hountain in QUAIGNAM (P) which is located about 15 kilometers
east of the LAOTMAN Border and about 20 kilometers southwest
of DANANG City. The Division moves about every 2 mohths ap=
prox. 7 to 10 kilometers for security. :
Members of the 65th Bn. wear black and grey uniforms.
There are approx. 20 North Vietnamese in this Battalion. who
fill positions as political cadreman, platdébn leaders, squad
leaders and common soldiers. : :
The 65th Bn left QUANC NAM Pprovince about 13 March 66

- and walked over the mountain trail for 7 days, arriving in

QUANG NGAI (P) on the evening of 20 March 66, The Bn. re-
mained overnight in an unknown Hamlet resting. On 21 March
66 the Americans held an airstrike and fired artillery into
the hamlet with effect.

1. STHREEGTH: Tne 65th Bn consists of approx. 400 men. The
2nd Compaeny consists of approx. 130 men. The 2nd pla-
toon consists of spprox. 30 men. The 5th squad consigts.
of 11 men. : : o

2., ORGLRIZATION: Captives Unit, 45th Bn is subordinate to
the 5th Hegt. L4th Division. There are 3 Bns. in the 5th
RBegt., the 65th, 66th &nd 67th Bns. BEach Bn is comprome
ised of 3 platoons, 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Each platoon is
ﬁomgrpmige% of 3 squads. The 2nd platoon contain squads

, 5, and 6. ‘

3. DISPOSITION: Present time unknown. &s of 21 tarch the
65th Bn was located in Vic B5507844. After air and ar-
tillery attack the 65th Bn dispersed to unknown location.

b, WELPONS: The 65th Bn is equipped with the following
weaponss} ' o
3x60mm ﬁqrters with 10 rounds 320xK-50 SiGs (squad lezder)
3x HNG (NVN) : 2x grénades each man

- 9xBAR (1 each platoond - :
300xM-1 rifles (50 rounds each) v
10xcarbines {(platoon and company cadres)

5. MISSION: R
- Encl (1) To Intel Por~
o : tion :
Page 2 of 3 ST , %

a. Unit: Unknown
| | F
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(Captive #286%3-CL Continued) : ‘

-

Wy

b. Captives- to fight
6. OTHER ENENMY FORCES: NCNE

7. A. SUPPLY: Corried rime sacks end packs from SUANG NAM
P). No provisions reeceived enroute.

B. LOSSE® 10 KIAs on 21 March 66 from bomb or crtillery
In nouse where captive was hiding (vic BS 507844)

C. REPLACEMEMTS: Unknown

8. PERSQUNALITIES:

NAYE e BANK ORG. DUTIES  CHAZACTERISTICS

TRAN TIEN 50 CLPT 65th B G.0. CARBINE/SVi
TRAN MOT 40  URK 2nd Co. C.0. CARBINE/SVN
SAU 30 UNK 2nd P1t. Pit Ldr Ka50/SVN

9. HOBALE: The morzle of the 65th Bn is low.as the men are
afrzid of dying. One man deserted the Bn on 14 harch 66.

aQ.I&QIlQ&;.Unknown
b. UBSTACLE : Unknown

TEAADIN Captéve appcars cooperative, sincere
‘end fairly intelligent. Captive interrogated after in-
itial trecatment at "B" Med. He scemed receptive to in-

terrogation bpt was weak from los f %lood #nd no food
for 2g§ays. he Jregmentetion stil%zremagns in his legs.

Captive not interrogeted thoroughly om RUANG NAN Province
because of the difficulty due to his pain anll shock.

-DISPUSTTIUN:

VC SOLDIER TO "C" MED DANANG fOR FURTHER MEDICAL TREATZ
MENT AND THTEHRCGATION.

DISTRIBUTION:

G2 HAF 1 LY TIN 1
CONUSHACV J.2 (10n) 1 - ITT, DANANG 1
G.2, 34 MarDiv 1 - 7th CIT 1
G-2, I Corps 1 PSCC, 1st MarDiv 1
ADC CHULAI . 1 Combined Intelligence
5.2, 1st Marines I Center Vietnem 1
S22, 7th larines 10 ITT File

QUANG NGAT 1 28
TAN KY 1

BINH SON 1

Page 3 of3 - oty

Enclosure (1)
" To Intel Portion
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