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E*,cH (1) 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines Command Chronology with Attachments' 

1. In accordance ,.rith reference (Fl)" the command chronology for the month 
of ~!arch 1966 is submitted vrith attachments. 

;;d Bn.7th Mar. L~ 
t.pr;-6~C'py #LP I 

: On -6'6' J 

OOWNGRADED AT.3 YEAR iNTErNALS. 
DECLASSIFIED AF'TER 12 YSAf.s ' 

DOD OlEi 5200.10 ! 
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1. Dosignation and location of .reportinguhit: 3rd Battalion, 7th Mn-irrcs, 
1st l1arino Division (Roin) FMF, 'Gb:u~i, Republic of Vietnam 

2. PGriod covered: 1-31 March ~966 

3. Oommanding Office:r; 
Executive Officer 
8-1 il.djutant 
S ... 2 Officer 
S-3 Officer: 
S-4 Officer 
OOnirlunications Officer e.. Supply Officer 

Motor Transp()rt Officer 

:Bn Surgeon 
BnChaplain 
H&S C()jnp~Corunander 

11 I" ConlpallJr COlllIDMder 
11K" Compa.n;iOO!!).Clander 

ilL" Comparw Commander 
liM" CoClpan;y Coumander 

4. .hverageStrength: 

IstC61 C. R. BODIEY 
M:1.j R. G.Bi.LOGH 
lstLt J. J. COVE!1T 
Capt W., M. CLAPP 
MJ:j R. li.. CIJiliK 
Capt H. E. F. VOiW1i.RP 
Capt E. T. FITZiiERALD 
lstLt }'. J. Lhl1l1Rh (1-28 Mar) 
GySgt 1. lu \VEST (28-31 M9.r) 
lstLt D. J .MGl{IJ3BAN (1-28 Mar) Gysn R. J. LAB, OWE (28-31 Mar) 
Itt MJ) 1"1. G. ASH~ 
Lt- , ChC) E. W. EPPS 
lstLt D~ H.HLi.RFili (1:--28 Mar) 
Capt E. T. 'FITZGERJill) (28-31 Mar) 
Capt J. E.. OLElvlENTS , 
CaptD. E~THOMAS(1-11Ma.r) , 
lstLt VI. Me 1INGENFEnrm (U-31 Max) 
lstLtE. w. HUMAN, Jr., '. 
Capt T. V. DRAUDE 

USMC: 29 Officers 
USN: 3 Officers 

869 Enlisted 
49 Enlisted 

I>uringtheClonth of :March 162 USMC enlisted and 1 USN enlisted were 
joined to the Bat~:ilioh. In addition, 190USIvlC enlisted, 5 USNC officers aVlCP 
2 USN enlisted personne1were dropped during the month as a ~esult of 
castialtieS,r(1tation, and &:..5. " 

B~SEQIJENTI4* LISTn~-G OF SIGNIFICANT lMl,s: 
4 March- li.t 040000H 3td Battalion, 7th Ma:i::ines assumed t}le MLR responsibil'f~ 
and operational c6ntrol of tho rear elements of; 2nd :Battalion, 7th Marines 
while. 2/7 was erige.ged inOperation"Ul'lJI". 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines was 
relieved of this responsib:ili;tyby 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines at 080800li. 

Operation. "BIGCHARLlE" (See .J.ppendix (1.)) ,f 

, . At 04081OHCompany M., while partiCipating in ~eration "BIG CliiJ(t...1tC: 
?aptured3? male and 20 female VCp at coordinates BS 591936. As a result"'+' 1 

l.nterrogat~on 28 ves were evacuated to 3rd ITT. Each of the 28 VCS was fo~",GA; 
to be either a va laborer br a member of a VC organization, i.e. farmer's 
Qrganization, youth group leader, etc. 
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>~\mJ • \.:- • 
n-14Mar -Operation IIO&H" (See 4ppendices (~) and (E») 

This operation was, a joint USMC/Vietnamese (ARVN,~o1itical kction 
Teams, Popular Forces) operation with a two':';foldmission.. First, was that of 
llrov,iding security for approximately, 2,OOOi'armers in the BmH SON District 
so that they could h~est their sugar cane without b~ing harassed by the Vi{t 
Congi and secondly, for those faxmersto cut the 'heaVy vegetation abounding 
Route #1 within a specified area to reduce the numerous anlbtish sites that th6 
VO use to snipe at trSNO and RVN traffic utilizing this route. ' 

The major accomplishments of this operation were; ',(1)- That the 
flissionas described above was successfuily completed; (2) That mutual under 
standing and teamwork was, developed between the WHC and the legally con­
stituted government of Vietnam; and (3) That the oporation resulted in the 
capture of 11 VOCand 61 vcs. 

Realizing that a large group of people would be gathered for this 
'operation, a planned PsyWar program was developed and administered~ The pr6-
gram consisted of daily locture~, by t:he Political Action Teams; movies, de­
scribing current agricultural methods and techniques, and entertainers pro­
viding a medley of Vietnamese National sbnge. 

ll.t l10900H }rd' Battalion, 7th l'Ia.rines civil affairs team participo:k"l 
in Operation "C&Hu• The civil af'fai:irs team entered the Oili.U TU hamlet com­
plexes located in: g~id squares :as 5894, BS 589}, and BS 5892 and administer~ 
medical aid to, 62 villagers. 

11 March - Operation "GROUND HOG" (See 1.ppendix:(B)) was reduced to a one da-<-( 
operation dUG . to other Regimental cl)mmitments. llot l70600H the Battalion (-). 
began tho operat~ion. Two corapanies were moved overland under cover of da.rk~ 
ness and ostablished blocking positions to the north of TJJ'f FRUOC (2), BS 
545895. During the d~ only light sniper fire was encountered. One of the 
major accomplishments of this operation was the successful crossing of tho 
T!\i~ BONG ·River from the south by rubber boats (LOR) in order to conduct a 
sweep into tho blocking forces..L.t 17080011 the civil affairs corpsman ad­
ministered medical aid' tQ 12 villagers in the TAN PHUOC (2) complex-

20-26Mar ,-Operation "TEXi.S" (S~o b.ppendices (0 )-and (F)) was a relief c.nd V'u.c-­
suit type operation deslgri.od to provideimr.1edia.teassistance to an RF CUtp(,S+ 
'that had beon overrun by an ostimated il'ainForce BattaUon. The operation . 
was considered to be a success in thatcon,trol of the outpost was re-establ,s\..£dI 
to the RF, and that this organizationsQa.rchod, out~ fixed,and severoly dam2cf4 
the fighting capabilities of a Main Force And a !forth Vietn8l:lCse Battalion. 
In addition, a heavily fOrtified and tunneled h8Iillet complex was discovered 
that was utilizod by o:p.e and possibly two Ma.ip Force Viot Cong Battalion(s) .. 
~his hamlet complex was occupied by this ~it and all posit ions, barriers, 
tunnels ,. and cavcswero destroyed prior to this Battalion' a departure. 

4i~884l)1 
;:;~~. 
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• , , 
bt 251100H the villagers of the ,FRUOe LaC complox (BS 56l166)wero 

gathered together..Moclical aid was ,administered to, 291 villagers with four 
Yietn8.88.se medicci11y evacuated to QU.l:oNG N'GAl by helicopter. The Distriot 
Chief from SON Tnru spoke to the villagers resulting in one hUndred refugees 
a.ccomparllngthe Disttict Chief to SON TlNH District Headqu8.rter8~ .£.180 on 
25 March large quantities 'of ricE:\ were discovered and subsequently evacuated 
by five hundred rcfugeeworkers 'bb~a.incd from SON TIllE District.>., 'Approximate 
7,500 kilos of rice were evacuated to SON TUm District for further distri­
bution to the refugebs. 

28 M9.rch - At 281700n 3rd Battalion, '7th Naxiriesassumo9: the l~'rr4. responsi­
bility and ·operational control of the rear elements of 1st 13a;~ta,lion, 7th 
Marines while that Battalion WaS engaged in Opera1;ionllnWlk,NL.". 3rd Bat­
talion; 7th ~rineswas'r'e~ieved of this respons.ibility by 1st Battalion, 
7th Marines at301530H• . 

DUring the mohth 6f Marc.h 3rd Battalion, 7th Ma:r;ines civil af;falrs teams trEakJ 
over 1,700 villagers. These vilJ,agers ,received oyer 1,100 treatments. il1-
most daily visits by civil affafrsteams have been made to TR:;I: .BlliH (1) CBS 
555987), TRI BINH (4) (B$: 561978), and TRI BINH (3) (BS 569971) 'dur;Lng March 
with emphasis placed on medical aid, sports, and English ol!1sses~ 'ren other 
villages outside of the B,attalionT~OR have been visited by Battalion civil 
affairs teams during ~Jarchwi'th emphasis placed on riodical aid,' psywat, and 
screening of' villagers for refugees. 

1. '"'hag Order '3..;66 (1.ppendix(.t..)} 
'"'Frag Order 4-66 (l.ppendix (B)) 
,l]h.ag Order 5-66 (l.ppendix (C» 
"'Concep~ of Opera:f;;~on( Opora,!; ionfld&HlI

) (J:..ppendix(D» 

2. 1fter j~tion,Rep6rt, OperC;l.tion '."C&Hrr(~:.ppendix (E)) 
e~ , '« l.fter Jiction'Report, Operation"TJ:lJXL:.S'f (~ppendix (1» 

3. -Battalion POSition Overlay #1 (1ippenqix(G» 
- Battalion Position OVerlay #2!J:'PP'ondiX .!Hll 
... Battalion?6sitibnOverlaY #"? j;ppendix. I.· 
./ Battalion Position Over lay #4 l~pPelid:tx - J ' 
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foR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Frag Order 3-66 

Ref: (a) DivOperO .343-65 

Time zone: H 

1. aITIJATION 

• •• 

.3m Battalion, 7th Marines 
CHU LAI, RVN 

. 0213000 March 1966 

a. En~ Forees. See current lritelligence ISUM's. 

b. ~nd~ Forces 

1) 1st En, 7th Mar 

2) 2nd Btl, 7th Her 

3) Btry I, 3rd Bn, 11th Mar Art,y Gru 

4) 3rd Plat, Co B, 1st 'Ik Bn 

c. Attachments 

1)· Det 3m PJ. at, Co a, 3rd Engr Bn 

2) l)3t En OA Tm 

3) :ro TIn, Btry I, 3rd Bn, lith Mar 

4) Det scout ~J En 3-2 

5) nat Bn PAT 

&) En Sniper 'I'm 

7) Det Nat Police" Bnill SON rust 

S) Det Bn Interpreter 1m 

9) Soout Dog Tm, I Corps 

10) ITT, .3rd MarDiv 

2.. ~IQl!. On Iklay at H":'hour 3M BattaJ.i.on, 7th ¥.arines (_)CRain) will 
conduct a search and destroy operation in t.hc CEAU TU, PEU LE, and PRIJOO 
.AN hamlet complexes located in the central secticn of' the BINH SON Dia­
trict (see Annex A (Operation Overlay») • 

.3 • !,.XE CUTIQN 

.- ~~--'. 

a.. 02..ncept of Qneration. On D-2 moTe into assigned sectors a:rriving 
in position prior t;O £:1:1'-91. J i.e:ht, 17n D-~ in order to estahl.:1s.h.J :1.a-

" 
_".r-_ r 
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telling posts/observation: posts during daylight hours (see Annex A 
(Operation OVerlay)). After the hours of darkness move into assigned 
ambush s1 tea and remain there throughout the night of 1>-1 and D-day. 
On D-day a third company will be transported by vehicle south on . 
Route Ifl to a disroount point and then sweep overland in a westerly 
direction through the blooking positions. 

b •. ~S?any K 

1) Depart OP #'E at 03l200H and establish an assembly area vioinity 
coordinates BS 545935. 

2) At approximately 03200QH depart assembly Drea and establish lis­
tening posts/outposts within assigned sector. On the ~ght of 
n~l. move from listening posts/outposts into designated ambush 
sites and remain throughout the night of D-l and D-day. 

3) Be prepared to :move to OP ffl for transportation to the Battalion 
OP on order. 

c. jpme.§PZ. L 

1) Depart OF #39 at 032100H and establish listening posts/outposts 
throughout the doylight hours of D-1. On t.he night of D-l 'move 
into designated ambush sites and remain throughout !)-day. 

2) B:3 prepared to move to OP 1f.39 for transportation to thD Ba~talion. 
GP on 0 rde.r • 

d. £p!l!QaIlY M (Rein) 

f. 

1) Deport the Battalion CP by vehicle at 050545H and arrive at dis­
mount points vicinity coordinates BS 585950 nnd BS 5909.39. 

2) At 0;06l5H conduct n search and destroy operation in a westerly 
direction as indicated by .Annex A (Operation Over.aay). 

Battalion Command GrQ~l Altha. Deport. t,.hs;> --'B..'1.t.~'1.-13on (!P- hy. ~h.icJ.o 
at o50545H and mOVe w~ 1 omp~ H. 

Coordinating Instruction~ 

1) D-d£CT - I March 1966 

2) H-hour - 0615H 

.3) Rules of engagement - See reference (0.) 

4) Time of retraction - Approximately 0516006 

5) Unclassified code nWl6 for the operation wil1 be l'BIG CHARLIE" 

6). Extreme supervision will be exercised to insure that USNC per­
sonnel do not destroy, rn sack, throw about personal belongL~gs 
or commit ~ oct that would bring discredit upon the U.S. Gov­
ernment.All searches will be conducted in the presence of the 
rightful owner .and all items considered to be of intelligence 

-_,., value Will ooevacua:t,ed 'with the :dghtf\iloW'tial' ~ ... 

. :~,~_.~~~~:,:, .~:2- -,--'~-. ~~:o:, .:.._ 2 1 _____ /4 \ ~ 
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• • 
?) RestDcj;ed Tarf,;~t.!! 

a) There "''ill be no indiscriminate firing into populated areas 
without the express consent of the Battalion Commander. 

b) The burning of bW.ldings and huts will not be permitted 
'Without the express consent of the Battalion Commander. 

e) Every effort will be made to preserve intact religious, 
cultural, medical, public, and private installations from 
damage, fire, and destruction by a:ay individual, weapon, 
01' sUPJX)rting arm. 

a) 'l'ime of departiUX'e from Battalion OP and upon arrival at 
objective area. 

b) All enslllf sightings, contacts, and discovery of caches: 

,1. Use SPOTREP format. 

c) All cave discoveries. 

J:.. Use CAVES forraat. 

d) Position reports 

1. Use thrust lines 
#l - BS 560950 
#2 - BS 560930 
#3 - BS :; G;J940 

e) Hourly radio checks are required. 

4. AQUItUSTRATION fu1'D L09-I:?1IQ§. 

1) G€nerad 

a) supply So~~ - Internal Battaiion 

b)FF6scri bed .k.o~ . 

Class I - (eo K and L) 3 meals MIC w/fuel 
. (00 M and H&S) 1 meal NIC w/:fu<"l 
Class II - Combat Essential 
Class V - Basic Allowance 

2) §upplies and Equipment Available 

a) prescribed loads. 

b) Battalion a8sets. 
3 
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·1 • 
"'-

3) l!esuppl.Y. None anticipated; by helicopter if required. 

1) Evam::ati.oi'l~ Serious to liIJ!' l'~d "v'ia helicopter, n(:n-~e~('ious 
\0 ·£i~s b;~ appropriate tranAPortation:; Vietnamese to QUANG 

He.ll.I via helicopter. 

2) tl;~!2J,·~a.1izatioJ1. As determined by }/edioal Officer to whom 
eiT E. CG. >i ta d • 

1) To Ob.j0CtivB Area departure point 

a) Compa.'lY K to TRI BINH (5) by truck-Depart En CP 03liOOH 

b) Company L to TRI BUlB (5) by truck-Depart En CP 031800H 

. c) Cmd Gru and Co M by truck.-Depart Bn CP 04D545H 

2) From Objective Area by truCk upon order~ 

d. Admill:.~st,!,a~~~~~~a In accordance with SOP~ normal reporting. 

1) .!l!:...iform~d Egui!?m~~. Utilities, £1ak jackets, normal· a:rms 
and equipment for one day. 

2) .All units maintain rear CP. 

3) No untreated local water to be consumed. 

4) All personnel will wear identification tags. 

1) Battalion Tactioal. Net will be on D-225. 

2) Radio operators "lith AN/PRC-25 i s will be attached to each oom- . 
pany. 

3) Attach TACP together with associated equi?ment to ALO. 

4) The mBin Battalion CP will suff'irit their call den \lith the 'WOrd 
Fore ar II u.pon departure of th2 c,YmIl1and group. 

b. ,Y;lsual Signalso In accordance with Pyrotechnic SOP. 
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1) Tlla ':C::lac7:::J.e and ,~ .. -..:.1;.'::;~r.~,t~;-t~ C>:Q c,ri.l1 1= :\.1'\ noO()rd8nc~ llith the 

c1rrre~~·_~~ E(lI I'; 

Lieutenant 

,/ ;", f ,/~'''J''\ ,., ..... , 

( II.LpJ ." eM'" ' \._/ ; V .. A '~,.'!\( i t) 
V'-' ~""J 

C. H. BODLEyr. J 

Colonel, U .S. ~ari¥e 
COllID1anding 

Corps 

A - Operat.:lon ()"~~-3r:-] f\! 
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.3rd Battalion, 7th }iarines Operation Overlay 
, Period: 0]"1200}{ to 041600H lvIarch 1966 
HAP: L"lOl, -h50"OOO, Sheet ti756 IV, 

• 

"+99 
57 
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~c .1 
3rd :aa tta'bon, 7th Marines 
CHU :~I. RVN 
.151~6bRMaroh1966 
.. ", ;. 

Frag Order 4-66 

Reft (a) DivOpe:rO 343-65 

Time Zone: H 

1. SITUATION 

a. 

b. 

c. 

Enemy Forces. See Current ISUMts. 

Fi'iendlyForce$ 

1) 1st Bn, 7th Mar' 

2) 2nd Bn, 7th Mfl¥ 
, 

3) lH:ry It 3rd En, 11th Mar Arty Gru 

4) 3rd .Plat, Oo:a, 1st Tk Bn 

5) 3rd Plat, Cd 0, 1st ~ti~ank: Bn 

AttaQl:lm~nts 

1) Det 3rd PIn. t, 00 0, 3rd Engr Bn 

2) Det En 01. Tm 

3) Fe Tm, Btry I, 3m Bn, 11th Mar 

4)Det Scout Tm, Bn S-2 

5) Det Bn ~.m 

6) En Sniper Tm 

7) Det Natl POlice, BINH SON Dist 

e) Det Bn Interpreter Tm 

9) Scout Dog Tn, I Corps 

10) Sec 8lrln Morillat . ". -~ .', 

11) Det 31'lile 

12) Det ISO, 7th Mar 

J;'\ 

2. H!SSW~. ,ra BattaliQn, 7th Mar,ip-es (",)(;a~in). will conduct a sea:roh 
and destroy opera.tiQ1J: of th:TA1:i:P.Rt;J'()C'~iL)."" artd (~) v111~ complex 
located in the central sect].on ofthe:a~ .S9N Dutrlct lSee Oper-
ation OVerlay),' ,.' , 

FOR OFFICIJll" USjjj;ONL Y 

(_ AI'/"e;' d I"X ~) ) 
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• .. ",,:~ :" ...... "J •• 

~ • EXElCmION 

a.Co:ricept of Operation. During the. hours of rlarkncss on D-:o~:·two 
companies will move overland from. vicini ty of ~~) fr3? to ..... ~,ic:inityor grid 

squarroBS 5493 and BS·-5392 and es:f;abl.:Lsh assenibly~j1rea/OPt 9i.
1 
('On »'''1'1' these 

. two companies will remain cOricealed in position utilizi#~ this 
period to conduct a thorough:vistial reconnaissance of the objeotive 
area. On tho fiight of D4 these twd companies will mQ'li(j to and es­
tablish Biocld.hgpositidns ·vicini fly coordinatesB6 521896 to B6543903 
by 0400H. "nD~da.jI' (See Operation ()ijilrlay). On D-day .. dL-hour a third 
company (reih)f one aimi mortarseoi,16n~ and the Battalion Command 
Group will land by hblioopte:t' in Lnriditig 'ZOne ALl''Hl" aha search and 
destroy to the west irlto the. blocki~ pbSftloilS,. The . last four a.ir­
craft of the first wave of heliCopters ;,iiil feint' if t:t6op. landing 
at Landing Zone Bru...VO prior to ianding in tanding Zorie ALPJiA. Six 
aircraft of the second "rave will feint a troop landing at Landing 
Zone CHARLIE, after landing in Landing Zone llLPHU. f in atJ. attempt 
to deceive the cneny :into believing that the escape. 'roUtes to the 
north and south have been sealed off •. On D-day at l700H the search 
el~ent will be retracted £ro~ a landing zone to be designated for 
return to Landing Zone ROBIN 4 Prior to the search elo1'1ent being re­
tracted the two blocking c~:?anies, the 81.mrn m·:)rtar section, and 
the Battalion C::lIllnand Group will m')ve into and encirole the village 
c()I1piex in grid squares BS 5389 and B6 5489. 'Said two units will re­
!'lain in this location c'"lllocting intelligence pnd condUcting a thor­
ough search of the area until retraction by helicopter at l50dH on 
D+2 (Seo Operation Overlay). 

b. Cormany M 

1) Del?art vicinity 01' #39 at l500H on D-2 and establish an assenbly 
aroa vicinity grid square BS 5391. 

2) Rena.in concealed in assembly area on D-l utilizing this period to 
conduct a. visU<':l.l reconnaissance of the objectivo area. 

3) Depart assembly area at .220oH on D-l to arrive in blocking po­
sitions vicinity coordinates BS 527896 to BS 533901 by 0400H on 
D-day. 

4) Be prepared on order to move into the village complex in grid squar( 
square BS 5389 ane conduct clearing activities as directed, com­
!:loncing the afternoon of D-day. 

5) ,Be prepared to retract by helicopter on D+2. 

c. C onpnny I 

1) Depart vicinity 01' #39-;:t 1700H oil D-2 and establish an assembly 
area. vicinity grid square BS 5492. 

2) Renain conqealed in nssembly area on D-1 utiiizing this period 
to c~duct a visual rec:)nnaissance ·')f the objective area; 

3) Depart assenb1y area a.t 220011 on D-1 to mive in blocking 
posi tions vicinity coordinates BS 534902 to BS 54090; by 0400H 
on P·-day. 
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4) Be prep~r 6n. orae~ to nOVG ,into the ...,i;-= complex in grid 
;'" square B. 489 and cond~ct clearing acti es ns dirGctGd, 

coroencin:g the afternoon of D .. day. v 

5) Be prepared to retract by heiicopteronD+2. 

do Conpg.nyK (ReiN 

1) COrlrlcnce he1ilift fron Lg.ndingZone ROBIN to LahdingZone .At1J.HJ.. 
at 0630H on D-day. 

Upon conpletion of heli1ift ifitoLartd!ng Z0neAL~HA oondUct a 
sweep (search and destroy) to the west as indicated by the 
operation overlay. 

3) Upon canp1etion of the search and when directed, be prepared 
to retract by helicopter to Landing Zone ROBIN to resune your 
position on theMLR. 

e !3. 8100 Mortar Section 

,1) Cr)J":lJ1ence helilift fron Landing Zone RoBIN to Landing -Zrme lILl'HA 'at 
0630H on D-dny. 

2) Initially'lay guns on azinuth of 4800 nils. 

3) Be prepared to displace on order., 

4) Be prepared to provide support until D+2. 

f. C ornnand Gpup AlpOO 

1) COrlI'lence helilift fran Landing Zone ROBIN tl') Landing Zone mEA. 
at 0630R ,on D-day. 

2) '- Ini tial O~ location to be vicinity c')ordinates BS 539896. 

g. Q,nl)rdjn:atjng' Tpstmc;t; ons 

1) D.day - 11 K~rch1966 

2) L-hour - 064511 

3) Rules of engngenent - See reference (a) 

4) Lnnding Zone ~HJI. - BS 550898 

5) Landing ,Zone BRAVO- BS 533887 

6) L'and.ing ~one ORARLIE - :BS 545905 

,) Unclassified code nane of operation- "GROtIND HUG" 

8) Olose supervision will be exoroised to insure that USMC personnel 
do not destroy, ransack, throw ~bl')Ut personal belongings or co~t 
any act that w'luldbring discredit upon the U.S. GovGI'nl:lcmt. 
All seurche~ will be conducted in the presence of the rightful 
0wner and all iteos considered to be of intelligence value will 
be evacuated with the rightful owner. 
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.9)~ Restric" Targets • 

a) There will be 'no indiscrininatefiring into populated areas 
wi th"lut the express consent of the Battalion C(')nrlander. 

b) The burning "f buildings rmdhuts will not be :peroi tted with-
out the express consent of the Eo.ttp.lion Cornnrmder. . . 

c) Every effort will be Dade' to preserve intact religious, 
cuI tur1\l; nedical, public, and private installations fr·:n 
dano.ge, fir~. and destruction by any individual, weapon, or 
supporting a:m~ 

10) RODorting Instructi0ns 

0;) Tine of departure fron Battalion C1' and upon arrivnl at ob­
. jective area. 

b) 1 .. 11 enen~T sightings, contacts, and discovery of caches. 

c) All cave discoveries, 

1. Use 01~vES fornat.· 

d) rositionteports. 

thrust lines 
.. BS 540950 
- :as 540920 
- BS 540900 

e) Hourly radio checks are required. 

f) Sc!')Ut Dog ToMS assigned to Conpnnies I and M will be hcli­
lifted into the "lbjectivG area with Conpany K but .,lill be 

. turned over to Corrpanios I and M upon request. 

g) Engineer Tenns aSSigned to Conpanies I and Mwill be heli­
lifted into the objective area with Conpany K and then 
turnGd over to C 'Jflprmios I and M upon request. 

4. .iJJMINISTRltr ION .i.l'lll LOGISTICS 

a. Supply 

1) General 

a) Supnly S~cos. Internal Battalion 

b) l'"rescrlbed Loads 

Class I 

Olass II 
Class V 

- H&S (3 Mel) 
Oole (1 MOI) 
CosM&I( 6 MOl) 

- Conbat Essential 
- Basic Allowance 

4 CB.) 
------------------~------
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• 1. Request supplies to :Battalion 01' Group virt Rapid Re­
quest fomat • 

.,2. Unit,dtst:dbution by helicopter • 

.3. RlJUtine resupply requests 12 h'1Urs in advance. Ener­
ganey. requests at any tine. 

3) Suppries and Egu1nnent J~vailable 

a) Prescribed "loads. 

b) Battalion assets. 

3) Resupply. Resupply for Conpanies I and M during day of 17th 
for re~~inder of operation. Resupply for H&S on the 18th. 

b. Evacuation and HosDita.l.iza.tj on 

1) Evacua.tion. All nedioal evacuations to ''B'' Mad via helioopter. 
All Victnaoese evacuations to ~U~G NGAI. Requests via Battalion 
Conrumd Grmlp. 

2) Hospitalization. il.s detemined by ~1edioal Officer to whon eva.c­
uatorl. 

c. TransPQrtation" 

1) 15 March - Conpanies I and M by truck. Pick-up at fr0nt line 
position approxinately 1200H to NUe l'DNH Market via Battalion C~. 

2) 16 March - Qne platoon of Conpany K to Battalion C~, rolieved 
by plat,')')n of H&S, by truck. Battalion ~1l)tor Transport Officer 
station one truck at Chnpany Lis W, two trucksat Company K's 
CP, and two trucks at Battalion~, to spend night. 

3) 17 March -CoMpanjes X nnd L utilize trucks nt their OPts to 
transport one plato:'Jn of COMPany K and ronainder of COt1PrtnY' Ie 
to Landing Zone ROBIN to arrive prior t·:.") 170600H. SeMI,ld platoon 
of H&S to Conpany Kt s lines by o60eR. At 0630H holilift of Con­
pony K (Rein) with one platoon of C;JOPany L and H&S Conp8.lly (.) 

to objectiv~ area con,ences. 

4) On evening of 17 March, ·em order, Conpany K (Rein) retracts, 'tja 
helicopter to Landing Z-::me BOBIN. Platoon of C;Jnpa.ny L by truck 
to o.onpany L' s or. Ono plato::m of C nnpnny Ie, by truck to Conpany 
xt~ CPo 

5) 18 March - Battalion Mator Transport Officer provide trans"~·." 'Ii~ 
portlltion to return rene.inder of Conpany X to Conpany K's linea 
and H&S Conpany to Bn.ttalion 01>. 

5 
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6) ,19 Mc'1rc~- Re tmotion of H&SCloripany ( .. ..,l.a e onpany I, r.nd C on­
pany 11, Wn objective area to Le.nding Z"f ROBIN by helioopter. 

d. Ad.,.,inistrfl,tirm. In accordance with SOl>. Norna1 rep0rting. 

1) Unifong and Eguinnent. Utilities, flak jackets, helnet, normal 
arns and equipnent. 

2) All units naintain rear C~. 

3) No untreated local water will be consuned. 

4) '&11 PEd's.')nnel will wear identification tags. 

5. COMNJJID ~J; COlv.iliruNIC.t..TIONsJ!&LJ£TRONICS 

a.. Rn.di0 

1) Battalion Tactical Net will be on fre({'Uency n"'225. 

2) The secondary Battalion Tactical Net will be on frequency D-222. 

3) The call sign'Jf tho rear CP will be Skeptic Rear. 

4) Conpnnies will use their nor.nal call signs. 

5) Be prepared to ~ctivate a station on the Reginental Tactical Net 
ih on frequency D-l at both Skeptic cpl·S • . 

6) The 8lnn !"10rtar conduct of fire net will be on D-333. 

b. ~. Limited wire will be availa.ble within the forwarli Cl'. 

c. OQQrdinating In~trqctiQns 

1) The SOI will be used for all shackle and authentication. 

2) Pyroteohnic signals will be in accordance with the Ba ttalion OO~. 

3) The Battalion or will initially be located at coordinates BS 550940. 

. Cf/80 D~ 

DISTRIBUTION I "Special" 

c. H. BullL~~ 
Lieutenant Colonel, u,s~ ~ne Corps 

Connanding 
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• 
Time Zone. H 

1 SI1UATION • 

a.. Enemy Forces. See current ISUW s. 

b. Frteml1y FoWes 

Ii) latBn, 7th Mar 

2) 2nd Bn· , 7th l1a.r 

3) 11 th Mar Arty Gru 

4) 2nd Bn, 4th Mar 

5) MAG-36 

6) MAG-l 6 

7) 5th A.irbome Bn (ARVN) 

8) 1st En, 7th Mar Regt (ARVN) 

o •. Attachments 

1) 3rd i'lat, Co C, 1st Engr Bn 

2) FO Tm t BtJ.'Y I, 3rdBn, 11th Mar 

3) Det Natl Police, BINH SJN Dist 

4) ISO Tm, 7th Mar Regt 

5) HST t IstSP En 

2. MISSION. 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines (Rein)' in conjunction with the 5th 
Airborne Battalion, A.RVN Will oonduct a heliborne landing into Landing 
Zone ~UA.IL and then sweep to the east and southeast conducting a searoh 
8.Ild destroy operation of the NRAN BOA hamlet complex/.t.N BOA hill com­
plex located in the southwest section of the BINH SONDlstrict. 

a. Congept of Ope;rnti on. One company provide convoy escort for the 7th . 
Marine Regiment/llth Karine Artillery Group. Three companies, two sec­
tions of Slam mortars and the Battalion Command Group will be hell1ifted 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS' MlN1©~t%~£~W~~fDJ 
DEC.'LASSIFIED AFTEf; 12 YEARS. ' {:CJ:l~l!u2J~N~~~t;, 
. DOD DIB 5200.10 
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~U ~.-, ". • 
frOm 1.anding Z;ne ROBIN to Landing .Zone ~UAIL vicinity coord1natf 
BS 431867. Upon landing the Battalion will commence a search an~' 
destroy operation in conj.unction with the 5th Airborne Battal.io.n, 
to the east and southeast to seek.oUt and destroy all enemy forces 
within the objective area. '. 

b. CompanY M 

1) Depart 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines at 200330Hby vehicle with 3rd 
Battalion. 11th Marines Artillery- Group/7th Marines Command Group_ 

2) Provide convoy escort for the above organization. 

3) Provide security for the Artillery Croup at their firing -positions. 

4) l"rovidQ, Regimental Reserve. 

5) Be 'prepared to. deploy overland or, by air to theobjeotive area. 

c. C omnany .L 

1) Commence helilift from Landing Zone ROBIN to Landing ,Zone QUID 
at 201025H. 

2) Provide s~a:uri ty for Landing Zone QUAIL. 

3) On order be prepared to secure the high ground at vicinity coor­
di~~tes BS 442864 and search and destroy the hamlet oomplex at 

"l coordinates BS 446861. 

4) On order be prepared to cOnduct further search and destroy oper­
ations to the east and southeast. 

d. Company K 

1) Commence holilift from Landing Zone ROBIN to Landing Zone QUm 
at 201025H •. 

2) - On order conduct a search and destroy operation on the hamlet com .. 
plex~s vicinity coordinP.tes BS 435069 and :as 443869. 

3) Be prepared to conduot further operations to the east in conjunction 
wi th the 5th ARVN Airborne Battalion. 

e. Compand Group "A," 

1) Commence helilift from Landing Zone ROBIN to L~ding Zone QUA~ 
at 20103OH. 

2) Establish Battalion (Fwd) CP vieinit,y coordinates BS 436865. 

f. 8$ Mort Plat t 

1) ~rov1de two sections to be he1il1fted 
Landing Zone QUAIL at 20103oH. 

2 
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M~j~",' • 
-: . 2jE'stablish firing position vicinity coordinates BS 435865. 

3) Initially lay guns on azimuth of 1600 mils. 

4) Be prepared to provide HE, Wi', and illumination. 

g. . C gmpany I 

U Commence helilift from Landing Zone roBIN to Landing Zone QUAIL 
at 201045H. 

2) Move to an assembly area vicinit,y ooordinates BS 430867. 

3) Be pre~red to conduct a search and destroy cperatiom to the eas~ 
and s~theast on order • 

• j; e h. CQ1I!1!1M.d Group nn" 

1) Commenoe helilift f~om Landing Zone ROBIN' to Landing Zone Qvm 
at 20l045H. 

2) Establish a "Btl CP vicinity coordinates :BS 434864. 

i. 3rd Plat, Co C, 1st En" Bn 

1) Attaoh one engineer section to Companies I, X, and L. 

2) Attach remainder of platoon to Conrnand Group ''Bit. 

3) On order be prepared to attach one sectionot engineers to Company M. 

j. Coordinatjl1P' Instructigns 

1) D-<\ay - 20 March 1966 

2) L ':'hour - 1045H 

3) Helicopters will arrive at Landing Zone ROBIN' at rolOlsH. 

4) Helicopter Londt 1st 16 helos; 6 man teams l or 8 man teams 
thereafter 

5) Landing Zone QUAIL - B6 4,1867 

6) Unclassified oode name o~ operation _ "TEXAS'" 

7) .Rules of engagement - See reference (a) 

8) Reporting Instr!lctionS 

a) All eaemy sightings, contacts, and discovery' of ca.ches. 
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• ~. Vse SITREt' fomat. 

b) l:osition Reports 

1. Thrust Lines 
Ih - :SS 440810 
#2 - :ss 450860 
#~ - DS 460810 
#4 - BS 410860 

9) Hourly radi0 checks are required. 

• 

10) A Fire Coordination Line is established alo~g trail from DB 
430871 to BS 490880. 

4. ADMINIST~ION AND WGISTICS 

a. Su'Q,ply 

1) General 

a) Syurces or Supply 

.l.. l>rior to departure - Internal 

.2. In objective area - Regimental LSA 

b) Jl'resqribed Loads 
Class I - Com~a:ny M .. 6, meals MIC w/rueV~ 
(~. Dn {-) 4 meals MIC w!fuel 
Class n _' Combat essentU.l four days 

Individual medical outfit plua ,three days 
2 bottles water purifiCation tablets per man 
Sal t ta.blets and Clalaria pills ' 

C lass V .. Basie allowance 

2) Supplies and. Equipment Available 

a} !'rescribed loa.ds. 

b) LSA assets to include Class I; limited II and V. 

3) ,Control and DistributiQ;Q 

a) 5-4 with Battalion Commander 

b) Regiment .oordina ting 

c)U ni tdidtributionvia' helicopter 

4) Resupply 

a) Earliest resupply-anticipated D+l. 

b)Utiiize Rapid Request format. 

4 
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COJ).TFIDENT.IAL • • 
c) Routine request - 4 hours lead.time 

d) Eme~gency request - 89 state 

5) Evaouation of 11aterial 

a) Utilize Rapid Request format. 

b) Utilize tags to identify unit. 

c) Categorize as captured, for repair, excess. 

ill Captured weapons to Regiment (BINH ~N). 

6) Evacua~ion of Vietnamese (Non.-ca,sualty). All ca. tegories to Regi-
ment (13INH SON). .. . 

b. Evacuation and Hosni talizat:j.9Jl 

1) Evacllatif"lD 

a) USMC· personnel to '1]3" Med by helioopter. 

b) Vietnamese (all) to Q,UANG ~'GAI by heli,opter. 

2) Rospi talization. As directed by Medical Officer to whom evacuated. 

c. Transpgrtatiqn 

1) Company 11 - Nine trucks arrive Battalion Ct>' 0330 t. be prepared to 
join Artiller.y oonvoy at 0430 for trip to objective area. 

2) Bn 11'1'0 - 1; t:rucks arrive 06:;0, pick up Companies I, K, and L 
from positions and return to Battalion Cl" prior to 0730 • 

. 3) Companies I, Ie, and L - T() objective area by helicopter from 
Landing Zone H)BIN. 

4) All units retract upon order. 

d. i-ood Service 

1) ¥.a.in Mess feed Company M ~t 0300. 

2) Main Mess feed Companies I, K, and L upon arrival at CP, be pre­
pared to feed-lunch if weather delays operation. 

3) Line r.lesshalls feed 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines relieving units. 

e. Administration 

1) Routine by ~. 

2) Report casualties via Regimept. 

- 5 
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CONFIDEN'rIAL . . • • 3) S-l a.nd S-4 loeate personnel at ''B'f Med by 1100. 

r. Hj 8Ce] 1 angOJ~s 

I) All units matnta.inrear CP. 

21 Uniform and Equipment - Flak jaoket;utilit:f.es, hemet, normal 
~ arms and equipment, identification tags. . 

3) No raw local water will be con~Jmed. 
'. 

4) All personnel place tag with name ~ rank, serial humber, and or­
ganization in paok; 

5) Sal t t~p1ets will be utilized. 

5. CO}1}1i.ND ]JiLl COMMUNIC.A.TIONS -aECTRONICS 

a.. ~ 

1) The following nets will be activatedl 

a) Battalion Tac Net 

b) Regimental Oommand #li 57,,0 

c) 

a) 

e) 

1'), 

Regimental Command #2 2116 (D-1) 

Dl~ 40" 1 (Yl197) 

Regimental Tactical Net 39.3 (D-184)(p) 
44.4 (D ... 219)(8) 

2nd nn, 4th Mar Ta.e Net 45.8 (D-230) 

42.8(P), 41.4(8) 

.1. Ca.1I sign of advisorsl RED IfAT FIVE 

. .2. C· . 'l.VHT-r' J.T .r,b.lIllCIi!H! all Sl.gn of ARVN CPt "r.::"i.~ ,.~~ . . 
h) Bird dog aircraft 44.5 (D-22o) 

i) ED #4 396 .. 5 (W557)(.pink) 

j) TAR #2 463Ur) 5270(8) 

k) Convoy control 36.9 (D-173) 

~. Net control stations TANNIC ACID 

2) Activate convoy control at 0400. 

3) Activate all other stations at 0430 except 'a.ir nets. 

6 CO~~~ 
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• :..~ t 
4) The rear en. will Use "Skeptic Rear" as thei~ call sign,. 

5) All ~th~r frequencies and call signs remain the same. 

b. Wire, Switchboard and telephone service will be installed within 
the Ba.ttalion cp. 

o. MesSflS'€ Center 

1) Local shackle and authentication will be employed wi~hin the 
7th 11arines. 

2) RAC-60 and KAC ... 138 will. be employed on all communications ex­
ternal to the 7th Marines. 

d. Cqordinajiing Inst;ruc tions .. 

1) Resupply aircraft will activate on CompanyTac Net of company 
bei..1'lg resupplied. When the Bat,talion Cl? is to be resupplied 
the airoraft ,,1.11 aotivate on the :Battalion Tao Net. 

2) Logistics end administrative traffic to Regiment will be passed 
over Regimental Command #1. 

3) Bring three batteries per radio except for BA-3S6. 

4) Limited repair facilities will be available wi thin the Bat"!' 
talion OF. 

~ Q)11l~ :./) 
Ilf-IO::JC>~' -

• H. BODLEY 
Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. e Corps 

Comanding 

DISTRIJ3UTIONa 
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cmrcEP'1' OF OP£i:R1\.'rION 

.(OPER..,'\.TIOl·, C8ill)Camm~hcing H-Day, 3rd Bn, 7th ~Eo.rines uill provide hro 
compa.J?ies, one section_c.f 81JPill morta.r~, ar.d a B:.J. Comm.?Jl~ G-ro1.~p on a 
j.oint USl:lC!ll.RVJlT-PAT-:-PF,.secu:ri. ty type oper.3.tion·designed -j:;o ifls:ure the. 
tarmers or the Bi!?Ji3.o#.Distri·ct protection from the VC while ha:::-ves·ting 
their sugar. cane and cUtting dOvm th~ heaVy vegetation aboundi.P.g route #1 
that aftordsthe VC numerous hiding and 'ambush sites.' . 

, ." '. .' '. . .: . 

, ~s indic§:ted 'by the opera ti~n -·overlay t one company, in conjunctiop. v-ri. th 
PAT/PF personnel, vlill, establish a perimeter around the harvesters vlhile 
the other company· will be utilized. for fan patro~1in~, _. outpos ting and 
ambushes~ 

It is 8ll ti cira ted that this operation i"rill he C on-duci;ed during the period 
of ll-llt l!arcil. 1966., 
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HEADQ.UAR~ERS 

3rd. Battalion,' 7th Marines 
1st MarilleDivisian (Rein) FMF 

Fro, 'San FranciscQ 9660'2 

Commanding Officer 
COPlIDanding General, 
C ommanci.ing Officer, 

1st MRrine Division (Rein) FEF 
7th ~1qrines 

Subj= Combat Oneratfons After Action Report 
. : ~ 

3sRlffi 'hws 
}480 
7 .A.pr~966 

( 

Ref: ,(a) HAPs TRA BONG and MY L,A!, 1701:, 1150,000, Sheets 6756 I and IT 

1. 0:oe:r;:atiQtl "C&W' nrovided securi tYj for sugar cane, harvesters. 

2. l10800H to l4l70oH March 1966 • 

. 3.f Q,UANG UGA.I Province" BINHSON District, BINH THANH Yillage 

4. Lieutenant Colonel C. H. BOD~EY 
. '6 

~.. Task Organizatido . 
3rd Bn , 7th Mar 
Det 3:rd I>lat, C~ C, 1st Engr En 
Det Scout Dogs, I Corps 
Det Natl Police, BINH SON Dist 
3 I'd., Plat, CoB, 1st TkBn 
3rd PlR.t, Co C, 1st AT Bn 
D et ISO, 7th MI;tI' 
l?F /PAT Plat, BINH SON Dist 
Det ARVN Intel, 2nd Inf Div, Q.UANG UGAI 
Det ARVN Ps:J#ar Tm, 2nd Inf Div, QUANG NGAI 

6. SllPIlorting F orces 

• ;i 

a. Ajr (CbrQnQIQ~jcaJ utili za.t:i.ruU.. Throughout the operation the re­
sn~nse times for med-evacs were minimal. At 1108l5H an emergency med-evCll.C.. 
reQuest for four ARVN nersonnel was requested. The mission. was completfd . .#~ 
110845H. an h>l'o more occasions that day, emergency med-evacs were requrce:te&, 
Th", response time for each was only "26 minutes., " 

At 120830H tvo UHIE' s attaC!kctt a trenchlille at BS 582923 with Mp60 --_ 
machineguns A.nd rockets, resul ting:Ln two Vc n..:.. ·'and possibl~r two more. --rt-£. 
pilots deliVered one \'1Ounded VC with weapon a~d cartridge be~ t to the 3,;-·A l' 
Ba ttf'lion, 7th Harines CJ>. At 121305H h.fO Uli·,..lE' s arid two A-4E' 8, a,ttacit:C .. 
troops at coordinates BS' 575932 with~Omm guns, Md rockets. ' "The 'area~(:&<~ ",#'''J~?­
pletely neutralized. On hlC) occasions during the same da.y meg-evac hel;-­
cOTlters '.,ere requested. The average response time .. ras 28 minutes. 

o 

(J1rYfit d ;'cX Ce) ) ,0 
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.' - \ ". ()n 1~ Ma.Y.'ch the only air acttvi ty was med-evacs. On four sepnrate . 
~casicns emergency meil.evacs were request!3d with an average response time 
of ~1j minutes. ' :~ 

b. t.~tUl~ry , 

1.), The FSCC (F~;T(1J was established ~bout llOOOoH at 135 592934. The 
11th Marines Artillery.c,,~:rhun and one section or' 8lmm Mortar0Platoon p }rd B~~ 
talion t 7th lv1ar i nes provided fire support. " ... ". 

~,. . .. 

\j' i) At lluooH the 11th Ha,rine Artillery Group. commenced firing H&l:. 
fires in ihe Battalion area of operations. .1st Battalion, 7th Marines. cle~4 
and fi'red H&I fires on targets p~ovided by 13INH SON District Intelligence •. 

\ . 

3} A,t l~9lQH an artillery, fire mission was called on a VO plat~ 
tn the open at coordinates B3 584923. At 120915R "another mission was' rir~ 

· at coo'l'~inates BS 573923 at a VCa;ssembly area •. At l2ll2Oh in the ViC. i~i t'H.: 

of BS 510940 a recon by fire was called. At l21400R Rosemont (1lO) observE~'f \. 
five VC l'UIlning vi th rifles 2.hd called a fire' IIlission coordinates BS 5(,S9~ t 

The N) lost the target in a op.ne field and was .. Unable to make a surveillrui£.e.· 
E&I fi1'9$ COr1llnenced at 122100R in the operation area. 

4)D~ing the night of 13 March considerable activity took place i'v.... 
'~he nOrthern s~cl~or of' the area of' 'o:oeration~ 4 VC sqUa4 ~I:J..S reported to' £, ~ 
isssembl1ng aroWi4 coordinatesB5 569946 by BINHSONDistrict Headquarters­
J~t ,l~'~ a Z~rl~{ coverage type fi~e"mission Wf.J.s ca1\ed in that vicinity." ' 

· J~.t 1 ~2156,I:·"art:i~iery. illumination was fired at coordinates BS· 574965 on s,u$­
::p~cted en6l'iiYl1lbiemo1!t. At l3220sH the section .of eIinm morta.;'s. fired illt1jh\.­
nation at.mspff,9tedVC> movemep,t at vicinity BS 574965~ ~t l322lOH Ra~orb~ 
,atrol spotted ten to twelve then moving .in: the northern sector of the Op~IO", 
ar8a. Search)'igh'ts from t.anks were '\1tilhed to detect the YO and an 8l.mn!\; 
Mission called '~i; coordinates B5 574953.· This p:toved 1;0 be a:: very effechv,( 
Inctho<1 of fire u.:e~lizing the, sear chligh t, the forwa.rd observer wa.s ablo t 6' . 
o~servo the target continually ~nd adjust the'rpunds accordingly. At 132~ 
Ulumina~ion va~ fired at coordinates B5 577953 at suspected VC movement pr 
the JIlo:r;tar s8chon.' 

" 5)0 l.t 140920H ;:th~ 8lmrt mortars fired illumination, in support of o-.V\. 
an'Dush patrol vicinity :¢oordinates BS 517898. Three VC guzl el'lplacements' We...M: 
discovered at BS 555911 by Rosemont (J.O). At 040600H <m unopserved fire ri' jS­
sian was called to preolude the VC f;rom setting up mortars. .t..t 140830H 
another artillery mission was called at BS 573923 at,a knO\in VC mortar p~-­
sition. It() movementvM detected and no mortar fire received from:this<BJ·~.J 
At ld160dItwo. VO were ~s!,otteO: and a.ri artillery mission "laS oalled in ·the 
vic5.nity BS551992. The enemy escaped into cane fields.' A search of the q"r-€A... 
was conducted vrith negative r~~ults. ' . 

, . . 6) At 19'17~~ the FS~i~' (Fwd,) seoured from the .operation and retu..r~t<.~ 
to the ~rd Battalion, 7th Marines cp. 

7) All missions from supporting arms were accurate' an~\deliverefJ( 
nuickly.· The eoction of.tho 8lmm Mortar Platoond,id a particularly fine J~b 

· of· shooting and \llustratedtheir role RS a quiok response weapon. The J~ It -

~ J 
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lige:n.ce section of ~mHI J)istr~:t provided the FDC Wi.evera.1targe't~ 
which were fired a.s observed missions or H&II s ooth in 3rd Battalion, 7t,iil' 
Marine~ area of operations and in the area controlled oy the 1st Battalion, 
Naxines. During Operation "C&H1l a tota.l of nine artillery and four 8lmm 
mortar fire missions were cleared by the FSeO. No confirmed enemy ca.sualtie 
Were attributed to artillery or mortars but in many instances evidence of 
wounded enemy personnel was found during sweeps of the ta:rget areas. 

7. J.D,tellieence 

a. ~lwte of va Stllengj;~ Disposition. and Loca.tion prior. to :n-~ 

1) This Eattalionhad the advantage in this operation of operatin€: I'y) 

an area. in -which many patrols of platoon and compan;)T' size had. previously been, 
conducted. F'urther, cno Battalion and one Regimental sized operation hada.tre",j 'f 
been conducted in the same vicinity. Familiarity -with tl1e area -was extrernel'f f'-\'," 
valuable, but, the intelligence gained from these operat ions proved even ,moM!.- ,:t~:~'':~ 
valuable. The T-191t:lcal Force Company was known to bathe major ve force in' ;" 
the area" with a headquarters in the vicinity of BS 5392 and elements oper'-

. ating as far east as National Route #1, south to the TRA BONG River, a.ndno",+~ 
to 'the TRI EINH Hamlets (vicinit'y BS 5697). The objective area for the or £.<'­

ation was the easternmost portion of the T-19 Company's area of operation. 
Recent heavy patrolling ,in the northern portion of the objective area jus~ 
~J;;i.or to the operation disclosed that the VO were expanding their influenoC.-'£.. _ 
;lJ;t 'jihe axea considerably. Two large company patrols in the PHD IE-PHUOC AiJ 
~U .TU area netted a total of over 100 VO and' ves, most,of':Tho~, were or LA-'U(., 

,~~speoted of being membersDf various VO poli;tical and economic groups. Tk1 
told a consistent story of recent increases in all types of VO activity, in 
eluding the .establishment of hamlet guerriila squads in each of the haml!?+­
"I'Titp,in the area,sharp increases in the amount of fortifications that th€"V~' ... 
~er~,preparing with forced labor, and an increase in ~he amount of propo6~~": 
~i~ng conducted by ve ca~es. 

" . 'j 

, 2) For several months prior t~ the operation, B:rnH SON District i"7-
telligence sources had reported various unidentified ve platoon and compat""1 
sized units in the area just west of the railway near the objective ares. bf.{o~ 
the commencement of the operation, one platoon was reported in the PHU Lf.­
PHUOC AN axea (vicinity BS 5694) and another in the TIEI.'{ DAG-FRUOe THUAN ~Ck­
(vicinity ES 5782). The existence <?f these \mits was considered highly. f 
:probable, due to :£riendly patrol contacts with well armed units of near r 4--

toon size. . 

3) Theoperation was primarily designed to provide' secmrity to ~J,/ 
Cane cutters removing sugaJ;' cane from the ',area adjacent to National Rou~ 1.­
:::-ather than to make c cint act with:,major vc forces. However, it was antit:..i~,,1 
that the local force guerrillas -WOUld join with the hamlet guerrillas w 0-\1\ 

effort to curtail as much of the work as possible:"Thi~<) ,estimate proveP( ill bE. €..S-
santially correct. ' 'j 

~ ., 
Z,::, 

b. Y.Q Strength and .Actiyit¥" dprin~ llpera;tjon 
'0 

iY The BINH SOH District Chief " Captain LONG, ~rganized a for~E.. 
better than 2,000 workers from several villages around BDm SON DistricA-

. ~ 

~~ 
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effect the caneot1tting. '~c1:~stabJ;y en().ilgh" ·~h~· wOrdgot.t to VO forcos 
that a Jnii"jor cane cutting prO:~i'~t,was Uil.derwa¥.~irt¢e ·t"l0 reinforced l'hrine . 
rifie com-panics, plus s'izable i>O'pu1ar :Force .~. PAT forces were Us.ed to pro­
vi,des(3curity, there was lit,ti9~l;).at the VCCO\lld ·dO. 'to. ,stop the a·aile outting 
by dircQt. att,~ck.· . They werefaj:Q~d to utilize 'harassingsrtiperi'ire, to 'dis.- . 
tract Marille·securi ty elcments;:.~~~,:tb m:iino an,d"('l:j'o-obytrap' to 'terrorize the 'Co IllZ 
cutter~themsolves. PM lattfi:f"'Cactic was empio:reci with fair success. 

2.) Just after- the· bper~:t$bnbeg~.a:t6750 o~l):"day,t.he .~~ SQt;t Dis 
triqt. Chief., Capt am ·LONG,~AA.:·p~~~s~diJ.:lg west<on;a. ,s¢qdh4a.'#Y~oaa!approximat ~ II( 
100',mete;¢s west of Route #1 (viC':i!,$tt :gS59I~~~t-.; Dr~:' """";:a 314: i'on trucJ( 
with a d,tiver and .two ot~er~~~-~~etOt:lated0~~: ,antt-:.', ,C'. ",::." ~ine. , The. 
actual type and sJ:ze of the, d~~e:~'(foI11d not )iedeterm:t~,,-i,but l:~; was estl.:-­
mated to be at :h ast 66 p01.)llds of concentrate;d. eXp'losives.";·".It blew the Vehicle 
1;5 feet frornthopo,~'t:~P.t ;liiPilCt, . complct$1& 'Wr9cltiAtg it<ji!'8.rld produced a crate ~ 

~our feet deep and' .tj:,v~ "feet in diameter. ',:All four riders in the vehicle were 
Woundod, two very sodously. Tho wounding d:t; thebistriC,t Chief had an under 
,standably detrimental effect, on the cane cutt~fs t wiiiiilgness' to continue wit ~ 
',;;;i!I;tlQ:. operation.The;~F:t3.ttempteq.'t.o 'depaxt the area and werc only stopped by 
"B11.mr SQN offie ials ~;N~,th ~ea~;:~t"£f'i6U:1ty. Province Headquarters at \iUAUG NG11 I 
pro~ided: a roplace!.itent th~7:a$ie day arid stability was re-established with his 
arrl.val. "'i,~;' , 

f~)::,)~oughout the operation, the VG made extensive use of, booby traps; 
to harass''''-vD»:kp:t'~ e.nd.s~urit~':'foroes. A total ot 12 anti~personnel booby 
t:r;aps were ebcdqp.tered,!"'t~;It<i.f~~hfch 'Were unilitentionally detonated, producirl6 
four Marine woun.a~d, oneJ;~~lajrFo:toe wounded and one dead, and six Civilian 
wounded and one d~ad. '~k six civiliah wounded and ona doad were as a result 
of the de.to~t~~·,9f;~~#,~ H-26 booby trap, on DT}. This incident occured when Ci 

tight g;roUpof~,~e ,e!i~-t;ers detonated the device while working; it produced a 
panic·"a.mong,~'~'·~,-Eiirig \~9~,~~rs that was brought under control only -With con-

,.idorablo,et~:.,: "'~'?~}~~;r of BlNH SON offioials. . 

4) ~e:7~~lydii-~tcOIrtapt ma.d~With: ,tho VGduring the course of tho 
operation were:throe incidents 0:£ light but fa.irly accurate sniper fire, plus 
one incident' ;',;\dair,ly:iJwa:vy VC ·automatic weapons fire. All four of tho con­
tacts were f~''- hiiJ;~:Triend1Y elements were moving in or around the western 
periph "of t)je ppj-ective area to provide 'a security sereen for cane .utters 
b~9~,,;; to th~:,ea.stof them •. .An J.lO working witl1 the Battalion on the 12th 
noi:f'eed·three Vein atronph (viCinity BS 582923) and attacked with rockets 
and machinoguns..Two vb werekilled::.~ another wQ,!:Wled. The wounded VC \.TaS 
captured, along with two 'weapons, w~n the, aircra.ft;i~ded at the scene. It' 
is estimated that no more than two;v'O platoons were>~ or near th~ objective 
area during the course of the operation. ,,'. 

c. VC Units Identified 
o '. . . . 

1) No organized regu.lar'Va units were: ide~t:ii'ied dw:-ing the ,op~eratioN 
althoughseverCl:llocnl gueI'r;i:l;:la units were' at least~U~ ident:ili'ea-., ,1\ 
VC p+atoon leader, or per,~ps mor~:{~operl¥; a low-lev~ org~:i.zer of" seve;,.-c.'l . 
,ha.tnletguerrilla. squads, 'was'capt~-()n Dtl. L). the: oourse. of inte,ftogat±6n·::;,. 
by attached BDiIH SON ljE!:tionl:iiI Pol,iW';:'-stated that~'he' Rnew of two Local Fo:r;:d"$ 
companios operating ;to the west~:s6u.'thwest":.Q:t' th~ objeot iva area. These' 

. ,~:~ L" ',"/--
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• 'dare allogodly oallod t~ 'Cong Tyl1 COID":)a.n.Y and. tho IIn!·;ChimtIl Company. 
The arc~ of op~rations of the Cong Ty Company was described and matches very 
~losely the known operating arca of tho T-19 CompaIl¥, suggesting strongly 
that the two Units arc in fact tho Samc~ He also sta.ted that tho Dinh Chinn 
Company opera.ted in tho TliU PHUOC area. This area had been the source of 
several unconfirmod reports of company sized units. The report of the Dian 
Ohinn Company only tends to confirm these reports~ 

d. ~t~llig6DGe Ga~d 

. 1) A total of 11 vee and 61 VCS were captured on this op,eration. ~~ 
most significant vee were .the VC soldier capturod by the helicopter crew and 
the ":platoon leader" t both previously mentioned, and a va tax collector. FtoW/ 
these three thore was gathered several dozen names of other va personaliti0S 
plus l~it:d.data in their methods of operation: ~ight ~ther capti:e~ were I 
also class~f1f;)d as vee due to admitted membersh~p m var~ous va poh t~oal E.v4 
economic associations. S~y-one ves were returned to ~£ during the oper~ 
ation for suspected membership in VC· associations or otherVC affiliationsl 

2) va population controi in this area is surprisingly strong for ()..N 

area so close to areas under government oontrol. Hamlets, with tho exceptqC/l\( 
of those right on National Route III are entered regularly by the VC for tax fN~ 
propoganiizing, and forced labor pllXposes. The people in this area SCem \-JeLL 
under the control of the VO cadres operating in their midst. 

3) There is e~ extensive va fortification program being conducted 
particularly in the westernmost 'Portion of the objective area.. The effort 
se~ms to be presently confined to trenches, foxholes, and man-traps. In t.ile 
PHU LE hamlets, deep ~ell-constructed, trenches completely surround'ouch of~~ 
throe hamlets. They are from four to five feet deep and two to three fae·t 
in circumference. Foxholes of a depth of three to five feet a.nd. two to ~,tte. t­
feet in diameter abound along all trails in this area. At least 80 man-t~A- r:l 

pits six to soven foet deep and threoto four feet square, filled with sh~~~ 
paned bamboo spears and wood with straw matting camouflaged with dirt, s~¢.t.:~ 
from BS 585937 to BS 519938. A majority of those 'Workings apPG8X now and 
are obviously engineered for military defensive purposes. 

4) Fossibly the most significant intelligence gained during the o~()R.. ~ 
ation came in the form ofnrunes of VC cadre, guerrillast and sympathizers. r 
100 such munes were acquired in tho course of interrogations and were adJed 
the unit's blacklist for use by patrols in the aroa. 

0. Terrain 

1) CTHjcal Terrain. The entirity of the objective' area is flat .ft<t~NI 
land spotted ,with typical Vietnamese hamlets. The hamlets themselves car<' ,st; 
considered critical terrain, as well as a raised railway embankment that IS 
tho western bound&xy of the objective area. 

2) Pbservation and Fields of Firth Observation and. fields· 6f t'f/-.e. 
from the raised portions of the western railway embankment and both cnst .HA,d 
west from Route #1 are good. The central portion of the ~.rea provides f¢o:)"­
observation and fields of fire duo to hamlets and some aane.fields. 
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3) Cove; Md 'ncea~. Good cover and c1ncllment e..re provided 
by trenches in the PHU 18 hamlets. Good cover and excellent concoalment are 
provided by the hamlets end their natural vegetation. 

4) ObBtacles. Na.tura.l obsta.cles wexe the hedgerows, water-filled 
pe.ddies t and romaining c[1Jlefio1(10. Nan-made obstacles are the bamboc and willte 
fences whioh surrGtmd portio!!s of every hamlet in the area. 

5) Aycnuc!,3 of ADproac~lo National Route 1h is the best a.venuo of ap­
proach into tho area from both north and. south. This fair quality hard surf.rle-t. 
road will accoDodate all standard U.S. tracked and wheeled vehicles. 

o. We§M~;r.:. Weather during this operation was generally excellent. No 
precipitation was encountered. Thore were usually clear skies, and on thos e . 
occasions when clouds 'IItere present, they were from 2000 feet to 3000 feet ctl<;:] 
broken, presenting no impediment to infantry or air operations. The tempe~~­
turc ranged froll the low 70's at night to the mid-90's at mid-day. Humidit Y' 
averaged 80"~. 

8. Mi..ssion. 3rd Battalion, 7th ~'U'incs provide security for sugar cane h.9..e­
vesters in the central section of the BlliE SON District, QUANG NG1~I Provim!.e .. 

9. Cnnnept of OporatjQP_ On the afternoon of D-l two companies departed 
vicinity coordim~tes BS 575969. One company established a blocking positjt'N 
viCinity coordinates BS 575925 to BS 583916. The second comp~ swept Ov(~­
land from vicinity coordinates BS 594930 through the blocking position. ] ~On'f 
D-day until the con~letion of the operation on D+2 two companies plus thr0e 
platoons of paT IS, a PF P.l.atoon, and a light section of Ontos. provided se 
curity for tho harvest by establishing a perimeter around the cutters, rW,\I'I'U":1 

.. fan patrols andswoeping tho cane areas prior to the harvesters mitering tA.e 
a:rea. 

10. Execution 

a. £Lenn.1J;Js.. The siege of Viet Cong sabotage, terror and haxrasment a..Lo.-)1 
Uational Highway #1 necessitated a requirement for a joint effort to deny ~~ oe 
VC of this refuge aroa. The Viet Cong have been using thisodense vegetatecl 

aroa as a sanctuary to harass and snipe at all. traffic and Marine :patrols 
moving s.long or near National Highway #1. The farmers in the area wore (J(J.;eliL 
to harvest their sugar cano crop but the VG by means of threats and e..cts ~.r­
violence prevented them froma.ccomplishing this beca.use it would deny thl:. ile 
the use of this area for harboring sites and ambush positions. 1>. joint cow-
ferenco was hold on 5 Narch with the District Chief of DINH SON to develof~ 
plan whereby the entire area between tho TRb BONG River, the railroad t~cl!s 
National BighWSiY #1 and the southern base of OP #39··within 3rd. Battalion, ·1~ 
Marines TAOR would be sectioned into five distinct areas. All sugar cane. 
fields within the total area were to be cut within a five day poriod. J+wtfS 
anticipated the.t at least ono seDti0n could be completed eaoh day uti1i~ III/~ 
some 2,000 harvesters. The District Chief assumed the resp onsibility fOR J!.<: 
cruiting, organizing andbilleting the harvesters~ He also agreed to protled.e.. 
three platoons of Pii.T 1 s- and a platoon of PF's. He further agreed to as~,'l..v 
intelligence and psychological war£are specialists as well as N~tional ~llee 
to tho Cor:unand Group. . It was decided that a Marine Liaison Officer, int~,(!. 
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preteI.' and radio operator from this Command would be a.hed to the P.hTts 
tp provide lie.ison and coordinate a.ctivities between the Marine and Vietnam­
ese units. In addition, this Command agreed to provide tW() rifle dompanies, 
a section of 81mm mortars, and a Comn~d Group for security and c00rdination 
of the operation. The concept. of operations was developed by 8 March and. tho 
plan was executed on 10 March (D-l). 

D-l, 10 March 1966. On the afternoon of D-l, Companies K and L con­
ducted a hammer and anvil type operation v~thin grid square BS 5892 in the 
northwest portion of BS 5992 and the aQuthec:,st portion of BS 5893. Enroute 
to the objective area Company K refeived sniper fire at coordinates BS 5689·t~1 
BS 570935, BS 573937, BS 573935 and BS 574924 resulting tn one friendly WU' 
med··evac. COmpany K called in four artillery missions and returned small 2A;n $ 

fire •. A search of thd area failed to reveal evidence of VO casualties. 

c. D-d~ 1,1. :Haxch 1966. At 0700 Companies L and K commenced 8weepin~ +-J,.. e 
area designated to be harvested the first d~ (See Operation Overlay). ThG 

. sweep ended at 0900 with negative contacts. l~t 01'30 Command Group ".i.," rein­
foroed with one platoon from H&S Company arrived in the objective area and 
established a CP vicinity coordinates BS 590934. At 0750 a truck (PersonneL 
Carrier) containing the District Chief of BINH SON detonated a mine viciniry 
coordinates BS 591935 resulting in four Wr;./med-evaJJs (District Chief and ? 
~i).· At 0754 the Skeptic (Fwd) OP received a light volume of sniper fir( 
from vicinity coordinates BS 587935. PF/p~T personnel returned fire and 
swept the area with negative results. .&t 0900 Oompany K, vicinity cQordin/tl'eS 
BS 592928, sustained one WIA!med-evac resulting from a booby trap at 1005. 
Company K received sniper fire ire·m vicinity coordinates BS 587925 resulti/<";f 
in one friendly Wli!med-evac. Elements of Compa.n;y K returned fire and 8WfJf"r 

tho area but failed to find evidence of any va casualtios. i.t 1040 a ComrA-fl.f,( 
LOP observed and took under fire four VO with weapons and two VO without 
weapcns vicinity coordinates BS S8992§. The VO broke contact and depart~ 
from the area. bt 1525 Company K received sniper fire from B8 587922 res lJJ·fi/.f1 
in one friendly Wll/mod-evac. Elements of Company K returned fire and swePT 
tho area but the sniper fled into the jungle growth and disappeared. 11p­
proxinately one and a. half hours later elements of Company K captured one 'vet;) 
in the vicinity fJf where the sniper fire came from. The VCS hrtd a shrapneL. 
wound in his chest. j.t 1915 an interrogation of a ves revealed the possil-;J/ty 
of a VC platoon located a.t DS 56892.8. 1n artillery mission was fired on.f/., e. 
coordinates but a search of the area at d~light fa.iled to produce ffidene€ 
of VC oasualties. 1:... total of 18 ves were captured on D-day, all of Whom 
were locally interrogate(l., tagged, and sent to ,I'd ~T 1'01' further prOCerSfAJ'j' 
By the end of the first day, the harvesting foroe totaled approximately 16'00 
personnel. No VC activity was reported on tho night of D-day or the earLy 
morning hours of 1)+1. 

o. D+ 1, 12 Kveh J.966. i.t 0820 a UHlE observed and took under fire by 3 
VC with wcaprms in a trench at BS 582923 resulting in two VO I\I..I:I. and one V C. 
WIA.. The VO WIA was captured by the UlUE personnel and returned to the .3/) 
CPo lit 08}0 the URlE spotted eight VC at BS 582923, took them under fiJe· CA.pJ 
reported killing two VC. At 1235 elements of Company L were taken unde!. .f~.e..e 
by automatic weapons from BS 516940 resulting in one friendly WIh!med-e, AC -

Oompany L returned fire and callod. in an air strike on the fleeing VO. A 
soarch of the area failed to produce evidence of VC casualties. At 1215 "" 
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•• •• • compos~te UIut c0mposed of one ple.toon of Company I an . e platoon o~ Compan~r 
Mde~p~ed the Skeptic (Rear) cP,by helicopter and established blocking po­
sitions vicinity coordinates BS 558931 to BS 561943. Company L swept from 
BS 550940 through the blocking positions but did not make any oontactsL.cbl.ril".~ 
the sweep. At 1305 an air strike was called on 15 to 20 va at BS 575932. 
Covo:rage was axccllent. }To bodies wore found by Company L when t he area 
'Nas seexchod but three 12,rge blood stains were located. i.t 1945 a BJNH SON 
National Policenan stepped in a punji trap at BS 584926 and 'had to be evac­
uated by air. Ho oth~r activity was reported on the night of D+1 or the e~l,p 
morning hou~s of ]+2. ~ the Gnd of D+l the harvesting fo~ce had grown to 
2,050 •. l,).t this point the aroa harvested was estimated to be one' hc.'1,lf a day 
shor~ of the planned harvesting schedule. 

d. :0+2, 13 J:lIarch, 196.6. l~t 0915 Company K captured one VCS. hiding in a 
cane field at BS 581946. The ves was questioned, tagged, and turned over t 
31.'d IT!' for processing. 1l.t 0930 an AO reported to Regimental 8-2 upon land­
ing that, he observed 35 to 40 people digging gun positions being guarded b~' 
six to sGven uniformed VC at BS 550913. .hn i~O was req,u6sted to obscrved.thc 
area - all personnel ked left the area - an artillery mission was fired w:tt'h 
good coverage on the' area. .I.t approximately 1045 one of the harvesters deT­
onated. a booby trap in~the cane field. This panicked the harvesters and t~.e.r' 
refused to retuinto the cane fields. i:..t 1235 one Marino from H&S Compan;y 
was \vD.jmed-evac .Then a booby trap detonated as he passed through a gate. 
1400 Company K suste.incd two 'WI.t./med-evaos when amino deteotor tripped a 
booby trap at BS 588944. At 151~ ~llle PF was killod wh~n he triJ?ped a boo~y J. 
trap, at BS 586944. No othor act~ntywas reported dur~ng the mght of D+", #rf 
tho ccr~ morning hours of D+3. 

e. D+3. 14 llfarch 1966. l.t 1000 e1enents of Company L observed three ~ 
at BS 527927. \~Gn told to hP_1t the VCS flod end wer~ then taken under fi~ 
One of tho VCS was shot in the leg and the other two "TOre captured. The -()~ 
'tJI1l was med-evaced anc1 the other two ves were turned OVer to the National 
Police for Questioning and le.ter transferred to 3rd ITT. .At 1545 the Sco"r 
Dog handlers spotted and challengod two ves at BS 565937. The ves fled 3('(d 
Were ta..kon Wlder fire. 1 .. search of tho area failed to reveal evidence Df /tR>~ 
casualtios. Operation II~H" ended at 1730 and by 2030 all elements of 3rd 
Battalion, 7th Narinos had returned to tho Battalion CPo 

11. Rosultp 

a. Friend1;y U.S, FriemUy VN 

1) KIl~ : 1 3 (PF-2, Civ-l) 

2) WI.l.~ 7 8 (PF-4, Civ-4) 

3) rID:. ; none None 

4) KBl~~ None None 

5) Equipment/~~teria1 1 pC Truck 
'1 Losses: None') 
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~) KIl.. : 'Unknown 

2) DOW: 1 

4) 1m ~ Unknown 

5) KB~: 10 (2 possible) 

9) WBi,,: 1 

7) CaFtured vcc: 11 

8) Captured YOS: 60 

9) Captured Equipment; 

12. .I.dt1.inistrativG- lYIatters 

.-' 

• 

1 U.S. Rifle, Gal .30,Ml 
1 U.S. H1 carbine 
1 U.S. cartridge belt, Ml 
1 va gas mask 

a. During Opcrr.tion tI~H" the Battali()n experienoed no logistical pr(Jb/~I'1S 
Resupp~ was accomplished without tho use of air. Trucks delivered the r~~ 
supply to the Battalion (hd) OP on the 12th, 13th, and 14th. Further dig­
tribution to Company K on the 12th was made by use of the harvesters onrolJ.te 
to the cane fields. -Distribution was otherwise made by elements of tho c~ 
penios coming into the Battalion (FWd) CP and carrying the supplies out to .-e their respective company positions~ 

b. The detachment of Compf:'.ny C, 1st Engineer Battalion was particulerJ~ 
helpful to the Battalion OP gr0q-p. When moving to tho second Cl? site, en:~;­
necrs who were utilizing the i>.N/PRC-153 mine detector overlooked a boobyf~P 
when attempting to check out a hcavilyba:rb wired gate. The detector prQ'1ItO 

to be inadoquate for this type of bopby trap detection. Ehginecrs blew sli'/­
eral booby traps in the vicinity of the second CP site. 

c. Retraction wa.s made by trucks cOlnmencing at 141730. The retract(t>tJ 
was cnnploted by 142000. 

l;. ~91?1 EQMipment!Technigues 

a. Two scout dog teams were utilized. Their effectiveness was agai~ 
demonstrated when on numerous occasions the dogs alerted their handlers 01 
indigenous personnel were approaching or hiding in the vicinity of 11ari~e , 
personnel. ilnothor advantage of employing the scout dog is that capturl1d Ye.> 
have shown a definite fear and respect of the animal and thGrefore arc Jess 
apt t~ attempt an escape while the dogs are present. 

9, 
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b. The employment-of LOts periodically on this op!lltion added greatly 

in the calling and observing of artillery Llissions. The 1:.0 t s in addition 
provided accurate and rapid observation that would otherwise not have been 
a;vailQble due to the thick vogetation and rolling terrain in the objective 
~~a. 

14. Commander 1 s 1..nallPi.a. Several problems axoso in the course of tho oper­
ation that, unresolved could havo materially hampered the success. 

e. The anticipated capaoity and otficie~y of the Vietnamese cutters ~ 
over-estimated by District Headquarters. The work SChedule f~~m necessity k~" 
to be revised and the cutter teams reorganized. 

'0. During the early morning hours on the first d8iY of the operation, 
while organizing the workers, the Distriot Chief was Bevere~ wounded along 
with three other Vietnamese military men when their 3/4 ton vehicle detonat~~ 
a mine. This had an adverse effect upon the harvesters. Through the effort:-S 

of the Jlssistant District Chief and the Marines in the area the villagers i,..e.Je.(e 

encouraged to continue vlith the harvest. 

o. % mid-dew of the first day only about 1,000 harvesters had axrived 
prepared ~c' work. By late afternoon, however, as a result of the efforts I()+ 
psychological warfare team, approximately 2,050 men, women,and children 'Wi>l("G. 

harvesting cane and outting all other 'Vogo tation between the National Higl:t w a.1 
and the railroad. 

d. i.bout mid-morning on the third day of harvesting a booby trap was 
detonated in the cane field by one of the harvesters killing one and seri~~/f 
wounding four others. Further investigation revealed additional booby triAp ~ 
in adjacent cane fields. The presence of the booby traps panicked the hE~­
vosters into refusing to return to the oane fields. .he an interim measur~ 
the District Chief persuaded the 'Villagers to remain in the area and con-
tinue to cut all other standing vegetation e.round the hamlets. This in itse..//­
was a psychological victory for the government and a def~at for the Viet ~vn1 

e. 1m attempt was oado to burn a. teat plot of sU€B.r cane. One PopuJ4v 
Force man was killed E:.l1C. another injured when the fire detonated a booby-b ....... p. 
It became evident that the area. would have to be Cleared of all booby traps 
rapidly and the cutters given renewed confidence or the operation would te.-­
ninate on an unsuccessful note. J.. platoon of tanks was quickly divol'ted-f..c, 
the area. The tanks moved through the fields rolling the cane down with-lhL 
tracks and crushing 01' detonating the booby traps. This proved to be a ~!f;nl 
safe find effective method of clearing large areas within a short period 01= 'rIm,; 
and the cutters were able to salvage tho cane. 

f. Because of the close coordination and cooperation between the IJitltl 
the USMC units, a:ny problems tht1.t arose were resolvGd rapidly on the spe" 
The h8xmonious climate generated by this joint effort is expected to car~r 
over into other axeas of mutual interest. 

CNM£/ 
C-. H. BODIE~ 
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. e t 
_ 6. SmwminB Fprpep r 

,t· 

a. hit (CbronolQiiCal utilization} 

201040 - 3rd :Ba.ttalion, 7th lia.r1nes began its lift from Lending ~one 
lOBIN to the objootive area tor Operatio1\ "TEXAS", Tne lift was completed at 
201150. 

201430 - ALO SUbmitted priority helicopter request tor transfer of two 
platoons or Comp~ I Md one section or 8l.Il1r.l mortars to Bill 141. The heli­
copters arrived at 201600 and completed the transfer at 201645~ 

211540 ... (bmpal\Y L reqUested med-evab tdr one U.S. tor leg wounds. Mad. 
evac was completed at Z1l605. ""'>' 

211625 .. Co~al\Y L roquested 8etO£€ency nied-evac tor ti'te U.S. caiJuelt:1et 
1'he med-avec was partially completed at 211650. Thehelicopters returned a.t 
211730 but were unable to land because the laming zone was not secure..il.t '4 

211915 two heliCOpters landed a.t Comp8Z\Y i... and cOlIlpbteci the med-ovao. Med­
evao aireraft returned the foUo>tl.ng morning and lifted-out three additio~l 
m's. 

211730 ... Skeptic I".14 submitted a. request for CJ.S.The Ci~ aU-craft 
arrived at Zl1915. Due to the darknoss end. b~ cOI:lmuni.cution between CL.S aj.r· .. 
craft and Fl1C, th.' ~~i~ was oanoelled. 

2.20840 - '-"ll I' '. 'J,~i:6;,aay~m' mif.(~w 
station at 220920. or· ~1i()lE~t"~14, 

_ noutralize a. machine gun pOs oR~R 5200.10 
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';. . .... . ... ~~05 ~'ALO Imitted. routine helicopter 'requet to evacuate l~ VQS to 

Task Foroe Delta Interrogation Center. Mission was completed at 221020. 
. 220840 - .AI.O submitted request for two routine med-e~ac8. Med--e~ac 

was completed at 220900~ " .' \ 
221005 .. ALO submi.tted med;"evac request £01' one hea.t oasua1tY' and. one 

WIA. Med"7evaC was oompleted ~t 221035... . . . . . '. 
.... ...... .... 221015 - iJ.,Q submitted. routine helicopter :request £~~ evacuation of 

.,.captured equipment; MOl and grenades. Mission waS completed .at 221100. 
221;13 - ALe'sUbmitted routine med-evae request £or:ohe WIA, ~~d-evac 

completed at 221415.. . . 
:221330 - JJJ:) submitted. prio~ity med-evao request tor two WIA. 1'1ed-evae 

completed at 221415. . . 
. 221630 - Companies I and K were helilifted from ooordirlates BS 5l76}2 

to 1and'iDg zone at ooordinates 138. 567774. !L'he l3attalion OP and CompaJV L were 
helilifted from coordinates BS 495838 to landing zone at coordinates BS 567774. 
The lift was completed at appl.'oximateli 221145. . . 

. 221830 - AI/) requested CJ.S with a TAC(a), because FAC could not observe 
or control. Mission was cancelled because there were no TAC(A)'s available • 

. A 222330 .. ALe submitted TAR request for TPQ...IO missions. Aircraft com .. 
,. ,.............menoed n>Q. bombing of PRUOC WC "tillage at 230015. :Bombilli ceased at 230200. 

. 23071~ M Close air support aircraft commenoed bombing and atrafing at .. 
tack on trench line runnin€ east and west in northern section ot ene~ villa.ge. 
Air strikes continued until approximately 231030. Close air support aircraft 
provided excellent suppressive fire in order for Comp~ L to receive med-evac 
aircraft • 

231045 .. ALO submitted helicopter request to t~ansfer two Marines to BINH 
SON and communication equipment to LSA. Mission completed at 231140. 

231410 - Company Mrequested priority med-evac for two Marines, heat 
casualties. Med-evec was completed at 231445. 

231515 - Comp~ M requested routine med-eva.c for four Marines with heat 
prostration. Med-evao was completed at 2;1540. 

231620 - ALO submitted emergency med-evaO request for one Marine with 
heat stroke. Med-evac completed at 231700. 

231628 - 1~ submitted priority helioopter request to resupply Companies 
K and Y4 Resupply mission was completed at 2,1700. 4Il 240900 - ALe submitted helicopter request for transfer of personnel to 
Landing Zone Remm. Mission oompleted at 240950. 

241500 - CompallY H submitted pnority med-evac request for one ~ine 
with suspeoted appendicitiS. Hed-eva.c completed a.t 241525. 

250630 - Gunboats a.rrived on station to spot/observe for Comp~ I in 
the sweep to the east just north of the river. 

250800 - ALO submitted routine helicopter request for transfer or troops 
and logistics. Mission oompleted a.t 250845. 

250815 - ALa submitted priority helicopter requGst for eXChange of oomm­
unication equipment. ~ssion completed at 250915. 

250900 - ALO submitted. routine helicopter requQst for transfer or two 
u.s. for Alligator C22 (ARVN). ~ssion was oompleted at 251500. 

251100 - ALe submitted routine med-evac for two Vietnamese. Med-eva.o 
completed at 241450. 

251155-· ALO submitted priority helioopter request £or tetractian ot 
615 troops at 251400. Helicopter arrived at 241.458 and lift back to Landing . 
Zone ROBIN was completed by 251705. . 

Comments: On. two ocoasions durine Opera.tion "TEXAS" urgently req~d 
olose a.ir support missions were cancelled. In Olle instance fthe CAS aircraft 
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.' arrived at dusk and were unable to accomplish their mienon due to darkness. 

When it is evident that Cb.S aircraft will be operating during the hours of 
darkness, provisions must be made 'to oonfigure with flares. . 

In a second instance, there was nO Fi.lC available, but Qi.S was required. 
(U.S aircraft and a TJj.O(i~) were requested.B.eoauae of the non"availability of a 
~AO(~) the mission request was canoelled.a£ter ~S aixcrait arrived on station. 

dumerous helicopter missions were flown in support of this Battalion 
during Operation flTEXAS", and in all but supp~ runs the reaction times were 
minimal. This efficient support aided greatly in the overall mission accomplish­
ment. 

b. Fire SUpport 

1) Fire support was provided by Battery I, }rd Battalion, 11th Marines; 
Battery H, 3rd Battalion, 12th Marines; Batteries Ie and.. M, 4th Battalion, 11th 
.Marines; and two sections of the 8lmm 1>brtar Platoon, }rd Battalion, 7th Marines. 

2 ) Chronological Summary of Bvent § 

a) On 20 Maroh the FSCC landed with the Battalion CP Or.up to com­
mence operations in the area adjacent to the .iIN RCA Outpost, viCinity oocrdinates 
BS 469854. One 81mm mortar mission was fired in support of Company 1. 

b) Ten artillery fire missions and five 8lmm mortar missions were 
fired on 21 March. These were in support of units receiving heavy automatic 
weapons fire from VC emplacements in the TlliI.CH .tJl NOr and PHUONG BINH village 
complexes in the viCinity of grid squares BS 5089 to BS 516,. 

0) On 22 Z,1a.rch seven artillery missions and three 8lmm mortar fire 
missions were fired in support of the Battalion as the area around PHUONG DlNH 
was swept~ During thj;s·.pcrio~, communications with FDC was unreliable. The oon­
duct of fire net was ugeless during periods of heavy fighting by Oompanies K and 
L (Reference :?ara'12.d, Communications). The ~OIS on the conduct of fire net 
refused to Yield·to priority missions.and continued shootill8 at scattered group~ 
of VC while Marines remained under heavy fire. Three missions oalled by Fots 
during the crucial time could not be fired. 

3) In late afternoon on 22 March the :Battalion was helilif'ted to olear 
the PHUOC LOC village, vicinity grid square BS 5676. Fifteen artillery missions 
were fired along with five 8lmm mortar missions to reduce hea.vy enemy resis­
tance. Man;y of these missions were fired repeatedly throughout the evening. 

. e) On 23 Ma.roh~ seventeen artillery missions and three 8lmm mortar 
missions were fired. Artillery and air were used to prepare the WOO we vil~',. 
lage prior to sweeping. Throughout the day artillery was used to cover the " ... 
sweep,1ng forces. Communications aga:in proved to be a problem as the bN/PRC-'; 
with the RC-292 proved to be inadequate in range to oommunioa"te with the firing 
batteries. The FSCOts repeated requests for airborne rel~ w~re not fulfilled. 

f) During the night of 2~ March and pre-dawn hOUo.-rs of 2A Maroh, 
nine artillery missions were fired on likely va exfiltration. routeSt especially 
along the SONG TRl:.. XHUO River. 
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. ,... '" . • • ;. e '- g) On 25 'March the F:JCC retra.ted with the Batta.lion Coll!lllallder and rc 
<,' returned to the ;rd Battalion, 7th Ivla.rines cPo 

;) OglIlllWj.ts and Rep9mI!lftooations 

e.) Fire support was generally outstanding. Fifty-four artillery 
missions witn a total of 3,500 rounds were fired in support of this Battalion. 
The 8lmm mortar platoon fired twelve missions and 110 rounds. 

b) As stated previously, artillery oommunioations proved to be a 
porblem during the operation. .As a direct result of these problems the f'ollowing 
reoommendat ions are submitted: 

l' Each infantry battalion be assigned a single oonduct of' fire 
net to allow irnoediate communications between FOr s , FSOO, and the FDO. 

2' .L.erial observers be provided a completely separate oirouit, 
possibly the J~illery Battalion FDC Net. They should not be allowed to dominate 

~ or override a oonduot of fire net. 

3 I l~t least one 1:.N/PRc..25 should be provided to the Artillery 
Liaison and. FDO. In fast mOving, complex andwidely separated engagements, the 
AN/PR0-9 has, neither the range nor stability to provide adequatecomrnunications. 
If the Infantry Battalion has shown a need and reoeived the J.Ii/PRC-25, how do 
the FO's and FSOC have ar.:r leas need? 

4 t More accurate and detailed planning must be made betwGl$n the 
~attalion and Regimental FSCC. During the initi~stages of the operatiortthe 
units supporting and their frequencies were unknown to this FSOO. No infOr­
mation was received from the hi8her echelons cOIlCe:rnin6 Fire Cap~, tJ'Pe of con­
trol or the ]DC, or this Battalion 1 s direot support battery.' 
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• • a. ,Anticipated VO, Strepgth."lQcatiOQ and Disposition. 

, 1) Operation Te:xas was an operation conducted in reaction to an attack 
on a prepared and established Regional., Forces outpost by a major VO unit. 

, Sirl.ce the operation did not actual;l.y begin until one. ~ atter the VO a.ttack, 
it was a relief operation as well ~ a;pursuit ot VO' forces in an etfort to 
fix and destroy them, consietent '4 th COMUSMAOV' policy. Beyond question, the 
operation was a significant success. . 

~ 2) An Hoa outpost, 1nthe'~xtreme ~~torn end of Binh 50nDistrict is 
positioned on 8;;, 14l lIleter high hili. mass Over1ookil'l8 the Tra :Bong River 1800, 
meters to the north and the ViM ~,ba.tDlet complex to the southwest. ,The 
outpost was marmed by the, ~ 36th Regional. Forces ~, and was surrounded by 
multiple barbed wire entanglements and heavy cbricentrationof an~i~personnel 
mirtes. At about 0100 on the 18th of Ma.:roh, l'adiocontact with the outpost was 
lost by Province Hpadquartera at Quang Nga1. Early the following da.v,Bi 1.5-man 
ambush pa.trol which had. been sent out from the outpost the previoua night , 
received hea:v.ysmaJ.l arms fire from An Hoa when they attemPted to return to the 
outpost. An AO surveyed the situation later that morning and observed 25-,0 
bodies within the perimeter. 'Olearl¥, the outpost had been t~.~ the 
2nd Division .ARVN attempted to re..occt.q)y the outpost with a; heliborrie~two­
compBl\Y force, ,the helos oame under intense .50 oaliber AA . fixe from a series 
of positions around the base of the An Hoa. hill Dla.$s. The LZ that was used was 
just 200 meters from the outpost on the ridge (ViC BS 412861) and would onl¥ 
accommodate two helos at one tiJ:lo. Jl.bout)J troops succeeded in getting on the 
deck, but were extracted wi thconsiderable difficulty when they came under 
hea.Vy automatic fire from the outpost. It was nov oertain that the outpost 
had not o~ been taken, but that a large enemy force with an AA capablli ty 
was :in tha area-. . ' 

}) Prior to the entry of U.s. Ma.RINE ~ ARVN to~es into the , 
objective area on D-D~ (20Mar), it was estimated that the attacking force at 
An Boa was composed of elements of the 36th !IVA Regt. This Begt was reported4r 
composed of elements of the ~lth. 22nd and 33rd battalions,last located at , 
:BS 515850, BS 580844 and BS 550796 respeotively. The regiz:lental oP was re­
ported near :as 545820, along with elements of the 195th A.A :en, a:rmed with ... 5Q 
oalibor AA M} t B. . 

4) The rapidity with which the operation was organized and mounted 
did not per.cit the publishing of the custooar,y operation plan with intelligence 
annex, reneot1n8 the formalized thinking on theeneJ:\Y situation. However, 
i~ was estimated that the VO force in tho area would withdraw rapid~ once 
suoable friendly forces were introduced. The most likely route of with­
drewal was cOnsidered to be southwest into Vinh Tuyinitially, end to the . 
south and Boutheastiffurther pursued. This estimate proved essentially 
oorrect. It was also believed that tho 36th Regt, if they were, in tact., 
the attackers of hon Boe;, would wi thdra.w with grea.t speed to a.void further 
costly losses such as they incurred when tacedwith major troop units on the 
recently completed Opera.tion "ijtahn,. 
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1) :futel.li8~nce provided to this uriit. prior to D-Da.ywas not fully 

'I 8flequate to the noimal needs ot i:in infantry ,battalion. It consisted ot a. 
description ot. what had already transpired in the £n Hoa. outpost area, plus 
a reiteration of the I:lOst reoent OOB data on the 36th Regt. AA gun positiOns 
iro~ which' tire was delivered on the helos carrying the reliei force. 

, . 

2) While it is perfectlY true that adequate intelligenoe was not 
provided, post operation discussions with the Intelligence Statt of the Task 
Foroe indica.te that. the attaa.k oli: the An Roa. outpost had COIle 8IJ a ,considerable 
surprise to all concerned and that there were no prior indications to suggest 
that. something was brewing. It is sigrii£icant to not!;! that the unit believed 
to be in the objective area, the 36th NVA ~8't~~ was not the enem;y force 
encountered. 

3) lhotograph.Y of the o'bjeotive area requested, ho..te~er, no photographs 
were provided this unit at 8ll¥ stage of the operation. 

eo. vo Strengtij and' Diapositigh Encounterw-

1) During the course oft~soperation" signifioant VO foroes were 
engaged by elements of this bettalion. ~loost Without excaptionl eneqy 
elooents proved to be well-equipped, :well ... tralined, well-d1sciplined troops 
who were perfectl,y willing to give battle if confronted. In all cases, thoir 
oombat effectiveness must be considered as ver,y high. 

, 2) On 1»1 (2l.Mar), Cot s "K"&"L"whlle sweeping in an easterly direction 
in the vic of Thach An Noi (BS 5084), made oontactwith an estimated two VC 
companies in prepared positions (defensive). The VC element was dispersed 
from :as 503847 to BS 506846. !rhe oovement of i'riend1ie& towards· the area was 
harassed by interLlittent small arms fire before solid oontact was made.. Once 
contact was made, the eneqy placed a heavy volume of ma.chinegun and sma.l~ arms 
fire on friendly manellVer elements. The ene.tq fire was very acourate, of 
heavy volume, and at close range (50 meters). ~he unit involved was oon­
clusive~established as the 65th Bn, 5th VO·Regiment. 

,) On 1>+2 (22Mar), Co1 snl{tl&ttLD"Bfter helilifting into a 00. operating 
area were apprcaching the hamlet ooop::\.ex of l'huoo Icc. The two companies were 
abreast and its lead elements we~e crossing open fields leading 6ou~h when 
they came under intense mortar, autOilla.tio weapon,AA machineeun. M-79 and 
small arms fire. The fire' was intense and was apparently under excellent 
oontrol as it all began almost simultaneously. The VO foroe deli~red their 
fire from extensive prepared positions (described elsewhere .in thi$ report). 
Further, the 'PI!\Y fire was so intense that considerable difficulty was en~ 
countered in getting helicopters into a' secure Zone to ME.:DEVAG the wotmded. 
~is oneIl\Y force was a heavi4 reinforced groupment ot two va battaliOns, 
possibly the 60th and 21st Bn t 8, although their exact designation could not 
be confirmed .. 

d. va Units Identified., 
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~Jsft,~,~ ~ bO~~l¥ :tAtddl ~qr,t9 td.· Were ·cont¥ted _ 
ing the course of this operatiah., .~o~~ o~ }tl~sc units ~ positive~ 

.. ' ':' identified although indications of several otheto Were noted. 

2} On Dt2 (22Ma.r), c~ n;tn, while sweepirlg tho area in which 1Ii{"&"L" 
companies ha.d received heaVy fire "n the previous dq (Vic BS 5(7844) captured 
s· 15 year old va soldier found biding :ill 8. shallow bomb ahel ter. The man. had 
shrapnel wounds in both knees and admitted to being a VC. lro.e to his serious 
wounds he was rapidl;y evacuated to "B" Mad where he was interroga.ted by m 
personnel. . He stated that he had been forced to, jOin the 65th lin of the 5th 
Reguaent in Quang Nam Province in January of this year. Eo was armed with an 
M-l rifle which he said was hidden two miles to the north. He further sta.ted 
that his unit had oode a 7 daiY' march through the mountains from Quang Nam to 
Quang Nga.~, arriving there on the 20th of Ma.roh. He was wounded by artillery 
shra.pnel on the 21st of ltl.rch and hid in the bomb shel.tor· until ·the time of 
his cE¥>tu:r:e. Interrogation of this man revealed detailed data on the strength, 
a.ttIament end organiza.tion of hisu;U.t, as well as some dat& on the other Bn1s 
of the 5th VaRegt. (See Enel (1) to this report/3d m rpt #o56-0L on 
captive 286-:}-Cla). 

e 3) On 1l+4 (24Mar). Q I" Company' oa.ptured a 10081 Foro e gUerilla in the 
vio of Phuoo loc hamlet(vio BB. 56;765) who voluntariJ.y led the \mit to his 
hidden wea.pon, a. French ~36 r1fle~ ~is man statad that th(iJ . 60th Bn of the 
5th vc Rogt had been in ~he west em portion of PhuoC. 100 ba.clet On the 22nd 
when hit by flJ,'t Co. and 1;hB.t they had withdrawn west tOwards.:B¥t Gia.. Be 
further stated that the 70th :Bn of the 5th Regt was, or had 'been; s:cross the 
Tra. Khuc River to the south. This information cannot be given grea.t oJ;edibi­
lity due to the fa.dt that the Goth and 70th Bn I Ii are known to be suber dinate 
units of the .lst, not 5th Regt. The 70th :an was also believed to be in 
Qua.na Tin Prov:i.nee on 22Ma.rch. . . 

, 4) On the 24th' ot March, t~is battalion mpred into the" ver:r: large 
Phuoe Lac hamlet conplex to soteen villagers" searcll f9r VC QaSua.lties and .. 
destroy fortifications. Due to the large nUJ:loor of villager. to be seen, 
additional intelligence ~rsonnel from Quang Nga,i were requ~sted and received. 

a An kRVN Intelligence p!ride:r and bi,8 assistant ~ Idelive~e4 to the scene 
.. . and proved to be of ~e~t a.ssistanCe in acquiring and a.nal¥zing. information 

fi'Oll1 hamlet inha.bi~ants. One of .the pieceso! into_tion aoqull-ed wae the 
fact that a second :Bn,the 21stVC Bn, had been the Unit occ~iM and 
defending the eastern periJ.oPo ot t~1 ,lhuae ,to~ halhibt oobpleti . ~hi8 reporl 
is also SOII\~Wbat inconsistaht wi ihi lIhe reJ.ie.bly;;'~eportcd loc&.-tion of the 21st 
:Bn near ThaCh Tu in southern Quang Ngad. Province. 

5) A diary type notebook was round with other perso~ documents in a 
pack hidden in a cave in easteJ::n Phuoo Lac cC1I1plex on 24 Marc14. !l'.b.e document 
belonged to a meo.ber of S' 57:mm Recoilless' Rifle craw who wrotGil of fighting in 
the Van Truong (Operation STABLIGm) and BiB. Gia. battles. His unit, of 
Wldetermined size, was desienated .36411,. The battles in' whicm he had parti­
eipatod would tend. to indicate membership in the 1st va Regt. This, however 
oannot be con£ixmed. 
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1) 'VO Tactios - The enomy elements engaged by this batta.lion ~r­
formed in suoh a fashion as to reflect a high degree of professionaUsm. Thoy 
exhibited eXCellent fire control, camouflB89 disoipline, marksmanship, mortar 
a.lld. maohinegun gunnery, tactical movement and willingness to engage. Beyond,.,." 

,doubt, they 'NOre pro£essicm.aJ. infantrymen fighting purely infantry engagements' 
as opposed to so-called "guorilla"warfa.re. ~e salient features ot their , 
tactics are aucrnarized below. 

a) Use of Snipers- In two of the three majcrengagemonts nade 
by this, ba.ttalion the enellW' used snipers to advantage. Nea.r THACH AN NOI on 
the 21st ot March, both Companies "K" & ULll reponed receiving moderate to 
heavy sniper fire from their flanks and rear wh,:Ue they were engaged with the 
major VO force to their front. A. rifleman trom UKT" Co. crawled to a. Position 
within 40 meters ot ave sniper axmed with a,rifleot unknown type but equipped 

,With a telescopio Sight, and killed hio.. ~,body and weapon oould not be re­
oovered.Both CoLlpanies "K"" & "L.u state that an unknown but fairly large 
percentage of enen:tY' snipers used thickly foliated trees e.s 1'1ririg positions. 
The ve snipers were 2€ain used with good effect on the 22nd and again from 
trees. ~he entire battalion landed via helicopter in a. ~ zone on the 
northeastern l3ide of Hill 2} (BS 565775). Shart~ thereatt~, ,Companies "KIT 
& "L." crossed this heavily vegetated hill and began their moVement towerds 
the Phuoc we comple%~ Just a.£ter they had.' crossed the., hill and just' before 
they became heavily ell€B8ed to their front, an estima.t.ed 10 ... 12 snipers opened 
fire on the last elements: of the companies proceeding southwest and the 
sta.tionary battalion CP to the northoast. The result was, a partial and 
teapore:r:ydisruption 'of operations' in thG Qp when two ma.neuver elements b~ 
came eng88ed heavi~. It is clear that sniper fire from the va was cere1'ull.3' 
ccordinated with ell other offensive activities ot the unit; it was extreme4" 
effeotive. 

b) Dotensiye Fires andFireOontrol. The va force oocupyiXlg 
'Fhuoc loe prepaIt'ad an organized, ooord:inated defense along the northem edge 
of the hamlet with considerable skill. !rheir commanders ful.lyunderstood 
the, principles of mutual support', gra.zingfire, interlocldng .i:'ire, and fire 
control andr a.pplied them well. Their fire c~nced almost s:iJ:;lultanoous~ 
over a. J.4.OO..-.l8OO meter front on Coinpames "XU & IlLn indioatill8t Eli. p~8.rI6ed 
system of signals (Villagers. la.ter reported telephones in the ;.bands of the va, 
and small lengths of comnunication wire were later found-phones'ID1V ha.ve been 
used in the control of defensilm fires). Debriefing of the participe.nts in 
this fight indioates that the VU oooroina;ted 8l..ir1Ia aZld 60mm mo~a.rs. ~ mach1P/i"'!' 
guns, light maohineguns, M-79's, 57J:un Reooilless Rifles and sIQali a:rms in such 
a fashion e.s to cover the entire area to their' front'J' Further.mo:re, the 
ooverage ~ flex::l.ble and was readily shi1'ted to lucratiVe t~gets of 
opportunity presanted by friendly troops in their offorls to ~xtricate, 
casualties.· b principle ot enfilade fire was also used well.;. as was e"fid.ello'ed 
by an incident in the battle noted by CompMiY tt,K". Just prioe to receiving 
the heav,y fire fro~ the Rhuoo Loc hamlet area, ,the right fl~ platoon of 
Co~ nK" was swepingaouth towards the. hallllet. They orossseC!: a straight 
shallow trenoh a.pproxioa.te~ 50 meters in leIl8th. The trench: ran on an 
obliqu,e from the edge of the hamlet to the ea.st. When morta:r Eire began to 
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f'all.',on the~9 f'ri~ndlY~OPS took cover in this ditoh.~ soon as they did, 

,'~'" a~.50cldiber machinegun opened fire, shoot1ngstra1ght down the long axis of' 
the trench. Five friendly oasual ties resulted in a. matter of' seconds. Clnl3 
immedia.te reaotion by friendly supporting arms prevented ~'more ca.au.alties. , 

c) va Diversionm Attagy. The incident in ;whiOh VO snipers fire 
on the CP while other elements of the batta1.ion were heavily engaged has al .. 
rea.d.ybeen described. This constitutes one type of' diversionary a.ttack. on. the 
21st, when Coopanies "K'" & ilL" were engaged near 'rhaoh An' Hoi (B8505845), the ' 
enellt( plooed moderately heavy sniper fire on the Battalion CP at 136 4968;9. 
Simultanoously, rounds of 8l.m.tl mortar fire were received ill the vic of our 
8l..t:lrJ. oortar position located adjacent to the OP. The suSpected mortar and ' 
sniper position was to the. southwest a.t coordinates :as 4958;4~ It is s~fi­
cant to note that' the 2nd .Battalion, 4th Marines, located farther to the 
southwest" received fire at the S&le time' and from the same'area., and waa also 
engaged with enel!\)' forces. This suggest~ the possibility that t.he enemy ~ 
have been trYing to get the two organizations firing at :one another, an ef£ort 
in which they were not successful. S.till another incident invol'Vi.n8 t~ 
diversionary/harassing type of atta.ok ocourred a.t 04QOon the 2.;rd' when Co~ 
I, acting as security arOWld the Bn <II? received approrlna.tei7 20-30 rounds of 
60 mm mortar fire. The fire. came from an estimated twO pOsi tions whose crews 
exhibited a high degree of gunnery proficiency. They~aver$ed and searohed' 
over a 240 meter line in the Oomparo- I axea.. They were $ilenced by counter-
battery fire. . 

d) vd Evacuation TactWs. va fordes are \rellknown for the grea.t 
elnpha.si~ they place on the ra.pid evacuation of their dead 'and 1I!Ounded. In 
the ba.t~le jaroUhd Phuoc loc on the 22nd of Maroh~ he~ca.sualties'were in­
fiic1:;ed, . On the 2}rd and 24th, not a singH~ bo~ or woUnded VC or villager 
was found,: A detailed interrogation of the local hamlc~ inhabitants re"'~aJ.ed 
the tllaanB by which ~he VC forces eva.ouate~ tlioir dead arid. wound~d~ Prior to 
the first engagement with our f'orrjes on the afternoon of' the, 22nd. the VC ' 
gathered Up }O young men from tho hamiet a.ttd impressed. them 1ri~oserVice as ' 
b~ beaTers, This wab at approxima:tel.Y1400 in the. afternoon •. iieariY four, 
hours prio~ to the beginning. of the battle,. At about i 100;.1800, the pro­
cedure was repeated when an additional 50 persons were drafted. Again at 
about 1900, 30 lI10re people were taken to carry dead and wounded. The VC 
obviously intended to engage our forces.. antiCipated casualties. and. made 
preparations for their evacuation. The fact that they had to como back tviOe 
for more bearers, using older and less sturdy persons inoludin8 wmen each 
time, tends to indicate that their casualties were heavier than' original4r 
anticipated. ~he bearers were used to carry the VC dead and wounded,wrBlpped 
in each casualty's h&JJ:aock, to the Song Tra. Ehuc where they ~re terried across, 
in waiting boats. ~he male hamlet inhabitimts used as bearers had not re­
turned to the Phuoc Loc area by thctime of our departure on the 25th. This 
partially precludes more eyewitness account of the nUXlber of VO' dead, the 
locations of their graveSt and the area t<> whioh wunded were evacuated. The 
oa.in VC elementsw1thdrew!!'sometme during the nighto£ the.. 22nd-23rd. ~ of 
the force crossing the Song Tra Rhuc to the south and another element moving 
west towards B..:l.a Gia.. *One woman bearer indicated' upon questi:oning that ahEt 

, had made three e'VaDuationB in the coUrse of the night. 
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tlllCt~~ 'vc Eninne& ~~n. 1. considerable VO ..,.erbg .£tort _ 
noticecf as a result of Operation Texas. The full exterit-ofth1s effort was . 
diScovered .wen the ba.ttalion moved into the area. of Phuoe Ioc hamlet (:865610, 
5516, 5~?~} wh~~e; an extensive system of caves, tunnels. ana particuler13 
defenaivt(trenehea ahd. other fortifioation was uncovexed. 

a) In: the ihuoc L::>c complex, approxi.ma.tely }OO Small foxholes 
. were noticed. These holes meaSUred 21X3 feet in diaDieter and were from 3'-.4& 

deepe Sone were covered partially withe. layer of bamboo .section about 4" in 
diameter on top- of which dirt· and sod ha.d. been pla.eed~ About 40% of the holes 
were sited along all major trails and . lanes ~ lrore .positioned in su.ch a ~ 
as to be mutually supporting to & unit condlicting Ell. withdrawal or advance 
und~ fire.· .ApproxiI:l.B.tely l~ of these noles were destroyed with explosives. 

b) An es-timated 5000-5500 meters of trench were encountered in 
and around ihuoc loc complex. A deep fighting trench t z.ig';'~ged for blast 
proteotion, completely surrounds the ha.inlet. !l'his trenCh system had adjoin­
ing heavy and light weapons: position with' overhead cover, in addition to 
fighting position for individual rifleman. A nUIllber of ladieral trenchQ9 lead 
off of the main defensive trench throughout the hamle~ A smaller ci.roular 
systwn of trenches surrounds what was estimated to be a CP axea near BS )6,/ 
766, with lateml trenches leading O1it to the main fighting trench. Trenclie~ 
in this erea are from ~t-at feet deep and ara 2:' x 3' wide. Deatxuotion of-­
the system c.ould not be accomplished with explosives and would. req:uire heavy 
engineering equipment. 

0) Two, very extensive tunnel systems ware found in l?huoc Loc. 
The first began near 138 565169 and ran for approximately 650. meterS in 
generally northwesterly direotion. It was from 81~1O' underground, varied 

. from 3' ... 5' high arid 3'-7' wide, and had mu1.tiple small entra.nQes.. The 
second began near BS 562:768 and ran about 200 meters in a; wester~ direction. 
~e dimensions were the sane as the first. Both contained ma.l\Y' small rooms 
showing signs of recent occupancy in the fom of dishes, sleepirlg gear, and 
some to:Uet artioles. Portions of both· systems ran qui to clase to the peri­
meter fighting trenoh. In places there was only a foot or so of ea.rth between 
the trench and tunnel, so that a trapped defender in th!,! trench could break 
through the wall and escal'e through the tunnel. Both of. these systems were 
destroyed with explosives. 

d} Relatively small, cave-like shelters Were found under nearl¥ 
50 buildings in the center of the complex. Though there was aoma variance 
in dimensions, there were generaJ.ly 5 t underground and varied from 51-15 t 
square. Sleeping gear, mats and dishes were found in .most of these. About 
15-20 were destroyed. 

3) VC Qasua:Lties. 

'a) During the course of this operation and its tbree major 
engagements with eneD\V forces, heavy casualties were inflictea. on the Va. 
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" 'So~~ ~f the ~c ~. s cld not be confirmed until detail debriefing of 

partioipants, who were evacuated, was conducted.. other infomation on va 
casualtieQ/iia:S derived from careful interrogation of hamlet inhabitants. in 
PhubO ·loc):Ths· total count of VO :KJA·s was 72 with ana.dditional 155 possible • 

. . ; "b') In the area of the firefight around Thach ~,No! (ViC BS 499852) 
three. VC KIA's were found, along with their weapons and equipment. They were 
killed by small arms fire. 

c) Interrogation of villagers in Fhuoc L:)C began on the 2;rd and 
oontinued until the battalion retracted by helo on tho 25th. Special assistance 
waa received in the form of an.ARVN Intelligence Of'ficer from Q.uang Nga.i. At 
least 300 villagers were soCII. in an attempt to determine the location and 
number of va dead and wounded, as well as ,all available information on the VC 
forcos. Considerable di£fioulty was encountered in getting ~curate informa­
tion from these people, as most of them understandabl:' took to the ta.mi.l3 bomb 
shelter when the fight began. However, on the 2.:;rd; uK" compan;r interrogated, 
via a.ttachedNational Policeman, a. middle-aged couple in the extreme eastern 
end of the Phuoc Loc hamlet who stated that they bad counted 30-32 dead being 
carried past their h01l1e about 2400 on the 22nd. i'here werea.lso some 100 VO 
or more wounded, some carried and some walking. kgain on th~ morning of the 
24th,'T' ~ interviewed a. 56 ye,e:r: old. farmer who eta.tedhe had seen 
another 31 VO dead carried by his position along wi th ~ wounded. He was 
He was interviewed near his home in the north central portion of the hamlet 
and stated he saw the incident around 0400 on the 2}xd,. i'his would indicate 
that there were acme 60 VO dead and an undetermined number of wounded. late 
on the 24th, B&S Go pioked up a 40 year old male near the J;5n fllJwho was the 
local rice me:rohant and wealth;v' landowner. Be was determ:i.ned to be free of 
va connection b,yNational·Pblice and ARVN Intelligence and told of seeing 
60. VOdead carried by his homo near the highwa.y. Be was quite positive of his 
figures and also stated there wore 100 VO wounded. .Many other reports of VO 
dead and wounded were received during the course of the 2-~screening, b~t 
most of the numbors involved would not be e.ccented as they were derived by", 
the interrogators a.£ter repeated questiona of fthow manyU andrep'8a.tedreplieS 
of "too ~n,. Some people volunteered figures of as ~', as 500 VO Id1!6d 
and wounded. It beca.r:te obvioos that the entire hamlet was, awed by the , 
enormity of the air and art Ulery bo.mbexdment and by the scope' of too VO . " 
casualties. 60 was retained as the figure of confirmed kills in the action, 
with another 125 considered possible due to the magnitude of the bombardment 
and the vill~ers t reports .. 

f. Terrain. 

Critical Terrain. 

1) IIill #2.3, (vic :8S5677) is the most critical. terratn in the objective 
~ea. .~ hazillet complex of l?huoc 1.00 (BS 5576, 5676, 5577) ~ WO be 
considered critical terrain due to the existing defensive pos.:ttion to. be found 
there 
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!1 .~ .. ·Obserta.tionand ,Fiplds of Fir9_ Observation from Hill #2.3 is 

good 'h(:all¥rections, although heavy vegetation towards the top of the hill 
would re:qulie the use of "lArees as obserVation platforms~ On the lower slopes, 
visibility is also good. In the flat axeas to the west, north and east of 
Bill#t23~ visibility if broken up by BIllhll clusters of hoUses, cane fields 
and hedgerows. The area between Hill 23 and llluOQ Loa is open and provides 
good obs~a.tion arid fields of fire. 

3) Cover, and Concealinent. Cover is exoeUent in the !buoc·Loa area. 
due to the extensive trench system remainjng there~ Fair cover is provided 
by large rocks and heavy vegetation on the upper reaches of Hill 2.3. Con­
ceElInent is excellent due to the trenches and fighting holes in Phuoc loc. 
l!broellent concealment is also afforded by heavy vegetation on Hill 2J. There 
are numerous position of good concealment in a 1000 to 1500 meter radius of 
Hill 2:" due to amall canefields, clusters of houses' and hedgerow. 

4) 2Ps;!;;acleslo NatutaJ. obstacles Were the hedgerows and. wa.ter-filled 
rice paddies which tend to hamper, rather than halt, foot movement. Mm-made 
obstacles ara the bamboo and wire fences integrated into the defensive peri-
meter around ?huoo Lx>. . 

5) . Avenues of Almroach. ~here axe. no really good avenues of approach 
into the Hill 23, or Phuoc Ioc areas, which ~ the, two places of critical 
terrain in tbe area. !rhe best a.venue of approach onto Bill 23 ia from the 
southwestern side. 

g.Weather • 

. 1) Wea.ther during the course of this operation l&8.B generaJ..li¥ excellent., 
There were UBua.l~ c~ea.r skies and on those; occasions when olouds were: present. 
they w:e.re from 2000-3000 feet and broken end presented no problem in the area. 
o~ infantry o:r:air operations. The tempera.ture ranged from tho low 70 '8' a.t . 
night to the mid 90'& at mid-da\Y. The humidity produced over 20 hea.t<,. .~. 
oanalties, most of them recent arrivals in Vietnam. . . ... 

'. 
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8.' ,Mission. 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines (Rein) in ~onjWlction with the 5tb 
A:irboJ;)nc Battalion, ARV}T conduct a helib9:i:'nC landing into i.andiXlg Zonc QUAIL, 
BS' 434867, sweep to the east and southeast conducting a search and destroy 
Operation .of the BINH HOA Hamlo.t complex/AN HOA. hill complex located in the 
vicinity, . .of BS 435869 and BS 474964 •. 

9. Cpncept of Operations- One compa~ :provide convoy escort for the 7th 
Marines/nth Narine Artillery group. Thre~ c.ompaniest two sections. of 8lmm 
mortars and the Battalion Conmand,Group .will be helilifted from Landing Zone 
ROBIN,to Landing <ilone Q.UAIL vicinity coordinates lis 434867 ~ Upon landing 
'ihe Battalion will c.ommence as earoh and destr.oy ope ration in conjunction with 
the 5th Airborne Batt ali .on, ARVNtoward the east and s.outheast to search out 
and destroy all ,enem,y fcrces within the Objectiveatea. 

1.. Execution 

a. f1 allning;. On 19 M3.~h 1966 an JUMr outpost lOcated. vicinity ceor­
dinates BS 474964 was .overrtil'iby an estimated VC Batta1ion~ At 191800fl 3td 
Battalion, 7th Marines was put on a six hour aleet. kt apprDximately 1,Z230H 
a planning conference was held at the ADO Headquarters by t,he Task Force Delta 
staff. By 200l30H detail plannfrlg by the Battalion staff was underway and 
Frag Order 5-66 was published by 200500H. At 200930H this Battali.on com­
menced the helilift into the .objective area. 

b. p-ga~, 20 march 1966. At 20043oH Company M depart~d 3rd Battalion, 
7th }~ines area and provided convo,y escort for 3rd Battalion, lith }~ines 
and the 7th Harine Regimental Headquaxters Group. At 20Q930H 3rd Battalion, 
7th ~~rines (-)(Rein) coramenced a helilift to Landing ~one QUAIL vicinity 
ooordinates BS 434867. By 201130H all elements had arrived in Landing Zone 
Q,UAIL. No enemy contact was made during the lift or in the landing zone. 
Upon landing the zone was secured by Company L. Company Ie landed second and 
moved to vicinity coordinatesBS 435869 to sweep the village complex in 
that area. Company K apprehended three vec and seven VCS in the hamlet of 
NRON ROil. (1). BS 441869. Company L apprehended two VCS at coordinates BS 
446861. The Conunand Group established a OP vicinity coordinates B~ 432866. 
Company I arterlanding mDved to and established an assembly area viCinity 
c'.oordinates BS 430867. At 2J1600H Company I (-) md .one saction of 8lmm 
mortars were helilifted to the AN HCA hill c.omplex vicinity coordinates BS 
474864. While lifting out of lending Zone Q,m.IL a soall volunie .of small arms 
fire was received. Company I m.oved 'from the .AN HQi~ Landing Zone to the Out .. 
post where they found 31 Vietname~ Regional Foroe soldiers KIA and no sur­
vivors. They also retrieved four U.S. carbines,' .one 1'-'1-1 r:i.fle, one BiJt, 
one 60mo mortar, 42,200 rounds of .30 ealiber ammuntichn, 84,. fragmentation 
grenades" 62 r.ounds of 60mm mortar ammuntion, '50 rounds of' •• 45 oa.liber am­
mun1tio~, 184 rounds of carbine ammunition and 9,OOC rounds, of .30 caliber 
linked ammunition • 

. A reconnaissance of the .outpest indicated that the heaviest fighting 
occurred en the southern perimeter. Protective wire was cut in three .. 
places en the northern edge of the perimeter. It appeared as though the va 
initially attacked the .outpost from the south, possibly as a feint resulting 
in a concentratien of RF defending in this area while the VC penetra.ted 
tee northern sector with little opposition. There wre 15 slain defenders iri 
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... ~ ..... the~renoh line on'efie southern edge, eight in tho center and· northern edge 

and seven were found outside the perimeter. There were no va OR the hill. 
~n exceptionally large amount of expended oartridges were located in the 
vic inity of the .,slain RF indicating t,hat they had defended the outpost in a 
valiant manner. -

At 2017l5H the remaining elements of the Battalion moved by foot from 
the vicinity of Landing Zone Q.U~.IL southeast to vioinity ooordinates BS 
461842 arriving at 202000H. No contact was reported during the movement. 
The Battalion cP waS established at BS 461842~ . 

~t 20l900H an attached HST man.detonated an anti-personnel mine and 
was killed. 

Compeny I (- )(Rein) remained at the .bN HOA Outpost thiro~hout the 
night and did not enco unter MY enemy contact. . 

458843. 
458841, 

Company K established night time positions vicinity coordinates BS 
Company L established night time positions vioinity coordinates BS 
No contact was reported by either company. 

c. D+l, 21 }1arch 1966. At first iight Companies L, K and part of H&S 
oonducted a detailed sweep of the area where they had spent the night since 
it was dark "Then they moved into posi ti on. ll.n inspection of the a:rea ro­
vealed a number of shelters and caves,two loaded Thoopson machinegun mag­
azl.nes and a few women and children. ThesG villagers were interrogated and .. 
provided lioited intelligence.regarding VC activities. Two caves were de­
stroyed in VINH TUY (1) and (2) and three ves wore apprehended • 

.l.t 210950H the Battalion (-) co1!1t1enced a sweep from their ni8ht time 
positions in aneester~ direction arriving in the viCinity of coordinates 
BS 4958:39 by 211400H. The Battalion CP was established at BS 495839. .At 
BS 494847 Company L located a 2,000 pound cache of rice along with va docu­
ment s and a number of unident ified small arms cas ings. 

At 211500H Company L in conjunction with Company K comnenced a search 
and. destroy oporationsoutheast toward TID.as: iJiI NOI (1) vicinity coordinates 
BS 505845. 

k.t 2115l5H the Js it flank of Company L came under intense s.oall arms 
fire from an estimated ten to fifteen va at BS503847. Fire was returned and 
the area exploited. Four VC KIA ·and two carbines wore reoovered. When Com­
pany L continued their advance to the east they were again taken under fire 
with a very heavy volume of machinegun, automatic weapons, and small arms 
fire at B~ 505847. The ve force estimated to Q9 a company was well dis­
persed and deeply entrenched. Fighting was as close as 30 ~o 50 meters and 
lasted until 21l830H when the VC broke oontact and fled north. One of the 
Company L officers who wa.swounded and evacuated to "BII }led stated that his 
platoon was rcsponsibie for killing at least £iv~ VC·and p~ssibly another 15-
The va element had attempted to flank his platoon and was oaught. in an open 
field wrere they wore subjected to intense small arms, mac.b:tnegWl and M-79 
fire. Five were seen to fall and not move. Fifteen othe~s fled to a small 
cane field where they had no covered route of withdrawal. The field was 
struck with mortars, machineguna, M-79, and small arms. Dua to extremely 

14 

DECLASSIFIED 

(F) 



DECLASSIFIED 

. '. 

nwttASSflt·. •. 
heavy firef~Il ano1'har ~ea; this looationoould n~be' searched •. .f~ll ele­
ment s of Company L wore engaged as wasOor.1pan,y K adjac ant to them. An art il':' 
lery mission was requested but delayed about one and one half hours betause of 
communication difficulties. Theso difficulties are discussed in paragraph 
12. d. j~ o·lose air support mission. was also requestef;l but did not arrive 
until darkness had sot in and therefor~ had to be cancelled. During the same 
engagement Company K moved to coordinates BS 509835 to provide support for 
Oompany L. They too came under intense autoinatio weapons/small arms fire. 
Company K .. attempted to call in artillery and cd.r s upportbut encounter?d the 
same oO¢~Unication difficulties as Company L. Company Krcported positively 
killing one VO .and possibly killing ~lcven more and wOunding at l~ast two. 
aomp~ L suttered 17 WIll. and five KIh~ COliPEn~· .. K suffered oight VIi. and 
one m. .h11 friendly 1;iIi. and l\'Ii-. were evacua.ted at 211900H except for three 
KIA from Oompany L who could not be evacuated untii ~irst light on the. 22nd. 
Oom~any 1 established night timo positions at BS 503940. Company K est~j­
lished night time posi.tions at BS 503836. No contact was reported during 
tho night. 

At 21091511 Company I (- )(Rein) departed A1~' HOh Outpost on foot and 
proceeded southeast to vicinity coordinates BS 488843 in order to rejoin the 
Battalion. 

At 2l1650H Company I established defensive positions vicinity coor­
dinates BS 495838 and rem.ain as Battalion reserve. 1.t 21.183OH the Battalion 
01' was taken under fire by apprax:imately 30 VC from coordinates BS 495833. 
Simultaneously the VC frOID the same area took 2nd Battalion, 4th llkirinesaI? 
under fire (located about 1,000 meters south of 3rd Battalion, 7th }hrines 
Cp). Both Company I and the cPGroup returned fire. Company I reported 
possibly killing foUr ve. The area was not searched by 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Ma.J!ine· units becauso the area froll which the firo originated was in 2nd 
Ba.ttalion, 4th l'1arines sector a.nd 2/4 was hitting it with artillery. The areE 
was later searched by elements of i/4 and .it was reported that several In dies 
were extracted from that ~amlet. 

d. D+2. 22 March 1926. J:.t 220800H a Company 1 patrol was dispatched to 
the area where they had received the intense fire the previous night. Tho 
patrol located one VO KIll. and various items of eneIlliY' military equipment: six 
BAR magazines, one submachinegun, several hundred rounds of .30 caliber am­
munition, five hand grenades, five helmets, packs a.nd severa.l uniforms. The 
patrol also located an area where apprOximately ten bodies had been dragged 
toward the north. 1l. further seardh of the area failed to locate the bodies. 

1.t 22l200H Company L swept north to the: ,hamlet <Xl mplex 'located at 
BS 504849. l~t BS 501851 Company L spotted ten to fifteen VC in khaki uni­
forms crOSSing a rice ~ddy. M artillery mission was called. 11. search of 
the area' failed to reveal any evidence of VC casualt ies. 

J.t 221030H Companies I and K commenced a swoep from BS 50,s37 to 
Phase Line REIIl vicinity ooordinates BS 521837. l~t 221245H the rear elements 
of Company K e.nd CompaIlY I were taken under fire. Both oompanies returned 
fire. Company K killed two VC but "ICro unable to locate their weapons. Com­
pany K suffered one ~. and two heat oasualties • 

.b.t 221615H Companies I and K were helilifted from BS 5l98~6 to BS 
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1JtI:tmnl: , • ,~: I 
" 566715:~·.ht 22l700~o~any L and: the rema.,inder oft Battalion was heli­

lifted to BS 565775. By 22i745H all e1emehts of 3rd Battalion, 7th l1ur;L'I1.es 
had arrived in the new object~ive area vicinity Hill 23, BS 5657750 J~t 221815 
Companies L and K oonunencod a sweep from the north toward the hamlet complex 
of PHUOC LOC, BS 560766. Compa~ I was held in reserve/blocking position at 
BS 557778. The Battalion CP was located at BS 565775. 

" 

, , 

llt 221830li the trailing elements of Company L including their engi .. 
neer attachments along with the Battalion CP' \.tote taken under sniper fire by 
an estimated VC force of tert to twelve.' ~e snipers were located in the up­
per branches of trees in the vicinity of the CP~Erigineer personnel attached 
to Company L killed foux of the snip(,!rs ~ Personnel froin the B~ttalion OF 
continued to return fire as. well. Simultaneously Companies J, and K were 
taken Wlder intense fire from an estimated battalion sizo force tbat was well 
entrenohed in bunkers and fortified positions that extended 800 to 1,000 
meters along the northern edge of PHOOC LOC (1). .li.mong tho weapons used by 
the cnorrw during this cncoWlter were .30 and .50 oaliber machineguns, 57mm 

. recoilless rifles, M-79, 60mm and 62mm mortars" v~ious automtic weapons and 
small arms. COtlPany K suffered six WIi. and two Krl.. Company L sufforod 25 
~aA and five KIh. Companies K and L returned fire and c~llGd in,numcrous 

. artillery missions. The artillery response w¥ rapid" and accurate. During 
and after the fire fight noar~ 2,000 rounds of' 155mm ammunition were deliverec 
in the PHUOC LOC hanlet and adjacent areas. Several fixed wing airstrikes 
with 250 pound bombs, rockets, and 20mm cannon were run. Due to the com-
bined efforts of infantry, air and artillery 60 VC were killed and another 
125 possibly killed, 98 wounded and 85 possibly wounded. 

e. ]+3. 23 ~$xch 1966. 1m attempt was made to secure a landing zone to 
evacuate the wounded. Because of continuous small arms. sn:i,per fire it "was 
230330 H before a helicopter could be brought ind,o evaauate tho casualties 
from Coapany K. . The walking 'fOunded from Compa.n.Y L moved to the Battalion OP 
during the night for evaouation by helicopter. 

\ 

l..t 230410H Company I and the Battalion DP received approiimately 40 
rounds of 82r.u:1 arid 60mm ,mortar fire. Artillery and coWlter-mrtar fire was 
truilediately returned on the suspeoted en~ position with excellent results. 
Company I suffered 25 WL. as a result of tree bursts of mortar fire, 15 WJ:A 
required medical evacnation. 1..11 but one wore walking wounded. ~ 23073bE all 
friendq KIA and "iIi. had been evacuated. 

L.t 231015H Company M was detached as tm Task Force Reserve and heli­
lifted into the objective area. COLlPany L WeB helilifted to the vicinity of 
the artillery group and assumed the mission as Task Foroe Reserve/Lrtillery 
Group Security. The helilift was oompleted at 23l230H • 

.i~t 231230H Companies M and K cor.unenced a sweep from the Battalion OF to 
the PHUOCLOC hamlet complex. While mOving into position to oommence the 
sweep both elements were delayed by heat oasualties (new~ joined replaoe­
ments) that required medioal evacuation plus a requirement to provide a 
security element for a downed helicopter. .l~t 231330H Compan;r I was dispatched 
to BS 563772 so as to establish a blocking position for COLlpanies K and M. 
Companies K andM entered the hamlet from the east and swept to Phase Line 1/:1 
vicinit,y coordinates BS 563766 and by 231S45H established Dight time po­
sitions vicinity coordinates BS 566766 •. L,t 23l700H Company I commemed 
sweeping east toward ~ha6e Line 1k viCinity coordinates BS557767. Oomp~ I 
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'utfCt~f!lrSh~d night tie posi tionsat BS 558767. No atvity was reported 
during the night. 

f. D+4, 24 Margh 1966. .i~t 240700H Oorapanies I, K, and M oontinued in 
their search mission. 

J.t 240800H the Battalion OJ? displaced to ::ss 562765. The rema.l.n:I.Ilg 

hours of Dt4 were spent conduct ing a thorough search of the hamlet coIlplex 
of ?HUOO LOO (1) and PHUOO LOO (3). The entire hamlet complex was oomposed 
of numerous fighting holes, gun er.1placeme.llts, trench lines, caves, tunnel and 
punji traps, The Battalion was scheduled to be retracted by motor oonvo,y at 
241500H but due to the extensi va network of enem;y fortifications and tunnels 
that had to be destroyed, retraction was delayed for 24 hours. Oompany 0 (-), 
1st mngineer Battalion was helilifted to PRUOe LOe to assist in the destruction 
of ene~ emplacements. 

In order to maximize on the additional time available in PRUOe roc 
hamlet a request for additional iJCVN intelligence personnel and interpreters' 
was submitted. ilJithin two hours two hRVN intelligence specialists from 2nd 
Infantry Division Headquarters, QUANGNGAI and two interpreters arrived. 
Their services were used ver,y effectively in processing civilians, vee, VOS, 
and intelligence documents. On the night of 24 l'Iarch Companies I, K, and M 
along with the Battalion "Cbmmand Group spent the night in the PHUOC LOG ham­
let complex. No enemy contacts were reported that night. 

g. D+5, 2~ March 1966. lit 250630H Oompan;y I commenced a sweep of PHUOC 
LOC (2) and (3 from west to east. Company Mprovided a blocking force on 
the north' and east sides of the hamlet complex. No enemy contact was re­
ported. i.:t; 250800H Oonpany C (-), 1st Engineer Battalion cOffi[;lenced destruction 
of the eriE;my emplacements." .L.t 251000H approximately 500 Vietnamese refugees 
from SON TlNH District,~UANG NG.H arrived to evacuate several caches of va 
rice located in PRUOO me. The only means available to transport the rice to 
SON TINH District was by bicycle and individual baskets hand carried. Total 
rice evacur'1.ted in thG time available aLlounted to seven and a half tons, ap­
proximately one-third of the caches unoovered. 

During the remainder of the d~ intelligenoe speoialists processed 
several hundred villagers while Marine civil affairS teams rendered medical 
aid and other assistance to tho civilian populace. One hundred families de­
cided to move to the SON TINH refugee village. i.t 251500H the Battalion oom­
menced retraction by helicopter to 3rd Battalion, 7th l'1a.rines CP (Landing 
Zone ROBIN). By 251705H all Battalion elements were retracted. 

11. Bcsult§ 

a. F.iendly 

1) Kll - 15 

2) WIi~ - 100 (17 evao, 23 non-evac) 

3) 1m - None 

4) KBJ. - None 
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b. EpeIll'[ 

1) Ial:. (Confirmed) .. 72* 

~) KIn (Pbssibio) - 155* 

3) VlI1 ';;',100 

4) Wlil (Possible) - 100 

5) Nli:. -UnknoWn 

• 

6) KB L.ir/Arty/f.Iortars .. Confirmed"!, 40" lncluded in' 
Possible';;'115* figures above 

7) CapturedVCC - '10 

8) Captured vas ... 39 

e 9) EquLlment/Material Loss - 6 hand grenadas, 1 AK-47 rifle, 2 
U~S. carbines, 1 ) Chi Com carbine, 1" }u...~-36, ',I M-l Garand, 2 rounds 6Gmm Dortar, 
6 helmets, 3 ca:rtridge belts, 4 canteens, 8 magazines, 10 uniforms, 1 'Wire 
cutdier, 1 mortar night light, 7 packs, 3 ha.rnn.ocks, 5 ponchosj 3 u.s. mess 
gears, 1 U.S. field jacket, 1 air mattress, 1 stretcher, 1 mosquito not, 
peni9i11in, band-aids, medical supplies 

10) Rice Evac~ated .;.' 7* tons 

12. Adoinistrative ~tors 

a. SUl)D:Js". Resupply was accomplished by radio request and heli<XlDptor 
flown unit 'distribution. This operation emphasized the need for and the ad­
vantages of good logistical planning.. The Battalion received supplies on a 
daily basis commencing on D+1. Several points that should be, considered in 
future planning arc the use of a Rapid Request format for rosupply messages, 
this would shorten the length of radio ,messages and enhance clarity; 
the publication of an ammunition list establishing a standard pack for use 
in cOrn:tunication relluests. Tho unit di.stribution systeLl should be designed to 
acconodate the resupp~ of companios as opposed to Batta1ionsi a,fellow-up 
confirmation system that would inform the requisitioner that his relluest was 
to be honored and on time, this would allow for adjustments when too many 
units desire resupply at the same time; and finally provision should be made 
for the logistical support of un~ts, on.teli ted .. upon the Battalion by direotio: 
of higher· headquarters, so as to insure their continued support. Logistical 
planning should be bilateral and recorded for easy reference. 

b. MediCAl. Medical support throughout the 'operation was satisfactory •. 
The high casualty rate among corpsmen (2 KI.l. ana 3 W![j,) was offset 'by oan­
ipulation of corpsmen between the OP group and the conpanies. No wounded 
ltlsrine suffered duo to lack of treatment. Evacuation was 1>y helicopter and 
went smoothly oven during peak casua1t y periods. .b HST WaS attached to each 
company al14 the CP group. This made for efficient landing zone operation 
while casualty sorting was aocomplsiehd by unitcorpslllen. The failure on 
the part of the line cOI!Ipanies to car:r:y stretchers proved to be a weakness. 
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not general~ carried by th~Ornpanies, their bulk 

c. ~APsportaj;ion. The five troop Ufts by helicopter during the oper­
ation as well as the, tnruck transport on the first d~ went well. .{.dequate 
vehicles were available in each case. 

d. Oommnpica.:tjqos. CommUnications during this oIEl ration were marginal. 
The art1ller.y conduot of fire net was overloaded. There were two infantry 
battalions, the aXtiller,y battalion, and air observers all on the same net. 
In one instance there were eleven stations on the net with three of them 
attempting to conduc,t fire 1¥issions. It took this Battalion one and one half 
how:a to fire one fire mission. This problem was corrected on D+l. i~other 
,problem area encountered was the mutual interferenoe of the VHF radio cir­
cuits. This Battalion's Tc~!)tical net ahd the Regimental Command #1 net inter­
fered with each other as did tho artillery conduct of fire net and the Rogi­
mental Tn otioal net. This situation caused both dela.v and confusion. .Batt or 
frequency assignment,\ consideration of the relative strongths of the JJfjPRC-
10 and lill/PRC-25 radios and proper dispersal of equipment within OF sites . 
should bo examined to oVorcome this problem. Tactical move.rnent without con­
sideration of radio oapabilities also oaused difficulties. On sClveral oc­
oassions cornnunications 'acarne unsatisfaCtory beoause of the distance and 
terrain between the Battalion and the Task Force. The establishment of an 
aerial relay station would solve this problem. ' Radio prooedures 'With air ob­
servers was another area that suffered from poor control. The air observer 
would not always oheok in with the Battalion when in the Battalion I s zone 
of action. J..t other times the .k.O would utilize a net other than the DJ.O 
net, would check in with the Battalion and then shift frequency before a. 
mis~ion could be assignod~ or interfere by overriding the less powerful ground 
radios with his airborne set. In all of those examples the solution is the 
sane - establish control and striot procedures. Lengthy messages of the pre­
planned variet.r.elutter up the radio net. Such reports as the situation re~ 
ports, intelligenoe summ~ies, and routineporsonnnl and supply traffic should 
and could best be handled by courier. There should be several preplanned pick· 
ups daily. Report cutofi' times and 6uboission times should be planned in oon­
junction with these runs. RadiO ~eports should be limited to the short foroat 
type.:~ 

13. Spooial Eguipmf.m:t im,d TeChniQue;> 

a. Psyviar leaflets were distributed by means of air drop from an ~19 
aircraft. The coverage in the objoctive area was excellent and it was notioed 
that oany villagers had tho leaflets in thoir possession. 

b. ~n 1-19 aircraft, with attached loudspeaker was uti~ize4~to~broadoast 
Psy\lar propaganda. Effect and ooverage was excellent. 

c. 1m lJrVN intelligence officer WU attached to the Battalion and used in 
the interrogation of VeSt His presence and overall knowledge of Vietnamese 
oustons and the tactical situation aided greatly in separating intelligence 
from the bulk of information generated. 

,~ ,", 
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!ma.lSSfl~" .'. 
. . ·i4·~ ':'r ~jriunander' s ~d~ • 

a.Eno~ Engaged_ The enemy engaged exhibited a professionalism not 
heratoforc found in units with whioh this Battalion has had a oonfrontation. 
Further, their weapons and tactics added oredence to the theory that this 
was more than a local forc'c unit. Close attention to the va tactica util­
ized, as explained in pa.r~raph 7 t is suggested. 

i. The Entren2hed Enew. The Vi€teong enployed a. combination of .lose-in 
frontal fires from well camouflaged trenoh and cave networks ooordinated with 
snipers from the rear to engage our attacking forceS. The el.osG-in fuas some­
what negate the use of indirect fire support unless,' a withdrawal is made. The 
commander who is fully comoitted is left only with the ohoice of essault or 
withdrawal. The USe of scouting elements to the front while in the attack 
helps to Irevent surprise, foroes tho va to oommit himself, and gives tho 
ooooander an opportunity to maneuver his foroes to fix and to destroy. 

o. I.e.te i.fternbon Tactical Moyes. kttacking foroes are at a distinct dis­
advantag;-whcn !Joving to contact in i.he late afternoon. The cnamy force has 
o\servation, familiarity with the terrain, opportUnity of deoision as to en­
gagement or withdrawa.l, and assured advantages of darkness. In· order to fully 
exploit the capabilities and advantages inherent in a Battalion and its sup­
porting a:t'flS and to limit the mobility of the ene.rrw, tactical m9,!6s, be they 
by heHcopt'er or by foot, should be made as early in the d~ as J'0ssible. 

d. Field 11cdical T.reatment. In the planning for hospita.lization and cvac 
uation, consideration must be given to Oircumstanoes whioh ~ limit· or pre­
vent helicopter medioal evacuation. Casualties have exhibited a toierance for 
the tr&umas of their w~s. In most cases individuals hold up well to parioe 
of eight to ten hours, awaiting medical evacuation, without excessive hazard 
to their chances of survival and aggravation of the injury. .ll. medioal officer 
in the erea is considered highly desirable. 
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00;:: Isa.'CIIia • ..PTIVE # 286-J.CL" 

u.P.Gl1A'fI0N 'l'EAil.S 
1NTEa:WGiiJj HEPORT 

Date and Time of Capture: 221100H I-larch 66 Date:22 Narch 66 
Vic: B!:l 507844" ltPTffQS6-C&Time113C . 
Capturee by: 1-3-7 IT'r' UNIT:Sub ':ream! 
C1rcumsta~ "Hiding in bomb shelter." Lang Used' ~lm!!iG __________________ .-;"._ }lap Used:vig1pA-i( 

1/50 000 
Sheet 6zs6IV Sir. 
Ltp1 

Part I 

1. .dANK: PVT. NAI1E: NGUyEN: NI SER. No- N/A ____ ~-=~~____________ ~_L_~ ____ _ 

UNIT 4th Squad, 2nd PlatoQn. 2nd Co. 65th Bn, 5th Reg;. 
_tb Rly y 

ASSESSI1bNl' F l\IR LOW UNKNOWN 
-':Vln....:t::..:e:..:..:l::.:l~1-g-e-n-c-e--=E=-xp--=e~r:.:.:.1-en-c-e ....... -i~e~1.:.;1'::a b;;;1:::';l:;':i~t-Y--

CATEGOJ.Y __ ..:.A:..-___ ~(_B.) ____ ....;C::_ _____ ..... D=---

DOcmmNTS None 
~O~f~1~n~t~e~1--1~i~g-e-n-c-e-=I-n~te-r-e-s--t--------------------

EQ.UIP~iENT Ngne 
~O~f~f~n~t~e-l~l-i-g-e-n-c-e--I-n-t-er-e-s-t--------------------

Age: 15 / 
Present Address: XUA}ij PHUOC{H), THIEN PHUOC(V) 

DUY XUIEN ( D), :~UANG I~M'l (P) 
Parents: Father: nGUYEN HAU, 70 

Mother: NGUmN THI HAU, .6S 
Occupatto~ Carpenter 
rleligion: Buddhist 
Education: 4 Years 
Social CIa S8 : Poor 
Dialect: Central ~ 
ltlarital Status: Single " 
Date Joinedaevolutlo~" January 66 
Position in Revolution; Soldier 
Relatives Working for VC:lone "" 
Relatives Working for HVN.NGUYEN SO, tq).cle, palige in HOI , IN 

tJea pons: r'Z-land 2 grenades (turned over 
to captors-not forWarded) 

Assessment: See InterrogBtor's comment: 
INFOlU1K'l'ION OBTAINED ; 

Captive states he was forced to join the 65th Bn, a QUANG 
NAN province- main" force unit in January troa his hamlet of 
XUAN PHUOC, THIEN PHUOC(V). 

Page 1 of J estlXp.Jlrtls--
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• 
The captive 1,,'as in a hourewith 10 other men from ttm 65th 

Bn. When the house was hit by a bomb or artillery on 21 
r1arch 66. The other 10 vr.; dlrul in the attack and captive 
escaped to an underground family type shelter having been 
wounded in both knees with shrapnel. 

'rhe Americans sweep the f:I rea on 22 Narch findino- the cap-
tive. He \'18S evacuated to liB" Hed for treatinent. CJ , 

The 65th dn. is ",rell trained. The unit received 1 month 
training in Q.Ut .. l00i.H (p) prior to theirjourYlAY to QUANG NGAI 
(p) • 'The men were instructed in the us-sot ,itBteir individual 
weapons, but held no live firing exercises. Captive was 
armed t:ri th an MOot Rifle and 2 Grenades. 

'!'he,4th Division has 8 training area near AN T.iU~NG 
fllountain in Q.UAiGNAN (p) which is located about 15 kilometers 
ea st of the Lf:.OTlIAN Border and about 20 kilometers south\'.fest 
of DANA~G City. The Division moves about every 2 mohths ap­
prox. 7 to 10 kilometers for security. 

Nembers of the 65th Bn. "Jear black and grey uniforms. 
There are approx. 20 North Vietnamese in this Battalion who 
fill positions as political cadreman, platmlbn leaders t squad 
leaders and common soldiers. 

The 65th Bn left Q.UANG NAr1Province about 13 r1arch 66 
and walked over the mountain trail for 7 days, arriving in 
QUANG NGAI (p) on the evening of 20 March 66. The Bn. re­
mained overnight in an unknown Hamlet resting. Oil 21 Harch 
66 the Americans heIden airstrike and fired artillery into 
the hflmlet lo'!lth effect. 

1. 

2. 

J. 

}.j. • 

STRi:riGTH: The 65th Bn consists of approx. 400 men. The 
2nd Company consists of approx. 130 men. The 2nd pla­
toon consists of epprox. 30 men. The 5th squ3 d consists 
of 11 men. 

ORGUnZATION: C8ptive'sUnit. 05th Bn is subordinate to 
the 5th Regt. 4th Division. There are J Bns. in the 5th 
B.egt., the 65th, 66th bnd 67th Ens. EachBn is comprom­
ised of 3 platoons,. 1st, 2nd and Jrd. Each platoon is 
compromised of J squads. The 2nd platoon contain squadS 
4, 5,' and 6. 

DISPOSITION: Present time unknown. As of 21 i'iarch the 
65th Bn was-rocated in Vic BS507844. After air and ar­
tillery attack the 65th Bn dispersed to unkno"'n location. 

\JEf ... ~Oi\jS: ',The 65th Bn is equipped with the following 
1JIJeapons;, 
Jx60mm l'1ortars t;.ri th 10 rounds 20xK-50 S1I1Gs (squad leeder) 
3x Hf1G (NVN) 2x grenades eeen man 
9xBA£1 {1 each platoon4l 
JOOxN-l rifles (50 rounds each) 
lOxcarbines (platoon and company cadres) 

HISSION: 

B. Unit: Unknown 
Page 2 of 3 
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p;Win'i tlSid £IlL • :-', : ..... ,'. 
(Captive U28~-CL Cont 1nued) • 

b. Captives- to nght 

16. Ofl'HER ENEMY FORCES: NCNE 

7. 

8. 

9. 

A. SUPPLY; C~'l'l'ied rke sacks and packs from qlJANG NAM 
rp}. No provisions received enrqute. 

Bo. LOSSES 10 KIAs on 21 Harch 66 from bomb or ~rtil1ery 
in house ".,'here captiva 1;~as· hiding (vic as 507844) . 

C. tlE?LACEME~TS: Unknown 

.£EIiSUNA1~l'IES: 
NAKt$ . 
THAN TIEl>J 50 
'l'RAN MOT 40 
SAU 30 

\tANK 
CAPT 
ill'lK 
UNK 

ORG. 
65th Bn 
2nd Co. 
2nd Plt. 

DUTIES 
C •. (). 
C.O. 
Plt Ldr 

CHAaACTERISTICS 
CARBINE/SVN 
CAftBIl\HE/SVN 
K_;O/SVN 

t'iOnALJ:;: 'l'he more.Ie of the 65th En is Iowa s the men are 
afraid of dying~ one man deserted the Bn on 14 l~larch 66. 

a TAC1'I c§ I. Unknown 

b. OBSTACLJ£: Unkno\'!ll: 

Hi'l'r'BROG~TnR5 COjql',jE:j{l!" Capt~ve appears ¢ooper~tive. sincere 
and fairly intelligent. Captive interrogated after in­
itial treatment at uBn Med. He seemed receptive to in­
tel"ro~tlOJil but l,;as weak from los~ Qt blOOd end no food 
for 2 a.ays.-The fragmentetlon st 111,rema ins in his legs. 
Capt lve not lnterI"oge ted thcrougtlly. on -QUANG NAr1 Province 
because of the difficulty due to his pain aDa shock. 

DISPOSITIOl'l: 

VC SOLDIER 'fO !fe" f1ED DANANG r"Oil FUnTHEH rmmCAL TREAT'! 
HEN'! AND INTEHHOGATION. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
- G_2 III i'lJUi' . 1 

CONUSI'iACV J.2 (100) 1 
LY TIN 1 
ITT, DANANG 1 

G.2. 3d r-iarDl v 1 
G-2, I Gorps 1 
ADC ~HULAI 1 
S_2, 1st f1arines 4 
$-2, 7th t'Iarines 10 
Q,UANG NGAI . 1 
TAI1- KY 1 

7th CIT 1 
FSCC. 1st MarDiv 1 
Combined Intelligence 
Center Vietnam 1 

11~ P1le 1 
28 

BINH SON 1 
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