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HEADQUARTERS
3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
lst Marine Division (Rein) RMF
FPO, San PFrancisco 96802
3:FLHhus
5750
2 May 1966

From: Commanding Officer :

Tos Cormanding General, lst harlne Division (Re:Ln) FMF \(U\
Via:  Commanding Off:.cer, 7th Marines :

Subj: Cormand Chronology; month of April 1966

Ref: (a) Div0 5750,1 |

Enel:s (1) 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines Cormand Chronology with Attachments

1. 1In accordance with reference (a), the command chronology for the month
of April 1966 is submitted with attachments.
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1st Marine Division (Rein) FMF, Chu Lai, Repubhc of Vietnam

Re

3.
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Designation and location of reporting units

Period covered: 1-30 Aprll 1966

Cormanding Officer -
Executive Officer

s-1 Adjutant

8-2 Officer

S-3 Officer

S/ Officer
Cormunications Officer
Supply Officer

Motor Transport Officer
Bn Surgeon

Bn Chaplain

~ H&S Company Commander

"M Compeny Commander
"KM Company Commander
"Lt Company Cormender

'M" Conmpany GCormander

‘

3RD BATTALION, 7TH MARINES COMMAND CHRONOLOGY WITH ATTAGHMENTS

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA:

3rd Bat.tal:l.on, 7th Ha:clnes s

LtCol C. H. BOILEY .

Maj H. G, BALOGH
IstLt J. J. COVERT
Cept W. M. CLAPP

Maj R. A. CLARK

Capt H: E. F. VONCARP
Capt E. T. FITZGERALD
GySgt L. A. WEST
GySgt R. J. LABOUVE

- Lt (MC) M. G. ASHKAR (1-6 April)

Lt (MC) L. J. SHIVERS (6 - 30 April)
Lt (ChC) E., W. EPPS

Capt E..T, FITZGERALD

Capt J. E. CLEMENTS

1stLt W. M. LINGENFELTER

1stlLt E. W. HMAN, Jr, (1-18 ppril)
Capt M. J. QUINN (18-30 Aprll)

+ Capt T. V. DRAUDE

850 Enlisted

he Iverage Strength:  USMC: 29 Officers -
. 79 Enlisted

USN : 3 Officers

Du.r:r.nu the month of April 190 USMC enlisted and 12 USN enlisted
were joined ‘bo the Battalion., In addition, 119 USMC enlisted, 1 officer
and 10 USN enlisted were dropped during the month as a result of casualties,
ro‘tatlon and EiS.

B, SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS:

é April - A platoon combat patrol frofa Company M located vicinity coordi-
nates BS 585919 received six incoming &0mm mortar rounds and sutomatic wea-
pons fire resulting in one friendly WIA med-evac. The platoon returned
fire and called in sn artillery mission on the suspected enemy position.
The platoon then maneuvered and swept the area -~ no evidence of VG casual-
ties was revealed, However, on 8 Jpril a member of the BINH.SON Advisory
Team reported to this Headauarters that the adv:LSOry team had received in-
formation from a very religble source that seven VG were killed, nine
wounded, and four weapons destroyed, including one’ 60mm mortar, élurlng the
engagement . ,
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10 April - The civil affairs team was invited to celebrate the anniversary
of the death of NGUYEY PHAM!s encestor. PHAM lives in TRI BINH (1) (BS
555087) . The celebration lasted from 1100 to. 1400 during which time re-
freshments were served to the Marine guests. After the celebration the
civil affairs team distributed clothing through the hamlet chief to 125
villagers.. Toys were distributed to 150 children. The sbove i1tema were a
gift from the Church of Christ of Fallbrook and San Pedro, Celifornia. .

11 april - A fireteam reconnaissance/QOP from Company K located vicinity co-
ordinates BS 540930 sighted eight VC moving east on a trail vicinity coor-
dinates BS 549928, The OP called and received an artillery mission with ex~
cellent coverage., Two of the eight VG were seen after the mission was fired
and then disappeared in the underbrush, The remaining six VO did not reap-
Peal‘c ’ . . .

A squad blocking force from Company M located vicinity coordinate
BS 572933 fired on approxinately six VG fleeing from a Company M sweeping
force,. One VG was shot and captured. Three other VC were knocked down Dby
friendly fire but could not be locabted. The VG was evacuated to 3rd ITT,

- A UH1E (Cormand Ship) on station for a Compeny M sweep observed
one VG wearing a green uniform in vicinity coordinates BS 578955. The VC
fled after being seen, The UHIE fired on the VC wounding hinm. A second
UHLE lifted a fireteam from Company M to the area and captured the VC. The
VC was carrying a rice bag. His name appeared on the black list. The VG
vwas evacuated to 3rd ITT. ' o

b

A firetesn OP from Company XK located vicinity coordinates BS

. 540970 observed one VC who ran when observed by the OP. The OP fired on

the VC vhen hé failed to halt, wounding him, The VC was evacuated to 3rd
17T, | | | o
| 4_Company M apprehenéed 26 female and seven male VCS as a result

of a seérch and destroy operation in the PHU LE (1) village complex located

vicinity coordinates BS 575938, The VCS were evacuated to 3rd ITT. It was
later disclosed by 3rd ITT that 14 of the females and five of the nales were
affiliated with VC organizations. : . :

15 ppril - Captain Robert L; HOFFMAN 079674 U846 reported to this organi-
zation from Marine Barracks, PEARL HARBOR for temporary additional duty for
a pericd of 60 days in accordance. with FMFPacO 1530.5. -

20 April - Operation "SHORT CHANGE® (See ippendix (@)). While participating

/in a company size search and destroy operation in the UG A hanlet complex
(B3 504913), Company K discovered a cache containing an estimated 25,000

pounds of rice. Rice was evacuated to the BINH SON District Headquarters

by helicopter. - _
4 2 - ENCLOSURE (1)
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21-26 Apr -A MAG-36 helicopter dispersal plan was executed on several oce
casions during this moonless period., Ten H-34 aircraft were positioned
“overnight within. the confines of the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines CP per:.-

neter, : S

21-23 Apr- Operatien “HQT SPRINGS" (See Appendices (2) and (3) was based on
" intelligence information.disclosed from a V¢ rallier who surrendered on 20
April 1966, By 211315H the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines had lended by heli-
copter in QUANG NGAI Province and was conducting a coordinated search and
destroy operation in conjunction with 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines and ele-
ments of 2nd ARVN Division. At 211445H the first contact was made - Come
pany M continued: the sweep keeping pressure on the withdrawing VO elements,
The last VO position was overrun at 211900H, During the engagement Company
M suffered four KIA and 15 WIA; the VC element suffered 31 KIA and an un~
known number of WIA, Except for sparadic sniper fire only one other contact
was reported resulting in VG KIA. Activities ended at 231930H.

24 April - A Cormand Group from the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines assumed com-
mand of the GHU LAT Air{ield Defense, 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines also proe
vided one rifle company (Company X) as did 2nd Battalion, 5th Merines (Com-
pany BE) to make up the nucleus of the defense group.

25 April - Company L (-) was helilifted to the TIEN DAO village complex (BS
577916) for a one day search and destroy operation on suspected VC in that
area, .While Company L was sweeping they surprised two VG on a trail killing
one platoon leader and recovering a U.S. made Thompson sub-machinegun,

On this date the following persomnel went to QUANG NGAL to re~
ceive the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry Medal for their actions in Operation
"HOT SPRINGS".. The awards were presented by Major General LA, Commending
General, 2nd ARVN Division: Cross of Gallantry with Palm: Captain T. V.
DRAUDE; Cross of Gellantry with Gold Star: Staff Sergeent J. F.. ROMEQ; Cross
of uallantry with Silver Star: HN2 R. L. LEWIS, Corporal 0. S. GEPOZZOLI,
Lance Corporal D. K. MCMILLIAN; Cross of Gallentry with Bronze Star: Corporal
R. E. BETTS, Corporal V.J. KWIATEK, Major R. A. CLARK, Sergeant R. D. RITTER.

2’7 April - The Commanding Genera.l III MAF, Lieutenant General L, WALT and
the Commanding General, lst Marlne Dlvn.s:.on, Hajor Generel L. J. FIELDS visw-
ited TRI BINH (1) (BS 555987). - After meeting the village officials, a short
talk was given to the school children explaining how the children would -be

the future leaders of the:.r country,

CIVIL AFFATRS: - During the nonth of Apr:Ll the 3rd Ba.ttallon, 7th Marines
civil affairs team treated over 1,413 villagers, These villagers received

- over 3,9'79 treatments. Almost Qa.‘l.ly visits by the team was made to TRI

- BINH (1) (BS 555987), TRI BINH (4) (BS 561978), and TRI BINH (5) (BS 566971).
During April misic appreciation, medical aid and Engllsh classes were en~-

hasi zed.
P 3 HNCLOSURE (1)
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CONFIDENTIAL
G. DOGUMENTS:

“1. Frag Oider 6~66 (Appendix (1)) '
Concept of Operations (SHORT. CHANGE) (Appendix (2))

2. After Action Report, Operation WHOT. SPRINGS" (Zppendix (3))
. 3, vBattalion Position Overley #1 (Appendix (4)) )
~ Battalion Position OveRlay #2 (Appendix (5))

~Battalion Position Overlay #3 (Appendix ()
vBattalion Position Overlay #4 (Appendix (7))

L . ENCLOSURE (1)
CONFIDENTI AL
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 CONFIDENTIAL :
c grd Battalion, 7th Marimes
Hy Yol Y , JU LAIL, RVN
ONF PENTIAL 2107158 april 1966

Frag Order 6~66

Ref's

Tine Zone:

- . SITUAT

8.

be

(a). 3raMarDiv Oper0 343-65

H

ON

Emeny Forges

1)

2)

3

&)

4 VO rallier reported the existence of the lst VC Ragiment in
Central SON TINH District, QUANG NGAI Provimce on 20 March 1966,
This information has been comfirmed and placec the elemenba of
the lst Regiment in the following locabions:

a) lst VC Regimental CP - Vicinity BS 531819

b) TUnidentified subordinate bmum (Infantry) - Vieinity

BS 547827

¢) Unidentified subordinste o battalion (Imfantry) - Viciaity
BS 547817

d) Unidentified subordinate battsliom (Iafanﬁsy) - Vicinity
o BS 539808

e) Unidentified subordinate battahnn (Hivy Wpne) - Vicimity
_ BS 530808

£) 21st mrk Regimemtal CP {Unoonfirmed) — Vieinity BS 532816

Weapona of the lst Regiment are a polygot mixbure of small srms,
tut hesvier weepons are kmowam %o exist ia the hands of this unit
as well, Both 57sm and 75mm recoilless rifles, and Slam and

. 0mm mortars, «re kmewn to be in the imvemtory of the 1st VC

Regiment. A battsry of six 12,%mn asti-aircraft machireguns is
organic.to the Wespons Batislion.

Eneny Fortifications, See Ammex A (Euemy Defensive Fortifications

Tt iIs amticipeted that the spemy force will stbempt to withdrsw
from the objective area when mgjor fr';andly forces are imtroduced,

He possessss the capsbility to defe eviocusly
established dsfensive positions, 3rd Bn!? th Mar, Log Mo
. /SE-66
Friendly Forces e Copy #0723

1) 3rd Battaliom, lst Marines (Re ;

ta) Reserve) .\04. 10| 5~ 6@‘

DOWNGRADED AY 3 YEAR INTEEVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. CO&!F:DE NT! A\L
DOD DIR 5200.30 ol %
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D—d gx.. 20 April 1966 )

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY |
3rdBn,PthMar _ 17 Apr 1966
CHANGE TO THE GONCEPT OF OPERATIONS | ,

-4

Under eover of -darkness commeneing D2 movo onc platoon (rein) to

cstablish OP/blocking-pesitions vicinity BS 518919, BS 511921 and

BS 520910 (Scc Operation Overlay). At L-howr on Deday, from Landing
Zonc ROBIN, simultancously helilift onc platoon into Landing Zono CRAB,
BS 496921 ond enc platoen inte Landing Zono SCALLOP, BS 500908, Immod- -
iately thercaftcr onc platoon will bo heolilifted inte Landing Zono
LOBSTER, BS 497912, This platoon will cstablish OPs with primary

responsibility to the west, and a secure area for the Battalion Come
mand Group. A

Upon ¢omplotion of the initiel helilift into Landing Zono CRAB,
SCALLOP, and LOBSTER turn-cround aircraft will lift one platoon into
the. previously ostablishod OP/blocking positions vicinity BS 511921
and onc company {-} inte OP/blocking position vicinity BS 520910, 4

Battalion Command Group and onc scction of 8lmm mortars will bo holie

1iftcd to Landing Zone LOBSTER. All units will conduct a coordinated
scarch and destroy operation centored about the DUG AN Hemlet comploXs

On the aftcrnoon of D-day one company and tho Battalion Commmnd
Group will be retracted to Landing Zone ROBIN to resume inercased night
activity rosponsibilitics,. ' '

On the aftermoon of D+3 all remaining units will be retracted to
Landing Zome ROBIN from a landing zono to be announcod.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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On the aftcrnoon of D+3 all wnits will be rotreeted Yo Lending
Zonc ROBIV from a lendin- zonc to be ennounced.

3+ Opcrction OVGI‘;._?;L S e

g O-1i
CRAE
ORI
)
L 08sTE R |
@ A’
SCALLOR
DISTRIBUTION: 7th Maxr (8)
3rdBn, TehMex (20)
2 FOR OFFICILL USE ONLY
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) - HEADQIARTERS'
— ~ 3rd Battalion, 7th Marincs
: : . 1st Marinc Division, (Rein) FMF
FP0, San Frencisco 96602
R 3:RHS8: FLH hws
. : ' 3480
_ : , ' 30 Apr 1966
~ Fron: Go1ua.ndina Officcr
To: Cormanding Officer, 7th Marines
H
Subj: Corbat Operations &7tor Action Report
(a) Frag Order 6-65
i, Operabion MHOT SPRINGEM - Semrch and Dostroy
24 ?,108_30}1 to 2231920H | o

3.  SOW . TINH/BI.TH{ SCN Districﬁ_, QUENG NMCGAT Province
4o 3rd Bebtalicn, 7th Marines, lst Marine Division (Roin) FMP
5. Licuheonant Colonel C., H., BOLEY USMC
6., Task Crzanization
»d Ba, Tih Mear ~)
7 :

. Flat, Co C, lst Engr Bn
g +d Bn, 1lth Mar

7.

On 2L Apr

ion vas Coile
rencecd fron .f‘ Nfu« Alrficide. i g ubilizod for
'bhc povencnt and t’r» 1if'% was Comp2e it é 2y g 11"-017\/ 230315H, 4t

"”"kﬂ 'hno A;.!,. alrcraft arrived on stabtion & : station un~
ki ich tine thelr control wasn : Patltolion
an alrhorns FAS vho ¢o lod s.'i.rs“.*:.'.l\c in
« AF 232303 tuo P8 L,mrwafn arrived on station and
telion control until 212¢I0IH at which tine derlkiess and
Aao'l_'l.eq then to return o bass. This £light of PuB air-
'"Od 'wn.‘nst en-on ory harget, AL :lz“On a Snockey Gold

2 shelidon w r“’ Sllonination throughout the night,
';’,2 April 1f‘ ; d alreraft deparbed,

*

[l
[

On 22 April 1966 =t 1540 a requesh for holicopters to 1ift 30
troops of Compeny M o NUI VO was submitied to DLSC._ At 221700H four H-34's

S
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arrifoed end comploted tho requested lift, At 222015H Nailfile Lanplightor

arrlved on station and provided illiminction wntil £irst light of the 23na,
4% 230C00H Nailfile Lanplightor deparicd, At 230845H a requesth |
for twe I-24%s was subnitted to 1ift six Victnanese PAT's and inberprotors
fron BINH SON to our position. This nission was conpleted at 231035H. A
230930H a reo qaos’\; was subnitted to 1ift the Babifali-n Cormendor from coor-—
dinates B 518280 to Landing Zone RTBIN at 160CH, At 2312304 a rooucst
for one pl‘lOI‘:l"b;y' ned-evac was subnitted. This ned-crac uong coztl-plo"cwed ab
231305H, At 231320H another ned-evas was requested for a nan fron Cone
p=y L. 4t 221350H the helicopters arrived at Cempany L's position, and
co_.a.pmwd the evacustion. These sane helicopters additionally ovacuated.
Twn VGE fron the Batiali ion Cris position. ‘ ’ T——

——

he Tire Support

supno'r' W'J.S 1'~:r‘ov:l_ﬁcd by 3rd Battalion, 11th Marinos (-)

X amd I, 374 Bo tqllon, 11th Ma.rlncs, a
ul 'fi*bzer Bau bI')r Klow“a from tne Ath Battalion, 11th

¥ Meywitzers fron the Zrd 8% Howltacer Bat.
five suppors -~-uts sncluded two scetions of &loua nwon.
w7, Zed Bathalian, 7th Morines. and fhe corpaniesl fﬁ‘.ﬂ:\

o e Yrnn
J -
tors L‘r'on nes ¢

nomtar sechions,

2) Fron 210%30H April until 221700H April, all. artillery was in
general support of the umits participating in the operation. 4t 221700H,
BL"GCC I, 21d Ba 'btiinn, 11th Marines was cebachad fron 3rd Battalion
() (Re m) 11th Marines and attached to 3rd Bott caldon, Tth Marines for
whor thoy provided céirect support wntil dotachsd et 231800H, The two soc
tilons of &lima norters were retained in gf\m oral suppor't of the Baticlion,
and the &0mn norters were in dircct support of their regpective conpanies,

<.

3) During the operation a totel of 174 artillory rounds were fired
Guring the condact of soven nissions. In additicn, 23 rounds of &lim nor—
tar e ion wore fired during fvwo nissions, No eignificent survell-
lances ori for eny nisslonss

i%h the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines
CP to cormion cren. Cne nfasion was called
et 213500 v 4o the 80 houitzers
et vins anded b Tixnd © landel cpprowinately 4,000
oier b u'.ge'... Tae nature of toxy fires,
15 ea The Batoalion C2 wag )/ D832,
46 = Fire niesion fron Gomp wes called,
'w ’c, wag autcnabic Weanons was ired by
~alion, 11lth Marines aad rage Woasd reccelved.
213-.5?7 - AT mo nigsion was ¥ ,‘pcr.f M en VG fir-
ing fron trocs o5 B3 5430235, &la mor , with poor effect as
the mounds covld not be brought on tew sopy I, 30d Betbalion, 11th
erincs thon fired on the wane unrgo"‘ ¥ thoaveallont COvorngls

5o
T o
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211635 ~ A fire mission was roccived from Company M on heavy
mrtonatlc weapons f‘:l.rc 'w't. PS‘ £5] Q”7. A tah 1 of 28 rounds were fired with
23 wandg 21 poor comvmiicaticns only

Wan

ﬂr—

was never cntered
: waeas coordinates,  Come
and ovacualed, end his scout chbesrver toolr cver the

.
CLC.:

210320 —~ A five uission uos roceivod fron Coz-'pany M on hcavy
anboniatic weapons and noxrtars

ciledr Tire Fom ff".‘:f:L con rrrfm.
Rert “hhlon,
Leh LM. w R

: A - Bﬂxt"“y r, ,::a.

38 anu the rcunds land o eperexinstely 13 542829,

n close promindty to thoe . CEASE .'_re was called
dad,

A f‘iro nission was received fron Corpany M on autonatie
¢ abt BS 552827, Dus to ned-cvae and the proxinity
salon was never corplooed. & total of four rounds

al s.‘

In_e b g

pery Moab 8BS Soonas,
t 11th Morinea,
231800 - ,h HAlrha €2 Grouan was extrocted fron the objcetive
wed Lo Frd Rettal3e . 7tn Marines arvea. EBattary I,

i gs was returned to tha eantwal of 3pd Babtiolion,

5) GCorments and Recormondations

a) TFire support was gonerally outstanding although on two oce
oons initizl romds were far Ll‘lO'IJ[,h off target to posc a cdanger Lo friendly

b oldea) and deg)).

) Somey s was naintained throughout the operation,
alt‘*oun‘l the 39025 :‘Lssued to the Fi00 gave spotty perfornonce.

¢) Closc ligison was naintoined between the Bettalion and
Reginental TS5, This seened to hoad off nany trovble ereas before they
QC'/,,L(“D 3G 11 un prohlens.  The FECC was corpbantly wwore of the location of
f' Cl LY W .‘ Ha

aj ‘Ika),Y M nade extromely eff~27tive wse of artillery suppord
ng tho cover of artillery firc to .:'cuu:_;i.;uy menoavoer troopse I was
Tirst timo Lhot this technique hae beon used, wund it werked quitc wall,

c) A naval gnfire spot tean was provided to augnent the pere
gsonnel on the FO toans. They were eaployed as a Tean and assigned bo Core-
pany L, This ailowed the use of 2uil tooms with each o DONYY. Thoy per-—
ferned in a highly comendable newner, It iz rocommoendcd the naval gun-
five augnentation be provided in fubture cperaticns where nn naval o-npf ira
support is providsd,
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7. Imtelligemce '

& i

a. Anticipated Strongth ans

1)

to the sud

| tneead In reactlon
goigition of walid Lig ccavion and the ac-
w5t VO Reginent. th ; i»;'aftcr this information was
,{“LJcﬁwbuttalloq operation was organized and newnted. The

the intelligence was confirmed by the operaticn.

) The pre-Deday information placed “he lsc TC Reginental Head-

in an area of rolling hills in w§st central SCON TINH District,

o) I Province (vieinity BS 531819), The suboriinate battelions of
the Reginent, four in nmmiber, werc grouped in an unus uﬂjly tight formation
in the same general area, Unidentified at the tine of the ruport, thase
battalion » reporbed to be et BS 547827, BS 547817, BS 539808, and BS
53080¢, VELy Thu latter coordinates represents the reported lo-
cation of =n unlwonuifi Wbapnn« Rattalion, supposonlj arzed with at laast
3ix 751 recoilless riClcs and ain Lnknown mmber of 12.71 anti-aircrafd
nachinecsuna nd other heavy weapons. :

o

g
T
PSRN 4
™

3) It was ont1c1betcc that the enamy foree, when confronted wit!
najor friéendly wnits’ vould fight a scories of deleying actions with relatively
srall forces in an effort to cxtricate the majority of their troops. Prob-
wle routés of withdrawel were considered tec be primarily to the southcast,
with northerly and southwesterly routes believed to be sccondary. Obviously,
the cnany ¢id possess the capability to defend in strength fran prepared
positions knowm to cxist throughout tho area.

‘m

b, Curreacy and Source of Intellicence

1) This operation provides an oxccllent cxanple of the inercasingly
frequent usc in our ereas of thoth intelligence ox 00&1%¢0Uslj ocxploitod,
The 1ntp1115 once geined on the location of thl najor VO wnit was as current
as could he DUSSlDlV cxpected.

9) The basic source of infornation on cneny dispesition
cation was provided by a defcctor wao voluntarily mave hinself w
personnel at NUL TRON outpost, southwest of the objective area, This VG
soldicr pinpointel the lecaticns of the various elcments of the eneny force
both fron a holicopter and on a nap. This inforiatlon was provon o 5
quite accurate when the operation was conducted,

3w
ot

O

-,
0.

’b

3) Although the defector provided exnell v informaticn whieh wos
Yater confivned, the ded¢ision to execute the operallcon tas &b 10&uu Dar 1q]1y
basged on agent roports developed by 2nd ARV 7;?12_,1 at QUATG HGLT and
others, as well as classified dnk clligence gathering moong.

¢, oirength and Situction Aphually Encountered

1) This orgmigzation, along with one other U.S. Marine battalion
andé two Victnangse batﬁelloqs, made the initial heliborne assault, 2nd Bat—
tolion, 74h Marines ond the two Vietnanese units landed first in landing
zoned weat of the ObJOthVO arca after scveral hours of heovy air and or—
tillory preparation. Shortly after landing and sweeping oast, these umits

L
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establighed so0lid contact with VC forces., This RP‘t"’-:"lJ_Ol’l lancéed shortly
thoreafter in a la.ﬂglng zon2 just vorthwest of the objeetive arca mnd be-
gen sweeping cast towards the reporisd losation of tho lst VO Regire ntal
CP. No comtact was nade for several hours, duc o the heavy preparation
of lending zones which uudoubtedly drove enany units from the avea

2) Conmtact with a reinfcrcod VO conpany wad nade by Company M at
proximately 1500 on the afterncen of Deday. WUsing & nortars, nachine-
anC other auton: Lh > Waape the enany tenaciously defended their pre-
cefonsive positions fron C

mlet (vi 11n1+v BS 547329). In
coursc of the thrac hour Pig ey woere killed wfmh on additional
a2ongidered posgible,

3) This conkact with VG forces on ‘)—-Qav vas Jrhe only najor contact
nade during the course of ehe operal: Lot eninor firve

>
was received on D42, bubh it conshitw .\ont

Ce V3 Units Tdontifi

1) Althovgh conbest was nade with a company sized elenent oi’ Main
Force Victeong on the {iret day of tho operation, the- cngagenont was, of
such a @narp, violen®h noiure that no orischors nor deocunents were takon
with whis Ty the onely unit. Consoquently, tbo eneny force was
oo organization, Documents captured Dy othor units in-
wonu, w3, in fact, the eneny unit prosent
zported., It is logicel to presanc that the eneny

rent of the lst VS Roginent,

.

Qo mificant Intellisence Godnod
'ﬂog fron the Population. Due to the heavy are
ulllory 4 o of the cbjcetive arca vhich drove then avay
only o xm"ow of cmnllmm were contacted throughout the oper-
a.,lou. ware. sm*ﬂ were cither very cld or children, ond provided

Th J.S Lﬂ* off 01~*11:1. an persome hammered

L]

2) T’L(' hn 28, In the or ngacencht with Conpany M, the VC cle-
Coa mu.ingao £: 2z usual or'Ly on Their teras and
2ces of 'E‘J.»or_' choosing, ne gutonavic weapnns, snall oms,
1 nortars in o flexd ense of the GHAT NHLT arca.
Ly pro-
.-,."‘ ter.  As the
g

gunners or
7 Doree Qv
_"F_‘f"u

“olongc of
¢ that the o

G Rogine n'bul

2e fg a resull of
NHAY, 32 ency E lJ_ou w,Luh ;:no a)her fl’f\; con—-
Most of these kills were zg o resull of the orm"v oynen

Oy 5]
a1 arms, I nch.umgu.ns, . gronades, at very close gu

5
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AT

One encry uachinogun, a .30 colibor Broaming wes captured, clong with o BAR,

£, Weather and Terrain

1) Wegther. During the course of this operation, very clear weather
prexvailods W" ere wag no significant cloud cover to interferc with air opore
ctions., The coubing .,w.on of tonpeoraturcs over 1000 ang l’t@f‘**".ity of 90% cid
pose sgae problen to infardry fool mebility, This was par elerly True in
the casc of newly jeined 1'.*1@\0" inatized rer:lar‘:.oi:cnts, ‘.vaor.'.ﬂ. of which bo—
cane heat casualties. Jelt pills, teoikren rol igioucly wnder the supervision
of gnelii wnit “,cac“:ors, oare a 'mst on opora'n.onc in which the Marine nust

1

carry hoeovy loads under such adverse hoal/hwrnidity conditions,

L encountered by this Battelion in the zone of

The hill nass ot BS 5495229 is eritical
OI'I"lil’l in olil cdirectioms. Additionally
wming fron BS 573376 4o BS 578582 and Lguounu hizh

. - - N - O
To the north ond nerthwest is cxiticel in that it commands c.wide. cxpdzsb
£ lo oy the east, soulncast mnd southwesh, Corbain of the hore
lets, in the aveo, part 1cu3_w4_y CHAU FHAT (ES 54782%) are critieal tarrain
by virtue of thelr existing fortificctions,

b) Observation and Fields of Fire: Fronm the arcas indicated

as critical, gocd observabtion of swrrounding terrein moy be established,
F:J.clus of fire frcn these arcas vary, but in gereral arc linited by ter-

: ”nd Jn'bej?i'm"m” vogem.aon ::.‘,;u- CLCOlZ"‘ ’c.o o 1lt“tu :Lh
wide vod :

h o c@117

o+

e) Cover and Concealror e
gree, cover are provided by l‘O’VJ 3
aromnd tha h?"ﬂ.C’ s in the area,

in @nd

cover i

systen and Cighting holes in Cil4 Fleinity B3

zad nf-r::w.signal sugar
h’\l ow &ite ,n_-typo :
J.4’78§.9, . he de-

mying banboo and wire

o of L*rp'rc’ve cos
lis, A relativel sr.’»al_u nunb’*“ of
: in CHAU WHAT {vio!

Tron f"z st o] the hanlet with 3

o, gofongive uypv “ehet toele,

e) hvenues of fLoproach: Routes, by which any given point in
the objicotive arca and subsequently csesigned zore of getlon nay . be op-
Firbunlly wnlinited, due to the roasons stated under cov

z Battalion, 7th Morines (=) (Rein) in conjunction with the
oh Merines, 3rd Battolion, lst Morines, 5th ABVY Ronger Bote

-

tolion and tz, 1st Battalion Vietnamesce Marines conduct a heliborne land-
ing imto the centrgl scction of the SON TINI District, QUANG NGLI Province
to locate, fix and desvroy all eneny porsomncel cnd positions in the objechive

arCl.e
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9+« Concept of Operation.. On D-Cay at 0830H. two rifle conpanies, two :-—-
sections of 8lmm nortors end the Battalion Cormond Group to be-trans—. -
rorted by vehicls fron 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines CP %o the GUANG NGAT
Alrport, A thizd conpeny to be helilifted from the DUC AN Fanlet core
plex vicinity coordinates BS 505913 to the JUAHG NGATL Airport at 1030H

on DeCey . Gommencing st 2111C0H the Battalion (~)(Rein) to be helilifted
into Landing
stroy operation ho the east in conjurastion with other Marine and ARVH
waitse Artillsry to be provided by the 3rd Bettalion, 1lth Marines (=)
with 105's located ab NUI VOI Hill, BS 624847, 155's locgted at QUANG
NGAT ané *the 8" guns located at OP #39, BS 573964.

10, Ezzcution

a. Bockeround/Plamning, On 20 April 1966 a VO rallier swerendered
ang disclosed information on the whercabouts of various VC elenents low
-cated in the GUANG HGAY Province, At 202230H a planning conference was
held abt the 7th Marines Cormand Post, By 210030H detail planning by the
Battalion staff was wnderway and Frag Order 6-66 wms published by 2.0400H,
it 210840H this Battelion cormenced the first phase of the operation - the .
- vehicular novenent to the QUANG WGAT Airport. s

b, D-day, 21 April 1966, At 210840H 3rd Battalion, 7th Marines (=)
(Rein) departed thelr Gormand Post by vehicle for transportation to the
QUANG NGAL Adrport arriving at 211045H., At 2131130H Conpany K comnenced
a helilift from DUC AN (1) vicinity coordinates BS 504912 to the QUANG

. NGAT Alrporti - The 1ift was completed ot 211200H., At 211130H the Bat~
talion commenced a helilift into Landing Zone #2, BS 534834. The landing
zone vas changed by Computation 6, Wailfile 6, and Crepe Myrtle 6 during
a reconnalssance flight irmediately prior to the execcution of the landing.
The 1ift was conducted in the following order: Company M, Compeny L, H&S
Company, and Compeny K. By 211325H all elenents of the Battalion had ar-—
rived in the lending zone, . The lending was unopposed. The Battalion (P
was estcblished at BS 535835, Corpany K assuned the role of Battolim: Re=
serve and provided CP security. Upon landing Cormpany M secured the land-
ing zonc and then upon being relieved of this responsibility swept to the
southenst on a search and destroy of BINH BAG (1), BS 540833, No contact
vas nade in this hnalet and Conpeny M continued to the east o the high
ground ot BS 546829, Upon landing Company L comnenced sweepling in-an
eagterly direction to the high ground at BS 553837, At 2114255 Conpany L
rezchied coordinates BS 543835 and held up to provide fire support for
Conpeny M, if needed, who =t this tinme was recciving €0um morter and
heawy eutcnatic weapons fire from BS 552825. At 211600H Compeany L resuned
their sweep to the cast recaching the high ground vieinity BS 553837. "4t 1700

Co L roported finding seven bodics decayed boyond recognition in shal-
low graves on this hill, Company L established night tinme positioms and
ranained in this location with no contact watil DHL. At 211410H the Alpha
Cormend. Group displaced to BS 540833, The Bravo Commené Group displaced
to the sane location at 211500H. While continuing their sweep of CHAU
NEAT (5) coordingtes BS 546827 forward olenents of Compeny M became en—
gaged‘with am cstinated VO conpany in the vicinity of CHAU NHAT (5) Hanletb,
An artillery nission was called on the eneny position. At this tine one
platocn wes roving.to an assault posivicn ond one platoon was used as a .
covering force, The assault platoon received heavy snmall arns and aubo-
natic weapons fire and sirmltaneously the covering foree reccived accurabe

7
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é

i nortar fire. During this encounter five VC were s’en to fall and
later confiried by boly vouJ te  During this encounter Corpeny M suffered
siz WIA ned-evac and one FIA., AL "chis tj:."e Company M pulled bhack to re-
un and evacuate thelir cas*:ﬂtn ede e eoucly artillery nisesions

ond air strikes were called on the 01'10;_13] positi oﬂ,“n prep vion for a i
cond, assault on (AT NEAL ( 5) h 1 Company M
nchec the second attacl with on he left aond

latoon used as a covo""*lg fo.‘ﬁ“:ﬁc_.,
weny o heavy velune of enail aimg
']OS“ ringe vas exnlhanged
The rw‘s.c;ﬂ T elanent ioqf:ub vl ¢ conbat and
ie8 on tha u(: Turing this flerce engogenont 26 VO were killed.
n orﬂ.u U.8e nade ,30 caliber 1:'x_achi negun -with triped and a
le during this close combat. 7The assault \,lerlen'b
re agsaulted to the far linits 'o"‘“ tha he
stopping only because of darkncss.

ontact with
-,_wfe frori an
tely 30

b
(o8

he Conpany M pulleu back to BS 54/ G?S‘
Jav evacuabe thelr casualties which consisted of: 3
1180w cnmn. 5 V’ZA non-evac, ané 3 heat casualties, By 212030H all ned-or

had hecn evacugied fmcx Conpany ¥ Then noved to coordinates B8 540829 to
’ ; i_,OnlulO.’lua No further contsaet was made dur-

"_ag‘ in the brush ot

se nale was o")sorvo i=
ol fedled to halt when

jy* g firetean the suspes
on and killed.

le

At 2202301 Cemmany M was placed in Babtbelion ressrve and provided
security for the Battalion CP. A% 220900H Jompany XK was teken cub of re-
serve eand ordercé to conduct a sweep to the cast on the right flank of the
Babtelion zone of action. Company K suept. to the east to 1A4 BINH DOHG \))
cocrddnetes DS 528535 with no conbact, Company K suffered two non-bek!

0L
cogualti os, onc heat ('asw_hty, one gpraincd
wis ordered to remain in TRA BINHE DONG (3) =
IJO..-..L.‘b_;.Cu Ha

At 2208301 Company L cormonced the eash O the left
'fl"nl’ of the Bettalion zonc of y 2R1l2sC0H Goznoar_j L Jinked up
K engd ¢o*1+_-n_nﬂ% the sueep to the east with two compan:ies

m’l‘l T me Gc,*g:m*r Lol c

Trard r.v the a'\"GC'D Covo'm/“ L c"st"'oye' one Zud ot Conl -

57846, Cno VCS was appreh BS 582845 Vl"(.h no ID card

s of noney, Conpany L swept '-bo JONG THO (6, cocrdinates

55840 without further contact. GCompeny L established nig rt Tinme w0

L TRUONG TEO () coordine abes BS 596846, At 22223CH a Go‘::spary o
0P located BS 598847 observed ten VO rioving southeast across a rice paGdy
towards railrond tracks. Snall arms fire was exchenged and the VO broke

COT‘.tC{,u e

2% 22135CH the Alpha Cormend Group and an elem ent of Comn'my M
d¢isplaced to the nevw CP site lecated BS 592843 arriving at 221500H. &b
2215204 the Bravo Cormand Group and Company M Cisgnlaced to the new CP
gitc by 221500, &t 221700H & 30 nan securits plc soon departed the CP
by helicopter to provide securlty for Babtery I, 2rd Battalion; 1lth Marines

8
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located at BS 621,847. The night defense was set in end no contact was
nede uring the night,

alien CP had been resupplied,
G noved northwegit to the
ide O-.“S 5’.‘1‘("1'1; hne lJ..a.
e
T3

¥ was t-,u n out of Ba‘
wid vicinity coordina

e arng fire
heliecophers rotuimed fire
Bive rosulte,

) Co;’.1ps:oy L e
110-11 noved Lo the plex

ol ols
Kais] [PRaSEE ~ 2 ! 2% ok ,." 5
S 5855, B3 5865, and BE 5837, ad roogiving ¢ .
Y3 looabed BS li’“"l-’-*/ﬂ, on the sniper Lﬂ?rf. 850, »
I ¢r, he cther contacts were nade,

. [ 1T‘
C’?J,q_f)l‘».-lg S

‘ea__sn'J to the »atliread and thon
to the |L_v n

2315300,

smand Group displacced following in trac
o coordinates BS 86864,
0 Lhe ncw CP site coorc
walty was owmc:ﬂa*,:m
wtil Company X

ok =
J

of the Bo nhal gWGe
uu'mmp displf_bccd
C\Y

o)
0.3

5584, an
. Tho B'ﬁ;bu“ on
hac¢ completed theoir

'0(‘1‘

ECOH athalion CF nowred up point locabed B3
ing ab ?b .

T noved from the the hizh ground +n

TR
T T

At 2317151 the

by Uhj.(‘u.e Re‘—
traction was executad

anleted at 2%1930H,

RS
-
—
P
i
1
[
Ut

L
LN

wmnent Lost -~ None

0
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b.  Eneny
1) XTA (Confirned) - 32
2) KIA (Possitlc) -~ 5
3) VWIA - Trknown
2) WIA {Possible) « Unknown '
5) MIA - Unknown
6) ¥B Mr/ArtyMortars — Unknowm

7)  Capturad VGG - O

o
[

Cc }‘JL‘[I'DO. Y& D - 3

9)  Eqjuipnent/Materinl Losses: 1 Brouning Autenatie Rifle
1 .30 Galiber Machinemm, 1.8,

12 adudpigtrotive Moltbers

a. Smpply. Resupply throughout this oporation wos oxccl
Supplies were delivered accurately and on tine. The H3T abis
the Battalion received requirenents for SLppll’"S and services ani
utilized their own radio network to order and then control the delivery
of then, The attachnent of this 24 man tean is highly recoumended . for
future operations. Bach rifle company had o three nan HST tean abbached
to it solely for lending zcne operations.

b, Mecicel., Medical service 'bhroﬂ'“fﬂouu the operatieon was astis—
factory. The Battelion naintained a BAS with the CP group and the nor-
nel complenent of corpsmen with the rifle cempanies., Bvacuation was

by helieopter. EKRequests for evacuation werce subnivted via the HST,

(=3
a systen new to this Baltalion, that provided excellznt wesulis

¢, Iranmsportation, The Cn Lf;o w oend G nieos T and i were trondg-
Porfcd by truck o GUANG NCAT on tho noraing of Deday. Conpany K wag
v by helicopter from the f:l (’lu to join the Battelion at QUANG MGAT.
iabtalion was then flowm to the objective '1'“'1 by holicopter. Ree
ion of the Battelion on D42 was by truck, The retraction arrangoe-
1’.1@11’55 were nade via radio on DRI, Al trmnsportaticn was acconplished
without inecident.

13, Specigl Fouiment

a, Scout Dogs vere utilized on this operation., Their services
wore again denmonstrated when on nuncrous occasions the dogs discovored
bomb shelters, caves and positions that would otherwise have boen cveie
looked, A dcfinite limitation that should be brought out is the dogs!?
inability to function for extended periods durcing conditions of high
heat., It was noted on three occaslons that the sweeping elements wore
held up to allew the dogs to cool Cown,

10,
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4. Qommandert!s hnalysis

{nee again the Battalion exhibited its capchbility te react on short
notice in a thorough and professional nannor,

Although this Battelion landed early on the afternoon of D-fday, solid
conteet was nade with the eneny by 1450, Gox 1pa:|7 M founé itsclf pitied
L a well aymed and entrenched VO company. Using artilicry mnd ciose
siy mvwomﬂ* to the naxdirmm for zome two hours, Company M found itself,
abback, &t 7800 the company abtacked the hanleb with
; with two squacds of their plotoons. Tho encmy withe-
and napaim and fought a determined batile, Por-
. mtn noxe daylight the oneay could have Doon pur-
=nd a resuitent bigger dividend, as 1t was darvness
the hanlet illuninatsd by the burning btoildings.

i S e R % PN
iinited the

It diaWmlieved thet the VO four’ht an-effective but enstly rear guard
icn, This enceounbtor wag ovidonce that the Vo will use deternined re—
e ‘to delay theinr provicde the time neceszary for
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